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Happy 10th Anniversary Critical Mass!

While cars were motionless at dozens of intersections, thousands of people rode through the streets of San Francisco
celebrating the 10th anniversary of critical mass during rush hour on September 27.

Critical mass is decentralized to the point that bicyclists spontaneously organize themselves into groups and ride off
throughout the city. During critical mass, people ride their bicycles not just to protest the lack of safety on city streets, not
just to stop cars in their tracks, but also to get together for one big, bike-friendly street party.

“I'm here to celebrate community coming together in civil disobedience and to mess things up a little bit!,” said Robin
Honan of San Francisco, who wore a pink birthday cake on her head.

Critical mass takes place the last Friday of every month and is now celebrated in more than 300 cities worldwide.



Time for a Change!

The crisp coolness of these October
evenings tells us that Fall has finally
come to the Sonoran desert. It seems
appropriate that we have chosen this
time to make some changes in the
publication of the Earth First! Journal.

Presently, the Journal is published
eight times a year on the equinoxes,
solstices and cross-quarter days. At the
February Organizers’ Conference and
in the Beltane issue, we announced
our interest in switching to a bi-
monthly format and requested com-
ments on our pro-
posal. After careful

publish a more substantial Journal. We
plan to work on developing more in-
depth feature articles, to solicit new
and diverse writers and to attend more
closely to the administrative side of
the Journal’s production. The current
schedule is imbalanced, sometimes
allowing six weeks to produce an issue
and sometimes only two. The new
schedule will give us time to do more
outreach and subscription boosting.
One of our more potent aspirations is
that all of this will be a solid step

toward a healthy, sus-

tainable Journal collec-

consideration of the
feedback we received,
the Journal collective
decided to go forward
with the schedule
change beginning
next issue. The next
submission deadline is
November 1.

The new publica-
tion dates for the Jour-
nal will be the first
day of the odd-num-
bered months. The
cost for a one-year

tive. (Which, by the
way, we're still look-
ing for a new long-
term editor. Could it
be you?)

Given that we have
already begun work
on the next issue,
you’ll find this issue
isalittle thinner than
normal. Still, it’s full
of all the information
that makes the Jour-
nal so unique. Our
feature article is the

subscription will be

7 BRAVE GUARMAN OF DEMOCRACY

first in a series dis-

$25—see the sub-
scription form on
page 37 for details. Next issue, our
cover price on the newsstand will
increase to $4.50. If you are reading
a store-bought copy of the Journal,
we hope you will seriously consider
directly supporting the Journal with
a subscription. Our current subscrib-
ers will still receive eight issues.

We are excited about this change to
a bimonthly schedule, and we believe
it will allow us the opportunity to

- PHOTO CREDITS Front Cover:
 “Semiotic Jujitsu” by Steve King Inside
- Cover: Freshwater treesit in Northern
_ California. Photo by Bennett Barthelemy.
- Back Inside Cover: Wild Rockies EF!
 lockdown. Photo courtesy of WREF!

cussing the philoso-
phy and strategy of
movement building. You'll also read
about the inspiring victory animal
rights activists won when they forced
the Coulston Foundation to close its
doors in September. And in an inter-
est to remember our EF! history, there
is the debut of our “Rekindling the
Campfire” column.

Unlike any of the other environ-
mental magazines out there, the Jour-
nal is accountable to the Earth First!
movement—that means you. This is
your magazine. So let us know how we
are doing, fill out the survey form in
the back of last issue or send a letter to
the collective.

Thanks for your support and keep
up the good fight!

—EF! JournaL COLLECTIVE

The Earth First! Journal is published bimonthly by Daily Planet Publishing, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702. US
subscriptions are $25. Outside the US, surface delivery is $40 and airmail is $50. See form, page 37.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to EF! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702.

Upcoming deadlines: November 1 ¢ January 1
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BY FAITH WALKER

Female Australian social crab spi-
ders, Diaea ergandros, render their ova
into baby food. One of only 20 social
spider species, itis a sit-and-wait preda-
torrather than a web-builder, swirling
silk solely to sculpt nests of eucalyptus
leaves. Within a nest a female lays the
only clutch of her life, comprising
about 45 eggs. She proceeds to coddle
her progeny, scrambling to rebuff
predators and poaching prey to feed
the hatchlings. She meanwhile has
food stored away in her ovarian pan-
try in the form of unlaid eggs. As the
spiderlings mature, these eggs are con-
verted into haemolymph, and her
darlings sip this bloody brew from her
leg joints. After a few weeks, mother
becomes an invalid and is devoured in
toto. This process can curtail cannibal-
ism among kin, which is common in
spider communities. Mothers who
store more food engender prolonged
nursing, resulting in fewer siblings
eating each other.

N
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When they do can- |/ nibalize,
spiderlings haveshifting " strategies.
Because many females nest on the same
tree, spiderlings often join families not
their own. Newcomers are allowed be-
cause they help to maintain the nest
and because they are an emergency
food source. When starving, spider out-
siders, not siblings, are preferred. Later,
however, maturing female spiderlings
will opt to eat sisters (who will soon be
competitors) and brothers over male
strangers, perhaps as a means of out-
breeding. Thus, this species’ vampirine,
mammalesque, matriphagous
youngsters are remarkable not
only in their cannibalistic ten-
dencies but also in being the
only spiders known to
recognize siblings.

Forest Dmccncler
Dies in Action

On October 8, Ramsey Gulch
treesitter Naya, aka Robin B., fell
100 feet from the Esperanza
treesit. Esperanza is one of two
treesits defending ancient red-
woods on private land near Santa
Cruz, California. Redwood Em-
pire Company loggers and the
property owner found Naya lying
at the base of the tree around
seven p.m. Initially, he was able
to communicate that he didn’t
know how he had fallen; it was
his first day in the treesit.

Naya'’s heart stopped while he
was being airlifted to the Santa

~ Clara Valley Medical Center. He

died that night; just two days
before his 22nd birthday. He had
recently arrived at Ramsey Gulch
after contributing to the Mattole
campaign in northern California.
Santa Cruz Earth First! (SCEF!)
needs help in locating Naya’s rela-
tives. Naya was traveling, and the
only thing people know is that he
was from Salt Lake City, Utah. If
you have any information, con-

 tact SCEF! (831) 425-3205.

s [ er SEB: Letters to the Editors

A TERRORIST

Dear SFB,

Over the past several
months, it has come to our
attention that people are un-
clear about whether the Earth
Liberation Front Press Office

(ELFPO)isstill being attended
to and what support the
ELFPO is continuing to give
in the absence of having an
identifiable spokesperson.
Although there is no single
person who communicates
for the Earth Liberation Front
(ELF), there are still people
working behind the scenes
distributing press releases,
communiqués and other in-
formation to further the
stated goals of ELF activists.
Weremain steadfastly com-
mitted to disseminating in-
formation as it becomes avail-
able and updating the
ELEFE w.€b s izt e
(www.earthliberationfront.
com). Werecognize that over
the past few months, com-
munications and website up-
dates have been inconsistent,

and this will be corrected in
the upcoming weeks as we
receive communications
about actions.

We will only conduct in-
terviews via email at the cur-
rent time as those who are
working on the ELFPO wish
to remain anonymous to the
media and the general pub-
lic. Please forward requests
for media interviews to
elfpress@tao.ca.

Further, the North Ameri-
can ELFPO wishes to restate
its commitment to support-
ing actions that fall within
the guidelines as stated in ELF
materials and on the website,
which are:

¢ To inflict economic dam-
age on those profitting from
the destruction and exploita-
tion ofthe natural environment.

¢ Toreveal and educate the
public on the atrocities com-
mitted against the Earth and
all species that populate it.

e To take all necessary
precautions against harm-
ing any animal, human or
non-human.

The ELFPOis alegal, above-
ground news service dedi-
cated to exposing the politi-
cal and social motives be-
hind the covert directactions
of the underground ELF. The
ELFPO receives anonymous
communiqués from the un-
derground ELF and distrib-
utes the message to the me-
dia and public nationwide.

—FEARTH LIBERATION FRONT
PrEss OFFICE

continued on page 28

November-December 2002 Earth First! Page 3



[Direct A\etion

at the Points of Assumption

BY JAMES JOoHN BELL, J. CooksoN, ILyse HOGUE AND
PATRICK REINSBOROUGH

Meme: a unit of cultural transmission that self-replicates.
SmartMeme: a designer meme that simultaneously de-
stroys and replaces meaning.

At the 2002 Round River Rendezvous in Washington, we, as an
organizer trainer collective, participated in an experi-
ment with many other
EarthFirstlers—the multi-
day track schedule on move-
ment building. We spent six
sessions throughout the
course of three days explor-
ing different components of
and reasons to build move-
ments. From grassroots or-
ganizing, coalition building
and media work to analysis,
information warfare and the
future of the ecology move-
ment—the trainings ex-
panded into a vibrant and
participatory dialogue.

As organizers within a
transformative subculture,
we cannot accept the terms
of struggle that have defined
protest movements in the
past. We must escape the
self-marginalization of our
protests and strive for some
synthesis of possibility be-
yond the current limited op-
tions. Let’s pay attention;
let’s communicate, and
while we strive to save the
wild places we haveleft, let’s
act on a number of different
planes—with the consistent
goal of shifting the assumptions of global society itself.

Step 1: Devoke the Apocalypse

Current consumer culture is seeding the ground for a
familiarity of an impending ecological apocalypse. We see
this mass event played out on television, in print and at the
movies. No longer do people even question the inevitability
of the apocalypse in their mind; rather they seem to be sifting
through the possible characters that they might play: “Will I
be the hero who escapes death or the whiny person who gets
it in the end?” So embedded in our minds are the scenarios,
so many times have they been played out on screen for us,
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that it takes more than rational thought to reprogram these
“future memories.” It takes what we have come to call the
“psychic break.”

The psychic break is the answer to the common activist
campfire question: “How did you get radicalized?” It is what
happens when the reality we are spoon-fed no longer feels
good. It has been likened to blinders being lifted. At different
times, mass segments of society can experience a psychic

break simultaneously.

When this happens, a “tipping point” has been
reached. Originating in epi-
demiology, the tipping point
describes the exact moment
when a disease becomes an
epidemic. A broader defini-
tion explains that small
changes will have little or no
effect on a system until a
critical massisreached. Then,
one more small change will
“tip” the system and a large
effect is observed.

The tipping point is a term
that has been popularized
through a best-selling book
of the same name by New
York Times science writer
Malcolm Gladwell. In his
book, Gladwell explores the
dynamic nature of cultural
fads and value systems by
applying the epidemiologi-
cal lens. We must organize
toward the tipping point of
the psychic break with the
status quo. For at the mo-
ment when this happens,
potential exists for a funda-
mental reordering to take
place—of economies, com-
munities and our cultural
stories that people’s values are based upon. In order to be
able to facilitate these opportunities, we must have a
comprehensive and incisive analysis of where we should
be directing our energies into action.

Step 2: Interconnect Multiple Direct Action

Strategies and Tactics

Direct action—action that either symbolically or di-
rectly shifts power relations—is an essential transforma-
tive tool. Direct action can be both a tactic within a
broader strategy or a political ethic calling to fundamen-
tally change power relations at the deepest level. As we



endeavor to link systemic change with tangible short-
term goals, we must seek out the points of intervention in
the system. These are the places that when we apply our
power—usually through revoking our obedience—we are
able to leverage change.

Traditionally, strategies of direct action have been con-
ceived and enacted within the confines of a specific cam-
paign. Thus we tend to engage in actions tree by tree, mill by
mill, store by store, global meeting by global meeting—a
series of strong threads but not woven together across cam-
paigns or across borders.

The power of direct action exists in its ability to seize a
culture’s predominant in-
fluence—to challenge its
hegemony. Thisword, from

The illusion of “global progress”—

consciousness but the political, economic, institutional re-
gime of the production of truth.”

Since there is no single controlling center within modern
capitalist societies, the strategic goal of direct action be-
comes one of locating the points of influence within the
system that can re-pattern reality. We discuss five such
points in this essay: destruction, consumption, decision,
assumption and potential.

Intervention at all these points through direct action will
inject into societal discourse the threads of a new reality and
weave anew pattern of thought. The poet-philosopher Goethe
compares the coalesence of our mental conceptions to many
threads subtly woven to-
gether into patterns that
gradually display them-

the Greek hegemonia mean-
ing “leadership,” is defined
as the ruling influence of
an empire, state, region or
group. Directaction, ifonly
for a moment, seizes lead-
ership and thus injectsinto
the public sphere a com-
peting discourse—a strand

corporate globalization and consumer
capitalism—now penetrates all arenas
of life. The problem is not changing
people’s consciousness but the
political, economic, institutionalregime

of the production of truth.

selves. Direct action, when
contextualized within this
framework, succeeds in
uniting the myriad of
strands in our movement
into the thought pattern
ofanew cultural, economic
and political reality.

of anewreality that has the
ability to ripple outward.

The illusion of “global progress”—corpo-
rate globalization and consumer capital-
ism—now penetrates all arenas of life. It
has in the truest sense taken on a life of its
own by invading the thought space of the
individuals that make up US consumer
culture. These stories of global progress
permeate our daily existence and tell us
that nature is a commodity, consumption
is expression and monoculture is normal.
This discourse of unlimited global progress
isnotbeing directed from a centralized seat
of power. Rather, it is living in and being
reflected from business, politics and cul-
ture. In practical terms, this means that
it becomes increasingly difficult to ac-
complish the type of sweeping changes
necessary to face the ecological crisis
by targeting an individual person, gov-
ernment or corporate entity.

These cultural stories also make it so
that no amount of data, no matter how
true, can change a person’s values. As
activists we need to spend less time
compiling reams of data and more time
rewriting our cultural stories—the very
mythology that society gets its values
from—and do it quick.

Part of the cultural reinforcement of the current system lies
in mass communications. State propaganda, the corporate
media, consumer advertising and other narratives don'’t
control how people think. They control what people think
about. The challenge of future direct action is thus not to
change people’s minds but rather the conditions that make
thinking possible. French critic and philosopher Michel
Focault puts it thus, “The problem is not changing people’s

Direct Action at the

Point of Destruction

Some of our most successful actions

have brought at-

8} 9 tention to the

APQ { Ca system’s most

blatant and gross

injustices—the “points of destruction/

production.” We become the frontline

resistance by placing our bodies in the

way of the harm that is happening—Ilike

treesits that stop clearcutting. This po-

larizes the debate in an effort to attract

the spotlight of public attention to a
clear injustice.

Direct action at the point of destruction

is critical to confront the world’s grave

3 R injustices and immedi-

ately alleviate desper-

E O\ “\" C_a ( ate suffering. It hasalso

served to organize and

mobilize many communities by providing a

point of common interest—survival. How-

ever, this form is inherently limited in its

ability to tackle systemic issues.

Direct Action at the Point of

Consumption
“Point of consumption” campaigns have pro-
vided inspirational opportunities to stand in soli-
darity with communities fighting at the point of destruction
and to reframe one’s own individual identity away from the
“consumer” culture prevalent in the global North. These
campaigns have included consumer boycotts, attacks on
corporate brand names and targeting the retail sector as away
to shut down the markets for destructive products. Activists
continued on next page
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continued from previous page
have forced universities to cancel clothing contracts
from sweatshop retailers. Likewise, forest activists have
forced major outlets to stop selling old-growth forest
products by engaging in direct actions aimed at tarnish-
ing companies’ media profiles and market shares. At-
tacking the point of consumption expands the arena of
struggle to mobilize individuals by showing them that
their consumer
choices and ac-
tions do matter.

Direct Action
at the Point of

Decision

The “point of
decision” has al-
ways been a com-
mon and strategic
venue for direct action. S
Whether it’s taking v
over a slumlord’s of- .
fice, a corporate board- o\
room or the state &
capital, many successful
campaigns have used di- .
rect action to put pressure
on the key decisionmakers
indestructive projects. In the
past few years, mass actions
have been organized at the
“points of decision” such g
as the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO)
and World Bank o
meetings, G8 sum-
mits and free trade
negotiating sessions.
Thesedemonstrations have
re-defined popular perceptions of
globalization and free trade by
showing that institutions like the
WTO are ruled by corporations that
have usurped decision-making power from people.

&~
0

Direct Action at the Point of Assumption

All successful direct actions ultimately challenge assump-
tions. Targeting assumptions themselves is the act of taking
on the framework of myths, lies, loyalties and flawed logic
that normalize injustice. Successful direct actions at this
point identify, isolate and confront the big lies that maintain
the status quo. A worthy goal for these types of actions is to
encourage the most important act that a concerned indi-
vidual can take in an era defined by systematic propaganda—
to question!

Page 6 Earth First! Samhain 2002

No longer do people even question the
inevitability of the apocalypse in their mind. So
many times have they been played out on screen
for us, that it takes more than rational thought to
reprogram these “future memories.” It takes
what we have come to call the “psychic break.”

We must become skilled at using this tactic to de-
colonize people’s revolutionary imaginations by linking
analysis and action in ways that re-frame issues and create
new political space. One example was the 1981 Earth
First! action at Glen Canyon Dam. At a time when most
wilderness preservation groups were limiting their ac-
tions to fighting new dam construction, Earth First!
symbolically “cracked” the dam by unfurling a 300-foot-
long plastic ban-
ner from the top
of the structure,
creating an image
of a fissure down
the concrete face.
This simple sym-
bol sent a power-
ful message that
advocates could
and should be call-
ing for the removal of big

dams and the re-wilding of
those rivers. Until
then, the corpo-
rate paradigm of
dominating
nature had ren-
dered the ques-
tion of removing

a mega-dam un-

thinkable—it was

beyond therealm of imagi-

nation. The “cracking” action

challenged that assumption

and created anew political space
to forward that agenda.

Direct action at the point of
assumption has taken many
forms—-creating new symbols,

embodying alternatives or
sounding the alarm. In 1994,
K“h! o when the Zapatista ski mask
g’ 2 gained international notoriety,
Subcomandante Marcos wrote of the
irony that this symbol of anonymity had made visible to
the government the indigenous people it had ignored for
so long.

Acting to subvert basic belief systems provides new
opportunities to expand the traditional arenas of political
discourse because it allows us to choose the terms and
locations of engagement. Effective point of assumption
actions can transform the mundane into a radical conver-
sation starter. For instance, putting a piece of duct tape
across a prominent logo on your clothing can invite a
conversation about corporate commodification. Such ac-
tions can be easily incorporated into everyday life.

