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Massive Atiack on Minnehaha

BY ASPEN, SPINEY AND TUMBLEWEED

Just after 4 a.m. on December 20, over 600 police officers
descended on our happy home. Code named “Operation
Coldsnap,” the raid on the Minnehaha Free State was the
largest show of police force in Minnesota history. Seven
buildings in the path of the proposed reroute of Highway 55
in southeastern Minneapolis had been occupied by activists
since August. Theraid resulted in 37 arrests and was followed

by the fastest demolition job the city has ever seen. All of the
houses were completely bulldozed and the foundations

were filled in by daybreak. By mid-afternoon, after a light .

snow had fallen over the encampmert, it looked like the
occupation had never existed.

In addition to excessive numbers, police also used exces-
sive force, confronting nonviolent protesters with laser-
sighted automatic weapons and torturing them with pepper
spray and tear gas. In some cases, an unknown pepper-spray-

cn ists and supporters gathered for an emergency response rally following the Minnehaha raid

like gel was applied directly to their eyes. Activists locked
down and in handcuffs were beaten and maced. Oneactivist’s
nose was broken by an officer performing a pain compliance
hold. The ceremonies of the Mendota Mdewakanton Dakota
were brutally cut short and sacred items destroyed. Once in
jail, the detainees were denied medical attention and held
incommunicado in solitary confinement for nearly 48 hours.

After a week of rumors, the raid came with a few hours
warning. Our roving security team spotted a two-mile-
long column of cars,
trucks and buses en-
tering a hangar at the
Minneapolis-St. Paul
International Airport,
one mile south of the
site. Our whistles blew
as Ryder trucks pulled
upinfrontofeachhouse,
disgorging masked,
black-clad police wield-
ingrifles and battering
rams. It was immedi-
ately apparent the au-
thorities knew right
where each and every
barricaded site and lock-down was, despite some having
been built only two weeks prior. Police filled entire
houses with tear gas, choking and nauseating the pro-
testers whose ‘arms were locked into barrels. Many un-
locked voluntarily, only to be pepper-sprayed while
trying to make their way out. Police also tipped over a
tripod while a'sitter was still on top and maced a man
who was sitting on a roof.
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continued on page 28

Operation ‘‘Cremate Monsanto”

BY PROFESSOR INANJUNDASWAMY,
KARNATAKA STATE FARMERS ASSOCIATION

“Dear friends, Monsanto’s field trials
in Karnataka will be reduced to ashes,
starting on Saturday.”

On November 26, two days after the
Indian Minister of Agriculture disclosed
the location of three fields where ge-
netically modified cotton was being
grown, the Karnataka State Farmers
Association (KRRS) announced its
plans to burn the fields.

On November 28, thousands of
farmers occupied and burned down
the threefieldsin front of TV cameras
in an open act of civil disobedience.
These actions were the start of a
direct action campaign by farmers
against biotechnology, called
Operation Cremation Monsanto,
which will not stop until all corporate
killers like Monsanto, Novartis and
Pioneer leave India.

Farmers fight back in India, flaming genetically modified cotton
continues in other countries. The
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The campaign will run under the
following slogans: stop genetic engi-
neering, no patents on life, cremate
Monsanto and bury the World Trade
Organization. There is also a more
specific message directed at all those
who have invested in Monsanto: You
should take your money out before
we reduce it to ashes.

These kinds of actions have the
potential not only to kick the corpo-

rate killers out of our country but
also pose a major challenge to their
survival in the stock markets. Who
wants to invest in a mountain of
ashes orin offices that are constantly
beingsquatted (and if necessary even
destroyed) by activists? For these rea-
sons, we are making an international
call for direct action against
Monsanto and the rest of the biotech
gang. Stopping biotechnology in In-
dia will not be of much help if it

threat that it poses does not stop at
the borders.

This call for action will hopefully
inspire all the people who are already
doing brilliant work against biotech-
nology and those who have not been
active to join hands in a quick, effec-
tive worldwide effort. This is a very
opportune moment to target
Monsanto for its megalomaniacal at-
tempt to monopolize the life indus-

try. It is now going through a hard
time of layoffs and restructuring in a
desperate effort to survive.

It is also a good time to target
Monsanto because recent scandals
have contributed to its profile as a
corporate Killer, as if creating Agent
Orange and bovine growth hormone
weren'’t enough.

We are calling only for nonviolent
direct actions. Nonviolence in this
context means that we should respect
all (non-genetically modified) living
beings, including police officers and
the people who work for these
transnational corporations.

The campaign should proceed in a
decentralized manner, and nobody
should speak on behalf of other people
involved in the campaign without
their consent. However, people are
welcome to report about the actions
of others without pretending to
represent them.

If you want to be informed of what is
going on in India and around the world
on this matter, please send a message to
listproc@gn.apc.org with the message
subscribe pga-ge in the text body or
contact us at swamy.krrs@aworld.net.
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Sod the Politically Tame Tossers

It’'s a large and beautiful world and one I believe worth
fighting for. :

So this is America, home of the brave, land of the free.
When I told people back in the UK I was off to do my thing
at the Earth First! Journal quite a few warned me it’s not like
home. In the US, they said, Earth First! is not into radical
politics. As I'd only been released from prison a few months
earlier (after being convicted on trumped up charges stem-
ming from my work with the Green Anarchist paper), the crew
at home said our kin in the US would not have a clue where
I was coming from.

Idid find out that the folks here don’t understand me—not
because of my politics but due to my weird UK accent and use
of English slang. Well, actually there is a lack of understand-
ing about how things are in the UK. We don’t have old
growth where I live. It was probably cut down and used to
fight the French or something.

After traveling across Canada for a while, I came to the
Journal office and walked into something I was not expect-
ing. Recently, some people back home had called the EF/
Journal “politically tame,” but events in North America had
recently taken a strange turn—a turn that’s is bound to
transform EF!’s “politically tame” status in some people’s
minds. I discovered that after the ELF (or whoever) burnt
Vail, there were Earth Firstlers prepared to stand up to
considerable pressure, stick their necks out and talk about the

radical ideas they really believe in.

Earth First!, like the entire ecological resistance movement,
is a broad church. Ideas span a very wide spectrum, from the
love-your-enemy attitude of Julia “Butterfly” Hill (a very
interesting person, who doesn'’t call herself an Earth Firstler
because she only wants to be herself) to Earth Firstlers who
really do support the Vail action. Perhaps it’s time to realize
that, as we wish for diversity in nature, so should we accept
it in our own movement. There is not one path to the
creation of a society in harmony with nature, but many. We
each must walk the one we feel most comfortable with.

We had this debate in the UK in 1992. Earth First! in the UK
started with a civil disobedience outfit (with the lock-ons and
digger diving that characterized the very early anti-roads
movement) working alongside those who preferred the
monkeywrenching tactics of Dave Foreman, Ed Abbey, the
very active Animal Liberation Front and the anti-NATO
activists in Holland. We all coexisted happily. Hell, at a
bridge occupation by EF! during a Twyford Down action in
93, the ELF burnt a Cat earth mover. There was no fallout
because we had the same enemy, some just chose different

tactics. The UK scene is something people should maybe
have a look at. Though not perfect by any means, we
know we all have our part to play and understand there
are different opinions.

Here at the Journal, they try their best to do what
needs to be done, and it’s not that easy and it’s not that
fun, as you just can’t please everyone. Personally, I
don’t think you can bury your head in the sand. You
have to stand up and be counted. Everyone should do
their best to put things right, isn’t that’s what direct

- action is all about? If you don't like what goes into the

Journal, may I suggest that you short-term so you can
see for yourself what has to be dealt with on a daily
basis. Then you will understand how much hard work
goes into it all. For the journalistas there is very little
reward and hardly ever any thanks. Next time before
you phone the Journal or write something bad, maybe
you should put yourselves in our shoes for a moment
and think about it.

We all have things we can do, and we all need
support. It’s always easy to catcall from the audience,
but it’s a very different thing to be on the stage. The
point is, as the French would say, “Viva la difference!”
We have a hard enough fight to win without falling out
amongst ourselves.

In defence of our Earth,

—SAXON

( . )
In Memoriam
- Adriane Michelle Miller, 27, a longtime Earth First!
activist was killed in an automobile collision in De-
cember. Adriane was a founding member of the
Propagaia environmental theater troupe of Eugene,
Oregon..She was a friend to the people of Senegal and
helped raise humanitarian relief for that country. She
will be missed by her friends and fellow activists.
Tucson EFler Sean Burlew, 27, was killed in a collision
with a drunk driver in November. Sean was a gardener
for Native Seeds/Search, which works to preserve the
genetic diversity of native plants. Sean also spent long
hours helping to get Mexican gray wolves reintroduced
in the Southwest and on issues ranging from prevent-
inglogging in the Grand Canyon to keeping telescopes
off Mount Graham. Sean was a good friend and a
compassionate lover of the wild. We'll miss you Sean.
. LI

Jrauna Cabala

Lurking behind the innocent female orgasm is yet another
‘evolutionary strategy that allows her to be choosy. In human
females, masturbatory orgasms are traditionally thought to
be substitutes for copulatory ones or a training method for
orgasm during sex. There is evidence, however, that in
humans the propensity for sexual climax increases with a

. male’s salary and status, and in other primates, such as
" Chacma baboons and Japanese macaques, Orgasms are more
frequent when low-ranking females mate with high-ranking

males. This indicates that there’s likely a lot more to it than

simply pleasure or training.
Orgasm forces the contents of the upper vagina (seminal
fluid, sperm and/or acidic vaginal fluids) into the cervix and

its sperm storage areas, called crypts. Masturbatory orgasms

decrease the pH of the cervical mucus, creating a hostile
environment for sperm. Such acidity kills or immobilizes
sperm that try to get into the cervical crypts, promotes a
build-up of debris in the cervical channel and decreases
sperm retention at the next copulation. Copulatory orgasms
that occur one minute before to 45 minutes after male
ejaculation cause females to retain the most sperm. Such a
high retention orgasm gives sperm access to the crypts and

clears the cervical channel. Thus. masturbation. cooulation.
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without climax and copulatory orgasms without timely
male ejaculation all decrease sperm uptake at the next
copulation yet they can all be overridden by a high
up! ke orgasm. '
1 is hints to a female strategy (which, as with all
beh. sioral products of our evolutionary past, is not
conscious or infallible). It’s been found that when human
females switch from monoandry to polyandry they de-
crease retention of their original partners’ sperm while
increasing that of other males. This is done by increasing
the frequency of masturbatory orgasms and varying the
tirning of copulatory ones. This stimulating discovery fits
in well with the theme of keeping reproductive status
secret from males, which must have been favored by
natural selection in our evolutionary past (perhaps it kept
males around, solicited protection and resources from
multiple males or decreased infanticide by confusing
paternity). Female humans, unlike other primates, have
a very cryptic reproductive cycle. Whereas the period of
receptivity is physically flaunted by most primates, it’s
hidden in humans by concealed ovulation (often the
female herself doesn’t know when she’s ovulating) and
continuous receptivity. Thus, by manipulating sperm,
the female orgasm extends the ability to choose and
confuse males all the way into the reproductivetract. . -
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Thoughtful Radicalism Revisited:

Because Sometimes *#!%ing Shit Up Just Isn’t Enough

By CHRISTOPHER BAER

The early months of 1999 may well prove to be a
turning point for the Earth First! movement. The
death of Headwaters defender David Chain renewed
public attention on the destruction of ancient forests
and violence against conservation activists. David'’s
legacy will be thousands of protected acres of old-
growth redwoods. Equally, he might have left us with
increased public support for wilderness and whole
ecosystems. His story touched middle America, which
recognized in it not only that conservation is right but
that it could have easily been B.C
theiroutdoor-lovingson, daugh- = ~“**

ideas in the hope of preventing well intentioned but

- pootly considered acts of ecotage in the future.

The Four Cornerstones

According to Wolke there are four cornerstones of
thoughtful radicalism: thwart, protect, restore and
educate. Wolke recognizes that, “It is admittedly
impossible for all radical actions—legal or not—to
always build upon the four cornerstones. Sometimes,
all you can hope for is to perhaps contribute to the
long-term protection for an area. But it is always
possible to avoid regression. That means we should
consider both the short- and long-term conse-

ter, brother, sister or friend who
was laid to rest because of the
callous actions of those who
would destroy the wild.

the Two Elk campaign to commit a major act of
ecotage, the targets of the arsonist were poorly chosen
and were not appropriate if the real motivation was to
save the roadless area. The burning of a ski lodge, ski
patrol building and chair lift, while guaranteeing a
short-term, minor financial setback for Vail Associates
(VA), stood no chance of stopping the bulldozers from

~rolling into the wild. What’s more, any financial

setback caused to VA as a whole stood no chance of
jeopardizing the project because of the amount of
capital available to the company.

If the arsonists had taken the time to think about
how they could have had the greatest negative im-
pact on Vail’s expansion and had understood that in
a large company a single act of ‘ecotage can only
inflict serious financial damage to individual project
budgets, not the whole, they would have instead
looked to make the specific work of destroying the
Two Elk more difficult by de-
commissioning bulldozers,

b4 mow wﬂ'——
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The arson at the Vail ski re-
sort a few months later by indi-
viduals claiming to be from the
Earth Liberation Front (ELF),
supposedly to protect the Two
Elk Roadless Area from the
resort’s planned expansion,
once again focused public attention on Earth First!.
Colorado conservationists, including Ancient Forest
Rescue (AFR) and Boulder Earth Firstlers, were quick
to denounce the arson, being well aware of the
negative impact it would have on the campaign to
preserve the Two Elk.

While the responses of AFR and Boulder Earth
Firstlers were thoughtful, intelligent and demon-
strated the maturity that develops in uncompromis-
ing wilderness activism, public reaction by Earth
Firstlers, including members of the Earth First! Journal's
editorial collective in numerous press outlets, the
-editorial, Dear Ned Ludd and the SFB illustrations of
the last issue, clearly show that there are some in our
movement who “have not thoroughly thought
through the Vail arson in terms of its appropriateness
as an act of wilderness defense but only in terms of its
level of radicalness.

Thoughtful Radicalism

“No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earth” is a
radical philosophy to be sure, but it is one that must
be put into practice by thoughtful radicals if our
movement’s goals of big wilderness and healthy na-
tiveecosystems are to be achieved. Theideaof “thought-
ful radicalism” was first introduced 10 years ago by
former Wyoming representative for Friends of the
Earth, wilderness guide, Earth First! co-founder and
convicted monkeywrencher Howie Wolke (EF!] De-
cember-January '89). In the wake of the Vail fire and
the negative impact on wilderness defense it has had
in Colorado, it seems appropriate to revisit Wolke’s

e % \
O184 030 ATOAD VAL, M ovls v -]

desurveying the area, etc. Such
actions would have likely been
more effective by slowing if not
stopping the work, decreasing
worker willingness to participate
in the project and increasing in-
surance premiums, which could
have made the project unprofit-
able and justified its abandon-
ment. It is likely that these ac-

quences... Don’t damage any “cornerstones.”

Because monkeywrenching by its nature does not
contribute to restoring the land, this measuring stick
will not evaluate the cornerstone of restoration.

Thwart

While it may have been the intention of the arson-
ists to thwart the expansion of Vail into the Two EIk,
they did not succeed, as evidenced by the continuing
expansion into the roadless area. No act of
monkeywrenching is guaranteed to meet with suc-
cess, but those committing it can increase the chances
by carefully thinking through their plans. Alook at the
evidence reveals that the arson stood no chance of
thwarting Vail and saving the Two Elk.

First, thearsonists “violated one of the prlmary
guidelines of ecotage, which is to not engage initifa
legal victory appears imminent or if a civil disobedi-
ence campaign looks like it will succeed because
monkeywreching can impair public support for long-
term protection. While it appeared that all legal rem-
edies for stopping the expansion had been exhausted
at Vail, acivil disobedience campaign led by Ancient
Forest Rescue was being organized. These activists
were in the field in the Two Elk the night of the fires.
The level of local support, combined with the action
theater of a large ski resort, would have undoubtedly
made the defense of the Two Elk a highly visible
campaign, one that would have attracted a great deal
of media attention and one that stood a strong chance
of succeeding until the area could be protected by law.

Second, assuming thatitwas the appropriate timein

tions also would not have gener-
ated the widespread negative attention on the Two
Elk campaign and on wilderness advocates that the
arson did.

Thearson failed to thwart the destruction of theTwo
EIk Roadless Area because it was poorly timed and did
not select targets that could have guaranteed the
desired outcome. Because the scale of the arson repre-
sented a “final solution,” it undermined additional
efforts aimed at thwarting the expansion. Longtime
Earth Firstler Karen Pickett once remarked that “Our
motto is ‘No Compromise in Defense of Mother
Earth!” not ‘Fuck Shit Up!"” But fuck shit up is exactly
what ELF did, not for VA, but for the Two Elk, and
those who cared about it and were willing to defend it.
In doing so the ELF did a disservice to the cause of
wilderness and damaged the very cornerstone they
were trying to facilitate.

Protect

Successful attempts at thwarting wilderness destruc-
tion organically provide de facto protection to wild
areas by temporarily removing the threat. In a limited
sense then, thwarting creates short-term protection
until a new threat arises, at which time activists must
fall back to their thwarting tactics. This cycle contin-
ues ad infinitum until final protection can be gained
for an area by designating it wilderness or other
appropriate land management classification. Protec-
tion is the end goal of conservation activism, and it is -
the cornerstone towards which the other three point.

continued on page 29
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Dear EF!'

Ijustsaw the damnedest thmg.
I'm sitting here in the middle of
the night webbing it up and the
TV is on. All of a sudden Julia
Butterfly is on the dammed TV. I
start paying attention and its this
celebrity gossip show called Ex-
traon the peacock network. They
had a poll of their viewers from a
previous show and 91 percent of
them said that Julia should not
be forced to come down! I have
theaudio. Truthisin fact stranger
than fiction. Only 9.percent of
insomniac television addicts
think Butterfly should be pepper
sprayed into submission or felled
downslope.

—TC

Dear EF!,

When 1 saw Schindlers List
which did not address the brutal
displacement of the Palestinians
in the creation of the Israeli state
I thought that Steven Speilberg

was a goddamn asshole. Now
that I read in the EF! Journal that
he is trying to put some
“Dreamworks” monstrosity on
the last remaining coastal wet-
lands in LA County I know he is.
Thanks for covering that.

—W. MaLkus

Earth First! Journal Staff,

Greetings from Boysenberry
Prairie. After receiving the EF!
Journal today I was very happy to
see such good amount of space
devoted to delicious topics.

Please send greetings to Agents
Cowpie and Cherry Rhubarb as I
recently have been informed that
the mayor of Eugene has been
pie-ed. Congratulations on a job
well done.

I was also delighted to see the
comic of Mr. Pope being re-
minded of that big old-growth
forestup north on the back cover.

And we are all clowns so the ren-

dition of me as such brings forth

.a certain giddiness. .

Keep up the good work.
Until there is no pastriarchy in
this world I am...
—AGENT KeY LIME, GENERAL
COMMAND OF THE BloTiC BAKING

Bricane—EcoTopia CELL

Dear Earth First!

You are cool because you save
animals. The cheetah is my fa-
vorite animal because I like the

dots on them and Ilike how they .

run fast. I run fast too. I always

wanted to go to the desert be-

cause I want to see what it looks

like. I want to see the animals.

Sincerely,
—JONATHAN,
Momrr ScHooL, RM. 205

Dear SFB,

Your Journal has introduced me
to many inspirational actions and
idealistic causes. As a perhaps naive
and inexperienced 16 year old, I

‘'still believe I am at a rich, influen-

tial and especially passionate
time in my life. I have always
loved wilderness—some-
times often described as a
state of mind rather than a
place. I love nature. I love
the fact that I am partofa
spiritual greatness in
which goddess-like trees
and goddess-like skies
and goddess-like rains
and goddess-like me all
play equal roles in.

The changes the EF!
activists are trying to
make and accomplish-
ing are noble and fan-
tastic, but often make me
wonder. Where is the one-
ness found amidst all this strug-
gling? When is the beauty of cold,
silky, 4 a.m. sunrise sung? I am
moved by the ambition of the ac-
tivists and hope to help the im-
mense divinity of nature survive
one day, but... Where is the love?

oy

- That, and -patience, is - needed

more than arguments. Thanks so
much for helping me towiden my
eyes, mind and heart,

—DENA SARAH LiBN

continued on page 30
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Nigerian Protesters Killed

To order the report or for the latest
updates on the crisis in Nigeria, con-
tact Project Underground, 1847 Ber-
keley Way, Berkeley, CA94703;(510)
705-8981; listproc@essential.org.

BY DANNY KENNEDY & ANNE ROLFES

As many as 240 people have been
killed in the recent bloody backlash
against nonviolent civil disobedience
in the Niger Delta. Thekilling started
on December 30 when soldiers
opened fire in Yenagoa, the capital
of Nigeria’s main oil-producing
Bayelsa State, during an Ijaw youth
protest. The Ijaw are Nigeria’s fourth-
largest ethnic group.

The youths’ plan was to stage a
series of nonviolent occupations and
protests against gas flares, pipelines
and other oil installations and de-
mand the withdrawal of the oil com-
panies operating in the delta.
“Operation Climate Change,” as the
youths dubbed it, has been amaz-
ingly effective at demonstrating the
seriousness of thelocal communities.
With their oil well occupations, 40
percent of production in the region
has been shut down intermittently
for the past four months by the activ-
ists. Almost two-thirds of Nigerian oil
flows from Ijaw territory.

The Nigerian military prompted the
shutdowns by declaring a state of emer-
gency and creating a Naval Special
Security Task Force to police the delta
in order to “protect oil installations
against vandalisation.” This task force
is eerily similar to the Rivers State

Internal Security Task Force, which -

oversaw the Nigerian government'’s
crackdown on the Ogoni people, an-
other Niger Delta community that is
fighting the Shell' Corporation. Un-
confirmed reports indicate the Nige-
ria military has been using Shell heli-
copters to bomb Ijaw towns.

Tanks, warships and hundreds of
troops have been sent into Beyelsa
State. Soldiers have scoured villages,
searched cars, and arbitrarily impris-
oned and tortured individuals in
search of the organizers of the pro-
tests. Although the state of emer-
gency has technically been lifted,
the task force remains operational.

“This is a serious backward step for
Nigeria. These Kkillings in Bayelsa
State raise concerns that the current
government is returning to the re-
pressive methods used by the Abacha
regime,” says Peter Takirambudde, a
spokesman for Human Rights Watch.

Oronto Douglas, a spokesperson for
the Ijaw Youth Council explained,

- their struggle

want is force. We are asking the mul-
tinational companies to withdraw
from Ijaw areas immediately.”

Over 300 organizations worldwide
and dozens of notable individuals,
from David Suzuki of Canada to
Bishop Samuel Ruiz of Chiapas, en-
dorsed a letter backing the Ijaw’s
demands. “We ask the companies to
cease their activities in the region
until all military and paramilitary
units are removed, all activists re-
leased from prison and the situation
is peacefully resolved,” said the let-
ter, which was sent to the chief ex-
ecutive officers of all the
multinational oil companies operat-
ing in Nigeria.

Shell, in particular, has been re-
ceiving pressure from other places,
with an occupation of its interna-
tional headquarters in London (see
sidebar) and an announcement from
the Movement for the Survival of
the Ogoni People on Ogoni Day,
January 4, that it would have to shape
up or ship out of Ogoni land, not far
from Ijaw territory, by the end of
this year. On January 6, Shell de-
clared “force majeur” and closed one
of its two main export terminals as a
result of community unrest. Over
200 soldiers were protecting Forcados
terminal, but it had to be closed
“because no oil was coming in from
the hinterlands,” said Paul Ekadi,

president of the Ijaw National Coun- -

cil in the US.
If immediate solidarity actions
aren’t taken in support of the I]aw

refugee camp in Benin, West Africa.
“Welefthome and are living in exile
here in Benin and Togo in some of
the worts parts of Africa. It is the
fault of Shell and the government.”

The Ogoni’s plight as refu-
gees is relevant to recent
events. The Ogoni, like the
Ijaw today, were well-orga-
nized, successful and com-
mitted to nonviolent civil
disobedience. But military
brutality overpowered the
Ogoni. The Ogoni refugees
know that their experience
is a case study in what could
happen to the Ijaw. They sit
and listen to theradio in the
camp. They shake their
heads because they’'ve al-
ready lived this story. “They
arethe nextones in this refu-
gee camp,” said one refugee.

We must learn from the
Ogoni experience to assure
that the cycle of suffering
stops. The Ogoni yesterday.
The Ijaw today. There must
be no one turned into a cor-
porate refugee tomorrow:

In January, Project Under--
ground released Shell-
Shocked Refugees, a 32-page
passport-style booklet fea-
turing interviews with the:
Ogoni refugees. It not only
explains their plight from
their own perspective but
gives you action to take to
undo the injustice. :

5 ¢

On January 4, Ogoni Day in Nigeria as well
as the first working day of 1999, an astonish-
ingly well-dressed group of 12 concerned
citizens occupied three key locations in
Shellmex House, the headquarters of Shell
UK. They stayed for four hours until forcibly
removed by the police. During the office
occupation the activists uploaded a spoof
website (still found at www.kemptown.org/
shell) that mimics Shell’s own but tells the
truth rather than applying layer after layer
of world-class greenwash Shell declined to
press charges.

- News of the action soon reached the nger
Delta. With any luck it provided a few pre-
cious shreds-of hope to the extraordinary
people who have consistently put their lives |
and their livelihoods on the line by calling-
and fighting for a complete end to oil produc- j
- tion by transnational corporations. on their

lands. Perhaps the

could easily go
the way of the
Ogoni’s. The
Ogoni refugees
are one of the
little known
stories in the
fight against oil
in  Nigeria.
Since the ex-
ecution of Ken
Saro-Wiwa, the
Ogoni leader,
many Ogoni
have fled their
homeland in
order to avoid
torture and
death. Eight
hundred of

greatest reward for
the 12 was the,
knowledge that
they had shed.
more light on an
extraordinarily in-
‘spiring yet crimi-
nally unknown
battle for ecologi-
.. cal and social jus-
£ tice in the delta.

i < ignorant employ-
sees of Shell now
§ havefarlessexcuse
£ ftoturna blind eye

= to the situation.

“All we want is dialogue. What they

them are in a

The Ogoni refugee camp, symbol of the plight of corporate refugees

Indian Animal Lovers Beat Poachers

Long before Earth Firstlers ever linked arms on a
logging road or set a platform in a tree, Indian
villagers in the Rajasthan desert were putting their
lives on the line to protect the local ecosystem.
Today, the Bishnoi people continue that tradition,
albeitin a more proactive manner, by beating poach-
ers who dare venture into the area.

In 1730, a local timber baron sent his army to cut
trees near the Bishnoi village. A woman named
Amrita Devi, moved by a love for nature, jumped in
the way. Soldiers decapitated her and threatened to
do likewise to anyone else who impeded their work.
Three hundred sixty-two other Bishnoi embraced
the trees in a sequence of defiant sacrifice.

