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The large crowd swarms around the

gate to the log deck. They completely
oceupy the road, blocking what is prob-
ably the world’s major transport route
for old growth Redwood. The Humboldt
County sheriffs are deployed inside the
gate, Suddenly three women leap the
barrier, carrying a banner, and head
toward the stack of huge logs. The
sheriffs sprint to intercept them before
the banner can be read. The protesters
and police reach the logs at the same
time. The cops hit in a flying wedge.
Karen Pickett, Berkeley eco-activist, is
straight-armed face first against the logs.
Sinkyone Warrior Agnes Mansfield is
forced to her knees as the sheriff twists
her arm behind her back, dislocating
her shoulder. Aster Phillipa, Arcata
#arth First! coordinator, squirms in her
captor’s grip, struggling te spread the
banner until a cop pins it under his boot.
Other women take advantage of the con-
fusion to climb to the top of the stack.
The women dance from log to log, gar-
lands in their hair, as cops pursue them
Later, Sally Bell attempts to leaflet the
deputies on “their” side of the fence.
She is thrown to the ground. A cop
twiste her arm behind her back, and
steps on her back. Viewing these women
violated, so tiny among the massive
beles of the ancient, now horizontal
forest, I wonder about the petty men
who call us terrorists.

This action is part of the simple plan
of a determined group — to stop the
cutting of all old growth, and alert the
world to the old growth issue through

“the controversy surrounding the liqui-
dation by Pacific Lumber (PL) of 40,000
acres of old growth Coast Redwood,
almost 40% of that remaining in the
world. At the heart of these forests is
an estimated 6000 acres of virgin Red-
woods, including one 2800-acre grove
spanning a headwaters. These remote,
roadless Redwood islands are under
attack from a high-finance pirate band
called MAXXAM. After illegally taking
over PL, MAXXAM, with the complicity
of the California Department of Forestry

(CDF), embarked on a military-like cut- -

ting frenzy. Clearcuts of virgin groves,
and removal of all old growth remaining
on lands recently selectively cut, are
the tactics. This, coupled with defores-
tation of PL's vast second growth hold-
ings, could punch a hole in the fog belt
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between Humboldt Redwood Park and
Redwoods National Park big enough to
endanger all protected Redwood habitat.
It could also choke with sediment the
mouth of the Eel, already California’s
most sediment-laden river.

We began planning months ago, con-
tacting EF'! groups in New York, Hous-
ton, Los Angeles, and San Francisco,
for a coordinated day of direct action.
We networked throughout our region.
Darryl Cherney and Greg King culti-
vated media contacts they had gained
on our previous demos in San Francisco
at PL headquarters and at a local mill.

Research of Timber Harvest files and
aerial photos enabled us to explore and
map the most sensitive areas. In April

EF! demo at Pacific Lumber log deck. Photo by David Cross.
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we published a 12-page tabloid, expos-
ing CDF’s role in the destruction of the
world’s largest unprotected redwood
habitat. Our work in alerting the public
to comment on Timber Harvest Plans
(THPs) had already caused major revi-
sions and withdrawal of illegal plans —
plans like those routinely approved at
the beginning of the take-over. As PL
scrambled to make their THPs lawsuit
proof, cutting continued feverishly on
approved plans.

We decided to take a large group to
PL’s largest old growth log deck and
blockade their main haul route. To give
the action staying power, we planned a
tree occupation in one of the active
plans, dubbed “All Species’ Creek.”

The Strawberry Liberation

Andy Caffrey endorsing the pulling-up of strawberry plants. Photo by David Cross.
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by Homo Fragaria

On April 24, in Brentwood, California,
a small town in the eastern Contra
Costa County agricultural area of the
Sacramento River delta, the Qakland
firm Advanced Genetic Sciences (AGS)
sprayed into the open environment
millions of microbes which had been
produced in laboratories by alteration
of their genetic structure. The microbes’
natural predecessors, Pseudomonas
syringae and P. florescens, encourage
the formation of frost on plants. Professor
Stephen Lindow of UC Berkeley had
developed a technique for removing a
protein from the microbe’s DNA, which
removal inhibited its ability to encourage
the frost formation until temperatures
were well below freezing, perhaps as
low as 23 degrees F. He had leased his
patent to AGS for lab and field testing
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- from California to New York City
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and eventual marketing. The field test
would be on 2400 strawberry plants.

Allegedly, AGS expects to earn
profits from Frostban, or ice-minus, as
it is commonly known, of $300 million
a year. Three and a half years of testing
included spraying trees on the roof of
the building housing their offices. For
this they were fined by the EPA, which
had not granted permission for such
tests. Originally set at $20,000, the fine
was later lowered to $13,000 — a light
slap on the wrist.

Before choosing Brentwood, AGS had
tried to conduct their open-air experi-
ment at three other California locations,
only to be stopped by local opposition.
However, before radical intervention,
the average inhabitant of sleepy, rural
Brentwood was largely unaware of the
issue, although a few farmers who had

continued on page 35
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“Around the Campfire

Our Earth First! tribe is a wonderfully
diverse movement, and that diversity
in abilities, lifestyles, talents, per-
sonalities, and even ideas gives us con-
siderable strength. Nonetheless, Earth
First! cannot encompass the entire en-
vironmental movement, nor even the
entire “radical environmental move-
ment.” We do straddle a wide section
of the conservation spectrum but if we
attempt to straddle too much we will
fall flat on our face. From the genesis
of the Earth First! idea, there were
some very specific concepts outlined
that should serve as parameters for our
particular group. I think there remains
a strong general consensus on these
things that define us as “Earth First!,”
although I also see some definite at-
tempts to change, “sanitize” or “mellow-
out” the Earth First! image and style.

Although I am only one voice within
Earth First! (albeit a rather loud one),
and while I accept the grassroots evolu-
tion of the group even though it may
lead in directions I would not choose,
my feeling is that if someone or some
local group cannot accept these kinds
of parameters, then they are probably
in the wrong bunch and ought to join
some other outfit or start their own.
There need not be any bad feeling in-
volved in this — EF'! can still work with
other groups with whom we share
some, but not all, goals, ideas and
styles. The Cathedral Forest Action
Group is a good example of this.

I write this because I apprehend that
some folks are getting involved with
Earth First! because it’s the “in” group
right now, because it’s easy to gain a
high media profile if you’ve got the EF'!
name, and because it’s fun; but then
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they want to change our “bad” image
(which is precisely the reason we'’re
“in,” fun and get media attention). Don’t
try to change us. Let us be Earth First!.
Accept that.

k ok ok ok

Sometimes you just can’t win. This
spring I received an anonymous letter
(no return address) from some irrespon-
sible bozo who doesn’t like dogs and who
threatened to do something about it at
the ’87 Round River Rendezvous. Now,
I'm not one of the leading dog lovers
on the planet, myself, but I accept that
there are many EF!lers who really love
these devolved canids (and I must admit
there are some nice pups in our tribe),
and I was upset that there would be
an EFler socially callous enough to
threaten to poison the hounds of other
EF'!ers with ground glass or fishhooks
embedded in a tasty treat. I, unfortu-
nately, had no return address to write
this wayward soul and suggest that s/he
not carry out her/his threatened plan,
or better yet that we didn’t need some-
one like her/him at the RRR, period.

Now, I could have tossed the letter,
in order to avoid a public controversy,
but then I would have been culpable if
someone’s pooch got a fishhook snack.
So, I gave the letter to the RRR com-
mittee with the recommendation that
people be warned about the dog-hating
fiend loose in our midst. The RRR com-
mittee considered the loathsome letter
and decided to include it in their article
in the Beltane issue. Which they did.
And which caused an outpouring (half-
a-dozen) of letters accusing ME of ad-
vocating the feeding of fishhook-laced
burgers to puppydogs! (There were also
a couple of thoughtful letters taking
angry issue with the nut but not blaming
any of us for advocating it as well.)

Back off, friends, and back off real
fast. Just because something is printed
here doesn’t mean your editors endorse
it. Would you have preferred not to know
about this character’s plans so you
couldn’t prepare for it? Or do you want
some Big Daddy to take care of every-
thing and not trouble everyone else with
the problem? We’re a grassroots group.
Everyone in EF! needs to be aware of
things like the dog-hater letter because
it’s all of you who need to deal with the
problem.

Now, I will apologize because there
was not a stronger disclaimer in the
RRR article. The committee wrote the
article, trying to beat a deadline; it got
here late, and John and I really had no
time to read it over and suggest that
a stronger condemnation be inserted.
Nonetheless, we should have done that
in order to better discourage the
caniphobe creep and to make it clear
to the more excitable dog owners out
there that none of us were advocating
hurting your pet.

So — to all of you: Remember that

you are in a social group of people whom
you supposedly like and wish to associate
with. That requires some friendly give
and take. It demands understanding, it
calls for tolerance. It requires an ability
to put yourself in the other person’s place
and consider their point of view. For
example: if you've got a dog, remember
that others may not love it as much as
you do; that if it is running loose, it might
be behaving in an obnoxious manner. Re-
strain it. Keep it under control. Give both
your dog and your fellow EF'lers some
basic respect. Now, if you don’t like dogs,
recognize that some other EFlers do. If
a dog is unleashed or unrestrained or
otherwise making a scene, find the
owners, talk to them. If that doesn’t
work, take it to the group. That’s what
society is for. My understanding from the
RRR Committee is that if anyone’s dog
is a pain in the ass to anyone at the RRR,
the dog and owner will be asked to leave.
I would also hate to think what might
happen to anyone found feeding ground
glass to a pooch, even an obnoxious one,
at the RRR.

L O

Ed Grumbine’s report in our last issue
on Coca Cola in Belize was a landmark
article. We hear that it is making the

rounds in Belize and receiving good re- -

views. We follow up on it this issue with
an important piece from another Central
American traveler — this time Barbara
Dugelby reporting on the efforts of the
Kuna Indians of Panama to establish and
manage their own rainforest preserve.
All does not have to be bad news from
the tropics. As Barb points out, this could
establish an exciting and effective pree-
edent for the preservation of both indi-
genous peoples and natural diversity.

I am particularly proud of all the
EF!ers who were involved in the nation-
wide demonstrations against the MAX-
XAM takeover of Pacific Lumber
Company and the resultant chainsaw
blitzkreig on the largest holding of old-
growth Redwood in the world. Dem-
onstrations were held in northern
California, Marin County, Los Angeles,
Houston, Washington, DC, and New
York City. Wow! Lots for all EF'! groups
to learn from this. A tip of the hat to
the fine organizers in Humboldt and
Mendocino counties. Good job.

Other major campaigns are continuing
as well. Arrests have occurred since our
last issue in Oregon’s Kalmiopsis, and
at the California Dept. of Fish & Game
headquarters in Sacramento regarding
the proposed Mountain Lion slaughter.
And, if anyone’s wondering why we’re
so concerned about a few uranium mines
in the vast Grand Canyon region, Dan
Dagget has the answer for you. His
carefully researched map of the Canyon
graphically shows the real threat. Dan’s
research, by the way, was funded by
the EF! Journal Research Fund. Con-
tributions to it can be made through
the EF! Foundation. See the ad in this
issue. We're pleased to publish the EF!
California Deserts Wilderness National
Park proposal in this issue, which
should establish some vision in the de-
bate over the arid lands. Write a letter
on this one!

Finally, you might want to note some
changes on our masthead. The excellent
maps — which are replacing some chicken
scratches for which I was responsible
— are by professional cartographer and
graphic artist Helen Wilson here in
Tucson. You've been enjoying her splen-
did drawings of critters for several
years. Now her maps will add a new
level of understanding to many of our
articles. Tucson EF'! activist Kris Taylor
(soon to be Sommerville) has stepped
into the shoes of Dixie Dalton as our
business manager and is quickly taking

continued on page 3

i

EARTH FIRST!
Litha Edition
June 21, 1987

Vol. VII, No. VI

Earth First! The Radical Environ-
mental Journal is published by Ned
Ludd Publications and is an indepen-
dently owned newspaper within the
broad Earth First! movement. It is not
the “official newsletter” of the Earth
First! movement. Entire contents are
copyrighted 1987, but we are pleased
to allow reprinting if credit is given,
except for those articles specifically
copyrighted by the author. Art and
photographs are copyrighted by the
individual artist or photographer and
permission to use must be received from
them. Earth First! is a forum for the no-
compromise environmental movement.
Responsibility rests with the individual
authors and correspondents. The con-
tents do not necessarily represent the
viewpoint of this newspaper, the Earth
First! movement, local Earth First!
groups or individual Earth Firstlers.

Although we do not accept the author-
ity of the hierarchical state, nothing
herein is intended to run us afoul of its
police power. Agents provocateurs will
be dealt with by the Grizzly Defense
League on the Mirror Plateau.

Contributions are welcomed and
should be typed or carefully printed,
double spaced, and sent with an SASE
if return is requested. Art or photo-
graphs (black & white prints preferred,
color prints or slides OK) are desirable
to illustrate articles and essays. They
will be returned if requested. Due to
our tight budget, no payment is offered
except for extra copies of the issue.

All material should be sent to Earth
First!, POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703,
except for poetry which should go to
Art Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, CO
81435.

Dave Foreman, Editor & Publisher
John Davis, Managing Editor

Kris Taylor, Business Manager
Charles Connor & Lainie Levick, Snake
Oil & Trinkets

Helen Wilson, Cartography

Mike Roselle, Roving Editor

David Cross, Roving Editor

Roger Featherstone, Roving Editor
Art Goodtimes, Poetry Editor

Contributing Editors and Correspon-
dents: Marcy Willow, Christoph Manes,
Bill Devall, John Seed (Australia), Rick
Davis (Japan), Randy Hayes, George
Wuerthner, Skywalker, Karen Pickett,
Ric Bailey, Reed Noss, T.0. Hellenbach,
Arthur Dogmeat, Howie Wolke, Head
of Joaquin, Robert Streeter, Chim Blea,
Lone Wolf Circles, R. F. Mueller, Joe
Woodelf, Michelle Miller, Karen DeBraal,
Barbara Dugelby, Tom Stoddard, Ned
Powell, Doug Peacock, Sally Miller, Paul
‘Watson, Peter Bralver, Mary Bird, Mike
Jakubal, Rod Coronado.

Contributing Artists: Canyon Frog,
Helen Wilson, Jim Stiles, John Zaelit,
Karen Tanner, Mike Roselle, B. von
Alten, T.O. Hellenbach, Lone Wolf
Circles, Mad Jack, Bill Turk, Mike
Gouse, Millipede, Juniper Berry,
Christoph Manes, Marcy Willow, Peg
Millett.

Contributing Photographers: David
Cross, Roger Featherstone, George
‘Wuerthner, Howie Wolke, Doug Peacock,
Scott Smith.

Mailing: Tueson Earth First! Group

ADDRESSES

POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703
(602) 622-1371: Letters to the Editor,
Manuscripts, Art, Photographs, ete. for
Eqrth First!; Subscriptions, Changes of
Address, Inquiries; Merchandise Orders;
Clippings; General Correspondence.




gt

Letters to the editor are welcomed. Lengthy letters may be-
edited for space requirement. Letters should be typed or care-
fully printed and double-spaced, using only one side of a sheet
of paper. Be sure to indicate if you want your name and location”
to appear or if you wish to remain anonymous. Send letters to

POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703.

Editor,

I wish to respond to George Wuer-
thner’s article on Alaskan Natives: It
would be hard to fault his research or
his concern for the environment, both
of which are admirable. He has clearly
made a lifetime commitment to ecology.
Yet his tone is that of someone examin-
ing a bug on the end of a needle, scien-
tific to the nth degree and lacking in
compassion for that which he examines.
He displays little or no background in
the history, culture, or legal aspects of
Indian issues and at times has a barely
disguised antagonism toward native
peoples.

His main thrust is that the earth
should be protected from people who
are destroying it, no matter who they
are. No one should argue with this, but
what Wuerthner doesn’t seem to grasp
is the horribly tangled and convoluted
legal and cultural quagmires that have
put native peoples in a Catch-22 position
with the government. Most of them
would not have dreamed, in the context
of their original culture, of attacking the
earth by clearcutting river slopes; but
they are now forced to survive in a dif-
ferent context, one brought about by
* the European culture, and they are try-

ing to survive by adapting and imitating
the ways of their conquerors. As for In-
dians and other native groups having
been romanticized by environmen-
. talists as the “the first ecologists,” 1
believe the fault of that lies with the
perceivers, not the perceived.

What Wuerthner’s article misses is an
overview of society. Native peoples, just
like everyone else, are caught up in the
vicious cycles of capitalism which are
predicated on the exploitation of and
competition for resources. Unfortu-
nately the trees and wolves cannot

_unite; the earth is hostage to humans.

Therefore, humans, all of us, must
develop a global cooperative economy
and global, strictly enforced environ-
mental protection laws.

There is an underlying racist tone to
Wuerthner’s writing. He refers often to
welfare benefits and development sub-
sidies received by Alaskan Natives as
though the federal government was sim-
ply pitying these poor people and giving
them money. This is hardly the case.
The Alaskan Natives, like other native
peoples, gave up vast land and mineral
resources — and the context of their
entire culture — in exchange for paltry,
short-term benefits. When Wuerthner
makes moral judgments, as he does con-
stantly, about things other than the en-
vironment, he shows his bias and under-
mines his article. Wuerthner says the
Alaskan Native population may be
higher now than at the time of contact;
this is certainly an arguable point, at
best. His comment about Indians being
given money by the government (again,

they were not ever given something
with no strings attached) to go shopping
in Fairbanks smacks of the “niggers on
welfare driving Cadillacs” comment we
used to hear so much. He implies that
Pribilof Islanders received $190,000 per
person, but the time span or the fact
that this was to be used for overall tribal
economic development isn’t explained,
creating a misleading picture of money
being squandered.

By attacking a racial group — rather
than examining the economic system we
are all a part of, which is predicated on
ruthless competition for resources and
a philosophy of man-against-nature —
Wuerthner’s article lacks balance. Since
it is my racial group he’s attacking, I
am on guard and recognize both in his
tone and his arguments the kinds of ra-
cist statements that are usually made
in other contexts, but are made here
in defense of ecology — an issue we
should be on the same side of.

Whatever depredations indigenous
people have fallen prey to — not just
here but in Africa, South America, Au-
stralia — as they become pawns in the
power plays of federal governments and
huge corporations, we should re-
member that originally native peoples
everywhere, including FEuropeans,
lived in harmony with nature. All of the
old religions revolved around a rever-
ence for all life and a respect for our
place in the overall scheme of things.
Ancient legends say that the sin of hub-
ris, pride, has time and again brought
the downfall of human beings. Each
time we think we can dominate all life,
we crash. Each time we come back from
the brink of extinction a little wiser.
We are all only human. Why should it
surprise anyone that native peoples
clearcut anymore than that anyone else
does? Why should native peoples be
held to a higher standard?

To divide people along racial, ethnic,
or sexual lines is dangerous. To do so
on behalf of ecology is doubly danger-
ous; for to the elliptical human mind,
to do something bad on behalf of some-
thing good, makes the bad thing ok.

Anyone who drives a car, talks on the
phone, or mails a letter to be carried
by trucks and planes, is part of a system
of exploitation of the earth. None of us
are exempt — especially in this country,
where we all use more than our share
— from the charge of exploitation of
the earth’s resources. The ecology
movement will not succeed as long as
it remains a movement of primarily
white, middle and upper-middle class,
college educated, economically and so-
cially privileged people.

