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GE Execs Quake at
Frankenfood Fallout

BY RONNIE CUMMINS & BEN LILLISTON

“Almost 100 percent of our agricultural
exports in the next five years will be geneti-
cally modified or combined with bulk com-
modities that are genetically modified.
The Europeans have an absolute fear,
unfounded by any scientific basis, of ac-
cepting these products... the EU’s fear of
bioengineered foods... is the single greatest
trade threat that we face.”

—STUART EIZENSTAT, NOMINEE FOR THE
SECOND-HIGHEST JOB AT THE US TREASURY
DEPARTMENT, TESTIFYING BEFORE THE US
SENATE ON JUNE 29, 1999

Mass public resistance against ge-
netically engineered (GE) foods and
crops in Western Europe and India,
spearheaded by a strong grassroots cam-
paign in Britain, appears to be on the
verge of spreading into North America
and across the globe. Rumors are circu-
lating in Europe that two of the largest
GE transnationals—Novartis and
AstraZeneca—may bow out of agricul-
tural biotechnology altogether. If mass

“fire in North America and Ja-

anti-biotech campaigns catch

pan—and solidarity and coop-
eration continues to increase
between activists in the North
and South—the Brave New
World of biotechnology may
be short-lived.

Recent progress in the anti-
GE movement:

*OnJune 24, European Union
(EU) environmental ministers
moved to implement the legal
equivalent of a three-year mora-
torium on any new approvals
of GE foods or crops. The mora-
torium will remain in effect
until more stringent safety regulations
are put in place in 2002. No GE foods
have been approved in Europe since
April 1988. While the powerful Euro-
pean biotech trade association,
EuropaBio, criticized the moratorium

‘as “deplorable,” Greenpeace spokes-

woman Louise Gale categorized the
ministerial decision as “a clear step in

the right direction,” recognizing EU
citizens’ “massive rejection of geneti-
cally modified organisms (GMOs) in
food and agriculture.” US Trade Repre-
sentative Charlene Barshefsky com-
plained that the GE approval process
in the EU had completely broken down
and warned that the White House was
considering the possibility of eco-

Timber Town and Treesitters Unite

BY TiM REam

“I think we should take a vote,” beamed 68-year-old Francis
Looney, lifetime resident of the timber town of Randle, Wash-
ington, from the front row of the July 29 town meeting. At
issue was trading 15,000 acres of Gifford Pinchot National
Forest to Plum Creek Timber Company. In return the Forest
Service would acquire 48,000 acres of the corporation’s land.
For Randle this would mean unlocking federal restrictions
hampering the logging of more than 2,000 acres of Watch
Mountain which looms over the small southern Washington
town. The town meeting had included presentations from the
Western Land Exchange Project, the Forest Setvice, a forestry
expertand the newly named Cascadia Defense Network (CDN),

tree sitting on the mountain.

“Who wants to stop the trade?” produced cheers, smiles
and hands, hands, hands from the 150 people in attendance.
The vote to trade and cut produced a single vote from the

Here above Randle, Washington, the Forest Service has officially permitted the treesit.
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to Stop the
I-90 Swap

“We're going to save this place!” and
the astonishment that a room full of
loggers, mill workers, prospectors and
the rest of a timber town were united in
the fight to do it.

The I-90 Land Exchange is the near
decade-long effort of the recently-pied
Charlie Raines of the Sierra Club’s Cas-
cade Checkerboard Project. It presum-
ably seeks to address the ownership mess
that was created when the Northern Pa-
cific Railroad was granted every other
square mile ofland in a 100-mile corridor
for a northern rail route across six states.

Although the land was to be sold to settlers for $2.50 per
acre, Northern Pacific never finished the railroad and never

back of the room. For experienced activists there was a
confusion of emotion: the thrill that comes when you realize,

sold theland as required in the land grant. The property was
then transferred to Burlington Northern Railroad and then
to Burlington Resources which spun off Plum Creek in 1989
to liquidate the forest. Where the trees were fat and easy to
reach, the work is already done. But some sections are high
elevation or difficult to reach. The business plan for these
areas is to threaten to cut and thereby leverage a trade for
easy to reach public old growth.

To secure I-90 vistas, provide additional hiking for the
burgeoning Seattle area and to make intact a northern
Cascades wildlife corridor, the Sierra Club sought 48,000
acres of Plum Creek land. Negotiations to determine the
sacrifice zones were long and drawn out and included
areas from the other side of the state. The process to protect
the public interest in such a complicated negotiation
proved too burdensome for Plum Creek.

continued on page 24

Decontaminating the oil-seed rape in Oxfordshire, England
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nomic retaliation by filing a formal
complaint with the World Trade Or-
ganization (WTO). - '

continued on page 12
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Campesino Tortured

in Guerrero, Mexico

One of North America’s last fron-
tier forests, the Sierra de Petatlan in
Mexico’s coastal state of Guerrero,
is under the threat of commercial
logging. Rising out of the Pacific
Ocean into rugged mountains
reaching nearly 10,000 feet, these
forests span the coastal ranges be-
tween the cities of Acapulco and
Ixtapa, two of the region’s largest
tourist destinations. Tourism is a
key industry in Guerrero, one of
Mexico’s poorest states.

Mexico’s vast forest resources were
recently opened up by the 1994
North American Free Trade Agree-
ment (NAFTA), which removed re-
strictions on foreign investment.
NAFTA changed what foreign in-
vestors could dowith Mexico’s com-
munal land holdings (gjidos) which
comprise almost 80 percent of the
country’s forested land. Within 18
months of NAFTA’s implementa-
tion, some 15 US logging corpora-
tions set up south of the border.

In the spring of 1995, one of
America’s largest wood products
companies, Boise Cascade, signed a
contract with a group of ejidos to
supply 20-million board feet of soft-
wood timber every year for the next
five years. Then-governor Ruben
Figueroafacilitated the deal but was
soon forced to resign after covering
up a human rights scandal that saw
his state police force ambush and’
kill 17 small farmers who were pro-
testing against logging in the area
by another company.

-
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SUPPRESSION OF TRUTH

I don’t need to tell you the system is fucked up. I don't
need to tell you the human race isn’t winning the race and
that it’s taking everything wild and free with it toward mass
extinction. Nearing the 2000 mark I'm betting we’ll see an
unprecedented rash of mass suicide—whether it’s Y2K para-
noia, religious apocalyptics, victims of martial law, stock-
holders losing hold... Maybe this will help our Mother Earth
and her inhabitants—probably not. Although cynical, I
remain optimistic and actually do have hope. Although
little, I remind myself I
am not futile. We are bet-
ter armed with our con-
victions than the forces of
authoritarian oppression
based on capitalism, sex-
ism, racism, etc. These
“isms” are a direct (ATM)
deposit into the belly of
the global capital demon.
David took down Goliath
with a single rock. Who is
Goliath? Techno-indus-
try? Capitalism? Apathetic
convenience? What is
your rock, and do you
know how to use it (not
only defensively but of-
fensively)? When the “revolution” comes how are you
going to convince the millions of “a better way?”

That’s where we at the EF! Journal come in. The alternative
media are a direct threat to the diarrheic system that’s been
shitting on you all your life. The system targets alternative
media because its voice is not structured, bought and
delineated the way the institutions prefer.

I am not ranting about an idea or concept, this is my
reality. At the June 18 Reclaim the Streets demonstration
(a world-wide protest against globalization) in Eugene,
Oregon, 20 people were arrested. Three of those arrested
were of the alternative media. I am a photojournalist for
the Student Insurgent, a university publication, and was
arrested while questioning why I couldn’t be in the same
place as the mainstream media. Tim Lewis, a videographer
for Cascadia Alive (a local community activist TV show)
and CopWatch was arrested while standing with the main-
stream media filming the police tear gas over 200 people.
Another videographer was arrested and his camera smashed
while asking how to alleviate the effects of tear gas. All 20
people were charged with disorderly conduct and interfer-
ing with police. Three were charged with riot. In the last
week, many have been given additional charges. The new
charges threaten all of us with years of jail. In my case, for
documenting the action. ‘

Here at the Journal the pen is our weapon. Unfortunately,
it is more frequently used in defense against an offensive
civilization that continues to destroy entire ecosystems,
cultures and species. Each one of you went through some

Cops attempt to gas protesters and innocent bystanders on June 18 in Eugene, Oregon.

form of deprogramming or re-education to reach the
consciousness you now hold. It is all of our responsibility
to educate and deprogram others using knowledge first as
a tool, then as a weapon. Every issue of the EF! Journal
takes hundreds of hours by a small staff working their
asses off in effort to deprogram. It’s your turn. Write a
zine. Start a free radio show or a talk/news show on college
radio. Rant at any open mic available, even if the audience
hates what you have to say; they will remember. Make
hundreds of flyers and
leave them in waiting
rooms. Get a public
access TV show, it’s
easy. Do guerrilla the-
ater downtown.
Shock value is under-
rated. You can’t ask
the government to be
nicer, the police to be
more polite, fast food
chains to cut less
rainforest, a patriarch

. struction companies
. to build fewer roads.
Wehave to stop them!
Earth First!begins with
a reahzatlon and progresses into action. Mass social and
environmental change cannot happen globally if the
masses are unthinking. :

Suppression of alternative media is not new, it’s Ameri-
can tradition. Every piece of “subversive” literature at-
tacks the common domesticated mentality that is fed
through an umbilical cord of comfort and convenience.

‘The police fear a camera as the system fears a voice. They

will use their force and authority in an attempt to extin-
guish the truth. Scream, write, rant, rage, sing. Do what
you must to pass the truth on.

—ANNIE

Hear ye, hear ye, hear ye i

Itis that time again here in Journal world. Yes, our feelers
are probing around for that picture-perfect long-term edi-
tor to join the rest of the collective. What we want of you:
1) a general knowledge of the Earth First! movement, 2) a
burning passion and desire to fight for our last wild places,
3) basic techno literacy; we use Macs, Photoshop and
Pagemaker, 4) a good attitude and a sense of humor, 5) a
willingness to work long and hard for meager pay, 6) and
most importantly, a vision of how we are going to topple
this thing we are putting so much damn time into fighting.
Send a resumé, who you know and why you want to
become part of the long-term collective ASAP!

We are also in search of Mac gear, especially monitors.
Call to coordinate donations. Thank you.

e
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Orauna (Cabala

Fauna: n. animal life.
Cabala. n. an esoteric, secret matter or
mysterious art.

Northern Pacific rattlesnakes and California ground squir-
rels sometimes square off for hours. The snakes are the
primary predators of California ground squirrel pups, but
their toxin isn’t quite lethal to adult squirrels, who try to
attack-and kill their reptilian foes. Danger among these
snakes, however, varies. Larger ones can strike farther and
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BY FArrH WALKER

faster and inject more venom. The warmer the snake, the
faster and more accurate the strike. Thus, adult California
ground squirrels have learned to assess danger. Because
the snakes are often difficult to see, they do-this via
acoustic cues. The rattling of larger snakes is louder and
lower in pitch; the rattling of warmer ones is louder and
faster. Squirrels will provoke rattlesnakes in order to learn

‘how dangerous they are, which helps them decide whether

or not to attack. This is the first time such complex
methods of assessment have been found to-have evolved
between two species, rather than within species. These
squirrels have discovered the link between body size and
pitch, one that males of many species use to assess the
fighting ability of their competitors.
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The leﬁcultles of Broken Solldarlty

BY ANCIENT FOREST RESCUE

This summer, the Earth First! Round River Ren-
dezvous (RRR) came to the South San Juans in the
Southern Rockies bioregion. One of the goals of
holding it in this area was to support the commu-
nity of San Luis. These people have been fighting for
their rights for over 150 years and have worked to
reclaim La Sierra for more than 40 years.

In 1993 Zachary Taylor sold the first of several
timber contracts beginning the destruction of La
Sierra, also known as Taylor Ranch. Ancient Forest
Rescue (AFR) came to the San Luis Valley when we
heard that Stone Forest Industries was cutting 32
million board feet (mmbf) off 121 square miles of
private land. We later learned this was just part of
210 mmbf slated to be logged from La Sierra. Upon
arriving in San Luis, we found a small community of
Chicano farmers concerned with stopping the log-
ging. Cited as one of the most important animal
migration corridors in the Southern Rockies by a
leading conservation biologist, Michael Soule, La
Sierra represents the largest piece of undisturbed
land in the Sangre de Cristo Mountains. A group of
activists soon gathered in San Luis, weathering the
hard knocks of being white in this tight knit, rural
community. It is difficult for white activists to
bridge the barriers created by Anglos due to centu-
ries of racism and oppression of Chicano people.

Part of organizing with hard-working peopleis to
work hard, learn and listen. Learning is the hardest
thing. Most Anglos are ignorant about the Chicano
history of oppression in the Southwest. Many lo-
cals were suspicious about our motives when we
first arrived. So we listened and soon learned not
‘only about the logging, but also their history of
oppression.

In the process of living in this community and -

working on this campaign, we have, to an extent,
become a part of the community. We began orga-
nizing with radical Chicano activists, supporting
their struggle to see that the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo is honored, helping them battle coloniza-
tion and deep seeded racism, and protesting indus-
trial development. (Signed in 1848 after the Mexi-
can American War, the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
was supposed to give farmers the right to stay on
their land and have common lands.) We've worked
with people in the community and established
bonds with the organic farmers who are trying to
maintain traditional ways-in today’s society of
cultural assimilation. All of these things are pieces
of the San Luis struggle. It has taken years to
develop a connection with the people here who
have only seen Anglos come into this area to
pillage, write papers and try to help them by telling
them what to do.

Enter Earth First!. Throughout the RRR, work-
shops were held and focus-was given towards the
struggle in the San Luis Valley. Following a week of
information and education, affinity groups formed
and those involved went into action mode. On the
crisp morning of June 28, an affinity group block-

aded the main gate of the Taylor Ranch with a tripod
and the visually incredible Art and Revolution pup-

'~ pets and props created at the RRR to represent this

struggle. Simultaneously, 48 activists from all over
the country marched onto the ranch in solidarity
with each other and the community to stop logging.
After a couple-mile hike, targets were picked and a
few brave activists locked down, blockading two
hauling trucks staked full on a road in the South
Vallejos drainage.

As the day progressed, the hot sun beat down and
something changed. Haulers who attempted to run
people over at the main gate and who were violent
when they reached the South Vallejos were now
involved in active dialogue with those of us on the

mountain. People discussed their beliefs, where
they were from, names and whether or not they
were involved with organizations that supported
violent tactics—all of this with workers from Idaho,
Utah and Oregon.

When the police drove up the road and began
arresting people using nun-chucks for pain compli-
ance, those same workers helped point people out
and carry them away with a smile. As we sat arms
linkedin theroadin solidarity, psychological warfare
was used to the point where roughly a dozen people
withdrew their arms and walked off the private land
so they would not be arrested. Many more hours
passed, and another brave soul locked down to join
the two already under the truck. People grew tired
and the conversations continued. Suddenly, the group
was called together for a consensus decision on what

' to do next. Some are still uncertain as to why the

workers were also invited to join in this process.
Ilooked around the group at this time and saw
tears in many people’s eyes as they tried to come
to grips with the mix of emotions they were
feeling. Someone began the conversation with

At the Taylor Ranch action after this year’s Rondezvous

how they were feeling, the bond they had created
with the workers and how their feelings had
changed toward frontline tactics. Lockdowns then
spoke as to what they wanted to do and were cut
off before having the opportunity to- really ex-
press how they felt. It was then suggested that
with this newly found connection, the workers
leave the mountain with the group in an act of

~ solidarity. The workers shot down this idea. The

feelings of disagreeing activists were dropped to
the wayside as the discussion continued with the
loggers. Soon it was decided for the lockdowns
that they would unlock. After one final difficulty
with the law, people climbed in the workers’
vehicles and were dropped off a short distance
from the main gate. Many walked
away hand in hand, proud of what
had occurred that day. But not all.
Throughout the day the tripod at
the main gate had its own ups and
downs. Violence from loggers and
lies from the police all played a part
- of that action. All in all the main gate
was a major success for both the com-

'~ munity and the activists.

Typical of a post RRR-action, many
involved had to leave that afternoon
or the following day to return to their
bioregions. But unlike many other
RRRs, the decisions made and actions
taken that day have had an adverse
effect on the activists remaining in
San Luis. At the debriefing only one
person of those who remained on the
mountain stayed until the end of the
discussion. Since the actions many
aspects have been discussed and im-
portant issues raised that need to be
brought to all of our attention.

One of the hardest lessons to look
at and understand from that day, which lies within
almost all of us, is deep-seeded racism that we have
yet to deal with. A few examples of how this came
to play that day are: a natural feeling of affinity with
Anglo workers as opposed to those who are Chicano;
a perpetuation of environmental injustice by mak-
ing decisions about land use for others; and defin-
ing a struggle and the tactics for those who have
been fighting the opinions and dictates of Anglos
since colonization.

Another biggie from that day was the complete
breakdown of solidarity in the group remaining on
the mountain. Some feel that maybe there are times
in which it is better to save an arrest and break
solidarity when it becomes necessary. A question we
need to ask ourselves is: When we do an action in |
solidarity with friends, fellow activists and a com-
munity, when does it ever become necessary to
violate that solidarity? Especially, to create solidar-
ity with racist, violent, land raping, not-from-this-
bioregion loggers.
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continuéd on page 26

Dear shit for brains,

I want to say thank you, thank
you, thank you to all the people
who have supported me since I
placed a pie in the face of state
Senator Carol Flynn in protest to
her racist lies about the sacred
nature of the land in the path of

the reroute of Hwy. 55 in Minne-

apolis, MN.

Thanks to the Journal for print-
ing an article in support of me,
thanks to the IWW, the BBB and
especially thanks to the folx from
the Minnehaha Free State for all
the support they gave me while I
was on trial, packing the court-
room every day, serving pie out-
sidethe courthouse, defending my

Dear SFB

actions and the painstaking work
of rebuilding a shocked coalition.
Thanks for all the support while I
was in jail and even more for the
supportwhileThavebeen on home
detention.

-~ Ihavebeensospoiled. There are
usually five to 20 people at any
given time at my apartment, mak-
ing meals for me, taking Mystic
Girldog for walks, taking out the
trash, using my computer, buying
my groceries and doing all the
things that I cannot do for myself
until September 2 when they take
theirmonitorbracelet off my ankle.

I only hope that when it comes
time for me to support any and all
of you, I come through the way

that you all have for me. I know
you all tire of hearing me say it, but
I love you. You are my family!

—AGENT PECAN (BOB GREENBERG) .

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The corporate/technological di-
saster known as Y2K that is rap-
idly approaching is giving us a
great opportunity. Like Stinging
Nettle, I believe thisis the time for
action [see EF!J, May-June 1999].
The forces that be are rejecting
technology and opening up the
chance for us to bring about revo-
lution. This revolution has been
prophesied by many, and the time

has come. This is our chance to_

spread our message. Use this op-
portunity to prove to others that
technology and big business are
not necessary to live a good life.
Show your community the joy
and love one receives by respect-

1ing and loving our Mother Earth.

If we ever want harmony on this
planet, we need to foster compas-
sion toward the whole planet and
that includes even the ignorant
bastards. Forget your own selfish
needs and realize that your higher
purpose is to be an example of
how others can also live in har-
mony with our mother earth. Seize
this opportunity to teach those
who are blind, by letting your life
be an example of the peace thatis
possible.
- Love and Light,

—HUMMINGBIRD HEART

By the way, if you're worried
about how you're going to eat,
don't be. Itis possible to live with-
out food, check out Living on Light
by Jasmuheen. ‘

continued on page 28
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Climbing in the giants at Winberry
BY MOONSHINE '

* Ever seen those turn-of-the-century pictures, those
ones with loggers lying in the face-cut of some god-
awful huge old tree? Ever wish you’d been around to
stop the bastards? Well, have we got a timber sale for
you. Big trees—nine feet diameter, 250-feet tall, 800-
plusyears old. A passportin timebroughttoyouby the
Willamette National Forest and Roseburg Forest Prod-
ucts. A good old-fashioned timber grab that the Forest
Service calls the “Alternative Volume Timber Pro-
gram.” We call it the revenge of the Salvage Rider.

A bunch of timber sales under contract to Roseburg
Forest Products in Oregon’s Coast Range were can-
celed when they found some marbled murrelets, an
impudent little bird that had the nerve to get itself
listed as an endangered species. But since the Coast
Range sales were sold under the Salvage Rider, the
Forest Service has had to replace them with 'new sales
“of like kind and value.” So here’s the catch—the
Coast Range sales are almost entirely composed of
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second-growth trees, from 100-1 40 years old. The new
replacement sales, like North Winberry and Helldun,
are old-growth with many 200-500 year old trees.
Unit 15 of the North Winberry sale has the biggest
treesslated tobe cutin the United States (now accepting
wagers). The northeast corner of the unit has dozens of
western red cedar that probably average 600 years old,
some Douglas fir that run 900 years and a Pacific silver

. fir that was taller than I am now back when the

Columbus family was inbreeding with the slowest and
ugliest of their farm animals. One of the Dougs has got
a branch 100 feet off the ground that’s bigger than any
of the trees in the canceled Coast Range sales.

The Forest Service is having a tough time explaining
how the Winberry trees figure to be “like kind and
value” to the canceled Coast Range sales. It makes for
some good press.

Some and a friend are wandering up to Unit 15 with
areporter in tow. The Willamette National Forest has
sent along two of their best and brightest to ride
shotgun on the whole operation, making sure we
don’texaggerate none. The two Freds are named Doug

" and Herb. Right off the bat they do something dumb.

We're hiking up the spur road to the unit. I steer the
reporter over to this giant old stump by the side of the

‘Toad. “Now that,” I'say, “is a big-ass stump. Probably

11 feet in diameter.”

Herb gives us his best guffaw, “Yor exageratm That
ain’tno 11 feet.” He pulls out a forester’s tape, the ones
with the circumference to diameter conversion on one
side. He gets abouthalf way aroundthe stump before he
runs out of tape. He’s got this Homer Simpson look on
his face. We have to loan him our tape (ours is bigger).
Stump measures out at 11 feet, on the dot.

We get to the unit. Giant old cedars all over the
place. Three treesit platforms suspended 150 feet off
the ground. The treesits are 1ncred1ble Two platforms
form a donut-shaped house around the tree trunks.
Anotheris suspended between a hemlock a cedar, and
a fir. Catwalks and traverse lines snake around the
giant grey trunks. This is old growth. Shafts of green
and yellow sunlight pierce the canopy. Massive rot-
tinglogs are draped in moss. Looking down, you can’t
see your feet for this brilliant green carpet of wood
sorrel and ferns. The Forest Service guys look a little
outofplace, all dolled upin their puke green uniformes,
big brass belt buckles and dorky-looking hard hats.
One of the trees’ sitters breaks out a violin. Ever heard
the notes from a well-tuned violin drifting down from
a canopy of ancient trees? That’s something you
remember. A shaggy head peers over one of the

BIE TO WINBERRY, BUT YOU CANNOT MAKE HIM THINK

platforms duectly above Dougand Herb. “Hey dudes,”

~ she says. “Nice hats.”

To repeat: The treesit is incredible. It is not your
parents treesit. A few weeks before our field trip with
Dougand Herb Ijerked myself along goddamned way
up a very thin rope and got the grand tour from a
treesitter named Squirrel. Or maybe it was Sparrow. Or
somethinglike that. Anyway, abunch of these treesits
are constructed of inner tubes. One of the donut
houses has a basement, like a basket, woven together
with sticks and inner tubes. It looks like one of those
gorilla nests I saw in a National Geographic once. A
catwalk is made of bicycle tubes. Bicycle tubes are big
up here. Webbing and rigging is made of tubes.
Bungee cords of tubes. Every structure, every piece of
gear, seems to incorporate inner tubes in its design.
Treesitters (called Wookies, to distinguish them from-
their Ewok counterparts at the Clark treesit eight miles
to the north) bounce across traverse lines, bare to the
waist, long hair tied up with inner tubes, inner tubes
dangling from their harnesses.

~Swallow shrugs, “Inner tubes are kind of flexible,
you know? They got give to them.”

If there was some sort of primitive economy up here,
tubes would be its currency. “Tubes are cheap, man,”
says my tour guide. “All this overpriced crap people
climb on...,” she looks a little superior, “they need to
get down with the bike tubes.”

But back to Herb and Doug. We are deep into the
tree-top violin concerto. The reporter is scribbling
notes furiously. “So this is‘like kind and value,” huh?”
we're asking. “Where’s the 100-140 year-old trees?
We're just seeing 500-800 year-old trees.”

Doug has a light go off. “This is the big part of the
unit,” he says. “Let’s walk on over to the other side.”

Well, that other side of the unit’s got 100-140 year-
old trees, all right. All marked as leave trees. The rest
of the stand, 300-600 year-old firs, are all marked to be
cut. Doug and Herb aren’t having a good day.

“This unit’s got nothin’ butbig trees,” mumbles Herb
glumly, after a little while. “Let’s go to another unit.”

I've got the map handy. “Point to a unit, Herb. Any
unit. Let’s go there right now.” The reporter’s staring
intently at them.

“Don’t see how that’d do much good,” says Doug.

“We gotto getback to the office, anyhow,” says Herb.