The Bishnoi follow the teachings of a 15th cen-
tury Hindu guru, Jhambaji, who coined 29 pre-
cepts for instilling a reverence for life, including
prohibitions against using intoxicants, eating meat
or breaking twigs. One much-reprinted old photo
shows a Bishnoi woman breast-feeding an orphaned
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deer. Elder Prahlad Ram says, “Yes, such things
have been known to happen. Between us and the
animals there is complete trust. Our teachings tell
us that we must serve as protectors and nurturers of
all things.”

To that end, the young offspring of the prosperous
grain-farming people give chase to all poachers hunt-
ing the small antelope known as the black buck. If the
youth catch the poachers, they beat them.

Just after midnight on October 1, the people of
Kankani were awakened by the gunshots of poach-

rs. “I saw their jeep race by, and my head filled up
with anger,” said elder Ram. “We all began to shout
and scramble. They had already killed the bucks.
These animals are sacred to us, and we consider their
lives more important than our own.” Indeed, in
1996, one local youth was shot and killed whlle
chasing the poachers.

But-on October 1 the vigilantes only came close

enough toread the Jeep’s license number and recog-

nize the driver, the heart-throb, action-flick hero,
Salman Khan. “Had we caught him we would have
beaten him severely,” said another village elder,
Choka Ram.

At first, luck seemed to be on the young actor’s
side. Not only was he spared a severe beating, but
the state’s chief veterinarian found in a postmortem
examination that the two black bucks had died of
overeating and a poorly timed leap, preventing
proseeution of Khan.

Due to the high profile of the case, however, a
reexamination was demanded. It was then deter-
mined that the animals had suffered fatal bullet
wounds and that the state veterinarian was in-
volved in a cover-up and was subject to arrest.

The actor Khan now faces one to seven years in
prison, and though that’s not the justice that the
Bishnoi would most like to see meted out, they
aren’t complaining either. After all, the bottom line.
for the Bishnoi is what’s best for the wild.



BY PAT VENDETTI

In the long history of the destruction of British
Columbia’s rainforest, one of the more offensive tim-
ber industry practices is the export of raw, unproc-
essed logs to foreign buyers, mainly Japan. While the
government fools the public about the health of the
forests in BC, the indus-
try exports massive
quantities of wood, cut-
tingbackits labour force
and blaming it on high
taxes and overly rigor-
ousenvironmental pro-
tection. Tohighlightthe
hypocrisy, activists from
the Forest Action Net-
work (FAN) and People’s
Action for Threatened
Habitat (PATH) joined
forces for amonth-long
series of protests and ac-
tions targeting raw log
exports in the province.

1998 had been aquiet
year for direct action in
Vancouver, but that all changed on the morning of
October 28 when activists approached the ship Oriente
Victoria at Ballantyne Pier in Vancouver as it was
loading raw logs bound for Japan. Two small, inflat-
able motor boats called zodiacs and the FAN vessel
Starlet approached a floating boom and displayed
banners reading, “Log Exports = Job Exports,” and
“Stop Raw Log Exports,” while speaking to workers.
Although we had decided not to prevent work in any
way, company supervisors acted aggressively, play-
ing “chicken” with one zodiac by dropping logs over
its bow and sides, trying toscare it away. Undaunted,
the crew held its position alongside the logs, speak-
ing to the longshoreman and winning support from
them both for their courage and the truth of their
position. After several hours on the water we re-
turned to our base, promising to return soon.

Our return came less than 48 hours later as the ship
prepared for its departure. In the previous two days
we had decided to escalate our activities and attempt
to stop the logs from leaving the port. As FAN
activists approached the vessel, Barney Kern of PATH
scaled the bow line of the Victoria and hung himself
and his banner between the shore and the ship,
effectively stopping it from leaving. Within 30 min-
utes the ship had been immobilized and sloganized.
Barney held the bow line throughout the day, until
police moved in and arrested him around 5 p.m.
Once again, support from workers was good, with tug
boat operators giving us the thumbs up and sailors
waving and laughing. Company officials were once
again hostile, attempting to cut off our boats as we
escorted the ship out of the harbour. Luckily, the
maneuverability of our zodiacs proved too much for
their aggressive charges, and we headed back to base
as night fell across the water.

Until this point, no work had been stopped, though
our message had been presented in a variety of ways.
Media coverage had been good, but we had still not
prevented any logs from being loaded, and so we
decided to take the next logical step and put our-
selves between the logs and ships. But activists began
to drift off and interest waned during the ensuing
two weeks while we waited for the next ship. Finally,
our ship came in—two actually, the Royal Forest and
the Oriente Grace, the sister ship of our initial target.

We hit the water on November 19 intent on stop-
ping theloading for atleast three hours. At 10:15 a.m.
we headed across Vancouver harbour at top speed
(giving ferry passengers a pretty unique morning
sight!). Within minutes we had arrived at the Orient
Grace, and five activists armed with golf shoes and
body banners jumped aboard the logs. While the
longshoremen were on their break we occupied the
logs, taking up positions directly under the cranes
and assessing where they would attempt to load first.
No opposition was voiced by any of the workers, and
activists allowed them to hook lines to the logs,
climbing aboard as soon as the logs were attached:
Tense moments followed as the ship foremen or-

Exrort THIS!|

" thesling lines onto the crane hook itself,

dered the crane operators to bring the
logs up and the lines under the logs
tightened beneath and around us. One
activist used this moment to climb up

forcing the issue even further. No one
else moved. Despite the forceful orders

&

en’ with one zodiac by dropping logs over its bow and sides.”

of the foremen to lift the logs, the crane operators
threw up their hands in defeat and climbed down
from their towers. We had succeeded in immobiliz-
ing one ship! While two activists remained under the
cranes, speaking to workers and sharing jokes and
cookies, the zodiacs zoomed to ship two.

The Royal Forest had been loading while we immo-
bilized the Oriente Grace, and as we arrived the crane
lifted one lot of logs into the air. With monkey-like
agility, an activist ran across the logs and used a line

" hanging down the side of the ship to climb 50 feet
ontothedeck and into the hold! By getting under the

logs about to be dropped into the hold, the activist
forced the crane operator to return the logs to the
water. Two other activists had succeeded in immobi-

lizing the second and third cranes. In under 45

minutes we had forced both ships to cease operating,

discovering in the process that this was the maiden
voyage of the Royal Forest! What abaptism! Let’s hope
it’s a sign of things to come. Attempts by the police

to fool us off the logs by reading an invalid injunc-

tion failed, and at 4:30 p.m. we were still in place! By
law, workers cannot load raw logs after dark so they
headed home, happy to be paid for a day of sitting
around, talking and drinking tea provided by Starlet.
We followed soon after, wet, cold and tired but ready
to hit the logs the next morning.

Friday morning turned out to be the most intense
day yet. We had reached an agreement with the
longshoremen that we would not show up until 8:30
a.m. so they would be clocked in and receive at least
half a day’s pay. When we arrived at around 8:40 we
discovered that the shipping company had sacrificed
the loading of the Royal Forest and used the log booms
adjacent to it to block our entrance to the slip! There
was no way for our boats to get us near the Oriente
Grace, and they were loading as we watched. Within
minutes we were pulling a zodiac (less an engine)
across the logs towards the blocked off area. As soon as
we neared the inner harbour, a tug boat charged at us,
and a company official jabbed a log pick at our boat,
puncturing the zodiac’s front chamber. He then at-
tempted to tieus to the tug. Despite our entreaties that
this was a nonviolent protest, the thug continued to
wrestle with us and our equipment, even as his com-
patriots walked away from the scene saying they
wanted nothing to do with him. After a 15-minute
struggle, six of us managed to pull the boat away from
this lunatic and into the slip, giving us access to the
logs. Against a strong wind, three activists paddled for
thelogs as the ship foremen waited on the booms with
theirlog picks pointing directly at us. As we neared the
booms one of the foremen stabbed at our boat but was
prevented from doing any damage by activist Texas
Joe, who grabbed the pole and put himself between its
spike and the boat. As this was happening a second
company hack stabbed our port air chamber, giving us
no choice but to get on the logs as we now had an
unusable boat! Two amazing things happened as we
crawled out of our rapidly deflating zodiac onto the
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logs. First, motivated by the struggle, two of
our fellow activists jumped in the water and
swam to the booms in near-freezing water to
join us. Second, the longshoremen walked
off the job, leaving no one to load the wood.
Suddenly there were five activists and two
angry company representatives on the
booms. Sensing their disadvantage, the reps
retreated to the ship, leaving us alone on the
booms, successful in our attempt to stop the
ships from loading. Since we had no means of
retreat we settled in and prepared to stay the day. At
one point, a representative from the union local came
down and expressed his support.

We had exceeded our own expectations by over a
day and a half of activities, won worker and union
support, cost the company a lot of money and sent
a clear message that our will to stop them was
stronger than theirs to continue. All of this hap-
pened without one arrest, preparing us for our final
act of 1998—a 1,000-kilometer drive north to stop
them in Bella Coola, home of FAN and heart of the
Great Bear Rainforest.

During the actions we had been informed that
the company was sending supervisors to Bella
Coola in order to load logs. One of these same
supervisors had been overheard declaring how
happy he was he wouldn’t have to deal with “any
of those Vancouver protesters.” On Sunday nighta
vanful of activists left Vancouver, arriving in Bella
Coolalate the next day. Within two days a Franken-
zodiac had been constructed from spare parts lying
around, a small engine, a skiff and other essential
items, found and borrowed.

The next morning we attacked. As one skiff was
drawing the attention of the crew in a slow paddle
towards the ship’s port side, the Franken-zod pulled
up to the ship and an activist climbed aboard the
stern line. He was quickly lowered down by the ship
crew, but fast action by the zodiac crew got the boat
positioned underneath him. He climbed up again
and was lowered again. While the captain of the
boat was hemorrhaging in apoplectic rage, scream-
ing at us full-lung, another activist pulled alongside
the stern line and, after our climber was lowered for
a third time, attached herself and the skiff to the
line. A local motor vessel joined the fray, and two
men wielding knives and acting very aggressively
slashed at the banner we had attached to the line
and attempted to cut and pry the boat off the line.
Water cannons were brought out, and the activists
were sprayed, but we held our ground and refused to
budge. A tense standoff continued through the
remainder of the day until police moved in and
arrested us as dusk approached. Once again we had
succeeded in interfering substantially in the raw log
export trade. Notice has now been served to the
irresponsible and greedy timber exporters of this
province—activists in BC will continue standing up
until the destruction of our world’s last rainforests
comes to an end.

Thanks to all who participated and to Greenpeace
for theloans! The Forest Action Network and People’s
Action for Threatened Habitat intend to keep things
busy this year—contact us in ‘99 for activity info!
Save the Great Bear Rainforest! Get a life, hug a tree!

Forest Action Network, POB 625, Bella Coola, BC
VOT 1CO; (250) 299-5800; fax 799-5830;
fanbc@envirolink.org; www.fanweb.org.

People’s. Action for Threatened Habitat, POB
19596, Vancouver, BC, VST 4E7; (604) 255-4454.
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Stopping the Bison Slaughter

BY DAN BRISTER AND SUE NACKONEY

Our mile-long morning ski is lit by the moon. The
tracks of earlier patrols are hardly visible, but some-
how our skis follow along as if they know the way
themselves. We take a few sweeping strides and shoot
over the ridge. As we fly through the darkness, we
take all the speed we can from the hill and glide a
good way across the open valley. We find the all-
night patrol sitting around the fire watching the
buffalo who walked out of the park as they sleep near
the capture pen, which the DOL has baited with
irresistibly sweet-smelling hay. Some of the buffalo
stand up and eye us warily. Finally they lie down
again in their snow hollows or swish snow aside with
their huge heads to get to the grass below.

So far this winter over 100 buffalo have left
Yellowstone National Park in search of grasses at
lower elevations near West Yellowstone, Montana.
But whenever buffalo step over the invisible park

boundary, they are chased, captured or gunned down:

by the Montana Department of Livestock (DOL).
Based on an unsubstantiated fear that bison might
transmit the disease brucellosis to cattle, the DOL is
determined to annihilate the last wild herd of buffalo
in the lower 48 states.

Two winters ago, the DOL and the National Park
Service killed nearly 1,100 buffalo. Now, the DOL
is poised to repeat this slaughter; and a band of
activists from around the world have come to
Buffalo Nations determined to prevent it. Volun-
teers have been working around the clock to keep
the buffalo from meeting an untimely fate at the
hands of the DOL.

With a budget tripled since last year, the DOL has
been out in force this winter, chasing buffalo back
into the park and disrupting wildlife migration pat-
terns. Repeatedly, buffalo have been herded for miles
through deep snow and barbed-wire fences at a time
of year when they need to conserve their energy. This
is especially dangerous for pregnant females.

The DOL’s activities are also causing the harass-
ment of other migratory wildlife in this ecosystem. In
a massive bison hazing operation on December 8, a
DOL snowmobiler caused a herd of over 100 elk to
stampede. One panicked elk flipped over a fence and
landed on its head.

Buffalo Nations volunteers were ready on January 7
when events took a turn for the worse. The DOL used

hay to lure 11 buffalo out of the park and into the
capture facility. Unbeknownst to DOL security, a
Buffalo Nations volunteer snuck into the pen and
freed a captive bull. Before the buffalo could escape
the outermost pen, DOL security blocked the only
open gate. The buffalo saw the truck, jumped up and
broke through a closed gate to freedom. The volun-
teer escaped as well.

Later that day a volunteer attempted to block the
capture facility’s loading chute by locking down but
was apprehended and arrested by the sheriff.

Oftheremaining captive buffalo, eight were shipped
to a slaughterhouse the next morning. As the live-
stock trailer approached the pen, several people tried
to stop the truck by jumping in front of it and were

can only be transmitted if cattle come in contact
with brucellosis-contaminated birthing materials.
Of the 13 buffalo killed so far, 11 were bulls, who
obviously were not pregnant. The ultimate deci-
sion to continue the slaughter rests with Governor
Marc Racicot, who oversees the DOL, and it’s up to
us to let him know that we hold him personally
responsible for the needless deaths of wild buffalo.

The DOL also plans to build a new capture facil-
ity on Horse Butte, near Hebgen Lake on the
Gallatin National Forest. Horse Butte is prime win-
ter range for the buffalo and contains habitat for
bald eagles, grizzly bears, lynx, black-backed wood-
peckers, boreal owls, trumpeter swans, wolverines,
elk, moose, red fox, goshawk, peregrine falcon,
large-leafed balsamroot and white paintbrush. The
Chief Joseph wolf pack has also been spotted on
the butte. The DOL has asked the US Department
of Agriculture to fund the costs of installing
and operating the buffalo trap with taxpay-
ers footing the bill at $500,000 a year for
the next 10 years. All of this is justified in
order to protect a mere 170 cow-calf pairs
that graze on three publi¢ allotments on
Horse Butte and generate a total of $76S5 a
year in grazing fees.

The presence of Buffalo Nations. volun-
teers is a constant reminder to bison man-
g agement agencies that the slaughter must
5 stop. There is no justifiable reason for buf-
falo to be persecuted for following their
natural migratory instincts. Yellowstone’s
boundary is not an ecosystem boundary,
and these buffalo are not Montana’s buf-

oyd

s

nearly run over. The vehicle was forced to stop when
an activist grabbed onto the trailer and locked his
neck to the back of it with a krypto lock while it was
going 30 miles per hour.

On the morning of January 13, before first light,
a Buffalo Nations activist locked herself to the top
of a 35-foot tripod blocking the transport of an-
other nine captive buffalo to the slaughterhouse. It
took law enforcement half a day to remove her.
The next day, five of the captive buffalo were
shipped to slaughter.

The Animal Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS) has repeatedly told Montana that the state
will not lose its cherished brucellosis-free status if
it tolerates the presence of yearling calves and bulls
who have a low risk of transmitting it. The disease

Buffalo Nations activists keep an eye on the roaming herds

falo. Rather, they are an integral part of one
of the continent’s last intact ecosystems.

Does locking down in subfreezing temperatures
intrigue you? Do you want to spend your winter
days on skis watching and defending buffalo? Do
you wish you could eat the best food outside of
Cove Mallard? Well wish no more. Come to
Yellowstone and help us put an end to the DOL’s
days of harassing and killing buffalo. We provide
food and a space in our warm cabin for all who
volunteer. Contact us at POB 957, West
Yellowstone, MT 59758; (406) 646-0070; fax 646-
0071; buffalo@wildrockies.org.

Let Governor Racicot know that the slaughter is
unacceptable! Contact him at State Capitol Build-
ing, Helena, MT 59620-0801; (406) 444-3111. Con-
tact the DOL'’s acting director Marc Bridges at POB
202001, Helena, MT 59620-2001; (406) 444-2023.

LEAVE IT TO THE BEAVERS

The following is an excerpt from actual correspondence between the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources and a property owner.

It has come to the attention of the Department of Environmental Quality that
there has been recent unauthorized activity on the above-referenced parcel of
property. You have been certified as the legal landowner and/or contractor who
did the following unauthorized activity: construction and maintenance of two
wood-debris dams across the outlet stream of Spring Pond.

A permit must be issued prior to the start of this type of activity. A review of
the Department’s files shows that no permits have been issued. Therefore, the
Department has determined that this activity is in violation of Part 301, Inland
Lakes and Streams, of the Natural Resource and Environmental Protection Act,
Act 451 of the Public Acts of 1994, being sections:324.30101 to 324.30113 of the
Michigan Compiled Laws, annotated. -

The Department has been informed that one or both of the dams partlally
failed during a recent rain event, causing debris and flooding at downstream
locations. We find that dams of this nature are inherently hazardous and

cannot be permitted. The Department therefore orders you to:cease and desist

all unauthorized activities at this location and to restore the stream to a free-
flow condition by removing all wood and brush forming the dams from the
stream channel. =R

Failure to comply with this request or any further unauthorized activity on
the site may result in this case being referred for elevated enforcement action.
We anticipate and would appreciate your full cooperation in this matter.

Please feel free to contact me at this office if you have any questions.

Sincerely, David L. Price, District Representative, Land and Water Manage-
ment Division

Dear Mr. Price: ' :

Your certified letter has been handed to me to respond to. I am the legal
owner, and a couple of beavers are in the (state-unauthorized) process of
constructing and maintaining two wood "debns" dams across the outlet stream

~of my Spring Pond.

While I did not pay for, authorize, nor supemse their dam project, I think
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they would be highly offended that you call their skillful use of natural building
materials “debris.” I would like to challenge your department to attempt to
emulate their dam project any time and/or any place you choose. I believe I can
safely state there is no way you could ever match their dam skills, their dam
resourcefulness, their dam ingenuity, their dam persistence, their dam determi-
nation and/or their dam work ethic.

As to your request, I do not think the beavers are aware that they first must
fill out a dam permit prior to the start of this type of dam activity. My first dam
question to you is: (1) are you trying to discriminate against my Spring Pond
beavers, or (2) do you require all beavers throughout this state to conform to
said dam request?

If you are not discriminating against these particular beavers, through the
Freedom of Information Act I request completed copies of all those other
applicable beaver dam permits that have been issued.

Aren’t the beavers entitled to legal representation? The Spring Pond beavers
are financially destitute and are unable to pay for said representation—so the
state will have to provide them with a dam lawyer. ,

As for me, I am not going to cause more flooding or dam debris jams by
interfering with these dam builders. If you want to hurt these dam beavers, be
aware I am sending a copy of your dam letter and this response to People for the
Ethical Treatment of Animals.

In my humble opinion, the Spring Pond beavers have a right to build their

~ unauthorized dams as long as the sky is blue, the grass is green and water flows

downstream. They have more dam right than I do to live and enjoy Spring Pond.
If the Department of Natural Resources and Environmental Protection lives up
to its name, it should protect the natural resources (beavers) and their environ-
ment (beavers’ dams).

In conclusion, I would like to bring to your attention a real env1ronrnental
quality (health) problem in the area. It is the bears. Bears are actually defecating
in our woods. I definitely believe you should be persecuting the defecating bears
and leave the beavers alone. If you are going to investigate the beaver dam,
watch your step! The bears are not careful where they dump! .

Being unable to comply with your dam request and unable to contact you on
your dam answering machine, I am sending this response to your dam office via
another government organization—the dam US Postal Service. - -



Bounty

to Kill Wolves

BY JOSH LAUGHLIN

A new twist to the sad story of the
Mexican wolf reintroduction pro-
gram has surfaced (see EF!J] Decem-
ber-January ’'99). Although not
widely publicized, new information
suggests that the wolf killings are
not random acts of wildlife-hating
loose cannons but are an organized
campaign to sabotage the federal wolf
recovery program.

In early April 1998, when Patricia
Wolff, director of New West Research
and longtime wolf advocate, was vis-
iting incarcerated animal rights and
Earth First! activist Rod Coronado, he
spoke to her about Jody “Chance”
Cooper (or Predator’s Predator as he
calls himself), a fellow inmate who
was offered money to kill endangered
Mexican wolves. Stunned, Wolff
asked Coronado to arrange a tele-
phone interview with him so she
could get more information. She took
this unconfirmed information to US
Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
law enforcement officers but didn’t
receive any attention.

Cooper is no stranger to firearms
and bounties. In February 19935, he
was convicted in Colfax County, New
Mexico, of aggravated assault and il-
legal possession of a firearm after “al-
legedly shooting at someone’s feet to
make them dance.” Furthermore, Ari-
zona Game and Fish launched an
undercover investigation into a pos-
sible illegal mountain lion hunt by
Cooper in March of 1996. During the
investigation, Cooper, who didn’t
have a hunting guide license, led an
undercover agent on a lion hunt and
accepted payment. Wolff was in-
formed by two federal probation of-
ficers that Cooper had
been Killing mountain
lions for Arizonaranch-
ers when he was busted
in 1996. The list of
Cooper’s criminal con-
victions goes on.

In late April, a few
weeks after her visit
with Coronado, news
broke that a reintro-
duced wolf had been
shot and killed. On
May 8, Wolff secretly
recorded a phone in-
terview with Cooper.
Here are the most in-
teresting segments of .
the tape:

Patricia Wolff (PW): ;

.. I've got lots of hunter friends here
and...well... here’s the word out... and

you can tell me if this is right or not... -
So what I've been hearing is that

some hunters arebeing offered money
to kill the released wolves... And I'm
wondering if you have ever been...
um... if anyone has ever made such
an offer to you... Is this true?
Chance Cooper (CC): Well... I'll
give you... how is this: They offered

me $35,000 in cash to kill ‘'em all.
PW: Who made that offer?...... .,.. .

CC: I can't tell you.

Hunter

PW: Okay.

CC: But it’s got to do with the
goddamn cattlemen for sure.

PW: It’s got to do with what?

CC: The cattlemen... My dad... see,
my family’s been here since the
1890s... We'vebeen in Arizona longer
than most people have, and the
wolves was always here... It was never
a goddamn big issue..,

PW: Well, was it a person or an
organization that made you the offer?

CC: A person.

PW: A person... Uh huh... So this was
from someone who was a cattleman?

CC: It came from New Mexico.

PW: What part of New Mexico?

CC: Western New Mexico.

PW: Western... like Catron County?

CC: Exactly.

PW: Okay.

CC: Thesheriff of course hates my guts.

PW: So what were the terms of the
offer? You were offered $35,000...

CC: To kill 'em all.

PW: Yeah...

CC: But I'm not gonna do it... I like
the wolves... We have such an elk
population that they starve in the
winter... And they placed those wolves
in a bad spot... They should have
goddamn taken ‘em down to Blue
River Road... where the fish hatchery
is... They should of released ‘em down
in that area.

PW: Well do you know of anyone
else who's been offered money?

CC: Probably my brother has.

PW: And he also turned 'em down?

CC:Yeah... $35,000 practically wasn’t
even gonna pay for the attorney.

PW: Yeah, that’s not very much.

CC:Fuckno...andthenthat’s 15 years...

PW: So you just don’t want to go
public about this because...?

CC: That would goddamn bury me.

- Oh, god no.

PW: How could they get you...?
You’re in prison.

CC: 1 was charged... I've been
charged... for... elk... [unintelligible]...
and the goddamn Game and Fish has

been after me for years... god... I hope
you're not taping this.

PW: No. ;

CC: Because I can't... | don’t want

nothingtodo w1th this [unintelligible].

- PW:. OKay... Well. this. verifies the ,.
rumor then... So this person who of-

At home, cruising the iId

One of the reintroduced wolves shot in the Southwest

fered you the money to kill the wolf,
er, to kill all the wolves for $35,000...
was the person from Silver City?

CC: No.

PW: Somewhere in Catron...?

CC:I1thinkhe goddamn lives around
Glenwood. He’s a goddamn rancher.

PW: So this person was someone
you knew?

CC: Yeah, I've known him for a
long time.

PW: Well, gosh, this is very inter-
esting.

CC: You wanna catch somebody
doing something.

PW: I would like to find out who’s
making the offer... because those are

the people... I don’t want to get you
in trouble.
CC: ... You'd get me so goddamn

much in trouble... the cattlemen would
fuckin’... would be on my dad’s ass,
and my dad would be ashamed of me.

PW: Yeah, yeah.

CC: I mean we been here for so
goddamn long. My dad... I never told
him I was gonna tell... I told him that
I was gonna say something to some-
body, but he said just don’t bring his
goddamn name up.

PW: Yeah, okay.

CC: ... I'd prefer
you not say any-
thing because I'd
have to deny every-
thing. That would
putmeinsuchabad
situation... All my
inlawsare goddamn
ranchers...

PW: I have to go
now, but I'm won-
dering if I could
come and visit you
. sometime would
youtalkmoretome’

CC: I'm outta
here in two
months. [ get out
in July. Are you
still gonna be in the country in July?

PW: Yeah.

CC: I'll be in the halfway house.

PW: Okay.

CC: We can go have coffee at the
damn club.

PW: OkKkay.

CC: I wish they had a Starbucks here,
but they don’t.

PW: Okay, well, I got to head off.

CC: Well, ma’am, I'll tell you what.
Right now I'm just trying to get out of
thlS goddamn place. ;

PW: Well thanks, thanks so much.

ojoyd
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Offered $35K

At least I know the rumor is true.

CC: New Mexico Cattlemen'’s As-
sociation.

PW: Yeah... those bastards. Okay...
I figured... Thanks a lot.

CC: Yes, ma’am.

Wolff told US Fish and Wildlife
Service investigators about her re-
corded interview with bounty hunter
Cooper in May, but it fell upon deaf
ears. It wasn't until a string of three
more wolf shootings between Au-
gust 7 and November 7 that an agent
finally listened to the tape. Accord-
ing to Wolff, a grand jury has re-
cently been convened to investigate
the wolf killings, but the US
Attorney’s office in Albuquerque told
her it would not confirm nor deny
the existence of such a grand jury.
The US Fish and Wildlife Service is
currently in the midst of four “open
investigations” concerning wolf
shootings over the past few months.
It has declined to comment on the
ongoing investigations.

By late November, the federal rein-
troduction had been successfully sabo-
taged. The last two survivors in the
wild, both males, were recaptured and
putback into pens. Determined to con-
tinue, the agency released two pairs of
wolves from acclimation pens on De-
cember 11. According to the USFWS,
an adult male and two-year-old female
have remained together, ranging up to
15 miles from their release pen. The
other pair, released from a different
pen, split up after three days. The
male members of these two pairs were
the survivors of the original 11 re-
leased in March.