Our ethical behavior should not be
directed toward the land exclusively,
nor toward humans exclusively, but
should join both together in community.
In the Indian view of things, Gitche
Manitou was everything beyond the
earth, was the sky, the Great Mystery,
the Spirit or “breath” of life. Earth and
its people, which included all humans,
animals, and plants collectively as
“people,” were everything that was
manifest, visible, physical. The job of
mankind, being part of both matter and
spirit, was to join Gitche Manitou and
Mother Earth together, to join the
spiritual or ideal with the material or
real. It still is our job and it won’t hap-
pen until the consciousness of everyone
is raised. A land ethic is one step in
that process and it will evolve in the
mind of a thinking community — slowly,
together.

Although I admire Wuerthner’s dedi-
cation and well-researched facts he
added to the fund of environmental
knowledge, I object on principle to at-
tacks on select racial groups, especially
Alaskan Natives who have been more
often prey than predator in their reluc-
tant eat-or-be-eaten chess game with
the government and the corporations.

—Lewis P. Johnson.

Dear Dave:

It seems timely to indicate by a letter
in Earth First! why the Virginia Chap-
ter of Sierra Club has declined to en-
dorse a “Shenandoah Wilderness” pro-
posal as currently presented. I am
knowledgeable of the area, living within
20 miles of it and having wandered in
it many times.

It would be great to gain a 65,000
acre Wilderness in the Appalachian
Mountains. There are, however, serious
questions about the character of this
proposal as initially and currently
presented.

The proposal was initially advanced
on the premise that long-existing roads
therein had been so severely damaged
by a 100-year flood in western Virginia
in November 1985 that the US Forest
Service would be obliged to abandon
them, thereby making the area roadless
and offering a potential Wilderness of
approximately 65,000 acres. As it
turned out, the damage was spotty and
mostly limited to separate stretches of
50-300 feet, plus two or three bridges
being washed out. Within a few months,
the Forest Service had made temporary
repairs and restored most of the roads

Please send any newspaper clippings
mentioning Earth First! or dealing
with subjects of interests to us at POB
5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. Clippings
about monkeywrenching of any kind
would also be appreciated. Thank you!

The Post Office does not forward
Third Class Mail but they do charge
us 30 cents apiece to to send us your
change of address. Please send us your
change of address promptly so you do
not miss an issue of Earth First! and
we do not have to pay the Post Office
to receive it. Some people using clever
aliases are not receiving their copies
of Earth First! . Be sure to notify your
postperson that “Attila the Hun” or
“The Animal” receives mail at your
address.

SCHEDULE

Earth First! The Radical Environ-
mental Journal is published 8 times
a year on the old pagan European
nature holidays: Samhain (November
1), Yule (December 21 or 22), Brigid
(February 2), Eostar (March 21 or 22),
Beltane (May 1), Litha (June 21 or 22),
Lughnasadh (August 1), and Mabon
(September 21 or 22). Deadlines for
articles are three weeks before the
cover date: October 10, December 1,
January 10, March 1, April 10, June
1, July 10, and September 1. The news-
paper is mailed Third Class on the cover
date. First Class delivery is available
for $10 extra a year. Surface delivery
outside the USA is available for $25;
airmail delivery overseas is available
for $40 a year.

to service passable by pickup truck.
Where the bridges were out, it was prac-
tical to ford the North River during the
low water of summer and early fall.

Since Fiscal Year 1987 Congressional
appropriations became available, the
F'S has largely completed restoring the
roads to their normal condition, i.e.,
safe and convenient for passage by or-
dinary passenger cars; though work on
the bridges has not been completed.
The roads will NOT be abandoned by
the Forest Service.

Exclusive of the roads which would
be the boundary of the proposed
Shenandoah Wilderness, there are 32
miles of good gravel or dirt roads open
to the public year-around within the pro-
posed boundary. These roads have been
in service for many years and are popu-
lar with a wide variety of users, includ-
ing bird watchers, backpackers, scien-
tists, and hunters. This is a comprehen-
sive system of roads. While most of the
mileage is at low elevations, one road
ascends from the North River to the
highest point in the area (Reddish
Knob, elevation 4397 feet).

To acknowledge the existence and use
of these roads while urging their closing
would be one thing. To imply that these

continued on page 25

Campfire . . .

charge. Already John and I are breath-
ing sighs of relief as we're freed up to
attack various projects we've had to ig-
nore due to lack of time. (I might even
get our book The Big Outside done
now.) The rumors that Dixie has taken
up with Jack Burns again and run off
to Australia are untrue. And last but
certainly not least, Charles Conner and
Lainie Levick, also Tucson EFlers, are
taking over the filling of orders for us.
Welcome aboard, friends, and thank you
for your fine work in support of this
endeavor.

Now, I've got to wrap this up so I
can pack for a float trip on the San Juan
River with John Seed and the EF!
Foundation Board. See you at the RRR!

— Dave Foreman

Vou decide . . .
Will he stay or will he go?

Our little, fat, Coors-swilling redneck and his barnyard language
offend some — so it’s up to you to decide whether he should
remain as owr “Letters” mascot or whether the “Letters” column
should be samitized with one of these other logos and titles.
For every $10 you contribute to the Earth First! Foundation’s
Journal Research Fund (which pays for in-depth articles here),
you receive one vote for the “Letters” logo of your choice. Send
your votes (and your $!) today to the Earth First! Foundation,

POB 50681, Tucson, AZ 85703.

Yy @

Dear Taore .

HAVE A

NICE DAY
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Redwoods . . .

Continued from page 1

down, and help them set up in the trees
which the other spur climbers were
climbing. As I coiled my rope, Darryl
kept the loggers slack-jawed with an
amazing aerial traverse from his tree
to the giganto.

Both spur climbers fixed girth hitches
with webbing, set climbing ropes, and
rappelled down. The sitters began their
ascents. I hurriedly tied gear to Larry
Evans’ platform and attached it to the
rope. Darryl was already in another
tree. Unfortunately, everyone else was
hiding. I went looking for tree sitters.
When I found them, up the hill, we could
see PL security arriving below. We
began hauling equipment out of the
area, evading security as they combed
the woods. (EF! attitude: don’t stop
when they yell “halt” unless they are
armed cops in full line of sight.)

I watched through binos. The clim-
bers were like little nodules on the sides
of the trees, giving perspective to the
trees’ immense size. Darryl stood in his
spurs 150 feet off the ground, PL sec-
urity at the tree’s base. Larry was up
at 120 feet, in his stirrups and harness
attached to the rope with climbing aids.
PL security had intercepted his plat-
form. Kurt Newman had raised his plat-
form 60 feet up his tree. As the day
passed, they developed a “good” protes-
ter, “bad” protester dynamic with the
the loggers below. Kurt goaded the log-
gers into cutting them down. Larry
talked no crap forestry, and impressed
them with his endurance. Darryl told
off-color jokes.

The sheriffs arrived and split up in
teams, returning later with a ground
person and gear. They unfurled the 30-
foot “Save the redwoods” banner on the
road. The graphic banner “Stop MAX-
XAM,” replete with blood-spattered
skull and crossbones, had them silent
and pensive.

The arrival of a police blazer on the
other side of my bush forced my retreat,
but I returned later. Larry was coming
down. After a Herculian effort, the cold
was proving too much. He surrendered.
A generator roared and the forest was
illuminated by floodlights. A spotlight
hit Darryl’s tree. He was gone! During
the diversion, he had jammed it into
the canopy. He made a bosen’s chair
from his rope, and persevered until mid-
night, when the cold forced him down
too.

Kurt was warm in his down, but the
loggers were building a road to his tree.
They were ready to bring in a crane.
As Kurt parlayed with the sheriffto gain
time, the loggers shot at him with
slingshots.

At dawn a spur climber was sent up.
Setting up a banner would involve pre-
venting this dude from interfering.
Kurt’s rock climbers’ safety ethic pre-
vailed; he surrendered. A few hours
later, 150 people gathered in a car cara-
van. As we approached the log deck,
the absence of log trucks struck us. The
deck was shut down! In an effort to pre-
vent a photo of a blockaded, bannered
log truck, they stopped work for the
day . . . . Bewildered workers were
turned away by cops.

A festive atmosphere prevailed.
EFlers reveled in marimba musie, and
spoke with non EF! locals with eyes full
of awe at our having stopped the trucks.

It was a successful action: 13 local ar-
rests, five more in Mill Valley, where 800
pounds of tree stumps were cemented
in front of PLs sales office door. In New
York Earth First!’s first action, demon-
strators picketed Drexel-Burnum offices.
In Washington, DC, the Security Ex-
change Commission was leafletted. In
Los Angeles, the Earth Goddess took
a redwood sapling to MAXXAM/PL
headquarters. At CDF’s THP mill in
Santa Rosa, EF!ers made their views
known. (See articles this issue.) Our
power is obvious. We shut them down
for a day just by saying we'd be there.
The Sheriff’s department set up road
blocks and threatened to arrest media
trying to approach the tree-sit. The
judge disqualified himself from the bloc-
kaders’ trial, and we gained national
news with a report on the “Today Show.”

Our issue will be heard. As I left All
Species’ Grove a few nights later, I
heard a male Spotted Owl call and a
female respond. I wonder, will it be in
time?

Mokai is a legendary mnovthern
California forest defender.
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Fireman' prepares to remove the Marin Cuﬁty banner. Photo y Steve Ringman
of the San Francisco Chrowicle.

OUT OF THE

WILDERNESS

EARTH FIRST
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EF! in New York City takes the Pacific Lumber battle to Wall Street. The first EF'!
demo in New York City! Photo by Melinda Billings.

LOS ANGELES

by Peter Bralver

On May 18 — the day of the multi-city
coordinated Humboldt action — LA
Earth Firstlers stood in front of the
MCO offices (Maxxam-Pacific Lumber)
holding banners to protest the destruc-
tion of the North Coast forests. Denise
Conway-Mucha, dressed as Mother
Earth in winding vines over her dress,
tried to carry a baby Sequoia Redwood
in a bucket into the offices of those now
owning the North Coast clearcutting
machine. She was prevented, however,
and to push an arrest would have been
fruitless with no media recording our
lonely vigil.

TEXAS

by Jean Crawford

The Texas action against Charles
Hurwitz and Maxxam took place far
from the mist-wreathed redwoods on
the Northwest Coast. Our action was
in hot, smoggy Houston surrounded by
concrete buildings — so we took the
forest with us, in the form of cardboard
redwoods and three living cedars. Our
eco-defending trees bore signs and our
“forest” was accompanied by 15 Earth
Firstlers. They included an outraged
lumberjack, Bob Gartner, who strode
up and down the sidewalk shouting that
Hurwitz was destroying America! We
planted ourselves in front of MCO Plaza
and commenced telling Houston that
this was home for an ecocidal vampire.

Traffic was thick so the passers-by
got a good look at us. Some folk were
amused, some were angry, but many
were supportive. Suits and secretaries
descended from the MCO building to
gawk at and talk with us. We explained
our objection to ancient trees being sac-
rificed to Hurwitz’ greed.

Three spokespeople, Lisa Hender-
son, Sedge Simons and myself tried to
deliver a message to the Vampire’s of-
fice. The armed guards wouldn’t let us
in the building; they said Mr. Hurwitz
didn’t want to see us!

After our attempt at “civilized” com-
munication failed, the trees held a
tribunal. Hurwitz was represented by
a dummy labeled “Charles Hurwitz —
Corporate Vampire.” He was found guilty
of Crimes against Nature. The trees were
certain that he believed in the Golden
Rule, so they did to him what he was
doing to them — they chopped him
down! We finished by chanting at the
building, “Charles Hurwitz, you can’t
hide./We charge you with arborcide.”

NEWYORK CITY

by Matt Meyers

On May 18, the New York City chapte”
of Earth First! became reality. The
issue that brought us together was the
clearcutting of California old growth
Coast Redwoods by Maxxam Corpord
tion. Together with Earth Firstlers i
six other locations — Humboldt County’
Mill Valley, Santa Rosa, and Lo¢®
Angeles, California; Houston; an
Washington, DC — we joined in a n#
tional day of protest against Maxxam?®
ecocide of the redwood forests whi¢
Maxxam grabbed from the Pacifl®
Lumber Company two years ago.

NYCEF! protested on Park ant
Madison Avenues. For the first time
NYC politics, redwood trees carrié
signs on behalf of their sisters and
brothers in California. We were als’
dressed as owls and other non-huma”
species facing extinetion due to the
clearcutting of their habita

Two weeks prior to our demonqtrat!(”
at their headquarters, Maxxam le
town, moving to their “parent” hea’’
quarters in Los Angeles. We celebrat®
our City ridding itself of Maxxam, P
marching over to an office of Dre)(e1
Burnham, Lambert — the investme’’
banking firm who issued the junk bon®
that allowed Maxxam to take ov¢
Pacific Lumber. Future deep ecolof)
picket lines are planned for Drexels
main offices on Wall Street. The def‘1
brought together sisters and br othe’“
from Greenpeace, The Greens, R
forest Action Network, Big Mount®”
Support Committee, as well as Lo"
Island and NYC Earth First!

Guided by the slogan “Wall Stl’eeh
Out of the Wilderness,” we E& .
First!ers in New York City have find"
come together and found a missio?



Tactical Thoughts
on the MAXXAM
Protests

by Socratrees

One of our primary goals has been
to publicize the atrocities being commit-
ted against California’s last remaining
virgin redwood wilderness. Qur action
was publicized on every major network
in the state, the “Today Show,” the San
Francisco Chronicle, LA Times and
countless others. The Houston Post ran
a front page story, which revealed pre-
vious battles that Hurwitz has had with
celebrities like Frank Sinatra, and his
connection with ex-prez Gerry Ford. A
special howl of thanks goes to Texas
Earth First! for exposing this environ-
mental criminal in his home town, and
to all in solidarity with us that day.

We’ve been asked to delineate things
we did right and wrong so that others
may learn from what we did. Here are
a few items:

RIGHT: We conveyed the universality
of our issue to folks around the country,
which enabled us to act in seven loca-
tions. Perhaps others can find branch
offices in various cities of corporations
harming the environment and again
hold a nationwide event.

WRONG: The tree-climbers saw that
the loggers had left equipment behind
but took no precautions to prepare for
their return. The climbers spread their
own equipment out so carelessly that
a quick departure was not feasible.
Keep your gear together. Also, the clim-
bers did not take the banners, water,
or warm clothes with them on the initial
climb. Had they done so, the action
might have been more sustainable.

RIGHT: The date of our event was
well-chosen. It was the first Monday
after finals at Humboldt State Univer-
sity, from which came many of the par-
ticipants. At an earlier date, students
would have been studying. At a later
date, many would have left for home.

WRONG: We underestimated our ad-
versary. Louisiana-Pacific withheld
their information on the tree-spiking in-
jury at the Cloverdale mill for a full
week so that it was publicized just be-
fore the action, adding an enormous
strain to our overworked psyches. On
the 15th, I came to our office to do last
minute media work, but our phones
were ringing non-stop with calls from
media from all over the US wanting

-comments on the spiking. Mike Roselle
was en route to Humboldt County and
could not be reached for comment. So
we handled the flack carefully, focusing
attention on LP’s safety hazards and our
written group non-property destruction
policy. Louisiana-Pacific and Pacific
Lumber are part of a coalition of timber
beasts who shamelessly call themselves
WE CARE. Collusion to sabotage our
event is likely. However, the increased
publicity of the spiking simply brought
more media to our rally.

RIGHT: We used affinity groups. An
action like this is so complex that no
one person could coordinate it all. Affin-
ity groups included media contacts,
video crew, reconnaissance scouts, tree
climbers, jail support crew, telephone
crew, drivers to pick-up forest action
crew, lawyers, musicians, radio phone
operators (we rented 2-way radios),
fund raisers, blockaders, fence jum-
pers, base camp maintainers, guides to
woods action for supplies and media,
rally coordinators, and more. We put
this all together in two weeks, not
counting the months of scouting and
mapping.

WRONG: We thought our choice of a
log deck site was a secret, but PL had
made preparations at the very log deck
we had chosen. They knew. In the fu-
ture, if secrecy is necessary, we may
do tree actions without a nation-wide
action.

RIGHT: We stationed people at the
phones during our action, to keep track
of where people were going to jail and
to help get them out. Follow arrestees
to the jail. Solidarity in this is a moral
obligation to your brothers and sisters.

WRONG: After a loggers’ pick-up
plowed through our crowd (one fellow
was knocked down but not injured)
many participants began yelling at the
police. Although the cops’ lack of action

was despicable, violent behavior on our
part could have led to an uglier
situation.

COMMUNICATE: When you have as
many people as we had working on this,
with many living far apart, communica-
tion can be a problem. Yet it is probably
the most essential element of any ac-
tion. If you don’t know who is in jail,
who has called what press, ete., and if
you think that someone else is doing it
so you needn’t bother, that is a relin-
quishment of responsibility. A few calls
every day help.

We opened with a circle. Have Native
Americans present for prayer cere-
monies. Close with a circle. This is in
some way spiritual insurance that what
you are about to do and have done is
for the benefit of all.

Though we made many mistakes, our
action was overall a huge success. We
closed MAXXAM operations in three
locations. We finished with a positive
attitude, a party, and this silly notion
that we will do this again soon!

Agnes Mansfield and Aster Phillipa captured among the massive boles of the ancient,
now-horizontal forests. Photo by Carl Dalton.

Washington

by Mike Jakubal

There it was, amongst the usual
expletives and phone numbers on the
wall above the commode in Joe’s Tavern,
two words and an exclamation point,
“FKarth Firstl.” The bar had been
christened. EF! had arrived in
Wenatchee!

It arrived with a howl, as 22 ecoheads
marched on the Wenatchee National
Forest HQ on May 28 to express support
for Wenatchee wilderness and protest
Forest Service schemes to destroy the
same. With signs a-wavin’, our spirited
assemblage belted out songs of revolt
(or at least revolting songs). “We don’t
believe you anymore” — the chorus to
Budworm’s latest protest song — rang
against the building as curious Freds
hovered about in the lobby. Soon, Paul
Hart, Freddie mouthpiece, nervously
approached the group with his note-
board and fielded questions and filled
pages with our “concerns.” No amount
of Freddie platitudes, though, could
hide the facts: 1700 miles of new roads
on the Wenatchee, more grazing, huge
ORYV increase, destruction of habitat
necessary for successful reintroduction
of Gray Wolves and Grizzly Bears,
further species extirpation, and more
and bigger clearcuts and deficits. When
asked about the number of timber staff
compared to the one full-time wildlife
staffer, Hart waffled:

F'S: “Well, I'm not really sure.”
EF!: “Just roughly . . . 10?7 15?”
FS: “Well . . . more like 70 or 100.”

The need for action was clear. With
our List of Demands and Statement of
Intentions presented and the media
scurrying off with their story, we left
the bureaufats and proceeded to a local
establishment more conducive to cele-
bration . . . for this had been the largest
environmental protest in Wenatchee
history!