I'wonder if that lime-green Forest Serv1ce rig they’re
driving’s got any inner tubes left on it.

To pass on support, money or gifts contact the
Cascadia Wildlands Project at POB 11122, Eugene,

“ OR 97440; (541) 747-9116.

Masked Marauders Invade Stoltmann

The battle to preserve British Columbia’s Elaho
Valley watershed and famed Stoltmann Wilderness
" has once again erupted, resulting in a no compro-
mise, full-throttle defence in this millennium-old
ecosystem. Deep in the heart of this lush forest,
defenders have taken their protest to the canopy,
withstanding goon squad attacks and Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police (RCMP) harassment, surviving
dynamite blasting and ultimately challenging the
immediate threat to this rare wilderness.

Erected on August 9, the blockade has united
dozens of activists from across North America. Just
two days into the frontlines campaign, four masked
vandals terrorized the camp near Squamish, BC,
threatening the wilderness defenders’ safety. On the
morning of August 11, a Stoltmann defender fired a
message to the People’s Action for Threatened Habi-
tat (PATH)-Vancouver office and to the local media:
“At 8:20 a.m. this morning, four men sped into our
camp in a blue and white Ford crew cab with an
Interfor (International Forest Products) logo on its
doors. The men rushed into our camp with axes and
shovels in hand. They chopped the ropes to our tarps
and.smashed our lanterns. Gian, a protester at the
camp, asked: ‘Why are you disguised, why don’t you
face me man-to-man? Are you going to do some-
thing illegal?” One vandal pointed to our video
camera aimed at them and replied, pointing to the
videographer: ‘Not as long as he holds that.””

The varidals, who were later revealed to be Interfor
employees, were given temporary suspensions and a
slap on the wrist by the Squamish RCMP. Resorting to
violence, however, is clear proof of the moral bank-
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ruptcy of their position and their ignorance of sustain-
able economic alternatives such as eco-tourism and
outdoor recreation. “While Interfor and proponents
of industrial clearcutting say they’re providing jobs,
their very corporate policies are actually destroying
jobs and vital ecosystems,” explained Stoltmann media
liaison Jarah West of the Forest Action Network. “Jobs,
long-term economic viability and the health of the
environment do not speak to their bottom line.”
Covering a 500,000:hectare chunk of the Upper
Elaho Valley, the Stoltmann is home to the world’s
oldest grove of Douglas fir—and is no stranger to
protest. In 1997, environmentalists and loggers
set up opposing blockades for weeks, resulting in
the protection of Clendenning Creek and cruel
counter-attacks by Interfor’s forest strategists. That
same year, Interfor clearcut a grove of 800 year-
old trees in the Sims Creek Valley and later took

~ down 1,000 year-old trees in Serenity Grove and
countless old red cedars in a bear-denning area.

Even politicians outside
southwestern British Co-
lumbia recognize the
Stoltmann’s long-term
value as a national park.
Three Liberal members of
Parliament. have written
a letter to BC Tourism
Minister lan Waddell beg-
ging him to table the park
proposal in the provin-
cial Legislature. And Lib-
eral MP and former envi-

ronment minister Charles Caccia is planning to intro-
duce a bill in federal Parliament this fall to turn the
Stoltmann Wilderness into a new national park. Un-
fortunately, Interfor built a bridge across Lava Creek
last month, allowing access to a millennium-old
Douglas fir grove.

The blockaders were served a court injunction on
August 13 in an attempt to clear the way for Interfor’s
road-building. Many have subsequently been arrested

- for being there. Some arrested outside the injunction

zone had their cameras wrongly seized. The next day
later, the Supreme Court of British Columbia ordered
the RCMP to return the cameras within 48 hours.

On August 21 the RCMP endangered protesters
lives by giving Interfor permission to blast dynamite
100 yards from the treesit. Squamish Sergeant Gary
Brine says his officers checked the protest area finding
no treesitters in the danger zone. But according to a
witness, “The cops were standing under her [the
treesitter] tree all day [while the blasting occurred].”
. The RCMP has arrested nine people including three
treesitters and six witnesses as the protest celebrates its
twenty-second day of occupation. Support people, as
well as musicians, cooks, bodies of
all shapes, sizes, colours, sexual ori-
entation and nationality are wel-
come at the camp. The siteis outside
theinjunction zonesonoonehas to
fear arrest. Come and share your
- Positive energy with the camp.

For more information contact
PATH at POB 19596, Vancouver
& (Squamish Nation Territory), BC
S VST 4E7; (604) 255-4145S;

: =path@env1r011nk org;
at Stoltmann yr enviroweb. org/PATH.
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BY SCOTT SILVER

de-fi-ance n. 1. The disposition to
defy or resist an opposing force or
authority; resolute resistance.

com-pli-ance n. 1. A yielding to a
wish, request or demand; acquiescence.

(Source: The American Heritage Dic-
tionary—1976 edition)

The federal government’s drive to
turn publicland recreation into a prof-
itable business has gone too far. Smokey
has begun baring his fangs, and the
Freddies are now flashing their badges.
The feds are spiraling out of control.

On August 14, protests against the
Recreation Fee-Demo program and In-
dustrial Strength Recreation took place
simultaneously at dozens of locations
in nine states. Three additional pro-
tests took place in Canada where our
‘compatriots are similarly threatened
by corporate pirates looking to plunder
Canada’s federal and provincial parks.

In Bend, Oregon, Wild Wilderness
staged two peaceful protests attended
by approximately 100 demonstrators.

In San Francisco and Los Angeles area”

forests, Sierra Club volunteers passed
out literature and otherwise peace-
fully protested forest fees. The scene
was typical, repeated in locations
throughout the West. -

The day was, however, marred by an
uncalled for show of force by the US
Forest Service (USFS) and other police
organizations in several cities. Near
Seattle, Washington, two lone protest-
ers marched along a highway carrying
signs that said: “Honk If You Hate
Forest Fees.” One in four passing mo-
torists honked. Accompanying these
two protesters, was a sheriff, a state
patrolman, a Freddie and the. crisis
intervention/hostage negotiation

paddy wagon.

In Tucson, Arizona, eight protesters
from the local Earth First! group were
met by an equal number of police and

ForestServicelaw enforcementvehicles.

InPasadena, California, protesters were
shadowed by what amounted to two
law enforcement officers per protester.
What is happening?

Fee-Demo is supposed.to be an ex-
perimental program to determine if
the American public will accept the
notion that they should
pay to take a hike or enjoy
a picnic on public lands.
The program is scheduled
to end in two years—un-
less Congress should de-
clare it to be a success and
makes it permanent.

By every indication, the
experiment has already
proven to be an abysmal
failure. Following the end
of Fee-Demo, simple ac- M
cess to our forests, moun-
tains, rivers and deserts
should, once again, be-
come free. And, more im- -
portantly, the impetus of
the Clinton administra-
tion to turn recreation on public
lands into a business bonanza for

- private investors and their federal

partners should disappear.
Unfortunately, Vice President Al Gore,
certain congressional leaders and the
land management agency heads them-
selves have not seen Fee-Demo as a
failure or as an experiment. Gore sees
managing public lands as a profitable
business to be a perfect extension of his
reinventing government campaign.
Conservative congressmen, such as
Frank Murkowski (R-AK) and Jim

Hansen (R-UT), loathing to acéept that

logging, mining and grazing are fading
in importance, have become dead set
upon turning outdoor recreation into
the next extractive business. Federal
land managers, whose budgets have
already been cut to the bone, simply see
themselves as helpless to resist.

The public is anything but help-
less. Our voices and objections to
being treated as mere customers must
be heard. So, to stop the seemly

Southern California just says, “No to user fee

unstoppable juggernaut called “In-
dustrial Strength Recreation” we, and
many of the groups who made the day
of action a success, shall make Septem-
ber 1999: “Fee-Demo Defiance Month.”

The mandatory fee collection policy
associated with this program requires
customers to “pay-up” or face a $100
fine. Any honest program intended
to test compliance would be based
upon. voluntary fee payment, not
compliance obtained through coer-
cion and threat of penalty.

In the accounting system being used

by the agencies implementing these
fees, anyone purchasing a visitor’s
pass is counted as supporting the pro-
gram. It is never noted whether that
person purchased the pass for.any
reason other than to avoid persecu-
tion and prosecution.

Faced with the current alternatives
of pay-up or else, I suggest that the
appropriate alternative to compliance
is ‘defiance’—peaceful, heartfelt, hon-
est defiance of an unjust policy being
forced upon the public by
corporate raiders and their
bureaucratic partners.

We, as the rightful own-
ers of public lands, can
comply with the Fee-Demo
program, Or we can reso-
lutely say; “Hell no, we
won'’t pay.” If we are tick-
eted for our refusal to sub-
mit to coercive pressures,
f= wecanandshouldsay these
§ very words to any magis-
5 S trate who would carry out

§ the threats federal agents
§ are using to force compli-
% ance and submission.

The issue is not whether
bean-counting bureaucrats
have the right to charge us to view
the sunset or to smell the trees. In
defying Fee-Demo we are engaging
in a battle to preserve the very con-
cept of wildness and in so doing, to
preserve the world.

For information contact Wild Wil-
derness at 248 NW Wilmington Ave.,
Bend, OR 97701; (541) 385-5261;
www.wildwilderness.org.

Scott Silver is co-founder and executive
director of Wild Wilderness which has
fought in support of undeveloped recre-
ation since 1991.

f This article was written by T.O. Hellenbach and is
reprinted from the Earth First! Journal, Mabon, 1985.

Tree spiking has forced the development of a
number of countermeasures, the most significant
of which include the use of metal detectors to
locate metallic spikes imbedded in tree trunks.
Some spikers have advocated the use of ladders to
plant spikes high in trees, out of the reach of hand-
held metal detectors. Unfortunately, the risk of
hauling a bulky object such as a ladder while
engaged in illegal activities is rendered unnecessar-
ily dangerous by the fact that most sawmills (and
all of those in National Forests where spiking is
common) routinely screen all fallen logs at the mill
to remove commonplace metallic objects like nails
and old barbed wire. Obviously, conventional metal
spikes will be detected before reaching their in-
tended target-the costly sawmill blade.

Ongoing research has developed several non-me-
tallic spikes, or pins, that promise to defeat the metal
detector and wreak havoc inside the sawmill. The
first of these, as depicted in the current episode of
“Blade Ruiner” is a high-fired ceramic pin made of
the same type of commonplace stoneware used by
potters who hand-throw (on a potter’s wheel) the
usual line of cups, bowls, plates, etc. The primary
ingredient is stoneware clay, produced in a wide
range of formulations by clay companies and ce-
ramic supply outfits scattered across the nation.
Most such manufacturers and suppliers are located
inlarge metropolitan areas where monkeywrenchers
can purchase their clay over the counter for cash-
leaving no paper trail like name and address for the
curious police investigator. The clay usually comes
in twenty-five pound bags, two such bags making up
a fifty-pound box. Be sure that the clay type (known
as the “clay body”) that you purchase contains no
iron oxide, an ingredient thatis commonly added to
Qoneware clays. If sufficiently concentrated, this
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iron oxide may be picked up by metal detectors. To
find a clay that is suitable; make your first inquiry by
phone, obtaining the name or number of the stone-
ware clay that contains no iron oxide. At a later date,
send themostinconspicuous-looking member of your
spiking team in to purchase a bag or box. If necessary,
they can be “picking it up for a friend,” or can be
college art students purchasing materials for a project.
As an additional measure, these clay bodies can be
stiffened and made even more durable by the addition
of “grog,” a gritty, sand-like material usually made of
ahigh-fired refractory material (ground stone-
ware) or simply a pure quartz sand. This can
also be purchased from clay suppliers, &},{5‘;‘
and you should specify an 80 or coarser
screening. Do not buy fine powder grog,
or “soft” grog made of weaker lower-
fired materials. The grog is blended into
the clay body through a pro-
cess called “wedging” which
consists of simply kneading
the material in by
handuntilitisthor-
oughly and evenly
distributed
throughout the
clay. Since clay for-
mulas vary from
onetypetoanother
and from one com-
pany to the next,

we cannot specify the amount of grog to add to ymh
clay. Just add a little at a time until the clay feels a
little coarser and stiffer. If you add too much, the
clay will be hard to roll out and will not stick
together well. Keep in mind that the clay must
remain “plastic” to allow you to readily shape it...

The pins are made simply by rolling the clay out
to the desired thickness, and cutting them to the
appropriate length. As with the metallic pins de-
picted in the first “Blade Ruiner” episode, you will
have to use a drill to make a hole in the tree for
inserting the pin. Decide first what type of drill
(cordless battery-type or the old-fashioned brace
and bit) you will use and find the largest bit you can
readily use, up to one inch in diameter. Experiment
on a recently fallen tree to insure that your drill and
bit combination allows you to drill a hole up to four
or five inches deep. The thicker your ceramic pin is,
the more likely it is to either dull or break a sawmill

blade. Therefore, if you can drill one-inch-diam-
eter holes, roll out the clay to a one-inch thick-
ness. It will shrink some in drying and firing
and will fit easily into a one-inch hole. As
to pin length, four inches is about the
maximum necessary, but be sure to cut
some shorter lengths, like two and three
inches. In this way, if
| yourdrilling should en-
. counter a hard spot like
a knot in the wood pre-
venting you from drill-
ing tothedesired depth,
you can have a shorter
pin available for the
shallow hold...

To learn how to fire
ceramic pins order this
back issue for §4; a full
set for 3400. / A
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. ingto the Drug Enforce-

CIA Cocaine Death Squads Deal a Crooked Hand in Colombia

BY THE Eco SOLIDARITY WORKING GROUP

“At the end of the day, the US does not care if we all
kill each other. What matters to them is that we get rid
of the drug crops.” :

—VICE RECTOR OF THE
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF COLOMBIA

Forty-million people along with the most biologi-
cally diverse, endangered ecosystems in the world are
under attack by the US Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) and mercenaries paid by.oil companies. This
war is fought with bombs and bullets, as well as with
herbicides and media misinformation. The causes of
this war are as diverse as the region’s terrain and its
ethnic variety. The rapacious greed of multinationals
like Occidental Petroleum, Shell, BP, Texaco and
their counterparts in the Colombian elite is the main
problem, but cocaine use in the US is the fuel that
fires this inferno. Drug exports pay for the weapons

of the right-wing government-backed death squads

and the revolutionary guerrillas.

For years Colombia was banned from receiving US
military or drug fighting money due to its poor
human rights record and its failure to cooperate in
the drug war. In 1998 it received $89 million, and this
year the total reached $289 million despite contin-
ued human rights abuses. Colombia is now the third
largest recipient of US military aid after Israel and
Egypt. Direct US military intervention looms on the
horizon for this region which exports more oil to the

US than the entire Middle East.

President Clinton is giving the nod to a death-
squad offensive. According to the New York-based
Human Rights Watch, death squads work closely
with the Colombian military and together they are
responsible for the deaths of 25,000 people this
decade—300,000 since 1945. Violence has displaced
1.2 million people in the last three years (mostly
women and children). .

Death squads guard
petroleum facilities and
shipments of cocaine.
The head of these
squads, Carlos Castano,
is a key player in the
Cali Drug Cartel, accord-

ment Administration.
Castano took over the
direction of the death
squads from another
CIA asset, Colombian
Army General Ivan
Ramirez. CIA involve-
ment in Colombia be-
gan in the 1950s and
grew along with the
drug trade. In 1991 the CIA established a Colombian
naval intelligence group thatbecame a key part of the
death squad’s continuing terror campaign against
guerrillas and anyone who speaks out for change or
peace (Z Magazine, March 1999).

Many death-squad leaders graduated from the
School of the Americas in Fort Benning, Georgia,
where thousands of Latin American soldiers have
been trained in counter-insurgency and. torture.
Castano proudly takes responsibility for his massa-
cres. He has kidnapped Colombian senators and
speaks in radio interviews about the need for more
killing. Arrest warrants for Castano, Army officers
and .other death-squad leaders gather dust on the
Attorney General’s desk. Evidence mounts of col-
laboration between the military and the death squads
(Progressive, September 1999). In July, the largest
Colombian guerrilla group, Fuerzas Armadas
Revolucionarias de Colombia (FARC), launched an
attack against the mountain headquarters of Castano
but were driven back by the Colombian army with US’
intelligence assistance (Stratfor GI Update).

Hundreds of US military personnel are on the .

ground, training elite units of the Colombian Army.
Sophisticated US spy planes, like the US RC-7B,
inform combat operations. US-based DynaCorp and
East Inc. operate a private airforce used to eradicate
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Military units guard airports and oil reﬁnenes

poppies and coca plants, dousing hundreds of square
miles of the countryside with herbicides. Monsanto’s
Roundup is the toxin of choice, but the US has
pressured Colombia to use Dow Chemical’s more
lethal tebuthiuron. Trade named Spike, it comes in
granular form making it easier to apply.

Genetically-engineered viruses are also being de-
veloped for the drug war arsenal. Despite this toxic
rain, coca production has risen dramatically. In July,
two DynaCorp employees were killed along with five
US military personnel when an intelligence-gather-
ing aircraft hit a mountain or a FARC missile in
southern Colombia.

'The news media have confused the issues and kept
secret the US’ culpability in this dirty war. They
create an impression that the FARC and the Ejercito de
Liberacion Nacional (ELN), Colombia’s other major
guerrilla group, have long controlled most of the
drug trade, but the January 17 New York Times re-
ports, “ELN until now has been a minor player.” The
FARC didn'’t create the cocaine trade, they took it
away from the government and the death squads.
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A million eﬁlg’e paced by war

Moreover, the guerrillas are
presented as unwilling to lay
down their arms as part of a
peace plan. In the late 1980s,
., -guerrillas put down the gun

for the ballot box. They were
met with the votes of many
12 people and a hail of bullets
§ from the death squads. Almost
5,000 members of the opposi-
tion political party, Patriotic
Union, have been killed by the
right wing since 1989.

Where is the outcry or the
media each time the death squads kill one of the 400
teachers who have fallen victim to their terror in the
last five years... or the 2,300 union activists killed
since 1986? Where was the international condemna-
tion of the Colombian government when Embera
tribal leader Alonso Dominico Jarupia was executed
for his opposition to the Urra I hydroelectric dam?
The Kkillers had lists of victims and said the killing
would continue until the Embera agreed to the dam’s
construction. Eight months later, another leader fell
and 2,500 Embera sought asylum in Spain. The Urra
I Dam continues to flood tribal lands which disap-
pear under the waters of the Sinu River. Nearby, two
dams on the Guamez River would change the course
of the river, displace 4,000 people and endanger
endemic species of plant as well as other flora and
fauna of the paramo (typical Colombian highland
cloud forest above 8,000 feet). -

The oil companies and the government must be
held responsible for the violence and the pollution
that is the byproduct of their oil operations; Oil is
Colombia’s most important legal export (27 per-
cent of total exports). Coffee is second (15 per-
cent). The US imports 260,000 barrels of Colom-
bian oil every day. In the U’wa region alone, 1.7
million barrels of oil have spilled onto the soil and
rivers in the last 12 years.

Crossioads or Wal and Bi odiversity

Colombia has the worsthuman rights record in the
Americas, and the area around the U’wa has the worst
record in Colombia. Robin Kirk, author of War with
Colombia and International Law, supports the conten-

. tion that the death squads make their massacres as

brutal and gruesome as possible to make sure the
message is understood. They often carry lists of trade
unionists, Catholic priests, human rights observers
and guerrilla supporters.

A biological paradise, Colombia has the greatest
number of bird species (1,780) of any country in the
world. It is second in plants and amphibians and
third in reptiles. Only Brazil surpasses it in total
number of species. Brazil is seven times larger. The
Macarenaregion contains Colombia’s first biological
preserve, established in 1942. Half of the world’s
orchids bloom here, and a dazzling variety of jaguars, -
dolphin, primates, giant otters, spectacled bears,
agoutis, kinkajous and the FARC live here too. The
Macarena has been its headquarters for decades, and

it has earned respect from biologists for establishing

some order over the squatters who are a constant
threat to the region’s biological integrity. Cattle,
road construction, logging and mining have devas-
tated many areas. Manatees, tapirs and macaws are
but a tiny fraction of the species that are on the edge
of extinction-in Colombia. Most species have not
even been classified here.

In this threatened ecosystem, the guerrillas are fight-
ingfor their lives and the tens of thousands of relatives
they have lost to US and narco-death squads. Thou-
sands of young people have joined the guerrilla’s bid
to end the right wing’s 40 years of collusion with oil
company exploitation and death squad violence. Their
goal s to stop this neo-liberal madness that devastates
people and the environmentin a chase for profits. Join
their voices, say no! to the billion dollars the US has
thrown into Colombia this decade. No more to the

_billion dollars that Clinton is desperately offering to

the mostbrutal military in the Americas. Basta! toneo-
liberal, free trade—follow the US—development poli-
cies that are the ultimate death squad. Only an alter-
native model of economic development can hope to
avoid the social and ecological catastrophe that US
policies have fostered in Colombia. Major emphasis
must be placed on ecologically sustainable rural devel-
opment and expensive crop-substitution programs
that are acceptable to the guerrillas.

Presidential candidate George W. Bush and the wife
of the US military’s head of counter-drug efforts in
Colombia, Colonel James Hiett, can’t say no to per-
sonal cocaine use. According to the mainstream me-
dia, eight US embassy employees in Bogota are under
investigation for drug smuggling. The US embassy
appears to be just another link in the drug trade.

The US spends $20 billion a year fighting the war
on drugs, while US citizens shove an equal amount of
drugs up their noses. Drug treatment programs are
ridiculously underfunded when only 50 percent of
hard-core users can find help and treatment budgets.
are declining (Washington Post, August 21). If fight-
ing drugs was a priority of the Clinton administra-
tion then the cocaine death squads would disappear
overnight. If Clinton wanted peace in Colombia he
would halt US arms shipments to the Colombian
Army and end covert activity there.

It is time for human rights and indigenous support
groups, environmentalists and everyone who cares
about the death and devastation that our drug addic-
tions are causing to unite in condemnation of US
support for the wrong side in Colombia. We have to
solve our drug problem and make amends to the evils
we have spawned in the Andean nations. A peace
treaty is possible if the death squads are disarmed and
autonomous regions are established—including safe
regions for indigenous peoples. In recent peace talks
FARC was essentially ceded one third of the coun-

try—an area as big as Switzerland. Let’s invest in

abuse prevention, treatment centers, and develop-
ment aid to Colombia in exchange for international
purchase of critical biological preserves. A similar
program is needed for therest of Latin America which
is on the verge of social, environmental and eco-
nomic collapse.



68 Arrested at the Highway 55 Reroute

trees are cut, water is diverted and road progress follows

BY BOB (GREENBERG AND SOLSTICE

On July 26, in defiance of 40 years of
strong community opposition to the
reroute of Highway 55 in Minneapo-
lis, the Minnesota Department of
Transportation (MnDOT) began work
on the project. To surround and cor-
don off work sites, MnDOT hired an
“occupying army” of over one hun-
dred state troopers, sheriff’s officers
and Minneapolis police. The cost of
salaries and overtime has been. esti-
mated at $50,000 per day in taxpayer
money. The construction area is cur-
rently at the north end of the reroute,
about a mile north of the spiritual

encampment set up last December
after the excessive raid of the
Minnehaha Free State by 800 law en-
forcement officers. The encampment
remains a base of resistance against
the destruction at the north end.
Tenpeople were arrested on the first
day of the destruction after crossing
police lines, climbing into trees, dis-
mantling cordons and attempting to
lock themselves to machinery. Every-
one arrested was conditionally re-
leased. The release required, in part,
that people arrested “not hamper or
impede the progress of the Highway
S5 project.” One person, who signed
“Stop the Reroute” on his conditional
release, was picked up and held for

three days as he was leaving a local
restaurant which was apparently
within therestricted area. At the day’s
end, 30 old bur oaks were cut as well as
many young trees.

On day two of the destruction, 29
people were arrested for sitting, arms
linked, across Highway:55 blocking
morning rush hour traffic. Arally con-
tinued at the site throughout the week.
Troopers ticketed drivers who honked
in support of the rally. The cordoned
off area kept expanding, until finally
we got tipped off about which trees
they planned to cut next. We set up
treesits accordingly. At this time, the
cordon has not been successfully ex-
panded; the sits remain occupied.

As part of their continuing destruc-
tion of Minnehaha Park, the Depart-
ment of Transportation began shut-
ting down the flow of Minnehaha
Falls on August 20. Doing this has
diverted much of the water flowing
into Minnehaha Creek into the storm

sewers. The department has also in-
stalled drainage wells to suck the
groundwater from the area around
the falls. The water level has already
dropped over two feet and the com-
munity is outraged. It was never told
that the flow of the falls would be
stopped.