Only time will tell the fate of this
testy reintroduction program. The
USFWS seems positive about the & steps
it is taking. “We are much more confi-
dent now in these wolves’ ability to
survive and thrive in the wild,” said
David Parsons, Mexican wolf recovery
leader for the USFWS. “Now we need
to place more emphasis on increasing
human tolerance of wolves and elimi-
natingillegal killing, which is the main
factor preventing the return of the

" lobo to the Southwest.” But in order

for this success to come, the USFWS
must not just release wolf after wolf
back into the wild, it must get to the
bottom of the Cooper tape and pros-
ecute the forces behind the sniping.
The tape recording Wolff made of
her conversation with Cooper can be
heard as an audiofile on the website of

' ForestGuardians (www.fguardians.org).
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Blockaders NApalwe

BY JiLL REDWOOD

The southeastern corner of the “land down un-
der” supports one of the largest tracts of temperate
forest remaining on mainland Australia. Most of the
rest of the continent has been mined, grazed, burnt,
logged and generally degraded. There’s diddly squat
that remains intact that’s as ancient as the earth it
grows in.

One of these lush forests is known by its aboriginal
name, Goolengook. It covers over 20,000 acres. Until
the state “conservation” department sent in the log-
gers on World Environ-
ment Day in June 1997,
Goolengook’s powerful
owls and tiger quolls
(the largest mainland
carnivorous marsupial)
had never heard a
chainsaw or bulldozer.

The Goolengook
blockade is the long-
est-running continu-
ous forest blockade in
Australia’s history.
Over 200 arrests have
been made during the
past 24 months. Block-
aders have used tree
sits, tripods and “hot
rocks” (a fire in the
middle of the road that
is difficult to move
once its put out). Cables anchored under dozers and
log loaders have been used to suspend tree sits.
Blockaders have locked onto the top and underside
of bridges, locked down to cement-filled bathtubs
in the road, locked arms through a bulldozer’s
tracks, set up cantilevers, locked onto log loaders
and cranes used to pluck tree sitters from their
platforms, and constructed a giant 25-meter mono-
pole on the Goolengook bridge.

Along with the gung-ho blockaders, Green Party
Senator Bob Brown has been arrested at Goolengook.
His ensuing court battle proved that the govern-
ment has illegally logged in protected Heritage
River zones for the past six years. Totally unembar-
rassed, the government simply changed the legisla-
tion to make this destruction legal!

All of this has cost the government more than it
received in royalties for the wood. Of the total
volume of logs cut, 85 percent was woodchip grade
(old-growth forests are regarded as producing crap
timber and woodchips, but the site can be “refor-
ested” with commercially desirable species planted
three-meters apart—a la plantation).

Over this time, blockaders have been chased by
a logger revving his chainsaw, had petrol thrown
in their faces, been dropped off cantilevers, and
dragged and dropped off the top of tripods. They’ve
been ambushed and assaulted by loggers on lonely
roads, been assaulted by police while being pro-
cessed, had trees felled near them and had a logger
throw his shit at them. A crowd of people was
rammed by a government grader driver. There’s
been a constant campaign of false accusations of
sabotage by the Conservation Department. Activ-
ists have been punched out by loggers, had bullets
fired through the windows of a safe house in the
nearby town and so on.

All of this culminated in the attempted burning of
blockaders in spring 1998. As part of its logging
operations, the Department of Natural Resources
and Environment (NRE) puts an intensely hot
burn through alogged area, destroying all logging
debris and surviving vegetation to prepare the site
for planting preferred tree species.

When the police and government foresters or-
ganized the burning of the Goolengook logging
coupes (timber sale) in September, they knew
protesters were still inside the area. When the
burning began, five people were unaccounted for.
Fire bombs fell just meters away from people who

were in the thick of the burns and dlsonented by

the smoke
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Another dozer lockdown during Australia’s longest-running forest blockade

About
five years
ago, an em-
ployee of
the department was burned to death in one of
these burns. Since then, NRE has used helicopters
for the higher-elevation forest burns to ensure the
safety of workers. A helicopter circles the coupe
dropping incendiary devices so fire completely
surrounds the area and burns in on itself. The
napalm released from a chute under the chopper is
a mixture of aluminum sterate, petrol and metha-
nol. It is dropped in burning blobs of gel that are
intended to keep burning even in water. It sticks to
anything it lands on.

Protesters were camped in the area to prepare
for the start of the logging season. NRE officers
warned two or three of the protesters that they
would be burning the coupe and to stay clear.
Even the protesters were unsure how many others
were in the area and where they were. Later we
found out that when the fires began, approxi-
mately eight people were there. Four were at the
far end of the coupe maintaining a 30-meter-high
tree sit. Another 10 or 11 were camped on the road
leading into the three coupes. Worried about the
others at the tree sit, three people began to walk
in to alert them.

While in the middle of the logged coupes an NRE
officer drove past and told them they were trespass-
ing and to get out. He didn’t mention anything
about beginning the burn. Clearly, when the police
did tell protesters to leave, their warning system was
less than effective. One woman was told not to go
down the road, but the NRE officer would not say
why until pressured.

At the treesit, the police and NRE confiscated all

- of the campers’ gear, including their first aid kit!

They were told the chopper would be dropping
fire in 15 minutes. One woman stayed up the tree
while the other three walked out in different
directions to make sure others weren’t in the area.
But before they got far, the helicopter was drop-
ping napalm, and the dry logging debris was
burning intensely.

Fee, a German visitor, was on a tree platform
about 30-meters high when the napalm began drop-
ping from the chopper. She was overcome by smoke
and became sick and unable to climb down. She was
alone and feared for her life.

Colby, a student from Canberra, was on the"
edge of the coupe and panicked when the nearby

bush began burning intensely. He was soon lost in
the smoke. ;

The three who were on their way to alert the treee

sit camp were caught in the fire and had to quickly

Australia

make their way down to the river buffer. From
there they made it to the bridge and found another
woman crying, vomiting and very traumatized.
She had staggered through the logging debris and
buffer zones in choking smoke to reach the bridge.

When Colby had still not returned that night the
alarm was raised. The department didn’t take this

ZuooN Aq sojoyd

report seriously, telling media inquiries it was a -

hoax. When Search and Rescue arrived, they sat
down and had a cup of tea..

During and after this fire, calls to the NRE were
fruitless. Its policy was to say nothing except that the
matter was in the hands of the police. Its agents
would not answer any questions. After requesting
police help, one officer responded with, “What do
you expect us to do about it? We're not super human!
We're not going into a burning coupe!” The senior
sergeant in charge stated that they had done a proper
search and found no one. He refused to release
information as to the nature of the search. Webelieve
the NRE did not send anyone out to help.

When Colby was eventually found at noon the
next day by two friends (who were caughtin the fire
themselves the day before), he was very traumatized
and weak. Later, the police charged him with being
inside a forest operation zone without a permit.

Days after this event some people caught in the
fire were suffering from post traumatic stress disor-
der. One woman who tried to write her statement
three days later could not due to her shaking hands.
For weeks afterwards, people were still nauseous and
coughing up phlegm from smoke inhalation.

The department has received a formal complaint
and is supposedly investigating. The police are re-
fusing to return calls on this matter. There has also
been a meeting with barristers to get the ball rolling
on the legal front. We are insisting that the cops
charge the government foresters or the Department
of Natural Resources and Environment for this act,
which will at least give them lots of paperwork. But
it will be extremely difficult to get the police to
prosecute as they were involved. Private prosecu-
tions are notorious for failing and can drag on for
years, costing the prosecuting party heaps.

The government also brought in a sneaky regula-
tion that makes it illegal for anyone to be in a forest
operation zone without a permit. The fine for
violations is $2,000, on top of the $1,600 fines
people have been getting for obstructing roads and
logging operations. But so far, it’s not stopped
people from protesting.

More logging is planned in Goolengook for this
summer season. To get involved or for more infor-
mation contact the campaign through Private Bag

3, Orbost VIC 3888;:(03) 5154-0156-or (03) 5154-
'0145; croeg@bigpond.com.



STARVING FOR CHANGE

BARRY HORNE SurvIVES 68 DAy

BY Kris MAENZ

Hunger, deep and all consuming,
eating your mind slowly but surely. In
the first days your stomach growls,
but after a while your belly shrinks so
much you no longer notice the
em!ptiness. Somewhere around the
fifth day your body starts to eat itself.
First it consumes your fat, then
muscles, next your soft internal or-
gans, then your brain, and then you
die. Yet historically, hunger strikes
have been an enduring form of non-
violent direct action.

On October 6, 1998, Barry Horne, a
jailed animal rights activist in England,
began his third hunger strike from
inside his cell at Full Sutton Prison in
York. His simple demand was that the
British government establish a Royal
Commission (a government review
panel) to examine animal testing, a
promise made by Prime Minister Tony
Blair in pre-election campaigns.

The media and the government
screamed blackmail, accusing Barry of
using unfair threats. He began his first
hunger strike while waiting to be sen-
tenced for a fire-bombing campaign
against animal exploiters. He later re-
ceived an 18-year jail sentence. His
first fast lasted 35 days, ending after a
meeting with government officials.
His second went for 45 days, until he
was promised a reform of the advisory
Animal Protection Committee. This
time, however, the government was
adamant. It would not budge.

In the beginning the hunger strike
went well. Support for Barry was ev-
erywhere. Numerous actions and dem-
onstrations were organized for the
46-year-old former garbage man jailed
for his love of animals. Fur farms were
destroyed, farm animals released and
laboratories burned in support of
Horne’s hunger strike. The British gov-
ernment seemed to be listening. On
the 38th day of the hunger strike the
Labour government announced
Britain’s voluntary cessation of cos-
metic testing. But it was later discov-
ered that this move had been planned
long before Barry’s fast began. On No-
vember 19, the 44th day of the hunger
strike, a meeting between the govern-
ment and animal rights activists was
convened to discuss deals to end the
strike. Nosatisfactory offers were made.

For the next 16 days Barry waited,
as the hunger ate his body, hoping
for an end to all animal testing. Mes-
sages trickled in from different gov-
ernment officials, some clearly
concerned, others masked in elusive
threats or promises. The police and
British ruling class became more wor-
ried as Horne slid closer to death.
Some activists threatened a murder-
ous, destructiverampage if Barry died.
Ahitlist of 10 researchers who test on
animals, out of some 150,000 in En-
gland, was issued by underground
animal rights groups.

On December §5, day 60, the govern-
ment again offered to talk about a
solution. From his hospital bed, Horne,
blind in one eye and barely able to
hear, announced he was unwilling to
give in to this attempt to break his
strike. Press releases were sent out tell-
ing of Barry’s upcoming death. Good-
byes were said, and Horne was read his
last rites. A note smuggled out of the

hospital stated his thoughts: “Words
are cheap. Only actions really count.
Thisis not for me, it is for every animal
in every torture lab. We are creating a
turning point, a moment in history
that will be remembered. Never doubt

this. We will see an end to evil.”
Four days later the head of the Asso-
ciated Parliamentary Group for Ani-
mal Welfare, lIan Cawsey, issued a
press release discussing a meeting in
January to work on animal experi-
mentation. It was not the solution
Barry was looking for but was clearly

Barry Horne

HUNGER STRIKE

a step in the right direction. Starva-
tion was taking its toll; Horne was
unable to understand why he was
hunger striking and began to suffer
major hallucinations. After a brief
visit from friends who tried to ex-
plain the situation to him,
Horne was moved out of the
hospital and back to prison.

On the 68th day, December
13, lethargic and obviously
criticallyill, Barry Horne com-
pletely forgot why he was
striking. The emptinessin his
stomach ate enough of his
brain that cognitive thought
ceased, and Barry Horne
ended his fast. Just like you
can’t hold your breath until
you die, Barry’s instinct took
over and saved his life.

Now Barry must survive the
pain of healing. Doctors do
not know if he will ever fully
recover but suspect most of
the damage to his body will
eventually heal. Returning
from the dead after having
said all your good-byes is not
an easy position. To die for
the suffering and oppression
of animals would be so val-
iant, but evidently it was not
Barry Horne’s time. He will continue
to influence activists with his
strength. Keep fighting.

Send letters of support to Barry
Horne, VC2141, HMP Full Sutton,
Moor Lane, York, Yorks YO4 1PS, En-
gland; http://www.animal-liberation/
barry/index.html.

rally on March 24.

Garden Streets.

'FROM DEATH ROW...

Abu-Jamal’s Execution Date Looms

On October 30, Mumia Abu-Jamal was denied a final appeal by the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court. A motion to rehear the ruling was swiftly
denied. Mumia’s attorney Leonard Weinglass has explained that the worst
case scenario is that Mumia would be executed in May. International
Concerned Friends of Mumia have called for a “Millions for Mumia” mass

Protest has erupted in all parts of the globe denouncing Mumia’s
imminent execution. From Ireland to England, Africa to Germany, demon-
strations have been loud and clear. Back home in North America, people in
city after city have protested the death warrant. On December 5, over 150
citizens gathered in Montreal to protest at the US Consulate. They called for
the freedom of Abu-Jamal as well as all other political prisoners. It ended
with a ceremonial burning of the red, white and blue.

The state of Michigan was witness to numerous demonstrations. At a
Lansing demo, peak attendance numbered around a hundred. Citizens
called for freedom of Abu-Jamal as well as AIM activist Leonard Peltier. The
American Indian Movement, the Michigan Mumia Support Coalition and
the International Workers of the World were represented.

Many have been mobilizing for what is to come if the death warrant is
signed. International Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia has an-
nounced that there will be demonstrations in Philadelphia and other major
cities when Governor Ridge signs the death warrant. The Saturday after
that, there will be more protests. They are asking that if the warrant is
signed on a weekday, demonstrators go to Philadelphia that Saturday. If the
warrant is signed on a Friday, then go to Philadelphia the following
Saturday. Converge on the State Office Building at Broad and Spring

Mumia Abu-Jamal is a former Black Panther who was framed on a murder
charge in 1981. In 1995, when US authorities last tried to Kill Abu-Jamal,
international protests won him a stay of execution. You are urged to take
action. Contact Governor Tom Ridge, 225 Capitol Building, Harrisburg, PA
17120; (717) 787-2500; fax 772-1198; US Attorney General Janet Reno,
(202) 514-2000; fax 514-4371; District Attorney Lynn Abraham, 1421 Arch
St., Philadelphia, PA 19101; (215) 686-8700; fax 686-8024. For updates or
to help with the March 24, Millions for Mumia rally, contact International

. Concerned Family and Friends of Mumia Abu-Jamal, POB 19709, Philadel-
phia, PA 19143; (215) 476-8812; fax 476-7551; mumia@aol.com;

\
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BY WRECKIN’ BALL

The familiar smell of coffee brewing filled the air of
an abandoned building in Tacoma, Washington, on
December 7. Members of the Industrial Workers of the
World (IWW or Wobblies) and Olympia EFlers were

dispersed in small working groups gearing up for a
special predawn action to support the steelworkers
striking at Kaiser Aluminum. Kaiser Aluminum and
Pacific Lumber (PL), the company cutting the Head-
waters redwood groves, are both controlled by
Maxxam. We all knew the morning’s joint action
would bewilder a number of people and, with any
luck, give Charles Hurwitz (Maxxam'’s chief executive
officer) well-earned ulcers to match his poor mental
health. Well, merry Christmas and a happy New Year
Charles: the United Steelworkers of America (USWA),
the IWW and forest activists have united to stop the
destructive forces of Maxxam. v

The December 7 action applied some long overdue
pressure on both Hurwitz and Kaiser Aluminum by
supporting the USWA, which has been on strike
since September 1998. Kaiser’s unwillingness to work
with the union has been clearly demonstrated. Al-
though '97 was a record-breaking year for the com-
pany in both production and profits, grossing $168
million, it decided to eliminate over 400 jobs in five
plants, cut pension funds and take medical care away
from retired workers. Kaiser has been hiring scabs
(temporary, non-union labor) from Pacific Lumber,
which laid off 180 workers itself when it lost its 1998
timber operator’s license due to criminal logging
operations. As of December, Kaiser had already spent
$8 million to break the strike.

Wolves & Poodles

Enclosed in darkness, with high winds and heavy
rain, several EFlers eased their way through the Port
of Tacoma and swiftly ascended the only crane and
conveyor belt that could be used by the scabs to
unload the Sea Diamond, a 650-ton ore ship returning
from Australia. One port security officer pulled his
gun on two support
people on the crane, but
Sid and Nancy refused to
descend until “properly
trained” cops arrived.
They were both arrested.
1 Others activists locked
1. down in front of the rope
£ anchor points to help pro-
1< tect the climbers.

As daylight exposed it-
13 self a picket line orga-

nized by the union with the help of the IWW
grew, and everyone waited for the boat. A union
member at Brown’s Point sighted the ship and
notified us that it would be docking in 45 min-
utes. In response to the news, a flotilla of boats led
by the Wobblies went to greet the Sea Diamond,
informing the captain that the ship would not be
allowed to enter the port.

Simultaneously, the activists on the crane’s con-
veyor belt descended and unfurled a 45-foot banner
from 150-feet up that read, “Hurwitz Cuts Jobs Like
He Cuts Trees.” Cheers went up from the crowd
below as the climbers and banner slowly descended
from the catwalk of the crane. But howling wind
made a sail out of the banner, and the two climbers
were tossed around like a salad. They looked like rag
dolls. Safety tip #1: Never deploy a 45-foot banner in
50-mile-per-hour winds! :

Silence fell on the port as activists, strikers, media
folks and cops all looked up, wondering if the climb-
ers were seriously hurt. One cop was quoted in a news
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Not quite as fun... 4 50 mph winds—Whoa, Nelly!

A poodle singing the blues to Shania Twain for striking the wrong chord
with New York environmental officials. This country girl’s wetlands boo-boo

interview saying he had never seen dedication like
this before. One climber was able to pop the quick
release on his harness, but the other climber had to
get scissors out of his pocket and cut theline that held
him to the billowing banner. Safety tip #2: Always
have a small knife or scissors on a climb. Our climbers
ascended back to the floor of the conveyor belt for
safety, avoiding the fire department’s dangerous
attempts to grab them from the fire ladder.

The wind carried on persistently, making it im-
possible for the climbers on the crane to deploy
their banner. The cops agreed to cite and release
them if they came down. Five people were issued
citations and one escaped, while the supporters
were free to go.

While this was going on, the ship’s captain de-
cided it was unsafe to bring the ship any closer to the
port and ordered the anchor dropped. The an-
chored ship meant business as usual was dis-
rupted, and unloading could not begin until the
next morning at the earliest, thus costing Kaiser
$33,000. I could feel Judi Bari smiling in delight
with the day’s events.

It seems the union has more friends than it knew
about, for the boat sat for many more days due to
unexpected sabotage. The unions are calling the
saboteurs “The Men in Black” and are very grateful
for theirwork. In the process of unloading the ship
the day after the action, workers discovered that a
four-foot-wide conveyor belt used to transport the
ore had been cut most of the way through. While
attempting to repair the belt, a 13-foot gash ap-
peared so that it had to be completely replaced,
costing Kaiser much more time and money. Addi-
tionally, the wiring loom and hydraulic lines were
sabotaged. It is clear that whoever did the. latter
damage to Kaiser’s equipment knew exactly where the
ship’s weak points were, making it unlikely anyone
with the USWA, Earth First! or the IWW was involved.
With these combined actions the boat ended up in
port for 24 days instead-of the seven it normally takes
to unload. Again, this cost Kaiser $33,000 a day.

Olympia Earth First!, the IWW and the USWA have
chosen to unite against a common villain, Charles
Hurwitz, and his greedy corporation, Maxxam. The
media described our new coalition as an unexpected
and “odd alliance.” But when you have one rich fuck
such as Charles Hurwitz exploiting both his workers
and the land, it’s a natural coalition. Actions will
continue until the workers’ demands are met by
Kaiser and PL gets out of Headwaters forest.

For more information on the strike contact Olym-
pia EF! at POB 12391, Olympia, WA 98508; (541)
485-7333. For more information on Headwaters,
contact Northcoast EF! at POB 28, Arcata, CA
95518; (707) 825-6598; ncef@humboldtl.com.

A keen-eyed wolf to the Southwest Center for Biological Diversity for
catching the Pinochio-nosed US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) in a lie.
The USFWS sent out a press release announcing that the first habitat

conservation plan (HCP) allowing the “take” of cactus ferruginous
, pygmy owls had been issued but that the plan would only allow

‘temporary harassment, not the death of any endangered owls. The
Southwest Center, however, discovered that the HCP does authorize
the killing of a pygmy owl. The USFWS retracted its
press release the following day but had no
coherent ‘explanation as to why it misled
the press or hid the authorization away in
fine print.
A muckraking wolf to Seattle Times
‘reporters Deborah Nelson, Jim Simon,
Eric Nalder and Danny Westneat for their
award-winning coverage of federal land
- trades. The journalists bagged the fifth
annual Oakes Award for “distinguished
environmental journalism” after publish-
ing the six-part series entitléd, “Trading
‘Away the West,” exposing the Forest Service
and BLM’s role in trading away pristine pub-
liclands for oftentimes cut-up, industry-abused
stump lands (see article page 14). To comple-
- ment their prized exposé, they tucked away $5,000.
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lightened up her wallet to the tune of $25,000. She agreed to pay the fine and
restore wetlands damaged in the construction of a recording complex on her
3,000-acre estate in the Adirondacks.

A conniving and fibbing poodle to lumberjack Robbie Freres, a notorious
Willamette National Forest pillager, for claiming he “donated” a 31-foot noble
fir to the Oregon Capitol for the state Christmas tree. After he was quoted in
the paper saying he cut it on nearby publiclands, local muckrakers tried to find
the state stump. But the Forest Service couldn’t tell them where it was because
Freres never filled out a tree-removal permit. He also had no license to operate
on public lands at the time. Oops, Santa knows if you’ve been naughty, nice
or stealing Christmas trees from public lands. Reportedly, the big guy left coal
under the tree for both Robbie and the Forest Service this merry year.

A poodle dyed green to the Pew Center for allowing Weyerhaeuser Company
to sign on to its campaign to combat climate change. A questionable funder of
enviros fighting the multinational, Pew’s newest Environmental Leader-
ship Council member will fit right in with other Fortune -
500 companies, including auto manufacturers, energy
and appliance companies and technology interests.

A double-helixed poodle to the authorities who
arrested protesters yankingup genetically engineered
maize in Devon, England. After charging two
women with “conspiracy to cause criminal dam-

‘ age,” ten other people arrested in the action had
DNA samples taken from them and are still
awaiting forensic results that will determine "
whether or not they will also be charged.




No Craraes IN Gypsy’s DeatH HCP FicHT GOES ON

BY STRONG WOOD

No charges will be filed in the death of Earth Firstler David “Gypsy” Chain,
the Humboldt County district attorney (DA) announced December 17. DA
Terry Farmer told reporters that a three-month investigation led him to
conclude that Pacific Lumber logger Arlington E. Ammons did not know
activists were still nearby when he cut the redwood that struck and killed Chain
on September 17, 1998. Farmer also said he considered manslaughter charges
against the seven other Earth First! activists who were with Chain when he died
but concluded it was unhkely a jury would convict them.

“This proves what we've
been saying all along, that
thesheriffis incapable of con-
ducting an unbiased investi-
gation,” said longtime EFler
Josh Brown. “They have com-
pletely sided with Pacific
Lumber and the logger. It just
shows that getting justice is
next to impossible in
Humboldt County if you're
an Earth Firstler. The video
and eyewitness statements
prove that A. E. Ammons
knew what he was doing. He
threatened to drop a tree in
their direction and then did
so. That’s murder.”

Farmer acknowledged the
accusations of bias in the
investigation and said he was
willing all along to allow the
state attorney general or the
US attorney to take it over
and had offered full coop-
eration if they did. But he
said no other agency had in-
dicated any desire to assume his responsibility. “I was hired to do this job,”
said Farmer, “The only way I can pass it off to someone else is if I feel I'm
biased; I do not.” As evidence that he is not biased in favor of big timber,
Farmer pointed out that his office has brought charges against tlmber
companies for logging violations.

But Brown said the DA’s decision not to charge Ammons, “once again
sends out the message that it’s okay to hurt, brutalize and kill Earth First!ers
and get away with it.” He listed previous examples including the sheriff’s use
of pepper spray on nonviolent protesters, allegations of deputies roughing
up and hurting demonstrators, and loggers cutting trees with people in them
and beating up people on the ground, “all at the behest of the company.”

The DA released a 12-page report listing about 40 sources of evidence and
information, including activists and Pacific Lumber employees who were in
the woods when Chain was killed, emergency personnel who responded, the
hired logging consultant, the California Department of Forestry inspector, EF!
video of theincident, a site visit by a deputy DA and even excerpts from KMUD
radio interviews with the EF! witnesses. Farmer said all of that information
would be available if a lawsuit was filed. David Chain’s mother, Cindy
Allsbrooks, and her attorney, Steve Schectman, have previously indicated
they would probably file a wrongful death suit when the time was right.

A day after Farmer’s ruling the death of David Chain an accident, Mrs.
Allsbrooks called the findings “truly biased.” She issued a written statement
that said in part, “I am more determined than ever to continue in the direction
of the truth. It is my belief that the truth is still yet to come.”

To get involved or make donations to the David Chain legal fund, contact
Northcoast Earth First! at POB 28, Arcata, CA 95518; (707) 825-6598.

BY HUGH MOROSE

Like a villain in a low-grade horror film, the Headwaters deal simply
refuses to die. Its longevity is no surprise given the array of business and
political heavyweights that gather around to resuscitate it whenever the
going gets tough.

Just before the end of the year, a three-week high-level negotiating session,
hosted once again by California Senator Dianne Feinstein, produced an-

-other Headwaters announcement on New Year’s Eve. The newspapers

dutifully reported that something had happened but what, exactly, re-
mained unclear.

The announcement was indeed confus-
ing. Department of Interior officials, ac-
companied by Feinstein, said that they
were going to go ahead with writing a
final Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP)
for Pacific Lumber Company, even though
the company has not yet agreed to many
of the provisions of the plan. State and
federal agencies had recommended
changes following the receipt of tremen-
dous amounts of public comment on the
plan and the rest of the Headwaters deal,

. but Pacific Lumber balked at incorporat-
g ing many of the changes. A congressional
¢ deadline for expenditure of the federal
funding associated with the deal looms
on March 1, 1999, and federal officials
apparently had little choice but to pro-
ceed with writing the final documents.

This is confusing because an HCP, under
the Endangered Species Act, is basically the
centerpiece of an application for a permit
to legally kill endangered species and de-
stroy otherwise protected habitat. HCPs
- . ' | were designed to be written by private
Gypsy at the Liberty tree sit, 1997 landowners and other entities, then pre-
sented to federal wildlife agencies for approval or denial.

In this case, the HCP written by Pacific Lumber was clearly unacceptable.
The tremendous volume and scientific credibility of public comment demon-
strated that fact beyond any doubt. However, because of immense political
pressure to complete the proposed Headwaters purchase, federal officials
refused to deny the plan even as Pacific Lumber refused to change it. Instead,
they chose to take matters into their own hands by writing a plan they felt
could be approved.