2
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LET'S Go
SHOPPING,
HONEY!




Direct Action at the Point of Potential

Every time we successfully change assumptions, we open
up the potential for the replacement of society’s destruc-
tive institutions. By playfully constructing “futures in the
present,” we nurture visions that refuse conventional no-
tions of politics. These stories portray images of the future,
as well as pathways that could lead us from where we are
now to that future world.

A classic example of direct action at the point of poten-
tial took place during Cascadia Forest Defenders’ defense of
Warner Creek in Oregon’s Willamette National Forest.
Earth Firstlers fought this fire salvage sale behind block-
ades and also by constructing an alternative future when
they wrote arecovery plan
titled “Alternative EF:
Ecology of Fire.” In
their future scenario,
activists proposed
permanent protec-
tion of Warner Creek
as a Fire Ecology Re-
search Natural Area.
This visionary “educa-
tional-agitational” tool
won theendorsement of the
local community, scientists and national environmental
groups. This vision remains, even now, to help establish
permanent protection of Warner Creek.

We need to constantly create possible scenarios within
our movements for future social and environmental trans-
formation. These actions function as “memories of the
future,” rehearsing tomorrow in people’s minds and re-
claiming our ability to shape the future. The best sce-
narios aren’t necessarily those that come true; they
are the ones that subvert expectations, providing
deep insights into the changes happening all

éc_
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HAD ENOUGH TiME
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We must not let go of the fact that there are many powerful
industries that do not depend on consumer approval. Per-
haps more importantly, going after the corporations one at a
time limits the scope of possible change. Our movements
need to contest the corporate monopoly on meaning and jam
the controlling mythologies of consumer culture, the corpo-
rate empire and pathological capitalism. The corporate take
over has gotten so blatant that we need to openly attack the
symbols used to perpetrate anti-life values, greed and con-
sumer capitalism.

Step 4: Weave a Tapestry—Build a Movement
All of these points of intervention in the system are critical;
the best strategies unite efforts across them. Potential
targets to consider: the idea of corporate rule, notions
forming our “separation” from nature, the concepts of
unlimited growth, technological progress and con-
sumer identities. This is uncertain work. Remember,
these are fluid distinctions. One activist’s point of
destruction is another person’s point of potential.
There is no way to know what will cause the
psychic break. Tipping points are hardly a science.
Rather than being disempowering, this uncertainty
should appeal to the activist’s innate sense of adven-
ture and creativity. This is truly uncharted territory of
social action—the realm of the collective imagination.
When asked what he would do if he knew the world would
end tomorrow, Martin Luther said, “I would plant a tree.”
This action represents the height of potential! At the same
time, though, itinherently subverts the assumption that the
world is going to end. It functions at a multiplicity of points.
If Luther planted his tree in a clearcut, it would be at the
point of destruction as well. It is these crystallizations of
actions at multiple points
that allows us to chal-
lenge assumptions.

around us. The better the scenarios are, the more
they penetrate to the deepest understanding of
the present.

FEEL YOURSELF
(You

Living at such a criti-
cal time compels us
to search for those
convergence points

500mg

Step 3: Strategically Frame Your Targets

“Image events” are actions, visuals or stories
that simultaneously destroy and construct new
meaning—they are raids on human consciousness.
Image events either replace existing sets of symbols or re-
define their meanings through humor or shock. Applica-
tions of this concept can be seen in what Adbusters founder,
Kalle Lasn, has dubbed “culture jamming”—methods of
subverting corporate propaganda by juxtaposing new im-
ages or co-opting slogans. For instance, when we re-write
Chevron'’s advertising slogan to say “Do people kill for
0il?,” we use the power of corporate images against the
corporations themselves.

Tragically, culture jamming often remains in the
limited media realm of consumer messages. Our next
taskis to expand guerrilla meme tactics into other areas
of culture and to connect them with long-term strate-
gies to build grassroots power.

EVERY DAY. g

and exploit them.
With this effort, we
hope to expand the
current debates and
push our movements to
explore new frontiers of struggle. We hope to provoke
further and deeper action, as well as to challenge all of us
to weave these actions together and provide a tapestry of
reality more vibrant and compelling than the one that is
currently unraveling.

This essay represents the collective evolution of thinking
and writing by James John Bell, ]. Cookson, Ilyse Hogue and
Patrick Reinsborough—the SmartMeme Project. To partici-
pate in strategizing and discussing these ideas, contact
patrickr@riseup.net; www.smartmeme.com. Future issues of
the Earth First! Journal will feature new essays, and look for
this workshop to be expanded upon at the upcoming 2003
Organizers’ Conference.

At the Point of Potential...
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DDam Pushers

BY STEVES

Large dams seem to have
more of a purpose in sym-
bolizing power than in ac-
tually producing it. Dams
continue to be builtas mani-
festations of the mind-set
that encourages more de-
velopment and less account-
ability for the destruction
of natural wonders and hu-
man lives. Often, large dams
are expressions of an indus-
trial epoch of imperialism,
serving the imagination of
an individual or nation’s
ego, along with corporate
profit and power.

Worldwide, 45,000 large
dams have flooded tradi-
tionalindigenouslandsand
critical wildlife habitat.
Close to 80 million people
have been displaced by
dams during the last century of intensive dam building.
Relocation efforts have focused on the physical removal of
people from their lands but not the restoration of their
livelihoods. Not surprisingly, the people who lose their
homes are rarely a serious part of the decision-making
process. Obviously, the welfare of the Earth’s natural state
isnot an overwhelming consideration. The iron triangle of
governments, industries and international funding insti-
tutions like the World Bank seldomly, if ever, includes the
people’s interests nor heeds the recommendations of non-
governmental organizations. Neither is it affected by the
outcry of human rights and environmental groups.

The World Commission on Dams (WCD) is a respected
organization spearheaded by Nelson Mandela to monitor
the reasoning behind and physical construction of dams.
WCD research has proven that large dams have consis-
tently failed to produce as much electricity or control as
much flood water as their backers and builders propose.
The WCD has also found that the social and environmen-
tal impacts of dams, including the possibility of a dam
burst, have been inaccurately assessed and accounted for.

Itoiz: Basque Country

The Itoiz dam, in the Basque region near northern Spain,
has been the subject of sustained protests for several years.
Construction on the dam began in 1994. When filled, it will
flood a 22-mile-long valley. Not only is this valley an
environmentally sensitive area, it also contains nine villages
that will disappear.
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Dams continue to be built

as manifestations of the
mind-set that encourages
" moredevelopment an

Cork

Local activists have been
organizing to stop the Itoiz
dam since 1985. In 1996,
activists cut eight cables
that were essential to the
construction of the dam’s
foundation and walls. This
bold step was carried out
by just eight people, one of
whom, Inaki Garcia Koch,
was arrested and is now
serving a five-year prison
sentence (see page 32). The
action delayed the project
by nine months. Later,
in September 1998, two
women sabotaged 54 road-
building machines used to
support dam construction.

In the last five years, the
organization Soliderias con
Itoiz has moved the struggle
toaninternational level with
solidarity demonstrations
throughout Europe, some of
which have drawn crowds of more than 15,000 people. On
June 20, 2000, the group constructed a brick wall at the
entrance to the Spanish embassy in The Hague, The Neth-
erlands, attempting to symbolize what it is like to wake up
and find yourself with an unwanted dam in your neighbor-
hood. They have also climbed to the tops of famous public
monuments, including the Millennium Wheel in London,
the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin and St. Peter’s Dome at the
Vatican to call attention to the issue.

The Rupert River: Quebec

The Rupert River is a remote and pristine river in northern
Quebec, Canada. The energy giant Hydro-Quebec has been
trying for decades to get approval for a project to divert the
Rupert, one of the few unimpeded rivers left in North
America. Earlier this year, it won the signatures of the
Quebec government and the Grand Council of the Cree.

The Cree will receive nearly three billion dollars for the
Rupert River, and Hydro-Quebec will build four dams and
51 dikes in order to re-route the river and provide more
water to a pre-existing dam. Hydro-Quebec will begin
construction after an environmental assessment is carried
out by its own employees during the next two years.

The deal was a surprising development since the Cree
people have been fighting Hydro-Quebec to keep their
sacred land from drowning ever since the first representa-
tives of Hydro-Quebec came knocking decades ago. Add-
ing to the controversy, in some Cree towns, more than half
the people abstained from voting in the referendum.



Cultures Worldwide

Dissident Cree, French Canadian locals and a group of
eco-tourist companies have formed an alliance, the Rupert
Reverence. The group is working with the locals to instill
the value of preservation in the area, as well as with
uninformed urban populations in southern Quebec.

The chundering power and visual magnificence of the
Rupert is a source of pride for traditional Cree. It has
come to represent the very beauty of their history as a
people. On the other hand, Hydro-Quebec’s many dam
projects have been a source of national pride for eco-
nomically-pressured, French-speaking Quebecois. Un-
less this dam project is stopped, it will be hard for
anyone to look at the land in a few years and be proud
of what has been done.

Narmada: India

The highly controversial Narmada Valley Development
Plan in central India has already begun to displace people
who live in this culturally and biologically diverse area.
Soon the valley will be completely flooded, and 400,000
people will lose their homes and livelihoods.

The controversy surrounding the placement of large
dams on the River Narmada has come to symbolize the
struggle for a just and equitable society in India. Author
Arundhati Roy has called it the heart of politics and the
story of modern India.

In brief, the Indian government has started construction
on its plan to build 30 large, 135 medium and 3,000 small
dams to harness the waters of the Narmada and its tributar-
ies. The proponents of the
dams claim that this plan
would provide large amounts
of water and electricity,
which are needed for farm-
ing and development. Op-
ponents of the dams have
established that the plans
were drawn up using un-
founded assumptions of hy-
drology and seismicity in the
area. The cost-benefit analy-
sis is grossly inflated in favor
of building the dams.

The construction is caus-
ing large-scale abuse of
human rights and the dis-
placement of many poor
communities. Opponents
and neutral scientists alike
believe that water and en-
ergy can be provided to the
people of the Narmada Val-
ley, Gujarat and other re-
gions through alternative

Large dams require large

budgets, leading to large

profits for a small group of

lossal failures.

technologies, along with planning processes that are socially,
economically and environmentally sustainable.

As the waters rise around their homes, the families have
three choices: move to the slums in the cities, accept a place
in a resettlement site or stay at home and drown. Hunger
strikes, rallies and a six-year Supreme Court case are culminat-
ing now with families choosing to stand in protest in the
rising waters rather than leave their homes.

The Narmada Bachao Andolan (NBA) is the main group
leading the fight for justice and the right to life for the
inhabitants of the Narmada Valley. They have suffered
unjust persecution for speaking up in defense of the human
victims of the project, as well as the valley itself. On
September 5, Earth Firstlers occupied the Indian embassy in
The Hague, The Netherlands, in an effort to express their
solidarity with the NBA.

Gujarat’s minister of Narmada irrigation encourages
people by saying, “If you have to sacrifice a little bit of your
own to help the society, do it gladly, willingly, smilingly.”
Will the families choosing to drown do it smilingly?

Living Downstream

At a more abstract level, the questions that arise in anti-
dam struggles challenge the dominant model of develop-
ment. This model holds out the chimerical promise of
material wealth through modernization while perpetuat-
ing an unequal distribution of resources and wreaking
social and environmental havoc.

Large dams require large budgets, leading to large prof-
its for a small group of
people. Research shows that
even on purely technical
grounds, large-scale dams
have been colossal failures.
These dams have had ex-
tremely devastating effects
onriverine ecosystems and
have displaced large num-
bers of people whose entire
ways of living are centered
around the rivers. There is
no just compensation for
damming a river.

For more information on
these dams and the resis-
tance movements, visit
www.oneworld.org;
www.infose.com/rupert/
savetherupert.html;
www.narmada.org.

The Steves hail from Prescott
and Flagstaff, Arizona. They
would rather be paddling un-
impeded rivers.
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Slick Dealing in Ohio’s Backwoods

BY NATE EBERT

As the leaves begin to change, and
the tourists begin to flood the Hock-
ing Hills, some Ohio residents are in
an uproar. What’s all the hoopla
about? How about a 14-inch refined
fuels pipeline that impacts more pub-
lic land than the
drummer from Def
Leppard could shake
a stick at.

Marathon Ashland
Petroleum (a com-
pany known for its
history of oil spills)
and its subsidiary,
Ohio River Pipeline,
have begun con-
struction on a
149-mile-long, 75-
foot-wide right of
way to install the
pipeline. Beginning
at a refinery in
Kenova, West Vir-
ginia, the pipeline
would pass through
eight Ohio counties
and end in Colum-
bus. The Hocking
State Forest, Crane
Hollow State Nature Preserve, Clear
Creek Metro Park and State Nature
Preserve, Richland Furnace State For-
est and the Mackey Ford State Wild-
life Area are all slated to have the
Marathon Ashland pipeline pass di-
rectly through them. The pipeline
would also skirt within 1,500 feet of
the Hocking Hills State Park, Conkle’s
Hollow State Nature Preserve, Sheick
Hollow State Nature Preserve and the
Wayne National Forest. Six of these
areas are part of the greater area
known as the Hocking Hills, which is
some of the most beautiful, rugged
terrain in Ohio.

Estimates show that Ohio’s current
pipelines are capable of delivering an
excess of 12,000 barrels a day over
what the Columbus market can utilize
until the end of the decade. Marathon
Ashland’s own projections state that
this new pipeline will deliver an ex-
cess of 60,000 barrels a day until the
year 2009.
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Sowhat is Marathon Ashland doing?
It is controlling the market, destroying
some of Ohio’s remaining wild areas
and threatening the safety of thou-
sands of beings. In addition, the pipe-
line will pass through private property
using eminent domain claims in some
of the poorest, most remote areas of
Ohio. It's no
wonder that
Ohio folks are
upset.

Let’s take a
look at the
facts. There
has been a
four-year
legal battle
between
Marathon
Ashland and

its oppo-
nents, which
has somehow
resulted in
the approval
of the project
without an
Environmen-
tal Impact
Statement
(EIS). Mara-
thon Ashland
was respon-
sible for 86 pipeline spills between
1971 and 1999, as well as the January
2000 spill in Winchester, Kentucky,
thatreleased 500,000 gallons of crude
oil into the environment. Although
370 streams and 55 wetlands would
be crossed by the current project, the
Army Corps of Engineers found no
significantimpacts that would require
an EIS.

This pipeline would travel through
18 miles of vertical Black Hand

Activists are fighting a pipeline that will
threaten these Ohio wildlands.

Sandstone, which is extremely porous.
Any leak in the sandstone area would
instantly be absorbed into the water
table and poison the drinking water.
Red bed clays, which are a highly un-
stable soil, are found beneath more
than 12 miles of the pipeline’s path.
These areas are susceptible to land-
slides that could induce some pipeline
movement, also resulting in leakage.
Other routes which use existing high-
way and railroad corridors have
been suggested to Marathon Ashland,
but without an EIS, the company
isn’t even required to consider alter-
nate routes.

On August 2, the US Army Corps of
Engineers and the Ohio Environmen-
tal Protection Agency (EPA) simulta-
neously approved construction of the
pipeline by issuing the required water
pollution permits. No
consideration was
given to the public
comments, the major-
ity of which opposed
the pipeline. A poll
showed that 72 per-
cent of the people
working for the Ohio
EPA believe that the
agency was “overly in-
fluenced by political
considerations.”
Well, at least they're
honest with them-
selves. It’s just a
shame that they can’t
offer the public the
same consideration.

Protecting Ohio’s
Public Land, Air and
Rivers (POPLAR) is
committed to stop-
pingthis pipeline, and
islooking for dedicated folks that want
to work on this issue. For further
information and ways that you can
get involved, contact POPLAR,
POB 571, Athens, OH 45701;
poplar@ecologyfund.net;
www.gasp.athens.oh.us/poplar.

Nate Ebert is a forest activist based out
of Athens, Ohio, who can’t get enough of
Michael Jackson’s “Thriller.” He also en-
joys extended tromps in the woods and
night-time romps through the trash.
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Biodiversity was devalued during

— the meetings by governments aiming
su m m It to reduce the rate of loss rather than BW 60N£S
end it altogether. The 10-year action
+ Plunder

program to address over-consump-
tion and damaging production pat-

terns was also dumped. Bush’s Fire Plan Passes

The only targets agreed on were to Democrats and Republicans in

Plummet cut the proportion of people who do the House of Representatives

not have access to basic sanitation in have collgborated in drafting HR

half by 2015 and to establish pro- 5319, legislation that would turn

BY A SEED EurorE tected marine networks by 2012. One President Bush’s “Healthy For-

The World Summit on Sustainable of the few positive outcomes of the ests Initiative” into law (see EF!J
Development (WSSD) in Johannesburg  conference was when most of the world September-October 2002).

is over. Yet, will it really change the turned against the US to make sure Whlle not as drastic as Bush'’s

future of the world? The systemic prob-  that genetic engineering was kept out original proposal, HR 5319 would

lems that lie at the heart of human of the text of the final agreement. severely weaken the National

oppression and ecological destruction The vague and controversial con- Environmental Policy Act by re-

were hardly touched upon. cept of public-private partnerships quiring evaluation of only one

From the start, the WSSD was not was a major outcome of the WSSD. option, rather than a range of

about sustainability but about gov- These partnerships—governments alternatives to find the most en-

ernment offi- vironmentally sound choice. HR

5319 also has an overly broad
definition of “Wildland/Urban
Interface,” thus creating the pos-
sibility of logging in watersheds
and other areas far from the near-
est town. Lastly, it would drasti-
cally shorten the time period the
public has to appeal logging deals
and give feedback.