After witnessing the destruction of

the land that had so inspired him,
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow came
down from his statue perch in the
park late at night and planted four
sacred cottonwoods to ease his broken
heart. Showing no mercy for poor
Henry and his vision of eternal beauty,
MnDOT bulldozed the four saplings

within days.
Community
members  are
more pissed off at
MnDOT than ever
as they witness
theirbeloved park
being bulldozed.
If MnDOT had [
any credibility
left, it was lost
whenit cutorbulldozed approximately
180 trees, after saying only three in
that area would be cut. Many commu-
nity residents are taking legal action.
People are also irate about thé po-
lice brutality which was a reoccurring
theme throughout the first week of

destruction (yes, they’re doing it in
broad daylight). On July 26, 17-year-
old Madeline Gardner was hospital-
ized with a dislocated hip after being
tackled inside the construction zone
by state troopers. She was denied
medical attention for three hours. As
a result, she may need full hip re-
placement surgery. On July 27 Jesse
Hop, a 13-year-old protester and tra-
ditional native dancer, was hospital-
ized after being assaulted and thrown
to the pavement by several overzeal-
ous-state troopers. On July 28, Emily
Lindell, 23, was tackled by state troop-
ers who repeatedly slammed her head
into a railroad tie, resulting in a se-
vere concussion. On Saturday, July
31, supporters held a candlelight vigil
at City Hall, honoring survivors of
police brutality over the course of
this resistance.

Over 100 people came to Minne-
apolis for “End of the Road 99”—a
national Green and Black conference

" August 1-6. Many conference part1c1-
pants spent nights at the encamp-
ment and gave additional time to help
cover treesits and security shifts. Early
in the week several people halted con-
struction for a morning with one suc-
cessful lockdown after another.

On August 6 most of the conference
took a field trip to the Minnesota State
Capitol in St. Paul, where it found
eight friends locked to each other and
toamarble pillarin therotunda. About
one hundred people frolicked around
the greatseal of the State of Minnesota
(on top of which four people were
irreverently sitting, locked down) for
afewhours. Finally, state police closed
the Capitol and made all the
state workers go to their offices
while they removed folks.

- “For over 40 years the local
community has made it clear
that we do not want this road
rerouted -through Minnehaha
Park, the first state park in the
nation, and through land sa-
cred to the Dakota people, in-
cluding traditional burial

grounds,” said Noel Rhode, one of the

people involved in the takeover.
The reroute will destroy sacred Da-
kota burial grounds, a place of wor-

ship to Native Americans for over 9,000

years, and the last free flowing spring
in all of Minneapolis. Minnehaha Park

is the first state park in the United

States and is the last remaining ex-
ample of ancient oak savannah and
pristine prairie in the Twin Cities area.
All of this could be destroyed just to
shave three minutes off the drive time
between downtown Minneapolis and

. the Mall of America.

~ “The Minnesota Department of
Transportation claims that this project
has support of every level of govern-
ment, yet it requires $50,000 dollars a
day in police protection to keep the
community from interfering with the
project? Why have they had to arrest
over 118 peoplein the last year and 68
in the last two weeks alone?” asked
Soil, one of the protesters. “If the com-
munity really supports this project,
then why does the state refuse to put
the project up to a vote to give the
voters a real choice?”

The longest running urban occupa-

tion in US history, Minnehaha Free
State,-is made up of a spiritual en-

A chicken wing, full Nelson and ain compliace; what next, a suplex?

campment and treesits at the south
end and a direct action encampment
and treesits on the north. The state
has spent over $2.6 million fighting
us on this issue to date. That does not
include the cost of a one year delay in
construction, the court costs to pros-
ecute and jail us or the costs of the
state and federal court cases we have
brought against them.

The proposed rerouteis on thesouth-
ern border of Minneapolis, with some
of the corridor extending beyond the
city limits. Meanwhile, at the north

~ end of Minneapolis, just off Highway

55, another popular struggle has been
growing and gaining momentum over
the past few months. Hundreds of
affordable housing units are slated for
demolition in order to make room for
yuppie housing.

In June, 13 African American clergy
were arrested for standing in front of
the bulldozers. Mayor Sharon Sayles
Belton temporarily halted the destruc-
tion. When trying to start the process
up again, the city was met by opposi-
tion from the National Association for
the Advancement of
Colored People the
project is halted by
an injunction.
‘Minnehaha has just
linked coalitions
with this struggle.
Together we are
planning a state-
wide rally and
march for Septem-
ber 25. The theme
will be community
autonomy. We are
demanding that
communities be in
control of theirown
destinies, that they
be empowered to
make the decisions
that affect them.

We celebrated one
year of active resis-
tance on August 10. We also just re-
leased our CD “Trees and Water—
Songs of Resistance to the Reroute of
55.” Not only are we stronger now
than ever before, but the land is under
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~ greater attack and we are in need of
greater support than ever.

If you want to support the
Minnehaha Free State, we are in need
of money, climbing gear, shelters
(tents, teepees, tarps), food, etc. Make
checks payable to power4u and send
items of support to Big Woods EF!,
POB 580936, Minneapolis, MN 55458-
0936. Please make note that it is for
the Minnehaha Free State.

You can also write to the following
people urging them to stop the re-
route of Highway 55 and stop brutal-
izing the resisters! Governor Jesse
Ventura, 130 State Capitol, 75 Consti-
tution Ave., St. Paul, MN 55155; (651)
296-3391; Elwyn Tinklenberg, Com-
missioner, Minnesota Department of
Transportation, 395 John Ireland

" Blvd., St. Paul, MN 5515S; (651) 296-

3000; Mayor Sharon Sayles Belton,
350 S. 5th Street, Minneapolis, MN
55415;(612) 673-2100; Vice President
Al Gore, The White House, 1600 Penn-
sylvania Ave., Washington DC 20500;
(202) 456-1414.
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BY NICOLE ROSMARINO

The prairie is under fire, and the prairie dog is on
the frontlines. On a weekly basis, prairie dog de-
fenders are alerted that another patch of prairie dogs
is slated for destruction by the bulldozer, gun or
poison. Developers, ranchers, farmers, and local
and national officials continue to endanger the few
prairie dogs still hanging on.

Although noted for their charisma and highly ad-
vanced communication system, the ecological impor-
tance of prairie dogs makes their protection especially
urgent. This one-foot long, one-to-three pound little
maminal creates a world which abounds with diverse
prairie life. Prairie dog colonies have been likened to
coral in the sea, as they provide niches for a variety of
wildlife to breed, feed, rest and hide.

As Europeans moved westward on the North
American continent, they destroyed prairie dogs
along with other prairie wildlife. Alongside the
European “clearing” of indigenous human groups
from the land, grizzly bears, wolves, thundering
herds of bison, mule deer, pronghorn and elk were
mowed down in the race to turn the Great Plains
into one big cattle pasture.

Prairie Dog Persecution

Eradication began in 1902 when the chief of the
National Biological Survey, C.H. Merriam, decreed
that the prairie dog robbed cattle of 50-75 percent of
their forage. This myth set in motion a campaign in
which as many as 125,000 men were employed full-
time in prairie dog poisoning in a single year. By
1938, the black-tailed prairie dog was entirely eradi-
cated from Arizona. A 25,000-square mile colony in
Texas, with an estimated 400 million inhabitants,
was destroyed. As early as 1912, over 90 percent of
the acreage occupied by prairie dogs in Colorado
had been destroyed. Similar patterns would occur
throughout the 11-state range of this animal.

A 1998 report commissioned by the US Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS) found that less than one
percent of the acres occupied by prairie dogs still
exists. Compounding the problem of severely re-
duced habitat, those few remaining acres are prima-
rily small, isolated colonies which are unable to
recover from sylvatic plague, poisoning or shoot-
ing. The prairie dog and the entire ecosystem this
creature supports is quickly heading toward the
oblivion of extinction. '

Prairie Dog Pcwer

Species closely associated with prairie dogs are
also plummeting. The black-footed ferret, swift fox,
mountain plover and ferruginous hawk are all closely
tied to prairie dogs and their colonies. All have been
recognized by USFWS as biologically imperiled.

Over 150 vertebrate species benefit from prairie
dogs. It may well be that even more species were
associated with the prairie dog historically, as all
modern research on prairie dog-associate wildlife
was conducted long after their numbers had been
severely reduced.

Even at their present
reduced levels, prairie
dogs provide a vital prey
base for a multitude of
raptors and mammals.
Golden eagles and fer-
ruginous hawks rely on
them as prey, as do coy-
otes, foxes, badgers and
other mammals. The
vegetative changes
caused by prairie dog
grazing and burrowing
create niches for special-
ized prairie animals. Burrowing owls live in old
burrows -and require the cropped grasses of a dog’s
colony to prey on small mammals. Mountain plovers
are grassland birds whose insect foraging also re-
quires the short vegetation of a colony. They actually
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nies.

Prairie dog watches as extinction approaches

- nest on the ground in dog towns. The black-footed

ferret dines exclusively on prairie dogs and cannot
survive outside of a dog town. As a result, the black-
footed ferret is one of the rarest animals in the world.

Also found in the burrows are a variety of rep-
tiles, amphibians and small mammals including:
deer mice, thirteen-lined ground squirrels, cot-
tontails and other rab-
bits, voles, prairie rat-
tlers, bullsnakes and
tiger salamanders.

In addition, grazing
animals prefer the veg-
etation on the colo-
Buffalo, elk,
pronghorn and mule
deer were all historic
members of the prairie
dog community, en-
joying the grasses and
forbs found on dog
towns. Cattle also pre-
fer grazing on colonies
and research has re-
peatedly demonstrated
that the dogs are not
an economic threat to
ranching. However,
cattle are an ecological
threat to the prairie.

All of these creatures
suffer as the number of
prairie dog acres con-
tinue to plummet. With
fewer dog towns, the
habitat and prey base created by this gracious host
disappears, and those who require or benefit from .
their sculpting of the landscape feel the loss.

Prairie Dog Fight _

The sadism of eradication is highlighted by recre-
ational shooting. The shooters sit at tables at a colony
and level their high-powered rifles with telescopic
scopes at the animals emerging from their burrows.
These rifles can kill from 400 yards away. With
shooters trying to maximize the number of direct
hits, wounded and dismembered prairie dogs are left
to writhe in agony on the killing fields. Among the.
amusements of shooting is the “triple,” where one

bullet hits three prairie dogs who are on a mound, '

hugging each other, or the “flipper,” where the force

. of a bullet flips one backward on impact, or “red

mist,” where the animal is literally exploded by the
force of a bullet. An observer noted that this activity
isakin to a human opening their front door, stepping
on their porch and being dismembered and mortally
wounded by their sadistic and more technologically
equipped neighbor.

Prairie dog poisoning is equally chilling. Phosphine
gas is acommon toxin used to kill them. Tablets or gas
cartridges of this toxic and flammable chemical are
deposited in each burrow, followed by crumpled up

newspaper and well-compacted
dirt to seal up each entrance. Be-
low, trapped in gas chambers
with no hope of escape, prairie
dogs and all other life in their
burrows suffer agonizing deaths,-
lasting up to three days. The

the bursting of the circulatory
system, and the victims literally
drown in their own blood.
Moreover, sylvatic plague (the
rodent variety of the bubonic
plague) is a devastating force
against prairie dogs. The plague
was introduced to North America in 1899 by sailors
from Asia. The animals have no immunity to the
plague and the colonial nature of these animals
cause entire populations to be obliterated.
‘Government agencies have ensured the continua-
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Prairie dogs look for a safe future.

death of each creature entails: -

tion of the war they started. A brutal mercenary in
several wars against wildlife, the United States De-
partment of Agriculture’s (USDA) Animal Damage
Control (ADC) was set up, in part, to eradicate prairie
dogs. ADC provides poison to private interests from
its supply depot in Pocatello, Idaho. Beholden to
public lands ranchers, the US Forest Service (USFS)
and the Bureau of Land Man-
agement (BLM) manage prai-
rie habitat for less than a bare
minimum of prairie dogs. The
animals are found on well
under one percent of those
public lands suitable for
colonies. Local and state
wildlife and agriculture
agencies actively participate
in their persecution.

Prairie Dog Defenders

The prairie dog has en-
joyed few human friends—
until now. Animal rights
and environmental advo-
cates throughout the Great
Plains and beyond have rec-
ognized the prairie dog’s
plight and are struggling on
this animal’s behalf. We
have stood in front of the
guns of shooters. We have
engaged in court battles. We
have dug out poisoned bur-
rows. We have lined the
streets in marches against
planned poisonings. We have written letters, cir-
culated petitions, spoken tQ city councils, county
commissions and state legislatures. The Southern
Plains Land Trust buys land for prairie dogs and
other prairie wildlife to be absolutely safe from
the guns and poisons of settlers. In Colorado,
Rocky Mountain Animal Defense has gone after
developers, ranchers, shooters and government
agencies on behalf of the creature. We've had
some success: the protection of prairie dogs on
open space areas, a state-wide restriction on con-
test killings (including prairie dog shoots) and a
spreading awareness of the need to protect prairie
dogs and their colonies.

Other groups have fought for the federal protec-
tion of the animal by petitioning for the listing of
the black-tailed prairie dog (native to the Great
Plains) under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).
Leading that effort are the Biodiversity Legal Foun-
dation and the Predator Project. The efforts of these
groups have forced USFWS to review the status of
this species throughout its range. ’

It is clear that an ESA listing is vital to defend
prairie dogs and their ecosystems. Ranchers show
no sign of letting up in their war against wildlife,
and developers show little tolerance for anything
that getsin their way of converting natureinto cash.
As a rule, elected officials and administrators have
shown that they are bought and paid for.

They’re not counting on citizens to stand up for
native wildlife. That’s exactly what we’re doing.
We’re building a movement to show that prairie
dogs will not be squandered.

The Great Plains used to be considered the
Serengeti of North America—a vast grassland
where immense herds of graceful grazers flowed
from horizon to horizon. The grizzly bear and
plains wolf reigned supreme, mighty eagles and
hawks glided through the sky, the swift fox danced
about and the coyote sang throughout. Perhaps
one of its most humble inhabitants, the prairie
dog, will determine whether those  grasslands
will flourish or falter. Please join in the defense
of the prairie dog.

. For more information contact Rocky Mountain
Animal Defense, 2525 Arapahoe #E4-335, Boulder,
CO 80302; (303) 449-4422.
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BY ALMOND

FreshWater Redwood Treesit

Still enjoying broad community support and ap-
proaching one year of occupation, Nate and Toad
switch off living 165 feet up in a giant, thousand-
year-old redwood northwest of the Headwaters For-
est. Logging has slowed down in the immediate area,

but slash piling and cleanup operations continue. .

“It’s gorgeous up here, and I'm glad they’re not
cutting big trees near me anymore,” said an upbeat
Toad. “The daily herbicide tank-truck just went by,
‘and that is a concern. Pacific Lumber keeps spraying
Garlon herbicides cut with diesel fuel to kill off the

young growth in the numerous clearcuts that mar

this area. The chemicals seep into the ground water
and will poison the community. We have to stop this
herbicide invasion.”

Formore information contact the Freshwater Treesit
at nate@upatree.net; www.upatree.net.

Red Cloud Thunder—Fall Creek

Whatbegan here two spring seasons ago has sprouted
new growth as this amazing tree village in Oregon’s
Willamette National Forest defies the.law and all
description. Twelve homemade structures driftamong
therainforest canopy of this low-elevation old-growth
forest of Douglas fir and hemlock. A dozen tree people
can usually be seen as high as 207 feetup in the village.
A diverse community of forest defenders creates an-
other ring of defense below the trees where up to one
hundred anarchists, punks and travelers congregate
and live in defiance of cor-:
rupt, illegal logging by the
Forest Service and its cor-
porate clients, in this case
Zip-O Saw Mills.

“For months, I've lived
near the top of a 600 year-
old Douglas fir named
Fanghorn,” says River:
who currently resides at_
the Umpqua treesit in
southern Oregon. “We
are here protecting these
precious trees and land
so they won't be de-
stroyed by this country’s
excess and greed. We are
directly acting on our be-
liefs and what we know
is right. We are practic-
ing both community and
anarchy. By getting in
people’s faces and wak-
ening them to the sad
reality of what’s going
on, we also awaken
choices for them to make.
Do you want to be a slave
to the machine for the
rest of your life? Or do
you want to live freely,
in the moment, going at your pace, working for
yourself and not having your life rotate around
dollar signs? It’s about getting back to the Earth,
being primitive and being with your natural sur-
roundings. It’s about being grounded and solidify-
ing meaningful relations. Turn off your televisions.
Look and think for yourself. Realize that what
we've been fed for centuries are nothing but lies.
Civilization and technology are raping this world,
not improving it.”

For more information contact Red Cloud Thun-.

der at POB 11122, Eugene, OR 97440; (541) 484-
2997; redcloud@efn.org; www.ecoecho.org.

Moonshadow-Lynx Treesit—Vail

The Stop Cat Il treesit above Vail, Colorado, began
and ended on July 21. Forest Service law enforce-
ment resorted to reckless brutality and terror tactics
in order to quickly end the world’s highest altitude
treesit (11,000 feet). Flood lights, generators and
heavy machinery were employed violating the lynx
mitigation measures which called for no night time
activity in the 4,000-acre closure area.

Platform suspned below a Creek treehouse.

“My removal from 80 feet up in the spruce tree
was one of the scariest moments of my life. Trees
fell within five feet of my platform,” said Moonshadow
after her release from jail. “After the feller-buncher
downed all the trees close to me, the operator cut trees
further away and dropped them right next to me. I
begged law enforcement to intervene, but they ig-
nored my pleas, stating that I was perfectly safe... and
that thefeller was highly accurate.” The cherry picker’s
victory was short-lived.

On July 23, the Army Corps of Engineers halted
further logging upon discovery that Vail’s newly. con-
structed road had been illegally punched through a
rare forested wetland. The Environmental Protection
Agency described this crime as a flagrant violation of
the Clean Water Act.

The Colorado aspens are beginning to turn yellow,
the afternoon light has a faint tint of red and evenings
fall earlier. Signs indicate autumn'’s fast approach.
Once the snow flies in a month, the Two Elks Roadless

Area will rest safe for another season. We'll be back

when elk calving season ends next July. Save the lynx'
Send Valil to jail.

. Contact the Coalition to Stop Vail at POB 3155,
Boulder, CO80307;(303) 545-6203; www.stopvail.net.

x

Luna—]Julia Butterfly
Julia continues to defend the 14-foot diameter
ancient redwood Luna where she has lived for nearly

600 days. The stream of letters, interviews and out- -

reach keeps her very busy. Rumors abound as to her
imminent descent and her health. But, according to
a friend who just visited
her: “She looks vibrantly
healthy. In fact she
jumpedrightover me and
up into a branch of the
tree to yell a good-bye to
some friends on the
ground as they finished a
quickchat over the walkie-
talkie.”

In the Spring 1999,
Auto-Free Times, Butter-
fly made the issues that
we all face clear: “We
don’t need cars or big
fancy houses, we don't
need jet planes, wedon’t

we need because of the
things that we want. We
will have to take away
this government. There
is no evolving this gov-
ernment into someé-
thing good because it is
inherently bad.”

For more information
contact Julia Butterfly,
POB 1256, Eureka CA
95502; (707) 923-9552;
lunanews@humboldtl.com; www.lunatree.org.
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Eagle Creek—Huckleberry Free State
“Thankfully, there’s a movement at this time to end
the Forest Service’s timber sales program on our public
lands. In the meantime we need to fight for individual
areas that are under immediate threat.”
—JESSE
High in the old-growth canopy, treesitters main-
tain their lookout over Oregon’s Mt. Hood Na-
tional Forest. How much longer can the Forest

. Service ignore the thousands of letters it receives

from people opposed to logging in this roadless
area adjacent to the Salmon Huckleberry Wilder-
ness? This watershed is crucial for Portland’s wa-
ter supply. Even the logging company is willing to
cancel the sale, but the Forest Service and super-
visor Gary Larsen refuse to listen. Forest Service
harassment continues. For six weeks a 60-foot-
high “pod” has hung from trees on either side of
Forest Road 4614. The “pod” is a net made of
woven pasachute cord that can hold two people.
This hanging “pod” and a bipod have blockaded

the upper road leadmg into a SOO-acre roadless
portion of the timber sale.

Moss, a long-term treesitter, describes the feel of
life in the trees. “Isit 150 feet up in this ancient Doug
fir which survived many fires and storms. I look out
to the west and view the massive clearcuts of Longview
Fiber Company land and beyond that the Clackamas
River winding away to Portland and the Columbia
River. To theeast, I see only the wilderness, including
the unprotected wilderness of the Eagle timber sale.”

For more information contact the Cascadia Forest
Alliance at POB 4946, Portland, OR 97208;(503)241-
4879; pseudotsuga@hotmail.com.

need all of these things. -
We are destroying what
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Earth First! Confronts
The Aryan Nations

BY JONATHAN CROWELL
Many would argue that we need to concentrate all of

our energy on defending ecosystems and not wasteour

time on human connections. However, in order to
defend ecosystems, we unfortunately need to deal
with people. When we have an opportunity to shake
the system and point out concrete manifestations of
fascism to the world, everyone must participate.

Idaho Earth First! has taken that chance and has
curiously received the best local media coverage in the
region that we have ever received. Eight of us walked
* down a public drag topless to challenge Moscow,
Idaho, city ordinances and fight for women's equality.
When we fought to teach humans we became the
forefront of the movement against the Aryan Nations.

Aryan Richard Butler and his entourage of hate-filled
followers are attempting to carry out the Northwest
Territorial Imperative, which calls for the ethniec cleans-
ing of people of the region to make way for anew white
homeland. Christian Identity is the belief that white,
northern Europeans are God’s chosen ones and that
Jews are the children of the devil. Aryans place all other
" cultures as sub-human under white supremacy. The
~Aryan Nations currently owns a private compound

near Hayden Lake in northern Idaho.

Lori Graves and myself, Earth Firstlers who. de-
fend the forests of Idaho, attended a counter-dem-
onstration at an Aryan Nations parade in Coeur
d’Alene, on July 18, 1998. We held signs reading,
“Earth First!, Hatred Last” and “Suicide, not Geno-
cide.” Both Lori and I were arrested for obstructing
an officer when we refused to allow an illegal search
of our backpacks. Our Fourth (protection against
illegal search and seizure) and First Amendment
rights were grossly violated. We were also the vic-
tims of police brutality. I was dragged by cops for
one-and-a-half blocks across the pavement with-
out any shoes; Lori was verbally and physically

Blockade on the access road.to Otter-Wing

This summer the Cove/Mallard Coalition (CMC), in
conjunction with Friends of the Clearwater, has con-
ducted extensive field surveys of the Otter-Wing tim-
ber sale. Volunteers have found numerous violations
of buffers designed to protect streams. We have also
discovered that parts of the road system are failing to
meet the standards required by law, dramatically
increasing the amount of sediment being routed into
streams. The Nez Perce National Forest has admitted
that three of the creeks in and near thesale provide the
last healthy habitat on the South Fork of the Clearwater
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prodded by male cops.

Five defendants—Lori Graves, Gary
Bizek (an Anti-Racist Action skinhead
from Canada), Jeffrey Kerns (a Seattle-
based animal rights activist), Kenneth
Malone (an unsuspecting bystander)
and myself—hit the news big with a
$13.3 million lawsuit against the po-
lice department and conspiring gov-
ernment agencies. We recently settled
with Kootenai County for $80,000 and
continue to press the city, the attorney’s
office, the local police department and several
police officers. We inadvertently discovered that
organizing against the Aryans is a great way to
fundraise for our forest defense campaign.

During the early morning hours of December 1,
1998, our house was firebombed, a cross was burned
on the front lawn and a hate letter was left in the
mailbox identifying us as a “commie Jew bitch and
faggot treehugger sidekick.” We founded a chapter of
Anti-Racist Action—Moscow, and have worked to
get this classified as a hate crime. We are working to
change Idaho law to include intimidation due to
political beliefs, sexual orientation or ecological view-
points as a part of the hate crime statute. It seems the
cops are as incompetent with their investigation as
the Aryans who failed to burn down our house.

Now, the masses are talking and re-evaluating
their beliefs about Earth First!. It is easier for people
to relate to people issues. An old time Idaho logger
wearing red suspenders very attentively observed
the courtroom proceedings of the 1998 criminal
trial. After the trial, the logger offered his help and
support despite my life passion.for defending the
wild forests of Idaho. We actually received style
points from our slimiest critic, D.F. Oliveria from
the Spokesman Review, for our courage, persever-

ance and willingness to go to court and jail for our -
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beliefs. Perhaps Idaho riffraff will always alienate the
isolated and underexposed folks, but we do gain
ground when they hear about us defending their
communities against hate groups. The task of con-
vincing Idahoans that Earth Firstlers are defending the
cohesiveness and sustainability of their communities
and preserving a livable planet is a tough battle. The
region’s radical movement needs to get people talking
about real issues- concerning corporate dominance
and the disintegration of our communities at the
hands of an extraction/export-oriented economy.
People also need to discuss the ubiquity of fascist
politics orchestrated by the elites to oppress and
‘exploit the land, species and people. When Earth
Firstlers hit the frontlines of an issue that directly
impacts their lives and communities, a bridge of
communication and acceptance is created. Perhaps,
while the media is tuning into our radical voice we can
insertan underlying theme of ending corporate domi-
nance and elitism.

The preservation of ecological and cultural diver-
sity are vitally important. The Aryans are getting
hammered from many angles—a dying leader, inter-
nal disarray and lawsuits—but the Aryans are still
dangerous. They infect people with hatred for the

_ diversity of life. We should steer the lost souls to fight
" against the real source of our problems: alienation.

OrrEr-WING O11ER NOT BE CUT

river for Chinook salmon, steelhead, bull and
westslope cutthroat trout.