This decision created the unprecedented, absurd and legally questionable
spectacle of a permitting agency writing an application for a permit applicant,
then waiting for the applicant to make up its mind about whether to accept the
permit conditions. By any account, this is entirely backwards.

Details of the HCP now being written are sketchy. According to Department
of Interior officials, the plan does make a few improvements based primarily
on the California Legislature’s conditions for spending state money on the
Headwaters transaction. These generally account for larger buffer zones along
streams where logging is prohibited pending a site-specific “watershed analy-
sis” process, to be conducted over the next three years.

Some further changes based on public comment, including 30-foot buffer
zones along small, seasonal streams, will reportedly be incorporated into the
plan. On balance, however, much of the public outcry over the Headwaters
deal and a good portion of the sound scientific analysis of the HCP were
simply ignored. Under this deal, thousands of acres of virgin and residual
ancient forest will still be liquidated just as quickly as Maxxam can cut.
Given this reality, the ecological price of the Headwaters deal is still far, far
too high.
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Draws Nearin Can Case

A federal magistrate ordered the
FBI to provide further evidence to
lawyers in the Judi Bari/Darryl
Cherney civil rights case on De-
cember 16, despite pending ap-
peals by codefendant Oakland
Police Department.

| edly in this case, the city attorney
't has appealed a district court deci-

their conduct during the 1990 car

i

Using the delay tactic seen repeat- |

sion denying the Oakland police
_officers “qualified immunity” for

‘bombing investigation of the two"

FE] Dy sf Reckon) n@

Juoge SAYS STALLING MusT END

Earth First! activists. The appeal, now
pending before the 9th Circuit Court,
has already delayed the setting of a
trial date for almost a year, and the
FBI's refusal to cooperate until the
appeal is resolved has compounded
the effects of that delay.

Giving a verbal preview of his deci-
sion, Judge James Larson said:the FBI
must respond to written interrogato-
ries and that a number of depositions
will be allowed, although with clear
restrictions to protect Oakland’s in-

< terest. The court made clear that it -

isn’t going along with the FBI's at-
tempt to bring everything to a halt
until the appeal is settled—a clear vic-
tory for the Earth First! legal team.
Larson also considered a request to
question William Sessions, FBI director
at the time of the bombing, about his
direct communication with represen-
tatives of Maxxam's chief executive

-officer Charles Hurwitz. Documents in

the case refer to ‘a conversation be-
tween Sessions and Hurwitzabout Earth
First!’s “militancy.” Judge Larson said

he was not inclined to allow the depo-

sition at this time, but it remains an
open issue.

“Wie alsoreceived. good newson the - -

appeal itself. At this moment we
are awaiting final word on a date
for oral arguments. We’ll be back
in court maybe as soon as the sec-
ond week of February. The case is
moving ahead again on all fronts,
and the day of reckoning for the
FBI and Oakland Police is within
reach. Justice for Judi Bari and
Darryl Cherney!

For more information on the civil
rights lawsuit or the 1990 car bomb-
ing, contact Redwood Summer Jus-
tice Project, POB 14720, Santa Rosa,
CA 95402; (707) 887-0262;
bari@monitor.net.

- =—REDWOOD SuMMER JusTice ProjecT

=

MMWW"



THE FUTURE OF MINE RECIAVATION  Logging Costs
Company Calls Toxic Dumping Restoring A Uranium Mill

BY EstaAR HoLMES, DAwWN WATCH

Dawn, one of the most glorious phenomena in
creation, was appropriated in the '50s to name a
uranium mining operation extracting ore for nuclear
bombs and power from the heart of the Spokane
Indian Reservation. This twist of meaning was a sign
of things to come. In 1981, after milling operations
ceased, the Dawn Mining Company’s parent,
Newmont, started using similar Orwellian slight of
tongue to squirm out of actually cleaning up its mill
site, located on the border of the reservation. In-

Newmont has tried to keep the issue local, but
the Dawn dump would be the nation’s first suc-
cessful mill-to-dump conversion. As early as 1990,
Spokane Tribal Chairman Warren Seyler predicted
that if Newmont is allowed to get out of its clean-
up responsibilities, other mining companies will
demand the same consideration. As it turns out
Umetco Minerals Inc. tried it unsuccessfully in
Colorado in 1994, and the Quivara Mining Com-
pany wants to dispose of radioactive material at its
Ambrosia Lake facility near Grants, New Mexico.
Unlike Washington, the

stead, Newmont, the most lucrative gold mining
company in the nation, advocates cleaning up by
getting dirtier.

In the years since the mine and mill closed, the
local community, which has consistently opposed
the dumping scheme, has been showered with a
barrage of semantic contortions as Newmont pro-
motes its plan to convert the old uranium mill, 35
miles northwest of Spokane, Washington, into a
radioactive dump. The plan is to sell space in a
gigantic 28-acre, 70-foot-deep hole at the Dawn site
to parties possessing radioactive dirt. In its clever
machinations, Newmonthas made the word “dump”
synonymous with “clean up,” turned public outcry
into so-called strong community support and
steamrolled the whole process into a supposed “win-
win” situation.

Newmont’s plan promotes the transport of ra-
dioactive dirt by train from as far away as
Tonawanda, New York, to Spokane, where a con-
voy of 36 five-axle trucks would complete the trip
out of town and down a winding two-lane country
road every day for the next five years. That's a
loaded truck every 12 minutes.

The environmental impacts of hauling 20 million
cubic feet of radioactive dirt across the United States
to the site were never assessed during the environ-
mental impact statement process. The site itself sits
above the Walkers Prairie Aquifer, which has al-
ready been contaminated by Dawn’s uranium mill-
ing operations. In 1989 the Washington state health
department ordered Dawn to pump millions of
gallons of water out of the aquifer to remove ura-
nium and sulfate contamination. This water is now
evaporating from plastic-lined ponds stretched over
100 acres of the Dawn site.

The Spokane Tribe has initiated several lawsuits
opposing the dump, citing a threat to tribal waters
under the reservation. Dawn Watch has also fought
the plan in court. But in June 1998 Dawn Watch's
bid to force the state to abide by its own administra-
tive code, which prohibits dumping radioactive
waste from an outside supplier on private property,
failed. Though the tribe recently filed a discrimina-
tion suit in federal court in relation to the dumping
scheme, the only thing stopping Newmont from
opening its dump is that it has not successfully bid
on any toxic dirt.
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Evaporation ponds for contaminated water at the Dawn Mill—to be replaced with 20 million cubic feet of toxic dirt.

state of Utah is exercising some foresight and
asking the Nuclear Regulatory Commission to re-
consider a decision to send 25,000 cubic yards of
radioactive tailings to the White Mesa Mill, near
Blanding, Utah. The material would come from
Tonawanda, New York, one of the sites Dawn has
been wooing for its radioactive treasures.

Meanwhile, Newmont and the Department of
Health are still insisting the Dawn site isn’t really a
dump. However, American Ecology, parent of US
Ecology, the commercial low-level waste manager
atthe Hanford, Washington, nuclear plant has been
selected as Dawn'’s first choice to oversee the dump-
ing. US Ecology and American Ecology were re-
cently the subjects of a Government Accounting
Office study sparked by concerns over the proposed
low-level waste dump in Ward Valley, California,
which US Ecology was promoting. The study says
American Ecology has disposed of significantly larger
amounts of plutonium at Hanford than had previ-
ously been identified and that a similar scenario
occurred at its Nevada and Kentucky sites. Radioac-
tive material has leaked from all of these facilities.

For all the fearsome ways that the Dawn dump
is a warning of things to come, it is also just the
most recent example of an established pattern—a
low-level nuclear waste dump proposed on Mojave
land at Ward Valley, California; toxic waste dumps
in one of Texas’ poorest Hispanic communities; a
nuclear waste repository on the Western
Shoshone’s Yucca Mountain; and now a toxic
dump next to the Spokane Indian tribe.

But there’s reason to believe the bad guys will
finish last. Working in coalition, Natives, locals and
Earth Firstlers were able to defeat the dumps at Ward
Valley and Sierra Blanca. May Newmont be next and
Yucca Mountain follow closely on its heels.

Though the dump could open at any time, its
current license expires on February 28, 1999. The
Department of Health is currently accepting public
comment relating to the relicensing of the mill site
as a disposal facility for radioactive dirt.

Send comments to Gary Robertson, Department
of Health, Division of Radiation Protection, POB
47827, Olympia, WA 98504-7827. '

Contact Dawn Watch at POB 193, Springdale, WA
99173; (509) 747-3552; aloafofbread@yahoo.com;
www.dawnwatch.org.
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Taylor Millions

BY BEN DOON, ANCIENT FOREST RESCUE

For years Colorado’s Taylor Ranch has not only
been home to the largest logging operation in the
country but has also hosted Colorado’s Ranching
for Wildlife program. The program entitles the

_ Taylor family to sell hunting permits to out-of-state

big game hunters, at a pretty $5,000 profit for every
elk taken. Over the last few years, Taylor has made
millions of dollars on out-of-staters wanting that
“10 point” rack hanging above their mantle.

The Ranching For Wildlife pro-
gram, operated by the Colorado
Department of Wildlife (CDOW)
was designed “to give incentives to
participating ranch owners” that
“protect wildlife habitat.” Among
the Colorado environmental com-
munity, however, the CDOW has a
tarnished reputation. Its old-school
conservation techniques range
from requiring clearcuts for “habi-
tatimprovement,” to erecting huge
wildlife fences to protect the “pri-
vate interests” of its wealthy land-
owning clientele. But it seems that
even the CDOW cannot stomach Taylor’s logging
anymore. After years of requesting that Taylor change
his ways, the CDOW has finally pulled the plug. In
November the agency said the Taylor Ranch could
no longer benefit from its Ranching for Wildlife
program because the logging is destroying critical
wildlife habitat. CDOW'’s diplomatic press release
says, “The logging was not contributing to elk
habitat,” “Logging road construction did not meet
best management practices,” and, “The roads cre-
ated a good deal of erodible material that had not
been stabilized.” Taylor is now desperately trying to
get that precious money flow back.

For those of us in Ancient Forest Rescue/Culebra
EF!, it often seems like our voices have been lost in
the void. Now, even the mainstreamers can’t
overlook the disaster that is destroying this home-
land, and our years of cries are now falling on
listening ears.

For more information contact Culebra EF!, POB
762, San Luis, CO 81152; (719) 672-3012
afr@amigo.net.
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PIPELININGALASKA'SCOASTLINE

BY BUCKWHEAT AND SOREN

“That’s the stupidest thing I ever heard, a pipeline
on the mud flats!” Such was the typical response of
Anchorage, Alaska, citizens watching cops slip and
slide on the mud flats as they approached protesters
hanging from two 30-foot tall tripods.

This mud flats project would turn three and a half
miles of coastline along Cook Inlet into a pipeline
corridor to run jet fuel from Anchorage’s port to
airport. The pipeline goes past an area known as
Earthquake Park and across famously unstable mud
flats. In other words, it’s a spill waiting to happen.

The corporation building the 12-inch-wide pipe-
line, Anchorage Fueling and Service Company, is
not required to identify and remove contamination
when it decommissions its old six-inch pipe. The
older fuel line is being replaced by the mud flats
route because it’s leaking and it can’t satiate the
Anchorage airport’s ever-growing thirst for fuel.

Although there was nearly unanimous public
opposition at hearings on the coastal route, two
environmental organizations signed-off on the mud
flats location (the cheapest and most efficient route
for the developer). They were bribed with “mitiga-
tion” money from the developer that will pay the
municipality for a fish weir and a small parcel of
wetlands across town. A last minute attempt to get
a green law firm to file a suit fell through, even
though no environmental impact statement was
conducted for the project, which runs through
prime wetland and migratory bird habitat.

On October 13, the Alaska Action Center decided
to stand up for Anchorage citizens and their public
coast. “We did this for the North Slope, the Prince

William Sound and all of Alaska’s wild ecosystems |

that are being degraded for the sake of corporate oil
interests,” said the group.

Struggling in the mud to prop up the spruce pole
and steel tripods took Herculean effort, but by dawn
we stood back in amazement (so did the press and
the 20-odd police officers who arrived later). The
tripods and the banner between them reading,
“Don't Pipeline Our Coastline,” were visible from

the entire west end of downtown Anchorage.

Though direct action is new to Alaska, oil
controversy and disasters are not. Conserva-
tion groups, fishers, natives and others op-
posed the building of the Trans-Alaska Pipe-
line in the early 1970s. Over time, thousands
of gallons of toxic fuel have spilled from the
pipeline and operations on Alaska’s North
Slope. Coastal fishing communities and wild-
life will not soon forget the Exxon Valdez, the
11-million-gallon-plus oil spill whose inky
legacy remains even 10 years later. In Cook
Inlet about 350-500 beluga whales face extinc-
tion due to toxic wastes from oil drilling rigs,
near-shore refineries, shipping accidents and
untreated sewage, in addition to over-hunting
and other causes.

“Direct action in Alaska gives us the opportu-
nity to draw attention to the plunder of our
awesome state,” said members of the Alaska
Action Center. After 12 hours and a frightening
high tide in which the legs of the tripods began
to “swim” in the liquefying mud, the two
protesters came down into the anxious arms of
police officers.

Days later the same mud proved similarly
unstable for the developers. As they tried to lay
the pipe, the trackhoes and skidders sunk and
their tracks rotated helplessly. The trackhoes
were left to claw themselves along with their
shovels. One sank to its arm, just yards from
where we had held our tripod protest. It took
four others to push and pull the leviathan free.

In recent weeks, the construction company
Conam, or more appropriately Conman, has had to
use helicopters to help lay the pipe. Conman, more
than a month behind schedule, is frantically trying
to finish and is easily way over budget.

The Alaska Action Center grabbed media atten-
tion for weeks following the protest. The only group
to challenge the project, the Action Center contin-
ues to monitor construction and record many per-
mit violations:

The Alaskan Action Center, a citizen group, is
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These little piggies don’t seem to like the mud.

newly formed and in need of in-kind donations,
money and activists. Spring and summer training
and action camps will occur throughout the state.
Industrial oil development, logging, hunting and
mining threaten Alaska from the Tongass to the
North Slope. Massive roadbuilding also threatens
local communities. See you next spring.

For more information on direct action and environ-
mental concerns in Alaska contact the Alaska Action
Center at POB 230916, Anchorage, AK 99523; (907) 2-
PUBLIC (ask for Soren); fishtree@hotmail.com.

Animal Protecrion Office Sprayed with Shotgun Fire

Sometime during the weekend of
December 5-6, 1998, the Santa Fe of-
fices of Animal Protection of New
Mexico (APNM) were sprayed with
shotgun fire. No one was injured but a
gaping hole was left in the front win-
dow, and shots were imbedded in the
door and a wall. One computer was
damaged. Shotgun pellets and shards
of glass were scattered about the room.

APNM, a statewide animal rights
organization that wages hard-hitting
campaigns by forming powerful and
diverse coalitions, was just conclud-
ing its first regional conference, a
highly successful and visible event
held in Albuquerque, when the shoot-
ing occurred. About 350 people at-
tended the conference. APNM also
recently announced aboycott of Santa
Fe stores carrying furs and released a
report indicting the Forest Service for
running an abysmal northern New
Mexico roadside zoo, called the Ghost
Ranch Living Museum. In addition,
APNM is pressuring the Shrine Circus
to cancel an upcoming animal circus
and is promoting a campaign to make
animal cruelty a felony in New Mexico.

“We havereceived two threatening
letters in the last year and a half, and
those were related to our work on
wildlife issues,” said Lisa Jennings,
APNM executive director. “But the
attack could have been a result of any
of a variety of our campaigns.” The
notes were all signed MM. One note
_sent directly to Jennings said, “You

are approaching a point where we
will have to hurt you. We are going to
make a concerted effort to kill any
wolf reintroduced into [the] wild and
poison bison as long as you interfere
with wildlife issues.” It was sent only
one week after Jennings urged stron-
ger protection for cougars and sup-
ported wolf reintroduction at a Game
Commission meeting in Farmington,
New Mexico.

Less than a week after the shooting,
an underground group calling itself
the Minutemen claimed responsibil-
ity for the shooting by sending a post-
card with APNM'’s initials, shotgun
spray and the message “MM was here.”
Very little is known about the group,
but they are thought to be an extreme,
very violent right-wing militia group.

Though there is a broad spectrum of
beliefs within the extreme right move-
ment, many militia groups see envi-
ronmental/animal rights work as a
threat to their survival. Many believe
there is a government conspiracy to
destroy the sovereignty of the United
States and relinquish land controls to
the United Nations (UN). They believe
that people like Ted Turner, who just
donated $1 billion to the UN, want to
return the continent to pre-1492 con-
dition by reintroducing bison and
wolves and that Americans will be
rounded up and put in concentration
camps. They see ecological and animal

rights work as part of this grand con-

spiracy. Challenges to “huntingrights”

are seen as particularly egregious.

In another note to Jennings, MM
wrote, “We are a group that will not
put up with your anti-hunting agenda.
If you initiate any proposal next year
to hurt the NM hunter, you will wit-
ness the systematic destruction of NM
endangered and threatened species. If
you hurt us, you hurt yourself. We are
willing to use any means to preserve
our heritage. Species can be elimi-
nated without firing a shot. If we can’t
hunt them, you can’t see them.” This
rhetoric is particularly interesting be-
cause efforts to protect the Gila trout
were recently thwarted when some-
one introduced a competing fish into
a river with the endangered trout.

Understanding extreme right poli-
tics does not mean activists have to

alter their work. They may simply
want to take more precautions. De-
spite the notes and the shootings,
APNM has no intention of backing
off its vocal campaigns to expose
animal abuse. “We won’t be intimi-
dated by these cowardly acts of vio-
lence. We are an organization that
works on important issues, calling
for our violent society to be more
humane. The perpetrators are bul-
lies. This kind of violence only
strengthens our resolve to continue
our work,” said Jennings.

For more information or to send
support, contact the APNM at POB
11395, Albuquerque, NM 87192;
(505) 265-2488; fax 265-2488;
AnimalNM@aol.com.

—ANIMAL PROTECTION OF NEW MEXICO

(

Home TORcllEd

In early October, the home of Rebecca Hunt was burned to the ground.
Hunt is a strong, vocal opponent of Big Coal back in Appalachia and is
especially involved with the campaign against the hideous “mountain top
removal” method of coal extraction (see EF!J September-October 1998).
Fortunately she and her daughter were not in their West Virginia residence
at the time of the fire. Investigators have all but dismissed arson as the
cause, believing the incident was due to faulty wiring. But a series of
increasingly threatening instances of harassment preceding the fire make
Hunt and others believe otherwise. Hunt and her daughter are currently
lodged in a motel sorting out the remains of the suspicious fire. Send your
prayers their way and any contributions if possible. Support may be sent to
Rebecca Hunt, c/o West Virginia Organizing Project, POB 1921, Logan,
West Virginia 25601; (304) 752-0901; scb91649@mail.wvnet.edu.
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EXCH

BY RoBIN Hoobp

Under the canopy of old ponderosa pines and
Douglas fir a marten pauses, scenting the air in its
quest for sustenance. Young pileated woodpeckers
call incessantly for food from their nest in an old
pine snag. A half-mile away a goshawk swoops
towards an unsuspecting ground squirrel as it
scampers through shooting stars and blue camas
flowers. An olive-sided flycatcher, who arrived from
South America but a few weeks ago, perches atop a
tall pine, taking a momentary break from feeding
forays for its young. The early morning forest is
filled with the songs of vireos, pee wees, flycatchers,
sparrows, wrens and chickadees. A rufous
hummingbird flits amongst the many flowers of
spring. At the edge of a meadow still wet with the
last melting snows of winter a wolverine pauses,
satiated from its feasting on an elk, killed and
cached by a cougar.

Though this area has remained untouched by
the “managing” hand of modern humans for
centuries, it will soon be torn and rent by the
roaring steel engines of bulldozers, chainsaws,
skidders and trucks if the federal land agencies
have their way. Unbeknownst to the wildlife, whose
territories are defined by their travels and the
travails of survival, the forest in which they live
has been proposed for “disposal” by the federal
agency entrusted with its care. It is part of over

90,000 acres of public Bureau of Land Management

(BLM) lands in northeastern Oregon to be traded
for 70,000-plus acres of private lands in the
Northeast Oregon Assembled Land Exchange. This
forested “parcel,” like thousands of acres of others,
is to be traded to a timber corporation for logged-
over land filled with stumps and sparse seedlings
deemed “more important” and “easier to manage.”

Land exchanges of public lands for primarily
cut-over corporate “timberlands” are the growing
rage among corporate profiteers and their
government servants across the Western US.

Atbottom, beneath the pilesofagrency
EIS papers, this trade is just another chance to llog'
ancient forests on public lands for corporate ]p»roﬁts.

Indeed, these exchanges are touted as good for the
economy and the environment by a pathetic
alliance of corporations, government agencies and
mainstream “environmentalists.”

For years corporate timber has given little thought
to cutting sustainably. The moonscape legacy they
have made of their own land is well known, as is the
logged, fragmented devastation they have helped
wreak upon public forestlands.

Consequently, as activists have slowed or stopped
some logging of old-growth forest habitat on public
lands, corporate timbers’ appetite has increased.
With land exchanges they have created a way to
get around federal laws protecting wildlife, forest
habitat and water quality. Essentially, timber sales
are being disguised as land exchanges—private
stumps for public trees.

With the color-coded maps of “disposal” and
“acquisition” lands, the exchange often resembles
some nightmare corporate Monopoly game from
hell. The game essentially goes something like this:
Road, clearcut or heavily log all the trees that can be
economically accessed on private corporate lands,
then trade them for publicly owned old-growth
forests. These forests are then logged at a profit while
the public pays the tab for restoration on the newly
acquired devastated lands.

The exchange process itself is usually controlled by
the timber corporations or a for-profit land exchange
corporation (often created with “seed money” from
the timber corporations). Clearwater Land Exchange,
aprofit-seeking venture reputedly started with money
from Boise Cascade and Louisiana Pacific, initiated
and has now been designated facilitator of the
Northeast Oregon Land Exchange by the BLM. In a
February 15, 1996 letter from Clearwater to the BLM
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(obtained through a Freedom of -Information Act
request), the for-profit venture clearly states whose
interests it represents, telling the BLM, “Remember
the timber companies control the transaction and can
only be satiated with the federal timber lands.”

Most of the land exchanges involve federal welfare
subsidies for the corporations in the form of “cost-
share” agreements, and the northeast Oregon
exchange is no exception. The federal government
will pay Clearwater half the costs of land surveys and
timber assessments. In addition, all administrative
costs will be assumed fully by the BLM. The exchange
will cost the federal government an estimated
$870,000. Meanwhile, Clearwater stands to reap
millions of profits—at the expense of wildlife, ecological
heritage and taxpayers.
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Land exchange profiteering
ventures such as Clearwater
have a track record of over-
appraising logged-over
industry land, under-appraising federal public lands
and misrepresenting the amount of actual old-growth
forests being traded away from public ownership as
well as the actual conditions of the industry lands
being acquired. In the Northeast Oregon Land
Exchange the BLM is complicit in such
misrepresentations. The actual amount of old-growth
forest to be traded is more than four times that
reported in the Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) itself for the exchange.

In order to make these huge logging operations
disguised as land exchanges palatable to
mainstream enviro-groups, they are usually
presented as achieving various conservation goals,
much like the “forest health/salvage” hoax. A
common ruse used to frosting coat these illegal
schemes is the elimination of “difficult to manage,”
“isolated” parcels of public land in order to
“consolidate public lands into large blocks of
contiguous habitat.” Often, the supposed isolated
parcels are in reality adjacent to other publicly
owned lands. In this case, the BLM lands are
adjacent to national forests and state lands.

In northeast Oregon an additional pretense is
being used to justify the exchange: achieving public
ownership over large sections ofimportant salmonoid
waterways in the John Day River system. However,
not only is most of the industry land already logged,
many of the publicly owned ancient forests to be
traded are at the headwaters of tributaries to this
river system. The EIS fails to assess or disclose the
devastating sedimentation that would result from
logging these headwaters forests. ‘

Serious flaws also exist in the “logic” of
consolidating public land holdings by trading
isolated, difficult to manage parcels. Precisely because

many of these isolated areas have not been managed,
they often provide excellent centuries-old habitat.
Many of these areas serve as dispersal habitat and
connecting corridors between larger blocks of habitat.
They fill an irreplaceable role by providing foraging,
nesting and dispersal habitat; clear, cool waters; and
stopover areas for far-ranging wildlife such as
wolverines, migrating birds and potentially wolves,
as well as elk, deer and wild horses.

While the many issues arising in these land
exchange proposals may at first seem complicated,
the more one looks through the misrepresentations,
outright lies and justifications made by federal
agencies and corporate profiteers, the more a single
simpleissue clearly emerges. At bottom, beneath the
piles of agency EIS papers, this trade is just another
chance to log ancient forests on public lands for
corporate profits. Some of the exchanges currently
being fought are:

e Huckleberry Mountain/Weyerhaeuser
Exchange—near Seattle, Washington, it
includes land originally traded to
Weyerhaeuser in a previous exchange,
which was then clearcut and traded back to
publicownership for yet more ancient forest.

* Plum Creek/I-90 Exchange—also near
Seattle, Washington, it was pushed through
as a congressional rider by Senator Gorton
(R-WA) on the recent appropriations bill.
Supporters include the Sierra Club, whose
local officials were won over by the inclusion
of corporate lands near the Alpine Lakes
Wilderness area. This exchange would result
in the logging of two ancient forest roadless
areasin the Gifford Pinchot National Forest—
unless your opposition helps stop it!

» Triangle Land Exchange—it would trade
4,863 acres of Forest Service:lands in
northeast Oregon for 7,410 acres of private

old-growth forests would be traded away to
be logged. . ) .

¢ Land Exchange WAOR 50525-—located
in northeast Washington, it traded 4,500

containing old-growth forest, to timber
companies in exchange for mostly shrub-steppe
habitat. The trade was between the BLM and
Clearwater Land Exchange. It was found to be illegal
by the 9th Circuit Court of Appeals, but the BLM and
Clearwater had already exchanged land titles,
rendering the decision moot on all but four parcels
where the deeds had not yet been exchanged.

Other land exchanges are occurring or have
occurred from Arizona to Montana, Colorado to
the Pacific Coast. They are part of the continuing
saga of usurpation, a saga of cold, corporate greed.
Left in its wake is devastation—stumps, mudslides,
extinctions and vanishing ancient forests. Land
exchanges, like corporations, are just another
manifestation of this insanity.

So what can we do? As with all things, power exists
in action, not in mere words alone. Power exists in
connecting with the land itself, with nature. It existsin
educating others and together taking creative,
inspirational actions and risks in support of life—of
living earth. If you live near any of these trades, get to
know theland, help document, hike and educate. Take
action at the offices of the “just doing my job”
bureaucrats who would so readily offer up these lands
for trade and destruction. Act against the corporate-
owned politicians who assist such corrupt folly. And
go directly to the corporations themselves, to their
subsidiaries, their offices, their homes, their yachtsand
private clubs. Take nonviolent, creative direct actions.