On October 8, the bill passed
the House Resources Committee.
HR 5319 is expected to pass a full
House vote, but it may get held
up in the Senate.

cials and cor-
porate leaders
fighting for in-
stitutional self
interest. Free
trade dominated
the talks, and
there was no
consensus on
whether the
United Nations
Multilateral En-
vironmental
Agreement
should take pre-

cedence over e V" i e WSSD i Soutl ~
the World Trade oicing dissent at the in South Africa

Oil Reigns Supreme

In September, an international
Organization agreement. Nodecision working with local communities, consortium of oil companies, in-
was made to lower debt for develop- non-governmental organizationsand cluding BP and Unocal, signed a
ing countries or to ask governments businessesin solving the planet’sills— Host Government Agreement
to fulfill their original Agenda 21 com-  involve no UN oversight. Partnership (HGA) with Turkey that permits
mitments from the Rio Earth Summit proposals revealed that only a few the construction of a 1,094-mile
to achieve the target of 0.7 percentin community groups in the global South corridor and oil pipeline.
Overseas Development Aid. are considered partners, and less than The HGA exempts the consor-
There are no new binding rules a dozen partnerships are directed at tium from obligations under any
for corporate accountability. The changing consumption patterns in current or future Turkish law that
language dealing with subsidies to rich countries. Moreover, the US may threaten the project’s profits,
farmers in developed nations is am- pushed privatization partnerships in including human rights and envi-
biguous. Even though the Kyoto Pro- the areas of water, energy, agriculture ronmental legislation. Other pro-
tocol was “reaffirmed,” all target and forests. visions include unfettered access
dates for renewable energy develop- The Congo Basin Initiative is a key to water and exemption from li-
ment and implementation have example of the Bush Administration’s ability in the event of an oil spill.
been dropped due to opposition public-private partnership proposal. The route chosen for the pipe-
from Japan, Saudi Arabia, Australia, While supposedly benefiting forest line is one of the most expensive.
Canada and the US. Instead, the protection and management in the According to BP Chairman John
WSSD agreement calls to increase highlydiverse Congo basin, the initia- Browne, the project’s profitabil-
subsidies for “cleaner” fossil fuels tivewill actually put more money into ity will depend on “free public
and large hydroelectric dams for de-  flawed programs that have notreduced money” provided by funding
veloping countries. continued on next page sources such as the World Bank.
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of the same power structures that are the basis of repres-
sion and exploitation of our planet. Calling on govern-
ments to face up to climate change while at the same time
standing next to a man who represents most of our
planet’s oil companies is hypocritical.

Earth Summit

Plummet continued

continued from previous page  Actions and the Social Movement
illegal logging, empowered local communities or enabled The South African social movement waited for the
sustainable forest management. The US has also dismissed WSSD to show the world what neoliberalism and the

concerns of local environ-
mental groups about corrup-
tion in these countries and
the close collusion between
government officials and
timber barons. This is a
contradiction to the US
government’s insistence
upon good governance as a
prerequisite to a country’s
eligibility to receive aid.
Even when thousands
outside the conference were
demonstrating against
privatization, big business
smugly walked out of the
WSSD congratulating the
UN on implementing the
partnership agreements.

Greenpiss

Greenpeace did its utmost
to further marginalize itself
when Greenpeace Interna-
tional Political Director
Remi Parmentier appeared
with Bjorn Stigson, the

corporate mindset are doing
to the poor and the environ-
ment. Local activists were
joined by some international
activists and a small Black
Bloc. From the beginning,
protesters were antagonized
by the massive police and
army presence reminiscent
of apartheid times.

While the largest demon-
strations went relatively
peacefully, several other pro-
tests were met with teargas,
water cannons, rubber bul-
lets and beatings. In the
conference center, even the
slightest actions were forc-
= ibly dealt with. Apparently,
2 the South African govern-
ment and the UN need to
relearn the basic principles
- of democracy, especially ones
not synonymous with sell-
ingout our future to the greed
of big business.

This article originally ap-

Si0 vipawdpur

peared in the September-Octo-
ness Council for Sustainable ber 2002 issue of Roots, the
Development. This disgust- journal of Action for Solidarity,
ing action clearly shows how hierarchical organizations Equality, Environment and Development (A SEED) Europe. For
have a habit of being non-democratic, exclusive and full  more information, visit www.aseed.net.

president of the World Busi-

Protesters from the Landless Peoples Movement and the Anti-
Privitization Forum, Johannesburg, South Africa, August 27

Rio+20: The United Nations Survival Conference
for Rescuing Earth, Water and People

In 2012, Thimphu, Bhutan, will host the Survival Con-
ference for Rescuing Earth, Water and People (SCREWAP)—
20 years after the United Nations (UN) Conference on
Environmentand Developmentwas held in Riode Janeiro,
Brazil. Bhutan has been chosen due to its location above
sea level and to ensure that Southern countries have
good representation.

Governments, non-governmental organizations and
corporations will discuss issues such as how to prevent
the remaining 30 species on the planet from becoming
one single species. Moreover, it will be decided whether
the UN-World Trade Organization Agreement on the
Deregulation of Investment on the Moon and Mars is
subordinate to its other agreement regarding the Final
Preservation of the Ozone Layer.
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Participation costs: A special discount for
greenwashed corporate lobby groups and Greenpeace
business consultants. Social and environmental ac-
tivists have to register five years in advance and will
not be allowed to participate if they have done any
form of anti-social activities, such as waving banners
in front of corporations or government institutions.
The voices of the poorest will be spoken for, so there
is no need for their inclusion. All participants will
have to fundraise for their own carbon credits, which
go into the Intergalactic Carbon Trading Sludge Fund
that has been set up to make sure that we will tackle
the problems of climate change in space—when we
get there.

For more information, visit www.aseed.net in 10 years.



BY ANNE PETERMANN, PATRICK
REINSBOROUGH AND DoOYLE CANNING

Nearly 1,000 eco-activists from around
the US came together to form a massive
Eco-Bloc at the September 28 direct ac-
tion to quarantine the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund (IMF) in
Washington, DC. The concept for the
Eco-Bloc emerged from the reality that
we can no longer afford to look at the
symptoms of ecological collapse in iso-
lation from their roots in the corporate
takeover of the planet.

The Eco-Bloc gave visibility to the fact
that economic globalization and corpo-
rate rule are incompatible with ecologi-
cal values. It became a political space
that moved beyond single issue envi-
ronmentalism to bring a strong Earth-
centered message to challenge the World
Bank and IMF.

In August, activists representing an
array of organizations met at the Action
for Social and Ecological Justice (ASEJ)
office in Burlington, Vermont. There
was a sense that the environmental per-
spective that had been so prominent at
the Seattle World Trade Organization
meetings in 1999 was missing from sub-
sequent mass actions. Possible ways to
reinfuse the global justice movement
with an ecological message and how to
clearly articulate this message to the
public and the media were discussed.
As a result, a call went out to ecological
activists from coast to coast to come to
Washington, DC, in September to form
a unified Eco-Bloc.

[ASV-VOUTOV/21128upT Aq 0304d

Eco-Bloc

vergeson Washington

lobalJustice Actions

The Eco-Bloc symbolizes our collec-
tive future, prioritizing the voices of those
most impacted by ecological destruc-
tion. A contingent of people from the
global South led the Eco-Bloc, including
indigenous people from throughout the
Americas. Oscar Olivera, the Bolivian
activist who helped to stop the privatiz-
ation of water, marched, as did activists
from Uganda, Indonesia and East Timor.
They were present and spoke of the
ecological and social impacts being ex-
perienced by their communities due to
World Bank and IMF policies.

A huge, flowing, blue “living river”
courtesy of the Pagan Cluster accented
the sea of green that was the Eco-Bloc.
There were biodiversity banners, Earth-
centered messages, the biohazard-suit-
clad Biotech Marching “Banned.” The
Eco-Bloc also included a giant Trojan
horse representing World Bank and IMF
pro-oil development policies, and a
giant redwood stump from California
provided a strikingrallying point for Eco-
Blocspokescouncils throughout the day.

The Eco-Bloc was organized around
several main themes representing some
of the most serious ecological disasters:

¢ Biotechnology and the patenting
and privatizing of life. The World Bank
is heavily enmeshed in this issue, and
there are frequent exchanges in staff
between the World Bank and biotech-
nology industries.

¢ Deforestation. Currently, the World
Bank is rewriting its forestry guidelines
toallow it to directly fund the logging of
virgin tropical rainforests.

e Fossil Fuels and Global Warming.
The World Bank continues to focus
heavily on the development and extrac-
tion of fossil fuels, even as the world
faces the impending social and ecologi-
cal fall-out from unmitigated global cli-
mate change.

e Water Privatization. Fresh water is
increasingly being considered the next
“oil.” World Bank policies that encour-
age countries to privatize their fresh wa-
terare exacerbating the struggle for clean
continued on next page

Bare Bones

Water Wars in California

On September 4, the Center for
Biological Diversity, Sierra Club
and the Cabazon Band of Mission
Indians filed a lawsuit in federal
court in Los Angeles stating that
the government has failed to pro-
tect California’s Salton Sea.

The Salton Sea, located 120 miles
northeast of San Diego, is a 380-
square-mile, land-locked lake.
Ninety percent of California’s
coastal wetlands have been filled
in, thus making the Salton Sea
critical habitat for thousands of
migratory birds. However, lacking
an outlet to the ocean, the sea has
become over-salinated and could
become uninhabitable.

The Bureau of Reclamation was
required to develop a plan to re-
store the sea by 2000. The recent
lawsuit states that the feasibility
studiesand Environmental Impact
Statement are two years too late.

There is additional controversy
surrounding the water that is
needed to restore the Salton Sea.
Under pressure from other west-
ern states, California has proposed
a water transfer deal that would
cut off the water supply going to
the Salton Sea.

The Department of the Interior
has threatened to cut back
California’s Colorado River water
allotment as soon as December 31,
if the water transfer deal is not
finalized by then.

Norway Nixes Dumping

In August, Norway denied per-
mission for a controversial project
to dump more than five tons of
liquid carbon dioxide into the
Norwegian Sea.

Funded by research institutions,
scientists theorize that dumping
carbon dioxide in liquid form
deep into the sea would help to
slow global warming.

Environmentalists contend,
however, that the project violates
international conventions on
dumping industrial wastes at sea.
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From inside the “Living River” Pagan Cluster of the Eco-Bloc

continued from previous page
water by peoples in the global South. The United Nations is
also complicit by categorizing fresh water as a human “need”
rather than a human “right.”

The Eco-Bloc was a huge success, bringing together activists
from around the world under the banner of “Global Ecology,
Global Democracy Now!” The consensus on the street was for
a continuation of the Eco-Bloc concept and for future Eco-
Blocs to occur at other anti-economic globalization mass
actions and protests.

Beyond the Eco-Bloc lies the possibility for “blocs” around
a myriad of distinct issues in a rainbow of colors. As we
learned, marching together in organized blocs is tremen-
dously empowering. It helps to visually demonstrate our
message of unity to the public and the media by showing that
economic globalization is the common thread to many
different issues.

Aswe witnessed in Washington, DC, the power of our vision
for an ecological and democratic future is a unifying force. By
being a massive and organized presence within the larger
march, the Eco-Bloc proved itself to be an important anchor
both to the direct action and to the call for global justice.

To connect with other Eco-Bloc organizers or to report an
Eco-Bloc action in your community, contact Patrick at (415)
722-1846; ASE] at (802) 863-0571; or eco-bloc@riseup.net.

Anne Petermann is an activist with Action for Social and Ecologi-
cal Justice, Patrick Reinsborough works with Mobilization for Global
Justice and Doyle Canning works with the Biotechnology Project.

World Bank Protesters Faced Mass Arrests

During the World Bank and International Monetary
Fund (IMF) meetings in Washington, DC, the global
justice movement’s cacophony of voices was successful in
bringing its message to the world, despite facing disrup-
tion by the police and mass arrests.

On September 27, 40 members of the Pagan Cluster
were arrested while marching peacefully from Dupont
Circle. A critical mass-style bike ride to Freedom Plaza was
disrupted when police cordoned off some 300 bikers at
Pershing Park. Other activists were simply arrested for
marching without a permit.

On September 28, 649 activists were arrested pre-
emptively during the People’s Strike organized by the
Anti-Capitalist Convergence. Arrestees reported that it
took some six hours to be processed and moved into a gym
before being released.

As a result of these actions, the regular evening news/
war pep rally was constantly interrupted with images of
peoplewilling to be arrested to fight corporate glabalization
and Bush’s war agenda.

Frontlines

13 Women, 13 Trees

Maxxam/Pacific Lumber (PL) is violating an August
29 court order to stop logging operations on 210,000
acres in Humboldt County, California. In response, 13
women ascended into treesits in the Freshwater, Van
Duzen and Mattole watersheds to defend the forests.
Three new treesits are up in the Freshwater treevillage
and eight women have joined Remedy and Raven in the
logging area. On September 23, 150 people rallied in
celebration of Remedy’s sixth month in the trees. On
the fourth anniversary of the death of David “Gypsy”
Chain, 20 activists successfully halted logging for the
day. Fifteen forest defenders were cited and released.
~ OnSeptember 9, a treesit was raised in the Mattole to
protect a stand of four old-growth Douglas fir trees.
Shortly after the treesit began, a lone treesitter was
evicted after a standoff with PL’s contract henchman
_ Climber Eric. The treesitter locked down to a branch

g Ound and the timber sale was cut.

24, a protester locked down to a back hoe stop i
- above her head and stood her ground until everything work for the day.
- around her was cut away. She was belayed to the'

v closure boundary La

Climbing High in the Sierras

Forest defenders in the Yuba River watershed of the
Sierra Nevada set up a treesit on August 29 to protect
2,880 acres of forest. After the logging started on
September 11, a second treesit was built to tie into the
first one. Sierra Pacific Industries’ helicopters logged
every tree within 40 feet of the treesits. The treesitters
are continuing their standoff in the longest Sierra
treesit to date.

Locked Out and Locked Down
Roseburg Forest Products on September 23 began
logging the Peak Timber Sale where Mazama Forest
Defenders have been occupying the trees since July.
A full closure of the 700-acre area was enforced,
blocking the public from witnessing the clearcutting
of ancient trees near the two treesits. On September

On September 28, 30 local edtients
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World Bank Blockaded

BY KAREN PICKETT

The following excerpt was taken from an article that originally
appeared in the November-December 1987 Earth First! Journal.

In late September, as international bankers converged on
Washington, DC, Earth Firstlers rallying in defense of the
rainforests also gathered in that concrete jungle. On October
1, about 100 people held a raucous
protest in front of the international
headquarters of the World Bank. The
protest, organized by Earth First!,
coincided with the annual meeting
of World Bank finance ministers.

Earth First! has played a major role
in the rainforest campaign for the
past few years, and the World Bank,
being the principal funder of
rainforest destruction, has been one
of our major targets.

Theaction marked our firstattempt

: L mnuTS
EQUAL CPEC

gﬁ > | chamber effect created by the over-

. sm: THE RAINFOREST
Em e FIRSTE

arowdy protest. Many mainstream environmental organiza-
tions and representatives from foreign non-governmental
organizations had been invited to parts of the meeting this
year as “visitors.” Although thisis a step in theright direction,
we felt that it could create a false picture of the World Bank
sitting at the table with environmentalists and solving prob-
lems of rainforest destruction. In fact, visitor status does not
give the visitor much voice and problems are far from being
solved. So we felt it was important that, while some environ-
mentalists were inside, others be outside protesting, showing
the world that we will remain at war with the World Bank as
long as they wage war on the environment.

On the closing day of the World Bank meeting, we dis-
played signs and chanted: “Damn the World Bank, Not the
Amazon!” As the energy peaked, 13
of us linked arms, paraded across the
street and sat with our banner, block-
ing the main doorway to the bank.
DC metro police and swarms of bank-
ers watched nervously. During our
sit-in, we enjoyed a wonderful echo

hanging roof that amplified our
chants, carrying them, hopefully, to
the inner offices of this tightly
guarded building.

to stage a large demonstration and
civil disobedience action in an area
with few active EFlers and with no
resemblance to the green environ-
ment that is our usual stage. It was
important for us to do something no other environmental
group involved in the rainforest campaign would do—stage

They unfurled a banner—

During the World Bank meeting on September 30, 1987,
confounded police and tourists looked on as two EFlers
scrambled up the Lincoln Memorial in Washington, DC.
“Equal Rights for All Species. Save
the Rainforest. Earth First!”—in protest of the World Bank’s
rainforest-destroying policies.

The short time we spent in the DC
jail was a small price to pay for ex-
pressing to the world our opposition
to rainforest destruction.

Backissues of the Earth First! Journal
are available for five dollars each. Please
inquire for bulk discount prices. Or order our near-complete 22-year
set for $500.

vontlines

e activist who broke the closure line and two freelance
porters who swam across the Rogue River to witness
e arrest. All three were charged with second-degree
inal trespass and have been released on bail.

ific ELF Hits Forest Research Station
1e Pacific Earth Liberation Front claimed responsi-
lity for the August 11 arson targeting the US Forest
ice Northeast Research Station in Irvine, Pennsylva-
e fire caused $700,000 in damages and destroyed
arming research. According to the communiqué,

nse to the threats posed to life in the Allegheny

eed 2

e Target Practice
fay, insulators on several Bonnevil
tion (BPA) transmissmn lines near Oa
beer

lesson in ‘prescribed fire’ was a natural, necessary tional Monument to draw attention to a secretly ap- -

nal Forest by proposed timber sales, 011 dnﬁmg,

planned to cause power outages only after the shooter
left the area. The first incident, 25 miles east of Eugene, l
targeted 80 insulators on the Cougar-Thurston line. In
nearby Westfir, a shot-out powerline started a fire that
halted generation at a powerhouse and caused several
power outages.

Protecting the Sacred

On September 16, the Sage Council, a grassroots
environmental group in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
conducted a press conference at the Petroglyph Na-

proved road being built there. :
The road, which would impact sacred petroglyphs I

carved by the Anasazi people more than 3,000 years ago,

was authorized by the mayor without any public input.

. press conference, 18 trucks carrying asphalt
begin constructing the road for a private land
aiong the monument’sboundaries. Seven peopl
up blocked the construction and were irr

November-December 2002 Earth First! Page 15



Controversial Primate Lab Shut Down

victory!

The Animal Liberation Front (ALF) aims to not only
liberate animals from places of abuse but also to inflict
economic damage on those who profit from the misery
and exploitation of animals.

It was with this latter goal in its sights that the ALF
claimed responsibility for a fire at the Coulston Founda-
tion, near Alamogordo, New Mexico, in the early morning
hours of September 20, 2001. The fire resulted in one
million dollars in damages.

The Coulston Foundation is a biomedical research labora-
tory, which infects captive chimpanzees with human dis-
eases and breeds them for medical experiments. Founder Fred
Coulston began working with chimpanzees in the 1960s after
experiments he was conducting on human prisoners were
halted. In 1993, the Coulston Foundation was formed when
he merged his primate care projects to create the largest
colony of captive chim-
panzees in the world. At
its peak, the foundation
had a staff of 120 em-
ployees and more than
600 chimpanzees.