Documentation of the violations was given to Bruce
Bernhardt, the supervisor of the Nez Perce National
Forest, who agreed to investigate and respond in
writing before any logging or road building started on
the sale. In a blatant breach of trust, the Forest Service
notified CMC that road building had been authorized
and had begun on a spur road on July 10. This
qnotification was.given to CMC on July 16, not when
construction started.

A protest was planned, and on August 2, workers
were greeted by a citizen blockade of the accessroad to

the Otter-Wing timber sale. The blockade consisted of

adragon, one bipod and a traverse line with a person
inahammock that went through the legs of the bipod.
After a brief confrontation between workers and sup-
porters things calmed down as everyone waited for
police officers to arrive. Around 7 a.m. Forest Service
law enforcement officers arrived on the scene. Officer
Steve Dieder, who has areputation for unsafe practices
in dismantling blockades and the use of pain holds,
took charge of the operation. Officer Dieder ordered
all the support people to move approximately 250 feet
down the road. The supporters could not observe or
videotape the actions of the officers from this dis-

tance. With the help of the cherry picker operator,
officer Dieder spent the next six hours trying to,

dislodge Locus from his dragon: The officers used a
chisel, a rock pounding bar and a diamond grinder.

Officers refused to let supporters observe by covering

Locus with a tarp. Finally, Locus was extracted from
the road, but sustained numerous bruises and burns
from the use of the grinder which was operated for
over 20 minutes. After removing Locus, officers told
support people they were going to move the cables on
the bipod. It was at this point that Tree Song, having
seen too much of the cop’s crazy practiges, walked

across the police line to tell them not to move the
cables. He was arrested for impeding the officers. Next
Dieder retrieved and arrested Pebbles from her bipod.
After anchoring the poles to the cherry picker, the
officer then went back up to the top of the bipod and
insanely cut it with a chain saw right over the traverse
line. Molly, who was on the traverse, then came down
after making a deal with the cops. She got to smoke a
cigarette with her friends, and we got to keep the
traverse lines. Work was stopped for the whole day. All
the brave defenders were taken to Boise, Idaho, and
arraigned in federal court on misdemeanor charges.
They were released and have the trial on October 28.

On August 16, protesters, including people from
CMC, gathered for-a vigil outside the gate to the 20-
mile Creek section of the Otter-Wing timber sale to
call for a halt to the logging of old-growth forests
adjacent to the Gospel Hump Wilderness. Shortly
after the gathering began, Forest Service law enforce-
ment officers arrived at the group’s small campfire.
After talking with the people at the campfire, the
Forest Service vehicles moved down the road, report-
edly encountering road blocking piles of wood. The
vigil continued through the night and into the morn-
ing. After a couple of hours of peaceful conversation
between protesters and Forest Service law enforce-
ment, activist Michael Bowersox was suddenly ar-
rested, apparently for an outstanding warrant. The
situation between protesters and law enforcement
became very tense following the arrest. Protesters who
left and relocated to discuss ideas remained under
intense surveillance and the scrutiny of law enforce-
ment officers. Road construction is now taking place
on the Otter-Wing timber sale. Logging on the 694
acres of old growth is expected to begin any day.

For more information, contact Cove/Mallard Coali-
tion, POB 8968, Moscow, ID 83843; (208) 882-9755;
cove@moscow.com; www.enviroweb.org/cove/.
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the treesitters in place. Any logging that occurs would
leave a protective buffer around the tree that the two
women occupy and the area would be chécked to make
sure no other protesters are present.”

Send letters of support to River and Madrone,
POB 306 Idleyld OR 97447

BY FRANCIS EATHERINGTON

On the morning of July 12, Herbert Lumber workers
arrived at unit five of the Right View timber sale to
begin logging. This was the last unit in the Roseburg
BLM sale—32 acres of old growth slated for “regenera-
tion harvest.” Herbert’s contract with Roseburg BLM
states they must finish building theroad, cutand yard
the trees and till the road before this fall.

But on July 12 the workers discovered it might not
be business as usual. Deep in the forest in the middle
of the proposed road stood a large, old Douglas fir
tree with a tree house far up in the canopy. Two
young women peered over the edge of the tree house
and spoke to the workers over 100 feet beneath
them. They told the workers that they could not cut
the trees because the woman were protecting them.
The women, River and Madrone, sai, “We have to be
the voice of this ancient forest because it can’t speak
for itself.”. The loggers politely left. Since then, no
trees have been cut in this forest.

The Right View timber sale, just a few miles east
of Glide, Oregon, was planned under the new and
improved environmental regulations in the North-
west Forest Plan.

Since the treesitters stopped the logging, the BLM
has closed off the area to the public. In our local
newspaper, the Roseburg News-Review, the BLM said:
“Itwas closed for public safety... We want to make sure
there aren’t any people in danger who might still be
inthe area.” The newspaper also stated: “BLM officials
said they won't forcibly remove the treesitters, but
they may allow timber harvesting to go ahead with

Clxmbers in the low-elevatlon Umpqua

Pl

BY JosH BROWN AND
Ros DiPErRNA

When the Headwaters Deal was
finalized March 2, Headwaters
Grove, Elk Head Springs Grove and
a small buffer were acquired by tax-
payers at the staggering cost of $480
million. Yet in a move that spoke of
the compromised and purely politi-
cal nature of the deal, a ma-
jority of the groves in the
South Fork of the Elk River
(SFER), were left unprotected.

.The deal gave Maxxam tim-
ber harvest plan 1-97-520, a
logging monstrosity that will
clearcut over one square mile '
of second growth redwood forest (equal
to 656 football fields) on the SFER. The
targeted area is completely surrounded by the
boundaries of the new Headwaters Preserve.

No sooner was the Deal signed and stamped when
we learned that Maxxam was trying to get quick
approval of this first sacrifice. Nicknamed the “Holein
the Headwaters Preserve,” it’s projected that this plan
will lead to the local extinction of one of the last
remaining native coho salmon runs in the state.

The coho salmon of north coastal California have.

been designated an “Evolutionary Significant Unit”
by the National Marine Fisheries Service -(NMFS).
These coho are considered significant because this is
the southernmost portion of the coho range.

Earth First! organized an emergency rally March 27.
Over 120 community members and activists attended
‘the demonstration. Local residents spoke of the neigh-
boring North Fork, which has already been logged by
Maxxam. They spoke of how the cutting was creating
extreme flooding, property damage, loss of drinking
water and local extirpation of salmon runs. These
residents warned that the same fate will fall on the
South Fork, if the Hole in the Headwaters is logged.

Since then, Earth First! has begun an aggressive

grass-roots organizing campaign to build public .

support for the SFER. We’ve been gathering postcard
signatures aimed at California Governor Davis, ask-
ing him to include the SFER in the newly-designated
reserve. So far, we've collected over 2,000 signatures

The Hole In Headwaters

and built up a hefty action alert list that may prove

indispensable when the trees start to fall. We've also
offered weekly hikes to the “Hole,” educating and

inciting over 200 folks. In the aftermath of the
Headwaters Deal, we’ve been struggling to get

has been rehgxously chanted by Maxxam,
the feds and the state. _
In fact, our grassroots organizing
has been so successful that the
California Board of For-
estry (which is usually a
mindless drone of the
timber barons) issued a
statement to Maxxam
asking them to re-
frain from any fur-
. therloggingin SFER
or Freshwater Creek
until the watershed as-
sessment process was com-
pleted. Of course, Maxxam re-
fused. Perhaps even more im-
portant is that the Board of Forestry
also required that any changes to THP 520
be considered major amendments to the plan,
thus re-opening the public comment, pushing the
logging off for as much as a year and giving Earth
First! time to organize and prepare.

Time is running out for the coho in the South Fork,
and the state appears unresponsive in lifting a finger to
stop this travesty. Andrea Tuttle, the newly appointed
Director of the California Department of Forestry,
when asked about the Hole in Headwaters replied,
“Well, Pacific Lumber has to get their logs from some-
where.” Mary Nichols, California Secretary of Re-
sources has rudely claimed, “The state has no inten-
tion to purchase that property. The state can’t pur~
chase all the timberland in Northern California.”
These declarations make it clear that the greed of
Maxxam carries more political weight than the sur-
vival of one of the last viable native runs of salmon.

Contact Northcoast Earth First!, POB 28, Arcata,
CA 95518; (707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com;
www.net-code.com/headwaters. Contact the agen-
cies that can save the Hole in Headwaters: Mary
Nichols, 1416 9th St., Ste. 1311, Sacramento, CA
95814; (916) 653-5656; Governor Gray Davis, State
Capital, Sacramento, CA 95814; (916) 445-2841.
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continued from page 1
The EU decision comes in the wake of
a massive grassroots movement across
the continent that has provoked a stam-
pede by major supermarket chains, fast-
food restaurants, food producers and
animal feed companies in Europe to
proclaim a ban on GE foods and food
ingredients.
*On May 17, the prestigious 115,000-
member British Medical Association

(BMA) issued areport calling foramora- -

torium on GE foods and crops, declar-
ing that more “independent” research
is needed to determine the possible
toxicity of bioengineered food. The BMA
warned that the commercialization of
untested and.unlabeled gene-foods
could lead to the development of new
allergies and antibioticresistance in hu-
mans. British doctors emphasized that
the notion of the “substantial equiva-
lence” of GE and non-GE foods—which
provides the legal basis for the US gov-
ernment position of “no labeling” and
“no pre-market safety-testing”—is sci-
entifically incorrect, ignoring “gene in-

teraction of unexpected kinds which .

may take place in GM foods.” The BMA
report rocked the already shaky biotech
industry, generating significant media
coverage in many parts of the world.
Influential members of the US Senate
immediately attacked the BMA report.
Republican Senator John Ashcroft of
Missouri, sometimes known as the
“Senator from Monsanto,” lashed out
against the EU in the Washington Post:
“It is characteristic of the European
Union to hide behind studies such as
this in order to maintain its protection-
ist trade policies.”

eIn the most dramatic story of the
year highlighting the environmental
hazards of GE crops, Nature magazine
published a letter from Cornell Univer-
sity scientists in its May 20, 1999 issue
indicating that pollen from Bt corn crops
is poisonous to Monarch butterflies.
Headline stories of the threat to what
the press dubbed “the Bambi of the
insect world” brought home the fact
that millions of acres of GE crops were
already under cultivation in the US,
with untold damage already being done
to the environment and living crea-
tures. Although Monsanto and the

1€°s

Running, rolling and pull-
ing; Oxfordshire, England
On July 18, 500 activists totally
trashed a genetically-modified (GM)
crop test site in Oxfordshire by run-
ning and rolling across the field,
pulling up plants and generally caus-
ing as much damage as possible.

Heavy machinery tractors

over GE maize; Norfolk, UK -

On July 25 activists from
Greenpeace International trashed a
field of GM maize in Lyng near
Norfolk. Their tactics involved both
pulling up plants and driving heavy
farm machinery across the field.
Twenty-eight people were arrested,
one of whom was later taken into
custody for a week and charged with
theft and criminal damage.

Fulfilling a Promise; UC-
BerKeley, California

On July 27 the California Crop-
pers returned to the University of
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biotech industry immediately tried to
undercut the Monarch story, complain-
ing that the studies were carried out in
a laboratory rather than in the fields,
another recent study by scientists from
Iowa State University conducted in and
around fields planted with Bt corn
showed similar results. Under pressure
from the media fallout, the Secretary of
the US Department of Agriculture, Dan

Glickman, emphasized in interviews -

that, “we can’t force-feed consumers...
There are certainly more and more ques-
tions being asked about biotechnology,
and those questions mustbe answered.”
The Bt-Monarch controversy comes on
the heels of other recent studies show-
ing that Bt-spliced crops kill beneficial
insects such as lacewings and ladybugs,
as well as soil microorganisms, damage
soil fertility and may also be harming
insect-eating birds.

teoporosis). Monsanto, as expected, has
vehemently denied Lappe’s claims.
Monsanto previously intervened with
the publisher to try to prevent Lappe
and Britt Bailey’s anti-biotech book,
Against the Grain, from being published.

*As record amounts of Monsanto’s
Roundup herbicide continue to be
sprayed on Roundup Ready soybeans,
canola, corn and cotton, a recent ar-
ticle in the journal Cancer revealed
links between glyphosate, the active
ingredient in Roundup, and non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma, a form of can-
cer. In 1998, over 112,000 tons of
glyphosate, the world's top selling her-
bicide, were sprayed across the globe. A
full 71 percent of all genetically-altered
crops last year were engineered to be
resistant to herbicides such as Roundup.

*On June 21, a federal court in Brazil

*The president of
thepro-biotechnol-
ogy Rockefeller
Foundation, Gor-
don Conway,
warned Monsanto
in late June that its
strong-arm tactics
and promotion of
the Terminator
technology had
created adangerous
public backlash
against GE. Pressre-
ports stated that
Conway flatly told
Monsanto to drop
the controversial
Terminator technology and to stop op-
posing the labeling of GE foods.

*On July 1, Dr. Marc Lappe from the
Center for Ethics and Toxics along with

two other scientists published a peer-

reviewed study in the Journal of Medici-
nal Food pointing out that Monsanto's
Roundup Ready soybeans contain 12 to
14 percent lower levels of beneficial,
naturally occurring phytoestrogens
(thought to provide protection against
breast cancer, heart disease and os-

ruled that Monsanto’s Roundup Ready

soybeans cannotbe planted in thatcoun-
try before August 2000. Under the rul-
ing, Monsanto is prohibited from com-
mercializing the GE seeds until the gov-
ernment hasissued regulations and rules
defining the biosafety and labeling of
GMGOs. In a July press conference in
London, Brazilian agricultural officials
promised a consistent and reliable sup-
ply of non-GE (as well as organic) soy-
beans to the UK and EU market.

GENETIC ENGINEERING TAKES

eAccording to the British and Brazil-
ian press, major supermarket chains,
food producers and animal feed compa-
nies in Europe are starting to turn to
Brazil, rather than the US (where GE
and non-GE soybeans continue to be
co-mingled), for their soybean imports.
Meanwhile, prices paid to farmers for
US soybeans have dropped to a 27-year
low, with overall US soybean exports
declining by 38 percent. In addition,
the US has lost $400 million in corn
exports to Europe over the past two
years because of the EU public’s rejec-
tion of GE corn, while Canada has lost
over $500 million in canola exports.

eAccording to an article in the July 2
Farmers Weekly, after major US corn
buyers Archer Daniels Midland and A.E.
Staley announced they wouldnolonger
purchase GE corn that was banned in
the EU, up to 20 percent of
US corn farmers in some
areas returned theirbanned
GE corn seeds to their dis-
tributors.

*In the May 6 issue of
Post, an insurance maga-
zine, a manager for insur-
ance giant Cigna Interna-
tional recommended that
+ insurance companies think
§ twice before issuing poli-
s cies to genetic engineering
§ companies. “Our experi-
% ence with asbestos, PCBs
§ and other ‘miracle’ prod-

uctsin the pastshould have

Grannies ke to the fields for GE-free food warned us of the potential

dangers of diving into is-
sues before we have an adequate aware-
ness of the exposures.”

*On June 30, in a sharp blow to
Monsanto and the US government, the
GATT Codex Alimentarius in Rome
again refused to certify that the contro-
versial recombinant Bovine Growth
Hormone (rBGH or 1BST) is safe for
humans. “By refusing to set a standard
today, Codex has recognized that there
is no consensus on rBGH safety in the
international scientificcommunity and

time ¢to sharpen up those

California-Berkeley’s (UCB) Gil Tract
to follow through on a promise made
in November 1998. In response to a
$25 million research deal signed be-
tween UCB and giant Novartis, the
Croppers pulled up a GE corn test crop
on Thanksgiving, 1998. Captain Swing
sent out the following statement on
behalf of these conservative gardeners:
“The Croppers would like to make it
clear to Novartis that we will take simi-
lar actions against any future biotech
experiments.”

Regrettably, UCB and Novartis pro-
ceeded with their reckless Frankenfood
research plans, and so alate night tackle
football game-was organized back at
the Gil Tract. The final score after an
enthusiastic match was: Croppers 14,
UCB 0, as 14 rows of corn used in GE
research by two well-known scientists
were uprooted. The name of the game:
“Preventive Harvest!” '

Loppers and Cropatista’s;
Lodi, California

In the early morning darkness of July
28 in California’s central valley, two
separate actions were taken to fight the
deadly scourge of genetic engineering
(GE). One group, known as the Lodi

- Loppers, attacked a commercial crop of

DeKalb’s Roundup Ready corn. The ac-
tivists were able to destroy approxi-
mately one acre of this bio-hazard. In a
separate action, a group known as the
Cropatistas laid waste to just over one
acreof Seed-Tech’s Roundup Ready corn.

These actions were to show the
biotech industry in general and
Monsanto in particular that geneti-
cally-engineered crops are not wanted
and that any means necessary will be
used to eradicate this menace. The ac-
tions were taken in solidarity with or-
ganic farmers around the world who
are resisting the genetic monster, par-
ticularly, the millions of Indian
farmers who are leading by example

with Operation 'Cremate Monsanto, -

English activists who started the
GenetiX Snowball campaign and the

Lincolnshire Loppers (distant cous-
ins of the Lodi Loppers).

Rape seed trashed; North

Yorkshire, England

On July 28 a field full of GM oilseed
rape (canola) was destroyed at High
Mowthorpe, near Malton in North
Yorkshire, England. Anti-GM activ-
ists have admitted responsibility.

Oh well, at least they tried;
Lincolnshire, England

On July 31 a group of anti-GM ac-
tivists trashed a field of maize at a
farm in Lincolnshire, England. Police
made 43 arrests, and the farmer also
announced that the activists had hit
the wrong field and that his GM crop
was still intact.

The action brings the number of
actions against GE sites to 45 this year,
three of which were on the highly
controversial farm-scale trials. Over
80 GE trial sites have been decontami-
nated over the last two years.
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that national governments should be
able to decide whether tBGH should be
permitted in their milk supply,” said
Jean Halloran, director of the Consumnier
Policy Institute. ‘

eIn related developments, govern-
ment authorities in India, under public
pressure, banned imports of tBGH. In
New Zealand strong grassroots opposi-
tion caused Monsanto’s distributor, Eli-
Lilly, to withdraw its application to
distribute the drug. Mounting scientific
evidence indicates that Monsanto’s ge-
netically engineered rBGH—now in-
jected into five percent of all dairy cows
in the US—likely posessignificant health
risks for both humans and animals.

eJapanese government officials an-
nounced-in June that they were sus-
pending approval of Bt crops for agri-

< . cultural production pending the estab-

lishment of criteria for safety evalua-
tion. Japan’s Ministry of -Agriculture,
Forestry and Fisheries will also decide
by the end of the year whether manda-
tory labeling will be required for most
GE foods. Public concerns about food
safety and gene-foods have increased
considerably in Japan over the past
three years. In recent international
meetings of the Codex Alimentarius,
Japanese officials have refused to sup-
port the US position of “no labeling”
for GE foods. Japan imports 77 percent
of its soybeans and 87 percent of its
corn from the US.

*On July 2 activists from Greenpeace
delivered several hundred pounds of
GE corn seed, purchased in Mexico, to
Mexican health authorities to prove

that corn imports coming. into the
country do contain gerre-altered DNA—

despite a supposed ban by the govern-
ment on imports of GE corn. Scientists
‘have warned that “genetic pollution”
of Mexico’s many corn varieties could
" lead to the loss of the world’s most
important and irreplaceable source of
corn germplasm. The action generated
major press coverage and, along with
recent coverage of the Bt-Monarch story
(Monarch butterflies migrate to Mexico

~ protests. According toaMay

for the winter months), has begun to

alert the Mexican public to the dangers
and uncertainties of GEfoods and crops.

*More than three dozen NGOs and
consumer groups in the US—including
for the first time several national envi-
ronmental groups—have begun hold-
ing anti-biotech meetings, participating
in conference calls and or-
ganizing press events and

30report by Bill Lambrecht
inthe St. Louis Post-Dispatch,
several major non-profit-
foundations in the US are
on the verge of pouring sig-
nificant financial resources
into public interest organi-
zations to facilitate a major
American GE public aware-
ness campaign.
eHeretofore ~unpub-

lished federal Food and
Drug Administration
documentsshowthateven
the FDA’s own scientists
had serious differences
over the “nolabeling” and
“no safety-testing” policy on gene -al-
tered foods issued in 1992. According
to Steve Druker of the Alliance for Bio-
Integrity, “in 1nterna1 documents, FDA
officials repeatedly cautioned that
foods produced through recombinant
'DNA technology entail different risks
than dotheir conventionally produced
counterparts and that this input was
consistently disregarded by the bu-
reaucrats who crafted the agency’s cur-

rent policy which treats bioengineered
- foods the same as natural ones. Besides

contradicting the FDA’s claim that its
policy is science-based, this evidence
shows the agency violated the US Food,
Drug and Cosmetic Act in allowing
genetically engineered foods to be mar-
keted without testing on the premise
that they are generally recognized as
safe by qualified experts.”

eAccording to Andrew Kimbrell and
Joe Mendelson, attorneys for the Inter-
national Center for Technology Assess-

loppers, scythes

ment, a federal court will decide (prob-
ably by the end of 1999) whether the
FDA is required by law to mandate pre-
market testing andlabeling for GE foods.

Also, the court will decide whether the -

entire US regulatory regime regarding
GE foods has to undergo an environ-
mental impact statement.

s S
Before flowering, crop thrashers eradicate this invasive Oxfordshire species.

The Clinton administration and the
biotechnology industry organization
are getting worried. According to C&E
News, giant commodities traders Cargill
and Archer Daniels Midland believe

“currently co-mingled export crops will

soon have to be segregated and la-
beled. Although the USDA hasn’t yet
endorsed the idea of labeling GE foods
for export, according to a June 27 story
by Bill Lambrecht, the USDA hopes
that new proposed federal organic stan-
dards, due to be released as early as
Octobér, will “ease the worries of
biotech-wary consumers” by prohibit-
ing the use of genetically-engirieered
ingredients in foods labeled “USDA
Organic.” In other words, if you don’t
want GE, buy organic.

Proponents of GE realize they re go-
ing to have to make at least some
minor concessions on the biotech la-

. beling frontin order to head off a trade

war with the EU, prevent the GE con-

troversy from heating up too much in
Japan and other major US export mar-
kets, and prevent the emergence of a
serious debate and organized opposi-
tion movement in the US. The biotech
industry understands quite well that
consumer polls over the past 10 years
show that 80-90 percent of Americans
support mandatory labeling, and that
60 percent or so, if foods were clearly
labeled, would attempt to avoid buying
GE products. They also understand that
there isn’t more of a controversy yet in
the US because al-
most half of all con-
sumers erroneously
believe that there
aren’t any GE foods
(except for rBGH-de-
rived dairy products)
on the market.

The biotech lobby
apparently believes
that a more moder-
5 ate set of proposed
§ national organic
E standards—one that
= specifically excludes
S GE irradiation and
2 toxic sludge—will
placate US organic
consumers.  The
v White House and the
Gene Giants believe that segregation
and labeling of GE exports will placate
Europeans and Asians and that over
time everyone will calm down or else
become fatalistic as they realize that GE
crops and ingredients are everywhere.
In the meantime they intend to use the
General . Agreements on Trade and
Tarrifs, the World Bank, the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, the Organiza-
tion for Economic Cooperation and De-
velopment and other corporate and
biotech-friendly institutions to rewrite
global trade agreements and investment
policies so that nation states nc longer
have the ability to respond to citizen
demand:s for rigid controls over genetic
engineering. '

For more information contact Cam-
paign for Food Safety, 860 Hwy. 61,
Little Marais, MN 55614; (218) 226-
4164; www.purefood.org. Also con-
tact the Bioengineering Action Net-
work atban@tao.ca; www.tao.ca/~ban.

and machetes

One of the aims of the action was
to remove the threat of the farm
scale trial before pollination could
take place. Pollination of the GET25
maize, was due any day. There are
three organic farms within six miles
of the maize trial as well as beekeep-
ers.

GenetiX Snowballers deliver
the goods; Hertfordshire, .

England

On August 3 three GenetiX Snow-
ball activists defied a court injunc-
tion against them and removed ten-
square meters of GM oilseed rape from
a farm in Royston in Hertfordshire,
UK. The trial site and GM plants are
owned by biotech giant AgrEvo UK
Ltd. Three large bags of GM plants
were removed, one of which was then
delivered to AgrEvo UK'’s headquar-
ters at East Winch Farm, Kings Lynn,
‘Norfolk. According to Martin Shaw,
one of the three that took action,
“Taking the weeds back to their own-

ers was intended to challenge the
people who are making the decisions
and make them take responsibility

for their actions.”

In April of this year AgrEvo was
granted an injunction restraining
members of GenetiX Snowball from
uprooting their GM plants. Breach of

_the injunction carries a prison term

of two years.
AgrEvo initially claimed that the

site was not a GM site, but was even-

tually obliged to admit that it was
when a journalist said that he had
visited the site with the activists and
had seen the signs put up by AgrEvo
around the site claiming that there
was an injunction!