For more information on land exchanges contact:
Western Land Exchange, POB 95545, Seattle, WA
98145-2545. Blue Mountains Biodiversity Project,
HCR 82, Fossil, OR 97830. Also write or take creative
actions against the following; USDA Forest Service,
14 and Independence SW, Washington DC 20250;
US Department of the Interior, Office of the Inspector
General, 1849 C Street NW, Mail Stop 5340,
Washington, DC 20240; (202) 208-5745. Council on
Environmental Quality, 722 Jackson Place,
Washington DC, 20502; (202) 456-6224.

acres of mostly forested land, much of it.

and timber industry lands. Again Clearwater -
Land Exchangeis the proponent, and public ..
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Colorado Activists Face Grand Jury

BY BEN DOON, ANCIENT FOREST RESCUE

The fires on Vail Mountain continue
to burden nonviolent environmental
activists in Colorado in the form of FBI
harassment. Dozens of people have
been contacted by the feds as the situ-
ation becomes increasingly serious.
Three months have gone by since the
night of October 19, 1998, and the
federal investigation of the arson has
evolved from casual phone conversa-
tions to grand jury subpoenas.

Ancient Forest Rescue (AFR) has
openly opposed Vail Associate’s (VA)
Category III expansion into the Two
Elk Roadless Area for almost four years
now. Activists, skiers, students and Vail

one reportedly worn by a lone hitch-
hiker leaving Vail soon after the fires
were set.

Currently, the FBI is using its best
harassment techniques on college
students. The FBI approached two
women who work for a University
environmental group. When they
refused to cooperate, their supervisor
was questioned. He was asked by the
feds why the girls wouldn’t cooperate.
He replied, because they fear
COINTELPRO, the famousintelligence
program created by the FBI to disrupt
the activity of social radicals. When
the meeting ended, the feds stated,
“You can tell those girls we are not
going away.”

...Lhe FBI harassment has been very
difficult. For many people in Colorado
the campaign to stop Super Vail was

their first

introduction to the

environmental movement. Now, thanks
to the arson, they are suffering...

Valleylocals formed a unique coalition
to stop corporate intrusion onto our
public land. Side by side, concerned
citizens from all over Colorado stood
up and spoke out to the US Forest
Service and Vail Associates with the
message that the expansion is
unacceptable. However, everything
the coalition has achieved since 1995
crumbled to the barest of foundations
when the media reported that

supposed environmentalists were
responsible tor the tire. The governor

of Colorado denounced the arson as
an actof terrorism and an open season
on people known to be opposed to
Vail’s plan commenced.

The FBI's investigation began with
phone calls tolongtime environmen-
tal activists in Colorado. Timber sale
appeal experts and others who fight
the industrial invasion of Colorado
wildlands through the National En-
vironmental Protection Act process
received phone calls within the first
week after the fires. The general re-
sponse was, “I have no comment;
you can call my lawyer.”

During the next few weeks Vail Val-
ley locals began to receive phone calls
from Ole Johnny Law. Most locals,
unfamiliar with the FBI's infamous
harassment and coercion techniques,
agreed to speak with the feds under
specified terms. The FBI and ATF in-
terrogators proceeded to ignore their
promises. One local businessman
agreed to speak about the history of
Vail with a lawyer present, but the
feds insisted upon asking about other
people. After our friend repeatedly
stated he would not dignify the in-
quiry with answers, the feds stormed
out of theroom. Another local, whose
recent participation in the anti-ex-
pansion campaign was limited to at-
tending a slide show, agreed to meet
with the feds. Again the questions
were focused on who’s who and again
the interview went nowhere.

At this point any semblance of pa-
tience by the FBI began-to erode and
intimidation tactics began snowball-
ing. One Vail Valley anti-expansion
supporter was approached by an ATF
officer on the street in Vail and was
told his jacketlooked suspiciously like

A few weeks later the FBI began
snooping around another corner of the
state and probed into the lives of other
university students.. One woman
became a target of serious intimidation
and isolation. Her friends were
approached; her boss was questioned
for three hours, and her professors
were visited. Her environmental ethics
professor was asked to produce all the
papers handed-in during the semester
by this woman. The feds insinuated
she was a terrorist and wanted to know
about her lifestyle. After all that they
finally knocked on her door.

As a Happy New Year greeting, the
FBI began issuing subpoenas to activ-
ists to appear in front of a grand jury
on January 28. The first person to
receive a subpoena was approached
in Boston while visiting her parents
during the holidays. They followed
her while she
dropped her
mom off at
work and ap
proached her
while she was
taking garbage
to the dump, J
wearing only :
pajamas and = . IR
an overcoat. :

While we are
all confident of
our innocence,
the FBI harass- -
ment has been
very difficult.
For many
people in Colo-
rado the cam-
paign to stop
Super Vail was
their first introduction to the environ-
mental movement. Now, thanks to the
arson, they are suffering under the bur-
den of an investigation unprecedented
here in Colorado. Our strength is our
solidarity, and our belief is steadfast that
the real victim of the fires and the ensu-
inginvestigation is the Two Elk Roadless
Area and the pristine forests that will
soon be tamed into the resort lifestyle.

To support AFR contact us at POB
762, San Luis, Colorado 81152; (719)
672-3012; afr@amigo.net. '

ANDALF

THANK YOU
AND GOODNIGHT

BY DRr. SaxoN WooD

On November 24, UK Animal Liberation
Front press officer Robin Webb and Paul
Rogers, general editor of Green Anarchist,
walked out of court free men after their first
day on trial for what can best be described as
a thought crime.

The British state was trying to prosecute Webb and Rogers for “conspiracy
to incite persons unknown to criminal damage and arson,” charges for which
they could have possibly spent the rest of their lives in prison! Their charges
were not for crimes that ever happened, just ones the defendants may wish
would happen.

Stupid? Yes. Impossible? Surely, but as strange as it may seem, Noel Molland,
Steve Booth and myself had already been convicted of the same charges and
sentenced to prison for three years (see EF!J, December-January ‘98). We were
freed on bail after four and a half months, something that doesn’t happen
often in the UK.

Our conviction was quashed in July ‘98, but the comedy of errors didn’t end
there. The legal points we won our appeal on had to do with the fact that the
language in the indictments was wrong. Therefore the conviction couldn’t
really be quashed, since we hadn’t legally stood trial. Because of this, the court
was forced to free the other two so-called “coconspirators,” Webb and Rogers.
This was pretty much par for the course in a strange case that had been hanging
over the heads of some of the defendants since January 199S.

The well-known GANDALF case involved the content of publications from
two different news sources, the Animal Liberation Front Support Group
(ALFSG) newsletter and the Green Anarchist newspaper, which historically had
very little to do with each other (although Noel Molland had written articles
for both). Evidently, the police had problems with the alternative informa-
tion service they offered, which had the effect of undermining the monopoly
the police had over the distribution of news on the subjects of radical animal
liberation and green issues.

The prosecution had sought to make words like “direct action” illegal and
argued that the animal/earth liberation stories we published were “inciting”
because they portrayed the actions as good news. Even the content of book
reviews and the slogans on the t-shirts we sold were presented as evidence of
our intention to incite at the first trial, which lasted nearly 12 weeks and saw
three go to prison and Simon Russell of the ALFSG newsletter found not guilty.

The original trial outraged the alternative media as it was against everything
a liberal country like the UK was said to uphold. It was totally against the
principles outlined in the United Nations Convention on Human Rights, which

protects a free press and the freedom
of association and conscience.
During the investigation
preceding the trial, at least
eight police officers were
working on the case at any
one time, and 55 book shops
and individuals were raided
. for suspected involvement or
. interestin the green or animal
rights movements.

The cost of
the investiga-
tion was esti-
mated to be
around $8 mil-
lion, which

...AT LEAST €IGHT POLICE
OFFICERS WERE WORKING ON
THE CASE AT ANY ONE TIME,

mad e
AND 55 BOOK SHOPS AND [HIurres
INDIVIDUALS WERE RAIDED FOR [[rhguie
SUSPECTED INVOLVEMENT OR IRIRIE
INTEREST IN THE GREEN OR [SEvsyiii
ANIMAL RIGHTS MOVEMENTS. THE - SR
COST OF THE INVESTIGATION [Baumue
WAS ESTIMATED TO BE AROUND  [RESHESEr
$8 MILLION... i saeatte

police officers
involved, Ser-
geant Gunner, told the media, “This will not stop us from taking similar
actions against other people we suspect are inciting serious criminals.”

The fight for justice goes on. The police still possess the power that impris-
oned the defendants. For all we know, they may well be lining up the next target
who just wants tolivein a free, green, just world where there is equality between
humanity and animals. Watch this space!
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International Paper
Gov Marching Orders

ZAPATISTAS DRUM DIFFERENT BEAT

BY ORIN LANGELLE

International Paper Company’s vision statement
reads, “Ethical behavior and personal integrity are
the core of our culture. With customers and facili-
ties around the globe, we answer to the world.” We
say: Words are not enough. Join us in making
International Paper really answer to the world!

One of Mexico’s largest multinationals, Grupo
Pulsar, and the US-based International Paper Com-
pany (IP) are planning eucalyptus plantations for
pulp, paper and lumber production on indigenous
and ¢jido lands in southeastern Mexico. IP wants to
plant thousands of acres of eucalyptus in Chiapas.
Because the species is notoriously greedy for water
and soil nutrients, the areas selected for eucalyptus
plantations are condemned to desertification.
Big Timber Versus the Zapatistas

The timber industry is one of the biggest global
industries, behind telecommunications and the
auto industry. The power and weight of the tim-
ber industry’s influence in Chiapas is evidenced
by the manipulation of Article 27 and the rewrit-
ing of other new laws to open up Mexico for
timber exploitation. Article 27 was written as
result of the Mexican Revolution of 1910, spear-
headed by rebels such as Emiliano Zapata. It
promised agrarian reform and land redistribution
to peasant communities. A precondition for
Mexico entering the North American Free Trade
Agreement was reform of Article 27. It was rewrit-
ten by forestry under-secretary Luis Tellez (later
Mexican President Zedillo’s chief of staff and now
energy secretary) to permit the privatization of
communal land holdings. In part, the reform of
Article 27 forced the Zapatistas to declare war on
the government.

Tellez authorized two subsequent laws: a 1992
forestry law that allowed commercial tree planta-
tions and a 1997 revision of the law that literally
granted big timber’s wishes. The new regulations
implemented a series of proposals made in a June
1995 letter to Tellez from Edward Krobacker, IP’s
forestry division vice president. Big timber could
now receive hefty subsidies to acquire land parcels
of unlimited size.

The Mexican daily La Jornada recently reported,
“Finally, International Paper and its counterparts
gained government protection against the insur-
rection and a resolution on the uncertain situa-
tion in Chiapas, where Krobacker promised to
dedicate 400,000 hectares to cellulose production
[eucalyptus]. The military fence around the EZLN
[Zapatistas] and its supporters has been a palpable

demonstration of the commitment by the gov-
ernment of Ernesto Zedillo to the security of
transnational corporations.”
International Paper Goes Global

On November 24, 1998, International Paper an-
nounced itsmoney saving merger with Union Camp.
The combined net sales for both International Paper
and Union Camp reached $24.5 billion in 1997. Big
business means big abuses as International Paper,
the largest landholder in the US, has a horrific

From jungle to eucaptus plantation

reputation for employee health and safety, union
relations and environmental devastation.
Uniting Struggles Against International
Paper and Globalization

As social change and ecological movements
grow and unite, many people globally are under-

Gives Mexican

;ﬁk?

A Zapatista watches over the Selva Lacandon

standing that environmental devastation
and human suffering are just different
sides of the same coin. Action for Com-
munity and Ecology in the Rainforest of
Central America (ACERCA) and other
groups are calling for a campaign'to force
IP to “answer to the world” with regard to
» its blatant disregard for the indigenous
peoples, native species and forests of Chla-
_ pas and elsewhere.
This is an excellent opportunity to tie
local struggles in with global ones and
vice versa. This campaign intends toopen
up dialogue and common ground with
< the movement for social justice and hu-
\ § man rights.
< Please write IP Chief Executive Officer
n,]ohn Dillon and tell him it is not accept-
n ‘able to put eucalyptus plantations in
= southern Mexico and that you are boy-
cotting IP products.
John T. Dillon, Chairman and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer, International Paper Com-
pany, 2 Manhattanville Road, Purchase, NY 10577;
1-800-223-1268 or (914) 941-5145

To get involved with ACERCA, write to POB 57,
Burlington, VT 05402; (802) 863-0571 fax 864-8203;
acerca@sover.net; http://www.nativeforest.org/cam-
paigns/acerca/index.html.

KENYAN ECOLOGISTS BEATEN FOR PLANTING TREES'

Police Provoke Attack, Then Refuse to Investigate

December-January ’99). Work
stopped, and the Green Belt Move-

On January 8, Kenyan ecologist
Wangari Maathai suffered serioushead
injuries when private security guards
attacked and beat her and a group of
supporters and journalists who had
gone to the Karura forest near Nairobi,
Kenya to plant trees. Maathai, the
Green Belt Movement coordinator,
was hospitalized after being hiton the
head with a truncheon when the
guards, hired by unidentified real-
estate developers, charged the group.
One foreign journalist was hit on the
hand with a club, and a car belonging
to another reporter was damaged by
the guards, some of whom were armed
with stones and bows and arrows.

\

A police escort had been requested
by the tree planters, but it did not
show. It is believed that the police
notified the thugs of the tree planting.
When Maathai’s supporters reached
the police station and tried to con-
vince the police to return to the forest
and arrest their assailants, the police
actually ran away.

Real estate developers are encroach-
ing on the Karura forest located on
the northern outskirts of the Kenyan
capital, and Maathai has vowed to
fight corrupt developers by tirelessly
replanting trees. The destruction of
the Karura forest has provoked wide-
spread condemnation and generated

debate about the government’s habit
of quietly allocating prime land to
Key political supporters at little or no
cost. Last month some 50 riot police
confronted Maathai and supporters
asthey arrived at the 2,500-acre euca-
lyptus and cypress forest. The forest
is nestled amid some of the capital’s
most affluent suburbs and just beside
the headquarters of the United Na-
tion’s Environmental Protection
Agency. Swathes were quietly cut
through the forest earlier this year,
with the public learning of the de-
struction only when ecologists de-
scended on it in October and set fire
tothedeveloper’s equipment (see EF!J,

ment planted 15,000 saplings, aided
by youngsters from a neighboring
shanty town.

Please send letters of outrage to His
Excellency, President Daniel T. Arap
Moi, POB 30510, Nairobi Kenya;
Minister Lotodo, Ministry of the En-
vironment and Natural Resources,
POB 30126, Nairobi, Kenya; Mr.
Kipkora, Chief Conservator of For-
ests, POB 30513, Nairobi, Kenya. Send
messages of support and checks or
international money orders to the
Green Belt Movement, POB 67545,
Nairobi, Kenya (payable to the Green
Belt Movement, A/c 1500785).

—Gaia FounpATION

J
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Russian Nuciear Waste
TRANSPORT STOPPED

BY VLADIMIR SLIVYAK

The Bulgarian nuclear industry can-
celed a plan to transport nuclear waste
to Russia in December. In autumn
1998, the intergovernmental agree-
ment for the nuclear waste shipments
was protested in Russia, Bulgaria, Ro-
mania and Moldova, the countries
that signed the agreement, which in-
cludes shipments and reprocessing of
radioactive waste. Environmentalists
said the agreement by the govern-
ments promotes nuclear proliferation,
plutonium production and an in-
creased risk of nuclear accidents.

More than 200 environmental
groups from every corner of the globe
signed an appeal to the authorities
of the involved countries asking
them to cancel the plan to ship

On a dark December night doz-
ens of trucks loaded with 3,000
tons of industrial waste from Tai-
wan dumped their loads in the
Cambodian town of Bet Trang.
At daybreak, the 40 families of
the village, “thought we were in
luck!” says Em Sim, a resident.
The poor villagers used the white
plastic sacks holding the dusty
cement-like material as tents, bed-
ding, canopies and to store rice.
They ripped open the bags with
their teeth to get string for
clotheslines. '

No one told the villagers that
the material was compressed from
anrindustrial waste incinerator and
was contaminated with high lev-
els of mercury as well as hazard-
ous mixtures of other metals. In
fact, no one told the villagers that
they were handling toxic material
at all, not until journalists arrived
two weeks later to take pictures of
the dumpsite and the chlldren
playing there.

Once residents started suffermg

" others were hospitalized, the Bet

- the government to tell us we can

Activists from Eastern block countries protest nuclear proliferation

nuclear waste. Bulgarian and Rus-
sian environmental groups presented
the appeal to various parliaments.

Bulgarian officials said the ship-
ment was canceled because the
Moldovian parliament was opposed
to it. Alternative routes for the ship-
ment from Bulgaria to Russia,
through Romania and Ukraine,
haven’t been developed.

“Shipment of nuclear waste presents
serious danger to the environment
and people,” said Polina Kireva of the

‘Bulgarian environmental group Za

Zemyata. “Not only this shipment of
nuclear waste must be canceled but all
of the shipments planned for the fu-
ture. The waste should not move
through the borders. No countries
must send their waste to nelghbors .
she added. .

from headaches, white discharge
from their eyes, pain in their bones
and joints, fever, diarrhea, weight
loss and rashes, the military sealed
off the town and ordered them to
leave. But further aid was not forth-
coming. The government hasn’t
tested the townspeople, nor pro-
vided them with medical aid or
alternative shelter. It did threaten
to sue the Taiwanese company.
When the company refused to
take the waste back, saying it
couldn’t have dumped the waste
in Taiwan because of the threat of
public protests, the Cambodian
government backed down. Work-
ers have now begun sealing the
waste in barrels.

Though a dock worker who
cleaned out the hold of aship trans-
porting the material died and five

Trang villagers are eager to return
to their town. “We are waiting for

go back,” says Em Sim. “As soon as

they tell us its safe, we’ll go.” J

has staged two days of action in
recent months against the Tel
Aviv branch of Bank Hapoalim
due to its involvement in the
finance of the Trans Israel High-
way project. The bank is financ-
ing 70 percent of the cost of the
road, which will cut through for-
ests just outside Jerusalem and
result in the increase of cars, car-
bon monoxide and other pollut-
ants linked to
higher rates of
asthma and
other breathing
problems. Green
Action is calling
for a boycott of
Bank Hapoalim
to protest thein-
stitution’s re-
sponsibility for
the pending
socio-ecological
disaster.

At the actions
on October 28 _
and December 20, activists dis-
tributed leaflets to passersby ex-
plaining the bank’s involvement
with Highway 16. There were
similar events in Jerusalem and
Haifa involving around 20 people
each. In Tel Aviv four activists
dressed in black were “hanged”
from trees, with signs saying,
“Bank Hapoalim finances asthma
for the masses!” and, “Boycott
Bank Hapoalim.”

The media reported that there

.

The Israeli group Green Action -

Banner hangers protest ecologn:ally irresponsible Bank Hapoalzm

was an anti-bank action and the
reason for the demonstration but
rather strangely forgot to say which
bank! The bank justifies its posi-
tion by saying the government
approved the project and it is only
funding it.

Green Action is also planning
the first Green Action/Israel EF!
gathering on April 22-24 some-
where near Highway 16 in the
forest near Jerusalem. The focus

QI E‘Hi :
N mwanéﬁ

will be on the effects of
globalization, with information on
free trade zones and their implica-
tion on local communities, trans-
portation and road-raging direct
action tactics.

Anyone passing through Israel
should get in touch with Green
Action. Suggestions and help would
be appreciated. Viva! For more in-
formation contact Rony 972 3
5162349; greenman@shani.net;
www.greenaction.org.il.

J

Fire ENDS JAPANESE WHALING MissioN

BY SAXON

After a fire disabled the engine of
the only meat processing ship in

Japan’s controversial whaling fleet,
sending it home, four remaining
whaling ships could only continue to
the Southern Oceans of the Pacific to
carry out whale population census
recordings. It was a safer Christmas
for the minke whales. The Japanese
whalers had planned to slaughter 440
minke whales in the
name of “science.”

A spokesperson for
the fleet said the blaze
started in the meat
processing area of the
Nisshin Maru as it
steamed down the east
coast of Australia on
the way to the South-
ern Oceans. The fleet
was on its way there
for the 12th year in a
row, despite calls by
the International
Whaling Commission
(IWC) forJapan to stop
whaling.

Last’ April the fleet re-
turned with 438 minke
whales, bringing the to-

Australian Michael Deeley, chairman of the world’s largest
hardwood woodchipping company, North Ltd., worked up a
sweat shoveling a pile of woodchips dumped outside his house.
Though he only moved about one percent of the chips and was two
hours late for work, it was noble of Deeley to put in a little elbow
grease before calling in the cleaners. Better yet, the action was a
great opportunity for Earth First! and the Native Forest Network
to express their feelings about Deeley’s line of work.

tal killed for “science” to 3,767 since
the Southern Ocean was declared a

sanctuary by the IWC in 1994. The
meat from the whales killed is part of

a US$50 million-a-year whale meat
market in Japan.

“Under the circumstances, any
claim, no matter how loosely made,
that the ship was sabotaged by anti-
whaling advocates, is dangerous and
highly irresponsible,” a spokesper-
son for Breach Marine Protection said.
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The Last of a River's Dignity

Exploring the Reaches of the 'Ole Miss

BY JiIMMY DEMOS

" With little effort of our own, the river carried us
along. We had stopped paddling for a moment to
enjoy the simplicity of drifting at the river’s own
pace. Our canoe passed over a clean body of water,
dyed a bourbon-auburn by clay and silt deposits.
As was nature’s intention, the current moved
steadily. Here, the Mississippi was a beautiful body
of pure and unmolested, free-flowing river. Only
half a day’s paddle downstream, however, a long,
ugly, ecologically perverse series of industrial cor-
sets and straitjackets upset everything natural about
this river.

The two of us were a few days out of the great
river’s headwaters in Lake Itasca, Minnesota,
unhurriedly pursuing the end of its 2,500-mile
course at the Gulf of Mexico. My friend Carlos and
I had decided to spend our summer exploring the
Mississippi River. Whether or not we ever made it
to the Gulf didn’t seem to matter much; we were
lucky and thrilled to be along the river’s exquisite
northern reaches.

The pristine beauty of the Great North Woods
gathered all around us: the magic of an unpol-
luted, unregulated stream cutting its way through
wild rice and cattail marshes. Off in the distance
towered old stands of white pine, quaking aspen
and black maple that seemed to breath in the
presence of wind. A panorama of 360 degrees of
horizon, unblemished by awful cement smoke-
stacks or monstrous iron barges, provided great
volumes of fresh air.

With our paddles resting across our laps, it was as
though we had been integrated into the silence that
whispers in these parts. Droplets of water fell from
the wooden blades to gently tap, tap, tap the surface
of the quiet river, lending texture to the silence.

Looking around the Minnesota Headwaters Wil-
derness Area, it was hard to believe this is an
endangered ecosystem, that only this relatively
short leg of thelong Mississippi is clean, and for the
most part, unpolluted. Only the first couple hun-
dred miles are not controlled by lock, dam and
levee. This slight fraction of “the father of waters,”
or Mesipe, as the Chippewa called it, is all that
remains of the Mississippi River which pursues its
course as unrestricted water running inexorably
downriver. Why not preserve the whole damn
river and all of its shoreline?

After all, the Mississippi River valley is a bioregion
entirely of its own, and its welfare depends on the
delicate interworkings of each part of its vast and

me not to go. She said, “You may not come out
alive, or if you do survive, illness—irreversible
illness—will be in your future.” Within the majesty
of theriver’s far north, I thought these dire apprais-
als simply couldn’t apply. For me, the Mississippi
River was still very much alive.

So, alongits back we canoed. In spite of theriver’s
shoddy reputation and the admonitions to keep
away from it, there we were, paddling down the

most poisoned river in the states, swimming in it,

washing pots and pans in it, brushing our teeth
along its shores and using its water to gurgle, rinse
and spit. Aside from a few amoebas that might
cause a bad fit of the runs, I felt the river was safe...
until we came to the Champion Dam outside of
Little Falls, Minnesota.

A major player in the paper and pulp industry,
Champion International produces over 6.5 million
tons of paper, paperboard and market pulp each
year. It owns more than five million acres of forest-
lands, making it one of the largest private land
owners in the country. In Texas alone, its land
holdings add up to almost twice those of the US
Forest Service.

Champion'’s chlorine bleaching process is a ma-
jor source of pollution in the Mississippi’s alluvial
and riverine environment. Yet, Champion’s web
site boasts that a forest is “more than just trees. It
is also the air, water, soil, plants, animals and fish
that form a living, breathing ecosystem... Our goal
is to ensure that our forests thrive in their abun-
dantandrich diversity.” That’s a helluva statement
for such an enormous corporate tree-cutter.

Just a little hard-nosed research shows that, far
from being a friend to fish, water and tree, Cham-
pion Paper is among the pernicious corps of their
despoilers. Its chlorine bleaching process generates
dioxins, furons and other ecologically insidious
toxins that invariably make it past inadequate
wastewater treatment facilities into the Missis-
sippi. The casualties include fish and other aquatic
organisms in the vicinity -of the rusty pipe that
ceaselessly dumps toxic waste. How can Champion
employ salubrious adjectives like rich, breathing
and diversity (the cherished vocabulary of envi-
ronmentalists) in a description of the ecosystem its
chlorine is destroying? Its true goal is to continue
to generate profits: $1,919,900,000 in profits over
the last decade, placing Champion in the ranks of
the Fortune 500. -

I tried to ignore all the dirty facts along the

pristine stretches of the upper river that precede

the dam, however, the anticipation of that initial

Big soke o Oe Miss

complex ecosystem. If you cut off a leg of that
environmental composite, the whole thing will
bleed to death, which is what is happening now (or
perhaps already has). The September-October 98
issue of E Magazine didn’t even bother to include the
Mississippi in its list of America’s 20 most endan-
gered rivers. Presumably, it’s fallen from the endan-
gered list to that of the extinct. Dead. Irrevocably
gone. Forgotten.

This moribund classification resonates well with
popular notions of the Mississippi as the cesspool of
the Rust Belt. One pollution expert had warned me
about the polyvinyl chlorides on the river, urging
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" the tree line, looming like outposts
of the forest’s plunderers, was so
strong and unrelenting I began to
have trouble enjoying my woodsy
surroundings. I even thought I
could smell something not quite
natural and wholesome, some air-
borne synthetic smell seeping in
through my nostrils.

What we were approaching
downriver was no secret to me. I was
trying to take it all in before it ended:
the last fleeting moment of
unharassed river embellished only
by nature’s jewels. Soon enough, the
fears of my apprehension, the ad-
ventof industry, promisingtheriver’s
quick ruination, asserted themselves.

“Do you smell that?” Carlos asked me, twitching
his nose.

I inhaled deeply, though it wasn’t necessary.

The foreign odor was by now sufficiently strong.
“Yeah, I do. It's gotta be some factory we're
coming up on.”

“It fuckin’ reeks,” he replied, contorting his face
into a sour grimace.