The Wenatchee National Forest
(WNF') contains 600,000 acres of pris-
tine forest open to the greedrapers. The
WNF contains Grizzlies and, on occa-
sion, Wolves and Moose; and may be
home to a far higher than expected con-
centration of Spotted Owls. Presently
there are 24 ongoing or upcoming
timber sales with confirmed Spotted
Owl nests either near or within sale
boundaries. Wolves and Moose are not
even considered in any WNF planning
and Griz is just now receiving basic
acknowledgement in the form of grossly
underfunded studies.

Grizzlies and wolves will be a prime
focus for Earth First! actions on the
Wenatchee and the North Cascades as
a whole. Perhaps a dozen Grizzlies live
in North Cascades National Park and
the implications for the adjacent
Wenatchee, Okanogan and Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie National Forests are clear:
“managing” for Grizzlies and wolves will
mean complete shut-down of logging in
presently untrammeled areas and re-
habilitation of damaged land. We will
conduct a multi-faceted campaign to
bring these issues into the streets,
newspapers, TV and, at times, cour-
trooms and jails. Anyone with pertinent
info on Griz and Gray Wolf, ideas on
strategy, or energy to commit to this

EF! Update

struggle, contact us!

The Washington EF! movement is
committed to decentralized, autonom-
ous affinity group-based action, feeling
that this allows us the greatest flexibil-
ity and response-ability and best en-
courages diversity of thought and ac-
tion. Seattle, Olympia, and Bellingham
(Shuksan EF'!) have active groups that
will soon be joined by the new groups
in Wenatchee and the Okanogan High-
lands to work on the following issues
and more:

BLACK BEARS: An important com-
ponent in the Black Bear’s spring diet
is the cambium of young trees, which
they obtain by clawing through the
bark. To the timber industry, this is
known as “bear damage” and provides
an excuse to kill 1600 bears each year,
even though no accurate bear popula-
tion figures exist. This slaughter is car-
ried out through an “unholy alliance”
between the Forest Service,
Washington Department of Natural Re-
sources, the State Department of Game
(DOG), and a timber industry lobbying
group — the Washington Forest Protec-
tion Association (WFPA). When corpo-
rate landowners find damage, they in-
form DOG and request a hunt. On Na-
tional Forests — public land! — WFPA
makes inspections and recommend-
ations for the bear hunt. This quagmire
of corporate-State-Federal collusion
was the target of simultaneous EF!
demos in Olympia, Seattle (Mt. Baker-
Snoqualmie NF HQ), and Darrington
on May 19. Seattle and Olympia both
drew 20 protesters. Seattle gained good
media coverage and a lively confronta-
tion with the Baker-Snoqualmie (BS)
spokes-ass, who demonstrated amazing
flexibility by repeatedly putting his foot
in his mouth. Shuksan EF! met the
Ranger of the Darrington District of the
BS National Forest with songs and lec-
tures on bears and ecology. Follow-ups
to these protests are in the works.

OLD GROWTH: Shuksan EF! has is-
sued a list of old growth timber sales
to be withdrawn from consideration on
the BSNF. Civil disobedience is prom-
ised. Also, unknown persons have been
using rearranged logging slash and
white lime to “spell-out” to motorists
on I-5 their feelings about clearcuts:
“RAPE.”

ELWA RIVER: Built against the
societal laws of the time and the moral
laws of Nature, the damns on the Olym-
pic Peninsula’s Elwa River provide only
30% of the electricity used by the local
paper mill while depriving the local
economy of an estimated two million dol-
lars annually due to the loss of salmon
runs. Consensus is building that the
Elwa should flow free again, with a
prominent Seattle columnist even
suggesting a lottery for the privilege
of pushing the plunger. The Free the
Elwa rally on June 30 will provide the
necessary kick in the arse to spur the
process.

Washington Earth First! gatherings
will be “quadrannual” events, occurring
on each Solstice and Equinox. The next
will be in Sauk Meadows, site of last
year’s protests to save Spotted Owls
threatened by clearcuts.

For the third consecutive year,

WAEF'! organized Earth Day events at
the University of Washington. This
year’s agenda focused on Grizzlies in the
North Cascades. Featured speakers
were Harvey Manning; Michael Frome;
Arthur Dogmeat, who narrated Doug
Peacock’s excellent Grizzly footage; and
a panel who discussed reintroduction of
extirpated species. The events gained
a front page article in the Seattle Post-
Intelligencer and an AP wire story on
the status of Grizzlies in the North
Cascades.

The Road Show, featuring the deep
ecology slide presentation “Doing Away
With Dominance,” has been seen by
hundreds throughout the state. The
show is still available.

Lastly, monkeywrenching has plagued
Washington greedrapers in the last year.
In fact, through a reliable source, we've
learned that Whorehauser alone has
been losing nine million dollars a year
to ecotage and labor-related sabotage!
Carry on!

The energy in Washington is high this
summer and the message to the forces
of destruction is clear: WE DON'T
BELIEVE YOU ANYMORE!

WAEF! can be contacted at the
addresses in our Directory.

Don’t Trust Freddie
Behind the Wheel

by Sparkle Plenty

While driving up toward McGraw
Lookout in Hells Canyon National Rec-
reation Area to investigate reports that
a Forest Service timber sale had resulted
in a double whammy — an archaeological
site rudely “excavated” .and a spring
destroyed by logging — environmental
inspectors Rick Bailey and Kate Crockett
met Forest Service employees in an un-
planned fashion.

Apparently exuberant over completing
a long work day and champing at the
bit to get home and put on the feedbag,
FS employees Jeff Jenkins and Mike
Reed were joyriding on the lefthand
side of the road. Meanwhile, Bailey and
Crockett, moving at their usual dig-
nified and energy-conscious pace,
turned right onto the McGraw Road;
unfortunately, their lane was occupied
by said Freds.

Brakes squealed, wheels cranked,
gravel flew, and yes, Destiny met Fate,
and all found themselves closer than
they had ever wished to be. As Bailey
extricated himself from the remains of
his vehicle and proceeded to give a fair
demonstration of Abyssus Pistoffus,
and Crockett extricated her teeth from
her lower lip, FS™driver Jenkins (driv-
ing without license and registration)
was heard to remark plaintively, “Well,
it looks like we’re gonna be late for
dinner.”

The bad news: the area of destruction
remained unexamined. However, other
concerned parties will document the
scene of the crime, and Bailey and
Crockett plan to return. The good news:
a small Honda can do an amazing amount
of damage to a Forest Service crummy.
Nevertheless, Bailey and Crockett do
not recommend this tactie. They do rec-
ommend that all travelers on F'S roads
wear seatbelts, and further caution all
forest activists to avoid coming between
Freddie and his meal.
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18 Arrested in Three Actions
North Kalmiopsis

by Earth First! Siskiyou

Spurred by the arrests of three Earth
Firstlers on April 7 (see article last
issue), the North Kalmiopsis campaign
has continued to grow. On April 21, an
affinity group from Arcata came up to
celebrate John Muir’s birthday in a way
they knew he'd appreciate, by putting
their bodies in the way of Wilderness
destruction. Seven people were arrested
at the newly constructed locked gate to
-the Hobson Horn Timber Sale area
when they blocked the entrance to log-
gers that morning. One more person,
who had become separated from the
group when they tried to get further
into the timber sale area, was arrested
at noon after chaining himself to the
gate by the neck and leg with kryptonite
bike locks . . . to the musical accompan-
iment of Walkin’ Jim Stoltz and Lone
Wolf Circles.

“The Forest Service has it backwards,”
declared one protester. “Instead of lock-
ing this gate to prevent forest destruction
in an area of national significance, they’'ve
locked this gate to prevent the Earth’s
protectors from doing their job.”

It was a great day for John Muir, as
protesters and supporters joined local
kids for a parade and children’s play at
his Birthday Party at a campground
along the Rogue River.

The Arcata 8 were later arraigned
and charged with criminal trespass.
They plead no contest, and were re-
leased with probation and community
service sentences.

On May 8, members of the Takilma
affinity group put together another

Pacific Rim Coastal Rainforests

dramatic action at the Hobson Horn
gate. Two protesters were first chained
to the gate by necks and legs, and then
buried up to their necks in gravel, so
that the gate itself was completely co-
vered. When the workers arrived at 6
AM, they were amused, and there were
a couple of hours for good talk before
the sheriffs arrived. However, the
sheriffs seemed to be getting tired of
this, and one protester was roughly
shoved around when he got too near a
truck suspected of hauling gravel.

This same Takilma affinity group was
a mainstay during the successful 1983
campaign against the Bald Mountain
Road. The camp-in along the road the
night before was fun, so the message
from these folks is: “Five tents in May,
1000 this summer.”

Arrestees are being charged with
criminal mischief, and are being asked
to pay restitution money to the logging
company for the delay and removal of
the gravel. The amount of money re-
quested has been unreasonably high, so
the Takilma folks are working with a
lawyer. Contributions for the defense
of the Takilma 7 should be sent to: 9545
Takilma, Cave Jet, OR 97573.

Earth First! Siskiyou is leading the
Jight to save the North Kalmiopsis. They
recently completed a well-written and
highly informative 16-page tabloid on the
Kalmiopsis region and the campaign to
save it. For copies of this tabloid — from
whence come the two articles printed
here — or to donate to this worthy old
growth campaign, write: EF! Siskiyou,
Box 212, Williams, OR 97544 (503-899-
1696 or 846-7525).

& the Klamath Knot

by Earth First! Siskiyou

When the annual rainfall is upwards
of 200 inches, and moss grows on every
available surface, even dirt, then you
can call the place a rainforest even if
it’s not in the tropics.

The Pacific Rim Coastal Rainforests
stretch from Big Sur up to the Tongass
in Alaska, yet only a few large blocks
remain of what was once the mightiest
forest on Earth. The largest grouping
of areas of original forest is located
within the Klamath-Siskiyou Bioregion
in northwest California and southwest
Oregon. Surrounded and severed from
each other by highways and an advancing
sea of clearcuts, the last remaining
stands of primeval forest rise like
enchanted castles from the dust of a
battlefield; islands of beauty.

All together, these islands of unpro-
tected roadless areas and protected
Wilderness form a far-reaching archi-
pelago of forested habitat known as the
Klamath Knot. The rocks of the Klamath-
Siskiyous are ancient pieces of ocean
floor that uplifted over millions of years
and smashed into the continental plate
to form a mountain range long before
the formation of the Cascades or Sierras
to the east. The vegetation in these
mountains mirrors the complexity of
the rocks — but it’s even more diverse
because it’s open to the sky, and to the
variations of rainfall that occur as the
rainforest coastal strip gradually shifts
into the oak chaparral of the great
inland valleys.

The ecological/geological zone of the
Klamath Knot extends north 200 miles
along the coast from about the 40th to
the 43rd parallel. Hemmed in by agricul-
ture and urbanization to the south, and
by industrial clearcutting to the north,
Klamath Knot forested habitat is con-
nected to the Cascade-Sierran region
by a narrow isthmus of forest along the
Siskiyou crest by Mt. Ashland, and
another extending to Mt. Shasta.

The winding canyon of the main stem
of the Klamath River roughly bisects
this area. To the south lie the Marble-
Trinity and Yolla Bolly mountains, while
to the north, the Siskiyou Mountain Pro-
vince extends its branches across the
Rogue River and over to the Cascades.
At the northern tip of the Siskiyous lies
the Rogue-Illinois Old Growth Island,
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one of the largest (200,000 acres) and
most vegetatively diverse in the entire
Klamath Knot Archipelago.

The North Kalmiopsis Roadless Area
lies at the heart of this habitat island
— center of controversy and ecological
keystone. Thick stands of ancient forest
still remain in four major unroaded
drainages between the protected Wild
Illinois River Canyon and the protected
Wild Rogue River Canyon. If the
forested watersheds of Silver, Indigo,
Lawson, and Shasta Costa Creeks are
successfully defended against further
logging and roadbuilding, they will con-
tinue to form the heart of what may be
the largest block of old growth forest
and Spotted Owl habitat remaining in
the Pacific Northwest. However, if the
North Kalmiopsis is roaded and logged,
the Rogue-Illinois Forest will be cut in
two, and the long-term strength of the
entire chain of old growth islands will
perhaps be weakened beyond hope of
recovery.

Only by seeing the whole fabric of
life in this region, and the pattern that
it takes, can we truly appreciate the
importance of any one area within it.
Therefore, Earth First! proposes that the
entire Siskiyou Mountain Province be
designated as a National Big Wilderness
Park. This area still stands basically
whole, and it needs to remain that way!

no meforized vehicle Y8
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EF! Siskiyou closes down the Hobson Horn Timber Sale.

TWO FORKS

Multi-million Dollar Disaster

by Michael E Adams

If the Denver Water Board (DWB)
has its way, a pristine, free-flowing
river 24 miles southwest of Denver will
be dammed. The proposed Two Forks
dam and reservoir would flood 32 miles
of the South Platte River between the
towns of Deckers and Foxton. This is
an area of rugged granite hills and open
forests of pine and fir, with some of the
finest trout water in the state. All of
this will be under 350 feet of water if
the DWB, a non-elected body with no
public accountability, gets the go-ahead
for a project for which cheaper and less
damaging alternatives exist.

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for Two Forks is now
available for public review in libraries
throughout the state. A final EIS is due
to be released this summer. The US
Army Corps of Engineers plans to issue
a Public Notice of Permit Pending and
Public Hearing in August. Citizen in-
volvement at the hearings, letters, and
highly visible actions will be crucial at
this time. This is the only hope of stop-
ping the great juggernaut formed by
the unholy marriage of the DWB and
the Corps.

In its proposals for meeting Denver
area water needs through the year 2035,
the DWB doesn’t seriously address
moderate possibilities. All five of the
DWBs alternative plans call for large,
high-impact dams and reservoirs on the
South Platte. Its first choice is the
largest, the 1.1 million acre-foot Two
Forks project.

If House bill #1158 passes the Colorado
Legislature and is signed into law by
our pro-development governor, not only
will all of us in Colorado suffer the de-
struction of the Two Forks, we will be
forced to pay for it as well! This bill,
the Colorado Water Resources Develop-
ment Fund, popularly known as the Two
Forks bill, will force all Coloradans to

pay for the enormous thirst of Denver.

The justification for the Two Forks
dam is based on 1982 population projec-
tions prepared by the Denver Regional
Council of Governments. These projec-
tions have since been revised down-
ward, yet the DWB continues to use
the outdated figures. The Denver metro
area is already a bloated monstrosity
of air pollution, toxic wastes, and traffic
congestion. Now, the economy has finally
stalled, and we should welcome this res-
pite from the growth cancer. Instead,
our politicians and business leaders are
falling over each other in their attempts
to stimulate growth.

The most serious flaw in the Two
Forks proposal is the dismissal of con-
servation as a viable alternative. The
average per capita consumption of
water on the Eastern Slope is over 200
gallons per day — more than double
the national average of 90 gallons per
day. Most of this water goes to keeping
non-native grasses green throughout the
summer. Almost half the single-family
homes in the Denver area are not even
metered for water, so there is little
incentive to conserve. The practice 0
xeriscaping, using native plants that
require little or no watering, would
eliminate the need for the Two Forks
dam.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to the
Corps and ask to be put on their mailing
list for the Two Forks public hearings:
Rosemary Hargrave, Senior Project
Manager, Regulatory Branch, Corps
of Engineers, POB 5, Omaha, NE
68101-0005. If you live in Colorado, at-
tend the hearings in late summer and
early fall throughout the Denver area-.
Write letters to local newspapers and
the Corps. Tell them it would make
more sense to leave Two Forks alone
and flood Denver.

Michael Adams is a poet and environ-
mentalist who lives in Eldorado
Springs.



CONDOR CAUGHT

by Mark L Williams

. . . for the first time in 15,000 years,
the foothills of Southern California are
absent a faomiliar sight. (from Los
Angeles Times report on the capture
of the last wild California Condor)

I found it disorienting, vaguely akin
to working on a political campaign, re-
tiring for the evening with your candidate
in the lead on election night, then waking
the next day to find out he’d been assas-
sinated. The day before the last known
free California Condor in creation —
reductively dubbed “AC-9” by the
science boys — was hauled in after being
trapped by nets blasted from cannons
as he fed on a calf’s corpse, LAEF! had
staged a successful demonstration in
front of the LA Zoo. Culminating with
civil disobedience, our protest alerted
the public and the bird manipulators
that we will not stand quietly by as an
extinction unfolds before our eyes.

Originally, this article was simply to
be a recounting of the demo; instead. it
has become a eulogy for AC-9 and his
kind, their freedom, and the land they
inhabited.
done, taking on the multinationals, land
rapists, and NRA boneheads. Don’t
“alter” the condor — alter the forces
of unchecked anthropocentrism!

You look over the area of their last
stronghold and feel awful hollow . . .
(Audubon researcher and vulture-
snatcher Greg Sanders)

The loss of the last wild condor re-
verberated throughout a state that
knows the loss of wild things too well:

EF! LA “Free the Condor” demo at Los Angeles Zoo.

the Grizzly Bear, Gray Wolf, and Jaguar
have passed from California already.
The capture of AC-9 has called up a la-
tent, primal sadness among the regional
human populace. Even aforementioned
condornapper Bloom was aware of the
spiritual ramifications, when speaking
to the press about AC-9: “Who knows?
Maybe he (sensed) something was dif-
ferent, given the fact there were no
other condors around.”

Hours prior to writing these lines, I
received a call from a large newspaper
back east, interested in EF!s side of
the condor story. The concern and
emotion are still out there: It’s up to
us to not let it die, and to walk point
on habitat and related issues that the
mainstream groups won't fight yet. And
it’s up to us to ride the zoos’ asses,
making sure they get those condors
back out there.

AC-9 is part of the captive stock at
San Diego now. Although his mate
resides at LA, they didn’'t take him
there as she has begun courting rituals
with another male. Although condors
usually mate for life, certain things are
forgotten in captivity.

One last remark: the Chumash Indians,
original human settlers of condor country,
have a prophecy portending strange and
terrible things when the shadow of the
last condor is removed from the land.
Out here, there’s been a lot of loose talk
lately about what, exactly, constitutes
“earthquake weather.”

Mark Williams is a playwright and
EF'! leader in Los Angeles.

Paradise Lost?
EF! Hawai’i Accepts Challenge

by Paul Faulstich

We do not value

The hill of dollars of the government.

We are satisfied with the stones,

The wondrous food of the land.

—song protesting Hawaii’s annexation
to the US

Like all once unspoiled lands, the
Hawaiian Islands were once paradise.
Now, hundreds of thousands of tourists
come to Hawai’i every year to find
“paradise” at Waikiki, the Don Ho
Lounge, and tourist parks. Earth First!
Hawai’i has a different vision of
paradise, and we will fight to see its
realization.

The newly (dis)organized EF! HI is
a small but determined group. The
issues facing us are huge: Hawai’i has
the largest number of Endangered
plant and animal species of any state
in the US; a proposed geothermal plant
threatens an area sacred to native
Hawaiians; TBTs pollute the ocean, kill-
ing the reefs; a freeway is planned that
would cut through an undeveloped valley
on Oahu; acid rain threatens to raise
its ugly head here; and, of course, de-
velopment proceeds at an absurd rate.
Also, nuclear weapons abound on the
islands. The military is ubiquitous here.
The military presence is a threat to the
ecological integrity of the entire Pacific;
the Navy has dumped more than five
million gallons of radioactive waste into

Pearl Harbor, and continues to pollute
the waters with hazardous chemicals.