Faery Army ambushes GE

beets; East Cork, Ireland

On August 16 activists calling them-
selves the Faery Army destroyed a
crop of Monsanto’s genetically-mu-
tated sugar beets at Shanagarry, East
Cork, Ireland. According to the com-

‘pany, damageis estimated at $70,000.
The activists used gardening tools to
slash and dig up the crop. The action
is the second in under a month in
Ireland. The first involved the spray-
ing of a similar crop in Co. Wexford
‘with one of Monsanto’s own chemi-
cals damaging 60 percent of the crop.

A spokesperson for the Faery Army
said: “We have taken this action in
solidarity with groups all over the
world who are resisting Monsanto’s
attempts to dominate nature and hu-
manity with their poisons and seeds.
Poverty stricken Indian farmers have
burnt their crops to keep Monsanto
out. We can do no less. We resist all
attempts to label us as criminals, we
are responsible citizens doing what
little we can to protect ourselves and
our land from these dangetous, un-
tested chemicals.”

With only two trial sites remaining
in Ireland the Irish people stand a
very real chance of decontamlnatlng
the whole island.

Seeds of Resistance hacks
down corn; Old Town,
Maine

On August 18 a half-acre stand
of genetically engineered-corn
was hacked. down in Old Town,
Maine. The Seeds of Resistance
claimed responsibility for the ac-
tion. Police are investigating the
late night action at the University
of Maine-owned Rogers Farm,
where about 1,000 stalks of the
man-made corn were chopped
down.

Officials said that the corn was
being studied for its resistance to
the popular herbicide Roundup.
The seed for the corn at Rogers
-Farm was donated by the DeKalb
Seed Company, a subsidiary of
Monsanto which manufactures
Roundup.

The Seeds of Resistance stated in
acommuniqué that this is the first
in a series of actions against ge-
netically modified crops.
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The island of Bioko, found in the Gulf of Guinea, is home to Africa’s greatest
concentration of endangered primates and more than 50 unique plant species.
During the dry season butterflies gather in the rainforest, and endangered marine
turtles come ashore to nest on the black sand beaches. Almost 200 species of birds
fly amongst the island’s three volcanic peaks. Bioko is also the home of the Bubi
peoples who are presently being harassed by the army of Equatorial Guinea, with
the generous financial support of Mobil, a US-based multinational oil company,
and the discreet military advice of the French

The oil revenue helped the gross domestic product (GDP) shoot up 76 percent
in 1997 and 14.7 percent in 1998. The World Bank forecasts that oil will account
for 75 percent of the GDP within a few years.

Despite this, running water and electricity are rare luxuries outside the
capital. Education and health care are in abject decay. Malaria, typh01d and a
host of other diseases are endemic. Life expectancy is 48. :

Ontheother hand, a website statement from Mobil gives a false sense of optimism:
_ “Equatorial Guinea has long awaited its day

government. The Bubi people arrived at Bioko
some 3,000 years ago in hand- dug canoes, fighting
the ocean’s violent surf. :

Bioko boasts the city of Malabo (populatlon
near 50,000), the capital city of Equatorial Guinea.
The island is now controlled by the members of a
single Fang clan from the town of Mongomo

located on-the African mainland.

Previously known as Fernando Po, Equatorial
Guinea (EG) lies between Gabon and Cameroon in
sub-Sahara Africa. Bioko Island and Rio Muni (the
mainland part of EG) are two distinct cultures and
ecosytems. They were joined to facilitate Spain’s
colonial ways. After independence in 1968 the
country was taken over by a tyrannical dictator
named Macias Nguema, until he was overthrown
in 1979 by his nephew Teodoro Obiang Nguema Mbasago, the current president.

Mbasogo has a far better reputation than his uncle who was known to
execute ministers after cabinet reshuffles. However, the current president sent
Fang-dominated security forces to crush an uprising by a handful of Bubis in
January 1998, many of whom were carrying just sticks or knives. In the days
that followed, there were reports of hundreds of arrests and violent interro-
gations. “An opulent minority sails in a sea of misery. The cause of the

economic malaise is political,” wrote local economist Fernando Abaga in a

paper published in May.

The unrest is partly due to the fact that the majority of Equatorial Guinea'’s
400,000 inhabitants have not benefited from the spectacular economic growth
expected from Mobil’s arrival to the offshore oilfields in 1996, now the source

Bubi on e eight-hour walk home from the nearest town

in the sun. That day appears to be nearing
thanks to the discovery of oil offshore and
plans that Mobil has to fast-track development
of those resources... Like all good partnerships,
this one is founded on a mutuality of inter-
ests... Moreover, our initial investment in the
project will provide foreign revenues to the
economy, generate jobs and offer opportuni-
ties for transfer of technology and technical
skills to the Equatorial Guineans.”

Oil companies pay workers through local
employment agencies that not only weed out
employees potentially hostile to the govern-
ment but take large cuts of the salaries of those
that get work.

In the crowded Campo Yaunde section of
Malabo, a shantytown of narrow, muddy streets, a young day laborer expressed
thelocal anger. “Our leaders speak of themselves as renovators, and yet all they
can do is steal. If they think they can sit on top of a mountain of gold while we

wwag 119 Aq ojoyd

-remain miserable, they will soon learn that our country is not Kuwait, and we

were not meant to have kings and princes,” he said.

Four distinct sea turtles, ten different primates, the Bubi people and an
entire ecosystem are threatened by oil extraction. Bioko is a small island,
smaller than the size of Maryland with a population of less than 100,000
people. It harbors plants and animals found nowhere else in the world. Once
again financial greed backed by government and military forces threaten all
forms of life..

For information contact Project Underground, 1916 A, Maritin Luther King

of 90 percent of national oil production.

Jr. Way, Berkeley, CA 94704; (5§10) 705-8981; www.moles.org.

Rlunder in Nex dealand

BY SEAN JENNER

New Zealand is a place that conjures up images of
majestic mountains, rolling hills, flocks of sheep
and a clean, green, South Pacific paradise, remote

from an overpopulated and polluted world. But

behind the slick marketing hype and glossy bro-
churesis a history of massive defor-
estation, large scale pastoralism and
pest invasion that is pushing the
indigenous ecology toward the
brink of collapse.

Traversing these ancient forests is
liketaking a step backintothe Earth'’s
primordial past. The massive trunks
of podocarp trees—such as rimu,
totara and kahikatea—emerge
through a multi-layered riot of veg-
etatio. Twisted, contorted trunks,
elegant palms, tree ferns, vines,
creepers and parasitic plants create
an atmosphere long since past in
other parts of the world.

It wasn’t until European settle-
mentbeganin 1840 that the whole-
sale destruction of the country’s
forested landscape began. This was largely fueled

- by the Judaeo-Christian cultural perceptions Eu-
ropeans brought with them. They placed no value
on wilderness, instead perverting it into a mani-
festation of idleness and sin in need of cultivation
and improvement.

Although indigenous New Zealanders, the Maori,
had an intimate cultural knowledge and relation-
ship with the land based on a reverence and respect
for the life forces present, such a relationship has
never been part of the European vision. Domina-
tion and subjugation of nature instead has formed
the basis for interactions between supposed civiliza-
tion and indigenous ecological systems.

The vast tracts of primeval forest have either
been milled or 51mp1y burnt to create the pastoral
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quas kauri tree in the Waipoua Forest

landscape that now dominates. The legacy of

such a brutal, systematic and almost frenzied

crusade to annihilate the prehistoric world of
Aotearoa and replace it with the tamed, sterile,
production orientated monotony of pasture, has
left an impressive list of extinctions and contin-
ues to inflict damage on the land’s long-term
ecological integrity.

Much of the forest left today sur-
vives as remnant islands in a sea of
grasslands. These vulnerable frag-
ments are treated with human in-
difference and neglect. As a result,
they are dying across the country
as large numbers of introduced ani-
mals such as the Australian pos-
sum and goats strip the tree cano-
pies and devour understory veg-
§ etation. Remaining wilderness ar-
g eas are almost always confined to
§ steep higher-altitude ranges, while
only a fraction of the biologically
richer lowland forests have escaped
logging or clearance for agricul-
ture. The largest areas of unpro-
tectéd native Jowland forest left is

on public lands on the South Island’s west coast. .

These diverse rainforests contain some of the high-
est ecological values of forests anywhere in the
country. Presently, they are controlled by a state-
owned enterprise called Timberlands West Coast
Ltd. Timberlands was created in the early 1990s
after the signing of an agreement called the West

- Coast Forest Accord which divided the forests be-

tween conservation and production.

The accord gave provision for the clearfelhng of
old-growth rimu in the Buller region during a
transitional period that would see old-growth log-
ging stop, once exotic pine plantations were ready
to harvest. This was designed to protect the indus-
try and local jobs. The plantations have been ready
for some time and the number of jobs has declined

. considerably due to economic restructuring but

Timberlands wants to continue plundering these
old-growth forests until 2006.

In other priceless forests on the coast, Timber-
lands has implemented a “sustainable” logging

- operation that will triple the current rate of log-

ging. Perhaps the most offensive example of this
is occurring adjacent to the World Heritage Site of
Okarito Lagoon, home to the rare white heron.
Outside of the park’s artificial boundaries, Tim-
berlands is carving roads across this unique coastal
lagoon forest sequence, cutting out 300-600 year-
old trees.

In the government’s own report on the state of the

. environment, the loss of indigenous biodiversity

has been identified as the country’s leading envi-

. ronmental problem. Despite this, and persistent

calls to stop the logging of native forests on public
land, the government remains relentless in its deter-
mination to keep up the plunder. Rumor has it that
Timberlands is being prepared for privatization and
that rainforests make Timberlands more attractive
to foreign investors.

Unfortunately Prime Minister Jenny Shipley re-
cently announced what many people had been
dreading approval of plans to log over 100,000
hectares of beech forest in a massive scheme that
defies even economic logic. This decision demon-'
strates an arrogant contempt and disregard for the
ecological systems that sustain life. These unlogged

-valleys are vital habitat and the last strongholds for

many endangered species. Their true wealth lies in
their ability to function as the Earth intended, not
as_some resource extraction zone that will make a
handful of people a fortune. -

This government-sponsored destruction of the
environment is a huge contradiction to the clean
green image it is using to attract tourists. Window
dressing aside, clearly the Shipley government’s
priority is short term profit at the expense of what
little is left of the country’s intact biodiversity. In
the light of reality, the political rhetoric rings hol-
low and the stench of hypocrisy mingles w1th the
sound of revving chainsaws.

For more information contact Native Forest Ac-
tion, POB 836, Nelson, New Zealand, 03 545-6040;
nfa_offi@ts.co.nz; www.nfa.drg.nz.



Occupation Stops
Us N’avy on VYiegues

leftist organizations, the independence move-
ment, university students and local fishers. Puerto
Rican Senator Rubén Berrios, who heads the So-
cial Democrat-oriented PIP, has been camping for
over 100 days.
On July 17, at one of the bombing ranges on
Vieques, anti-riot police tried to stop demonstrators
~ from seizing a US flag that had just been lowered
from a flagpole and raising the
Puerto Rican flag in its place. At
another proteston July 24, hun-
dreds of Viequesresidents waved
white ribbons to demand the
Navy’s departure. This was the
second day of a visit to Puerto
Rico by members of a panel
§ appointed by President’ Bill
X Clinton to study whether the
‘Navy should continue its pres-
ence in Vieques. ‘
The bombing and training °
maneuvers have stopped on the
island since the first protesters
“began to camp in the restricted

BY JOHN REESE

First invaded by Columbus in 1493, the Puerto
Rican island of Vieques has been occupied by US
troops for 101 years. Since 1941, the US Navy has
occupied almost three quarters of the island and has
used it for target practice and training maneuvers.
The military has ravaged this fragile ecosystem with
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US submarine approachmg Vleques "

napalm, depleted uranium shells and massive
amounts of explosives during practice bombing
runs. In May, the Navy admitted it had mistak-
enly fired 267 rounds tipped with depleted ura-
nium. A depleted uranium particle less than a
thousandth of a millimeter thick lodged inside a
human lung can generate 800 times the amount
considered safe. Thus far, only about 60 of the
shells have been recovered. In July, the military
reversed earlier denials and admitted using na-
palm on this island inhabited by over 9,000 people.
According to the Partido Independentista
Puertorrigueio (PIP), the Navy is violating a num-
ber of United States federal laws in Vieques, in-
cluding the Endangered Species Act, the Clean
Water Act, the Clean Air Act and the Executive
Order on Environmental Justice. In spite of this,
US Navy Secretary Richard Danzig stated at a
recent press conference in Washington, “It is
appropriate for the Navy to be in Vieques, where
it must remain and continue its practice with live
ammunition.” He added that Vieques is vital for
US national security. In July the Navy announced
that Vieques is the only place where its airplanes
and ships can practice with live ammunition.
The current civil disobedience campaign began’
after a stray Navy bomb killed David Sanes on
April 19. Since his death, protesters have occupied
the bombing range, which is littered with
unexploded bombs. There are now four groups
camping in the bombing range. The protesters
include individuals from the peace movement,

Wolves & Poodles

Mural at the University of Puerto Rico-Mayaguez

military zone in late April. The US has announced its
intention to forcibly remove the protesters. Puerto
Rico governor Pedro Rossell6 formed a commission
to study the Vieques controversy, headed by Puerto
Rican Secretary of State Norma Burgos. The
commission’s final report, issued at the end of June,
recommended that the US military end its presence
on the island.

“The US Navy must leave Vieques,” said Senatcr
Berrios to journalists who visited him in his camp-
ing site in the southern coast of Vieques. “The
President of the United States has no alternative.
He can’t follow therecommendations of the Navy.
He has to follow the recommendations of the
people of Puerto Rico. If he doesn’t do so, he will
go down in history as a president willing to
commit acts of tyranny.”

For more information contact Robert Rabin,
Comité Pro Rescate Y Desarrollo de Vieques (Commit-
tee for the Rescue and Development of Vieques),
POB 1424, Vieques, Puerto Rico 0076S5; (787) 741-
1717; bieke@coqui.net; www.viequesvive.com.

A god fearing, bible thumping, 3,000 year-old poodle to the Kansas Board
of Education for voting to delete any mention of evolution from the state’s
science curriculum. Genesis is now the beginning, Revelations the end.

A cactus loving red wolf to the Center for Biological Diversity for forcing
the Forest Service to designate one percent of the state of Arizona as officially
protected critical habitat for the endangered Cactus ferruginous pygmy owl.
There are only 40 known pairs left in the state. On June 30, 731,712 acres were
officially set aside. The Center had first petitioned for listing in 1991, followed
X by five successful lawsuits. The habitat designation includes a large stretch
\ of the middle Gila and the lower San Pedro Rivers, and the heart of the
urban sprawl zone in west and northwest Tucson.

Un lobo muy macho que habla lenguas varias, a la ciudad

deEl Cenizo, Texas, parasuley que declara quetodos sus
conferencias de la ciudad usa la lengua de espafiol y
tambien parahechandoun orden quedicelosempleados
del gobierno local no pueden ayudar “la migra.”

A gavel pounding, judicially loyal wolf to the
Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals for upholding the
August 1997 injunction against most logging in
national forests in Texas on August 16 of this year.
The court held that the US Forest Service violated

sections of the National Forest Management Act by
failing to conduct required inventory and monitoring
5 of timber sales.

A money grubbing, ass-Kissing poodle to the Natural Resource Defense
Council (NRDC) for its greenwashing efforts to support Bob Fisher, a member of
the family who owns Gap, Banana Republic and Old Navy. In an unprecedented
conflict of interest Fisher sits on the NRDC Board of Trustees and is-a major
investor in the Gap-financed logging firm, Mendocino Redwood Company. The
NRDC is supporting Mendocino Redwood Company’s efforts to gain the “green
label” certification which will help it clearcut more land in California.

A house razing, long bearded, black suit wearing poodle to the Hyder
Construction Company of Vail, Colorado, for having the audacity to mix
corporate tourism with old-time tradition. According to a Vail Resort press release
on July 28, workers performed a traditional Amish topping-off ceremony (placing
a tree at the top of the building) at the completion of the roofing and framing of
the Two Elks lodge which was destroyed by arson to preserve lynx habitat last fall.

A flood-spun, dripping wet poodle to the Secret Service and the
Connecticut River Joint Commission for releasing four billion
gallons of water into the Connecticut River to insure that big fish
presidential candidate Al Gore’s canoe would not run aground
during a photo opportunity. “They won’t release water for the
fish when we ask them to, but somehow they find themselves {zs
able torelease it for a politician,” complained thedirector of the §
Vermont Department of Natural Resources.
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(GLOBALIZATION: DEVELOPM

BY THOMAS KOCHERRY

The following is an excerpt from a
speech by Thomas Kocherry at University
of Oslo in Norway, June 15, 1999.

Thelife of the planet and the depen-
dent health and welfare of humanity
must not be sacrificed to the greed of
the few. _ , ‘

Today we are in the context of

globalization/liberalization. The

words look very attractive but the
vast majority of people are the vic-
tims of globaliza-

tion. Globaliza-

tion began with

colonialism. In

the 16th century

Europe was over-

populated and

people began to

migrate from Eu-

rope to other con-

tinents... They

forcefully en-

slaved and con-
verted native

peoples. They

conquered lands,

exploited re-

sources and accu-

mulated wealth.

In the 20th cen-
tury, the world
witnessed the up- |
rising of peoples for political free-
dom. However, economic exploita-
tion continued through multina-
tional corporations (MNCs) and
transnational corporations (TNCs).
Therich and ruling class of the newly

freed Third World countries gener-

ally sided with the MNCs for their

own advantage, against the interest '

of the common people. Again the
natives and the indigenous peoples

‘were the worst hit. A recent United

Nations (UN) study shows 20 per-
cent of the population controls 82.7
percent of the world gross national
product, 81.2 percent of world trade,
94.6 percent of commercial lending,

'80.5 percent of all domestic invest-

meéent, 80.6 percent of all domestic
savings and 94 percent of all research
and development.

It is in this context that we should
understand globalization. Those who
have more are bound to get more.
This means more accumulation and
centralization... The real focus is Glo-
bal 8 countries, with the US as the
center. The US is placed in a better
position for quick profit at the ex-
pense of the vast majority of people
and the environment. All the rest are
in the periphery. Thus,

. periphialization of the vast majority
.is the other side of globalization. In

the period following decolonization
and political independence of Third
World southern countries, after World
War I, the international relationships
among the countries at bilateral and
multilateral levels were considered
very important and viewed as mutu-
ally beneficial. This practice seems to
be waning. Northern MNCs want to
take over the control of the UN. If the
UN does not dance according to their
tune, they will not give their share.
They are more interested in strength-
ening the World Trade Organization
(WTO) than the UN... The UN has
become a weak. instrument. Global-

ization is beneficial to those who have;

all those who, are have-nots are the
victims. Globalization is a mechanis-
tic process and, therefore, most easily
manipulated by the wielders of power.

. This creates a certain sense of inevita-

bility and absoluteness. Outside glo-

. balization and market economy, there

is no salvation.

Let me show how this is true as

regards the fisheries sector. In the
1990s fishing has reached the point
of diminishing returns. Many fish
populations have fallen to levels from

which they can no longer recover
without significant reductions in the

catches or a moratorium on fishing..

There are simply too many boats
catching toomany fish. The first surge

- innumbers of fishing vessels occurred

during theindustrial revolution. This
upwell tapered off during the two
world wars but boomed again in the
1950s continuing through the 1970s.
The world’s fishing fleet doubled be-
tween 1970 and 1990. More than 100
million people in developing coun-
tries are dependent on fisheries for

our livelihoods. For us fishing is a

way of life not just a source of in-
come. The sea is our mother. Tradi-
tionally, small-scale or artisanal fish-
ers have provided fish for local con-
sumption; but as fish become scarce
and their value increases, they enter
the global market and become
unaffordable for common people. In
the process we are displaced and the

MNCs take over. Most governments,
. particularly of the north, are trying to

prop up an unsustainable fishery. Ac-
cording to the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO), every year gov-
ernments world wide pay $116 bil-

lion to catch just $70 billion worth of

fish. Developed nations, which have
over fished their own waters, have
headed into the waters of developing
nations. The European Union (EU)
has around 40 percent more vessels
than necessary to catch fish on a
sustainable basis. Volatile fish wars
are common place. There are more

‘than one million large industrial fish-

ing fleets in the world. They have
depleted all the oceans in the world.
They have become a threat to the 100
million fisher people in the world.

Industrial fishing is linked to the

shrimp culture... Ten thousand tons
of industrial caught fish that would
have been available for common

people are converted into fish-meal

to produce one thousand tons of
shrimp that only the rich can afford

World Fisheries Day celebration in India

NT OR DESTRUCTION?

to buy... The coastal shrimp industry
also depletes fishing grounds,
salinates fresh water, destroys man-
groves, and displaces fisher people
and agriculturists who depend on
these resources for their livelihood...
All over the world the victims of glo-
balization are realizing the need to
come together to establish our right
tolife. We want to establish our rights
as persons...

We, the fisher people in India, are
partof alarger alliance—the National
Alliance of Peoples
Movements (NAPM)—all
of whom are victims of
globalization. There are
over 150 movements in
this alliance, not only
struggling tosurvive, but
searching for alternatives
to the present form of
development which is
.destructive to all... True
development is not by
conquering and enslav-
ing, not by accumulat-
ing and centralizing, not
by displacing peoples
and destroying cultures;
true development hap-
pens only by integrating
and working together,
through distributive jus-
ticeand decentralization
by niurturing and including native
and indigenous peoples.

It is here that the struggles of the
victims of mega dams in India can be
understood. There are 3,600.mega
dams in India. These have displaced
50 million natives, tribal and fisher
people and have proved to be mass
destruction rather than develop-
ment. The victims are involved in a
long standing struggle to create a
new paradigm of development,
where native skills and technologies
are enhanced, small is accepted as
beautiful and sustainability and sim-
plicity has become a way of life with
due respect to native cultures. We

Audyzoy svwoy] Aq ojoyd

“have gone to the extent of
" Jalasamathii—sacrificing ourselvesin

therising reservoirs—rather than in-
flicting violence upon others, for the
creation of this new paradigm.
Right now, about 400 leaders, rep- -

resenting different movements in
India are in Europe campaigning
against MNCs, TNCs and the WTO.
For the first time such a mass cam-
paign is taking place. The victims of
globalization are asserting their right-

-ful place on this planet. We feel an

urgent need to create a new para-
digm of development and politics, a
paradigm in which all human beings
have aright tolive, with equal access
to resources and opportunities. De-
velopment cannot- be measured
solely by the quantity of production
but by its sustainability and its ca-
pacity to protect thelivelihood of all
human beings. Production should
be coupled with distributive justice.
There is no development for the sake
of development.

Thomas Kocherry is a priest, trade
unionist, environmentalist and lawyer.
He is the coordinator of the World Fo-
rum of Fish Harvesters, national coor-
dinator of the National Alliance of
Peoples Movements of India, and one of
the secretaries of the National Centre
for Labour.



 WAR
L0WWAGES

DEFORESTATION

GENTRIFICATION
 GRIDLOGKED CITIES

" GENETICENGINEERING
THERICH GETTING RICHER

CUTS INSOCIALSERVIGES
INGREASING POVERTY

'MEANINGLESS J0BS

GLOBAL WARNING

MOREPRISONS
SWEATSHOPS

163 2 \_\“\““
&z\\::@““\m‘g““ ppANDRES
PR

=" All this didn t just spring from nowhere but is the result of an economic

and political system that is GOING GLOBAL. The resistance to i, i itis to

be effective, must also be global.

~+ From November 29 to December 3, 1999, leaders of fransnational

corporations, govemments, and an army of bureaucrats will descend upon
Seattle, Washington to further their drive for profits, to control our political,
economic and cultural life, and nature. Their new strategy to concentrate

power and wealth, while neutralizing peoplé’s resistance, is the creation of a

 permanent institution, the WORLD TRADE ORGANIZATION.

Tens of thousands of people will converge on Seattle and transform
it into a festival of resistance. The events include mass nonviolent
direct action, reclaiming our streets with giant puppets, street theater,
celebration, music, and pleasure. Vibrant sounds of community,
creativity and resistance will provide a glimpse of life as it might be

- while confronting hundreds of deadening businessman,

bureaucrats, and politicians. A NEW WORLD IS POSSIBLE and a
global movement of resistance is rising to make it happen

On Tuesday, November 30, nartlcmate ina
mass mobhilization and direct action to

SHUT DOWN THE WTO

Cosponsored by (to date): Direct Action Network, Global Exchange,
Rainforest Action Network, Ruckus Society, and People’s Global Action.



The World Trade Organization (WTO) is a baby in
the era of multinational corporations and
international economic agreements. But it’s got a big
family. The WTO came into being in 1995 as the
successor to the General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade (GATT). GATT was established in the wake of
the Second World War as a limited set of rules
regulating the trade of goods and merchandise
among its member nations. Since 1986, GATT has
become even more aggressive, though, raising
corporations to equal standing with nations and
overruling federal, state, and local laws when they
“interfere with free trade.” The overall goal is to
eliminate “trade barriers,” frequently including labor
laws, public health regulations, and environmental
protection measures—all of which impede the
corporate bottom-line: profit.