The scent could be categorized as neither fra-
grance nor aroma but only as a noxious, malodor-
ous funk we had canoed into. Our only recourse
was a defensive gag, coughed up in disgust. We

encounter with smokestacks over
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quickly accelerated in hopes of losing the bad air.

One minute we were in the thick of it, holding our
breath and paddling quickly, and the next, we were
thankfully removed. Soon enough, it was solid, un-
avoidable, inescapable, having matriculated into the
fabric of the place, adhering like a thick, invisible,
putrid cream to the bark of trees and settling upon
the verdant green marsh like a rank, sticky vapor. A
strange smell, it couldn’t have been welcomed by the
native creatures. In fact, the cottonwoods across the
way seemed to peculiarly shiver and shake, as though
in an effort to uproot themselves, trod off and trans-
plant their trunks elsewhere. It was a rancid, foul
chemical excreta that had taken up residence in a
place where normally one would be stroked with the
wafting, mingling scents of pine, daisy and rich,
moist earth.

Coming around a bend in the river, first one, then
another smokestack appeared, as though out of abad
dream where they build factories in forests. Gray
billows of smoke were released from their crowns.
The sight was preceded by the smell and succeedéed
by the calibrated thythm of machinery marching out
amechanical tune. I just wanted to get the hell away
from it, but first we had to run its gauntlet. .

Just one of 11 paper mills owned and operated by
Champion in the US, the mill receives its power from
a hydroelectric dam, also owned and operated by
Champion. Marx would be appalled: acompany that
not only controls the means of production but like-
wise the energy source to power it.

We had to portage around the cement dam and
walk behind a fence posted with odiously familiar
signs ordering us not to trespass under penalty of
law. With the canoe up on our shoulders, we paused
to observe. Through the gaps in the chain-link fence,
we watched as the Mississippi cascaded through
confining hydroelectric cement chambers, over steel
doors and, at last, into its own homely earthen
riverbed. A two-foot-tall pipe emerging mysteriously
from the river bank spewed polluted, chlorinated
cream into the river.

In the city, one is desensitized by the ubiquitous
signs and citadels of industry. But there, in the woods,
where its stations stick out like sore thumbs or lepers,
one can recognize with immediate, acute repugnance
the offensive nature assumed by industry.

Continuing south, we approached a steadily in-
creasing succession of more dams, mills and facto-
ries. We followed the river’s windy route, realizing
with rueful scorn that the Mississippi was a bit
weaker, somewhat diminished and partly robbed of
its vigor and stamina. From there it becomes the Rust
Belt’s “cesspool,” forms the “Cancer Corridor” of
Louisiana and dumps out effetely and with little left
of its original self into the Gulf of Mexico, where it
can finally lose itself forever. But at least in northern
Minnesota, there’s a pocket of a river’s dignity. Near
its source, it’s still a thing of untarnished beauty. Let
it not diminish.

To brows Champion’s website go to
www.championpaper.com/acreage/acrinf.html.
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UNCOMPROMISING NONVIOLENT RESISTANCE IN DEFENSE OF MOTHER EARTH!

Introducing Santa Barbara Earth First!:

A Call for Action and Revolution!

“GIANT OIL SLICK SPREADING IN SANTA BARBARA CHANNEL,” the head-
lines shouted on January 29, 1969. An Unocal oil well off the Santa Barbara
coast had cracked, creating a 3 million gallon layer of sludge that smothered
20 miles of coastline and stretched 40 miles out to sea. Thousands of angry
residents demanded immediate action, and the emergence of similar environ-
mental crises across the globe revealed the urgency of rediscovering human-
kind’s natural roots. Overnight, Santa Barbara received international attention
and became the birthplace of today’s mainstream environmental movement.

Today, 3 decades later, our beachside commumty along the
Central California coast is threatened by yet another crisis, one that
is far more complex and fundamental than a
single oil spill. Many people are again
demanding immediate action. And with the
arrival of the Earth First] movement to Santa
Barbara, our bioregion once again has the
potential to become the birthplace of a radi-
cally different environmental consciousness.
The Crisis

We are witnessing the ‘loss of af least
30,000 species per year worldwide; the 100-
plus endangered and threatened species that
occur along California’s Central Coast may
await a similar fate. While our politicians
dismantle our nation’s environmental laws in
the name of Corporate America, oil
companies, developers, and’ corporate
agriculture are converting Santa Bar- -
bara into a toxic, concrete~-dominated,
monoculture moonscape. Nature is
succumbing to multinational con-
glomerates that spread their diseases
of consumerism and dominance in
their quest to'maximize profits. And
humanity’s over-reliance on technol-
ogy has resulted in the mechanization of thought labor, and natural processes.
The Revolution Solution!

Amidst the destruction, optmusm must and does remain within many spir-
ited activists. - Historically, such crises have planted the seeds of resistance and
revolution within the thoughts and actions of those who accept the responsi-
b111ty to empower themselves. Now, again, the time is ripe for revolution

see REVOLUTIONT on back page

Massive Creek Pollution Closes Beaches

Recent testing has revealed widespread pollution at Santa Barbara’s world-
renowned beaches. Extremely unsafe bacteria levels that exceed all state stan-
dards have been identified at Rincon, Carpinteria State, East Beach at both
Mission and Sycamore Creeks, Arroyo Quemada, and Jalama beaches in the
summer months alone. These beaches have been closed until further notice.

Advisory warnings have been posted at 6 other area beaches where water
testing has indicated the presence of elevated levels of bacteria. Only 16
beaches are tested for bacteria in the County, demonstrating the widespread
pollution of creeks and beaches in this tourism-dependent town.

While county officials have begun their Watershed Characterization Study,
in which only 4 area creeks will be tested only 4 times per year, residents are
becoming increasingly outraged at ongoing beach closures. Nearly 200 ac-
tivists rallied outside the County Administration building in August to re-
nounce the inaction of the Board of Supervisors.

Earth First] and a coalition of other environmental groups advocate the
prompt identification and immediate shutdown of all major pollution sources.

. 3 : 2k
Tens of thousands of ancient oaks like thus Valley Oak (Quercus lobata) are threatened
by rapidly-expanding corporate vineyards in Santa Barbara County. Over 2,000 oaks
have recently been clearcut in the Los Alamos Valley alone.

Central California’s Gaviota Coastline
Threatened by Rampant Development

The Gaviota Coast begins just north of Point Conception, and extends 40
miles south near the small community of Ellwood. Here, towering coastal
bluffs rise from the pounding Pacific surf and offer spectacular views of the
five distant Channel Islands. Pristine grasslands on the coastal plain quickly
give way to the steep, chaparral slopes of the Santa Ynez Mountains.

Developers, however, have other plans for this largest expanse of undevel-
oped coastline in Santa Barbara County. A concrete cornucopia of golf courses,
luxury hotels, and countless housing subdivisions threaten to transform this
: pristine coastline into yet another Los Angeles concrete and
asphalt mosaic.

A rancher is claiming that a 17th century map
permits the construction: of 354 homes in the old
_township of Naples. Immediately down the coast,
¥ ARCO is preparing to construct 2 approved golf

' courses atop coastal bluffs that border a
seal rookery. A 400-room luxury hotel is
o, currently being constructed at Haskell’s
¥ Beach near Winchester Canyon. And
% Orange County developer Southwest Di-
versified has sued county officials and
the California Coastal Commission in its
attempts to dump 154 luxury homes on
top of rare native grasslands, wetlands,
and the West Coast’s largest Monarch
Butterﬂy overwintering site.

With many of these projects
"already approved, the bulldozers
; are creeping up the Gaviota Coast
right now! By placing your name
M on SBEFI’s “Beat the Bulldozers”
activist list (see back page), you

%@_&%_ will be contacted to help stop the

dozer destruction.

Tlibusands of Ancient Oak Trees

Clearcut for Corporate Vineyards

Last November, industrial wine beast Kendall-Jackson (K-J) clearcut nearly
900 ancient oak trees. The mangled branches and splintered trunks were then
bulldozed into large burn piles to make way for K-J’s new 545-acre, $10 mil-
lion Camelot vineyard. The trees were cut from an expansive oak savarmah
and woodlands adjacent to Highway 101 in the Los Alamos Valley, approxi-
mately 55 miles north of the city of Santa Barbara.

Ironically, the clearcutting began just days after K-J hosted a workshop for
wine industry representatives to discuss the voluntary protection of oak trees.

The K-J clearcut is only one of many recent episodes of massive oak de-
struction in Santa Barbara County. Over 2,000 ancient oak trees have been
toppled from several vineyards in the Los Alamos Valley alone in the past 2
years. In fact, vineyard expansion in the last 2 years has removed more oaks
than has all commercial and residential development here in the last 10 years!
Local experts now predict that the county’s vineyard acreage will triple in less
than a decade, resulting in the additional loss of fens of thousands of oaks.
Politics As Usual

County officials maintained that K-J’s clearcut was legal. The Santa Bar-
bara County Board of Supervisors discussed the K-J cleacutting incident in
early December to calm local residents, many of whom witnessed the clearcut-
ting firsthand. After hearing hours of public testimony that denounced the
county’s lack of an oak tree protection ordinance, county officials vowed to

work with the industry winos to draft voluntary guidelines. OAKS
see on next page
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Kendall-Jackson: Portrait of a Killer

Kendall-Jackson (K-J) has a history of oak tree massacre and should be
considered armed (with bulldozers, vineyard stakes, and payola) and extremely
dangerous. K-J’s extensive criminal record includes oak clearing in Windsor,
monstrous winery construction in Alexander Valley, and redwood logging in
the Occidental Hills. Victims typically include elderly Valley, Blue, and Coast
Live Oaks, but innocent young saplings have also been targeted.

Headquartered in Sonoma County in Northern California, K-J is rarely seen
and has the keen ability to descend upon the unsuspecting landscapes of dis-
tant communities. The industry giant owns about 10,000 acres in California,
as well as substantial holdings in Latin America and Europe.

Front-man and co-conspirator Jess Jackson, whose current whereabouts
are unkown, was a former trial lawyer for the wise use movement and has
probably maintained connections with the notorious Pacific Legal Foundation.

K-J has defended its recent slaughter of 900 oaks by claiming that it failed
to kill the 8,000 oaks that still remain on the property. No oak is safe until this
unremorseful, immoral, and relentless beast is finally brought to eco-justicel

OAKS (continued from front page)

In February, the Supervisors considered several options for formal oak tree
protection. The Supervisors’ staff recommended the adoption of an urgency
ordinance that would provide immediate protection of oak trees. However,
county agriculture officials opposed any regulation on a/l agricultural lands,
and issued a demand to drop or postpone any decision on oak tree protection.
The Santa Barbara County Farm Bureau admonished that “the rights of private
property owners to use their property cannot be infringed upon by a few well
meaning but misguided do-gooders.” Taking heed, the Schmoozervisors op-
posed their own staff’s recommendation, failed to enact any type of ordinance,
and instead voted unanimously to initiate a “collaborative process” whereby
agriculturalists and environmentalists would, you guessed it, compromise.

Two months later, 50 vintners pledged to voluntarily plant 10 oaks for
every one that is removed. Earth First] maintains that no oaks should be
“removed” in the first place, and that their toothless voluntary guidelines pro-
vide no mechanisms to protect oaks before they are cut down.

Lawsuits and Initiatives

Two milestones in oak tree protection were achieved in April. Coinciden-
tally, the Board of Supervisors had nothing to do with either of them.

Under the motto “No Good Wine From Dead Oaks,” a newly-formed coali-
tion called the Alliance to Conserve Oak Resources Now (ACORN) announced
their petition drive to place an oak protection measure on the November ballot.
To qualify, the coalition of scientists, enviros, and a local organic vintner
needed to collect 13,400 signatures in less than 3 months. While stopping
short of a complete ban on oak tree removal, the initiative calls for no net loss
of trees and would establish different degrees of protection for oaks depending

Ecology, History, and Future of Santa Barbara Oaks

100 species of birds are found in oak ecosystems. And over
60 mammalian species (one-third of California’s total mam-
malian species) are dependent on oaks.

Oak communities comprise California’s most biologically
diverse ecosystems and cover more than 1/3 of the state.
Their remarkable ability to resist fire, wind, drought, and dis-~
ease allows some California oaks to reach over 600 years of
age, over 100 tall, and over 12 feet in trunk diameter.
0Oak Species

Out of the 9 oak tree species that occur in California, the
most common in Santa Barbara include Valley Oak, Coast Live
Oak, and Blue Oak. The Coast Live Oak is unique among
California oaks in its ability to survive along the coast. The
Blue Oak typically occurs on the hot, dry foothills of interior
valleys. The Valley Oak is the largest American oak and oc-~
cupies inland valleys and low foothills. Both Valley and Blue
Oaks are restricted to California and found nowhere else.

Native oaks provide shelter, nesting sites, travel corridors,
and a reliable food source for thousands of animal species. In
fact, oak acorn production ensures the survival of countless
animals during the fall months, when other food sources are
scarce and when many animals must put on fat for the winter.

Oaks support over 5,000 insect species, including moths,
butterflies, beetles, wasps, bees, ants, and millipedes. More
than 80 reptile species reside in California oak communities,
including lizards, salamanders, toads, frogs, and snakes. Over

Historical Decline

acorns.

Los Alamos Valley Vineyards

velopment.

Acorns were the primary food source for most Native
Californians, and religious ceremonies preceeded each year’s
crop. Lunar cycles were followed according to the ripening of
Oaks were also revered as spiritual symbols sur-
rounding birth, puberty, marriage, and death. In addition,
oaks were important for trade, medicine, and dyes.

Spanish explorer Juan Cabrillo noted in the 17th century
that one could walk from Rincon Point (southern Santa Bar-
bara) to Gaviota Point (65 miles west) without ever leaving
the shade of an oak tree. By the early 1800s, however, oaks
were being rapidly consumed as an energy source for the
Spanish missions along California’s coast. Intensive farming
and grazing began to decimate oak communities as well.

By 1849, Gold Rush prospectors were toppling even more
oaks to fuel locomotives. Large amounts of oak wood was also
sent to L.A. or used for wagon construction, tools, or firewood.
Millions of acres were cleared for farmland and flood control.
By the turn of the century, 90% of California’s Valley Oak ri-
parian forests had been destroyed.

California’s human population exploded after the 1940s,
during which time oaks declined precipitously from the in-~
tensive development of homes and related infrastructure.
Since the 1970s, over 92,000 oak acres have been lost to de-

Quit Yer Damned Wining!

Agricultural clearing, spurred by the state’s burgeoning
wine industry, now represents the single most consumptive
use of California oak woodlands. Suitable land for wine grape

on their width, height, and species.

One week later, the usually-moderate Sierra Club filed a lawsuit against
county Supervisors and K-J. The lawsuit alleged that the county’s issuance of a
grading permit to K-J lacked an adequate evaluation of significant environ-
mental impacts. County officials maintained the legality of the grading permit
under which K-J’s oak clearcutting was executed.

Supervisors Under the Influence of Bad Wine?

~ The lawsuit and initiative drive infuriated county Supervisors, who praised
the “success” of the collaborative process and warned that any voluntary
guidelines would be jeopardized by the litigation and ballot measure. Nearly 6
months after the K-J clearcutting of oak trees, and despite no action whatsoever
taken on the part of county Supervisors to provide immediate oak tree protec-
tion, Supervisor Tim Staffel profoundly claimed, “We’re off to a good start. We
should continue with the collaborative process. It’s the way to go.” Fearing
that a regulatory approach would prevent total oak annihilation, K-J green-
washing lackey Jenny Williamson announced that K-J would be willing to
provide some blood money to help keep the collaborative process alive.

In June, ACORN announced their collection of 19,760 signatures in sup-
port of the oak protection ballot measure. One month later, County Supervi-
sors voted 3-2 to place a competing oak tree protection measure on the No-
vember ballot. The measure was signed by only 6 farmers, ranchers, and vint-
ners, and authored by developer attorney and property-rights advocate Susan
Petrovich, who also happens to be defending K-J in the Sierra Club lawsuit. As
proposed, the counter-initiative will actually dismantle current land use laws
that afford minimal protection of oaks, and does not even prevent clearcutting.
Update!

At press time, the Supervisors continue rely on the establishment of volun-
tary guidelines as County’s only means of oak tree protection. The lawsuit
against K-J and the Supes is still awaiting trial. K-J continues to remove oaks
from its vineyard site in Los Alamos, and reports of other large-scale oak clear-
cuts in northern Santa Barbara County are awaiting confirmation. As the No-
vember election nears, such reports are expected to increase as property
owners engage in the massive destruction of oaks to avoid regulation if the
ACORN measure passes.

While Santa Barbara Earth Firstl supports the ACORN initiative, we stead-
fastly maintain that NO oaks should be removed from anywhere over any
amount of time, with extremely limited exceptions. In keeping with our un-
compromising stance, we will continue to independently monitor the Santa
Maria, Santa Ynez, and Los Alamos valleys, will report the illegal removal of
oak trees to county officials, and will mobilize activists to place their bodies on
the line to directly halt the further destruction of our oak landscape. Perhaps
we will join K-J for a little afternoon wine tasting at its Cambria Winery in
Santa Maria. And if K-J doesn’t remove their newly-planted grapevines and
irrigation pipes in a prompt and orderly fashion, perhaps some brave midnight
warriors will have to do it themselves, the old-fashioned way.

BEFORE: 211 Oaks AFTER: 1 Oak
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Developers

MAP PROJECT NAME SIZE (ftd). STATUS

COMMERICAL/INDUSTRIAL PROJECTS ,%

Descend Upon the Gaviota Coastline & Goleta Valley

8 ¢

D‘;_AL CAKS RD.

1 ACE-ABLE Office Space 35,177 Pending Cnst 2 . M

2 Allstore Self Storage 124,000 Under Cnst /D -J- ﬁ LY Do

3 ARCO Links Golf Course 27 Holes Pending Cnst /7 C Clol >
4 Camino Real Marketplace 500,000 Under Cnst

5 Castilian Technical Center 128,000 Pending Cnst 16 Albertson’s Grocery Store 48,247 Proposed 27 SB Christian School 800 students  Proposed
6 Extended Stay Hotel 122 Rooms Constructed 17 Bermant Pine Ave. Office 14,520 Proposed 28 SB Shores Park 120 acres Proposed
7 Fairview Commercial 16,620 Approved 18 Carl’s Jr. Fast Food 3,405 Proposed 29 St. Anathasius 24728 Proposed
8 Jack-in-the-Box Fast Food 2,637 Approved 19 Congregation B'nai B'rith 5718 Proposed 30 St. Raphael’s Cmty. Cntr. 10,600 Approved
9 Koke Commercial Building 4,100 Pending Cnst 20 Duerner Recreation Camp Proposed 31 Delco Industrial Space Potential
10 Raytheon Industrial 204,000 Approved 21 Garl Commercial Building 2,100 Proposed 32 Sumida Hotel Potential
" SB Club Resort & Spa 400 Rooms Under Cnst 22 Joslyn Industrial Center 205,773 Proposed 33 Page Family Hotel Potential
12 Storke Hollister Research 56,800 Pending Cnst 23 Keeler Guest Ranch Proposed 34 Raytheon Indust. Space Potential
13 Timm Self-Storage 49,670 Constructed 24 Lash Construction Office 3,800 Proposed 35 Raytheon Triangle Hotel Proposed
14 Toyota Auto Dealership 11,420 Pending Cnst 25 Mentor Corp. Office Bldg. 68,278 Approved 36 Theater/Retail Complex Potential
15 Airport Plaza 78,324 Proposed 26 Miller Horse Operation Proposed 37 Thornwood Industrial Pk. Potential

RESIDENTIAL PROJECTS
MAP NAME SIZE (units) STATUS 48 Rancho Esperanza 8 Under Cnst 59 Forte Ranch Phase II 63 Proposed

38 Cathedral Pointe 48 Constructed 49 San Marcos Court 13 Under Cnst 60 Heritage House Spcl.Cr. Hm. 50 Proposed
39 Devereux School Housing 28 Constructed 50 Storke Ranch 275 Under Cnst 61 Monarch Point Reserve 161 Proposed
40 Glen Annie Homes 60 Under Cnst 51 Vinatage Ranch 1 Under Cnst 62 0Oak View Homes 30 Proposed
41 Hollipat Apartments 35 Pending Cnst 52 Winchester Commons 146 Under Cnst 63 Orchard Park 40 Proposed
42 La Sumida Gardens Apts. 176 Pending Cnst 53 Maravilla Senior Community 386 Approved 64 Sandpiper Residential Proj. 159 Proposed
43 Los Carneros Cmty. Apts. 235 Proposed 54 Naples 354 Potential 65 NW Storke/Hollister Potential
44 Mountain View Ranch 112 Under Cnst 55 Bridle Ridge 75 Proposed 66 Santa Felicia Potential
45 Pabble Hill Homes 38 Pending Cnst 56 Westfield LLC 45 Proposed 67  More Mesa Potential
46 Positano Apartments 118 Constructed 57 Creekside Village 72 Proposed 68 UCSB NW Campus Housing 513 Proposed
47 Pozzato/La Riata Homes 24 Pending Cnst 58 Emanuel Development 3 Proposed :

®
Wilderness, Incorporated?

The U.S. Forest Service’s (USFS) Recreation Fee
Demonstration Program (RFDP), currently being
implemented in over 100 national forests, is impos-
ing daily user fees on those who enter national
forest lands. Hikers who have parked in Santa Bar-
bara’s Los Padres National Forest without a $5 daily
“Adventure Pass” have been fined over $100.

The Adventure Pass is supported, lobbied for,
and partially funded by the American Recreation
Coalition, a consortium of over 100 wise-use in-
dustry types, including manufacturers of motor
boats, jet skis, RVs, motorcycles, ORVs, and snow-
mobiles, as well as sporting equipment manufac-
turers, campground concessionaires, the National
Rifle Association, and the Walt Disney Company.

Recent budget reductions, along with below-
cost subsidies for logging, mining, and grazing,
have sent the USFS scrambling for money. Support-
ing the RFDP encourages future underfunding of
the USFS. Boycott the Adventure Pass!

HISTORY (continued from previous page)
production is becoming increasingly scarce and costly in
Napa and Sonoma counties in the heart of Northern
California’s Wine Country. Large corporate wine pro-
ducers are now descending upon the coastal valleys and
foothills of Santa Barbara, where cheap land with excel-
lent grape-growing conditions remains abundant. Here,
widespread vineyard expansion in the Los Alamos, Santa
Maria, and Santa Ynez Valleys has recently made wine
the region’s leading agricultural commodity. Such an
influx of out-of-town industrial vintners is beginning to
jeopardize the future of local, organic vintners and Santa
Barbara’s remaining oak communities.
The Future of California Oaks

By next century, it is estimated that an aditional
244,000 oak woodland acres will be destroyed in Cali-
fornia. Valley and Blue Oaks are experiencing a wide-
spread lack of oak regeneration due to the introduction
of non-native grasses, soil compaction and trampling
from livestock, predator control, and fire suppresion.

Oaks will continue to compete with farmers and de-
velopers for prime valley and foothill lands, placing the
future of these magnificent trees in question. But with
Santa Barbara’s oaks already reduced to 58% of historic
levels, one certainty remains: the removal of even one
more oak will become increasingly difficult to justify.

REGIONAL ROUND-UP

Flood Control District Threatens Creeks

The county’s Flood Control District has released its
annual “maintenance plan” that calls for the clear-
ing of miles of creek vegetation. The District has
also proposed the damning of Montecito Creek to
prevent the downstream accumulation of storm
debris. Earth First! will continue to monitor District
activities and, when necessary, halt their continued
destruction and imprisonment of local creeks.

Free the Santa Ynez River!

Santa Ynez River historically supported southern
California’s largest steelhead run, with as many as
30,000 fish making their annual upstream migra-
tion to spawn in the river’s tributaries. The con-
struction of Bradbury Dam in the mid-1900s re-
stricted access to spawning areas and reduced the
steelhead population to its current size of 200 fish.
While farmers, water agencies, and enviros debate
the best way to transport fish around the dam, Earth
First! calls for complete removal of the dam, resto~
ration of the submerged valleys, and widespread
water conservation to compensate for the loss of the
Cachuma Reservoir water supply.

Santa Maria Mining Equipment Sabotaged!

The Kaiser Sand and Gravel Company, which con-
ducts extensive mining operations in the Sisquoc
River near Santa Maria, discovered that someone
poured sand into the transmissions of 6 pieces of
heavy equipment, destroying the machines’ engines
and causing $250,000 damage. Company officials
insisted that it was not the work of an amateur.
Unocal Trashes Central California Coast

Unocal admitted to leaking 8.5 million gallons of
diluent for almost 4 decades at its Guadalupe Dunes
oil operations just north of the Santa Barbara County
line. The diluent has contaminated the Santa Maria
River and threatens 18 species of endangered dune
plants and more than 200 bird species. In nearby
Avila Beach, Unocal pipelines have tainted over
100,000 cubic yards of soil.

UCSB Housing & the Isla Vista Seawall

A proposal by beach-front property owners along
Del Playa Drive in the college community of Isla
Vista have proposed the construction of a 14-foot
tall, 1 mile long seawall to protect their homes from
continued beach erosion. The seawall would restrict
beach access, erode the beach, and look really ugly.

SB Endangered Species

At least 27 animal and 30 plant species in Santa
Barbara County and the nearby Channel Islands are
classified as endangered, threatened, or rare, or pro-
posed as such, by state and federal wildlife agencies.
This dramatic loss of biodiversity has primarily resulted
from loss of habitat due to intensive agricultural, resi-
dential, and commercial development; livestock over-
grazing; the introduction of aggressive non-native
species; and the use of DDT and other toxic pesticides.

The U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service (FWS) is mandated by
the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) to conserve and restore
species and habitats using only
the best scientific data. How-
ever, FWS more often bases its
decisions on political consid-~
erations. The agency’s most re-
cent political experiment with
biodiversity is a proposal to
prematurely remove 3 Santa
Barbara species, including the
Peregrine Falcon, Tidewater
Goby, and Island Night Lizard,
from the endangered species list.

The FWS maintains that these species have recov-
ered to levels that no longer require legal protection
under the ESA. Yet California’s American Peregrine
Falcon population barely exceeds 100 birds, and the
state’s top 5 Tidewater Goby experts are adamantly op-

Steelhead Trout
(Oncorhynchus mykiss)

- posed to the delisting of the Tidewater Goby.

Recently, the ESA has come under increasing attack
from farmers, developers, industry, and some large
property owners who claim that the law’s overly-
restrictive provisions fail to provide for the successful
recovery of endangered species. Could the FWS be
staging the “recovery” of these 3 species in an attempt
to falsely prove the questionable success of the ESA?

With the FWS’s premature delisting proposal, and
with an increasing number of species in Santa Barbara
and elsewhere becoming eligible for endangered spe-
cies listing, Santa Barbara Earth First! supports the
strengthening of the ESA to prohibit any action that
harms even one more endangered species.



EARTH FIPSTY. AN INTRODUCTION

The No-Compromise
Environmental Movement

Since its emergence in the 1960s, modern
environmentalism has made great achievements.
Yet many activists have begun to question the
legitimacy, tactics, and goals of today’s movement.
Earth Firstl is leading the call for a stronger, radi-
cally different environmental revolution.