Driftnets — killers of marine mammals
and seabirds — will be a focal point of
EF'! Hawai’i. We will protest their use
through non-violent action. Yet our
fight is not just to protect the Pacific,
but all of this planet. EF!HI has joined
the international protests against
Burger King, and we have successfully
spread our word to the public and have
disturbed BK management.

EF!HI has begun to work with Green
Party and Greenpeace friends to bring
our deep ecological vision to the Pacific.
We need suggestions and appropriate
propaganda (anybody have a whale
costume?). So far we have found our
greatest support in the trade winds, the
gentle rains, and the Pacific swells. But
that’s enough, for our love of Earth will
carry us on. Let us finish where we
began, with a song — this one a hula
chant:

Upward there upward

The birds of the sky

Downward there downward

The flowers of the earth

Landward there landward

The forest of trees

Seaward there seaward

The fishes of the ocean

Sing the burden of the song:

How beautiful this universe!

Paul Faulstich is an anthropologist
and EF! Hawai’i contact.

‘Mouth of Russian River at Goat Rock Beach. Harbor Seals can be seen on beach

in middle of picture. Photo by Paul Hughes.

City Hall Sewage
in Santa Rosa

by Paul Hughes

Officials in Santa Rosa, California,
are considering a plan to pipe the city’s
sewage into the ocean. The resulting
controversy is becoming one of the most
bitter local environmental battles of re-
cent decades. Warnings of litigation,
civil disobedience, and monkeywrench-
ing have been publicly voiced. One
speaker at a recent public hearing
stated that there may be “guerrilla ac-
tion” against sewage pipeline construe-
tion in western Sonoma County and
asked: “Can you afford the security?”

In February the city issued its draft
Environmental Impact Report (EIR)
on sewage disposal options. The initial
public hearing was so tempestuous that
the city council walked out of the jam-
med chambers. Another. speaker noted,
“The EIR does not address the cost of
sabotage.”

A major concern of ocean dumping
opponents is preserving the extraordi-
nary cleanliness of Sonoma coast waters
and beaches. In her book An Island
Called California, Elna Bakker ranks
the Sonoma coast with the Cote d’Azur,
Norwegian fjords, and White Cliffs of
Dover for world-class scenic beauty.
The Sonoma coast offers miles of un-
spoiled beaches, Harbor Seal pupping
areas, migrating California Gray
Whales, and tidepools filled with
brightly colored starfishes, crabs, and
anemones. Two state laws and one fed-
eral designation — the Gulf of the Faral-
lones National Marine Sanctuary — cur-
rently protect portions of the county’s
coastal waters.

But Santa Rosa, the county’s largest
city, located 50 miles north of San Fran-
cisco, is considering a proposal to pump
as much as 51.4 million gallons of sewage
daily (by 2010) into the ocean 22 pipeline
miles to the west. In the last two years
the city twice illegally discharged sew-
age into the Russian River. Con-
sequently, the city found itself under a
state order to develop a long-term
wastewater treatment and disposal
plan. In response to the order, city of-
ficials commissioned, then certified, an
EIR that looks at four sewerage alter-
natives but rates ocean dumping (or
“outfall” in the sanitized jargon of its
supporters) highest.

Key players on one side of the contro-
versy are the small communities of
western Sonoma County, where folks
find a haven among redwoods, and the
Sonoma County Environmental De-

fense. On the other side is a Santa Rosa
City Council that critics say is control-
led by development interests and is bent
on promoting growth that will boost the
city’s population an additional 74% by

2010. Santa Rosa’s head count, now
108,000, grew 5.4% in 1986.

Some observers fear a sewage
pipeline to the sea would remove any
limitation on growth that otherwise
might have been presented by sewage
treatment capacity — a prospect they
say is not lost on developers or their
proxies in city politics. Others say city
sewage consultant CH2M Hill enjoys a
special relationship with city hall that
puts the firm in a choice position to re-
ceive the design contract if ocean dump-
ing is approved. CH2M has been respon-
sible for examining the sewerage alter-
natives under consideration.

Many are simply worried that ocean
dumping will neither put the effluent
out of mind nor out of sight. The Bodega
Marine Lab in Bodega Bay, which uses
the area for oceanographic study, con-
ducted an experiment in which apples
dumped at a proposed discharge point
all floated back to shore within eight
hours. Says marine biologist Joel
Hedgpeth: “All ocean (discharge) should
be far enough offshore that all that crud
won’t wash back on shore . . . that’s a
lot farther out than Santa Rosa thinks.”

The Russian River Chamber of Com-
merce, Sebastopol City Council, Fisher-
men’s Association of Bodega Bay,
Sonoma County Board of Supervisors
and nine conservation-related organiza-
tions have denounced the scheme.
Three organizations are poised to file
suit to force the city government to have
its EIR rewritten.

Many opponents of the plan are prom-
oting the Irrigation/Marsh/Bay (IMB)
alternative. IMB would increase use of
effluent for irrigation then empty the
remainder into a constructed 1500-acre
marsh on the shore of San Pablo Bay,
36 miles south. Excess marsh-cleansed
freshwater would be discharged into the
bay in winter months. Similar marshes
are now in use in Arcata and Martinez,
California.

With so much opposition, one might
wonder why city officials are continuing
their march to the sea. Richard Charter,
who has led the fight against offshore
oil leasing along the California coast and
is gearing up for the sewage fray, thinks
city officials are convinced ocean dump-
ing is the most expedient choice.

“The City of Santa Rosa is playing
a shell game with the public,” he said.
“(By certifying the EIR) they are trying
to mask their real intent, which is to
focus mainly on ocean outfall. They
know they’ve got a problem. That’s why
they’re keeping (ocean dumping) hidden
among the weeds. It's steering the
whole thing toward court.”

Paul Hughes is a freelance environ-
mental writer and coast lover.
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Mountain

Eight Arrested
Protesting

Mountain

by Michael Robinson

As aresult of the pressure Earth First!
and the Mountain Lion Coalition (a
mainstream group) have been exerting
throughout the hearings process, sev-
eral bills have been introduced into the
state legislature. Assemblyperson Tom
Bates’ bill (AB467) proposed to
reinstate the moratorium on trophy
hunting the Mountain Lion. That bill
drowned in the Water, Parks and Wild-
life Committee. Concurrently, Senator
Nicholas Petris introduced a bill
(SB1687), which Bates will co-sponsor
in the Assembly, that would ban the
use of dogs in the hunts. It was hoped
that allowing the hunt but not the
hounds would overcome the objections
of the powerful National Rifle Associa-
tion (NRA), whose members primarily
enjoy fiddling with their guns. How-
ever, the NRA has come out against
SB1687. Petris’ main barrier is Gover-
nor Deukmejian, who previously vetoed
a moratorium on the lion hunt. Since
most trophy hunters lose their sense of
smell when deprived of car emissions,
and effectively go blind in the absence
of right angles and concrete, Petris’ bill
would reduce lion mortality tremend-
ously. Unfortunately, those using dogs
in violation of the law would only incur
misdemeanor penalties, making it likely
that hunters would risk the fine to get
a lion. SB1687 should be amended to
make its violation a felony.

SB1687 passed the Senate Natural
Resources Committee and is destined
for the Appropriations Committee.
From there it goes to the Senate floor
for a vote. If it passes the Senate the
process must be repeated in the Assem-
bly. Again, problems will surface in the
Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee. It
is vital that members of that committee
receive - correspondence supporting
SB1687 (with the felony provision
added).

A third bill reflects the point many
Earth First!ers made in their testimony
before the California Commission of
Fish and Game in April, but that other
environmentalists seemed loath to
bring up — the hearings were a farce.
It was obvious throughout the proceed-
ings that: first, the commissioners’
minds were closed to the wishes of the
public; second, they lacked a basic scien-
tific understanding necessary to
evaluate the conflicting biological
claims of the Wildlife Division and the
real scientists; and third, they did not
even understand their own mandate. At
the end of the third hearing, after re-
ceiving testimony for three months, one
of the commissioners asked another
whether they were supposed to decide
on the basis of the scientific evidence
(i.e., Wildlife Division’s “science‘) or the
public’s desires. None of them knew, so
they asked the Department of Fish and
Game — the agency which first pro-
posed the hunt — for a legal opinion.

In response to this unprofes-
sionalism, Assemblyperson Robert
Campbell has introduced a bill (ACA44)
to make the Commission more represen-

tative of the public and better able to -

assess the science it reviews. ACA44
would amend the State Constitution to
mandate the inclusion in the Commis-
sion of a hunter; a fisher; a biologist
specializing wildlife, fisheries, or ecol-
ogy; an attorney specializing in resource
law; and a “member of the general pub-
lic with an interest in non-game
species.” This would go into effect in
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June, 1988, and would not curtail the
current commissioners’ six year terms.
Campbell introduced ACA44 prior to
the lion decision, but now ACA44 is tied
to the lion issue and has been highly
polarized as a result. It is supported
by environmentalists and is opposed by
such anti-lion groups as the Cattlemen’s
Association.

ACA44 would not affect this year’s
hunt, but if the lion can last a few more
bloody seasons, it might end the hunt
eventually. If ACA44 had passed a few
years ago, possibly the California Con-
dor would not now be extinet from the
wild. It has the potential, if not per-
verted, of guiding the State toward re-
latively wise land and wildlife policies.
We cannot afford to put all our time
and money into fighting species by
species for Earth’s integrity as the cur-
rent Commission is forcing us to do (see
you next year at hearing for the Tule
Elk, then the Desert Bighorn Sheep .

. 1) As an overarching piece of legisla-
tion, it is tremendously important.

Since the governor now appoints
people to the Commission solely based
on political criteria, and since four of
the five current commissioners - are
members of hunting groups, ACA44
would bring improvement. However, it
does not go far enough. Earth First!
proposes that the Commission of Fish
and Game become the Commission for
Wildlife Protection and include a wild-
life biologist, two representatives of en-
vironmental groups with over 15,000
members in the state, and two active
participants in a decentralized move-
ment whose primary concern is the pro-
tection of wilderness for its own sake.

ACA44 swam through the Water,
Parks & Wildlife Committee and next
goes to the Elections, Reapportion-
ment, and Constitutional Amendments
Committee, where it is in danger of
being elected, reapportioned and
amended to pervert its intended funec-
tion. Committee members will be under
pressure to either kill the bill, or
perhaps worse, to delete the most im-
portant addition to the Commission’s
membership, the person representing
non-game species.

If the EF'! alternative gains enough
support it could save the bill and
perhaps even strengthen it. If ACA44
gets through the Amendments Commit-
tee, it goes to Ways and Means, then
to the Assembly floor, and then through
a parallel process in the Senate.

Despite our success in bringing the
Commission’s disenfranchisement of the
public to the attention of the legisla-
ture, our action at F' & G headquarters
received little media coverage. The hall
we illegally blocked was blocked just as
effectively by reporters and TV crews
who actually outnumbered our entour-
age; but we were denied TV coverage
and got only one buried article in the
San Francisco Chronicle. This is not
for lack of media interest in the lion
issue — it received several front page
articles previously. What could we have
improved to reach a wider audience?

Part of the blame lies with the Miami
Herald, which had just scored the inves-
tigative journalism coup of the year
with their report on Gary Hart’s choice
of friends. That put a premium on all
coverage that night. Also, we were ar-
rested in the afternoon, after many
press deadlines had passed (perhaps
that’s why they warned us three times
to move — to waste time). However, I
think some of the reasons are deeper
and should make us reflect on how we
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May 4 demo at Califofnia"DFG headquarters Photo byvémhd lRickdrds.

hope to convey our messages at
demonstrations.

Earth First! is finally becoming well
known, especially in California. With
the welcome notoriety our colorful tac-
tics have won us, comes the difficult
privilege of articulating to a wider au-
dience our unfamiliar philosophy —
.deep ecology. The problem is that deep
ecology — our attitudes and beliefs —
is not news. Nor are misdemeanor ar-
rests and animal costumes news after
the “human interest” angle has worn
off. In our Sacramento protest we relied
too much on both. First, we reiterated
our Mountain Lion position (that lions
have an inherent and inalienable right
to exist, and that they cannot be concep-
tually severed from their habitat),
which many reporters had heard at the
hearings. Second, we assumed that the
civil disobedience and lion costumes
would still draw film footage as natur-
ally as oil draws Hodel. We were wrong
on both counts.

The “illegal assembly” and arrests
should have taken place within minutes
of the Commission’s decision, while the
media was present. We were even “of-
fered” the opportunity by Executive
Secretary Cribbs when we howled in
collective anguish after the decision. He
threatened to evict us from the au-
ditorium so that they could proceed
with their fatal agenda. Many of us
wanted to defy his order, but we had
not set up the elaborate social ap-
paratus so helpful in ensuring the sue-
cess of civil disobedience. So instead we
returned three weeks later in need of
a stronger explanation for our presence,
and without the commissioners sitting
and appearing so guilty and photogen-
ically flustered.

When we did return we should have
outlined for the press the future of our
lion campaign. As one of the main com-
batants in the Mountain Lion war, EF!’s
refusal to concede defeat after the Com-
mission’s supposedly final decision, is
newsworthy. Furthermore, our de-
mands should have been more sweeping
and substantive. Finally (and this lack
was due to my personal negligence) we
should have had a media sheet at the
demonstration outlining our main
points. These measures would have im-
proved coverage of the event, thus
broadcasting our message to a wider
audience.

Let me now expound on the future
of our campaign. We are trying to en-
courage a substantial portion of the 98%
of the pro-lion public to enter the lottery
and vie for the 190 permits F & G will
issue. If the fickle legislature votes
down every other protection, and if the
Jjudiciary spurns the lion too (the Moun-
tain Lion Coalition is filing suit), we
can still reduce the number of hunters
who win permits if we publicize quickly.
(Bay Area EF'! can provide information.
See Karen’s article this issue.)

Following that tactic, our actions will
become more individualized, limited
only by our imaginations. It is worth
noting that F' & G lists the names and
addresses of the permit winners. If Pet-
ris’ dog-banning bill fails, EF!ers might
plan to spread commerecially available
Mountain Lion scent (used to train
dogs) to confuse the hounds in areas

where hunts are planned. You might
wish to carry pepper in your pocket
when camping this fall (see Ecodefense,
Second Edition, p.298).

In any event, the lion’s requiem has
not been sung. Earth’s despoilers, be
they in DC or Sacramento, bleed oil and
think on circuit boards. The California
Mountain Lion’s final fight, if it comes
to that, will take place under the shame-
less northern Coast Redwoods, by the
ever-passionate ocean waves of Big Sur,
and on the Trinity Alps’ unyielding
slopes. Lion land. Earth First! land.
Where our presence can thwart any
technology used to locate or kill the si-
lent cats. We'll be there. The lion will
live!

WHAT YOU CAN DO: If you have
a California address, write letters to
your senator, assemblyperson and
Governor Deukmejian supporting Pet-
ris’ SB1687, banning dogs from the
hunt. Specify that violators should
incur felony — not misdemeanor —
penalties. If any of the following
Water, Parks & Wildlife Committee
members are your Assembly represen-
tatives, your letters to them are
VITAL: Chairperson Jim Costa
(Fresno), David Kelley (Hemet),
Robert Cambell (Richmond), Chris
Chandler (Yuba City), William
Filante (Green Brae), Harvey Triece
(Bakersfield), Dan Hauser (Arcadia),
Philip Isenberg (Sacramento), Bill
Jones (Fresno), Steve Peace (Chula
Vista), Sally Tanner (ElI Monte),
Norm Waters (Plymouth).

Write letters to your senator, as-
semblyperson and the governor in sup-
port of the Earth First! version of
ACA44 (see above). Ask that ACA44
mandate the immediate replacement
of the current Commission with the
reformed Commission. If any of the
following members of the Elections,
Reapportionment, & Constitutional
Amendments Committee is your as-
semblyperson, your letter now could
save species from extinction years
down the trail: Chairperson Peter
Chacon (L.A.), Vice Chairperson
Richard Mountjoy (Arcadia), Bill
Baker (Walnut Creek), Tom Bane
(Van Nuys), Dennis Brown (Long
Beach), Gary Condit (Modesto), Dave
Elder (Long Beach), Johan Klaehs
(San Leandro), Burt Margolin (L.A.),
John Lewis (Orange). Remember,
state representatives receive far less
correspondence than federal represen-
tatives do, and are forced to take note
when even 20 of their constituents feel
strongly about an issue.

Enter the Mountain Lion “Lottery
for Life!” If the hunt the goes
through, call F & G and ask them to
send you a list of lottery winners.

Contribute $$ to EF! Bay Area,
Davis, and Santa Cruz (or your local
EF! group working on the issue). If
you want your money to go toward
reimbursing needy permit purchasers,
specify so and send to Bay Area EF'!

Addresses: Governor Deukmejian,
State Capitol, Sacramento, CA 95814.
Legislators, same address.

Michael Robinson 1is a long-time
EF!er, and one of the eight arrested in
Sacramento.



Lion Hunt

by New Mexico Earth First!

Forty-eight Mountain Lions will be
killed in the next three years in a “pre-
ventative harvest” in unit 30 (Guadalupe
Mountains in southeastern NM) under
an order passed by the State Game
Commission on May 20. Former New
Mexico Cattle Grower’s President, Bob
Jones, has wasted little time since his
appointment to the Game Commission
in giving the ranchers what they want.

The Game Commission had gone on
a secret, closed trip to the Guadalupe
Mountains, where they met ranchers.
Bob Jones provided horses for the com-
missioners to ride. The ranchers had a
barbecue for them. Two weeks later, the
commissioners voted to pass the new
regulation. The Commission’s behavior
was a clear violation of the Open
Meetings Act.

The Commission approved this pro-
gram despite their own admission that
the preventative harvest would not
solve the predation problem. Lion kills
have been increased in the past few
years without a corresponding decrease
in predation. These kills, combined with
sport kills and illegal kills, will have a
serious impact on the lion population.

The latest news on this issue is bad. In
late May, New Mexico Attorney General
Hal Stratton rejected a state represen-
tative’s request — based on an alleged
violation of the Open Meetings Act —
to stay action by the Game Commission
on lion control.

Write to the Game Commission and
express outrage at their actions: Game
Commissioners Christine Digregorio,
Thomas Arvas, Bob Jones, Dick Allgood,
and Gerald Maestas (Chair), ¢/o NM
Dept of Game & Fish, State Capitol,
Santa Fe 87503.

Fight for
the Cougar

by Peter Bralver

In the latest action in Earth First!’s
Mountain Lion campaign, EF'lers
gathered from throughout California in
front of the building where a few weeks
before we had expressed our'sorrow and
rage at the decision of the Fish and Game
Omission to allow a trophy hunting kill
of 190 lions. We had formed strategy
on that solemn day in California’s capi-

-tal, Sacramento, that later led us to
trespass and unlawfully assemble in
Fish and Game Department domain.
This civil disobedience followed a dem-
onstration outside the building housing
the ignoble Fish and Game Apartment.
There, 30 people represented Califor-
nia’s 1000-4800 remaining Cougars —
animals so noble that DH Lawrence
wrote in “Lobo” of a trapped, dead
Mountain Lion that we might easily
spare a million or two humans and never
miss them, but the missing face of the
Mountain Lion was a great gap in the
world. (Collected Poems, Lawrence)

The drama of civil disobedience, for
which our safety was almost guaranteed
by the extreme unpopularity of Fish &
Game’s trophy hunting decision, meant
we would probably have no price to pay
beyond the insignificant discomfort of
wearing handcuffs for a couple hours.