Previously, global agreements like GATT have been
temporary and suggestive ideas for international
trade regulations. As a child of GATT, however, the
WTO solidifies suggested policy into permanent
enforced standards. And although the WTO includes
134 member countries, developed nations like the
US, Canada, Japan, and those of the European Union
repeatedly make key decisions in closed meetings.
Meanwhile, in its “dispute resolution system,” the WTO
allows countries to challenge each others’ laws as
violations of WTO rules. Cases are decided in secret
by a panel of three professional trade bureaucrats
(often corporate heads) that aren’t bound by any
“conflict of interest” rules. It is no surprise, then,
that every single environmental or public health law
ever challenged at the WTO has been ruled illegal.
Once such a final ruling is issued, losing countries
have a set time to make one of three choices:

(1) change their law to conform to the WTO

Why come?

We eat food. .The WTO regulates the [ of
standards which our food is grown, processed,
and sold to us. The WTO determines the labor
and enviornmental practices that determine

how our food is grown.

We work. The WTO sets the standards by
which employers determine who to, hire, how
much to pay, what kind of benefits we receive,
and the safety conditions of our workplace.

We breathe. The WTO has already ruled that
breathing clean air is not a priority. Higher
profits far oil companies is far more important

to the benefit of the world.

‘What is
the WTO?

By Stephanie Guilloud and Chris Dixon

requirements, (2) pay compensation to the winning
country, or (3) face non-negotiated trade sanctions.
1In short, what the WTO says goes.

The WTO's decision-making power covers more than
‘traditional trade issues, too. WTO negotiations affect
not only goods but also the import and export of
services. For instance, privatized educational systems
like classes on the web, corporate owned and
operated universities, and study abroad programs

are considered “services.” The WTO creates standards
that demand the lowest common denominator which’

endangers the autonomy and innovation of the
public sector.

In addition, the WTO requlates “intellectual
property,” allowing the patenting of seeds and
indigenous knowledge, otherwise known as bio-
piracy. The Trade Related Aspects

ruled against the law that the EU passed. The EU
had until May 13, 1999 to open its markets to
hormone-treated beef. Because the EU refuses to
open its markets, the WTO forces them to pay upwards
of $124 million annually in compensation to the
United States.

THE SEA TURTLE CASE: Four Asian nations challeged

provisions of the US-Endangered Species Act
forbidding the sale of shrimp caught in ways that
kill endangered sea turtles. In 1998, the WTO ruled
that the US was not acting in compliance of WTO rules.
Fitting shrimp nets with inexpensive “turtle excluder
devices” has been ruled “WTO-illegal.”
- THE CLEAN AIR CASE: On behalf of its oil industry,
Venezuela challenged the US Clean Air Act regulation
that required gas refiners to produce cleaner gas. A
WTO panel ruled against the US law. Foreign oil
refiners now have an option to sell dirtier gasoline
in the US as a result, despite domestic challenges.

‘The WTO has the absolute authority to supersede
local, state, and even national laws if a corporation
pressures its government to challenge a particular
mandate. Without any avenues of accountability and
very few avenues of transparency, anyone who is not
a corporate head, trade official, or WTO bureaucrat is
effectively shut out of all decisions. Clearly, THE WTO
IS NOT OUR INSTITUTION. We do not control its
process, and we do not benefit from its decisions.

of Intellectual Property Rights
(otherwise known as TRIPs) :i
consolidate the power of Western %
drug and biotech corporations, as
they appropriate traditional
knowledge that previously had i:
been commonly held
and exercise monopoly
control over any new
extensions - of that .
knowledge. The process § . =
patenting '§ . Tag
knowledge fortifies the § «:;
power of Northern
nations over Southern
nations, as the latter
have scarce resources to
defend themselves in
protracted TRIPs
disputes or to negotiate
other more beneficial
Intellectual Property
Rights agreements.
Moreover, WTO negotiations deeply affect
the environment. For example, in the
upcoming November Ministerial, the US
government has proposed that a zero-tariff
forestry and wood products agreement be

M

APEC protest in Seattle 1996 - photo by Dana Schuerholz

We go to school. The WTO wants to create
educational standards that limit public sector
educational services to the standards that
businesspeople and corporations decide.
Math programs designed by M&M Candies
(what's the chance of a green one?) have
already entered our school systems.

We live in an industrialized country that
exploits other nations and other peoples for
the sake of comfortable living conditions in
the U.S. We have a responsibility to
understand the reality of the global economy
beyond our own lives and speak out against
these policies. Seattle offers an amazing
opportunity to stand together as human
beings and declare our sovereignty. Making
these connections is the necessary step in
creating institutions for our own communities,
our needs, our children, and ourselves.

signed. This agreement would accelerate
the importing and exporting of logs,
countering current efforts to protect
forests as eco-systems and as climate
controls. In one swoop, it would mean the
end for many environmental regulations
and other controls on timber production
and trade. : -
Altogether, the main goal of the WTO is

~ to create a fully-integrated global capitalist

economy “free” of any “discriminatory”
barriers. “Non-discrimination” is a catch
word indicating policies that reject any and

. all obstacles to trade. Case studies, however,

illustrate who is actually discriminated
against. .

THE BEEF HORMONE CASE: After studies in
Europe concluded that artificial growth
hormones in beef created ' early
menstruation in young girls and health
problems, the European Union banned the
sale of beef from cattle that had been
raised in this way. In 1998, a WTO panel,
called to action by US beef companies,
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WTO in SEATTLE

Seattle, Washington is touted as a major gateway
to the markets of Asia and, particularly, Japan.
According to the Seattle Host Organization for the
WTO (headed up by Bill Gates of Microsoft and Phil
Condit of Boeing), one in four jobs in Washington
state are directly related to exports.

The November 29-December 3 WTO Ministerial
Meeting is the first trade meeting of its kind to be
held on US soil. When similar negotiations take place
in Singapore, the Philippines, Geneva, and other
places worldwide, the opposition gathers in the
hundreds of thousands.

The magnitude of this meeting is far greater than
the 6,000 delegates from 135 countries that will
attend. Indeed, the WTO meeting will transform
Seattle into a militarized zone. Roads will be blocked,
the police are prepped for riot response, and SWAT
teams are “flexible.” Our presence in Seattle demands
attention to the growing global economy and its
effects on the natural world, working people,
Southern nations, and indigenous peoples around
the world. Our presence in Seattle demands public
space as a non-negotiable right. The affront of .the .
WTO meeting represents a challenge to connect all
of us as workers for a more just and livable world.

Sources: “A Citizen’s Guide to the World Trade Organization.”
APEX Press, 1999.

The Case Against the Global Economy. Sierra Club,
1996.



By Chris Borte

Resistance to the WTO is growing daily. People are
organizing from the ground up and forming alliances
worldwide among grassroots labor, environmental
and social justice groups to oppose this neoliberal
institution: Teachers hungerstriking against
privatization in Argentina working side by side with
women organizing against quasi-slavery in the
“Maquila” factories of Mexico, Bangladesh, Salvador,
and Nicaragua; farmers struggling against
globalization in India, Philippines, Brazil, Estonia,
Norway, Honduras, France, Spain, Switzerland,
Bangladesh, Senegal, Mozambique, Togo, Peru,
Bolivia, Columbia and many other countries; Ogoni,
Maori, Maya, Aymara, U'wa and other indigenous
peoples fighting for their cultural rights and physical
survival; students struggling against nuclear power
or the repression of striking workers in Ukraine and
South Korea; rank and file labor like postal workers -
from Canada resisting privatization, women’s rights
activists, environmentalists, unemployed, fisherfolk,
anti-racists, peace mobilizers, and animal rights
activists...the list could easjly fill these -pages.
Coalitions that formed to oppose NAFTA, GATT, APEC,
and the MAI have grown more experienced and
successful at working together to fight corporate
globalization. Forging those necessary links between
our movements becomes far easier when we realize
the assholes who are clearcutting the last of our
ancient forests are the same assholes who are trying
to smash -our unions and.destroy the limited forms
of democratic control we still have. The old 1960s
slogan ‘think globally, act locally’ is no longer
sufficient. We must create ways of thinking and
acting both locally and globally at the same time.

One of the most exciting movements fighting
corporate globalization formed in February of 1998,
when peoples’ movements from all continents met
in Geneva and launched a worldwide coordination of
resistance called Peoples’ Global Action against “Free”
Trade and the World Trade Organization (PGA). In their
literature they emphasize four major points:

(1) A very clear rejection of the WTO and other
neoliberal trade agreements as active promoters of a
socially and environmentally destructive globalization;
(2) A confrontational attitude, since we do not think
that lobbying can have a-major impact in such biased
and undemocratic organizations, in which transnational
capital is the only real policy-maker; (3) A call to non-
violent civil disobedience and the construction of local
alternatives by local people as answers to the action

of governments and corporations; (4) An orgamzat:onal
philosophy based on decentralization and autonomy.

PGA intends to serve as a global instrument for
communication and co-ordination for all those
fighting against the destruction of humanity and the
planet by the global market, as well as building up
local alternatives and peoples’ power. Their first call
to action was the June 18" protests against the G8
summit in Germany. Movements ranging from the
Chikoko Movement in-Nigeria to the Pakistani trade
unions, from the Argentinian churches to a broad
coalition of social movements in London, occupied
the financial centers of their cities to reject the rule
of the G8. Such coordinated resistance in a total of
41 countries showed that the process of converging
our movements is gaining strength and speed. Even
as this article goes to press, PGA is organizing at
their second conference in Bangalore, India for the
WTO meeting in Seattle and beyond.

“NOT PESI'II COKE, WE WANT WATER!"

cries the National Alliance of People’s Movements
in India. They are calling for India to quit the WTO

and campaign for an alternative institution to

regulate world-trade in a democratic, pro-people and
environmentally sustainable way. They believe all
transnational corporations should be forced out of
India and have called for a boycott on all TNCs goods:

This is in stark contrast with those who hold hope
of achieving justice through reforming the WTO.

< Reforms-lead nowhere-when corporations and their

governmental counterparts are in charge.. We need

_to globalize solidarity and liberation not capitalism,

and fight for a participatory and sustainable global
village. The WTO must be shut down.

Over the past two decades, people’s movements
have waged successful campaigns against the
operations of transnational corporations on
numerous fronts ranging from worldwide boycotts
against Nestle on infant formula, bank loans to South
Africa, the battles against Union Carbide .over the
Bhopal disaster in India, the repression of Coca-Cola
workers in Guatemala, the promotion of bio-tech milk
products by chemical companies like Monsanto, and
the clear-cut logging and deforestation by Mitsubishi
and MacMillan Bloedel to name but a few. It is

important to remember that these corporations do

not have infinite power, they are not inevitable. We
live in a concrete world, within time and space, with
ongoing processes that we can affect. We can ‘shut
down these bastards.

WTO Protest in Geneva 1998 - photo PGA

Just a few years ago it may have seemed impossible
to stop the Multilateral Agreeement on Investment,
a trade agreement that would have given
corporations the authority to sue countries for
policies that placed people or the environment over
profits. And yet due to movements like those
mentioned in this article the MAI was shut down.

“WTO, you're next!

Direct Action Network

Against Corporate Glohalization

The Direct Action Network is a network of grassroots
community and street theater groups across the Western
United States and Canada who are mobilizing to creatively
resist the WTO and corporate globalization. We are organizing
and coordinating mass nonviolent direct action and large
scale street theater—giant puppets, dance, drums, music,
spoken word, and graffiti art at the WTO Summit in Seattle,
November 29 to December 3.

Local contacts exist in Victoria BC, Vancouver BC, Seattle

WA, Olympia WA, Portland OR, San Francisco CA, Santa Cruz

CA, Los Angeles CA.

Contact (206) 632-1656 <can@drizzle.com> and

* <www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution> for lists of contacts

and more information. We need money for outreach

materials, renting street theater making spaces, puppet
supplies, phone calls, mailing, legal support, and office
space. Please send what you can. Make checks to “Art and
Revolution (WTO)” and send c/o CAN, 4554 12th Ave. NE,
Seattle, WA 98105

Weh Resources

People For Fair Trade: www.peopleforfairtrade.org
Seattle Citizen Committee: www.seattlewto.org

Take Action! )

Direct Action Network: www.agitprop.org/
artandrevolution/wto =

Ruckus Society: www.globalizethis.org

General WT0
Corporate Watch: www.corpwatch.org

Global Exchangé: www.globalexchange.org

Public Citizen’s Global Trade Watch: www.tradewatch.org
Giohal Contacts

Peoples Global Action (PGA): www.agp.org

Reclaim the Streets!: www.gn.apc.org/rts

Third World Network: www.twnside.org.sg/souths/twn/
trade.htm

SEATTLE GENERAL STRIKE 1919

workers management.

activities, UNDER ITS OWN MANAGEMENT.

100,000 workers shut down Seattle from February 5 to 11, 1919 and took over essential services under

“There will be many cheering, and there will be some who fear. The closmg down of Seattle’s
industries as a MERE SHUTDOWN, will not affect these eastern gentlemen much. They could let the
whole northwest go to pieces, as far.as money alone is concerned. ;

BUT, the closing down of the capitalistically controlled industries of Seattle, while the WORKERS
ORGANIZE to feed the people, to care for the babies and the sick, to preserve order—THIS w1ll
move them, for this looks too much like the taking over of power by the workers.

Labor will‘not only shut down the industries, but Labor will REOPEN, under the management of
the appropriate trades, such activities as are needed to preserve public health and public peace. If
the strike continues, Labor may feel led to ‘avoid public suffering by reopening more and more

And that is why we say we are starting on a road that leads—NO ONE KNOWS WHERE.”
Anna Louise Strong in The Union Record on Tuesday February 4, 1919, the eve of the 1919 Seattle general strike.




EDUCATE, AEI'I'A'I'E ORGANIZE

a guulelme for organizing your community
Ilncuming Events

By David Solnit

The WTO Summit offers an unprecedented historical opportumty to organize
in our communities, build alliances with all the groups impacted by corporate
globalization, and help build a movement capable of standing up to the existing
economic and political system at the root of our problems. Here is a brainstorm
of ideas of what can be done in local areas:

¢ Form, join or activate a local group to organize around th
your meetings. This is a chance to work with local g

website.
¢ Outreach to your communit
and zines, speak to grou
guest editorials, se

Plan a simultaneous solidarity event/action on No /
who can’t come to Seattle.

¢ Make a public send-off event out of leaving, le
press release to and call local press (offer to k

¢ Plan a follow up meeting after the WTO to cele|
legal or other loose ends, and discuss sticking to
or affinity group to keep working to overthrow co

We are planning a large scale, well organized, high visibility ac
down the World Trade Organization on Tuesday November 30 involving _
of people risking arrest and reflecting the diversity of groups and communities
affected by the World Trade Organization and corporate globalization. Thes

people have no right to make undemocratic, unaccountable, destructive decisions

about our lives, our communities and the earth. We will nonviolently and
creatively block them from meeting. We envision colorful and festive actions
with large scale street theater as a major element. We will make space and
encourage mutual respect for a variety of nonviolent action styles reflecting
our different groups and communities..

ACTION GUIDELINES |

All participants in this particular action are asked to agree to these action
guidelines. Having this basic agreement allows people from many backgrounds,
movements, and beliefs to work together. They are not philosophical or political
requirements placed upon you or judgments about the validity of some tactics
over others. These guidelines are basic agreements that create a basis for trust
sothat we can work together for this action and know what to expect from each

other.

1) We will use no wolence, phys1cal or verbal towards any person

2) We will carry no weapons

3) We will not bring or use any alcohol or illegal drugs

4) We will not destroy property

JAIL SOLIDARITY and LEGAL SUPPORT

We will encourage and facilitate jail and court solidarity for the mass action.
Through jail solidarity we can take power in a situation designed to make us
powerless. We do this by making our decisions as a group, by acting in harmony
with each other, and by committing ourselves to safeguard each other's well
being. Every time there is a choice in the legal process, activists can either
cooperate or things become more difficult for the authorities. Solidarity tactics
mean that people noncooperate as a group unless the authorities agree to our

DIRECT ACTION NETWORK

(206) 632-1656

DIRECT ACTION CONVERGENCE - November 20-28

Nine days of street theater, giant puppet building, dance and music making,
performing, nonviolent-direct action trainings, meetings to coordinate
and prepare ourselves for the WTO, outreach and performance around
eattle, and more, Contact us or check the website for more details. Food
d child care will be provided. <www.agitprop.org/artandrevolution>

NOTHING DAY - November 26
he biggest shopping day of the year, people will take to the streets in a
action to prepare and advertise for the coming events.

INTERNATIONAL FORUM ON GLOBALIZATION - Novemher 217
A diverse group of activists and educators will speak at a one-day public

cemher 3
nd the People for

“farmers, students, activists,

lution roadshows
\ er that we do not
you would like to participate
ave not yet appeared on the scene. There is
d confrontatlon with the globalization monster.

the strength and community of ‘a group, instead of as
ction participants to clear their calendars in advance
after the action should it become necessary to use

for those arrested at _the mass action through
nd solidarity briefings, a staffed legal support

is asked to form or join an affinity group
ple, including people who do not risk
arrest and do §
the basic plannin
affinity group wi
organization. Two ©
want to do similar ai
affinity groups.

Leading up to the ac
solidarity through an Actj
affinity group responsible
to the spokescouncil and |
discuss agenda items and
mass action participants to t
they can on Monday to coordinate:

All action pammpants will be encouraged to take a NONVIOLENT DIRECT ACTION
TRAINING to prepare themselves for both the action and for jail/court solidarity.
Trainings will be available in Seattle during the week leading up to and the day
and evening before the action.

www.agitprop.ory/ atandreuolutinnl Wio

“your community, workplace, or
have something in common or
1g together as a “cluster” of

‘the action and jail/court
espeople chosen by each
ans, opinions, and decisions
r group. Affinity groups will
each spokescouncil. We encourage
y Sunday November 28, or as early as



Bear Lincoln FREE

BUT JUSTICE STILL ABSENT FOR NORTHERN GCALIFORNIA TRIBES

BY KAREN PickeTT

After four months underground in
fear for his life, more than two years
behind bars awaiting trial with the

death penalty hanging over his head

and a two month high profile trial, the
legal ordeal is finally over for Bear
Lincoln. On April 23, 1999, the Cali-
fornia State Attorney General’s office
‘dismissed the case against him that
had been filed in the wake of a police
ambush on the Round Valley Indian

Reservation in Northern California:

that left his lifelong friend,

lished in 1853 when the remainder of
the Wailaki, Pomo, Pit River, Little
Lake, Konkow and Nomlaki in addi-
tion to the Yuki were all forced onto a
portion of Yuki territory, shared with
Indian-hating white settlers. These were
tribes whose ancestral lands covered
vast areas reaching north into present
day Oregon, embracing the Mount
Shasta area, and stretching south to
southern Mendocino County. Theft,
fraud and bad faith deals have shrunk
reservation lands to amere 33,000 acres,
with a population of 1,200 tribal resi-

lic forums to speak on the cover-up
they felt the police had perpetrated.
With a 10-2 deadlock in favor of ac-
quittal, the door was open for district
attorney Susan Massini to pursue those
charges through a second trial. She
pursued the case with a vengeance,
referring it to the state attorney
general’s office when she lost her re-
election bid last November. Despite
jury tampering, a contempt of court
charge against the DA (for feeding
information illegally to the county’s
major newspaper), the county authori-

ties were not about to let

Leonard Acorn Peters, dead.
Mendocino County
sheriff’s deputies had setup
a stake out on a ridgetop
the night of April 14, 1995,
to capture a suspect in a
shooting earlier that day.
When Bearand Acorn, both
Wailaki Indian men, came
walking up the road from
Bear’s cabin, the cops
opened fire with a barrage
of automatic weapons that
left Deputy Bob Davis and
Peters dead. Bear ran for his
life and was later charged
with Deputy Davis’ death
in a case that would cap-
ture national attention and
galvanize the rural Native
American community as
well asMendocino County.
After living in the woods
for four months, Bear Lin-
coln turned himselfinto au-
thorities in August ‘9S. The
county went after him with
a vengeance, charging Lin-
coln with a capital crime
which is punishable by
death. Thealleged crime was
framed as a purposeful act -
of aggression, rather than an innocent
person caught in police ambush, a per-
son with the right to defend himself.
Neither Lincoln nor Peters were sus-
pects in any crime when they were
ambushed. The authority’s treatment
of the Round Valley community im-
mediately following the incident
smacked of racism as well and has been
compared by many to incidents on the
Pine Ridge reservation in South Dakota
which landed Leonard Peltier in prison
25 years ago. Police from several coun-
ties descended on the community, bust-
ing down doors, conducting
warrentless searches and dragging
people out of cars in a reign of terror
designed to force the community to
produce the elusive Lincoln. Bear had
run because he believed that trigger
happy cops would shoot him on sight,
using the rationalization that this was
acop-killing Indian, no questions asked.
Tension between residents, especially
Native Americans in the valley and
authorities, have deeproots. The Round
Valley, a beautiful and fertile valley
ringed by snow-dusted peaks, is almost
perfectly symmetrical. It is the ances-
tral home of (what came to be known
as) the Yuki people. They lived in har-
mony with the Earth until the mid-
1800s, when the US government be-
gan its program of. genocide on
California’s north coast. The Round
Valley Indian Reservation was estab-

] .

Bear Lincoln at a “free Mumia” rally

dents. This reservation, the second larg-
est in California, retains valuable an-
cestral fishing grounds along the Eel
River and Azbil Creek and still holds
old-growth Douglas fir forests, so far
resisting timber beasts like Louisiana
Pacific (LP), who have devastated lands
all around the reservation. The LP mill
in the town of Covelo, adjacent to
reservation land, was a principal em-
ployer until it shut down in 1990,
finding cheaper labor in Mexico.
While authorities and mainstream
media today are quick to characterize
problems in the valley as inter-com-
munity disputes or “feuds” between
families, residents point to racist poli-
cies and a pattern of selective enforce-
ment by the law as the real reason

. violence and tension continue to erupt.

The cops’ dance of selective enforce-
mentincludes side-steppingrealissues,
turning away from beatings and
shootings that go unprosecuted and
pouncing on certain members of the
community for less serious violations.

When the jury delivered the not

guilty verdict, Bear was released from
his prison cell but not from the clutches
of this case. The jury was unable to
arrive at a unanimous vote on man-
slaughter charges, though its acquit-
tal was unanimous on murder and
attempted ‘murder charges. Many of
the jurors became activists as a result

of the experience and appeared at pub-

in San Francisco

the death of a cop go
unavenged. Interestingly,
the most likely scenario
is that the cop was killed
by his partner’s weapon
after he admittedly
slipped on the dirt road
and came up firing.
Tension remains in the
Native American commu-
nity and in Bear’s life. Al-
though legally released at
-long last, a pall hangs over
hisfreedom duetothe cops’

the vulnerability of people
in this remote and rural
place. Additionally, the un-
provokedkillingof Leonard
Acorn Petershasneverbeen
adequately investigated.
Seven children were left fa-
therless and Round Valley

munity member.
Meanwhile, Bear is rais-
ing Appaloosa horses he
brought to California four
and one-half years ago
from the Nez Perce Reser-
vation and is continuing
_ to speak out in solidarity
with other victims of police violence

Aqing JJoan) dq ozaxid

‘and frame-ups as well as on issues like

Headwaters Forest. His politicalizaton
has brought his voice to rallies for
Peltier, Mumia Abu Jamal, conferences

about the prison industry and envi- -

ronmental rallies. When he expresses
that he wants to see an investigation
of the police murder of his friend
Acorn, however unlikely that might
be, he sees the public knowledge of
the issue as key. “I'll continue to
speak out against police brutality,
police murder,” he said the day his
case was dismissed. “It just happens
over and over again, but there’s more
publicity coming out, and law en-
forcement is being exposed to the
public. And so I'll be doing as much
as I can to expose corrupt law en-
forcement and to help asmany people
as I can.” Besides wanting to go back
to being a peaceful organic vegetable
farmer and raise his horses, Bear is

raising funds to go to Cuba with a

group of Native American activists in
a trip being organized by the Na-

_tional People’s Campaign and is plan-

ning a trip up .an old-growth tree to

 visit Julia Butterfly.

Contact the Lincoln/Peters Defense

Alliance at POB 83, Covelo, CA 95428.

Karen Pickett is a long-time EF! ac-

tivists and ‘has Spent time with the

people and land of the Round Valley
Indian Reservation.

desire for vengeance and

lostalovedand lovingcom-
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- sheep to get through the winter.

BY GLORIA PiCADILLI

It is monsoon season in northern
Arizona. Outin the BigMountain/Black
Mesa region of the Navajo/Hopi Reser-
vation, the dark clouds and rain bring
relief from the desert sun. The corn is
tall, nearing harvest time. The days creep
by, and the air feels like a sigh waiting to
be exhaled. Many of the traditional
Dine’ (Navajo) living here are hold-
ing their breath wondering if they
will be here next year to harvest their
corn or if they will have enough

Every day is a struggle for them, a
struggle to protect their land, their
homes and their culture from destruc-
tion by multinational energy corpora-
tions and the powers that be.
Twenty-five years ago a law was
passed by the federal government
forcing over 10,000 Navajo peopleto
relocate from their homelands be-
cause of a supposed “Navajo-Hopi
land dispute.” However, there is an-
other issue at hand: Underneath the
ground at Black Mesa lies the largest
deposit of coal in North America. By
removing all the people who areliving
here, they have effectively opened up

the land for mining. Peabody Western -

Coal Company has been operating the
US’s largest coal mine here for 33 years,
destroyingover 110-square miles of what
used to be people’s homes, medicinal
herb gathering lands, ceremonial sites
and burial grounds. And they have only
just begun. The coal being mined is
burned for electricity, most of which
goes to Las Vegas and its casinos. Here s
a sad story of the' American dream—
rather, the nightmare—of complete
domination over land and indigenous
people for utter greed and progress.
Today it is the Hopi tribal govern-
ment and the Bureau of Indian Affairs
(BIA) that carry out the laws created by
white men to relocate and make living
conditions difficult for the Dine’. There
remain a few hundred Dine’ living in

the disputed area. Those remaining suf-
fer from livestock impoundments,
homes and ceremonial hogans being
bulldozed and military jet fly-bys,
among other things. Those who resist
the government face forced relocation
by February 1, 2000. Through the eyes
of many Dine’, relocation equals death
to their people and culture.