The Problem

Mainstream environmentalism has become
increasingly entangled in politics and interest-
group compromises. Over-reliance on technical
quick-fixes and short-term public policy issues
fails to address the underlying assumptions of
economic growth and consumer capitalism.
Grassroots community organizing is threatened
by the expanding bureaucratic and hierarchical
structure of mainstream groups with national
headquarters, regional offices, boards of directors,
and over-paid officers. And the movement is be-~
coming co-opted by the very corporations that are
responsible for today’s environmental crisis.

The Solution

Earth First! was founded in 1979 in response
to this lethargic, compromising, and increasingly
corporate environmentalism. With its motto of
“No Compromise in Defense of Mother Earthl,”
EFT became the sole advocate of direct action and
non-violent civil disobedience to defend our re-
maining wild places.

Earth Firstl is not a membership organization,;
1atner, we are an activist movement. We have no
central headquarters, but instead consist of
tightly-knit, autonomous local groups from over
one dozen countries. We have no decision-
making boards or paid officers; our decisions are
only reached through consensus, and activists are
encouraged to attain their own leadership poten-
tial. We act from clear, Deep Ecological princi-
ples, and we NEVER compromisel

SANTA B

Direct Action Gets the Goods!

We believe that the situation we face is so serious, and the changes demanded by it so massive, that
the only solution is for people to take the future into their own hands and physically halt the destruction
of the natural world. By advocating and practicing direct action, EFI seeks to achieve its ends through
the most direct and immediately effective means. This sometimes requires lawful demonstrations, ral-
lies, or street theater. When left with no other legal options, we will take the law into our own hands
through civil disobedience. This involves the physical occupation of corporate or agency headquarters,
banner hangings, road blockades, human lockdowns to bulldozers and other destruction équipment,
and tree-sits. Whether lawful or unlawful, our actions a/ways adhere to the principles of non-violence.

Deep Ecology: Cultivating an Ecological Consciousness

“We believe that we may not need something new, but need fo reawaken something very old, to reawaken our understandmg of
Earth wisdom. In the broadest sense, we need fo.accept the invitation fo the dance-~the dance of unity of humans, plants, ani-

mals, the Earth. We need fo cultivate an ecological consciousness.”

Working within the confines of the conven-
tional political system to solve our continuing
environmental crisis often delivers short-term
victories. However, such a “shallow” strategy in-
evitably fails to address the underlying cultural
and philosophical causes of our environmental
destruction. Earth Firstl leads a growing alliance
of activists calling for “deeper” change.

The distinction between Shallow and Deep
Ecology was introduced in 1973 by Norwegian
philosopher Arne Naess. Shallow Ecology is only
concerned with the environmental crisis and its
immediate effects on human health and affluence.
Deep Ecology, on the other hand, rejects such an
anthropocentric approach and instead focuses on
individual and cultural transformation through
the “cultivation of an ecological consciousness.”

Deep Ecology challenges us to develop an al-
ternative holistic philosophy to replace the domi-
nant worldview that is responsible for our current
crisis. We need to expand our awareness of the
actuality and interconnectedness of rocks, wolves,
trees, and rivers. And we need to act from clear
principles. Devall and Sessions have suggested
the following Degp Ecological principles: ;

o The well-being and flourishing of human and non-

RAFA EAETH

--Bill Devall & George Sessions

human Life on Earth have value in themselves. These
values are.independent of the usefulness of the non-
human world for human purposes;
e Richness and diversity of life forms contribute to the
realization of these values and are values in themselves;
e Humans have no right to reduce this richness and di-~
versity except to satisfy vita/needs;
e The flourishing of human life and cultures is com-
patible with a substantial decrease of the human
populaﬁon The ' flourishing of non~hurdan life re-
quires such a decrease;
e Human interference with the non- hu.mah world is
excessive, and the situation is rapidly worsening;
e Policies must therefore be changed. These policies
affect basic economic, technological, and ideological
structures. The resulting state of affairs will be deeply
different from the present;
e The ideological changeis mainly that of appreciating
life quality rather than: adhering to an increasingly
higher standard of living. There will be a profound
awareness of the difference between big and great; and
e Those who subscribe to the foregoing points have an
obligation directly or indirectly to try to implement the
necessary changes. -
Earth First! encourages people to elaborate .
their own Deep Ecological principles, clarify key

concepts, and realize tl e consequences of actl
>

REVOLUTION (continued from front page)

Our Local Movement

Last year, local activists gathered to discuss the
arrival of the Earth First] movement to Santa Bar-
bara. Since then, we have received tremendous
support from the local environmental community
and are currently launching our first intensive
direct action campaign to defend Santa Barbara’s
last remaining wildlands.

We are actively monitoring the status of sev-
eral looming threats to our local ecosystems, and

Monkeywrenching Anyone?

Monkeywrenching is the purposeful disman-
tling or disabling of objects used in environmen-
tally-destructive practices at a specific site.

When all other tactics have failed, monkey-
wrenching represents the final step in the defense
of the wild. Typical examples include pulling up
survey stakes, decommissioning bulldozers, and
altering or removing billboards. Specific targets
are always deliberately chosen for their strategic
value. Monkeywrenching is nonviolent and never
directed against humans or other beings.

While Earth First! neither condones nor con-
demns monkeywrenching, we do encourage
thoughtful discourse on the effectiveness and
morality of such tactics.

Non-Violence Code

e Our attitude is one of openness, friendliness, and
respect toward all people and our environment.
e We will use no violence, verbal or physical, to-
ward any being.

e We will not condone the indiscriminate and
senseless destruction of property.

e We will not carry or use firearms, explosives, or
other weapons. A

« We will not carry or use alcohol or drugs, other i

than for medical purposes, during actions.

are prepared to rapidly and effectively mobilize
activists wherever and whenever necessary. Our
activist training workshops empower the com-
munity and provide a forum to discuss tactics.
And there’s always that good ol’ civil disobedi-

ence, where we directly and non-violently halt

Earth destruction at its source.

from such principles. ' ‘
What YOU Can Do

Send us your completed statement of support (see
below) and we will contact you for direct action
alerts. In the meantime, organize an affinity
group of close friends, throw a monkeywrench
into the system, never compromise, and most im-
portantly, don’t get caught! Earth Firstl’

I SUPPORT THE UNCOMPROMISING DEFENSE |
OF SANTA BARBARA'S WILDLANDS!

l 0 YES! [ SUPPORT THE VISION OF THE SANTA BARBARA EARTH FIRST! MOVEMENT.

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE

ZIP

PHONE_(

0O | WILL TAKE DIRECT ACTION TO DEFEND OUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT AND WOULD LIKE
MY NAME PLACED ON SBEF!'S “BEAT THE BULLDOZERS” ACTIVIST CONTACT LIST.

O¢10 0O420 0Ofz0 0Og50

| WOULD LIKE TO CONTRIBUTE THE FOLLOWING ITEMS TO SBEF!:

O$100 Of___

| WOULD LIKE TO RECEIVE SBEF!'S INFORMATIVE QUARTERLY NEWSLETTER.

|
I
!

other

OSUPPLIES (Contact SBEF! for our current “wish List” of supplies that are needed for actions.)
OSERVICES (Art, music, § other skills always needed! Describe any services You can provide.)

g WHERE/HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT SBEF"

Please mail this statement of sup, fport and any donatmns to the address listed below. Checks can be made payable to Santa l

Barbara Earth First!. Our List of supporters, contributors, and “Beat the Bulla’oz:rs activist contact list are k

pt aan.f’ Idential.

SANTA BARBARA EARTH FIRST! PO BOX 12799  SANTA BARBAFRA, CA 93!07
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The Power of the People and

On the Frontlines of the Round & Creamy Revolution

“Precisely because I do not have the beautiful words 1
need I call upon my acts to speak to you.”
—NICARAGUAN SANDINISTA Dalsy ZAMORA

Pies fly when you're having fun, and the militant
anarchist bakers involved in the current pastry
uprising have sure been having lots of fun lately!

Only two days after the publication of the last
(Yule) edition of the Earth First! Journal, which
carried a lengthy story on the Biotic Baking Brigade
(BBB), a Cascadian branch of the illustrious
brigadistas struck right in the Earth First!
Journal’s backyard!

It was Eugene, Oregon’s very own
pepper-spray-promoting mayor, Jim
Torrey, who received the pastry
treatment while presiding over a public
relations event on the 50th
anniversary of the
United Nations
Universal i}
Declaration  of "\ D
Human  Rights \
(which the US has
signed but never ratified
nor observed). In a
communiqué claiming
responsibility for
delivering Torrey his
just desserts, the
Cascadian BBB said
they felt it was the
epitome of hypocrisy
for this privileged bully to
pass out humanitarian
actions awards, no matter
how worthy the recipients were, after
personally presiding over the June 1st Tree Massacre
where police used massive amounts of tear gas and
pepper spray on nonviolent activists during an
action to protect designated Heritage Trees.

Agents Cowpie and Cherry-Rhubarb Tart, armed
with two tasty homemade, organic apple pies,
delivered the tribute and retreated without
hindrance. Alas, Cowpie was apprehended the next
day, and Torrey, lacking a sense of humor as well as
a respect for human rights, chose to press charges.
Agent Cherry-Rhubarb Tart managed to elude the
authorities and remains underground in Cascadia,
vowing, “They won't take me alive!” NS

Soon after the BBB struck in Oregon, another act
of delicious mischief occurred in the city of Leiden,
Holland. The Activist Group Against Authoritarian
Anti-Revolutionary People (TAART) claimed
responsibility. The target was Frits Bolkestein, former
leader of the right-wing VVD party, who had just
begun a public address when he received a tasteful
vanilla-banana pie (vegan as well as organic) in his
puffy face. Asubsequentcommuniqué revealed that

BY FAITH RUBENSTEIN

“untouchable person,

TAART’s motive was to protest free market
fundamentalism and neoliberalism, adding, “Who’s
sweet gets sweets, who’s not gets a
pie. Bolkestein seems a good
speaker and an

but when you
see him picking
whipped

cream

from
his nose he
appears just as
vulnerable as anyone else.
There are other people
responsible for the neoliberal crap on
this earth. They too can counton a present
from TAART.”
The next battle in the round and creamy
revolution occurred a few days later in England.
The chairman of British Aerospace, Sir Richard
Evans, was lecturing on business and marketing
strategy at South London University when he was
approached by a smartly dressed gentleman armed
with a paper plate and a pressurized can of whipped
cream. But Sir Richard’s enormous bodyguards
were swift to act and the phantom flan-flinger was
forcibly removed from the building after a brief
struggle. Politically aware infiltrators in the
audience, however, managed to continue to disrupt
Sir Richard’s speech. Several members of the
audience walked out in disgust after listening to
hecklers describe how British Aerospace is a major
supplier of the sophisticated killing machines the
Indonesian military has used to murder thousands
of East Timorese men, women and children. The
hypocritical quote of that day came from Sir Richard
when he announced, “I believe our industry has
made an enormous contribution to world peace.”
As promised, the folks from TAART were soon on
the move again in Holland. This time the target
was Dutch finance minister, Gerrit Zalm, who
received two delicious vanilla-banana pies (100
percent organic) in his face to celebrate his
contribution to the introduction of the Euro

with the Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) to
bash GAPforits foreign sweatshop operations. GAP
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currency and his support of the Economic and
Monetary Union project.

TAART maintains the projectis justanother excuse
for politicians and the corporate world to annoy the
Europeans with budget-cuts and reorganizations.
Calling the Euro “the next in a series of
megalomaniacal plans, thought out by Euro-fanatics
who only think in terms of economic growth, ideal
circumstances for companies and the competing
power of the European Union,” TAART says they
oppose a unified Europe in which monetary and
economic interests prevail.

Soon after the Dutch hit, activity resumed on
this side of the Atlantic with reports that the
Canadian pieing movement,

Les Entartistes, had

successfully delivered
tasty comeuppances to
the mayor of
Montreal and four
others, including the
American actor Sylvester

Stallone! Tartagnon, a Les Entartistes
operative wrote, “Here in the province of

Quebec, the pieing is getting contagious. Students
are pieing teachers, we've seen contestson TV. After
our second pieing, Canadian Prime Minister Jean

\ﬂe%;‘*wé

. Chretien was quoted in a major paper saying, ‘It's a

great honor for anyone to get pied,’ and we now use
that quote to protect us from being arrested.”

Famous for pieing notable unaccountables like
Nobel Laureate economist Milton Friedman, king of
Monsanto Robert Shapiro and San Francisco Mayor
Willie Brown, the BBB has generated a media frenzy.
News articles covering the brigade’s acts of delicious
mischief have appeared across the globe in every
major newspaper, from the New York Times to the
Turkish Daily News.

However, BBB agents proved they were no media
sluts when they joined a growing number of
prominent public figures, including death row
inmate and political activist Mumia Abu-Jamal, in
rejecting interviews with the American television
conglomerate ABC. The National Association of
Broadcast Employees and Technicians had been
negotiating a new contract with ABC News, a unit of
‘the Walt Disney Company, for almost two years.
Citing the labor dispute between the corporation
and its workers, BBB operatives declined an invitation
toappear on ABC’s Good Morning America program.

The Journal salutes the pie ‘em all and let God sort
‘em anarchist attitude and wickedly savory sense of
humor shown by all the visionary social activists
who have turned to whipped cream to make their
political points. May they have continued success in
holding the moral pie ground. As our delicious Agent
Apple said recently in a warning to therich, powerful
and unaccountable figures the BBB targets, a warning
that gets at the heart of the BBB’s campaign of civil

- disobedience, “There’s an oven in every home!”

—cOoMPIE'LD BY TK

A dead redwood is probably the last thing you would expect to see in one of
the thousands of GAP, Old Navy or Banana Republic stores owned by the Fisher
family of San Francisco, but if you make it to Mendocino County, California;
stumps by GAP are exactly what you will find.

The Fisher family has purchased approximately 235,000 acres of second- and
third-growth redwood forest and several mills from Louisiana Pacific (LP).
Sadly, they have continued logging right where LP left off, targeting the few

Watersheds Alliance and the Kaisen Gulch Group met with John Fisher, son of
GAP founder, Donald Fisher. When the Kaisen Gulch group recommended
protecting a small patch of old growth bordering the Albion River, Fisher
responded in typical Chief Executive Officer fashion, “Who's going to pay for
it?” With the GAP empire worth more than $11 billion, the answer to that
question should be obvious.

Unfortunately, the GAP’s environmentally abusive nature doesn’t end when
the old giants fall. In true LP style, the Fisher family’s timber company Sprays
clearcut areas with Garlon, a herbicide closely related to Agent Orange; a well-
known carcinogen. \

The GAP isn‘t being attacked only by environmentalists; labor activists are

hot on its trail as well. The organizers of the GAP redwood picket teamed up

remainingstands of old growth. In September, the Sierra Club, Redwood Coast

- nationwide network of groups threw another

workers in several foreign nations put in 14-hour
days, seven days a week, for a fraction of what US
workers make. In March 1997, Carmelite Alonzo, a
sewing machine operator for VT Fashions in the
Philippines, was killed by sweatshop working con-
ditions. VT Fashions contracts to transnationals
such as Head, Guess, Eddie Bauer, Ralph Lauren
and the GAP. Carmelita worked compulsory 14-
hour days, with eight hours forced overtime on
Sundays for $5.96 per day. e

On November 27, National Buy Nothing Day, a

wrench into GAP’s balancing act. On the busiest
shopping day of the year, more than 45 groups held
actions at GAP stores throughout the United States. " ;
The coalition has called for a worldwide boycott of all GAP, Old Navy, Banana
Republic and GAP Kids stores until the Fisher family abandons clearcuttingand |
herbicides and faces up to its obscene labor practices. For more information
contact the GAP Redwood Boycott Campaign, POB 90, Elk, CA 95432; (707)
877-3405; pirohuck@mecn.org; www.elksoft.com/gwa or www.gapsucks.org.

_EVERYTHING.

; J
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BY NOAH GREENWALD \

While the Clinton administration
heralds the success of the Endangered
Species Act, a new class of citizens is
turning away in disgust and bemoan-
ing the lack of true species protection.
This time the disaffected underclass
isn’t composed of revolutionary
biocentrists, it’s made up of the scien-
tists charged with enforcing the En-
dangered Species Act (ESA). US Fish
and Wildlife Service (USFWS) biolo-
gists have begun leaving the agency,
citing gross political machinations
controlling endangered species listing
decisions that are supposed to be made
based on the best available science.

The sad story of the Southwestern
willow flycatcher showcases this sci-
entific subversion. The flycatcher is
one of America’s most endangered
songbirds. Its habitat—wet streamside
forests found in the otherwise dry
Southwestern US—has been decimated
by a century of cattle grazing, dam-
building and development and is now
reduced to less than five percent of its
original extent. Because of this cata-
strophic habitat loss, there are less
than 500 pairs of flycatchers in small,
isolated populations scattered
throughout the Southwest. At such
low numbers and with habitat losses
continuing, extinction is imminent.

The USFWS has done little to protect
flycatcher populations or
habitat. Indeed, the agency
had to be sued twice before
it listed the flycatcher as
endangered in 1995 and a
third time before it desig-
nated critical habitat, which, for politi-
cal reasons, excluded nearly half of all
known populations. Since listing, the
agency has allowed four critical popu-
lations to be destroyed and authorized
the sacrifice of nearly a quarter of the
population, mostly against the advice
of its own biologists. In fact, the agency
has essentially refused to protect the
flycatcher and allowed every destruc-
tive project to continue unabated.

Whether faced with a dam expan-
sion, federal grazing allotment, hous-
ingdevelopmentor bridge, the USFWS,
in every case, has refused to stop or
alter projects to protect the flycatcher
and its habitat. In total, the USFWS
issued incidental take permits to Kill
flycatchers in over 120 territories. This
systematic approval of habitat destruc-
tion and forfeit of entire populations
prompted one of the agency’s own
biologist to name the USFWS as an
agent of extinction: “The Southwest-
ern willow flycatcher is being
piecemealed to extinction; the service
is turning a blind eye to the aggregate
effects of its own consultation process.
This internal denial is as insidious as
cowbird parasitism.”

The most catastrophic projects ap-
proved by the agency have destroyed
four of the six largest flycatcher popu-
lations, all behind Army Corps of En-
gineers and Bureau of Reclamation

- dams, including the Hoover, Roosevelt

and Isabella. In each case, an agency
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biologist opposed the habitat de-
struction and attempted to pro-
pose alternatives to lessen the

catcher but was overruled by su-
periors who bowed to politic pres--
sure. In the case of Isabella, the pres-
sure came directly from the Clinton
administration.

The largest flycatcher population in
California, one of only two popula-
tions that supports greater than 25
pairs with successful reproduction, is
found at the inflow of the South Fork of
the Kern River to Lake Isabella. Itis one
of numerous California reservoirs cre-
ated for the benefit of powerful
agribusiness. Because of its size, the
Kern population is absolutely critical
to the long-term survival of the fly-
catcher. Despite this significance, the
Army Corps of Engineers has been over-
filling the reservoir for years, destroy-
ing flycatcher nests and habitat to pro-
vide an ever increasing supply of water
for agribusiness and development. In
1995, forexample, four flycatcher nests
were inundated by rising reservoir lev-
els. Since the flycatcher was already
listed as endangered, this was a clear
violation of the Endangered Species
Act. So, where was the USFWS, which is
charged with enforcing the ESA?

Numerous documents show that
USFWS biologists thought lowering
reservoir levels to save habitat was
biologically necessary. Knowing this,
the Army Corps and the water lobby

recruited Representative Calvin

Dooley (D-CA) to subvert the USFWS
opposition. At the behest of powerful
agricultural interests, which contrib-
uted $216,299 to his campaign, Rep-

resentative Dooley wrote to Katie
McGintie, head of President Clinton’s
Council on Environmental Quality,
which oversees all federal environ-
mental agencies, threatening a “con-
troversy” over the Endangered Species
Act. At the behest of McGintie, John
Garamandi, assistant secretary of In-
terior, ordered the USFWS to only con-
sider alternatives that do not limit the
reservoir size, thus sealing the fate of
the Isabella flycatchers.

But this game of say-so wasn't
enough. In direct violation of the
law, Garamandi organized meetings
between the USFWS, Dooley, the
Army Corps, and the Kern River Wa-
ter Master and arranged for Dooley
toreview proposed measures to miti-
gate the habitat destruction, which
he consistently vetoed. Prior to the
release of the biological opinion de-
termining what action would be
taken to protect the flycatcher,

" Garamandi and Dooley appeared

together in a press conference an-
nouncing there was “no problem” at
Lake Isabella and “business as usual”
could continue. '

.A Garamandi memo to the biolo-
gists in charge of the Isabella fiasco, in
which he says, “the Endangered Spe-

cies Act is more endangered than the -

flycatcher,” is characteristic of the
Clinton administration’s ESA policy.
The old argument goes: If we ever
seriously tried to enforce environmen-

'The Fight For the Flycatcher

tal laws, the subsequent public outcry
would cause their repeal. Therefore,
we must never seriously enforce them.
But what is the use of a law, even a
popular one, if it’s not enforced?

Ironically, another Clinton appoin-
tee, USFWSregional director Michael
Spear, suggested the agency should
“haze” flycatchers at Lake Isabella so
they won't nest. In response, the
biologist correctly pointed out that
this would also violate the Endan-
gered Species Act, which the agency
is supposed to be enforcing.

The USFWS biologist did as told but
documented in the biological opinion
that political negotiation, not biol-
ogy, guided the decision:

“Water management alternatives to
avoid impacts to Southwestern willow
flycatchers were not addressed after
January 29, 1996, when representa-
tives of the Department of Interior, the
Corps and the Service made a public
statement thatsuch alternatives would
not be considered for the 1996 water
year with the understanding that the
Service and the Corps would accept
responsibility for any take of South-
western willow flycatchers.” As a re-
sult, “The status of the southwestern
willow flycatcher is expected to de-
crease with time... extirpation from
California is possible, even likely.”

In theend, the Army Corps was only
required to protect 360 acres of habi-
tat to mitigate the loss of nine fly-
catcher pairs and up to 1,100 acres of
native habitat. It eventually protected
only 95 acres of the required 360, of

which only a portion is riparian and
all is grazed. Though its failure to
complete the mitigation measures

The USFWS biologist did as told but
documented in the biological opinion that political
negotiation, not biology, guided the decision...

should have prevented the Army Corps
from continuing to flood habitat, the
USFWS was too demoralized to even
inform the Army Corps of its latest
violation. Following the Isabella fi-
asco, the biologist who authored the
biological opinion voluntarily moved
to a position that does not involve
endangered species issues.

At Lake Mead, the Fish and Wildlife
biologist trying to protect the
flycatcher was similarly bullied by
powerful political interests. He quit.
It’s a pattern repeated too often across
the West.

Though USFWS’s sole responsibility
is the protection and enhancement of
wildlife, increasingly politics guides
its actions. Fish and Wildlife biolo-
gists are leaving the agency in droves
and those with integrity that stay are
under constant pressure. When Clin-
ton and Babbitt are through both the
flycatcher and the good biologists in
the agency will be extinct.

For more information about saving
the Southwestern willow flycatcher
contact the Southwest Center for Bio-
logical Diversity, POB 710, Tucson,
Arizona 85702-0710; (520) 623-5252.

For information about supporting
honest biologists working for govern-
mentagencies contact Leon Fager, Pub-
lic Employees for Environmental Eth-
ics, 2500 Chip Court, Rio Rancho,
New Mexico 87124; (505) 891-1906;
desertf@SWCP.com; www.peer.org.
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RRReaders SURVEY

Dear Reader,

Never let it be said that the Journal isn’t interested in hearing what all you
Earth Firstlers think about your paper. Readers are always encouraged to express
their opinion, and the letters to the editors section hasn’t been called “Dear Shit
fer Brains” all these years for nuthin’. Hey, thanks for sharing, everyone!

At last June’s Round River Rendezvous, the staff conducted a little proactive
intelligence gathering on movement sentiment, and the results, presented
below, are certainly informative. The current collective anticipates a lively
debate about the Journal at the Organizers Conference, and we look forward to
receiving your input. See ya in Mexico. A,

Yours truly, for the wild and ready to duck, \ e W

—LAS JOURNALISTAS

Number of respondents in bold.
eSex: male, 52; female, 16; none, 9
eAge:16-20, 10; 21-30, 34; 31-40,
21; 41-50, 9; 51 or elder, 3
*What type of human habitat do
you inhabit?
urban/city, 41
suburbia, 6
rural/farming community, 16
“I live in the woods, man”, 11
neighborhood bar, 5 A
Do you have any children?
yes, 9; no, 65
*Highest level of industrial
education endured:
elementary, 1
high school, 2
some college, 18
college grad, 19
graduate work, 11
professional school, §
Ph.D., O
self-enlightenment, 10
eAnnual income: less than $500, 7;
- $500-4,000, 16; $4,000-10,000, 17;
~$10,000-20,000, 9; $20,000-40,000,
3;-$40,000 or higher, 3 g
~'eAre you active with alocal EF!
group? yes, 30; no, 23; Kinda, 4
-eHave you ever been to an eco-
action of any kind? yes, 53; no, 3
eHave you ever been arrested ‘
during an eco-action, and are you
willing to do it again?
yes, 32; no, 14; no, but willing, 9

*What environmental groups do

you belong to?

Greenpeace, 2; Sierra Club, 9; 3
Audubon, 4; Sea Shepherd, 3; Nat'l
Wildlife Federation; O; The
Wilderness Society, O :
*What publications do you read"'
Wild Earth, 16; Earth Island Joi
11; High Country News, 10; 1
7; Inner Voice, 4; Forest Voice
Compromise, 17; Undergrou
Anarchy, 5; Fifth Estate, 5;
Anarchist, 5; Do or Die, 10; L}
45; E Magazine, 4 t
*How would you rate the
performance of the current EF!
Journal staff?

excellent (inspiring, the best), 29
good (I could do better), 21

poor (my dog could do better), 0

abysmal out of control (take ‘em -

out ‘n shoot em),
underpald/overworked 20

*What material do you like best in
the Journal?

action articles, 30

eco-political an alysis, 17

eco- phllosop’hy, 16
investigative reporting,
artsy wrltmg/pnetxy, :
monkeywrenching ti
backbiting letters and infighting (be
honest), 16

*Do you think the content of the
Journal is: too insidey, 20; too
unclear, 8; just right, 20; depressing,

ek |

o

7; empowering, 19 |
-Do you think it is appropnate
for the Journal to report on
armed eco-defense? yes,
*Would you support chan 1ng the
format of the Journal to:a
magazine-style if it would boost
circulation, i.e., the Journal to’
appear on the shelires 105t
corporate bookstore chains?
yes, 34; no, 16
*Do you thmk the Journal should
serve more as an information tool
within the movement or as an
outreach tool for the movement?
info, 6; outreachl 9; bot
*Are you a sgbscrlber tot
Journal? yes, QE no,

nat1ve/md1genous news/af cles,
practical info on squatting, hoboing,
urban survival, making money to

_support actions and tribal lifestyle

psychedelics-—Terence McKenna,
Native American: church ., Futurism!
visioning where ¥ ant
how to get there as
The Fifth Sacred

;as more how-to
esIthinkarticles
1nk the obvious

1sh thediversity
ent was represented

» pagan hippies. I like
the effgrts to'draw the animal rights
and .‘environmental movements
together—I'd like to see more of that. I

“tactics, logistics, etc. The more technical
i and detailed the articles are the better.”