According to the
ALF communiqué, “We
wanted to liberate all
these animals, but be-
cause of difficulty in
moving and sheltering
them, we decided the
best way to help them
was to cause as much
economic damage to the
Coulston Foundation as
possible. We intend for
this act of nonviolent
economic sabotage to
bring an end to this truly evil institution.”

At the time of the arson, the foundation was teetering on
the brink of financial collapse. Violations of the Animal
Welfare Act had been going on for years and had hurt the
foundation’s ability to attract private clients. The US Depart-
ment of Agriculture had brought more charges against the
foundation than any other research lab. The Coulston Foun-
dation found itself in such a decrepit state that the National
Institutes of Health pulled its funding in June 2001. Coulston
himself had to provide more than seven million dollars of his
own funds to keep the foundation afloat. Baby chimpanzees
were sold to cover the employee payroll.

On September 16, the Coulston Foundation announced
that it was shutting its doors and that the chimpanzees were
to “retire.” Following years of pressure from activists, Coulston
was throwing in the towel on account of poor finances.

The Coulston Founda x(;n ha
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Coulston had tried and failed to locate a buyer for his lab.
Then in the Spring, he began negotiating with the Florida-
based Center for Captive Chimpanzee Care. The center
stepped in and bought the property on the condition that
the foundation would release all of its 266 chimpanzees
and 61 monkeys to the center’s sanctuary.

With the deal now complete, Dr. Carole Noon, founder
and director of the center, remarked, “We are thrilled to
offer these long-suffering chimpanzees and monkeys the
best possible outcome in the nearly decade-long contro-
versy over this laboratory. Now we can begin the process of
rehabilitation and restitution for the terrible wrongs in-
flicted on these individuals in the name of science.”

This could very well be the first time that animal rights
activists have forced an animal research laboratory out of
business. The Coulston Foundation’s financial ruin was a
direct result of an unre-
lenting eight-year cam-
paign—led by In Defense
of Animals (IDA) and
Animal Protection of New
Mexico—that prompted
unprecedented regula-
tory action by the Food
and Drug Administra-
tion, the US Department
of Agriculture and other
agencies. Activists uti-
lized diverse tacticsrang-
ing from developing a
network of employees to
serve as whistleblowers
" from inside the founda-
tion to grassroots pres-
sure applied in the form
of protest.

Today, Coulston may recall a comment he made in a
1997 New York Times article where he stated, “How many
chimps do you want? You can raise them like you do cattle.
In 10 years, you could have half a million.” While his
personal dream of cornering the market on chimpanzees
has been trampled, and even though these particular
chimpanzees will no longer live in isolated prisons of
concrete floors and metal walls, the work is far from over.

“Even though the Coulston Foundation is dead, its
perverted view of chimpanzees as ‘hairy test tubes’ lives
on,” warned IDA President Dr. Elliot Katz. “We will not rest
until all research on chimpanzees ends and each one of the
1,400 still imprisoned in labs is forever freed from the
horrors of experimentation.”

For more information on the Coulston Foundation cam-
paign, visit www.vivisectioninfo.org/Coulston/totalvictory.

9 Elel Xsaunoa ojoyd
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Another Newspaper?

We decided that a free paper that covers the many
dlﬂ'cnnr aspects oj reating and [iving in a non-
hierarcical arw{aoloqua(h/ just society was really needed.
In our quest for a society based on mutual aid and vol-
untary cooperation w ithout the coercion ofa rulmg elite
we have noticed a soﬁ'd‘dbgmatism that, quitefrank‘l}/,
we are sick of

We can not afford to waste our energy on internal
struggles and debates about who is more revolunonan/
than whom. This saps at the very root ofour_fzght_for a
better world.

We que to _puB[isﬁ various stories whether tﬁc}/ are
violent or non violent, happy or sad, passive or aggres-
sive, tﬁeoretical‘orrpmcrica(; for it’s from cﬁﬁercnt ideas
and dreams that we can create a free world.

Our ultimate goa [is a world without wars, poverty, eco-
l’ogica[ destruction and oppression, where all tﬁings, hu-
man or not are valued and free to live. We do not wish to

continue the hollow lifestyle sold to us by corporate mas-

ters. We ﬁqaefor a worllﬁ}f pﬁzy and ﬁa}ryiness Ee_yond}ﬁe

oty

dull monoculture of this one, where true wildness and the
human world coexist equa [1/ Tt is our intention to pu[ [ish
stories that mfffuy create and maintain these qoal

We most oppose a forms qf coercion mc(udmg the state.
We oppose national borders. 1deas of ethnic or cultural
superiority recreate the world we ioye to escape. Private
property and money create social division and injustice.

We [ive in a complex world, but hope to remind people
not ro’)‘mget to favc_fun and retain a sense qf humor b_l/

_pn’nting h umor, as weldl‘as._pﬁil‘osqpﬁy,’practical‘ic{eas and
action information. Unless it much easier to just publish
Wildcat comics.

It is our Eel'icf that in the su}aermark’et of ideas we
must learn to steal from everyone for even a idiot some-
times speaks the truth,

So, certain[y, you sﬁoul’c{ger writing idiot!

Earth First! Journal BLANK WALL-SPECIAL INSERT WWW.EARTHFIRSTJOURNAL.ORG



CariracasT SocieTYy Sucxks

Governments have notﬁing to give us except what tﬁey
have ﬁrst taken away,. No one can give us freec[om. Groups
that promise freec[om and peace [ie and give us war and
injustice instead, perpetrating the crime of hierarchy in
the name cf [iﬁe‘rty. The colonialism so r{eqify ingminez{
in our minds has created the monotone McCulture of the
western world that is Eeing sold to the 5[06(5 in the f[asﬁ—
ing images on TV and on the silverscreens of Hollywood.

Contmry to the view cf g(oﬁa[ization supporters in-
dustrial })roduction doesn’t automatical'[y }orovi(fe _poor

Third World workers with the Eeys to wealth and ﬁa}a}ai-

when ye(y(e lose control of their destinies tﬁey in turn try
to control someone or thing else. This alienation is the
creator of class war, sexism, racism, homophobia and eco-
logical destruction. Whenever someone else is in control
humanity, everything else on the planet is endangered.
Because of the disenchantment created by the consumer
world, we fill our [ives with stuff to help us feel whole. As
we get bored with one thing the capitalist system feeds us
a different (ifestyle in order to create a new and demand-
ing market. Whether it is guru, cmftsman or rock star, all
are new images needing new stuff to maintain that nifty

ness. In the apparel industry the pay
raises don’t even come close to the in-
ffation in the country, even with in-
creased in exports to the United

States. Economists point to the fact
that 20 Years ago 25% of the world
[ived on a dollar a week. While tocfay
it is down to 20% [iw’ng on a dollar a
week convenientfy feaving out that
now the fact is that a dollar 20 years |

ago cou[cfﬁuy you a [Of more tﬁan it
L{OQS now. 4s fﬁe O[J quote goes tﬁere
are tﬁree Emc[s qffies; [ies, cfamn [ies,

new [ifestyle. The mar-
ket can also feed us new
Autonomy and | values of universal love,
i nature and openness,

Cooperation ,
: new views for consola-
)'13"0 tion, like yaciﬁsm, pa-
Government | ganism and astrology

Irrelevant | & all things from the

past repackaged and
sold to you for consump-
tion. This ﬁe[}as us not
to notice how stuck we
are in the vicious circle

and statistics that _prove your point.

Ca}n’ta[ism forces yecy& to sell themselves into wage sla-
very where everytﬁing tﬁing is for sale; your time, your en-
ergy, your (iﬁ. Where you know the }m'ce (f everytﬁing but
the value of notﬁing. We can no ﬁmger sit on the fence. Tt is
not a matter of free trade or fair trade or a friendfier fm’m of
our oppression. Ourselves and our world are not for sell.

Industrial }JroJuction with its time clocks, gpecia[iza-
tion, and production for profit for its own sake is a fur-
ther division of [abor that create classism and ﬁierarcﬁy.
Social class did not fall froni the moon. 1t was created
using the division of labor. In hunter and, gatherer societ-
ies men hunted and women gatﬁered As time went 6}/ the
hunters turn to warriors and then to Kings. This was the
emEryo of the modern }Jatriarcﬁa[ world.

Social classes yroJuce a psycﬁofogy cf domination, and

of }Jroc[ucri(m, consump-
tion and waste and forces us to work to pay for things we
don’t reaﬂ’y need as well as worEing to make more unnec-
essary stu[f. t’s an insane _paper chase and com]a[éte[y
unnecessary, except to Eee}a consumer ca}n’ta[ism grindi’ng
on. Terﬁays onfy 5% of the work done today feed's, heats
and [igﬁts our lives, the rest is pretty much unnecessary.

A move away from work would oﬁvious[y Eeneﬁ’t the
more down trodden ye(yﬁe in society.

‘Reafity tocfay is ﬁt(f of unfuﬂi’ffed }Je(y(e trave[[ing in
streets ﬁxﬂ' cf banks, sﬁqu, tmﬂ:ic and neon [igﬁts. Streets
fu[f of cops and adverts for tﬁings you don’t even need. We
[ive rusﬁing to work, }mncﬁing the clock when we should
be }mncﬁing our boss. These ca}n’ta(ist, reaﬁ'ty-se[[ing
ﬁfesty[es are a very poor imitation qf ﬁaving a real ﬁfe.
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SMarcc 18 BEAUTIFUL

The boredom of society today can’t be reformed it must
be rep[acecf We seek to rq»face the dominant culture (f
death with the ecofogy of everydb_y [ife, where we reconnect
with ourselves and the planet around us. A concrete world
breed’s ayarﬁy but even the cities were built on fertife soil
and fresﬁ water we just need to break tﬁrougﬁ the Smface.

‘Jf we are to reconnect ourselves to the world around us
we need to work togetﬁer Mutual aid and'cooyeration n
affinity groups in a community is the antidote to the alien-
ation of mass society. This will, if we are success overcome
the cultural Eaggage that has created racism. ‘Jf acat and
a crow can work togetﬁer sure[y yeo])[e can.

All too often people who wish to see the end of oppres-
sion just mirror the structure of the oppressor and replace
it. ‘Jc[entity pimps sell us ideas of a class, genc{er, or ethnic
group Eeing the true su}o})fiers qf freecfom when tﬁey are
reaf[y re}vackaging the old world rather than creating an
equa[ and progressive society. Oﬁen times this zfe@ing of
other cultures does notliing but create furtﬁer class and
race division based on r{tﬁ(e'rent skin color or ﬁe'ritage cf
cultural uyﬁn’nging. The worsﬁﬁpying qf agroup of yecy(e
merel’y maintains the ﬁiemrcﬁy cf modern society.

There is a continuing a}a})eal‘cf nationalism in ever so
called radical centers. For as fong as there is social divi-
sion and separation their can never be equafin/. In fact

\

powerful elites rely on social division to stay in control of
us. They need to divide to stay in power over us and use
fear to continue the status quo. We can’t use the master’s
tools, like nationalism or alienation, to destroy the mas-
ters house. You only have to look at Israel to see that even
those who have lived through a holocaust repeat the pat-
tern of other states. Cultural, political and ethnic isola-
tion perpetuates this racists system and is a retreat to-
wards death. We can’t rank whose oppression is the worst
or dictate whose struggle should be primary. There is no
privifegec( points of rupture, no person or squect which is
absolutely radical and irrecuperable by the dominant or-
der, and which constitutes an aﬁso[ute[y guamnteez{ yoint
of departure for total transformation.

Racism isn’t a biological instinct in the brain. It comes
from our origins in tribal societies and can easily be over
come by working together for our own mutual benefit. We
have to create a human community of empowered indi-
viduals who can work togetﬁer. Our liberation can not be
imposed. You can not [iberate me and 1 can not liberate
you but together we can achieve our (iberation.

An old native America prophecy talks of people of all

creeds, colors and religions joining to save the planet and

in turn ﬁéerating us too.

= E g1}
m— % ERIC DROOKE (WWW.DROOKER.COM) D

ﬁ,.
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L2ND 2aND LIBERTY

Malcolm X once pomted out that all revofutmnary
strugg[es are centered on the question qf land. Land is
the basis ofyfreed’om, justice and equafity. The agn’cu[—
ture/foocf 1'nd‘ustry is the second most yr(ﬁtaﬁfe indus-
try in the cayt’taﬁst world afrer tﬁe’pﬁarmaceutical'in-
c{usrry, 50 zf we can learn to take care of ourselves rﬁrougﬁ
free skools, work communaffy to feec{ ourselves and have
health care_for those around us, then we are taEing di-
rect action. We are unc&rmining the systems hold over
the world and us. Whether it be a primitive camp in the
woods, an insurgent communa[farm in the ﬂppalbcﬁifa.rl
‘Mountains or a gueri[fa garcfen in the city, all are work-
ing towards a better world. There is no one way. Diver-
sity is our strengtﬁ. These autonomous zones givea g[ance
intoa di’ﬁer’ent way (y( ﬁfe, giving usa refresﬁi ng look at
how the world could be.

g[ol;a[ism needs resources from across the p[anet to sur-
vive. The mega machine exploits those who work the land;
people who have nothing to gain from cooperating with
ca_pita[ and so take back the land. Groups in Central
America and South America like the MST reoccupy land
just the same as urban 3ueri[[a garcfeners do in cities
around the ‘US.

These ideas are norﬁing new. Q)uring the Middle Ages
’peqpfe (ike the Tt aborites, the free S})irits, and the Diggers
fougﬁt the land lords to veturn the land to the }aefy&z. ‘Even

in Modern times the Maknovis:  in the Ukraine burnt

their leases and returned the land to the _peasants. The
rally cry of “Land and Liberty” rang out from those like
the Magon brothers and their supporters and again dur-
ing the agruuﬁrum[ collective uprisings in Spain when
800.,000 yeqv[e where organizeo{ into 2,000 collectives.
When }Jeqp[e talk cf over yoyu(atiomtﬁe famines and
the destruction it creates—tfley are missing the point. It’s
industrialism that forces 'peqpfe to move away from the
land and into cities in search of fooc{ and Profit, creating
an atmosyﬁere qf overcrow‘fing and poverty. Ofren times
when yecy[es go flungr_\/ it is not for lack q( food’ but lack
of “justice. It’s more yroﬁtaE[e to feed‘gmin and soy grown
in the third world to animals at industrial farms in the
west than feec{ it to the poor. During the famine in Ethio-

yia in the 80’s for every Eag of gra,in given to the refugees

di’s_p[acec{ cfun’ng the civil war fEtﬁiqpia exyoﬂef 4 6ags
to pay back its debt so it could continue ﬁgﬁring the war.

By 2028 there is going to be an estimated 8 billion
}aeqpfe on the y[anet. We can’t simp[y sit back and let the
agricu(tum[ ino[ustry }Jusfl its [ies of biotech and chemi-
cals as the solution to the growing }chau[ation. Land re-
distributes and the destruction of cayita[ism is the on[y
ﬁcye for wilderness and humans. The poor don’t need to
be growing chemical ﬁungry monoculture cash crops [ike
coﬁee or tea or c{rugs to survive. T ﬁey need land and sus-
tainable permaculture so as not to destroy the planet that
all (ife depend on.

We'd dll have starved todeath, | Wbar became of the
ffithadn't beenfor thegrain | grainyowgrew yownselves?
given from Europe. Didyoveatisall 27

'-’//////)//wmun .
Lyl muw

No.'That was exported to Europe

and fed tocattle.
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Those people who talk about class struggle and revolution
without the reference to everyday (ife, without understanding
what's subversive with love andwhat is positive in the refusal of
constraints, these }Jecyﬁa have corpses in their mouths.

ﬂnytﬁing can happen, who 15 years ago would of have

predicted the end of the Cold War and the changes and
Nelson Mandala becominghead of South Africa. Look at

the rise cf the anti—gfoﬁafiza-
tion movement. G 7/1MF/
WTO had meetings for years
then all of a sudden people showed
up on the streets. It is time to de-
mand the imyossiﬁfe or we may
well be faced with the unthinkable.
It seems that as long as our
struggle is not on our own o?

capital, there will be no cre- 3) A
at};on of a better world. L
What is the point of occu-
pying the factories when its pro-

duction that should be stopped? Why

should we wish to take over the system

that imprisons us? So we can self manage our own impris-
onment? Why keep the corporations domestic when it goes
on to ruin the local environmet? Surely we are fighting a
losing battle if we are fighting for industry. 1t’s a system so
diabolical that poisons the food that we eat, water we drink
and air we breath why would we want to take it over?

1t will take a social revolution to bring permaculture
to the cities: a revolution that tears up most of the streets
and turns them into food, forests, and gardens. Reclaim
the rooftops for solar panels , we need no more power plan-
ets choking our air. Rain caught in tanks rather then
dams so rivers and fish can run free again. Under the
pavement a garden!

1t’s bad enough having to dealwith the arrogant elite’s

sy
& “Ew"“%v

of the Leviathanwho, inthe name
of progress and civilization, are
doing their best to steam roll the
El'osyﬁere and humanity, but root-
ing for the impending collapse as
a cure all is even worse.

n a CO[[C!}?SE }76(39[6 sucﬁ as

survivalists and white supremacists will capitalize on the
opportunity to promote their own goals. They often [ive in
rural areas, know how to live qﬁ( the land and have may have
undergone guerrilla training, have weapons and know how to
use them. From out q’ the chaos a new order will emerge, and
it won't be the one we envision. Out of the ashes other bully
boys will arise to flex their muscles.

devastating effects on the non human world. There is

an example of this in Rwanda where the tribe

in power was kicked out and ran way into
the forest where they slaughtering any-
tﬁing that didn’t more quicéer than an
AK-47's bullet. T ﬁey c{estroyec{ the
local emfangem{ mountain gorilTas.
Unless the social re-
[ationship is changed
M)ﬂ by a popular revolu-
Y tion then the old ty-

rants will continue

their destructive ways.
Just as we need mu-

y tual aid to overceme the alienation
of humanity we also need to have ecology of everyday life. We
need to reconnect with the world around us and fight the
psychology of domination not just of people but also of the
environment. People have to become part of the ecosystem.

People in the third world are resisting the monopoliz-
ing of seed production and the patenting of biotech seeds.
They are not buying the ideas of economic growth, predi-
cated on the work of women and the third world. We must
support their struggle by creating our own here.

Modern capitalist relationships have pushed many
people to the periphery of society leaving nothing to gain
from the world we [ive in today. A [ittle jolt could disrupt
their way of thinking and turn them against the system.
So let’s act up.
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For a better world we all.