Our main chant, both in front of the
Fish and Game building where we de-
monstrated and inside that building
where we civilly disobeyed, was: “You
can’t stop me, I'll fight for the Cougar

. until the day die,” to the tune of
“Fightin’ for the Union.”

Rufus Cohen made a 2:30 appoint-
ment with Harold Cribbs, executive
secretary of the Fish and Game Com-
mission. This was our strategy for the
demonstrators’ entry into the building.
Rufus presented the demands we articu-
lated to the media downstairs: 1. perma-
nent moratorium on trophy hunting of

lions in California; 2. habitat protection
replacing wildlife management; 3. re-
placement of the pro-hunting commis-
sioners by strong environmentalists.

We gathered on the 12th floor outside
the F & G offices, where Rufus was
rudely rebuffed in his audience with
Cribbs and none of the rest of us could
gain entrance. Eight of us, with Michael
Robinson and Sequoia wearing Cougar

EF'! Protests New
Mexico Lion Kill

by Rich

The Deep Ecology Medicine Show
ended its spring tour in Santa Fe on
May 31 in fine fashion, bringing Lone
Wolf Circles home to New Mexico and
bringing green fire to the eyes of an
emerging group of Earth Firstlers in
the Land of Enchantment.

Following the show, we held our second
action in two weeks, at the Headquarters
of NM Game & Fish, where 12 Earth
Firstlers exercised their right to be
heard on the issue of a recent increase
in planned Mountain Lion depredation
kills. Local stations and newspapers
were on hand as the group went into
the building howling and issued a state-
ment that emphatically put New Mexico
Earth First! between the rifle and the
lion. The group pounded on the doors
while cameras rolled, before a public
affairs spokesman was finally sent out
to take the heat. He agreed that wildlife
was taking a back seat to the livestock
lobby and the hooved locusts, but offered
his powerlessness as an excuse. All of
us felt the power of our action in our
hearts and offered that as our response.

Rich 1is Earth Firsts Santa Fe
contact.

suits, linked ourselves in a circle in the
hall and refused to move, despite warn-
ings to disperse or be arrested for
unlawful assembly. We quoted Albert
Schweitzer and Joe Streetverse until
the police removed us in handecuffs.
Split into groups of male and female,
we refused to be cited on the spot and
were removed to the police station. At
the station, having been photographed
by the media as we entered the arrest
vans, we chose to be cited instead of
jailed.

Each new act of civil disobedience in
defense of Earth joins us in a long and
distinguished ongoing march. Through
our political gesture there is forged a
stronger bond between the Cougar and
our Tribe. May the force of our CD fuel
a smoking comet of a monkeywrench in
the charnel house of the trophy hunters!

Mountain Lion
Campaign
Continues

by Karen Pickett

With the approval of a Cougar trophy
hunt (see Beltane issue) our campaign
has changed lanes and received wide-
spread public attention. Besides civil
disobedience in Sacramento as reported
in this issue, our plan to enter the lot-
tery for hunting permits and buy the
“lion’s share” of tags has received wide-
spread public and media attention and
support. Some environmentalists have
already taken the hunter safety training
course necessary to obtain a hunting
license, and many others are registering
now to enter the lottery by the July 7
deadline. California Earth Firstlers
should have received our lion lottery
fact sheet with instructions on the steps
involved. If you didn’t receive one, con-
tact us now! We've received pledges
from people to buy the $75 tags won
in the lottery by those intending to use
them in defense of the lions (i.e., not
use them). If you can help buy these
permits, please let us know! Also, all
EF'lers entering the lottery should tell
us they’ve entered so we can centrally
coordinate. Contact Bay Area EF!:
BAEF!, POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516.

Mogollon Rim Lions Protected

by Dan Dagget

At their April meeting, the Arizona
Game and Fish Commission made one
of the most momentous decisions in the
state’s predator management history.
For the first time, it banned the killing
of Mountain Lions over a large portion
of Arizona. The Commission voted
unanimously to create a pursuit only
season from January 1, 1988, to June
30 along virtually the entire Mogollon
Rim. During that time, hunters will be
able to track and tree lions with their
hounds but will be banned from killing
them.

A motion by commissioner Thomas
Woods would have closed the season en-
tirely, but failed on a tie vote that was
broken by Commission Chairman Fred
Baker. Linn Montgomery supported the
amendment. Frances Werner and Larry
Adams opposed it.

In giving her reasons for opposing
the closed season, Ms. Werner com-
plained that she had been “buried by
letters saying the mountain lion was in
danger of becoming extinct.” (Mountain
Lions Unlimited, an offshoot of the
Sierra Club’s Plateau Group in
Flagstaff, had sent out an appeal for
letters prior to the Commission meet-
ing.) Saying that such hysteria has
made it nearly impossible to kill lions
for research and now even threatens
sport hunting, she voted against the
closed season. (Yet, the Arizona Game
and Fish Department research branch
has never proposed killing lions to study
them.)

Prior to the Commission’s decision,
lions of all ages and sexes could be
hunted year round over the entire state
with the exception of National Parks
and one small area southeast of
Flagstaff. For most of the state’s his-
tory, hunters and ranchers were encour-
aged to kill lions. Until 1967, a $75
bounty was offered for any lion killed
in the state. After that, the cats were
listed as big game animals subject to
sport hunting, with hunting laws so lax
that lions were scarcely any better off
with their apparently enhanced status.
One of the areas where that new status
helped least was along the Mogollon
Rim.

Statistics submitted at the Commis-

sion meeting by the Game and Fish De-

partment Research Branch showed that
lion numbers have dropped significantly

along the rim in recent years. They also
showed that larger numbers of young
animals than usual are being taken by
hunters. “That indicates the population
is under severe stress,” Commissioner
Montgomery said.

Hunting pressure on lions is increas-
ing due to the growing popularity of
the sport among hunters from Phoenix,
according to Dave Brown, head of the
Game Branch of AGFD. However, the
main reason given for the drop in lion
numbers along the rim was the fact that
the animals are especially vulnerable to
hunters using hounds during months
when snow makes them easier to track
in the high country.

In another recent development that
may improve the lion’s status in
Arizona, the legislature approved an in-
crease in the amount that can be
charged for lion hunting tags, from the
current give-away of $1.50 to a
maximum of $10.75. Before the increase
becomes law, however, it must be appro-
ved by the Commission. Ms. Werner and
the other commissioners can expect to
be buried with letters again. Hopefully
this time they will all listen.

BULLETIN: Just when it looked like
the harried lions of Arizona’s Mogollon
Rim would get a break, the Animal
Damage Control Unit of the US Depart-
ment of Agriculture proposed a pro-
gram that would put them back under
the gun. The culprit is that old nemesis
of all things wild and beautiful, the cow.
Supposedly, lions have been wreaking
havoc with cows around Prescott. To
remedy that situation, Arizona state di-
rector of the US Agriculture Depart-
ment, David Juve, has proposed a pre-
dator control program which could frus-
trate the recent move by the Arizona
Game and Fish Department to limit the
number of lions killed along the rim.
According to an article in the Prescott
Courier, the project would cost $60,000
a year to remedy a livestock depreda-
tion problem that has reportedly cost
$30,000 a year since 1983.

It’s no surprise that such a move
comes at such a time from such an
agency. The Animal Damage Control
unit is an extermination agency. To stay
in business they have to manufacture
problems. They have no commitment to
wildlife other than to decimate it. You
can help stop this ill advised assault on
a magnificent animal by writing to the
Yavapai County Board of Supervisors
at 255 E Gurley St, Prescott, AZ 86301.

PLEA FOR MONEY

The Earth First! movement runs on
your financial support. We don’t need
as much as other groups since we are
grassroots, volunteer, decentralized
and have low overhead. Moreover, you
get to select where your hard-earned
money goes. Don’t send your contri-
butions to this newspaper, send them
directly to one of these hard working
groups:

*Earth First! Foundation, POB
50681, Tucson, AZ 85703

(contributions to the Foundation
are tax-deductible)

*Nomadic Action Group (Mike.
Roselle), POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516

*Colorado Earth First!, POB 1166,
Boulder, CO 80306

*Arizona Earth First!, POB 5871,
Tucson, AZ 85703

*Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, Uni-
versity Station, Austin, TX 78713

*Oregon Earth First!, POB 605,
Joseph, OR 97846

*Montana Earth First!, Box 6151,
Bozeman, MT 59715

*Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83,
Canyon, CA 94516

*Washington Earth First!, POB
95316, Seattle, WA 98145

*Santa Cruz Earth First!, POB 344,
Santa Cruz, CA 95061

*New Mexico Earth First!, c¢/o 3957
Westview, Las Cruces, NM 88005

*Siskiyou Earth First!, POB 212,
Williams, OR 97544

*Los Angeles Earth First!, 13110
Bloomfield St, Sherman Oaks, CA
91423
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San Diego EF'!
-~ Entertained in

Wilson’s Off ice

by Del Mar Man

On May 22, inhabitants of the California
desert (Owl, Desert Tortoise, Bighorn
Sheep, Banded Gecko, Cholla, Tarantula,
Coyote and their San Diego Earth First!
sympathizers) journeyed from their
rapidly shrinking habitat to discuss
with US Senator Pete Wilson (R-CA)
why he hasn’t supported Senator
Cranston’s (D-CA) California Desert
Protection Act, Senate bill S7.

Cranston’s bill, although considered
radical by those with shallow environ-
mental views, is really quite mild, as
it has no road closures or restrictions
on mining claims. Affecting only 10.5
million of the total 25 million acres of
the California Desert Conservation
Area, this compromise bill is far less
comprehensive than the 17.5 million
acre Earth First! California Desert
Wilderness Proposal. (See desert article
in this issue.)

We had written letters to Wilson ask-
ing his position on the bill, and had
received form letters stating that he
would not take a stand until the BLM
finished its study of the area — in 1991!
This tactic would allow four more years
of rape and scrape, drill and spill in our
habitat, thus decreasing the area eligible
for Wilderness designation.

May 22: We meet at the Federal build-
ing at 2:30 only to find that Wilson has
moved his office six blocks away. (Was
this an evasive maneuver? That sneak!)
As the reporter from the San Diego
Union approaches, Todd whispers: “Oh
shit! What are we going to do now?”
Reporter arrives. “What are you guys
planning to do?” EF'lers: “Umm, we're

going to march from here to Wilson’s |

office.” Yeah, that’s it, a march! So we
did. Along the way we sang a variation
of Bill Oliver’s “Habitat”:
Habitat, habitat, have to have
a habitat. ..
The Desert is a habitat,
a very special habitat
It’s where the Bighorn Sheep are at,
it’s where the Rattlesnake gets fat

. 7 N e AR i
San Diego EF! and desert friends outside Sen. Pete Wilson's office.

Photo by Del Mar Man.

If you don’t give the desert back
We'll make your RV tires go flat
(Pssht!)
The Desert is a habitat
that we depend on!

We reached Pete Wilson’s office only
to find that he was not in town. His
district director allowed the animals a
“visit” in her office. Lone Wolf Circles,
who had stayed in town for the action
after inspiring us with the Deep Ecology
Medicine Show, told her that Wilson
was wimping out by not taking a stand.
“Oh, please don’t say that he’s wimping

out. . . . He wants to see further studies
done by the professionals and then to
make wise case-by-case decisions.” The
animals presented a written overview
of the EF'! Proposal.

Pete Wilson probably has offices in
Sacramento, Los Angeles, San Francisco
and Washington, DC. Find out if there’s
an office near you where you can let
him know how essential big desert
wilderness is to the survival of its
inhabitants. For information, contact
the EFlers at 619-481-6784, or Rod at
602-776-1335.

Sierra Ski Ranch

by Bromo Bison

A massive development is being plan-
ned for the top of California’s Echo
Summit, near South Lake Tahoe. The
“Sierra Ski Ranch Expansion Project”
is gaining momentum, and it is time for
tree-huggers to write letters.

The proponents want 14 new ski lifts,
a 300-room hotel, 180-room lodge,
20,000 square-foot day lodge, condos,
gas stations, stores, roads, ete. In
short, this would be another huge scar
designed to attract Yuppies at the
expense of sub-alpine wilderness.

The Echo Summit corridor (Highway
50) is overdeveloped now, and the high-
way is already congested during the ski-
ing and gambling seasons. In addition
to traffic problems, there will be im-
pacts from sewage, smog, erosion, silta-
tion, ete. The project will impact nearby
Lake Tahoe, Desolation Wilderness,
Pacific Crest Trail, sensitive plant and
animal communities (including Spotted
Owl), and fisheries. Such an expansion
of facilities on Echo Summit could in-
hibit animal migration, causing isola-
tion of populations and thereby a loss
of genetic pooling between the east and
west sides of the Sierra Nevada.

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Write to
Bruce Walters, El Dorado County, 360
Fair Lane, Placerville, CA 95667. Tell
him: 1) you oppose the entire Sierra

%_LONGER LINE
%
©000-7000

MORE SKIERS

Grizzlies Get Break From ORVs

by Mudslide Slim

Moments before a court hearing
would determine if a temporary rest-
raining order would be issued against
the US.Forest Service (FS), FS Chief
Dale Robertson reinstated a closure to
off-road-vehicles (ORVs) for a portion
of the Swan Mountain Range in north-
west Montana in order to prevent the
case being heard in court. The chief’s
decision marks a victory for the Grizzly
Bear and conservationists who have
long fought for controls on ORVs in
Grizzly habitat.

Swan View Coalition and the National
Wildlife Federation filed suit in federal
district court on April 28 to require the
FS to reinstate an area closure to
motorized vehicles authorized by the
Flathead National Forest Supervisor to
protect Grizzly Bear use of critical
habitats in the Noisy Face area during
the spring Grizzly use period of April
1 to July 1. The Montana Trail Bike Rid-
ers Association filed an appeal of the
Supervisor’s closure decision and re-
quested it be stayed. The Regional
Forester issued a stay on April 13, hence
lifting the closure order and exposing
the Grizzly to displacement by ORVs
again.

Swan View Coalition and National
Wildlife Federation promptly filed ap-
peals of the Regional Forester’s stay
and demanded the F'S reinstate the clo-
sure by April 27 to avoid legal action.
The groups’ appeals cited numerous
studies of the Noisy Face which found
major reductions in the ability of the
Grizzly to use its spring habitats in the
area due to ORV and road uses.

Forest Service and US Fish and Wild-
life Service (FWS) tours of the area in
1984 indicated that “motorcycle use . .
. is undoubtedly precluding or greatly
reducing grizzly bear use.” These find-
ings were confirmed following mapping
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of the area’s road and ORYV trail system
by the Swan View Coalition and
analyses by the FS which indicated
road/trail densities of up to 6.6 miles
per square mile in Grizzly Bear Manage-
ment Situation 1 habitat where the
Flathead Forest Plan allows a maximum
of 1 mile per square mile. Yet the Forest
Service has failed to issue a single re-
striction on ORV use in the area since
it was first logged decades ago. Also,
the F'S has either allowed illegal motor-
cycle races or authorized races via spe-
cial use permits which allowed new
trails to be constructed.

Following Swan View’s administra-
tive appeal of the last motorcycle race
in the area in 1985, the F'S launched a
30 member public “task force” to study
the problems of recreation on the Noisy
Face. Keith Hammer, chairman of Swan

View Coalition, claims, “The Forest Ser-
vice effectively abandoned biology and
law for socio-political hype when it went
into the task force without grizzly bear
habitat component mapping, other es-
sential wildlife habitat mapping and
similar analysis tools.

Hammer feels that the F'S never seri-
ously intended to implement the Noisy
Face ORV closure, which effects 3700
acres of spring “biker habitat.” “By the
time the motorcycle club appealed the
closure order and the Regional Forester
granted their stay, there was yet to be
a single closure sign put up in the area.
Nor did the Forest Supervisor attempt
to justify his closure order to the Re-
gional Forester in any meaningful way.
It was readily apparent that the closure
order was signed to get the local F'S
people off the hook and that the Re-

Ski Ranch Expansion Project, 2) you
want to be informed of all future pub-
lic comment periods, and 3) to keep
your letter on file for the formal rec-
ord. And since they’re so concerned
about getting rich, clip the Hwy $50
bill below and send it with your letter.

gional Forester’s reversal was to place
environmentalists in the position of
being the ‘bad guys’ by going to court
to resecure the area.”

The spring 1987 area closure is in-
tended to be temporary, effective until
the F'S completes a final management
plan this summer. The District Ranger
has selected an alternative presented
by the local motorcycle club as his “pre-
ferred alternative” even though the
FWS finds fault with the alternative.
The Forest Service will soon issue a bio-
logical evaluation for the “preferred al-
ternative,” which will go to- the Fish
and Wildlife Service. It appears the F'S
doesn’t want to take the heat and is
transferring it to the FWS.

In their handling of the Noisy Face
resource problems the F'S has failed to
assume the strong conservation posture
mandated by the National Forest Man-
agement Act. As Hammer noted, “It
was the Fish and Wildlife Service and
the conservation movement which se-
cured the northern Swan Range as Situ-
ation 1 grizzly bear habitat during the
Forest Planning process and the F'S has
finally admitted to the repeated sight-
ings and signs of the grizzlies which oc-
cupy this area . . . It’s time they finally
owed up to managing the area for what
it is — some of the last and best oc-
cupied grizzly bear habitat in the lower
48 states.”

While attorneys for Swan View and
the Wildlife Federation met with the
motorcyclists’ and federal attorneys on
April 30, a telex message to Swan View
was wired from the Chief, reinstating
the closure order. Environmentalists
left the case pending in the event the
Forest Service should attempt to re-
verse their decision again prior to July
1. Meanwhile, the closure signs are up
and the Swan View Coalition is carefully
monitoring Forest Service enforcement
of the ORYV restrictions.

The Swan View Coalition needs your
JSinancial support to cover expenses of
this lawsuit. Please help them work to
save the Grizzly by sending contribu-
tions to: POB 1901, Kalispell, MT 59901.



Roadbuilders H

by Fred Swanson

Four Utah conservation groups have
temporarily halted a southern Utah
county’s attempt to “improve” the Burr
Trail, a scenic dirt road through the
Escalante canyon country. The Sierra
Club, National Parks and Conservation
Association, Wilderness Society, and
Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
brought suit in federal district court in
Salt Lake City last February to block
Garfield County’s planned expansion of
the Burr Trail into a paved tourist high-
way. On March 10, Judge Aldon Anderson
handed down a preliminary injunction
against the county, stopping the road
work until a final hearing is held in
August.

The groups went to court after the
Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
refused to assume responsibility for
reviewing the county’s plans for the
road, which is completely on federal

land. County officials want to turn the .

Burr Trail into a major tourist highway
linking Bryce Canyon National Park
with the resort complex at Bullfrog, on
the shore of “Lake Powell.” But the con-
servation groups say that the county
lacks a proper right-of-way on which to
widen the road.

While the BLM looked the other way,
Garfield’s contractor began moving
heavy equipment to a hidden staging
area near Boulder, at the western end of
the 66-mile-long road. Conservationists
immediately went to court, claiming
that the BLM must evaluate the county’s
right-of-way as well as review the project
for compliance with federal environ-
mental laws. The groups’ attorneys pre-
sented evidence that the project would
violate the Clean Water Act, Endangered
Species Act, BLM Organic Act, and
BLM wilderness study policies.