"T he EF! J used to have more bitingly
funny articles (which at the same time

- were very informative). It'd be nice if we
could get more of that. Also, the

~ conservation biology stuff was (and is)
very informative and gave me a lot of

* ' confidence and desire to act. It'd be nice

to have more of that. And more deep
ecology talk. I'd also like to see more
respect for our history. Maybe a new
feature “20 Years Ago Today” where an
excerpt from the Journal edition 20 years
ago is reprinted. Another possibility is a
timeline, with the old Journal digested
and presented in outline.”

“More news, less drivel. Better effort to
cover the continent/world, less focus on
western US. More timely coverage of
news from the nether-regions (like in
Virginia! Yo!), you persons do a great job.
The Journalis really thick. I think it could
be smaller and cheaper. I realize it would
be difficult to cut stuff out, but we might

 Start With Wolves ant Poodles andput ©

some limits on Shit fer Brains—stuffs
funny, but it ain’t that funny six times
a year. We might diversify our
readership by covering more urban and
social-enviro issues. Keep up the good
work and thanks.”

“Keep the controversy alive; fruitcakes
are always an impetus and inspiration.”

“Unless one is familiar with each
campaign, the action articles all sort
of seem the same: 1) Something terrible
is going on; 2) A small handful of
people are putting themselves on the
line; 3) The authorities are behaving
badly; 4) Things look grim; S) The
reader feels despair. Otherwise, I
ciate the variety of articles,
ials and how-to stories.”

stuff about the UK actions and
Australia cuz we have Iots to learn from
them and their E}?g movement. Expand
the letters page, it'sa good way to check
us with the place foﬁ(S are at. It’s been

: £ good toseemore open-rmndedness about

‘animal issues and direct action.
Occasional ideas for fundraising. I

- appreciate how much y'allseem to work

to get everyone’s opinions. It's awesome
that it’s free for prisoners.”

verage of other issues, animal
lib, Zapatlsta; etc. T hope it continues
and grows, I am leased to see you
are allowmg those.who might disagree
with the nonvmlence thing the space
to air thieir opinions and beliefs. I
certainly hope you would never not
write about or cover an action/
happening related to the environment
or animal lib simply because it could
be characterized as violent. Whether
you agree or not, these events are
important to know about and write

about. Overall, I think the Journal has - |

been improving lately and is an
excellent publication. Rock!”

“Rid us of all the man-hating eco-

feminist bullshit and vegetarian crap.
Eat meat, fuck, eat meat, burn a dozer,
spike a tree, eat meat.”

“I like the playful, non-self serious
tone of the Journal. Gallows humor
helps break the tension. Do not take it
mainstream! The masses don’t want to
stop their denial and won'’t pay
attention anyway. Mainstreaming it
will kill the Journal and the movement.
Remember, remember, Carl Pope, Dave

Foreman and Adam W. Evil! Evil! Evil!

Bring back John Muir’s dream. Fight
Chevrolet using Muir quotes to sell
sports utility vehicles.”

“I think there should be more
coverage of lots of small grassroots
movements around the country—
especially the ones that are not the
most cutting-edge or innovative direct
action techniques but have the same
heartfelt commitment and inspiration
that causes people at Headwaters and
Cascadia tospend theirlives defending
forests. Maybe you don’t get many
articles about these campaigns—but
could you solicit them?”

“Solicit more writers/articles from
outside the Northwest EF! clique. Like
to see more on guerrilla action/training
tactics, history and some successful
tactics used by past guerrilla
movements.”

“I know you folks bust your ass to get
the Journal out and that you want to put
out thebest ragwith your limited budget.
I, for one, appreciate your efforts and
look forward to the changes to come.
I'm sure you may feel under-appreciated,
but folks do care about the Journal and
are gladit’s around. Thank you so much
for all your hard work.”

‘ "I am}very happy to see an increase
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Canada’s NAFTA woes are particu—
larly notable. ,
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Cassini Probe PULS Earth at Risk

By KarL GROSSMAN

Reliable. That’s what NASA claimed
last year about the Titan 4 rocket used to
loft the Cassini space probe loaded with
72.3 pounds of plutonium diox-
ide, the most deadly plutonium
ever put on a space device. The
fiery explosion on launch this
summer of an identical Titan 4
rocket, following the 1993 ex-
plosion in California of yet an-
other Titan 4, gives lie to the
NASA claim.

There have now been two
catastrophic accidents in the
25 Titan 4 launches. That’s a
one-in-12severeaccidentrate.
Reliable? If you knew your
Chevy or Honda had a one-
in-12 likelihood of blowing
up upon starting, you would
not take that ride.

But here is the US government in-
sisting that a volatile rocket be shot
up over Florida carrying chemical
and/or nuclear poisons. It remains
unclear what poisons were dispersed
in the August 12, 1998 Titan 4 explo-
sion, but there have been uncorrobo-
rated reports that nuclear materials
might have been involved. Govern-
ment authorities have issued unusual
orders demanding people stay away
from the debris.

This summer’s Titan 4 explosion
demonstrated that opponents of the
Cassini mission were absolutely right:
There was a high probability of the
Titan 4 that lofted Cassini blowing
up on launch and showering Florida
with plutonium. Although NASA
managed to launch the Cassini space
probe successfully last October 15,
the probe and its 72.3 pounds of
plutonium are coming back, with
even greater potential for disaster.
On August 18, 1999, NASA intends to
have Cassini conduct an extremely
dangerous flyby of Earth. Unless NASA
can be stopped—and there is a major
move underway to try to do so—it
plans to have the probe and its pluto-
nium fuel do a slingshot maneuver of
Earth, using the planet’s gravity to in-
crease the velocity of Cassini so it can
reach its final destination of Saturn.

Cassini is supposed to come flying in
at 42,300 miles per hour just 496

miles overhead. If there is a rocket
misfire or other malfunction and the
probe makes what NASA terms an
inadvertent reentry into the Earth’s
75-mile-high atmosphere, it would

break up and plutonium would rain
down, which NASA admits in its Fi-
nal Environmental Impact Statement

on the Cassini mission. If that hap--

pens, five billion of the estimated
seven to eight billion world popula-
tion at the time, says the statement,
could receive 99 percent or more of
theradiation exposure. A safety evalu-
ation report done for the White House
by the Interagency Nuclear Safety
Review Panel (which included NASA)
says such a Cassini flyby accident
could cause several tens of thousands
of latent cancer fatalities worldwide.

Independent scientists say casualties
could be much higher—hundreds of
thousands or millions dying. The Glo-
bal Network Against Weapons and
Nuclear Power in Space is seeking to get
NASA to redirect the Cassini probe to
the sun to be consumed, rather than
risk such aloss of life on Earth in a flyby
accident. Certainly, Cassini’s widely
reported but unexplained engineering
problem in January, which caused the
spacecraft’s operations to revert to “safe-
mode,” is worrisome.

But even if NASA can’t be stopped and
the Cassini flyby works, there is still
much more nuclear danger ahead. The
General Accounting Office said in a May
1998 report that NASA is currently
studying eight future space missions
between 2000 and 2015 that will likely
use nuclear-fueled electric generators.

Cassini’s star wars against Saturn

These nuclear shots would be launched
from Florida with the Titan 4 as a prin-
ciple delivery vehicle. NASA began a
shift to using the Titan 4 for its nuclear
missions in the wake of the 1986 Chal-
lenger accident—the next mis-
sion of the ill-fated Challenger
was to loft a plutonium-fueled
space probe.

Pressure from Lockheed
Martin (which manufactures
the plutonium systems for
space devices as well as the
Titan 4), the nuclear-boost-
ing US Department of En-
ergy and the national
" nuclear labs has much to do
with NASA’s instance on the
s life-threatening use of
;, £ nuclear power on space de-
> vices. Then there is the mili-
tary connection. The US
military is seeking to deploy
spaceborne weaponry, especially la-
sers. Asa 1996 Air Force report states:
In the next two decades, new tech-
nologies will allow the fielding of
space-based weapons of devastating
effectiveness.

What can you do? Immediately get
in touch with Bruce Gagnon, coordi-
nator of the Global Network Against
Weapons and Nuclear Power in Space,
POB 90083, Gainesville, Florida 32607;
(352) 337-9274; globenet@afn.org.
Join the challenge to the madness of
nuclearizing and weaponizing space.

Get a copy of the just-released vid-
eotape “Nukes In Space 2: Unaccept-
able Risks,” which is about the planned
Cassini Earth flyby, NASA’s other
planned nuclear shots and the US
military’s desire to deploy space-based
nuclear-powered weapons. “Nukes In
Space 2: Unacceptable Risks” is available
for $21.95 from EnviroVideo, Box 311,
Ft. Tilden, NY 11695; 1-800-ECO-TV46.
Log on to the Stop Cassini Earth Flyby
websiteat http://www.nonviolence.org/
noflyby.

Karl Grossman is professor of journal-
ism at the State University of New York/
College at Old Westbury where he teaches
environmental journalism and investiga-
tive reporting. He is the author of The
Wrong Stuff: The Space Program’s
Nuclear Threat To Our Planet (Common
Courage Press, 1 Red Barn Road, Monroe,
Maine 04951; 1-800-497-3207).

Jo Asaynos :nudma’

ForBio has an exclusive license from DuPont to employ a

Whatdoyou call a forest of eerily identical pine trees? Yep.
Pine clones.

One day every commercial Christmas tree in the world
could be perfect, identical, engineered not to drop its
needles until the third week of January.

Christmas trees are on the short list forlarge-scale cloning.
Already, temperate pines (used for lumber in the US) and
tropical eucalyptus (used for pulp and paper) are being
genetically designed, robotically cloned and planted. At the
forefront of commercial tree cloning is an Australian bio-
technology company, ForBio.

Trees have been tinkered with through crossbreeding and
cloning for at least 40 years. What’s new is the ability to
reach directly into the DNA of trees, turn their genes on or
off, add new ones and then clone them on a scale never
possible before. ““We can make a 50 to 100 percent increase
in the size of the tree, change the number of branches per
trunk, change the spacing between branches, manipulate
the angle that the branches come off the tree, regulate its
growing time and make it sterile so that its genes cannot get
into the gene pool of natural forests,”’ says ForBio cofounder

Bob Teasdale. “With the technology available right now, -

you candoalmostanything.” In fact, he claims, “The ability

to engineer enormous numbers of trees for commercial use !

should reduce some of the pressure on native forests.”’

genemapping technique called RAPD. It allows scientists to
select out the genes they want from plant tissues and to
construct tissues that carry all of the desired traits. If genes
are desired that aren’t in the natural gene pool, the scien-
tists can inject them. Insect resistance is one that is com-
monly added to the mix. They then propagate those tissues
into new plants and use large-scale robotics to make thou-
sands or millions of identical copies of their supertree.

The robotics used by ForBio are unique to the tree and
plant industry. Robots perform. the tedious cutting and
planting of the clippings into a special growth medium.
The robots can cut and plant 15,000 cuttings per day versus
the 1,000 per day that humans can manage. That scale is
what makes it possible to consider creating genetically
engineered forests for commercial use.

ForBio’s goal is to produce 50-million trees per year by
2003. One and a half million of the company’s genetically
engineered trees were in the ground by the end of 1998 in
Hawaii, Australia, Indonesia and New Zealand.

The company is also developing decaffeinated coffee
plants, potatoes and date palms.

If ForBio is successful in planting its millions of identical
trees around the world for years to come, it could begin to
reshape the look of many of the world’s forests. The
company’s motto, “Better Plants Faster,” is food for thought.

—INFORMATION FROM USA Tobay



Dear Ned Ludd

DEAR NED LUDD is an irregular feature in the Earth First! Fournal for
discussion of creative means of effective defense of the earth. Heither the Earth
First! movement nor the Earth First! Fournal necessarily encourage anyone to
do any of the things discussed in DEAR NED LUDD. Send us your submissions.

By I.C. GREEN

As the fate of our ecosystems hangs
in the balance with every passing day,
letting the nights pass without action
becomes moredifficult. But night work
ismuch moreof arisk than ever before
because of increased security and tech-
nology. If you need to spot security
guards or dogs or find objects under
the canopy of the darkened forest,
then the following information may
be of assistance to you.

The first type of night vision was
developed during World War II. It is
known as an infrared (IR) spotting
scope or active night vision. It works
by projecting:infrared light waves on
the target area. The scope lets you see
the reflections of infrared light. The
biggest drawback to this technology is
that, though the infrared is invisible
to the naked eye, to someone else
using infrared, it looks like you are
shining a spotlight.

The next type of night vision devel-
oped is known by a number of names.
Moonlight, starlight and passive night
vision all work on the same basic prin-
ciple. They take ambient light and

amplify it through a phosphorus
screen that turns everything green.
Most passive night vision equipment
also has an IR illuminator, which you
can turn on and off, so that you can
still illuminate the area when there is
not enough ambient light to see. This
type of night vision was developed in
three generations (denoted by manu-
facturers as I, II, [I+, III and III+). The
biggest difference between the gen-
erations is how much they amplify
light. Generation I, which amplifies
by a thousand times, is basically use-
less in less than full moonlight. Gen-
eration I1 (20,000 times amplification)
works down to about one-fourth
moonlight and is good for urban envi-
ronments (II+ especially), and Gen-
eration III (30,000-50,000 times
amplication) works with very little
light and considerable cloud cover.
The generationsare also distinguished
by the duration of the image intensi-
fier tubes that amplify the light. Gen-
eration III will outlast Generation I by
about 8,000 hours. Financial consid-
erations aside, it is best to get the
highest generation you can afford be-
cause the intensifier tubes usually

Night Scopes 101—Seeing In The Dark

represent 50-70 percent of the cost of
the equipment. Generation III for ex-
ample would probably never have to
be replaced unless you were using it
constantly. .

Most passive night vision systems
run on AA or AAA batteries, though
some sophisticated ones require spe-
cial sizes. Akey consideration for night
vision equipment is what you need for
your work. If you intend to use it
when actively moving through the
woods, goggles are best. Most scopes
(which are suitable for surveillance
and night action security) have some
sort of a magnification factor, making
it difficult to walk in the dark. Scopes
are far less expensive and more readily
available, while goggles and binocu-

lars are more expensive and usually .

only available if you order them from
a manufacturer.. None of this equip-
ment is illegal.

One important thing to remember
is to not become dependent on this
equipment. The phosphorus screen
that amplifies the light is not good for
your eyes, and using the equipment
also makes you lose your night sight
temporarily. So be careful. Stay safe.

Break Your Buggy

Excuses, excuses, everyday more excuses: My nose is a
little stuffy, I need to pick up some groceries, I'm late, I'm
feeling lazy today. Everyday excuses for why you should
drive the car to work or play. But you need to face facts,
in this day and age of terrible air and the greenhouse
effect, your reasons are pathetic. Give up! No excuse is
strong enough. You simply shouldn’t drive.

In our world of cushy seats and nicely heated automo-
bile interiors, it’s so tough to motivate. It’s so difficult to
give up your morning privacy to take the bus. God forbid
trying to eat your morning bagel and drink coffee while
you ride a bike to work. But I have a solution to your
motivational woes—monKkeywrench your car.

That’s right. Get out your tools and just do it. Pull out

a spark plug or two. Go ahead, break the habit, remove the
points from your distributor, unclip the starter or simply

stop filling the tank with gas. Your unthinking morning’

shuffle to the office will all of a sudden take some fore-
thought and work. You will have to really want to drive.
Simply unclipping the battery won’t be enough to deter
most determined drivers, but flattening a tire or two will
certainly cramp your auto style.

Today is the day to pull the plug on your addiction. You
must. Gas prices are at a historical low; the atmosphere is
full of crap, and you and your housemates don’t even
carpool. Nonlethal car management may be your only
choice. Take the step. Stop your auto’s forward momentum;
every little bit does make a difference.

Roommates car got you down? Try a potato shoved firmly
up the tailpipe. They will thank you for helping them break
the hideous cycle of car dependency.

EARTH NIGHT ACTIONS****EARTH NIGHT AGTIONS****EARTH NIGHT ACTIONS

GCHESTNUTS ROASTING ON AN OPEN FIRE

BOMBS AWAY...

‘Twas the night after Christmas
when all through the dark ran a
fewlittle earth savers with torches.
They chose an unoccupied office
in the small town of White City,
Oregon, and set to work long be-
fore dawn. The US Forest Indus-
tries mill office was burned down.
No tears will be shed, for good

- guys they weren’t, overseers of
death and destruction they were.
Home office of many amill and
wood plant, they were pro-

fight so late in the night choose your
targets with thought and keep up the
good fight. But most important of all,
which we can’t yell too loud, don't ever
forgetwhateveryoudodon'tgetcaught.

tested for their management o Nl

of Taylor Ranch, Colorado.
The flames ran over this con-

glomerated mess, destroying /gy

the base of veneer, plywood,
stud mill and sawmill plants;
burned was their paperwork,
disks and files. The ELF has now
claimed this great feat of destruc-
tion, costing the industry upwards
of $500,000. So for all those who

The Earth Liberation Front has
claimed responsibility for bomb
scares that evacuated at least six
McDonald’s restaurants across the
Netherlands. Accusing the fast food
giants of cruelty to animals and
other “foul practices,” the militant

y group was angry about the de-

struction of South American
rainforests for beef, as well as
the poor and overcrowded
conditions in which mil-
& lions of cattle, pigs and

k1 chickens are raised.
"It was unclear whether
the group was also respon-
sible for two otherbomb scares
that emptied McDonald’s res-
taurants in the Dutch city of
Eindhoven and the nearby town

of Helmond.
In all of the threats, police bomb
squads found no explosives.

‘Fro n‘H l nag

| Atomic Power s pohcy of unpo‘
- foreign nuclear waste to Russia. Ten
~_ political and cultural organizations -
| om Moscow joined Ecodefense! the
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Police Attack Minnehaha

continued from front page

In addition to brutalizing nonvio-
lent Earth! Firstlers, police assaulted
elders of the Mendota Mdewakanton.
Dakota whose sacred land is in the
path of the highway. A prayer cer-
emony was in progress around the
sacred fire when the raid began.

. The copsimmediately extinguished
the sacred fire that had burned for
133 days, and an unknown officer
put his foot through the sacred drum.
Other sacred items were broken and
burned, and all who were taking part
in the ceremony were arrested, in-
cluding the tribal elders.

One of the most memorable mo-
ments occurred when Santa Claus
came to visit this happy, ragged band
of elves. Claus locked to the chim-
ney atop one of the houses and, to
the delight of caroling supporters
across the street, held the police off
for over three and a half hours before
being arrested.

After all the activists had been re-
moved, police built eight bonfires and
proceeded to incinerate our personal
belongings. The interiors of the houses
were stripped, and everything was ei-
ther packed into the Ryder trucks and
confiscated or out-and-out cremated
on the spot. Outgoing Minnesota Gov-
ernor Arme Carlson made an appear-
ance and gave his personal stamp of
approval to the militant action, say-
ing the now-tortured and hunger-
striking arrestees were

natorial inauguration of ex-pro-wres-
tler Jesse Ventura. The banner de-
clared that we have no intention of
letting this police action conquer our
resistance to the needless routing of
Highway 5SS through the last wilder-
ness area and the last cold spring in
Minneapolis, a place whose name lit-
erally means “city of waters.” '

Soon after the raid we established a
new base camp and a treesit a quarter
mile south of the razed houses around
a circle of four burr oaks held sacred
by the Mendota Mdewakanton Da-
kota. Despite constant surveillance
and nighttime temperatures plung-
ing 20 degrees below zero, we are
maintaining a stand in the path of
the road. As this article is being writ-
ten, no treecutting or earthmoving
has occurred anywhere along the pro-
posed route.

Our days are marked by regular
visits from local residents bringing
food and gear and thanking us for
our work. Our nights are spent sing-
ing campfire songs around a new
sacred fire. We are filing a lawsuit
against the agencies for their use of
chemical warfare against unarmed,
nonviolent protesters. We have made
one thing clear to the Minnesota
Department of Transportation, the
Minneapolis police and the Minne-
sota Department of Public Safety:
Like the truckers’ unions, whose 1934
strike brought on the previous larg-

“not protestors...
they’rebasically anar-
chists.” The morning
brought a vigil of over
200 Minneapolis resi-
dentsstreaming tothe
place where the
houses once stood.

Three days later, Big
Woods Earth First!
held a press confer-
ence for local and na-
tional media. The pro-
testers, who had been
released on the condi-
tion that they “do
nothingtoimpede the
progress of Highway
55,” spoke eloquently
of their treatment at
the hands of city and
state police. Then, as
a public statement,
the speakers set fire to
their conditional re-
lease statements.

Publicsentimenthas
shifted even further in
our favor, with many
people understand-
ably expressing con-
cern over the police-
state tone of the raid
and subsequent deni-
als by police and gov-
ernment that any un-
necessary force was
used. Adding insult to
injury, on December 28, Minneapolis
Police Chief Robert Olson bestowed
the Chief’s Award of Merit to three
officers for their work in the planning
and execution of the brutal raid.

On Christmas day we held a dem-
onstration at the governor’s mansion
to remind the now ex-Governor
Carlson of our presence and persis-
tence. On January 4, a banner was
hung from a statue during the guber-
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The spirit is never crushed, declares a Minnehaha freestater

est police action in Minnesota; like
the Dakota, who were executed in
the largest mass hangings in US his-
tory during the Civil War; like the
wilderness itself, we have a spirit
that will never be broken!

We ask that concerned EFlers con-
tact Governor Jesse Ventura at State
Capitol, 175 Constitutional Ave., St.
Paul, MN 55155; (651) 296-3391, and
tell him Minnesota isn’t a cage match

o

and suggest he cancel this overwhelm-
ingly unpopular highway project.
Contact police chief Robert Olson at
350S. Sth St., Minneapolis, MN 55415;
(612) 673-3383, the Hennepin County
sheriff Patrick McGowan at 300 S. 6th
St., Minneapolis, MN 55415; (612) 348-
3744 and commissioner Don Davis at
North Central Life Tower, 445 Minne-
sota St., Suite 1000, St. Paul, MN 55101;
(651) 296-6642 and ask them what’s
up with this “pepper-gel” stuff, and
why uniformed public servants beat a
restrained man with their flashlights.

Contact MnDOT Commissioner Elwin
Tinklenberg at 395 John Ireland Blvd.,
St. Paul, MN 551S55; (651) 296-3000,
and ask him who in the hell really
thinks paving a sacred site of inesti-
mable environmental and cultural

.value is a good idea in the first place.

We’'re always looking for more activ-
ists, you betcha! We're also seeking
generous donations to assist with huge
legal costs associated with the raid as
well as to continue or action against
Highway 55. Donations can be made
out to power4u, c/o Big Woods EF!,
POB 580936, Minneapolis, MN 55458.
We're also found at (612) 362-3387;
www.freenet.msp.mn.us/stop5S.




Thinking It Through

continued from front page

If it did, the media would report his
murder, as well as the ecologically
disastrous practices of Maxxam/PL and
other timber corporations, as the acts
of terrorism they are. Thisatmosphere,
where our own nonviolent actions
are seen as criminal and those of
corporations like Maxxam/PL are
viewed as legitimate, brings Earth
First! to a pivotal point in its defense
of Headwaters and other
ancient forests. As amove-
ment that represents an
uncompromising stance
towards preservation of
fast disappearing biodiver-
sity in North America, we
are now forced to accept
that destruction of human
life is not above our opposition in its
pursuit of short-term profit.

Earth First! now finds itself at the
turning point visited by other nonvio-
lent movements. In British-occupied
India, nonviolent protesters where
slaughtered at Amristar. In apartheid-
era South Africa, nonviolent protest-
ers were gunned down in Sharpesville.
Andin Derry, Northern Ireland, peace-
ful marchers inspired by Martin Luther
King Jr.’s civil rights marches were
shot dead by British soldiers. These
tragedies forced those movements to
reevaluate their strategy, as should
the Earth First! movemeént following
David’s senseless murder.

Our strategy should not just be
about adhering to a chosen philoso-
phy but also protecting our friends
from death. While David’s murder
Jeaves many struggling with deep
sorrow and anger, it means nothing
to those who caused it. Where Earth
First! views protesters like David as
practitioners of a morally righteous
philosophy, corporations, like
Maxxam/PL, see David and other for-
est defenders as impediments to
progress and profit. They have always
been prepared to engage in violent
actions to remove us. They show no
evidence of moral consciousness
about the crimes they commit daily
against the Earth or those humans
who peacefully try to prevent them.

For centuries here in North America
people like Earth First!ers, who shared
a worldview that recognized the
interconnectedness of all life, lost their
lives in the struggle to defend Mother
Earth. In acknowledgment of this fact,
one of Earth First!’s first actions in the
early ‘80s was to erect a monument to
the Mimbres Apache warrior, Victorio,
who engaged in armed struggle against
the mining and cattle industries in-
vading his Gila homeland.

Today’s Earth Firstlers continue that
tradition in places like Fall Creek, Or-
egon, where forest defenders follow
the example of the Lakota leader Red
Cloud, who won the only uncondi-
tional surrender by the US in a guer-
rilla war and kept the mining industry
out of his homelands. Though such
historical recognition of the roots of
eco-defense may not bode well with
the ardent pacifists within Earth First!,
it is appropriate when the economic
policies practiced by corporations like
Maxxam/PL are the modern day
equivalent and continuation of cam-
paigns that in the last century tar-
geted indigenous Americans.

For our allies in other countries who

have never left this struggle, the rec-
ognition of the need to apply a variety
of tactics in the battle for Mother
Earth is a lesson already learned. We
must also learn that the preservation
of our last ancient forests might once
more necessitate tactics other than
passive civil disobedience.

While Earth Firstlers hope that peace-
ful settlement can be achieved where
we are engaged in environmental de-

“We need not advocate the
abandonment of tactics thatrespect
the rights of Earth-destroying
property, but we must not prohibit
tactics that target them either.”

fense, we must learn from the history
of our own resistance and take notice
of the behavior of corporate interests
in other countries where they commit
ecological crimes. In almost every case,
opposition to environmental destruc-
tion begins with words, peaceful ne-
gotiations and other democratic means
in an attempt to appeal to the com-
mon sense and morality. But, as it has
in Headwaters, such pleas almost al-
ways fall on deaf ears, drowned out by
the voice of corporate dollars.

David’s murder forces us to ask our-
selves which is greater, our moral com-
mitment to passive nonviolence or
our dedication to preventing the de-
struction of this planet’s last ancient
redwood forests? Are we prepared to
sacrifice more of our peaceful warriors
to preserve our moral high ground? Or
are we ready to explore a strategy that
still rejects physical violence but also
targets the financial base of corpora-
tions like Maxxam/PL.

It is not that the present strategy in
Headwaters and other Earth First! for-
est campaigns is failing, it isn’t. It’s
not because Earth First! compromised
its adherence to nonviolence that
David was murdered; it was b<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>