We have no desire to mere[y turn the world u}m’ofe
down, but wish to create a human and nonhuman
communit}/ of eﬂuafs with no ruﬁng elite. Beita m’Ee,
workers council, city rule or elected council we can’t
dé[egate our [ives into someone else’s hands. We want
autonomy not cfemocmcy with aﬁ(im’ty groups de-

cid’ing their own destinies. We need to
learn from each other with mu- ¢ o UQ
o /

tual respect to create a multi

cultural world at peace with
itse_[f and the earth and to (
N

have [ife without dead
time.

We do believe in di-
rect-action, action that
will brin _power into
our ﬁandsg and not that
of autﬁoriry. For us di-
rect action is a yractice
based on })eoy(es strugg[es
to overcome their own sub-
ordination. T yyica((y those
with relative dominance
attampt to déﬁne their subordi-
nates, telling them what they “really
want” or rea[fzy need.” T/‘i‘/lerefore

c{isemyowerec{ people often have cﬁﬂ:icuﬁ*{ﬁ/ in dlzfin-
ing and naming themselves and their (ives — and
even more in actin? on the sense of segf. Direct action
is a way for people to get in touch with tﬁei‘r own
power and capacities, to take back the power of nam-
ing themselves adn theier [ives.

G{evo[utionar\/ k'nowl’edz;e can’t be taugﬁt, and it
can’t be force—fec{, it does not }Wocecfe experience, it

_ f[ows ﬁom it

When yeqpfe have to d%}ven({ on the state for ro-
tection from others tﬁcy srrengtﬁentlie states hold on
society. In a true commm_lity we don’t
need a pofice force. The very pres-
ence of a law enforcemenf sys-
tem in a community is an
indication that somethin
is not working. And the
presence of tﬂe Joo[ice is
su}ayosec[ to make it
work? Such a force is
ﬁ re}wessive. A commu-
m’ty isa y[ace where

n there is consensus;

l not where there is a
crooked [oo/éing on-
looker with a gun, cre-
ating an atmospﬁere cf

unrest,

We must beware of roups
that promise a better deal. Dur-
ing the 5%1’11711'% of the industrial

revolution in Britain a roup rose u against
the centralization and shoddy work 1’ndf£trial’ism
ojﬁ'ﬁrecf T ﬁey belived af[sfwuz{ be free to determine
their own goal's and destinies rather than the need to
work c[etermining those rﬁings. Totry snd stop them
more ‘British troops where sent to their towns then
T\fctpoﬂzor*l had to face n Ium}ae at the same time.

Q

We're winning No, we're winning We're winning No, we're winnir.bs
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Despite fierce repression the Luddites sti[[posecf quite
a threat, so the goverenment legalized trade unions.
T ﬁey, in turn, convinced people to work in the facto-
ries by Zﬁ(ering better pay and hours. The same tac-
tic has historically been used by those in power from
the Catholic Church to governments giving women/
people of color/working class the vote so they cazﬂpicﬁ
their own repressors. dQﬁen times people are called into
talks and are offered a seat at the table (ike durin
the Spanish Revolution when CNT leaders joined the
government or they are simply gunned down like in
Russia (1917-21) or Mexico (1910). Governments will
never give us our freedom we must take it from them.
Learning to [ive free [from ezgl[oitation by boy-
cotting the institutions [ike banks, corporations and
the governments that are destroying our world is an
important first step. We can dl[c? a new life with
each other and recgim our destinies fmm those who
want to control our lives. Humans are not intrinsi-
cally evil; rather the society we are raised in creates
unnatural cutthroat attitudes and beliefs. If right
from the outset certain people are denied all possibili-
ties of ﬁumam’ty, how can tﬁey suﬁsequentfy be ex-
pected to emerge as real people? When conffict comes,
those who defend capital sgo)u[(f be reduce to the level
of bestial or mechanical adversities. We need to re-
veal and demystify and demonstrate its contradic-
tions and rise doubt in their minds. We can’t make
the mistake that we can somehow enforce our will over
others or we too will become what we despise.
Racketeers preach the merits of chaos and collapse,
but that will not 6ring about a better world for af(7 its
inhabitants. Empires have come and gone but the
social relationship, the class structure, and the domi-
nation cf nature continues. Without a }Jroactive ap-

proach there is no flloye. We should learn from the
past and carry those lessons onto a free and just soci-
ety for all. ’Be(eivin{g that a ﬁuge co[[a}?se v_vill return
us to eden is unrealistic, for Enow(ege and h istory are
yassec[ on. :

rPeoy[e can learn to cooperate and lunnanir}/ can
learn to coexist with the world around it. Do not be
foo[ecf 61/ those who talk about total destruction rather
than a world where the true Beaun/ of a nluruam/
coq?emtive society exists. Not from the ﬂ'z;qﬁt of I'L{Ea;',
but on[y in action is freec[om.

Spare us some (social) change?

So thére you have it, our ideas and dreams. So
what do you think?

So this seemed a little rushed but the computer
ate our entire first blankwall and we had to rewrite
it in a night, oh the evils of the computer age. :

We are looking for ideas, articles, and art, so-if
you likewhat the paper has to say or hate us and
want to rant about it, than send us an article, don't
wait, do it right now!! Or write and tell us what you
would like to see more of in the paper and we'll do
our best to bring it to you.

If you want to help out but don’'t want to write
you can distro the papr, just write and tell us how
many you want and where to send them and send
some money for postage.

The paper is free but the printing and postage
aren'’t, and at the moment it's coming out of our pock-
ets so if you can spare some change we really could
do with some money. We are poor bastards and
will not be able to out-of-pocket this forever.

Any ideas or offers can be sent to us at,

NFN POBOX 10384, Eugene OR 97440 or

thenewsfromnowhere@yahoo.com.

No, we're winning

Well, at least we know whes always losing }

in South Sudan ! ¢
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NFN POBOX 10384, Eugene OR 97440

Aall }m'ces include _postage in North America pfease send
cash or money orders with the payee blank.

Pamphlet ]

?’lnm’cﬁy and what it stands for Emma Goldman $1
‘Anarcﬁy ‘By FErrico Malatesta $2

Anarchism: The Feminist Connection [y Peggy Kornegger $2
Abolition of Work and Primitive ﬂﬁuencgq%/ Bob Black $2
Troﬁaﬁly one qf the best anti work rants you'll ever read
and solution to work. Workers of the world relax.
Anthro ofogy and Anarchism $2

The id{as (f rRec[us, ’Boug(e, ‘Mauss, ﬂad%ﬁ)ﬁ%-iBrown
‘qupotﬁin, Bookchin, Clastres, Zerzan. First ﬁrintec( in
Anarchy the jouma[ of desire armed

Behind the Balaclavas $2

A critical look at the EZLN

Code of Student Resistance $2

Tdeas on resisting state indoctrination at school
Consent or Coercion $1

An anarchist case for social tmnsformation and answers
to questions about anarchism

Dear Motorist; $1

This is not a critique of the environmental destruction of
the car imfustry Zut the destructiveness of the whole car
culture.

Ecology of ‘Revo(utionary thought $1

‘Mur?’y Bookchins first amphlet

Grand Jury, a tool tf po itical repression; $2

The ﬁistory and experience of Grand Juries ﬁ'om aguy in
the know.

granf j]ury Comix. $1

A comix from the 70’s about gmnd’ _jury resistance
Green ﬂnarcﬁy By Steve Booth $3

What green anarcﬁy needs to Steve ﬁrst _puﬁ[isﬁec[ mi1997
‘Jf an agent knocks. $1

What to do 1f the cops come after you

Land and Liﬁerry; 6y gmﬁam Burnett $2

Comic and how to guid'e tourban gan{ening, edible yfanets
and more. More great yictures and ideas from this Punk
5arc[ener. )
Mapping the Green Anarchist future By Graham Pur-
chase $2

An Australian anarcho sync{iciqﬁst look at how green
anarcﬁy could work.

Modern School Movement $2

’Ref(ecrion qf student qf the Ferrer Modern School an
anarchist school

Molotov Cocktail $5

A ﬁuge collection qf situationist ic{ea;from Paris 68 to the
Kings Mob, from the Angry Bn’ga ¢ to the White Pan-

thers to the Bureau of Public Secrets. A great introduction
to situationist ideas.

On tﬁe}aoverty ofstuc{ent (ife $2

One of the classic texts from the Situationist International
Our Allotment; by Graham Burnett $1

A kids co[oring EZOE to encourage ga rd'en,ing, but also a
cool Punk comic book.

Permaculture, A beginners Gu ide Ey G raham Burnett $2
Aall you ever wanted to know about permacu (ture and were
afmic{ to ask

Prison Abolition Ey Yves Bourque $1
Primitivism- An lusion with no ffuture $3

A look at primitivism Ey one of the editors cf the Green
Anarchist from the UK "

Survival Without Rent $2

A how to guidé to squatting, from cooﬁing to repair to
toilets. y

The revofutionary Pleasure ofrliinﬁi ng for yoursegf $1
The y[ace qf ﬂnarcﬁy in Soctalistic Evolution ‘.By Peter
Kropotkin $1

The anarchist princes looks at how anarc/iy could work.
Paris 68 $1

An eyewitness account o the events oj Paris 68

The Rise ;[)f the West Ey John Connor $3

An anarc oyn’mitivist look at the rise qf the west and how
it could be undone

This is what democracy looks [ike $2

Arguments for Autonomy not d'emocracy

TNV times $2

Your 7 day guia{e of how to kill your TV. The TV can’t be
revolutionized

Untying the Knot. $2

Ideas for eminism Anarchism and Organization ﬁ’om Jo
Freeman and Cathy Levine

Well fed not an Animal dead; by Graham Burnett $2
Not fust and excellent vegan coo book but also how to brew
beer or wine and" wﬁy we should, growit ourselves. ’lnforma-
tional and reaffy necessary with great Punk art.

We all [ive in Bhopal by George Bradford $1

Wh inc{ustry really sucks

What s Socia[fco[:)/gy Ey Murray Bookchin $2

Title says it all.

Withered Anarchism Ey Bob Black $3

The fo[[ow—u}a iece in response to CMurray Bookchin’s
Whiter Anarchism from anarcﬁy’s anti-hero.

You cant blow up a social re[ationsﬁi}r $1

The anarchist case againsr terrorism

Badges

Black and green stars $3
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“As an enviro poet activist who hooked up with Earth First! after reading about their Gila exploits in Gordon
Solberg’s Dry Country News, 1 was delighted the inner circle was open to radical poetry as part of their nascent
newsletter, which quickly evolved into the Journal. I submitted a poem and was offered a job as poetry editor. So
for 10 years, 1981 to 1991, I supplied a camera-ready page of poems I laid out and called Armed with Visions. Our
motto: clear as cut glass & just as dangerous. Poets from around the country responded. I'm proud of the variety,
the power and the wisdom of the poems during those 10 years. May Earth First! remain armed with visions.”

BY GNOME WOLF SPIRALS

I was encouraged (read

aF
drafted) at the 2002 EF! Orga-
nizers’ Conference to do a regular

column for the Journal. The Journal staff
and I liked the thought of a series of dialogues with the
elders from within the EF! movement. Yes, even in this late
year of 2002, EF! has been blessed with the presence of
many elders—those who have been around for 10, 15, even
20 years and who have helped shape EF!’s activism, culture
and philosophies. In this inaugural attempt, I interviewed
Dennis Fritzinger, warrior poet extraordinaire and editor
of the Armed with Visions page since 1991. He’s also the
only man in Earth First! history to begin a statement with
the words: “Pardon me.”

EF!]: What moved you to EF! poetry?

DF: I was doing EF! poetry before
EF! came along—I'd been taking col-
lege classes, reading Edward Abbey
and had an epiphany. I guess hearing
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow read
to me when I was young made a
lasting impression. It wasn’t until col-
lege that I decided I wanted to be a
poet, though I had written a few things
in high school.

EF!]: Who were our original EF! poet-
pioneers? How has our poetry evolved?

DF: The original EF! poet-pioneers
were Art Goodtimes and Gary Snyder.
I wasn’t around back then, but
Goodtimes convinced Dave Foreman
of the need for poetry in the move-
ment, and Snyder was an early sup-
porter and reader at EF! events. Iwould
say that our poetry has become more
connected to the oral tradition
through performance, sort of paralleling Slam and Stand-
Up poetry.

EF!]: How did the Warrior Poets Society come about?

DF: I plead guilty to this one. I was in a panic because the
staff that took over the Journal when the old staff (Nancy
Zierenberg, John Davis, et. al.) quit, had dropped the

Dent

Rekindling the Campfire
Dialogues with Our Elders

éihge : S)ppé

—ART GOODTIMES

poetry page. I started thinking that the only way to get it
back was for Earth First! poets to organize. Then I heard
Dana Lyons tell the story of Milton Born-with-a-Tooth and
the Lonefighter’s Society, and I came up with the name
“Warrior Poets Society.”

EF!J: You’ve been my mentor and inspiration since my first EF!
poem. Who were your mentors and inspirations when you began?

DF: How far back do you want to go? After Longfellow,
when [ was in high school in New England, I encountered
the poetry of Robert Frost. So I guess Frost was a mentor. I
also read the English Romantic poets, whose own inspira-
tion was largely nature-derived.

EF!J: How can poetry be used to maintain EF!’s biocentric center?

DF: Any biocentric poem creates a ripple—like a stone
thrown in water. I think Armed with Visions needs to
retain its biocentric focus aggressively—I've tried to do
that, although I notice Goodtimes
(its previous editor) didn’t always. I
like to think of us as a compass
needle—pointing in the direction we
need to go.

EF!J: What poets outside the EF! tradi-
tion do you recommend for biocentric
inspiration (Snyder, Robinson Jeffers, etc.)?

DF: Well, I think Snyder and Jeffers
are in the EF! tradition. They're at least
honorary members of the Warrior Po-
ets Society. I'm sure there are many
poets I don’t know, but I'd recom-
mend Simon Ortiz, Peter Blue Cloud,
Joy Harjo and Linda Hogan for start-
ers. Also Mary Oliver, W.S. Merwin
and Nanao Sakaki.

EF!J: Anything else, your call?

DEF: For most Americans, poetry is
. this weird “other language,” like

French or Chinese. I would like to

make it as familiar as croissants or

Chinese take-out. Or pizza. Even bet-
ter, I would like it to be a way we explore our deepest
concerns about the planet we live on—how we can become
better citizens of a teeming, species-rich globe.

Gnome Wolf Spirals is a poet, deep ecologist and misanthrope of
leprechaun descent. He lives seven street crossings from the nearest
lesbian coffee shop.
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TREE-SIT TV

America at the end of Avgy;’r, vnder CGrod,
aooking_in the filth of it abundance,

Sits down to one of it¢ moming_ voutines,
coffee and a alovghnv‘f’ and the Today Show.
At 9:08, in the midst of the vsval trivia,
;omoﬁning ;frango and new appears:

3 woman named Remedy, li\/iné_in a redwood,
five monthg !oné_ and fxfﬁ? yardls Inig,h,
Ploading_ with all her heart and soul

for the last few ancient tree.

A trie voice in the wilderness, for one minvte.

The rest of the show proceeds as follons:
two minvtes of lumber lackey lies,

a stifled attempt by our hero for equal time,
ads for candy bars, Kleeney, antidepressants
and Penny’s super cologsal Labor Day ale,

a five-minvte inferview with a Scrabble ohampion

more ads for ingurance, olrvgs, toilet cleaners,
underwear, more alrvgs—aak ads ads ad navsevm.
Then the 5roonhov§o weather veport,
olrong’ wi‘quring the western states,
followed by, you évoggod it, more ads.

And scattered ovt there across the land

are Some. young. women and young. men

who just happen to be there at 9:08,

and their veal education bcginc,

here in the last week of qummer,

3 their hearts and minds are blowm open

by those moments on the Today Show.

They are the Remedys and Wiens and Bari
and Haylvkes and Butterflys to come,

and the Mother of vs all is c/aring_ for them.
Take heart, Komcdq, ‘Hnoq‘m on their way.

*Craig_ Oare

OREEN WITH ENVY

Em/q these ravens in their Plaval f!igh‘f‘

Who dive and tumble high above our heads,
Play airborne fag, and shovt their wild doﬁgfrf‘
While activists envmerate the dreads

That threaten wilderness wnder their wings.
Envon et. al. a“\/\/b] up watersheds

Like bandits with elected hiro!ingg.

¢ an in§3d0J0b with complicit Feds.

E{t)Ob’ innocence before it’s too late
To land, becavse the land’s been torm to shreds.
Beware lies politiciang logidm“(/,

The gq/virming Qohoming_ of f!ighﬂo« bipcd;.

The totic, lead-base mix of their green paint
Makes lans look like exactly what they ain't.

—Jogé Knigh)ron

SEND POEMS TO
WARRIOR. POETS SOCIETY
FPOB 14501

BERKELEY, CA 94712-5501

AlLL RIGHTS RESERVED TO
THE AUTHORS



VISIONS:

FREEDOM PRAYER

Freedom i§ hours on a Qandq beach
5374'"5_ ovt to ¢ea
wa‘l“c,hing_i’hc sun sink into a surveal hovizon

Freedom i¢ the Vv§hin5 warm breath of Spring_
blowing Vodcmg’rion ‘H’\VOVéh the lush grove of Yovr ol
3¢ the ice melts away beneath Yowr feet

Freedom 1§ a oovn‘hfb] mile to 50
down a dvém road
ovrglng_ the 5{3\/&’ as it ¢tabg your oles

Freedom i¢ an emotion
that needs to be rediscovered

Freedom ¢ hard—vvork.ing men
ooming_ home. to bra—bvming_ women

while the kids raise hell in the babb]arcl

Freedom ¢ the blves in Yowr heart
and bliss in yowr attitude

and a comprehensive kiss now and then from an admirer

Freedom i¢ five 5y'r+ar§ in harmony
lav5h2n5, and §in51n5 Songs of love and creation
arond the fireside, by the lake, at dusk

Freedom i§ a verb
that needs to be oxporionood more often

Freedom i when Yov don’t have to sneak to be vniq/uo
don’t have to conform to customs

or Shrovd Yowr foe/“ngs in Some false ProPrio‘h?

when it’s ok to not be one of the me)'orih?

becavse no one 1§ ‘hfqingfo bind or contvol Yov

harm or condition You

Clear a¢ cut

5la§§ ¢ J'qu aS
olangf/rové

Freedom, like honor, is its own reward

which many fail fo perceive

They see norfhing_ to be 5aincd by Freedom

no ladders lcading_‘l”o power

no systems of exaltation

of what valve ‘l“ho»] ask i it in trade

for a TV, or tickets to the Mauf& Daq Parade?