The Burr Trail traverses two BLM
Wilderness Study Areas and additional
lands proposed for Wilderness designa-
tion by the Utah Wilderness Coalition.
The trail bisects a million acres of red-
rock wildlands in the upper Escalante
country — which is why conservationists
oppose its upgrading. They fear that
paving of the road would open this re-
gion to extensive off-road-vehicle use,
large-seale coal, uranium, and tar-sand
exploitation, and additional resort de-
velopment at “Lake Powell.”

Garfield County obtained two million

Cameras
Hurt Bears

by The Great Bear Foundation

POB 2699, Missoula, MT 59806 (406-
721-3009)

The Great Bear Foundation says wild-
life photographers and Grizzly Bears
are both suffering the consequences of
excessive pursuit of closeups of the
Grizzly —— an Endangered species.
“People and bears have died because of
commercial pressure to publish
closeups,” GBF President Lance Olsen
says.

Last October, a photographer was
killed by a Grizzly in Yellowstone Na-
tional Park; and this April, another
photographer was killed by a Grizzly
in Glacier National Park. Both men saw
a bear at a distance and moved close
to photograph; but, Olsen says, “It’s a
mistake to heap all the blame on the
photographers . . . They are under pres-
sure to get a closeup because that’s the
photo they can sell . . . And the pub-
lishers are responding to public demand
for the close look at wildlife that closeup
photos provide, so the public has a hand
in perpetuating the problem; a whole
series of problems pop up because
closeups are so popular.”

Amateur photographers try to im-
itate the closeups they see in magazines
and books. This means more people
move close to Grizzlies. The bear that
killed the photographer in Yellowstone
was herself killed by park rangers.
While it is common to think of wildlife
photography as harmless, it can force
Grizzlies to leave a feeding site, and
even get them killed.

The problem can be at least partly
solved in the near future. Conscientious
editors can start using more panoramic

alted on Burr Trail ‘

4 stretches a 30—",‘00t-uﬁdé ruler across the Burr Trail to graphicall / demonstrate

the extent of Garfield County’s widening plans. Photo by Rodney Greeno.

dollars to begin preparing the Burr Trail
for paving from an obscure state fund
normally used to mitigate impacts from
energy projects. The money would have
been used to widen, straighten, realign,
and add drainage to the western part
of the road as far east as Capitol Reef
National Park. At a contractors’ tour
of the trail held early in February
(which environmentalists “crashed”),
Garfield County commissioner Del
Lefevre conceded that the project was
preparatory to eventual paving of the
entire road. In court, however, the
county’s attorneys argued that the proj-
ect was a mere “maintenance/upgrade”
to make the road safe for the public.

Twice during the trial, Southern
Utah Wilderness Alliance staff drove
the Burr Trail photographing county
road-survey stakes, to document the
extent of the roadbuilding plans. They
illustrated the proposed widening of the
road by stretching a 30-foot-wide banner
marked in one-foot increments across
the trail. Photographs placed in the
judge’s hands showed the improvised
yardstick extending far beyond the
current, road’s edge. The dramatization
proved effective.

Local officials have long wanted to
pave a road through the heart of the
Escalante region, linking Zion and
Bryce Canyon National Parks --- the

major tourist draws in southwestern
Utah — with Mesa Verde National
Park, the principal attraction in south-
west Colorado. A paved Burr Trail
would also speed visitors to the motor-
boat marina and resort at Bullfrog, on
the former Colorado River.

Utah conservationists argue that a
paved-road link between the ragien’s
major National Parks was completed
with the paving of the Boulder Moun-
tain road over the Aquarius Plateat: in
1985. But the Boulder Mountain route
leads tourists to the small Wayne
County communities of Torrey and
Hanksville. Conservationists suspect
that Garfield County officials would
rather boost business at Bullfrog -— in
Garfield County.

Conservationists maintain that the
Boulder Mountain road is a more logical
route for summertime visitors, winding
as it does through cool aspen forests
with stunning vistas over the canyons.
From these viewpoints, novelist Wallace
Stegner coined the phrase “the geo-
graphy of hope” during a 1955 visit.

Although never intended te he a
tourist route, the Burr Trail does invite
leisurely exploration. It invites the
traveler to get out of the car and explore
the dozen side canyons it crosses. But
Garfield officials seem to fear that this
kind of intimate experience fails to gen-

erate enough tourist dollars.

Conservationists have for three years
fought the paving of the Burr Trail.
First, they stopped a paving appropria-
tion in the Utah state legisiature. Then
they stopped a seven million doilar fed-
eral appropriation to gravel and pave
parts of the road.

The road cuts through narrow
sandstone canyons, in places spanning
as little as 12 feet in width. Where it
crests the Cirele Cliffs, the road opens
to a sweeping panorama of pinyon- and
juniper-covered benchlands. From the
crest of the Waterpocket Fold, in Capitol
Reef Park, the trail descends to the de-
sert mesas surrounding the southern
Henry Mountains.

Although Garfield County attempted
to show in the recent trial that the road
is unsafe, the Burr Trail is actually an
easy drive in most conditions for almost
any vehicle. Flash floods and prolonged
rainstorms render the road impassable
occasionally, but the traveler need only
keep a weather eye tc decide when a
trip should be postponed.

The Burr Trail trial will resume in
June and the final hearing will be in
Aungust. Only then will conservationists
know if the preliminary injunction
against the road work will be made
permanent. An appeal to a higher court
is possible regardiess of the outcome.

Even if conservationists prevail in
court, the threat of paving will remain,
A seven million dollar federal appropri-
ation for Burr Trail paving is still on
the books, waiting only for Congress
to authorize its release. Senator Jake
Garn, who attempted to pass an au-
therizing resolution last year over con-
servationists’ objections, may try again
during the current session of Congress.
And Garfield County officials may at-
tempt again to force an appropriation
from the Utah state legislature, despite
the state’s ongoing fiscal crisis.

Utah conservationists have vowed to
oppose Burr Trail paving in media
forums, before public agencies, and in
the courts. You can help Utah conser-
vationists by sending a contribution to
the Burr Trail Legal Defense Fund, 436
E Alameda Ave, SLC, UT 84111, The
fund, administered by the four groups
bringing suit, will be used to meet court
and research costs. The attorneys are
donating their time.

Based in Salt Lake City, Fred
Swanson is the Metro Representative of
the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance.

Mt. Graham Red Squirrel OK’d as Endangered

by Ursa Power

On May 27, Assistant Secretary of
the Interior William Horn signed the
proposal which officially added the Mt.
Graham Red Squirrel (Zwmiasciurus
hudsonicus grahamensis) to the En-
dangered Species list. This represented
a major step forward in the battle for
the preservation of Mt. Graham and will
hopefully assure the survival of the rare
squirrel which faces obliteration by the
University of Arizona’s proposed Mt.
Graham observatory.

Arizona Earth First! and other en-
vironmental groups who have been
fighting the astronomers’ cancerous de-
velopment plans for three years rejoiced
over news of the listing. In the two

shots where the Grizzly is shown at a
distance. Such photos are available. The
ethies, beauty, and educational value of
Grizzly photography can thereby be im-
proved while safety is increased. In
panoramic shots, the beauty of the land-
scape is added to that of the bear. Also,
showing the Grizzly in its habitat has
educational merit that a closeup can’t
duplicate.

GBF recommends a shift in em-
phasis, not an abolition of closeups.
GBF recommends that closeups be re-
cycled, so that previously published
ones are used again and again.

weeks preceding the deadline for a US
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) nod or
veto of the preposal, letters bombarded
Director Frank Dunkle’s office asking
why the listing had been delayed. Even
Washington lobbyists from mainstream
conservation groups pressured the En-
dangered Species office to move with-
out additional delay.

Had the listing package not been ap-
proved by FWS before the deadline,
several national groups were prepared
to go to court and use the Mt. Graham
Red Squirrel as a test case against
Dunkle’s pro-development delaying tac-
ties used in other proposed listings. For-
tunately, this was unnecessary, partly
because of support for the listing from
the FWS regional office in
Albuquerque.

The University of Arizona, which had
staunchly opposed Endangered status
for the squirrel, reversed themselves in
characteristic fashion immediately after
they learned the listing was approved.
Before a public announcement had been
made, the U of A prepared a news re-
lease which claimed they endorsed the
listing, but that it “in itself was not
enough.” They brashly asserted that
the squirrel needs them to develop a
“plan for habitat” which will ensure its
survival and still allow telescope de-
velopment! This laughable contradic-
tion was concocted by U of A vice pres-
ident for research Laurel Wilkening and
is in keeping with U of A’s absurd claims
that their mini-city will enhance the
rare spruce-fir forest atop Mt. Graham.

Pro-observatory leaders in Graham
County, in which Mt. Graham is
situated, are second only to the U of
A for mouthing absurdities on the issue.
Wrongly convinced the observatory
would benefit the area economically,
Board of Supervisors Chairman Ben

Smith pleaded with the US Forest Ser-
vice (F'S) to allow the astronomers 35
acres for development as this is not
much compared to “over a million acres
of marijuana growing in the National
Forests.” Ironicaily, 35 acres of
marijuana grown on Mt. Graham would
contribute much more to the local econ-
omy than would the observatory!

Environmentalists now await the
Coronado National Forest’s biological
assessment on the level of jeopardy to
the squirrel. Sources indicate that
chances of extinction with telescope de-
velopment will be higher than previ-
ously reported in the Draft EIS. Even
extinction probability with no develop-
ment is expected to jump to 30% in the
latest report. If this is not enough to
convince the Fish and Wildlife Service
to disallow any mitigation and the
Forest Service to deny any land alloca-
tion to the developers, then other tac-
tics may be necessary to stop the
project.

This spring, the temporary Steward
Observatory testing camp on High Peak
proved itself vulnerable even under sev-
eral feet of snow when an angry strike
force painted over telescope mirrors and
covered a trailer and other equipment
with “Save Mt. Graham” graffiti. “No
Scopes” and “U of A Go Home” slogans
have been painted, erased, and re-
painted on the highway as warnings to
the astronomers who continue to occupy
High Peak under the pretense of “site
testing,” when actually no data is being
collected.

Our patience is wearing thin. The U
of A must retreat from High Peak and
remove all traces of their presence.
They must prepare to accept defeat at
the hands of Earth Warriors if the paper
shufflers fail to execute their legal re-
spensibilities to stop this foul project.
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The Earth First! Directory

The Earth First! Directory lists the tact points for the international
Earth First! movement. It is divided into three sections: 1) National EF! offices
in the United States, and international contacts; 2) Active EF! Chapters or
Groups; and 3) Contact persons where there is as yet no active EF! group. If
you are interested in becoming active with the Earth First! movement, contact
the folks listed for your area.

Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal is an independent entity
within the international Earth First! movement, and is not the newsletter of the
Earth First! movement. It does, however, provide a forum for Earth Firstlers
around the world. This directory is provided as a service to independent EF!
groups. If you would like to be listed as a contact or as a group, please contact
Bob Kaspar (305 N. Sixth St., Madison, WI 53704 (608)241-9426). Please send
address changes or corrections to him also. If you do not have a phone number
listed, please send it to him. Bob acts as coordinator for local EF! groups for

the EF! movement.
NATIONAL EF!

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL
SUBSCRIPTIONS & TRINKETS
Earth First!

POB 5871

Tucson, AZ 85703

(602)622-1371

EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION
POB 50681
Tucson, AZ 85703

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION
Bay Area Earth First!

POB 83

Canyon, CA 94516
(415)376-7329

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE
Jasper Carlton

POB 2461

Gainesville, FL 32601

EF! BIODIVERSITY TASK FORCE
Jasper Carlton

POB 2461

Gainesville, FL 32601

PAW (PRESERVE APPALACHIAN
WILDERNESS

Jamie Sayen

RR I, POB 132-A

North Stratford, NH 03590
(603)636-2624

EF! NOMADIC ACTION GROUP
Mike Roselle

POB 83

Canyon, CA 34516

(415)376-7329

INTERNATIONAL
EF! GROUPS

AUSTRALIA

John Seed

Rainforest Information Centre
POB 368, Lismore

New South Wales 2480
Australia

JAPAN

Rick Davis

400 Yamanashi-ken, Kofu-shi
Saiwai-cho, 18-11

Kofu, Japan

(0552) 28-5386

MEXICO

J. Banks

Apto Postal

Box 381
Guaymas, Sonora
Mexico

SCOTLAND

Grant Collie

6 Mansfield Place
Edinburgh, EH3 6LE
Scotland

ENGLAND

Chris Laughton
c/o 57 Wood Lane
Greasby, Wirral,
L49 ZPU
England, 1513187
(051)606-0207

LOCAL GROUPS

ARIZONA EARTH FIRST!
Ned Powell

POB 5871

Tucson, AZ 85703
(602)622-1371

Flagstaff EF!
Mary Sojourner
OCSR #14
Flagstaff, AZ 86001
(602)774-8601

Prescott Earth First!
POB 25510

Prescott Valley, AZ 86312
(602)776-1335

Gristle
POB 1525
Prescott, AZ 86302

Phoenix EF'!

Vaugn Croteau
POB 5597
Scottsdale, AZ 85261

BRITISH COLUMBIA
Paul Watson

POB 48446

Vancouver, BC

V7X 1A2 CANADA
(604)688-SEAL

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST!
GROUPS

CHICO EARTH FIRST!
Michelle Miller

POB 5625

Chico, CA 95927
(916)345-4746

DAVIS EARTH FIRST!
Susie Rodriguez-Pastor
Jennifer Wachter

324 University Ave.
Davis, CA 95616
(916)756-8725/753-2568

EASTERN SIERRA EF!
Sally Miller

POB 22

Lee Vining, CA 93541
(619)647-6360

GRASS VALLEY EARTH FIRST!
Dakota Sid Clifford

15440 St. Hwy 174

Grass Valley, CA 95945
(916)273-7186

NORTHCOAST EF! GROUPS

Humboldt EF!
Greg King

POB 558

Redway, CA 95560

Northcoast EF!

POB 368

Bayside, CA 95524

Nina Williams (707)826-3551
Bill Devall (707)822-8136

Sonoma County EF!
¢/o Larry Hanson
8684 Trenton Rd.
Forestville, CA 95436

South Humboldt EF!
Darryl Cherney

c/o POB 397 Garberville, CA 95440

(707)923-2931/2913

Ukiah EARTH FIRST!
Betty & Gary Ball
POB 1415

Ukiah, CA 95482
(707)468-1660/468-1355

Willits EF!

Don Morris
POB 1551
Willits, CA 95490
(707)459-4715

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! GROUPS

East Bay

Karen Pickett

POB 83

Canyon, CA 94516
(415)376-7328/548-2220

Marin County
Tim Jeffries

22 Claus Circle
Fairfax, CA 94930
(415)456-7433

San Francisco

Jolie Velazquez

2237 Filbert St

San Francisco, CA 94123
(415)397-6880(W)

SAN DIEGO EARTH FIRST!
Claude Mathis

POB 311

Encinitas, CA 92024
(619)942-8069

SANTA BARBARA EF!
Larry Davidson

6609 Sabado Tarde #B
Isla Vista, CA 93117
(805)685-3836

Tom Dudley

POB 14124

Santa Barbara, CA 93107
(805)968-0128

961-4203 (W)

SANTA CRUZ EF!
Karen DeBraal

POB 344

Santa Cruz, CA 95061
(408)335-7768

STANISLAUS EARTH FIRST!

Bill Curless

POB 901

Oakdale, CA 95361
(209)258-8339

YOSEMITE EF!
Tom Skeele

POB 272

Yosemite, CA 95389
(209)372-4441

LOS ANGELES EARTH FIRST!

Peter Bralver

13110 Bloomfield St.
Sherman Oaks, CA 91423
(818)784-6176/905-0583

MONTEREY EF!

Rob & Kim Burton
505 11th St.

Pacific Grove, CA 93950
(408)372-2426

MORGAN HILL EF!
Rod Coronado

235 Kalana Ave.
Morgan Hill, CA 95037
(408)463-0488

COLORADO EARTH FIRST!
Eric Holle

1126 James Canyon Dr.
Boulder, CO 80302
(303)442-5518

Scott Sala

1141 Emerson
Denver, CO 80218
(303)831-6093

FLORIDA EARTH FIRST!
Reed & Myra Noss

6820 SW 78th St.
Gainesville, FL 32608
(904)372-6255

HAWAII EARTH FIRST!
Paul Faulstich

EWC Box 1265

1777 East-West Rd
Honolulu, HI 96848
(808)955-3108

NORTH IDAHO EARTH FIRST!

Georgie Sarvis

POB 422

Coeur d’ Alene, ID 83814
(208)667-4678

MAINE EARTH FIRST!
Gary Lawless

Gulf of Maine Books

61 Main St.

Brunswick, ME 64011
(207)729-5083
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MARYLAND EARTH FIRST!
Jeanine Garella

3103 White Hall Rd

White Hall, MD 21161
(301)692-2214

MASSACHUSETTS EF!
Waltzing Matilda

c/o Peace Pagoda

100 Cape Hill Road
Levitt, MA 01054

c/o Matilda

32 Chestnut Hill
Greenfield, MA 01301
(413)772-6441

Boston Area EF!
Ben Fir

121 Museum St. #2
Somerville, MA 02143

MIDWEST HEADWATERS EF!

Bob Kaspar

305 N. Sixth St.
Madison, WI 53704
(608)241-9426

Hank Bruse

KASTIF (short wave)

235 Travis Drive

Wisconsin Rapids, W1 54494
(715)423-5636

Northland Earth First!
Andrea Deveau

Rocco Altobelli
Northland College
Ashland, WI 54806

Steven & Landis Spickerman
3670 Darling Lane

Ike Walton Lake

Lac du Flambeau, WI 54538
(715)588-3413

Hal Lupinek

5014 N. Harding
Chicago, IL 60625
(312)341-0800 (day)

Elaine Vercruysse

105 Galdys

Fox River Grove, IL 60033
(312)639-8631

Paul Rechten
7405 Shields Rd.
Harvard, IL 60033
(815)943-4178

Chuck Varani

355 Bates

St. Paul, MN 55106
(612)771-7920

MONTANA EARTH FIRST!
Randall Restless

Box 6151

Bozeman, MT 59715
(406)587-3356

John Zelazny

POB 7153

Missoula, MT 59807
(406)549-0346

Rose Zechman
816 Cooley
Missoula, MT 59802

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST!

Steve Marlatt

c/o 3957 Westview

Las Cruces, NM 88005
(505)526-9380

Brad Lagorio

2405 Meadow Rd SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105
(505)873-0299

Ron Mitchell

POB 95

Embudo, NM 87531
(505)579-4305

Rich Ryan

456 Amado St.
Santa Fe, NM 87501
(505)984-1097

Kathy Chaney

504 S. Michigan
Roswell, NM 88201
(505)624-2856

NEW YORK CITY EF!
Matt Meyers

821 Carroll St.
Brooklyn, NY 11215
(718)789-3006

NORTH CAROLINA EF!

Ted Outwater & Chip Hughes
604 W. Chapel Hill St.
Durham, NC 27701
(919)682-3818

OHIO EARTH FIRST!
Jerry R. Welch

1150 McIntosh Ave.
Akron, OH 44314
(216)848-1979

Dev Weiss

8293 Chagrin Mills Rd
Novelty, OH 44072
(216)338-3589/338-5383

Ohio Valley EF!