This summer a Sundance was held at

Dragline at the Kayenta Mine in Black Mesa, Arizona.

AnnaMae Camp at BigMountain, mark-
ing the closing of a four-year cycle of
this sacred Lakota ceremony. The per-
mit to hold the ceremony was denied,
but the family decided to hold the cer-
emony anyway. Hundreds of people
came from all over the world to offer

prayers to this scarred land. Elder matri- .

arch, Ruth Benally, on whose land the
Sundance was held, was ordered to re-
move- the ceremonial structures and
sweat lodges on the site; however, the
sweat lodges are still being used. They
feel that if these structures are removed
or destroyed it would be a breach of

their religious freedom. This family also
says that they have been given word by -

the Hopi tribal government that two
hogans (traditional Dine’ house and
church) at the site must bé dismantled
and removed. Hopi Tribal Chairman
Chief of Staff Eugene Kaye states that,

“As far as I know we haven’t done
that or will do that to a person living
in a hogan who has a right to be
there.” Whether they have a right to
be there is determined by the Hopi
tribal government.

Ruth Benally recently stated: “My
daughters and I are looking forward to
people coming out here to pray, work
and witness with us. I will be first on the
line, standing day and night if  have to.
Anna Mae Camp is a ceremonial place.
We pray there, we do not want anybody
to destroy it. The land here is very dry
and windy. At the ceremonial grounds
we pray to the Spirit People and ask
for rain. We wonder, what is it the
‘Hopi tribe is planning? They told us
they are going to tear down two
hogans and ceremonial structures.
They saidit’s closed, but we still have
ceremonies there. We don’t want
anyone to push us around. We get
our freedom from the Spirit People.
We invite everybody to come. We
need help with everything. Come
with your cameras, come from all
over the world.” )

Families are inviting you to stay
with them to help with the daily
life of sheepherding, firewood chop-
ping, home repair, cooking, elder
care and observing any potential
. harassment if you wish to come
support on the land at Black Mesa.
Black Mesa Indigenous Support (BMIS)
offers supporter information packets
with guidelines in cultural sensitivity,
self sustainability and potential rides

_to the land. If you wish to help with

office or organizational work, contact
BMIS at POB 23501, Flagstaff, AZ

- 86002; (520) 773-8086.

If you have questions on the issues,
you can contact the Hopi tribal council
at POB 123, Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039;
(520) 734-3100; Wayne Taylor, Hopi
tribal chairman, ext. 101; Eugene Kaye,

" Chairman’s Chief of Staff, ext 107;

Clayton Honyumptewa, Office of Hopi
Lands, ext. 802.

If you wish to share your opinions or
questions with other responsible parties,
contact Senator John McCain at Russell
Senate Office Bldg., Washington DC
20510; (202) 224-2235 ext. 241.

~ performing ceremonies, which

Commodification of the Sacred

The following is a statementby Roberta Blackgaat a Dme elder;
resisting forced relocation in Big Mountain, Arizona.

Great Spirit gave us thisland tolivein a good way. We'renot
living here for free; everything we have we have worked hard
for. We humble ourselves before it, and itisaccord-
ing to them (The Holy On t we live. here. Before non-
Indians came, we were put. ith ongmal guldehnes to live

in harmony. Some prayerswe say arefor our veterans, our young
ones. They go towar anditi those prayers and ceremorues that

explmted but to be revere .All'the thmgs that we hold sacred
i It s commodlﬁcatlon of the ‘sacred

tration camp) in 18
this country encom

We need as mu to-reverse this
is country must

allow us to

'n from the Hop1 tnbe
,phernaha We already
it.t gather herbs for, .

We've been told to get p
to gather herbs and religio
have permission from the Gre

ing to the original instructions. We
trarily, the way we are living has defini
~ These laws and guidelines that we were given allow us to

~ recéntly Bosma and Kosovo

maintain certain values and truths, a certain ideology. To
ask us to live other ways and ignore these laws is to ignore
the truth. These non-Indians have no regard for our
existénce ant all people to know that everything we
are doing (our struggle) encompasses environmental is-
sues and-all other thingsthat go with it. We want no more
energy exploitation, no more mining, cutting up, drilling
of our Mother Earth. We do not'benefit from these any-
way. We want Mother Earth to‘heal again, and this will
only happen when.we stop all the fencing and scarting of
the land that modern industrialized man is doing.

- I'm pleading with the entir
world: Pleadlng with you. We were put upon here by
Creator within the ur sacred mountalns Mt. Blanca to

the east A

i dled us, and the
tradmonals have by "n réduced to ndful.
That’s hy I appeal toevery one nyou Idon’tknow what
the gov: :
situation here; :Thank you for lis
and billions of dollars overseas t¢

natural resources, bu:
The land we occupy
peoplé and 1fus ac

tion). I've been saying these things for
; 1s anybody listening?
‘Contact Roberta Blackgoat, POB 349, Kykotsmovi, AZ86039.



BY JEFFREY ST. CLAIR

Who's the most feared environmentalist in the
Pacific Northwest? That’s easy. A Reagan-appointed
federal judge in Seattle named William Dwyer. This
says a lot about Dwyer’s character, but even more
about the spineless character of the current crop of
environmentalists in the region.

Time and time again Dwyer has come down hard
on the federal government for trampling over envi-
ronmental laws. On August 2, Dwyer issued his
latest rebuke, a blistering ruling that chastises the
Clinton administration for not following its own
logging plan for Northwest forests. Dwyer, who said
the Forest Service and BLM had failed to survey
dozens of rare species, issued a temporary injunc-
tion immediately halting nine timber sales. The
judge followed this up with a decision stopping 26
more sales. By the end of the year, more than 125
sales may fall under Dwyer’s protective order.

Dwyer’s favorite target is the Forest Service, an
agency that seems institutionally incapable of follow-
ing the National Environmental Policy Act. A string of

rulings from Dwyer in the early 1990s rocked the

Northwest, when he determined that the fierce pace of
Forest Service logging in ancient forests was driving
the northern spotted owl, and more than 180 other
species that dwell in the deep forests west of the
Cascade Range, toward extinction. He handed down
an injunction on new ‘
timber sales in spotted
owl habitat, and the old-
growth wars were on.
Then along came Bill [
Clinton and Al Gore, -
who vowed in a 1992
campaign stop in Port-
land, Oregon, to “end
the stand off” over the
fate of Northwest forests
once and for all. Of
course, the stand off was
serving the owl pretty
well. What was to come §
- woulddrivetheowleven .
closer to extinction.
Within days of taking
office, the Clinton/Gore
team set its sights on get-
ting theinjunction lifted
and the big logs rolling
back to the mills. The
scheme was . pure
Clinton. Convene a
staged “town hall” style
meeting, put out a pre-
fabricated plan and in-

- duce your liberal friends to swallow their principles

and sign off on it. This shadow play was the April 1993
Forest Summit, a ridiculous display. of consensus-
mongering that saw Clinton’s minions play footsy
with executives from Weyerhaeuser. The event is best
remembered for the Clinton administration’s crass
attempt to censor the opening remarks of E. Kimbark
McCall, the Oregon state historian who attempted to
put the session in its proper context—a hundred years
of conscienceless logging by an industry that treats its
workers as ruthlessly as it treats salmon streams. .

McCall refused to be muzzled. He couldn’t under-
stand why the administration wouldn’t allow anyone
to bring up the indelicate subject of log exports.
Wasn't that costing the sawmill workers three times as
many jobs as would be lost by protecting the owl?
McCall’s question went unanswered. The enviros
swallowed their tongues and went along with the
show. At every turn they exhibited a willingness to
compromise even more. No log exports, no eastside
forests, no mention of Zero Cut. The result was a
foregone conclusion. At the close of the day, Clinton
promised that he would have the Dwyer injunction
lifted by the end of the summer.

Then the blackmail started. The message was deliv-
ered by Will Stelle, a hired gun working on “enviro
relations” for the administration. He had garnered the

trust of a few green lobbyists by stripping off his,

Winberry treesitter defends Northwest forests abandoned by Clinton.

Oxford shirt one day to reveal an Earth First! t-shirt
hidden beneath. Stelle said that if enviros wanted to
get most of what they asked for in the new forest plan,
they had to offer up something in return. Namely,

they needed to go to Judge Dwyer and ask him to .

release some of the sales he had halted as posing a
threat to the owl. Many, including the Wilderness
Society, National Wildlife Federation and the Sierra
Club Legal Defense Fund, were ready to give up the
battle at that very moment. But others held out.

Then Clinton rolled out his big gun: Bruce Babbitt,

Secretary of the Interior and former president of the

. League of Conservation Voters. Babbitt—who only

offers carrots to industry—came carrying a big stick.
For one he knew exactly how to scare the hell out of
his former colleagues: Threaten them with “suffi-
ciencylanguage,” alaw passed by Congress that allows
agencies, such as the Forest Service and BLM, toviolate
laws like the Endangered Species Act with impunity.
Unless they were willing to go along, the Clinton
administration would be forced to ask Congress (then
controlled by the Dems, remember) to enact a legisla-
tive rider that would overturn the injunctions. And
maybe something much worse.

The deal was struck with little dissent. The most
notable exception was Larry Tuttle, then head of
the Oregon Natural Resources Council (ONRC).
Tuttle refused to sign off on the deal and the Sierra
Club Legal Defense Fund (desperate to retain its
clout with the ad-
ministration and re-
coup handsome legal
fees) threatened to
“fire” ONRC as it’s
client. Tuttle was sav-
agely undercut by
ONRC'’s conserva-
tion director, Andy
Kerr. To his enor-
mous credit, Tuttle
left ONRC shortly
after this debacle and
has now started up a
feisty group in Port-
land called the Center
for Environmental Eq-
uity, which has taken
on theminingindus-
try, the big ranches
and the energy com-
panies. Since the
“deal of shame,”
ONRC—despite be-
ing rewarded with
lavish handouts
from the top foun-
_ dations—has veered
close to bankruptcy, proving that it’s tough to
keep fooling your members.

Interestingly, the plan didn’t stop the logging of
ancient forests. In fact, more than 35 percent of the
remaining spotted owl habitat was put into a free-
fire zone called the matrix, where logging could go
forward just like the good old days. But even the
remaining 65 percent of old-growth forest wasn’t
safe. Although the plan said these lands were put in
a category called late successional/old-growth re-
serves, these zones were not off limits to logging.
The plan’s fine print allowed these lands to be, in
Babbitt’s unforgettable phrase, cut for their own
good. Ecological logging—considered a joke during

s
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. the Bush era—came into its own with a vengeance.

Whenthegreen groups and theirlawyers approached
Dwyer with the outlines of this deal, he was skeptical.
He harshly questioned the enviros’ lawyers. He noted
again and again that the Clinton plan was the bare
minimum that minimalist laws would tolerate.
Whether this would save the owl from extinction,
Dwyer said, he couldn’t be sure. But unfortunately the
case wasn’t about the owl; it was about following

. proper procedure. Dwyer had no choice. He had to let

the injunction go and he had to approve the new
Clinton forest plan—there simply wasn’t any opposi-
tion to it. However, the judge did issue a warning: If
any element of the plan wasn’t putinto action, itslegal

RTOF LAST RESORT

standing would crumble and an even more sweeping
injunction could be in the offing.

The plan was undermined from the very beginning.
First of all, the science behind the plan was makeshift.
It grossly overestimated the number of owls, marbled
murrelets and salmon in the region and downplayed

 how badly these species would be hurt by the amount
.of logging scheduled by the plan. Then, old-growth

reserves took a big hit when thousands of acres were
clearcut as a result of the release of the sales formerly
protected under the original Dwyer injunction. This
was followed by the Salvage Rider, signed into law by

.Clinton in 1995, which consigned several thousand

more acres of old growth to the chainsaw.

Then the Forest Service got some bad news:
Planned timber sales in marbled murrelet habitat
in coastal forests were halted by a federal court.
Instead of canceling the sales and returning the
down payments to the logging companies, the
Clinton administration offered rewards of “like
volume” on non-murrelet forests. This meant that
the companies were given old growth in the Cas-
cade Range. Much of this was inside old-growth
reserves and was prime spotted owl habitat.

By 1998, the evidence was clear. The Clinton
plan was driving the owl to extinction much faster
than the old cutting plans of the Bush era that
Dwyer had swatted down as illegal. The Forest
Service’s own biologists found that across its range
the spotted owl was declining at more than eight
percent per year since the Clinton plan had been
put into effect. In California, the rate was even
higher, more than 10 percent per year. But the
most rapid decline was seen on the Olympic
peninsula, where the owls, isolated by geographi-
cal features such as Puget Sound and by millions of
acres of corporate land clearcut by Weyerhaeuser,
Simpson, ITT-Rayonier and John Hancock, were
plummeting at the alarming rate of 12.3 percent
per year. At that rate, the Olympic peninsula owl

. will be extripated in seven years. Maybe less.

The owl is not going alone. Marbled murrelet
populations, doomed by increased cutting on pri-
vate lands under a clutch of Habitat Conservation
Plans blessed by Babbitt, may be in even worse
shape, but their population trends are much more
difficult to track. Same with the coho salmon and
runs of sea-run cutthroat trout. Pacific fisher, pine
marten, red tree voles, bull trout, dozens of sala-
manders, mollusks and deep forest wildflowers,
such as the candystick plant, aren’t far behind.

All of this was quite clear more than a year ago,
and nobody did a thing. In fact, when a lawsuit was
finally filed by ONRC and 13 other cautious outfits,
such as Tim McKay’s Northcoast Environmental
Center, they didn’t cite the damage done to these
plants and animals by Clinton’s logging plan. In-
stead, they retreated to familiar procedural argu-
ments, arguing that the administration had failed to
survey for many of these species before green light-
inglogging plans. The suit was so timid thatitdidn’t
even request an injunction when it was originally
filed more than a year ago. But when Dwyer got the
chance, he slammed the Clinton administration
despite the sheepishness of the lawsuit. Simply put,
Dwyer castigated the Forest Service and BLM for

- repeatedly violating their own logging plan.

While the big green groups were pursuing their
procedural arguments (the surest route to recouping
your attorneys’ fees), the Native Forest Council, Friends
of Brietenbush Cascades and Chad Hanson were filing
suit in Dwyer’s court asking for a halt to all logging in
the region. They came armed with powerful evi-
dence—the Forest Service’s own data on the spotted
owl’s rapid decline. This is precisely the kind of in-
house evidence that Dwyer used to issue his first
injunction on the owl back in 1989.

According to Tim Hermach, head of the Eugene-
based Native Forest Council, his group will soon file a
motion to have their case consolidated with the
monitoring case so that Dwyer can use the evidence in
their brief to expand his injunction across all federal

“forest lands in the spotted owl region. It’s about time

this courageous judge is put in the same courtroom
with courageous plaintiffs.
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BY PHIL KNIGHT

In mid-July I had the pleasure of visit-
ing the Granby River area of south-cen-
tral British Columbia, an area identified
by Native Forest Network’s Last Refuge
Campaign as a highly threatened
roadless region worthy of international
protection and attention.

The Granby Provincial Park, created
in 1995, encompasses much of the
longest undeveloped watershed re-
maining in British Columbia’s (BC)
southern interior. The beautiful, clear
waters of the Granby River flow into
the Kettle River, which crosses the US/
Canadian border three times before
emptying into the Columbia River.

However, theheadwaters of the Granby
and Kettle Rivers are in grave danger. All virgin water-
sheds around the park are slated for severe logging. In
these watersheds the Forest Practices Code allows
clearcutting up to the edges of small streams. That
practice (denied to loggers of US national forests) clogs
streams with sediment and promotes spring flooding
in BCand US communities. Moreover, most unroaded
wilderness around the Granby and nearby Gladstone
Provincial Parks will be roaded and logged by the year
2003, according to Forest Development plans.There
areas surround the wild core of the parks and will turn
intothe ever-more-typical degraded landscape of roads,
clearcuts, landslides and vanishing wildlife.

Traverse Creek

The Granby Park’s border left out a crucial compo- -

nent: the Traverse Creek area. A spectacular mix of
" canyon, old-growth cedar/hemlock forest, grizzly bear
habitat and historic native trails, these 1,900 hectares
form the gateway to Granby. In fact, most visitors to
Granby never leave the Traverse Creek area, thinking
they’ve seen the park. But they haven’t, and they
*would be sad to know the wilderness they’ve enjoyed
is due for logging by the Pope and Talbot lumber
company of Portland, Oregon.
The Traverse Creek area is proposed as a stand-alone
provincial park which would function as an addition

Granby River in the Traverse Creek area.

Stop THE Swap CONTINUES,

to the Granby Wilder-
ness. The BC govern-
menthasresponded to
pleas for protection
with an insulting pro-
posal of a 100-meter
protected corridor on
either side of theriver.

David Simm of the
Friends of Granby En-
vironmental Society
and I hiked into the
Traverse Creek area,
encountering a black
bear on the way and
walkingamong fantas-
ticold-growth western
red Cedar along the
rushing Granby River.
Wealso saw theresults
of a recent landslide
which originated in
an old (late ‘80s)
clearcut over one Kki-
lometer above the Granby River. The slide de-
stroyed a small tributary and dumped tons of boul-
ders and sediment directly into the River.
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The Granby Grizzly

The Granby wilderness, including the Traverse Creek
area, is home to the Granby grizzly bear, a small
population which has adapted to dry-land conditions
and may be genetically unique. Dr. Brian Horejsi, an

independent Canadian wildlife scientist and forester,

recently released a comprehensive report on the
status of the Boundary-Granby grizzly population
concluding that these bears are endangered, with no
more than 30-50 adult bears present. Even though
grizzlies are no longer legally hunted in the region,
past and planned logging and roads around the
protected areas and along the Burrell Creek corridor

will fragment the bear’s habitat impeding migration:

between Granby and Gladstone Parks. For a copy of
Dr. Horejsi's excellent report on the Granby-Gladstone
grizzly bear population, contact Brian L. Horejsi,
Western Wildlife Environments Consulting Ltd., POB
84006, PO Market Mall, Calgary, ABT3A 5C4, Canada.

The Sinixt Nation
The Granby Wilderness and all surrounding lands
are the traditional, unceded territory of the Sinixt

L

First Nation, alsa known as the Arrow Lakes People,
who in 1956 were wrongly declared “extinct” by the
Canadian government. The Sinixt have survived di-
sasters, snallpox epidemics and rampant white greed
to maintain their lineage and their connection with
the land. The Granby area contains culturally modi-
fied trees which show historic human use (stripping
forbark, etc.) withoutkilling the trees. The Sinixt have
quietly returned to other parts of their homeland,
such as the Slocan Valley. For more information
contact the Sinixt Nation, Gr. 16-C2, Whitelaw, BC
VOG 2G0, Canada; amt@teleport.com.

Recommendations from the Granby

Wilderness Society

There is a way to make Granby Provincial Park truly
a park, preserve water quality and grizzly habitat, and
promote ecotourism in the region. That is to draw
the boundaries correctly, to give the Traverse Creek
area the designation of “Goal 2” Protected Area
under the Kootenay-Boundary Land Use Plan. In-
terim recommendations to protect a total of only
100 meters on both sides of the Granby River
would lead to a ludicrous situation: In the US, a

_ reserve of 91 meters on each side of any fish

bearing stream is part of doing business.

In addition, Pope and Talbot must discontinue the
cutting of old-growth forests and start making more
out of less trees, rather than 2x4s for export, thereby
creating more jobs. And across the province, the Min-
istry of Forests must shift its policies away from volume
driven logging, toward forestry sensitive to ecosystems.
Finally, the provincial government must enact legisla-
tion protecting endangered species habitat.

Maybe then, visitors to Granby or any other BC park
can feel confident that they are seeing the real thing,
instead of a park that is not a park but just a pretty
picture disguising its own ongoing destruction.

To help protect the Traverse Creek area write to
Derek Thompson, Land Use Coordination Office,
POB 9426, Stn. Provincial Government, Victoria, BC

.V8W 9V1, Canada. Also write to Mr. Peter T. Pope,

Chairman Pope and Talbot Inc., 1500 SW First Ave.,
Portland, OR 97201.

For more information contact Nadine Dechiron,
the Granby Wilderness Society, POB 2532, Grand
Forks, BC VOH 1HO, Canada; (250) 442-8210;
gws@sunshinecable.cgm, or David Simm, Friends of
the Granby Environmental Society, POB 1802, Grand
Forks, ' BC VOH 1HO, Canada; (250) 442-3556;
granby@bc.sympatico.com.

that the Forest Service was compelled to grant us a Special Use Permit to “occupy
temporary structures on the ground and in the trees” through October 31. That'’s
right, we are thle first federally permitted treesit!

Watch Mountain is not the only Gifford Pinchot National Forest rural sacrifice

continued from front page

They threatened to call off the deal unless the trade could be completed quicker.
Charlie Raines acceded and began working in secret, with Plum Creek and
Washington Senators Slade Gorton and Patty Murray, to craft a rider to subvert
public input. The spending bill and rider passed in October 1998.

On July 11, the night before the deeds were available to change hands, the CDN
found a tree, which they named Homestead, on Watch Mountain and began to
climb. Two treesits were up within 24 hours, and Plum Creek and the Forest Service
were notified. Meanwhile, Plum Creek employed a sophisticated radar system to

search their new parcels for endangered marbled murrelets. Birds were foundon the -

Green River parcels, and suddenly the deal came to a screeching halt. With the
exchange on hold, the on-going outreach in Randle went into overdrive, fueled by
mainstream media from Seattle that had never seen a tree village in Washington.

A most unlikely love affair has blossomed. On our side, we bathe and change
before we go into town, we don’t steal, and we thoroughly fulfill our vow to a sober
and drug-free basecamp. In return, we have received such gifts as all the firewood
and food we can use, a free apartment to serve as an office and an ex-mill worker
and a local boy scout who spend nights in the trees. The Taidnapum Kowlitchk
Illahee, original inhabitants, have given us permission to
occupy the forest to defend it. The locals have formed
Friends of East Lewis County and have written numerous
letters, sent a town-wide mailing and have begun a phone
banking project. The town is beginning to sport purple “Stop
the Swap” signs in businesses and truck windows. A treesitter/
town picnic is planned for the end of the month. No day
passes without several visitors from town.

Homestead now bears a 120 square-foot “donut” platform
and via a rubber-wrapped walkway through Sunrise and
Meditation (the other occupied trees) one arrives at a 64
square-foot “spider” suspended in mid-air from four ancient
trees. Taking a cue from the Winberry treesit we have begun
installation of a water system and have rocket stoves in the
trees for above-ground, fossil fuel-free cooking. The tree
village is so popular with locals and powerful in its message
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Raise your hand if you want the swap to stop.
Town meeting in Randle, Washington

zone. Fossil Creek is the name given to nearly 2,800 acres of incredible multi-
species, multi-age, midelevation ancient forest doomed to be cut in the current
legislation. Plum Creek wants out of Green River because the murrelets have

- stopped the cut. We want Watch Mountain and Fossil Creek back. To do so will

require the classic combination of mainstream groups working the politicians,
grassroots groups organizing locals and direct action activists in the woods letting
the corporation know that the deal is not as sweet as it first thought. Fighting a
timber company known both for exporting more than half of its logs completely
unprocessed and for a legal team successful at fending off downhill citizens
washed out by Plum Creek landslides is proving easier than expected. -

There are lots of ways that you can be involved in this incredible campaign. Let
Plum Creek know some of the things they might face trying to cut Watch
Mountain or Fossil Creek at 999 31d Ave., Seattle, WA 98104; (206) 467-3600. Let
The Sierra Club, 408 C st. NE, Washington DC 20002; (202) 675-6699 know what
you think of its efforts in conjunction with Plum Creek, the senators and riders.
Let Senators Patty Murray, US Senate, Washington DC 20510; (202) 224-2621 and
Slade Gorton, US Senate, Washington DC 20510; (202) 224-3441 know that
politically weak rural areas are not sacrifice zones for urbanites.

Titles are targeted for transfer October 31. Land
exchanges are the timber beast’s next wave to un-
lock ecosystem protections. This is the first volley of
direct action against them. The alliance between a
timber town and radical activists is the stuff dreams
are made of. We need sitters, ground support and in
town grassroots organizers NOW. Let us introduce
you to the cutest bunch of elders you could possibly
imagine. We might even send you on a ride around
town with Francis Looney’s father, John, still be-
hind the wheel at age 96.