Oh Grod, keep their pitiful disease from infooﬁng_ me
and my oommvni-h}
Keep their onoraaohing ‘l’cdfmology’
from oqbomiu’ng my ;vgoo’riviﬁ,
Keep their demented ¢ense of aon@/od’
from crvelly ‘hfanéforming_ my home
Keep their Poigong from olraining_ into the streams | drink
from bofouﬁng_‘f‘ho air | breathe
Keep their §+od<.t13rak and Priéoné
from cpringing_ up in the Swamps and graédandé
Keep their Parking_ lots from Paving_ Paradise

And keep their war machines

from cpoiling_ﬁao Earth <o green
from cPiHing_ blood in the Grarden

and keep their commercial activities
from malo'ng_a frivolovs fool ovt of me

Oh Grod, keep their wnévming_ mindg and Po!H’i&é
from dié‘h:rbing_ all the wildermess

Keep their Slash and burn provigion
from making_‘f‘ha‘l’ fatal incigion

into the body of my Graian Mother

—Scott Sandlin



Dear

Shit
or

Brains

continued from page 3
Editors’ note: The Journal
collective received a letter from
an author expressing concern
that colonialism andracism had
occurred in our editorial process
last issue. We feel this needs to
be openly addressed and have
decided to use the space nor-
mally reserved for SFBs to print
a sampling of the dialogue that
occurred between the authors
and the collective. The original
text of the “Black Hills are Still
Sacred” can be found at
www.earthfirstjournal.org.

Dear Earth First! Journal,
When you asked me to write
an article about the situa-
tion on the Black Hills, I
decided to ask a
friend to also P
write an ar-
ticle (see
EF!] Sep-
tember-Oc-
tober 2002).
My friend is of
the Oglala
Lakota
Band of
the Great
Sioux Na- §
tion and is
a person that
truly voices indigenous
feelings over the Black Hills.
She has experienced first-
hand the effects of coloniza-
tion, both of the land and of
her people. She is a brave and
courageous advocate for in-
digenous rights in a land of

rampantracism and European
ignorance and arrogance. I
asked her to write an article
about the Black Hills because
I, as a white person, cannot
even begin to express or ex-
plain the impacts European
colonization have had on the
Black Hills as a natural eco-
system and as a sacred land to
the Great Sioux Nation and
countless other indigenous
tribes. I asked her to write an
article because I felt that she
could express the real trouble
facing the Black Hills, that of
colonization perpetuated not
only by the forces that seek to
destroy the Black Hills eco-
system for profit, but also
by our movement, which
oftentimes forgets (or more
often denies) the connection
between indigenous suffering
and ecological suffering.
Yet, as important as her
voice is to today’s efforts to
decolonize the land as well as
ourselves, and to ultimately
end, once and for all, the Eu-
ropean-spawned ecocide, you
chose to sideline and censor
her voice. As I
sent you

her ar-
ticl e (“The Black
Hills are Still ~ Sa-
cred ™) alongwith
mine Q (“Pro-
phetic Fire on
- the Black
Hills"”),
you gave
me the im-
pression  her

voice was valued in its
entirety and that every

one of her
words would be printed
alongside mine. Instead, you
cut many pieces out of her
article and positioned it in
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such a way that only
downplayed its significance.
Rather than being placed in
the position ofimportance and
relevance that it deserved, her
article was printed as a block
inside of mine and given barely
enough space to be noticed.
Mostdisturbing though, isthat
youdid noteven contact me or
my friend to see if the edits to
her article were appropriate or
acceptable, yet you contacted
me several times to go over
edits to my article.

While [ want to believe an
honest mistake was made, it
is difficult to believe that an
indigenous person’s voice
was mistakenly sidelined
and edited while a white
person’s voice was not re-
stricted in the least. I truly
believe these actions are en-
tirely indicative of a colo-
nial blindness that many of
us continue to be inflicted
by and that only perpetu-
ates genocide. This oversight
is a perfect example of how
far our movement has to go
in overcoming our colonial
past and in deconstructing
our own white privilege,
which leads us to ignore the
relationship between indig-
enous suffering and ecologi-
cal destruction. If we do not
value the voices of indig-
enous peoples enough to
recognize the importance
and relevancy of their words
to our struggles, then we can-
not even begin to talk about
ending 510 years of geno-
cide and the ecocide we now
face today.

Please do not take thisas an
insult or as an affront to the
incredible work y’all do. I re-
ally value the opportunity to
read the Journal, and I am
greatly appreciative of the fact
that you contacted me to pro-
vide an article. I also appreci-
ate the fact that you sent me
a copy.

Our colonial ignorance
or oversight is something
many of us are struggling
with, including myself, and
I feel that it must be ad-
dressed, deconstructed and
banished forever.

—JEREMY NICHOLS

Dear Jeremy,

Please note that I am writing
on behalf of the Journal collec-
tive and where it says “we” it’s
a collective viewpoint and any-
thing else is my opinion or the
opinion of the name attached to
the sentence.

Thanks for your feedback.
The Journal collective has
spent the last few days dis-
cussing your comments
which are of serious concern
to us.

I volunteered to write this
letter because I did the layout
and the last minute cuts to
Charmaine’s article. Turtle,
Samantha, Puck and I did the
original editing of the article
which included the majority
of the cuts that Charmaine
had approved.

I apologize for not making
an effort to contact Charmaine
during layout to get her ap-
proval of the last minute
changes. This was an error in
judgment. At the time, I felt
Charmaine’s article still read
very strongly and that her
main points on European op-
pression of the Oglalas and
the Black Hills were still there.
As your letter shows, she
doesn’tagree and felther voice
was totally lost.

Thisletter has gone through
many versions. Up until last
night, I was missing one very
important part of the critique.
My understanding of how this
wasn’t just a simple case of
oversight is growing.

I think Turtle, Samantha
and I all are aware of and
regret our European-Ameri-
can ancestry of oppression
and genocide. Atfirst, Ididn’t
think that needed to be said,
that it was just a given. The
EF! Journal and the environ-
mental movement have a
racist history that this col-
lective and others are trying
to address and change. This
all womyn collective (a first
for the Journal) in particular
intends to include environ-
mental justice issues, whereas
some of our readers feel that
is inappropriate for the Jour-
nal. We see most issues of
oppression as intricately
linked. We have a lot of work



to do and much to learn. We
are actively reaching out to
writers of color. I think where
we are lacking the most
though is how to reach out
to those communities in a
way that doesn’t tokenize or
co-opt their struggles, as well
as being a supportive forum
for their voices.

I now understand how
Charmaine’s openess toward
writing for the Journal was
an offering that was precious
and should have been nur-
tured. I treated her article
like any other article when
instead, I should have
made extra effort to not
only get back to her with the
last minute cuts but to take
it further. From the begin-
ning, we all felt it was im-
portant to print Charmaine’s
article, so it makes me even
sadder to have had it come
out this way.

I cansee how it could come
across in the layout and the
last minute edits that it was
just colonial journalism and
that we weren’t really seri-
ous aboutbuilding alliances.
I can honestly say that
wasn’t my intention, but I
can also see now how view-
ing her article as a sidebar to
yours was detrimental.
When we came to that con-
clusion it would have been
the perfect opportunity to
ask her if she was comfort-
able with that. Or, we could
have made hers the main
piece and asked to excerpt
from yours as a sidebar to
address the other aspects of
concern in the Black Hills.
Such considerations will cer-
tainly be in our minds as we
work on future issues.

The Journal collective
hopes you both will con-
tinue to write for the Journal
in the future and sees this
discussion as a move toward
clearer communication.

Sincerely,

—SPRIG

Dear Sprig,

Thank you for your apol-
ogy. I really appreciate it. By
this apology then you are
starting to become aware of

more things about your
own thinking.

I have had this kind of
thing happen to me so often
that, when I received your
first edits, I knew that this
was going to happen. Iwould
not have said anything to
you. We all owe a debt of
gratitude to Jeremy, who will
receive this, because his sense
of justice opened this sad

situation up so it could be .~

healed. As this has hap-
pened to me so much, as a
Native American let alone as
a person of color (and I am
brown), and as a writer try-
ing to share our knowledge
and our perspective with the
dominant society (14 years),
[ usually don’t say anything
about edits because I know it
is futile from my past experi-
ences. No one listens
to Native American
people unless we say
what they want us to s
say. Consequently, a =%
lot of wisdom is lost.
So I'm glad this time
someone, Jeremy, opened
this up.

Yousaid somethingin your
email and I quote it here:

“I know it is hard to trust a
people that has continuously
made promises that they didn’t
ever intend to keep and then
murdered, starved and enslaved
those they made the promises
to. I would like to forget this
part of my ancestry, but [ know
its a burden I must bear if I am
going to be any different.”

The sad part is that this is
still being carried on today. It
is not just your ancestors. It is
happening today. It is easy to
say “ancestors” because then
time seems to make it farther
away, but that is not the case.
We are still being oppressed,
murdered, starved and en-
slaved today by the same US
government that started this.
The means or methods are
different than in the 1800s,
but the ends are the same.

I'll give you an example.
The Federal Surface Transpor-
tation Board (FSTB) has given
permission for the building
of a railroad track along the
last pristine grassland area in

the US, the Buffalo Gap Na-
tional Grasslands, to haul
coal to the East Coast. This
will also allow for the haul-
ing of hazardous wastes to
our reservation by the empty
coal trains on their return
trip. We have tried to warn
everyone along the line that
hauling hazardous wastes to

T sk o

be dumped

on our reservation
will endanger every-
one along the line
from the Missis-
sippi River in Min-
nesota through the
entire state of South Da-
kota. But that doesn’t
seem to bother any-
one, including

the FSTB.
. So, will it grab
} more peoples’
attention if we fight instead
for all the plants, animals,
fish and birds who will be
destroyed in the grasslands?
Yes. People will fight to have
the railroad stopped for the
environment, but not be-
cause it will hurt Sioux
people on the Pine Ridge Res-
ervation. The means are dif-
ferent. But the end is still
the same; it’s still genocide.
This is one of the reasons
why I helped Congressman
Pallone with a new Grass-
lands as Wilderness Bill (HR
5489) to save the Grasslands
and to try to protect my tribe.

We recently formed a new
group called Defenders of the
Black Hills. All of us who are
Native American who were at
the meeting, whether from
Canada or Oklahoma, were
there because of the sacred-
ness of the Hills. Our people
are also dying because we have

no access for our spirits to be
nourished by the Hills or to
even pick the medicines we
need from the Hills. We were
denied religious freedom
until 1978, just 24 years ago.
One of our most sacred
places in the Black Hills is a
tourist trap run by the na-
tional parks. We don’t have
ceremonies there anymore.
People can die because their
spirits starve also. People can
die from hopelessness.
Sometimes they drink them-
selves to death. So the means
are different, but the
end is the same.
I don’t mean
to be preach-
ing, but I think

Jeremy under-

stands whatI'm

trying to say. I

think that is

why he was dis-
tressed by what
happened. Again,
[ am thankful
for his opening
this up.
2 Now maybe
we can con-
tinue together as
people trying
to help the
Earth. We, along
with Indigenous people all
over the globe, lived with
our Mother and Grand-
mother Earth, not in domi-
nation of Her. However,
European-American religion
(Christianity and Judaism)
states “in dominion over
the Earth,” so some of us
understand why the domi-
nant culture does not
respect the Earth. She is
not a person to the domi-
nant society, just as women
were not “persons” for a
long time.

I think that some envi-
ronmentalists see part of this
but don’t understand or
know the whole thing. I
would like to help broaden
that understanding.

Thank you again for your
apology. I would like to try
to continue to submit articles
to you.

Sincerely,

—CHARMAINE WHITE FACE
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Russian Ecodefense!

BY VLADIMIR SLIVYAK

During the past 13 years, Ecodefense! has established a
network that works on environmental issues throughout
Russia and the former Soviet Union—with chapters in
Kaliningrad, Moscow, Voronezh and Dresden, East Ger-
many. No compromise in defense of the Earth’s ecosys-
tems is the network’s leading principle.

? No, T !
The core of Ecodefense!’s work is to stop the spread of
dangerous nuclear technologies favored by the Russian gov-
ernment. The only publication in Russia that reports on
anti-nuclear protests and the nuclear industry’s activities is
“Anti-Atom Press,” anational electronic newsletter produced
by Ecodefense!. Recently, Ecodefense! also started the anti-
nuclear news agency, “Antiatom.ru,” which helps the anti-
nuclear movement spread its message to the mass media.

Nonviolent direct actions are an important part of
Ecodefense!’s anti-nuclear campaign, in addition to educa-
tional events and training activists from other groups on
how to organize successful actions and campaigns. During
the last six years, Ecodefense! has organized annual anti-
nuclear camps near nuclear facilities where local activists
have needed help.

This Summer, the camp took place in Siberia, near
Russia’s largest nuclear waste storage facility. One hundred
activists from nearly 60 organizations exchanged news and
campaign knowledge, conducted trainings and organized
anonviolent protest action in Krasnoyarsk—where nuclear
waste has been transported across the country and stored
for many years.

In the past four years, Ecodefense! has also been initiat-
ing and coordinating dozens of actions against the import
and transportation of nuclear waste to Russia. During an
inter-regional protest in November 2001, activists in seven
cities protested the transportation of nuclear waste by
successfully blocking the Trans-Siberian Railroad.

The Russian nuclear industry is weakening. Importing
waste is an indispensable source of income, and killing this
source would bring the industry to a dead end. Ecodefense!
participated in a nationwide referendum aimed at stopping
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these nuclear waste imports. In 2001, a large coalition of
groups collected more than two million signatures in support
of the national vote. However, Russian authorities rejected
these signatures and prevented the referendum, allowing the
nuclear industry to survive.

The level of opposition to nuclear waste import is very
high in Russia, and Ecodefense! works intensively to
involve more groups and citizens in the anti-nuclear
movement. These actions are effective. Since legislation
allowing the import of nuclear waste to Russia was ap-
proved, the Russian Ministry of Atomic Power has been
unable to sign any new contracts for waste import. Several
countries have already indicated that they are unwilling to
send nuclear waste to Russia because public opposition is
so high.

Another successful example of campaigning exists in
Kaliningrad, near the Baltic Sea, where Ecodefense! is also
involved in local campaigns to defend forests and rivers. Since
1996, it has prevented large-scale logging in the region and has
forced the local parliament to adopt a new strategy for better
protection of the nature parks. In 1999, Ecodefense! prevented
construction of an oil reprocessing plant in Kaliningrad.
Earlier it stopped a proposed nuclear plant. At the same time,
Ecodefense! helped to establish Russia’s largest wind-powered
plant in Kaliningrad. Some activists also intensively work to
promote environmental education in schools.

In Voronezh, in the central part of Russia, Ecodefense!
has focused on resisting capitalist globalization and ge-
netically modified products, as well as preventing the
construction of new nuclear reactors in the region. In the
early 1990s, activists successfully stopped construction of
a nuclear reactor in the city and are now resisting new
attempts to finish it.

Vladimir Slivyak is a founder and organizer of Ecodefense!.

- Boycott LUKOIL/Getty
In Kaliningrad, Ecodefense! has launched a new cam-
paign to prevent oil drilling in the Baltic Sea by Russia’s
largest oil producer: LUKOIL. LUKOIL . is a multina-
tional corporation making nearly $13 billion a year. Oil
drilling is proposed to take place 14 miles from “Curonian
Spit,” a national park that includes a United Nations
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization World
Heritage site. Even a small oil spill would totally destroy
this unique ecosystem. ,
Ecodefense! is building an international coalition to
resist this plan. It is calling for a boycott of LUKOIL
- products worldwide and is appealing to US activists for
help. Russian LUKOIL owns US-based Getty Petroleum
‘Marketing Inc., which has gasoline stations across the
US. Please help us by organizing a boycott of Getty.
e information, contact Ecodefense!, POB
ningrad, 236000; (0112) 44-84-43;
onling ' .
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Free Grigory Pasko!

Environmental Political Prisoner

BY JESSIE BHANGOO

Journalist and environmental defender, Grigory Pasko,
became a political prisoner when he was imprisoned for
exposing an environmental crime in eastern Russia.

As a military reporter for Boyevaya Vakhta (Battle Watch),
the newspaper of the Russian Pacific Fleet, Pasko filmed and
reported on the Russian Navy’s illegal dumping of nuclear
waste into the Sea of Japan. His articles were published in
Russian and Japanese newspapers and his film, Extra-danger-
ous Zone, aired in both countries as well. According to Pasko’s
reports, the toxic material dumped off the coast of Vladivostok
endangered the people living in coastal Russia, Japan and
other nearby countries. Pasko, a captain in the Russian Navy,
also exposed corruption within the Russian Pacific Fleet's
higher military command.

In November 1997, Federal Security Service (FSB) agents
arrested Pasko at the Vladivostok airport. Pasko was
returning from an officially sanctioned trip to Japan. FSB
accused Pasko of passing classified information to Japa-
nese “agents” and charged him with espionage, treason
and revealing state secrets. Human rights groups felt that
these charges violated Pasko’s right to freedom of expres-
sion guaranteed by Article 19 of the Universal Declara-
tion of Human Rights.

Although officials admitted
thatall oftheinformation Pasko
possessed was already in the
public domain, they claimed
that publishing the series of
articles and broadcasting the
television programs during a
three-year period posed a threat
to national security. Ironically,
in Russia it is against the law to
withholdinformationabouten-
vironmental dangers that may
threaten human life. The espionage and treason charges were
dropped, but in July 1999, Pasko was convicted of “abuse of
office” and sentenced to three years in prison. Under a nation-
wide amnesty, however, he was immediately released.

But Pasko’s case was not over. The FSB and the military
prosecutor of the Russian Pacific Fleet appealed the dis-
missal of the treason charge, and the Russian Supreme
Court’s Military Collegium agreed to a retrial.

On December 25, 2001, a military court sentenced Pasko
to four years of hard labor for the crime of high treason.
Almost the entire trial was held in secret, making it difficult
to determine the fairness of the proceedings. Pasko was
convicted on the basis of a secret military decree, even
though the Russian constitution forbids such application
to criminal cases. Both parties appealed the decision.
Meanwhile, Pasko remained in detention.