Brian Hagemann

727 Dixmyth Apt. 502 West
Cincinnati, OH 45220
(513)961-3660

OREGON EARTH FIRST!
Ric Bailey

POB 605

Joseph, OR 97846
(503)432-1015

SISKIYOU EARTH FIRST!
POB 212

Williams, OR 97544

Bobcat (503)846-6055
Chant or Jeffree 899-1696

TEXAS EARTH FIRST!
Barbara Dugelby

POB 7292

University Station
Austin, TX 78713
(512)467-1404

Sedge Simons
4018 Turnberry
Houston, TX 77025

(713)669-0733

Leah Averett

551 Lois Circle
Grandburg, TX 76048
(817)599-0084

VERMONT EARTH FIRST!
Erik Sohlberg

RR1, Box 80-A

East Corinth, VT 05040
(802)439-6266

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST!
Robert F. Mueller

Rt. 1 Box 250

Staunton, VA 24401
(703)885-6983

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST!
George Draffan
POB 95316

PENNSYLVANIA
John McFarland

POB 179

Pt. Pleasant, PA 18950

David Hafer

¢/o Otzinachson Group
POB 65

Lewisburg, PA 17837
(717)523-3107

Antoinette Dwinga
842 Library Ave.
Carnegie, PA 15106
(412)279-8911

Mike Podgurski

945 Gordon St.
Allentown, PA 18102
(215)776-1353

TENNESSEE
Brian Lee Hickok
POB 202

Maryville, TN 37803
(615)856-6525

UTAH

Julien Puzey

June Fulmer

864 Roosevelt Ave.

Salt Lake City, UT 84105

Seattle, WA 98145

North Central WA EF'!
Mike Jakubal

POB 3566

Wenatchee, WA 98801

Shuksan EF!
David Helm

POB 1731
Ferndale, WA 98248

Okanogan Highlands EF!
POB 361
Republic, WA 99166

WEST VIRGINIA EF!
JR Spruce

Box 222-A, RR 1
Ridgeley, WV 26753
(304)738-2212

WYOMING EARTH FIRST!
Hiroshima Svendsen

Box 2166

Jackson, WY 83001
(307)733-4793

Vistara Parham

32 Redpoll Lane RR 3
Sheridan, WY 82801
(307)674-4795

LOCAL CONTACTS

ARKANSAS
NCWA

POB 189

Jasper, AR 72641

ALASKA

Michael Lewis

105 Cedar Beach Rd.
Sitka, AK 99855

DELAWARE/MARYLAND
Greg DeCowsky

POB 831 3

Newark, DE 19715-0831

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
Benjamin White

12213 Avery Rd

Fairfax, VA 22033
(703)264-1666

FLORIDA

Black Rhino Vegetarian Soc.

MaVynee O. Betsch
Rt 3, Box 292
American Beach, FL 32034

HAWAIIL

Sally L. Gribbin
POB 718

Honolulu, H1 96808

IOWA

Bruce Espe

RR 1, Box 54
Dexter, 1A 50070
(515)743-2798

KANSAS/MISSOURI
Linda Sandusky

514 Meadowbrook
Olathe, KS 66062
(913)829-4431

KENTUCKY

Al Fritsch

POB 298

Livingston, KY 40445

LOUISIANA

Stephen Duplantier
POB 512

Abita Springs, LA 70420

MARYLAND

Leonard J. Kerpelman
2403 W. Rogers
Baltimore, MD 21209
(301)367-8855

Roland Knapp

Rt 2, Box 433A
Frostburg, MD 21532
(301)689-5976

MICHIGAN

Stan VanVelsor

3173 Chelsea Circle
Ann Arbor, MI 48104

MISSOURI

Sue Skidmore

1364 S. Plaza
Springfield, MO 65804
(417)882-2947

Laurie Britz

1258 Whitehawk
O’Fallon, MO 63366
(314)281-3952

NEVADA
Karen Tanner
50 Berrum Pl.
Apt. B

Reno, NV 89509
(702)827-1518

Rick Foster

POB 4269

Incline Village, NV 89450
(702)831-1314 w
(916)581-7766 h

NEW HAMPSHIRE
Vicki-Lyn Burns
POB 5106

Dover, NH 03820
(603)692-5370

NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY
Debbie Malkin

c/o 47 Willow Lane

Tenafly, NJ 07670
(201)567-0528

NEW YORK

Van Howell/Marsha Slatkin
POB 2063

Sétduket, NY 11733
(516)862-9450

(801)484-7344

Special Events for

Earth Firstlers

*KALMIOPSIS CONCERT. At sun-
set on July 24, EF!er John Sirkis and
at least one other fine musician will
offer a free performance on behalf of
the Kalmiopsis area. The concert will
be at Oak Flat, outside Agness, OR,
on the north edge of the Kalmiopsis
Wilderness. On July 25 at noon, John
will offer a workshop on song-writing.

*GULF OF MAINE BIOREGIONAL
CONGRESS. Maine Earth First! is co-
sponsoring the first Gulf of Maine Bio-
regional Congress, August 27-30, at
Hidden Valley Camp in Montville,
Maine. (Hidden Valley is a 300-acre
camp on a lake.) The first two days will
be devoted to workshops and network-
ing. The third day, Saturday, will be the
first of two days of actual bioregional
congress, and also will feature a re-
gional Earth First! gathering in the
morning. The congress will attempt to
create a bioregional “platform,” work-
ing for the health of the region. Hope-
fully, this will reflect a strong Earth
First! viewpoint. The congress and
gathering will continue into Sunday.
There will be cultural eventsin the even-
ings, information booths, good food, and
plenty of time for informal talking,
swimming, etc. Registration money (or
donations) mow would help greatly.
Please tell us if you are coming: Gulf
of Maine, 61 Maine St., Brunswick, ME
04011 (729-5083). Send $65 for four days,
meals and lodging included; or $20 per
day. Please bring your own sleeping
bags, towels, ete. Please leave pets at
home. Tell us if you have special dietary
or physical needs, and if you'd be willing
to volunteer time for kitchen, childcare,
ete. — Gary Lawless

*EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK
FORCE BIKE-A-THON FOR THE
BEARS. The GBTF, in conjunction
with the Campaign for Yellowstone's
Bears, plans this event for August 26-
30. We will cycle from Grant Village in
Yellowstone to Fishing Bridge, on to
Park Headquarters at Mammoth, then
north through Paradise Valley to
Livingston and over Bozeman Pass to
Bozeman, MT. Demonstrations and
street theatre will occur at Grant, Fish-
ing Bridge, and Mammoth, and possibly
at Gallatin NF HQ in Bozeman. There
will be leaflets to hand out and a press
packet for the media. We’ll camp at
Bridge Bay, Indian Creek, and Pine
Creek in the Absaroka Range. This is
a good chance to tour Yellowstone, meet
Griz supporters and help assure the sur-
vival of the Great Bear. For more info:
Phil Knight, POB 6151, Bozeman, MT
59715 (406-587-3356).

*EFINY? The EF! Journal is now
available in New York City at the St.
Marks Bookshep. EF!lers in the NYC
area who wish to get organized should
call Joe Onion at 212-674-3725.

*EF! ONTARIO? Anyone in the
Toronto area that would like to help
gather an Ontario Canada Earth First!
group, contact Al Kahall, ¢/o 100 Russett
Ave, Toronto, Ont. M6H 3M3 Canada.

*RARTH WALK, June-Sept., 1987.
Pacific Cascade forest defenders will
walk to educate people to realize our
responsibility to develop attitudes in
keeping with our changing world. The
walk will focus on issues of the Pacific
Cascade Bioregion, from the Siskiyous
to the Kootenays. If interested in walk-
ing or local organizing, contact: (for OR)
Lisa Fredrikson, 824 SW 10th, Corvallis,
OR 97333 (503-754-9151); or (for WA &
BC) Todd Kelly, 616 N State St, Tacoma,
WA 98403 (206-627-6093). The walk is
scheduled to begin June 6 in the
Kalmiopsis Wilderness, and end Oct. 1
at Nanoose Bay, BC.

*RADIO FREE TURTLE ISLAND.
Those who take their environmentalism
without compromise will enjoy The
Environment Show in northwestern
California. Tune in KMUD (public



120 at Earth First!
Appalachian Rendezvous

by Martha Slover

“Unbelievable.” “Astonishing.” I kept
hearing these words at the First Annual
Central Appalachian Rendezvous. Held
along the Glady Fork in the Monongahela
National Forest in West Virginia, May
15-17, the Rendezvous was immensely
successful. On Saturday we counted 120
Earth Firstlers, from seven states and
the District of Columbia. States rep-
resented were Pennsylvania, Maryland,
Virginia, West Virginia, Kentucky,
Tennessee, Florida, and (hopefully

soon-to-be) New Columbia.

By dark on Friday, there were many
tents on both sides of Glady Fork.
Credit goes to Rendezvous organizer
Roland Knapp for getting us together
Saturday morning for workshops, despite

radio) at 91.1 FM every Saturday from
10:30 to noon. The show does interviews
and news clips, and wants yours. Mail
to The Environment Show, c¢/o EPIC,
Box 397, Garberville, CA 95440 (707-
923-2931).

*BUILDING THE GREEN MOVE-
MENT: A National Conference for a
New Politics; July 2-7, 1987; Hampshire
College, Amherst, MA. The Committees
of Correspondence have developed an
impressive agenda of panel discussions
and workshops which will feature most
of the best known Green leaders in the
US. If you can’t reach Arizona for the
RRR, consider attending this; or attend
parts of both. For registration informa-
tion, write: National Green Gathering
Working Group, c/o New England CoC,
POB 703, White River Junction, VT
05001.

*GREEN ALTERNATIVE FAIR;
Hampshire College; July 3-5. This Fair,
taking place in conjunction with the
Green Conference, seeks exhibitors.
Write: Greg Reynolds, Green Alternative
Fair, Oberg Rd, Colchester, CT 06415.

*MERRYMEET FESTIVAL; Sep.
4-7; Covenant, of the Goddess’ annual
festival for Wiccans and Pagans; San
Francisco area. Contact: MerryMeet
Festival, ¢/o Covenant of the Goddess,
Box 1226, Berkeley, CA 94704.

Editors’ notes

Art requests that no more poems be
submitted until 1988, so as to enable
him use the bounty he has in hand. He
does, however, need small graphics. We
in Tueson, too, feel compelled to warn
you writers that we receive far more
written material than we can print.
Thus we urge those of you who submit
writings to us to eschew surplusage in
your verbiage and be understanding if
we cannot print your article or if we
condense it.

We suggest that the priority letters
requested in this issue are those con-
cerning the following issues: Two Forks
Damn, Humboldt County old growth,
and Kalmiopsis.

late-night revelry. Bob Mueller started
the workshops with one on the Shenan-
doah Wilderness Proposal (Mabon 86).
This was followed by discussions on local
issues in and around our National
Forests. Other activities included
exploring the lush forest of central West
Virginia, hiking to a stand of virgin hem-
lock and Red Spruce, eating ramps —
a wild leek and local delicacy, and
campfires.

As a result of our discussions we
reached the following decisions:

*To develop an Eastern Earth First!
to meet the needs of the East based on
PAW (Preserve Appalachian Wilderness)
but including many non-wilderness
issues.

*To act in defense of our land; DC
EF'ers on May 18 successfully protested
at the Securities and Exchange Com-
mission on behalf of the redwoods
MAXXAM is clearcutting.

*To expand the Virginia newsletter
into a Central Appalachian newsletter
covering local concerns and actions. To
receive this newsletter, call or write an
EF'! contact in the Central Appalachian
area. The editor (me) is currently a
nomad.

*To hold another regional Rendezvous
in the fall.

Earth First! is rising in Appalachia!

Martha Slover is the editor of the
Central Appalachian EF! newsletter.
She is no longer an EF! contact due
to lack of a permanent address.

Colorado
Rendezvous

by Luke and Kathy

The Moabites had the easy ride to
the first annual Four Corners Rendez-
vous, sponsored (but of course not or-
ganized) by Colorado Earth First!. The
Dolores River Canyon is just over the
hill (the La Sal Mountains) from the city
of the brain-damaged uranium miners.
Colorado Front Rangers, New Mexicans,
and an Arizonan had long journeys to
spend Memorial Weekend on the edge
of the Colorado Plateau.

We camped on the edge of the BLM’s
Dolores River Canyon Wilderness
Study Area. The canyon winds down
between spectacular sandstone walls,
featuring lonely side valleys and rapids
which are popular with river rats. This
area is better known than the other
WSAs in the Resource Area, which have
not been recommended for Wilderness
by the agency.

The rendezvous site was chosen
partly because of a remarkable feature
of the industrial plutocracy which
greets visitors. A Bureau of Reclama-
tion experimental injection well is being
sunk on the river bank, treating hikers
to tortured metallic shrieks which re-
verberate against the cliffs. The project
is a result of a salinity control treaty
with Mexico to abate salt loading in the
Colorado. Brine which enters the river
from massive salt layers below the
Paradox Valley is to be pumped at tre-
mendous pressure into seams more than
14,000 feet underground. Successful re-
sults would lead to further such intru-
sion in the area.

A genial BLM river ranger informed
us that the drill rig was hung up at
10,000 feet and had lost equipment due
to unexpected movement in fluid layers
at that depth. Later, around our
campfire we howled encouragement for
Earth’s resistance to this obscene pen-
etration. In our sweat lodge we sum-
moned forth energy with which we hope
to join in our land’s resistance to the
dead-spirit-beings. Let us fight for a
wild Colorado Plateau!

Colorado Earth First! members are
now dispersing for wilderness battles
and sojourns. Late summer and fall
events will include weekly field trips to
our proposed new Wilderness Areas,
action against Two Forks dam, action
against the regressive Colorado legisla-
ture for its complicity with corporate
polluters, and the Campaign for Yellow-
stone’s Bears’ bike-a-thon in Yellowstone,

August 26-31.

JOHN SEED
ROAD SHOW

by Roger Featherstone

The Midwest John Seed Road Show
is soon to begin an extensive tour in
the Midwest and near West. It is too
early to know where in each city we
will be, so contact the number for
your area from the schedule below.
The show will feature the fantastic
Australian rainforest movie “Earth
First!,” which John Seed co-produced.
John will do a deep ecology rave in-
cluding poems and music. His son and
another youngster will also perform
music. Mike Roselle and Barbara
Dugelby will talk about rainforest
destruction closer to this continent
and will discuss the Burger King con-
nection. Roger Featherstone will be
MC and road manager. Cecilia Ostrow
will join the show starting in Al-
buquerque. Other notable people may
be part of the show, so check with your
nearest show contact. Admission prices
will be $2 for most shows. By the time
you read this, we will have toured the
Northwest. The following is our tenta-
tive schedule of shows and contacts:
*July 15; Albuquerque; Dan Moore,

1416D Vassar NE, Alb., NM 87106
(505-265-7990). Show will be in

Anthropology Bldg, Rm 108, U of
NM, 7:30 PM.

*July 16; Boulder; Roz McClellan, U
of CO, Campus Box 207, Boulder, CO
80309 (303-492-8309). Show will be in
Duane Physics Bldg G020, U of CO,
7:30.

*July 19; Minneapolis; Chuck Varani,
355 Bates, St. Paul, MN 55106 (612-
771-7920)

*July 20; LaCrosse, WI; Ken Maly,
Rt.4 Box 138, Winona MN 55987 (507-
643-6223). Show will be in Cartwright
Center, Rm 337, UW campus, 7:30.

*July 21; Steven’s Point; Hank Bruse,
235 Travis Dr, Wisconsin Rapids, WI
54494 (715-423-5636). Show will be on
UW Stevens Point campus.

*July 22; Madison; Bob Kaspar, 305
N Sixth St, Madison, WI 53704 (608-
241-9426). Show will be at State
Historical Society Auditorium, 816
State St, 6:30. :

*July 23; Milwaukee; Prashant Nayak,
6448 N Shasta, Milwaukee, WI 53209
(414-464-8594). Show will be in UW
Milwaukee Student Union.

*July 24; Chicago; Rich Huttle, 21 W
020 Woodview Dr, Itasca, IL 60143
(312-250-0517). Show will be in
Chicago Academy of Sciences, 2001
N Clark St, 8PM; $3.

*July 26; Springfield; Sue Skidmore,
1364 S Plaza, Springfield, MO 65804
(417-882-2947). Show will be in Tem-
ple Hall Auditorium II, Southwest
MO State U, 901 S National; 7:30.

*July 28; Houston; Barb Dugelby,
POB 7292, University Station, Austin,

-TX 78713 (512-467-1404)

*July 29; Austin; Barb Dugelby

*July 31; Tucson; Ned Powell, POB
5871, Tucson, AZ 85703 (602-622-1371)

John Seed.
Photo by Angela Genino.

Council of
All Beings

by John Seed

A Council of All Beings was held for
three days and nights over the summer
solstice by the Evans River in northern
New South Wales, Australia. Twenty-five
adults and 12 children participated in a
series of rituals aimed at creating em-
pathy with non-human nature, realizing
our kinship with all life, and reducing
the sense of isolation that modern
humans feel.

As long as we feel ourselves to be
separate egos, our actions on behalf of
nature, stemming from a sense of al-
truism or moral duty, lack power and
conviction. Once we realize the illusor-
iness of that separation, when our “self”
deepens and we realise that nature is
no other than our innermost being, then
our actions in defense of nature take
on the urgency and authenticity of self-
defense.

Professor Arne Naess, the Norwegian
philosopher who coined the term “deep
ecology,” recently pointed out: “Altruism
implies that ego sacrifices its interests
in favour of the other, the alter. The
motivation is primarily that of duty: it
is said that we ought to love others as
strongly as we love ourself.

“It is unfortunately very limited what
mankind is capable to love from mere
duty or, more generally, from moral
exhortation... Unhappily, the extensive
moralising within environmentalism has
given the public the false impression
that we primarily ask them to sacrifice
to show more responsibility, more con-
cern, better morals. As I see it we need
the immeasurable variety of sources of
Jjoy opened through increased sensitivity
towards the richness and diversity of
life. . .

“Part of the joy stems from the con-
sciousness of our intimate relation to
something bigger than our ego, some-
thing which has endured for millions of
years. . . . How is this to be brought
about? It is more a question of commu-
nity therapy than community science:
healing our relations to a widest com-
munity, that of all living beings.”

The Council of All Beings and other
rituals being developed by the Rain-
forest Information Centre are an attempt
to answer this question. The Council of
All Beings originated from discussions
between Dr. Joanna Macy and the author
on the need for a synthesis between deep
ecology on the one hand and despair
and empowerment work on the other.

Each participant spends time alone
in the bush seeking a vision of an ani-
mal, plant, river, mountain, ecosystem
or other natural entity to give voice to
at the Council meetings. Then we con-
struct masks to represent our totem.
Exercises and guided meditations help
us shed our exclusively human
identification.

The central ritual is based on Dr.
Macy’s despair ritual. The assembled
Beings wail and sob out about what is
happening to our planet. Many partic-
ipants report that increased clarity,
empathy and commitment follow their
involvement.

Anyone wishing to participate in a
Council of All Beings, or to convene
such a workshop in their area, is invited
to write to the Rainforest Information
Centre, Box 368, Lismore 2480, NSW,
Australia.