For information, to send donations or to pur-
chase a 30 minute video on land exchanges and
the Watch Mountain treesit contact Cascadia
Defense Network, POB 718, Randle, WA 98377;
(360) 497-2333; cdn@chickmail.com.
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BY COYOTE

With the world in the state of af-
fairs it’s in and Y2K on the horizon,
it’s a good idea to start searching out

and using alternative methods of per- -

forming everyday tasks without rely-
ing on the capitalist infrastructure.
Cooking is a good example. Instead
of electric or gas ranges, other op-
tions are available. Where a fire may
be unsuitable, a rocket stove could be
just the item. A rocket stove is a low
mass, insulated wood burning stove.

One pound of dry wood releases
about 8,600 British thermal units
(Btu) of energy when burned. Trees
can act like batteries; they store en-
ergy collected from sunlight!

Wood is like a battery that has
been storing energy for decades. By
using wood efficiently, people can
cook food using branches and twigs
instead of split logs.

-Rocket stoves are based on an inge-
nious combination of principles. The
combustion chamber is insulated in
order to keep the fire hot and burn
the wood more completely, reduc-
ing smoke from uncombusted fuel.
Rocket stoves are low mass, robbing
less heat from the pot. An insulated
chimney creates a very strong-draft
which helps the wood burn more
fiercely. Since the stove operates at
very high temperatures, there is very
little smoke, and it is possible to
cook directly over the chimney.

Supplies needed: one gallon tin

~ Drawing #2

can and lid (#10 can); four soup
cans; insulated material (wood ash
or pumnice). Tools needed: tin shears;
can opener; hammer; flathead
screwdriver; hacksaw; marker. ‘
Step 1. With the can opener,

cut the ends off the soup cans. &

Notice the diameter of the cans. .
Trace the outline of a soup can in
the middle of the lid of the large
can. Be sure it’s centered. With
your screwdriver and hammer,
punch a hole in the lid large
enough to fit the tin shears into. -

With the tin shears, cut a holein the

center of the lid that fits snugly
around the soup can.

Step 2. Cut a hole the diameter of
a soup can in the #10
can. Thisis your stove
body. Cut the hole
about one and one
half inches up from
the bottom of the can
(see drawing #2). Use
a marker to draw a
cutting guide. Turn
the can on its side and use the hack-
saw to cut a slot in the can within
the pattern. Use the screwdriver to

enlarge the slot and tin shears to cut

out the hole. You want a snug fit.

Step 3. In order to assemble the
chimney and feed chamber, three
soup cans need to be joined in the
following way.

. A.Cutaholein one
soup can about one 1
inch from thebottom.
Do this in the same
way you cut the hole
in the #10 can and at
the same height so
that the soup can will
fit through the #10
can and into the in-
ner can (see drawing #3).

B. With the third can, cut small
thin slits, close together, around one
end using tin shears. Don’t cut them
too long. :

Drawing #3

Drawing #4

L b Build A Rocket Stove

C. After cutting the end
of the can, push the
crimped end into the up-
per end of the soup can
~with the third hole.
This forms your chim-
ney (see drawing #4).
D. Position the
chimney and feed
chamber in
the stove
body.
E. Next fill
the stove
body with insulation.
Wood ash works well.
Pack it in around the
soup cans. This serves
to stabilize thie chimney
and feed chamber. Fill
the can to about one
inch below the top (see
drawing #5).

Step 4. Now cut
flanges to support the
lid of your stove. Using
the tin shears, cut three flanges about
one inch long and one inch wide at
three spots evenly spaced around
the top of the stove body. Then bend
them into the.can so they rest on top
of the insulation.

Step S. If the top of your chimney
extends above the top of the stove, cut
the top can to the level of the outer

shell. Then cut three smaller supports
in the chimney can and bend them
out towards the shell. This forms the
support for your lid. Now that the
body of your stove is completed, fit

&

the hole in the lid over the chim-

ney and down onto the supports,
covering the insulation.
Step 6. Next a shelf needs to be
cut for the feed chamber. Cut your
fourth can open with tin shears. Cut
along the seam and pound flat with the
hammer. When flat, cut out a shelf the
width of the can extending from the
stove. Cutslots in the can and slide the
shelf into the slots (see drawing #6).

<=y

i

Drawing #5

A rocket stove works well because a
strong draft is created.

To use the stove:

Drop kindling in the top and light
through the feed chamber. As fire
catches, continue to feed in sticks and
twigs by laying them in toward the
fire. Allow the free flow of air under
the shelf as this provides the draft.
Your pot is placed on top of the stove
(see drawing #1). Be sure to allow
sufficient out flow of hot gases. You
may need to adjust the height of your
pot from the surface of your stove or

cut wider flange slots to allow hot air

to flow out from the pot. Practice!
Have fun! Practice building and
cooking with your rocket stove.

Consider using a haybox (an

insulated fireless cooker) as an

additional step in the cooking

process. After bringing your pot

to a boil, seal it in the haybox to
finish cooking. :

I am proud I was able to contrib-

ute to the welfare of the forest by
sending stoves out to the treesitters at
Winberry and Fall Creek but even
more proud of the people in the trees
who took the initiative to stop con-

. suming corporate packaged fuels like

white gas. Remember, self reliance
and working closely with your imme-
diate community is key to surviving.
Prepare and survive.

For more information contact
APROTECH at (541) 684-8603.

cut one
inch slots
midway in
opening

INTERCOM WRENCHING

7% (PAUSE) 80

BY JEN KriLL

As most of you probably know Home Depot is the
largest retailer of old-growth forest products in the
world. On the shelves of over 700 stores you can find
products ripped out of the heart of every major threat-
ened forest on the planet.

The 22 percent of the world’s remaining old-growth
forests are home to the majority of the world’s cultural
and biological diversity, and we are losing more and
more every day. The continued sale of products
derived from these forests must stop in order to turn
the tide of mass destruction. For the past year a
growing coalition of grassroots forest activists have
put pressure on Home Depot.

There have been actions at hundreds of Home
Depots throughout North America, ranging from
dead rainforest tours to banner hangs and lockdowns.
Home Depot’s response has been a trail of broken
promises as it tries to lie and greenwash this problem
away. It tried to fund a Run for the Rainforest. It
launched a massive Earth Day tree planting cam-
paign for kids (in their parking lots). And it contin-
ues to deceive the general public with advertising
touting their concern about the environment.

Now is the time for all activists who have been
keeping the heat on the Depot to take this struggle to
the heartsand minds of the customer. Let’s cut through

Home Depot’s corporate propaganda, and hit it with

our most powerful weapon—the truth!

An exciting new tactic is coming of age in this
campaign: intercom activism. At stores across the
continent ingenious activists have found ways to
utilize Home Depot’s public announcement (PA) sys-
tem to educate customers about rainforest destruc-
tion. We've heard from sources high up that intercom
takeovers have been one of the most powerful forces
in this campaign—so let’s notch it up!

There is a code by which you can use any phone
in the store. There are usually two or three per aisle,
but don’t forget those out-of-the-way ones in the
garden center and near the bathrooms in the back.
For most stores the code is 7# (pause) 80. Some
stores have changed the code because the tactic
has been so effective. But this shouldn’t stop the
committed forest defender. 7

Since all Home Depots rely heavily upon their PA
system for announcements, price checks, etc., getting
the new code is as easy as requesting a price check and
looking over the employee’s shoulder when he punches
it in. Individuals can also scan the extension lists
posted near random phones. ,

A few pointers to keep your intercom takeovers
effective: Remember we are confronting Home Depot’s
lies, not its employees. Don't swear. The idea is to

educate customers, not to offend them. Don't yell."

Don’t run. Leave when asked to leave. Expect to be
approached by security and ousted from the store.

Look them calmly in the eye, smile and be polite.
Know what you want to say. Practice your rap in
advance. Short pithy announcements are best so that
you can be quick and do several announcements
before getting caught. Consider your announcement
as a performance in which you use tone of voice and
emphasis on certain words to drive the point home.
Speak clearly and slowly no matter how nervous you
are. Be prepared to cut it short when security ap-
proaches. Act as if you belong in the store. For some of
us this may mean dressing up. Gather props to help
you look like a shopper. Remain calm. Don’t allow
yourself to be provoked. Be on your best activist
behavior, be careful and have fun.

By coordinating a small group posing as shoppers
you can spread out around the store. Individuals can
make an announcement whenever timely, then
quickly and discreetly move away. You can really raise
quite a ruckus before security finally boots you all.

If busted by Home Depot security act politely, butlet
them know that you feel their customers have a right
to know the truth about Home Depot’s business
practices. If they ask you to leave and you don't, you
may be risking arrest. Often times it is effective to
bring someleaflets so that after you’vebeen kicked out
you can flyer. Once you’ve saturated the store and
been booted out, head on to the next one and start
over. If you live in an urban area you should be able to
hit several stores in a couple of hours. Have fun!

For questions, insights or collaborative measures
contact the Old-Growth Campaign at the Rainforest

. Action Network, 221 Pine Street Suite 500, San Fran-

cisco, CA 94104; (415) 398-4404; jkrill@ran.org.
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Broken Solidarity in San Luis

continued from page 3
We all become afraid at times. Fear is a major obstacle to any revolution. Be
it fear of death, change or justlosing simple comforts. People seemed afraid that
day of making the commitment to actually be arrested when they knowingly
walked on that mountain. Also, there was a fear of losing the connection they
felt they made with the workers. Moreover, there was a fear that things would
return to a violent situation. Some were afraid to face the community and their
friends because they felt they let them down by not opposing certain decisions.
Fear is a natural part in any action and becomes a problem when we let it control
our actions.
Police use intimidation at almost every action. We try to combat this by
discussing pastincidents to

ping the pillage of the area. Instead, the discussion remained devoted toward
scab workers. This was accomplished by inviting the loggers to join our
consensus process. Loggers that were asked to join the process by radical anti-
industrial logging activists.

Most activists believe they come to San Luis to support cross-cultural commu-
nity organizing, to protest logging and to be on the frontlines in defense of La
Sierra. It seemed that day, some felt there was a better tactic to take by
organizing the loggers, also. Why then, didn’t these activists stay? Especially if
these loggers touched people and changed the face of frontline activism for
some, forever. Nothing changed for the people here. The people who have been
here, will remain here and will keep fighting, until the mountain is once again
commons and the injustices to this area are stopped.

San Luis activists who remain here realize that whenever .we work on a

campaign we need to be true

better prepare ourselves for
the future. Aside from the
intimidation given on this
occasion in the form of vio-
lent pain-compliance tac-
tics, risk of arrest, etc., there
was a new one that few of
us have had to deal with.
Intimidation came from
within our own group. Ris-
ing out of some people’s
fears around these new con-
nections, a subtle form of
intimidation appeared-in
ways to keep the group -
from discussing the com-
munity, La Sierra and all
the amazing species whose

672-3012; afr@amigo.net.
existence depends on stop-

/. 4 I .-
ToRrTURE IN GUERRERO

‘together with ecologists from along the
coast to form a local organization,
Ecologistas de la Sierra de Petatldn. They
protested to the legal authorities, lodg-
ing their official complaints about what
was happening and how local environ-
mental laws were being violated, and
requested action. Locals would travel

continued from page 1
The contractual arrangement also
allowed the company to avoid liabil-
ity for any violations of local envi-
ronmental laws, which are rarely
enforced. Workers would earn $4.75
a day (one-thirtieth of what they
would pay workers in the US) to cut
and deliver logs to Boise Cascade.
Because of scant capacity in the
region for research and data collec-
tion, it is difficult to report the full
impacts of logging on local
biodiversity. However, it is safe to
say that in forest ecosystems with
such high degrees of species diver-

the coastal towns to look for support
and toshowup at the ) dust
and government,
reported theircl
knew abo
de Petatla
volatile eve

sity and endemism, large-scale log- Some con

ging almost always leaves a destruc-  endless logg

tive legacy. - theirtinyvillagetoads
One of the problems was the im-  a toll booth to.golle

pacts of logging on local water sup-
plies. The region’s poor farmers,
campesinos, depend on the availabil-
ity of water, which requires healthy
forests upstream in the hills above
their fields. Many farmers opposed
signing the logging contracts out of
fear for their access to water. Once
supplies began to diminish, people
found themselves with less and less
water for growing food, cooking,
washing clothes, dishes and them-
selves and even for drinking. As a
result, community opposition be-
came more visible, and so did the
government’s repression.

One of the people singled out for
repression, Rodolfo Montiel Flores,
has been a leading critic of the log-

soldiers to the

Several peoplewho pub gl;@resmte

loggmg were dragged fr m thelr
% -

Ultimately, w
ties took direct

a,')

ging. Rodolfo is a campesino. He from the 1egio

owns no land and must work on  gingwasamajori gze&
other people’s land to support his ~ one of the world
family. They live in a small village timber corp

called El Mameyal, where their tin-
roofed shack rests along a dirt road
with other similar dwellings. These
are the people whose lives were to
be enriched by new foreign invest-
ment, 'but instead they found na-
ture being extracted.

L Rodolfo united other campesinos

most 1mpresslve
and his colﬁg

r * B
TAYLOR RAancH €HANGES HANDS

For Sale: Taylor Ranch; 54,000 acres in the beautiful Sangre de Cristos; pinyon-juniper, spruce,
ponderosa and a 14,000-foot mountain; wonderful views and lots of elk; you can walk all over the
local people; sunny days and lots of chili verde; $15 million, price negotiable. What a bargain!

Yes, Zachary Taylor has sold the Taylor Ranch for a reported $13.5 million to Western
Properties Investors (WPI). Little is know of this company, however, Lou Pai who purchased
23,000 actes from Taylor Ranch in 1997 is thought to be involved. Yet it is difficult to determine
the real owners since Lou Pai’s law firm sits on the board of this new company.

WPI has stated it wants to be “good neighbors,” but has only opened a limited dialogue with
the community. What are their real intentions and why do they have only lawyers on their
board? The communities of the Culebra River have an unsure future ahead with this mysterious
company. The activists of Ancient Forest Rescue can only wait, continue organizing and prepare
legal action that may shut down the logging. La lucha sigue!

For more information contact Ancient Forest Rescue at POB 762, San Luis, CO 81152; (719)

e e e el

for hours down from the mountains to

* i eodoro*Ca rrGarcia, was arrested.

to ourselves, our boundaries
and beliefs. To get involved
because we can remain true
toour commitments, not be-
cause we’re action junkies.
We must stand strong and
speak out to what we feel no
matter how tired, in shock
or against the group we are
because we’ll never know
whenit'll be the biggest mis-
take of our life not to do so.
Lastly, to always respect the
land, species, allies and
people we fight for. Without
that we are no better than
the greedy bastards who are
destroying the splendor that

—ANCIENT FOREST RESCUE surrounds us.

ing the value of these lands. \

2. Globalization and the environ-
ment: Up until now, NAFTA’s envi-
ronmental story was the toxic mess
on the border. What has yet to be
recognized is how this same process
of trade expansion and economic
integration is fueling the destruc-
tion of Mexico’s forests.

3. Corporate responsibility: As US
companies abandon clearcut lands
and poison communities in the US,
they increasingly shop for jurisdic-
tions where environmental and la-
bor regulatory burdens are lighter.
Under currentimbalanced rules, new
foreign investment is extracting
wealth from local host communi-
ties, rather than creating real im-
proved living standards.

4. Human rights and the environ-
ment: Rodolfo’s story reveals two
important relationships between
the two issues: How environmental
destruction itself can lead to hu-
man rights violations, as in this case
with access to water, and direct vio-
lent repression against people who
are defending the natural environ-

- ment. In a terrifying global trend
visible from California’s redwood
forests to the Niger Delta, individu-
als who attempt to protect the envi-
ronment are becoming the targets
of brutal repression.

5. Poor people and the environ-
ment: Rodolfo’s accomplishments

recognition for his achievements, he is
now being brutally punished for his ac-
tions. Although he never received any
assistance from abroad while thelogging
was happening, he needs support from
the international community now.
Since the logging ended, armed men
have threatened Rodolfo several times
at public forums and even in front of
newspaper reporters. For the past year,
Boise Cascade’s local contractors have
called for Rodolfo’s arrest. They accused
him of trafficking weapons and narcot-
ics agd even being amember of an “eco-
organization.”
2, federal troops found
ing clothes with a friend on
small village, Pizotla.
many, witnesses, soldiers
ill ootlng and killed
%,Rodolfo along with

environ- challenge the stereotype that poor
ipesino and  people do not care about the envi-
national ronment and that they are one of its

greatest destroyers. Here we see that
it is often the poorest of people who
rely on a healthy environment. )
For more information contact
Pat Rasmussen, American Lands
Alliance, 726 7th Street SE, Wash-
ington DC; (509) 548-7640;
prasmussen@igc.apc.org or
Silvestre Pacheco Leon (speaks
only Spanish), Mar Muerto, # 87
Colonia Infonavit, La Parota, CP
40880 Zihuatenejo, Guerrero,
Mexico; (52) 7- 554-4205; 554-

4228 (fax). J

e § ®
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international
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- RELATIVELY PRECIOUSSS m E

I awoke lAST Night standing in The middle of A ClEARCUT

‘0N A mounTainside far fRom camp,

And amidst the wailing & moaning of lost souls in ThE full moonlighr,
I found A diavond glimrering on the ground.

G

I wish I'd of ler it be.

Dammir.

HiNG less Than astounded 10 see A

For when I picked it up | wa
it had become A man:
A fullGrOwN man in his hand.

| dropped ir.

- Now ler iv nor be said 1
and I'm sure you/ll Ag

as dangerous

.t

jus

/

Gin fagass hippies,

Clear as cut glass and

 diavonds. .
D|AM0Nds, di
' iamonds.

As four unemple eballs Gleavi ishment upon The Moonlimy

Hiqivs of babies,
all pukqu and shmqu ,.;d d dying and roming

iN A SQUIRMING, festering Heap

«Then | woke up,
beneath a fullmoon,
in The middle of A clearcur.

Grasshopper A.k.A. V-Kelly

Send poems to Warnor Poets Soc1ety, ASUC Box 361 Berkeley, CA 94 720-4510
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continued from page 3
Dear diarrhea brain stems (dbs/SFB),

INK, INK, INK. That’s the sound of more
fruitless words scratching across news-
print. Specifically the Lughnasadh edito-
rial. Who wants to make the world rel-
evant to EF!, or EF! relevant to the world!
You all should think a lot more about who
your audience is. It's not the majority of
working class and poor people—it’s the
youth and people who are
already psyched to
fight hard for the
lands they
love—or just
for the hell of
it.

Thereareno
“realistic alterna-
tives” toindustri-
alism. Most of us
do know enough
about what revolution entails
and how hard it will be. Community orga-
nizing? The editorial talks about the Black

Panthers and Young Lords—brave people, -

but failed experiments and poor role mod-
els. Besides we now face a very different
world—and time is relevant for the spe-
cies that are dying and the system that
threatens to take most of us down with it.
If generals are always fighting the last
war... activists always debate the past and...
the wrong mistakes. To actually prevent war
or to envision possible futures takes a lot
more creative effort and risk than simply
whining... and “keeping busy” reaching out
to people so downtrodden they shovel
McDonalds into their mouths with all the
gusto of a retirement home cafeteria.
Many treesits in the Northwest struggle
joyously to overcome the movement'’s per-
ceived problems with social concerns and
cultural insensitivity. They are building
community with their wildnessin the wild.
They are practicing anarchy and redefin-
ing both environmentalism and the mean-
ing of community. We warmly welcome
poor people in the cities to come experi-
ment with us in a real community. All we
have to offer the cities is sanctuary when
the system finally collapses from its sick-
ness and the lack of community on which
it was built. Hurry—for all of our sakes.
—TREE-FROG AND ZITTSY

Dear Journalistas,

I read David Rovics’
article in. the recent
Journal and would like
to point out that po-
etryisimportant to the
movement too. I am
submitting the follow-
ing response. |

The Power of Poetry

I. What's poetry to an Earth
Firstler? II. What’s Earth First!
to a poet? g "

I. Earth First! calls itself a
movement, and movements
need cultural glue. Poetry,
songs and graphics are all
forms of cultural glue. Fur-
thermore, as Steve Steel
puts it, amovement with-
out leaders relies heavily on
symbols to keep everyone going in
the same direction, i.e. moving. The pro-
duction, use and ownership of symbols
thus becomes extremely important. A line
or image that sticks in the mind of every-
one that hears it becomes part of a shared
reality and hence, identity.

II. Poets have traditionally participated

=

in social movements; this we know. The .
poet either tries to articulate the’

movement’s goals or philosophy, in which
case he might simply function as a propa-
gandist, or else use the fact of those goals
as material to write his poems from. The
first is an act of architecture; the second
way, an act of singing. Yet no poet stands
alone, outside the natural world:. With
one foot in the cultural and the other in
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the natural, he strides like a colossus. Out
of the natural world birdsong, trees, wind,
rain, bear grunts and wolf howls. At least
that’s what the poet is capable of; yet few
do it successfully or well—especially to-
day. It's almost as if poets who do are a
kind of throwback—look at John Clare—
self-taught, the ‘Peasant Poet’—who spent
most of his time wandering the fields
listening to birds, then the end of his life
in an insane asylum. Or Robinson
Jeffers—like Clare famous for
15 minutes, then studi-
ously ignored by the in-
telligentsia—the soci-
ety of the powerful.
Jeffers’ sin wasn’t that
he wrote about nature,
but that his politics
were anti-war—at a
time when almost every-
body else was getting be-
hind the war effort (this was WW
IT). Robert Frost managed to get it right,
but-later suffered a period of disfavor
when the rest of society became anti-
war—the intelligentsia, anyway. .
The poetry of these three “throwbacks”
is still popular—when it is accessible. And
access is determined by publishers, teach-
ers, critics with their own agenda. What
made these poets so popular and gave
them their authority? Simply this—they
were keen observers of the natural world,
and it shows in their poetry. And since we
are losing the natural world more and
more each day, there is a nostalgia for
what people miss from their lives. Of course
if you never had it you can’t miss it, and
that’s the weakness of nature poetry—as
nature disappears it loses context. And art
without context is just pretty pictures on
amuseum wall somewhere—hardly some-
thing that affects your daily life.

So—what'’s Earth First! toa poet? Simply -

a refreshing view of things, an ability to
imagine what it would be like without the
cement, without the asphalt. An attitude
thatit’s notonly o.k. to dream about these
things, but to work out ways of actualizing
them. Earth First!’s visionary edge is what's

missing from much of what’s being writ-

ten today.
—DENNIS FRITZINGER

EF!, .

In your recent publication, Litha, I no-
ticed in the letter to editor section images
of Native Americans. Another thing I no-
“ticed was the absgnce of
womyn natives and

the domi-
nance of male im-
ages. I felt truly sad-
dened with this obser-
vation. In a straight,
white, male-run society,
it is disturbing to see the
dominance of males to carry
over. to representing other
than the white norm. Maybe womyn Na-
tive American images are not as readily
available—but question why. Who wrote
the books the images were taken from?
Who influenced the writer? What gender
was the person who picked the images?
Who edited the pages? Was the absence of
womyn images even noticed? Why or
why not? These are all important ques-
tions to ask—for the producers of the
Journal—and for readers.

As a womyn in our society and as a
womyn activist, I feel the effects of this
misrepresentation and lack of equal re-
spect. While others may never think twice
of the non-representation of womyn na-

tives (or in other areas) I feel it has a
personal and societal effect on womyn as
awhole. This lack of recognition of womyn
continues to show how ingrained sexism
truly is and how much we all need to be
aware of such issues. Until womyn are
equally represented and acknowledged—
then there will continue to be sexism
within our society. As long as there is
sexism (or racism, speciesism, homopho-
bia, ageism, fat-phobia, etc.) Earth will
never be liberated.

' —CHELsEA LiNcOLN

Editor’s note: I agree it’s necessary to keep an
unbiased mind frame especially when reporting
news, but theratio of men towomen in the Litha
issue is equal except for the one SFB page. Your
sentence regarding “lack of recognition” is in-
correct; many of the pictures show women on
the frontlines. I think women’s issues are really
important and we should cover them. But 1 also
think we need to analyze letters and articles
without bias instead of readily agreeing because
of the PC expectations. Please try to judge the
publication as a whole and not
just by making generaliza-
tions based on one page. Y
By the way, the pictures
came from a book pub-
lished in the late
1800'’s. Artists please
send us graphics.

—AG

Dear Friend,

I saw recent Ani-
mals Agenda and was.
impressed about your
organisation. I am a vet
surgeon practicing in Sri
Lanka. We have lots of prob-
lems in clearing of wilderness.

I am sending some copies of
paper cuttings so you would be
able to read them. We have a
wild area called Rumassela—a
beautiful hill in Southern part
of the island. It has very rare
medicinal plants. Even though the news-
papers of our native language have ex-

posed that it is being destroyed, the gov- -

ernment hasn’t yet declared that as a
strictly protected area. It is not yet de-
clared as a protected area even. We may
lose those plant varieties forever. '

Hotel at Ambuluwawa

The Ambuluwawa hillis protected under
the soil Conservation Actsince 1968 and is
located at Gampola. The construction of a
hotel was commenced in March 1997 with-
out obtaining EIA, with the blessing of the
Minister of Forest and Agricult<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>