In the second appeal, which was also held secretly, most
of the charges were dropped. However, the court still

As a military reporter for Boyevaya
Vakhta (Battlez Watch), the newspaper
of the Russian' Paciﬂc Fleet Pasko
fi Imed and reportod on the Russaan
Navy’s illegal dumplngof nueiear waste
_into the sea o Japan"‘

believed that Pasko’s reports compromised the effective-
ness of the Russian Pacific Fleet. On June 25, the Russian
Supreme Court’s Military Collegium upheld the previous
decision by the military court,
despite the fact that some of
the prosecution’s material
may have been obtained by
illegal eavesdropping.

OnJuly 4, the European Par-
liament formally requested
that President Vladimir Putin
release Pasko immediately. On
September S5, the Green Group
of the European Parliament
nominated Pasko for the
Sakharov Prize, which honors
those who promote human
rights and freedom and who oppose persecution and injus-
tice. Previous winners include South African President Nelson
Mandela and exiled Burmese leader Aung San Suu Kyi.

These actions did not sway the Russian officials, how-
ever. On September 10, Pasko was sent to the labor camp
and is scheduled to remain there until April 25, 2004.

On September 24, evidence surfaced that proves the
secret military decree the
government used to convict
Pasko had been canceled in
February. Unfortunately,
this will not lead to Pasko’s
freedom. Ivan Pavlov,
Pasko’s lawyer, fumed: “It’s
a totally absurd situation. It
means you can issue a de-
cree, convict someone on
the basis of it, then right
after the conviction cancel
the decree.”

Pasko’s defense team has filed a supervisory appeal that
would allow them to file another complaint with the Supreme
Court chairman. If the chairman accepts the appeal, 15 judges
would hear it in court and would vote on Pasko’s freedom.

To protest the treatment of Pasko, write to President of
the Russian Federation Vladimir Putin, The Kremlin, Mos-
cow, Russian Federation; 7 095 206 8510 (fax);
president@kremlin.ru.

To send letters to Grigory Pasko, write to Russian Federa-
tion, 690 100 g. Vladivostok, ul. Ivanovskaya 2, kv 24.

For more information, visit web.amnesty.org/web/
content.nsf/pages/gbrpasko; www.bellona.no.

Jessie Bhangoo presents audio reports on human rights issues
for radio airplay in Tucson, Arizona. Past episodes can be found
at www.radio4all.net under the series “Human Rights Radio.”
This article contains information found in official news releases
from Amnesty International, Greenpeace and Environmental
Foundation Bellona.

Grigory Pasko
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Prisoners in the Struggle: Support Them!

Prisoner and Legal Updates
eSummer Nelson was released after
serving three months for a School of
the Americas demonstration.
eEmma “Pitch” Murphy-Ellis,
Namarta “Tortoise” Dosanjh and “Mike
D” (Michael McMullin) received “no
complaint” status for felony charges
following their arrests at a protest op-
posing the Borg Timber Sale in Oregon.
“No complaint” means that their cases
are not currently being pursued, but the
state has two years to prosecute them.
*Mike D is still being held in Wash-
ington County Jail on a probation
violation. Michael McMullin, #02-
13167, Washington County Jail, 215
SW Adams MS33, Hillsboro, OR97213,
USA. For updates on his case, contact
Cascadia Forest Alliance, POB 4946,
Portland, OR 97208, USA; (503) 241-
4879; cfa@spiritone.com.
eCamilo Viveiros, the Republican
National Convention protester who is
being charged with assault of a police
officer, could be facing 15-60 years in
prison. For more information or to
make a donation, contact Friends of
Camilo, POB 23169, Providence, RI
02903; www.friendsofcamilo.org.
eSherman Austin, webmaster of
www.raisethefist.com, pled guilty to
felony charges for distributing infor-
mation relating to explosives. If he
goes to trial and is convicted, he could
face 3-4 years in prison. For more
information, contact the Long Beach
Anarchist Defense Committee, 684
Redondo, Long Beach, CA 90814,
USA; (562) 434-6934.

Ecodefense

eDr. Yurl Bandazhevsky, UL
Kalvarijskaya 36, POB 35K, Minsk
220600, Belarus. Serving eight years for
telling the world that the nuclear radia-
tion around Chernobyl is worse than
what the government had reported.

eMarco Camenish, Hornlistrasse 55,
8330 Pfaffikon, Switzerland. Extradited
to Switzerland to serve 10 years for
destroying nuclear facility powerlines
in the 1970s and "80s.

elnaki Garcia Koch, Carcel de
Pamplona, C/San Roque, Apdo.
250,31080—Irufnez—Pamplona,
Navarra, Spain. Serving five years for
sabotaging a dam construction site.
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*Craig “Critter” Marshall, #13797662,
SRCI, 777 Stanton Blvd, Ontario, OR
97914, USA. Serving five-and-a-half
years for conspiracy to commit arson
and possession of incendiary devices to
torch SUVs.

eHelen Woodson, #03231-045, FMC
Carswell, POB 27137, Fort Worth, TX
76127, USA. Serving 27 years for dis-
arming a Minuteman II missile silo
with a jackhammer, mailing warning
letters to officials with bullets inside,
robbingabankand burning the money.

Animal Liberation

eNeil Bartlett, FW7083, HMP The
Verne, Portland, Dorset, DTS 1EQ, En-
gland. Serving four years for Earth and
animal liberation bomb hoaxes.

FREE ALL
PRISONERSY

eDave Blenkinsop, EM7899, HMP Bir-
mingham, B18 4AS, England. Serving
three years for assaulting the managing
director of Huntingdon Life Sciences.
Also serving 18 months for rescuing
600 guinea pigs from a lab supplier.

eRae Newlands, GN6613, HMP Win-
chester, Romsey Rd, Winchester, SO22
SDF, England. Serving four-and-a-half
years for harassment of Huntingdon
Life Sciences’ shareholders.

ePeter Schnell, #99476-111, FCI
Otisville, POB 1000, Otisville, NY
10963, USA. Serving 14 months for
assembling incendiary devices with
the intent to later target dairy trucks.

*Geert Waegemans, Gevangenis
Hoogstraten, Gelnelstraat 131,2320
Hoogstraten, Belgium. Serving four
years for attempted arson.

eMatthew Whyte, #99477-111,
TCI, POB 7001, Taft, CA 93268, USA.

Serving 24 months for same action
as Peter Schnell.

Anti-Globalization

*Rob Middaugh, #6859467, POB
5000, Delano, CA 93216-5000, USA.
Serving three years for hisinvolvement
inthe Mayday 2001 Reclaim the Streets
celebrationsin Long Beach, California.

eRobert Thaxton, #12112716, OSP,
2605 State St, Salem, OR 97310, USA.
Serving a seven-year mandatory mini-
mum sentence for throwing a rock at
a cop at a 1999 Eugene, Oregon, Re-
claim the Streets protest.

Indigenous

eEric Wildcat Hall, #BL-5355, Unit
I/A 10745 Rt 18, Albion, PA 16475-
0002, USA. Serving 35-75 years for
helping ship arms to Central Ameri-
can indigenous activists.

eLeonard Peltier, #89637-132, POB
1000, Leavenworth, KS 66048, USA.
An American Indian Movement activ-
ist, Leonard is serving life in prison
after being framed for the murder of
two FBI agents during the Pine Ridge
siege in 1975.

MOVE

The “MOVE 9,” members of an eco-
revolutionary group, were framed for the
murder of a cop and sentenced to 30 to
100 years each. Although many of the
MOVE prisoners are listed together, they
must be written to separately.

eDebbie Simms Africa, #006307, Janet
Holloway Africa, #006308 and Janine
Philips Africa, #006309, SCI Cambridge
Springs, 451 Fullerton Ave, Cambridge
Springs, PA 16403-1238, USA.

eMichael Davis Africa, #AM4973 and
Charles Simms Africa, #AM4975, SCI
Grateford, POB 244, Grateford, PA
19426-0244, USA.

eEdward Goodman Africa,
#AM4974, SCI Mahanoy, 301 Morea
Road, Frackville, PA 17931, USA.

eWilliam Philips Africa, #AM4984
and Delbert Orr Africa, #AM498S5,
SCI Dallas, Drawer K, Dallas, PA
18612, USA.

eMumia Abu-Jamal, #AM833S5, SCI
Greene, 175 Progress Dr, Waynesburg,
PA 15370, USA. Mumia, a politically
active journalist, was framed for the
murder of a cop in 1981.



Let’s Get Free

“In my lifetime, I have witnessed an
onslaught against the inhabitants of this
world led by the greed of the industrialized
nations. It is my belief that the oppression
of people is rooted in the oppression and
exploitation of nature.

“I believe it is time for a serious re-
evaluation of human priorities. No longer
can we separate ourselves from wild na-
ture, pretending
that technology
will keep us safe
and intact. We
must accept and
embrace the fact
that we, too, are
partofthe natural
life cycle, not
above it.

“I struck back.”

—JEFFREY LUERS,
FROM LET’S GET FREE

Let’s Get Free—
A Zine About Jeff
“Free” Luers: Earth
Defender, Anar-
chist and Political
Prisoner is a com-
pilation of articles,
poems, artwork,
interviews and letters that chronicle
both Free’s case and experiences since
heignited a fire underneath three SUVs
at a Eugene, Oregon, car dealership in

“I’'ve been given a forum to help
radicalize people, to bring the dire
situation our planet and we are in
tothe attention of those who would

normally choose to ignore it.”

June 2000. For this crime against prop-
erty, Free was convicted of 11 felony
charges with no possibility of parole
and is currently serving his sentence of
22 years and eight months.

Let’s Get Free is not only a compre-
hensive introduction to Free’s case but
also to larger issues such as sabotage
and political prisoner support. Al-
though much of the zine consists of

reprinted materials, Let’s Get Free is an
excellentresource for folkswho haven’t
been following Free’s case from the
beginning and whowant to know more.

For many, the cases of Free and
Craig “Critter” Marshall—who is also
serving time for conspiracy to com-
mit the same arson and possession
of incendiary devices—have been
landmark events
in the ecodefense
struggle. They
each arerespected
members of the
environmental
community as
well as powerful
examples of per-
sonal sacrifice and
commitment to
stop environmen-
tal devastation
by physically de-
stroying instru-
ments of ecocide.
It is vital that
every one of us
continue to sup-
portecological po-
litical prisoners
not as fallen martyrs but as active
members in the struggle for Earth lib-
eration. Some ways to support Free
include writing to him, sending him
books and zines (Let’s Get
Free lists the mail regula-
tions for Oregon state pris-
ons), as well as contributing
to his legal defense and col-
lege education funds.

“I've been given a forum
to help radicalize people, to
bring the dire situation our
planet and we are in to the
attention of those who
would normally choose to
ignore it,” says Free. Let’s
Get Free is one of those forums.

Tosend letters to Jeffrey “Free” Luers,
write to #13797671, OSP, 2605 State
St, Salem, OR 97310.

To order a copy of Let’s Get Free, send
five dollars to Free’s Defense Network,
POB 50263, Eugene, OR 97405;
howl_for_freedom@yahoo.com or to Break
the Chains, POB 11331, Eugene, OR
97440; breakthechains02@yahoo.com.
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Silence

BY FREE

Trapped in walls
Imprisoned by lies
living in a world that’s blind
to suffering
to suffering
See no evil
Hear no evil
SPEAK NO EVIL
Be blind
Be deaf
Be silent
BE SILENT!

If you don’t have something nice to say

Don’t say anything at all

We don’t talk about things that are

unpleasant.
Rape,
we don’t talk about that
Starving children!
Shhh!

Genocide, mass murder, nuclear war,

SHUT UP!

Global warming, poisoned water,

poisoned air,
ENOUGH!

1 DON’T WANT TO HEAR ANYMORE!
Toxic soil, dying species, extinction

I don’t believe you...
I don’t believe you...
I don’t want to believe you.
It changes everything.

You just need the right anti-depressants.

Pm comfortable.

I’m safe.
EVERYTHING’S JUST FINE...
Trapped in walls
Imprisoned by lies
Happy in a world that’s blind
to suffering
to suffering.



announcements

Are you organizing an event that you think people around the world should know about? Send your

announcements to the Earth First! Journal. Upcoming deadlines: November | ¢ January 1.

Earth First! Journal, POB 3023, Tucson, AZ 85702; collective@earthfirstjournal.org.

SPEAKING TRUTH
TO POWER LEGAL

The Speaking Truth to Power Defense
Fund was formed in the wake of federal
indictments brought against four Oregon
forest activists in August (see EF!] Sep-

tember October 2002). It has been es-

by those targeted by the Portland Joint
Terrorism Task Force (PJTTF).

The PJTTF has a consistent record of spying on and harassing law-
abiding, nonviolent activists working for change through legal chan-
nels. Many view these indictments as one more example of the PJTTF
attempting to justify its unconstitutional existence.

The defense fund seeks to protect the civil rights of defendants in
cases where the investigation, arrest, evidence gathering or other issues
threaten the integrity of their constitutional rights. All contributions
go directly toward paying legal expenses.

For more information, contact the Speaking Truth to Power Defense
Fund, truthZpower@griffinsforge.com. Donations can be sent to the
National Lawyers Guild, 125 NE 83rd, Portland, OR 97220. Checks

should have the notation “STTP Defense Fund” in the memo line.

The 2003 EF! Organizers’ Conference will be
held in Central California in February. The
committeeis asking for suggestions that will

help provide direction for the event. For
more information, contact SCEF!, POB 344,
Santa Cruz, CA 95061; cruzef@cruzio.com.

Arrested for Peace?

‘,..,

The Nuclear Resister reports news of
anti-war and anti-nuclear arrests in “<.g A
North America and around theworld. %%
As the US threatens massive escalation
of the war against Iraq, the Resister
anticipates more protests and arrests.

Your help is needed. Please send
any news of anti-war or anti-nuclear arrests in
your area. If you were arrested, send your story
and what you know of your legal status and
any others arrested.

For more information, contact The Nuclear
Resister, POB 43383, Tucson, AZ 85733; (520)
323-8697; www.nonviolence.org/nukeresister.
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www.adbusters.org

B:g Mountain Thanksgiving

November 22-December 2

Foodand Supply Run

Clan Dyken, a band from Northern California, is preparing to
embark on a series of benefit shows to raise funds and awareness for

the annual Thanksgiving Food and Supply Run to the Navajo
_people resisting US-sponsored and corporate-driven relocation from

Big Mountain.
This year, Clan Dyken is asking friends and concerned individuals

to help raise funds. People can help by attending and promoting a
local show, holding a garage or bake sale, gathering up some good

food to send, holding an art auction or by joining the caravan (trucks
are needed) and helping in work parties on the land.
The caravan will be leaving Wilseyville, California, on November

22. It will be at Big Mountain by November 26.

_For more information about this or other support caravans to Big
Mountain, to volunteer or to send donations, contact Clan Dyken,

.,POB 191, Wiiseywﬂe CA 95257, mgp@cal.net.



PLEASE POST & DISTRIBUTE

WILDERNESS FIRST RESPONDER

emergency medical training for activists
PORTLAND, OREGON +« FEBRUARY 21 - MARCH 3, 2003

Emergency medical training is an essential
addition to every activist’s toolkit and a great contribu-
tion to every action and campaign. Wilderness First Re-
sponse (WFR) is defined as emergency medical care
more than an hour away from definitive medical treat-
ment. WFR certification is the best emergency medical
training for activists, because you learn to treat a wide

range of injuries with a minimum of equipment.

A 10-day, 76-hour WFR Training
(including Red Cross CPR-PRO certification) gives you
the knowledge and skills to deal with most outdoor
emergencies. You’'ll learn to assess for spinal or head

A injuries; stabilize and evacuate serious trauma; recognize
“Before the training,

I couldn’t do much
more than apply
bandaids
and call 9-1-1. Now I
can effectively
organize and
coordinate a full
rescue or deal
effectively with a
major trauma.”

—a 2001 graduate

and treat heat stroke, hypothermia and other common
backcountry threats to health; splint a broken limb;
irrigate and treat a wound; and be more calm and focused
in high-stress situations.

Daily scenarios will incorporate unusual
circumstances activists might confront. Supplemental
trainings (not required for WFR certification) will
include street medic techniques, including chemical
weapon decontamination protocols, herbal first aid and
health support.

Class size is limited to 30 people.

First Lead trainer Peter Muckerman

applications are now being accepted!

for information, please write:

MASHH Collective
POB 42566, Portland, OR 97242
mashh@wildrockies.org

THE FINE PRINT: Course tuition is $500, which includes substantial training
materials and some good books. We encourage applicants to organize sponsors.
A $250 deposit is required by December 15, with the balance due the first day of
the training. The MASHH collective is sponsoring the training as a service to
the movement.

Mepicine For Acrtivists SeekinG Hearrn & Heaving



“Our Way or the Highway is a compelling and gripping account of
remarkable citizen activism from the perspective of a seasoned and
assured journalist.” —Winona LaDuke

“I started learning how I'd been lied to all my life. A lightbulb went on
in my head. On Monday, I didn't go back to work. I went to the Free
State, it changed my whole life.” —Meaghan, protester, from Our Way
or the Highway

Construction plans for the reroute of Highway 55 through south
Minneapolis sparked an environmental movement that pitted activists
against public authorities. Fueled by idealism and anger, a diverse coali:
tion of Native Americans, neighborhood residents, and young anarchist
banded together to try to stop the highway expansion. Beginning in
1998, this group sustained protests for more than a year and eventuall
faced an unprecedented show of force by law enforcement.

$16.95 Paper ISBN 0-8166-3905-1
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Action Uppate 2!2

FOR

That’s right, with the EF! Journal switching to bimonthly, B
we think the time has come for a monthly newsletter, an IOLOGICAL
“action update.” The Earth First! Action Update (North DIVERSITY

American edition) would present news of radical direct
action in defense of the Earth and the critters that live here.
What do you think? We plan on running the first one as a
blankwall in the Brigid (Feb. 2) issue of the EF!J, and we

Protecting endangered species and wild places through
science, policy, education and environmental law.

would like your input. Please send articles, artwork and WWW.BIOLOGICALDIVERSITY.ORG
ideas, and, heck, some money would be swell. Contact us P.O. Box 710, Tucson, AZ 85702-0710
at EF'AU, POB 10384, Eugene, OR 97440; mpg @efn.org. (520) 623-5252

ASHEVILLE GLOBAL REPORT

Subscriptions: $40/yr. (52 issues)
or $25/6 mo. (26 issues)

1

< < " ‘magazine

§you have no idea .
what you're missing.
find out now ...

subscribe for $18 to receive
six issues of Clamor Magazine
PO Box 1225

Bowling Green, OH 43402

view archives and subscribe online:
www.clamormagazine.org

Or return this coupon for a

free sample issue
Asheville Globai Report
PO Box 1504, Asheville, NC 28802

Name:
Address:
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GO 72CE. [‘l)éJ (S Ihq[e X | the Future of Our Planet...
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the Earth, the environment,
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T 413-445-6309
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You Should Be Reading..

Subscribe tothe Earth First! Journal  ...theradical environmental journal

¥ Name O $500 Lifetime Subscription O $40 Surface Mail, International I
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Mailto: Earth First! Journal-subscriptions | Credit Card Orders  circle one: Visa /| MC :
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ARIZONA

Arizona Wildlands Museum

POB 24988, Tempe, AZ 85285
Flagstaff Activist Network

POB 911, Flagstaff, AZ 86002

(928) 213-9507; flagact@infomagic.net
Phoenix EF!

2238 N 24th St, Phoenix, AZ 85008
phoenixef@excite.com

Tucson EF!

POB 3412, Tucson, AZ 85722
az_earth_first@hotmail.com
CALIFORNIA

Bay Area EF!

POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516

(510) 848-8724

Fairfax Action Team

POB 393, Lagunitas, CA 94938
North Coast EF!

POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518

(707) 825-6598 {
Peninsular Ranges EF!

POB 4738, Irvine, CA 92616-4738
Santa Cruz EF!/EF! Radio

POB 344, Santa Cruz, CA 95061
(831) 425-3205; cruzef@cruzio.com
Slingshot

3124 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley, CA 94705
(510) 540-0751

Sonoma County EF!

POB 7544, Santa Rosa, CA 93107
(707) 523-1229

COLORADO

San Juan EF!

POB 3204, Durango,CO 81302

Tim Haugen

POB 81, Gulnare, CO 81042
Wilderness Defense

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435-0101
FLORIDA

Alachua EF!

POB 1638, Alachua, FL 32616

(904) 462-3374

Big Bend EF!

POB 20582, Tallahassee, FL 32316
Lake Worthless EF!

POB 961, Lake Worth, FL 33460
(561) 547-6686; littleprincel@juno.com
Gainesville/Ichetucknee EF!

c¢/o CMC, 1021 W University Ave,
Gainesville, FL 32601

(352) 373-0010

Stone Soup Collective

1020 S Orange Ave, Orlando, FL 32806
(407) 999-7700

GEORGIA

Kataah Foothills EF!

POB 608, Athens, GA 30603
foothills@katuah.org

HAWAIIL

Oceandream Media Foundation
POB 1440, Hanalei, HI 96714

(808) 826-1711

ILLINOIS

Autonomous Zone

1573 N Milwaukee PMB 420, Chicago,
IL 60622; azone@azone.org

Red Gate EF!

3400 W 111th St #154, Chicago, IL 60655
(773) 258-0575; friends@enteract.com
Shawnee EF!

913 S Illinois Ave, Carbondale, IL 62901
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(618) 549-7387; harvest827@aol.com
The Brokedowns/Elgin Food Not Bombs
308 South St #15, Elgin, IL 60123

(847) 931-9054;
thebrokedowns@thebrokedowns.com
INDIANA

Boxcar Books and Commmunity Center
310A S Washington St, Bloomington,

IN 47401

(812) 339-8710; boxcar@boxcarbooks.org
Buffalo Trace EF!

POB 3503, Bloomington, IN 47403
Kekionga EF!

1015 W Creighton St, Fort Wayne, IN 46807
Solidarity Books

860 Virginia Ave, Indianapolis, IN 46203
(317) 822-8004; solidaritybooks@yahoo.com
KANSAS

Tornado Alley Resistance

(913) 461-8583
MAINE

Maine EF!

5089 Fox Hill Rd,
Athens, ME 04912
MARYLAND

Two Rivers EF!
MASSACHUSETTS
Jon Chance

72 Peterborough St,
Apt 31,

Boston, MA 02215
(617) 859-8155
Lawrence Grassroots
Initiative

c/o Berstein Book-
store, POB 43,
Lawrence, MA, 01642
(978) 688-3569;
Igi@igc.org

Mass Direct Action
POB 484, Somerset,
MA 02726
MICHIGAN

Lost Cause Collective
POB 237, Marquette, MI 49855

(906) 228-7074;
lostcausecollective@hotmail.com

Popular Power

POB 374, Traverse City, MI 49685
MINNESOTA

Boundary Waters EF!

7908 Minnetonka Blvd, St. Louis Park, MN 55426
(612) 719-7000; smgbecker@aol.com
Church of Deep Ecology

POB 580407, South St. Paul, MN 55075
(612) 362-3387

Forest Ecosystems Action Group

2441 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 55405
(612) 450-9178; paarise@mtn.org

Loon Antics EF!

POB 666, Cass Lake, MN 56633
wanderingaia@onebox.com

MISSOURI

Confluence/St. Louis IMC

POB 63232, St. Louis, MO 63163

(314) 772-0322

Pink Planarians

POB 7653, Columbia, MO 65205

(573) 443-6832

Ray O. McCall

Rt 1 Box 89, Mtn. Grove, MO 65711

EARTH FIRST! DIRECTORY

MONTANA
Wild Rockies EF!/Wild Rockies Review
POB 1742, Missoula, MT 59806
(406) 549-8863; wref@wildrockies.org
Yellowstone EF!
POB 6151, Bozeman, MT 59715
NEBRASKA
Environmental Resource Center
205 N Mears, Chadron, NE 69337
(308) 432-3458; buffalobruce@panhandle.net
NEW JERSEY
Green Vigilance
46 E Monroe, Mt Holly, NJ 08060
(609) 265-0392
NEW YORK
Foghorn
POB 889, Westhampton Beach, NY 11978
(516) 288-2688
Love Canal EF!
(716) 282-7777
OFF!
SUNY, Binghamton, NY 13902-6000
(607) 777-2050; offeditor@hotmail.com
Project Harmony
216 W 122 St, New York, NY 10027
(212) 662-2878; haja216@aol.com
Wetlands Preserve
POB 344, New York, NY 10108
(212) 947-7744;
adam@wetlands-preserve.org

ORT ROLINA
Croatan EF!
POB 872, Moyock, NC 27958;
croatanef@ziplip.com
Katuah EF!
POB 1485, Asheville, NC 28802
(828) 285-0847;
katuah@buncomb.main.nc.us
Mountain Eco-Collective
Warren Wilson College, CPO Box #6238,
POB 9000, Asheville, NC 28815
Rustic Revolt
112 Barricuda St, Moyock, NC 27958
(252) 662-2878
Uwharrie Earth First!
POB 561, Chapel Hill, NC 27514
(919) 942-520S5; bison12@wildmail.com
NORTH KOTA
Unci Maka Uonihanpo (Honor Mother Earth)
POB 29, Ft. Yates, ND 58538
treeeyes@westriv.com
OHIO
Lake Erie EF!
2233 Parkwood, Toledo, OH 43620
Hock-Hocking EF!
23 Elliott, Athens, OH 45701
home@frognet.net
OREGON
Blue Mtns. Biodiversity Project/
End Corporate Dominance Project
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830
Cascadia Forest Alliance
POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208
(503) 241-4879; cfa@spiritone.com
Cascadia Forest Defenders
POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440
(541) 684-8977; forestdefenders@tao.ca
Kalmiopsis EF!
POB 2093, Cave Junction, OR 97523
(541) 592-3386; lukas@cdsnet.net

V. A

Allegheny EF!



POB 81011,
Pittsburgh, PA
15217
Antoinette
Dwinga

POB 495,
Carnegie, PA
15106
TENNESSEE
Kataah EF!/
Tennessee
Valley Faction
POB 281,
Chattanooga,
TN 37401
(423) 949-5922;
johnjER@bledsoe.net
Kataah EF!/
River Faction
2131 Riverside
Dr, Knoxville,
TN 37915
zorgonus@yahoo.com

Wild Tennessee EF!
WildTennessee@aol.com

TEXAS

Dallas EF!

POB 820872, Dallas, TX 75382

EF! Austin

2900 Lafayette St, Austin, TX 78722
(512) 478-7666

East Texas EF!

Rt 1 Box 2120, Point Blank, TX 77364
UTAH

Wild Wasatch Front

864 W 700 St, Brigham City, UT 84302
VERMONT

Biodiversity Liberation Front

POB 57, Burlington, VT 05402
VIRGINIA

(434) 971-1553

WASHINGTON

Direct Action Network

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145
Olympia EF!/Cascadia Defense Network
POB 11426, Olympia, WA 98508
wildcascadia@yahoo.com

(206) 568-7110; sea-ef@scn.org

Shuksan Direct Action

POB 1327, Bellingham, WA

98227

shuksandirect@hotmail.com
WISCONSIN

Liberated Zone Infoshop

Madison EF!

POB 1042, Madison, WI

53703

(608) 262-9036

WYOMING

Teewinot EF!
POB 1588, Wilson, WY

Blue Ridge EF!

POB 1891, Charlottesville, VA 22903
Seattle EF!

POB 95113, Seattle, WA 98145

308 Nelson Hall-UWSP,

Stevens Point, WI 54481

83014

krstnpnt@netscape.net

PLEASE SEND ADDRESS
CHANGES TO:
EF! JOURNAL, POB 3023
UCSON, AZ 85702

~ ProjecTs & CAMPAIGNS

Cold Mountain, Cold Rivers

POB 7941, Missoula, MT 59807
(406) 728-0867; cmcr@wildrockies.org
Earth Liberation Front
www.earthliberationfront.com
Bioengineering Action Network
ban(@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban

North American ALF Press Office
POB 3673, Courtenay, BC

V9N 7P1, Canada
(250) 703-6312; (419) 858-9065 (fax);

naalfpo@tao.ca; www.animalliberation.net

~ INTERNATIONAL

www.eco-action.org/ef/

AUSTRALIA

EF Australia

efoz@earthfirst.org.au

EF! OZ-Jervis Bay

c/o Canopy, 7 Verge Rd, Callala Beach,
NSW, 2540

(61) 2-44-466-477

CANADA

EF! Montreal & Diffusion Noire

c/o Librairie Alternative

2035 St. Laurent, 2 e étage

Montréal, Quebec H2X 2T3

Elaho EF!

(604) 682-3269 x.6144; elaho@law.com
CURACAO

EF! Curacao

POB 4893, Willemstad, Curacao,
Netherlands Antilles

599-9-4616256 (fax); falcone@fiberia.com
CZECH REPUBLIC

Zeme Predevsim

POB 237, 160 41 Prague 6
zemepredevsim@volny.cz

Car Busters

Kratka 26, 100 00 Prague 10

(420) 2-7481-0849; 2-7481-6727 (fax);
carbusters@ecn.cz

EIRE

An Talmah Glas (Green Earth)

54 Avora Park, Howth, Co Dublin, Ireland
353 (0)1 8324087; atgblue@yahoo.com
ENGLAND

More than 30 Earth First! and radical ecological
direct action groups exist in the “United Kingdom.”
There are also a number of other anarchist/revolu-
tionary groups and projects. For a list or for general
news from the UK, contact:

Do or Die

c/o Prior House, 6 Tilbury Pl, Brighton, East
Sussex, BN2 2GY

doordtp@yahoo.co.uk

EF! Action Update

POB 487, Norwich, NR2 3AL,
0160-3219811; efactionupdate@bigfoot.com
Leeds EF! c/o CRC

16 Sholebroke Ave, Leeds, LS7 3HB
0113-262-9365; leedsef@ukf.net
Manchester EF!

A30, c/o Dept. 29, 22a, Beswick St,
Manchester, M4 7HS

0161-226-6814;
mancef@nematode.freeserve.co.uk

FRANCE

Les Eco-guerriers

71 Av Jean Jaures, 92140 Clamart

01-40-95-09-06; contact@earth-first.org
GERMANY

EF! Germany c¢/o Manuel Lindinger
Steinstrasse 21 DG2 Whng 5, 78467
Konstanz, Germany
manuel.lindinger@uni-konstanz.de
INDIA

Anand Skaria

POB #14, Cochin 682001, Kerala

(009) 484-25435

Bander Bagicha

Near Maurya Lok, POB 229 Patna-800 001 Bihar
ISRAEL

Green Action Israel

POB 4611, Tel-Aviv, 61046

972 (0) 3 516 2349

THE NETHERLANDS

Groenfront!

Postbus 85069, 3508 AB, Utrecht

tel/fax 31-84-8666018; groenfr@dds.nl
PHILIPPINES

EF! Philippines

44-20 Elenita Heights, Mintal, Davao City, 8000
POLAND

In Defense of the Earth

Towarzystwo Ekologiczne

“W Obronieziemi” Dominika Baryla

ul. Limanowskiego 138/42 91-038, Lodz
48-42-653-38-16; goral@tewoz.most.org.pl
RUSSIA

ECODEFENSE!

POB 1477, Kaliningrad, 236000

(0112) 44-84-43; ecodefense@online.ru
Rainbow Keepers

POB 14, Nizhni Novgorod, 603082
(8312) 34-32-80

SCOTLAND

Glasgow EF!

POB 180, Glasgow, G4 9AB

44 (0) 41 636 1924

Fife EF!

c/o 91 South St, St. Andrews, Fife, KY16 9Q
01334-477411

SOUTH AFRICA

Earth Action!

POB 181034, Dalbridge, Durban 6016
SOUTH KOREA

Green Korea United

110-740 #605 Korean Ecumenical Bldg 136-56
Younji-Dong, Jongro-Gu, Seoul
82-2-747-8500; greenkorea@greenkorea.org
SPAIN

Environmental Workshop

IES Xelmirez I, 15701 Santiago

SWEDEN

Morgan Larsson

Lagmansgaten 9C, 46-37 Vinersborg
UKRAINE

Rainbow Keepers (Five local groups)
POB 322, Kiev 252187

7 38 (044) 265-7628; 550-6068 (fax);
rk@cci.glasnet.ru

WALES

Gwynedd & Mon EF!

The Greenhouse, 1, Trevelyan Terr
Bangor, Gwynedd, LL57 1AX
01248-355821
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Creating a Culture of Security

Prepare for a Raid Before it Happéns

During recent
years, some activists
involved in organizing
. demonstrations and gatherings
have found themselves on the wrong
end of search warrants. Often these war-
rants are secured on bogus grounds, and
searches are carried out as harassment tactics. As the
recent Royal Canadian Mounted Police raid of an Animal
Liberation Front spokesperson’s home shows (see EF!J Sep-
tember-October 2002), even speaking out in support of
directaction canlead to equip-
ment and materials seizures
that can be personally and
organizationally disruptive.

The following tips are
meant to assist you in
preparing for the worst: a
raid on your home, office
or infoshop.

¢ Use scenarios to strategize:
Building scenarios helps you
to mentally and physically
prepare for an event like this—though you will never be
fully ready for an invasion of this scale. Only you know the
work that you do and what specifics would be impacted in
a search and seizure operation. What do you need to access
daily that could be seized? Do you have other illegal items
that could be used to incriminate you? Walk yourself through
what you would do from the moment the police show up
with a search warrant.

* Encrypt and wipe: All files—not just those that are
sensitive—on your computer hard drive should be en-
crypted using a program such as PGP disk (available at
www.pgpi.org). Thisincludes cache files, email (your whole
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Nothingcan truly prepare someone fora
full-scale invasion of privacy such as a
raid—buttakinga few of these steps will
help ensure that you don’t compromise
yourown freedom or thatof othersin the
course of your activist life.

email program should be set up on an encrypted partition),
image archives and text documents. Wipe all free space on
your hard drive weekly using a program such as PGP or
Burn (for Macs); this makes retrieving data from your hard
drive difficult if not impossible.

e Backups, backups, backups: If you lost all your data
tomorrow—how would you function? Your best strategy
for getting back to work is making regular backups and
quietly storing them with a trusted friend or in a safe
deposit box not connected to you. Don’t just back up your
computer files, also make copies of any paper files that
you could not live without and store them in a sealed
envelope in a safe place.

¢ Clean up your desk and filing cabinets: Ever write

down a password on a piece of paper and then shove it

into a file? Ever write down a phone number of a person
you don’t want to be officially connected to? All those bits
of paper start to add up to a lot of information after a while.
Go through your desk and transfer that data into a secure
place, like an encrypted disk, and then securely dispose of
the paper. Likewise, go through filing cabinets every few
months and pull out old phone lists, research that is no
longer useful and anything else you don’t want the police
to get their hands on.

e Know your home and its contents: Have you had a lot of
roommates or traveling friends visit throughout the years? It
is essential to clean up after someone visits or moves out, so
you aren’t storing items you don’t want to be connected to.

e Your electronic organizer and cell phone: Are all your
phone numbers stored on
your cell phone or palm pi-
lot? Where would you get
that information if the po-
lice had a warrant to seize
those items as well? An en-
crypted backup zip disk
should go along with your
computer backups.

¢ Emergency numbers and
support: Keep alawyer’snum-
ber on hand, as well as the
numbers of anyone who would support you during and after
a raid. Make sure that the people you live with know where
they can get thatinformation if necessary, and also that they
know what to do in case of a raid. Most importantly, don't
forget that you should not talk to police before, during or
after the raid, and you should contact a lawyer for assistance
as soon as possible.

There are many reasons to develop security-consciousness in
the activist community. The information provided here is an
attempt to begin to satisfy the questions activists ask about
computer security and overall security culture. For more infor-
mation, visit security.tao.ca.
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BE THE NEXT ICEBERG! On November 7, the TransAtiantic Business Dialogue
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ways to wreak more TransAtlantic Business Disasters. Sink the ship! Instigate
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Daily Planet Publishing - Earth First! Journal ONO”P'OI.“
rganization
POB 3023 US Postage
Tucson AZ 85702 PAID
USA Tucson AZ

Permit No 120

Change Service Requested

A red check mark means your subscription has expired. Time to renew.




	Earth First!_coversheet_23_1
	rcc_00098005-23-1
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00001
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00002
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00003
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00004
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00005
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00006
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00007
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00008
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00009
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00010
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00011
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00012
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00013
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00014
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00015
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00016
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00017
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00018
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00019
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00020
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00021
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00022
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00023
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00024
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00025
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00026
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00027
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00028
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00029
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00030
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00031
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00032
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00033
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00034
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00035
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00036
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00037
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00038
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00039
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00040
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00041
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00042
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00043
	rcc_00098005-23-1_00044