John Seed coordinates the Rainforest
Information Centre and EF'! Australia.
He is presently part of an EF! roadshow
touring the Midwest, and will attend
the RRR, where we hope he and Joanna
Macy will lead a Council.
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International
SAVE THE

Tropical Timber

by FOE - UK

A Friends of the Earth International/

World Wildlife Fund report, “A Hard
‘Wood Story: Europe’s Involvement in
the Tropical Timber Trade,” published
16th March, calls for immediate action
by the European tropical timber trade
and member states of the European
Economic Community to change dis-
criminatory trade and aid policies which
encourage the destruction of tropical
moist forests. FOE organisations
throughout Europe — particularly in
the UK, Italy, France, Holland and Bel-
gium — will launch a consumer and
political lobbying campaign to imple-
ment the recommendations of the
report.

The report shows that: 1) European
demand for tropical timber for indus-
trial and domestic purposes, 2) EEC
tariffs on tropical hardwood imports,
and 3) the activities of European log-
ging companies all contribute to the de-
struction of tropical forests in West Af-
rica and Southeast Asia — the two re-
gions most badly affected [by European
and Japanese imports]. The report also
shows what can be done by European
governments, timber traders and con-
sumers to support the sustainable man-
agement and protection of these
forests.

“A Hard Wood Story” provides clear
evidence that:

*Commercial logging is the second most
important cause of tropical deforesta-
tion, causing the loss of 5 million hec-
tares (12.5 million acres) annually.
*Europe uses 40% of the global trade
in tropical hardwoods by volume, and
is the second largest consumer in the
world (ranking close to Japan's 48%).
*The forests of 4 of the EEC’s 5 main
suppliers of tropical hardwoods
(Malaysia, the Philippines, the Ivory
Coast and Gabon) are classified by the
World Bank as being in a “critical” con-
dition due to commercial loggers.
*For every 10 trees logged only 1 is
replanted.

*Britain is the largest consumer of trop-
ical hardwood products in the EEC.
*Most European tropical timber im-
ports are used for building and joinery,
plywoods, furniture, and packaging. In
1984, Britain imported 1.42 million
doors from tropical countries.
*Although much wood is used domesti-
cally by tropical countries, the EEC and
Japan exert a disproportionate influ-
ence over the management of tropical
forests through their economic policies
and the activities of their logging and
processing companies. Europe’s main
impact is on West African forests, where
French, German and Dutch companies
are heavily involved.

The European Commission recently
accepted that a Code of Conduct for
timber traders and active support for
the International Tropical Timber Or-
ganisation (ITTO) are essential first
steps, both long held objectives of the
FOE Tropical Forest Campaign.

Recommendations for European gov-
ernments and the timber trade include:
*Implement a Code of Conduct and
licensing system, to ensure that all trop-
ical timber imports originate from
ecologiezlly sound concessions.

*List tree species endangered by com-
mercial logging (e.g. certain types of
mahogany) under the Convention on In-
ternational Trade in Endangered
Species to regulate and if necessary pro-
hibit trade.

*Create a Tropical Forest Fund for re-
generation in degraded forest areas; for
demarcating and protecting threatened
forests of high biological importance;
and for developing sustainable timber
operations. Governments, the timber
industry and development aid institu-
tions in Europe and the North would
be the main contributors.

*Help develop the environmental provi-
sions of the ITTO and Lome
Conventions.
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- PENAN

by John Seed

Madelaine Dunphy’s article in World
Rainforest Report #9 (in Beltane 87
EF!) described the struggle for life of
the Penan tribe of Sarawak on the island
of Borneo. The Penan are the last viable
nomadic hunter-gatherers in Southeast
Asia. They are fighting desperately for
their forests and culture and their very
lives.

For the last two months, several
hundred Penan have been blockading the
logging operations that threaten the last
of their forests. Due to the unprecedented
international public attention to the issue,
there have as yet been no repressive
reprisals from the government.

However, there are hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars at stake. Malaysia is the
largest exporter of tropical timbers in
the world. The corrupt state govern-
ment hands out logging concessions to
politicians and their wives, and the tra-
ditional owners are not even consulted.
The first the Penan know of what’s hap-
pening is when they hear the ‘dozers.

“The blockades are made in the form
of human barricades which comprise
men, women and children and also by
wooden barricades by putting up fence
and or logs across the roads.” (Sahabat
Alam Malaysia)

The Rainforest Information Centre
has sent hundreds of petitions to Malay-
sian authorities and, as a result of this
and letters from around the world, pre-
sently in Sarawak the Penan are gener-
ally seen as having the right to blockade
despite the illegality of this action. This
blockade must succeed! Send letters
and petitions — opposing logging in
uncut Malaysian rainforest and more
specifically in the Penan’s territory in
the Limbang and Baram Districts —
to the following: 1. Yang Amat Berhor-
mat Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
Mohamad, Prime Minister, Prime
Minister’s Dept., Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia. 2. Yang Amat Berhormat
Datuk Patringgi, Haji Abdul Taib
Mahmud, Chief Minister of Sarawak,
Petra Jaya, Kuching. 3. Yang Berhormat
Datuk Amar Baji Bukjan Nor, State
Secretary, Petra Jaya, Kuching. Send
copies of your letters and petitions to
newspapers and news agencies and to:
Sahabat Alam Malaysia, Indigenous
Peoples Network, POB 216, Marudi,
98050 Baram, 4th Division, Sarawak,
Malaysia. A half-ounce letter airmail
costs 44 cents.

We have been collecting money in
Australia and sending it via travelers
to the Penan and to Bruno Manser (the
refugee artist who is seeking to bring
world attention to the plight of the
Penan). Concerned persons may send
money to the Penan via Rainforest Infor-
mation Centre (address in Directory). We
have also started a film on the issue and
our crew was able to enter the country,
film the Penan, interview Manser (after
a five-day journey to reach him in the
heart of the jungle) and get out safely.
We are looking for people to invest in
the film to help us complete it.

EARTH FIRST'

*Change restrictive quota and tariff
regulations to encourage the import of
higher-value processed timber prod-
ucts; a first step would be to ban log
imports.

For more information, contact:
Charles Secrett, Friends of the Earth,
377 City Rd, London, EC1 England.

Penan warriors. Photo by Andy Frome.

Earth First!
Scotland

by Grant Collie

After several months of making the
name of Earth First! known in Scotland,
we organised a major Anti-Nuclear
Rally in Edinburgh for 25th April to
commemorate the anniversary of the
Chernobyl disaster. With the Scottish
Green Party and Faslane Peace Camp,
we arranged a series of speakers and
local bands. The amazing hot sun led
to a crowd of over 4000 attending the
event. Speakers covered nuclear issues
— from Namibian uranium mining,
through processing, to the final uses in
power stations and warheads.

The crowd, after listening to the
speakers, turned the Rally into a mas-
sive party, with five bands giving their
all. One of the bands, Swamptrash,
ended the rally and led a tour of Edin-
burgh’s ale houses, carrying the mes-
sage from the rally — NUCLEAR
POWER AND WEAPONRY ARE
NOT WANTED IN SCOTLAND!

Since the Rally, two sites in the Lot-
hian area have been suggested as pros-
pective dump sites for low and inter-
mediate radioactive waste. One is the
Isle of May in the Firth of Forth. This
small island is a Nature Reserve, man-
aged by the Nature Conservancy Coun-
cil (the Government’s conservation
“watchdog”), which is internationally
renowned for its breeding colonies of
Gannets and Puffins. Through four
“safe” Conservative seats in England,
the local populace managed, against all
odds, to stop their areas becoming
dump sites. The result of their courage-
ous stand is that areas all over Scotland
will become “favourites” for dump sites.
Many areas in the Highlands and Is-
lands are threatened by the nuclear in-
dustry’s inability to deal with the mons-
ter it has created.

Gmnt Collie is Earth First’s contact
and leader in Scotland.

New Zealand
Trashes Beech
Forests
by the Southern Cross

Thanks to our Labour government,
most people know that New Zealand is
“Nuclear Weapon Free.” While it may
seem to you like a turning point in a
government’s attitude toward the global
environment, it seems to one living in
Aotearoa like political shadow boxing to
catch votes for another three years.
Apart from the indifferent reaction of
the Labour government toward estab-
lishment of an irradiation facility using
cobalt 60 from a Canadian nuclear
power plant, and the “secret” agree-
ment to keep the American supply base
for MeMurdo sound in Christchurch, we
face a renewed drive to destroy our vir-
gin rainforest.

It’s called the beech management
scheme. The native forest in those areas
allocated for management is predomin-
antly hardbeech. The newly created de-
partment of conservation is condemning
70,000-80,000 hectares of beech. Man-
agement has never been successtul for
hardbeech due to unpredictable seed
shedding characteristics, slow growth
and therefore long rotation periods.
Even trial plots with more regular seed-
ers and faster growing varieties like red
or silver beech have proven unsuccess-
ful. For once we agree with the New
Zealand Freddies — who have expres-
sed doubt about the economic viability
of the scheme!

Any logging of the beech will lead to
the destruction of those ecosystems,
and later to disastrous floods — New
Zealand receives 120 inches of rain
annually! New Zealand native virgin
forest is chipped (not turned into high
quality lumber, a process which does
at least create jobs), sent to Japan,
turned into paper, and finally buried in
one of Tokyo’s dumps. Ten years of em-
ployment for 250 people will destroy
forest which could earn more money and
create more jobs as a wilderness area
for eternity.

So come “down under” and spend the
summer in Aotearoa helping us save
“the land under the white cloud” from
industrialization!



Driftnet Destruction ih the North Pacific

by Scott Trimingham

One of the most significant marine
ecological disasters of our time is hap-
pening now in the North Pacific. Every
summer, nearly 1700 fishing boats (most
Japanese, some Taiwanese and Korean)
each lay down at least one monofilament
plastic driftnet per day and retrieve it
the following day. The nets are 9 to 30
miles long and about 30 feet deep. The
US government estimates that the fleet
sets 21,000 miles of net per day —nearly
enough to circle the globe.

The driftnets are used to catch salmon,
squid, and billfish, but they catch much
more. They catch anything that comes
in contact with the nets, including sea
birds attracted to the fish struggling in
the nets. One million sea birds are
drowned in the nets each year as well
as 50,000 Dall’s Porpoises and 50,000
Northern Fur Seals. Mortality due to
entanglement is suspected of being the
chief cause of the continuing decline of
the Fur Seal population. At the present
rate of decline, the current population
would be reduced by 50% within the
next decade. Many believe that even
these estimates are low.

Eighteen of the 21 species of birds
being killed in the driftnets are covered
by an agreement between the US and
Japan, the Convention for the Protec-
tion of Migratory Birds in Danger of
Extinction and Their Environment.
The Japanese are clearly violating this
agreement.

The entangled Walrus, whales, seals,
and birds are all considered an “inciden-
tal kill” and are discarded by the fisher-
men. In addition, many fish are caught
and killed in the nets only to fall out
and sink to the bottom. Although
driftnet fishing is a relatively inexpen-
sive way to fish, it is also extremely
wasteful. It is so destructive that Japan
has outlawed it in its own waters.

Lost or discarded driftnets are called
“ghost nets.” The US Committee on
Commerce, Science and Transportation
estimates that 600 miles of net are left

to float in the North Pacific each year.
US government personnel in surveil-
lance aircraft have observed the aban-
donment of entire driftnets by fleeing
vessels that had been fishing illegally
in restricted waters. The nets, with
floats and weights intact but identifying
markers and radio beacons removed,
are left to fish relentlessly.

Canada recently announced that they
secretly tested driftnet fishing in wat-
ers off British Columbia last year. Dur-
ing the experiment, using only three
vessels, they caught six whales, 33
Dall’s Porpoises, 412 sea birds, 32,338
Blue Sharks, 978 Salmon Sharks and
19,253 Pomfret (a large blunt headed
fish). These were all considered an “in-
cidental kill.”

Something must be done to halt this
destruction. Senate Bill 2611, which
would have required monitoring of the
effects of the nets and provided protec-
tive measures, was recently defeated.
Another bill similar to SB2611 is now
being put up for a vote. We at Sea
Shepherd have announced our intentions
to protest the use of the nets this year
at the site of the killing. We will rescue
any animals still alive by pulling up the

nets, and document evidence of the de-
struction for presentation to Congress.
The North Pacific ecosystem cannot
sustain these devastating nets.

Gray Whale entangled in net. Photo by Bob Talbot.

Scott Trimaingham is a leader of Sea

Shepherd Conservation Society in
California.

Tucson
Demonstrates

for Rainforest

by Millipede

On May 12 at noon, 40 impassioned
Earth First!ers and People for the Ethi-
cal Treatment of Animals (PETA) de-
monstrated at one of Tucson’s busiest
Burger Kings. We chanted, displayed a
mural, passed out flyers, and waved
aloft a four-foot-wide paper-mache ham-
burger filled with foliage and (stuffed)
rainforest critters. Costumes were out
in force: trees, a toucan, gorilla, frog,
fly, and butterfly.

We gained the attention of many pass-
ersby — and the manager, who im-
mediately called the police. Two Greek-
geek UA students heckled us, but
couldn’t match our passion. (I awoke the
next morning with no voice.) We ap-
peared on the news programs of two
stations that evening; and the next
morning the Food section of the
Arizona Daily Star showed an irate
gorilla holding a sign showing a parrot
and the words POLLY WANTS A
HABITAT.

The mural is one we made for the
World Bank protest last September.
Painted by Gena Trott (with the help
of Helen Wilson, Roger Featherstone,
and myself), it shows a rainforest on
one side, wasteland on the other, and
in the middle, a giant snake facing a
bulldozer. ’

Not having organized a demo before,
I appreciated the advice of Ned Powell
and the help of an EF! sympathizer
from PETA who had been ordered by
a court (in punishment for her arrest
along with 16 other PETA women for
their CD action on World Lab Animal
Day) to do community service for a non-
profit organization — which the EF'!
Foundation is.

Millipede is a Tucson artist, who led
and dramatized owr protest with shouts
heard round the block and by creating
the heaviest hamburger ever hoisted by
Ed Abbey.
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OYCO

RDER
NG

7
. N

e
o
O

~N

A\;\/
T ¥

Whopper Stopper
Month Strikes
Again —and
Continues . . .

by Karen Pickett

The article in the Beltane issue and
letters sent by Bay Area Earth First!
brought enthusiastic responses from
EF!ers throughout the US and beyond.
We know of Whopper Stopper month
demos in several states, and Burger
King headquarters has heard via letters
from many people opposed to rainforest
destruction. The flood of letters is being
aided by the Rainforest Action Network’s
recent mailing with posteards included.
This round of BK demonstrations is
gaining good media coverage, and along
with the letters is keeping BK on its
toes. Indeed, a spokesperson for the
Burger King Corporation told the press
that the company has formed a task
force to study the relationship between
beef imported from Central America
and the clearing of tropical rainforests
there. (BK uses 335 million pounds of
beef annually at over 5000 outlets in 29
countries.) In your letters to BK head-
quarters, ask about this “study” and
ask to be informed (as an interested
consumer) of its conclusions.

If you participated in Whopper Stop-
per month in any way, please let Bay
Area EF! know. We will report on the
demos in the next issue. (See story on
Arizona EF! demo, this issue.) Send
reports of activities and plans, and
feedback, and pictures to BAEF!

If you can contribute to our Burger
King boycott, contact us. We can send
you a petition and rainforest beef con-
nection fact sheet, and other materials.
Distribute this petition wherever you
can! We will circulate it for at least the
next year, or until BK stops using rain-
forest beef. We also have Whopper Stop-
per/Boycott Burger King bumper stic-
kers for groups working on the issue
to use as a fundraiser. In quantity (20
or more), we can sell them to EF!
groups for 40 cents each plus postage
of $1.25 per 20. You can sell them for
a dollar or more or distribute them how-
ever you wish. For single copies, send
$1 to BAEF!

WHERE TO WRITE: Burger King
Public Relations, POB 520783, Miami,
FL 33152.

BAY AREA EF!, POB 83, Canyon,
CA 94516. Please send donations. Our
efforts are volunteer and we print and
pay postage with donations.
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Aussie Ecoteurs Active

Eco-defenders  recently  caused
$60,000 of damage to logging machinery
in Australia’s Otways Forests. One con-
tractor admitted that he would close his
operation, as the engines in his bull-
dozer had been destroyed by a mystery
chemical. Meanwhile, in East Gippsland
forests, a defender(s) has damaged
‘dozers and graders by tampering with
their free oil changes. (The Quill, pub-
lication of Wildlife Protection Agency,
POB 61, Collins St., Victoria, 3000
Australia)

Animal Defender Torches Himself

Animal rights activist Robert
Blackman of Australia, making a drama-
tic gesture in hopes of awakening people
to the tragedy of animal abuse, doused
himself with petrol in front of crowds
at the Colchester cattle market and lit
a match. His startling self-immolation
on behalf of animals was ignored by all
but one newspaper. (The Quill)

Catalans Clog Keyholes

Catalan separatists in Spain used
silicon to block keyholes on doors of 50
branches of a Barcelona bank that had
enabled the city to win a bid to host
the 1992 Olympics. Use of silicon is a
clever variation of techniques described
in Ecodefense.

Kansas May Adopt State Soil

Like nearly all states, Kansas has
a state flower (sunflower), state tree
(eottonwood), state animal (Buffalo),
and state bird (Western Meadowlark).
Soil scientist Orville Bidwell has pro-
posed extending this state favorite
status to a soil, in hopes of educating
Kansans about the disastrous loss of
their topsoils. Bidwell has launched a
campaign to declare Harney silt loam as
the state soil. (Not Man Apart, 3-4/87)
Given the predilection of universities to
name their sports teams after state
mascots, it would be fitting for Kansas
athletic teams to vie for the honor of
being called the Marching Silt Loams
or some variation thereof.

Disaster Plans Are Just That

Disaster evacuation plans for nuclear
plants throughout the US are so flawed
that even so conservative a newspaper
as the Wall Street Journal has published
information which speaks ill of nuclear
plant officials. In one of the more un-
usual errors, during an evacuation drill
in February 1986 for the Seabrook, New
Hampshire, nuclear plant, a press re-
lease gave the wrong number to call for
help. The number given was that of the
Portsmouth Bank Savings and Loan.
(Northern Sun, 1-87; publication of
Northern Sun Alliance, 1519 E Franklin
Ave, Mpls., MN 55404)

Are Whales Protesting?

Since April, 400 small unidentified
whales have beached themselves and
died on the coast of northeast Brazil.
Concentrated near the fishing village
Itacare — near Brazil’s cocoa-growing
region — the cause of the whales’ actions
remains a mystery. Scientists continue
to be baffled by the tragedy of the
thousands of cetaceans who have beached
themselves throughout the world in re-
cent years. However, Joao Sampaio,
director of the Center of Environmental
Resources of Bahia state, did finally
voice a suspicion quietly held by some
environmentalists for years. Sampaio
noted, “The most likely hypothesis we
have is a kind of collective suicides.”
(Earthtrust X Press)
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by Augtralopithecus

Manser Remains Free

Bruno Manser, the famed Swiss
farmer turned conservationist and artist,
remains free after two and a half years
of exile in the jungles of Sarawak,
Malaysia, protected by the Penan people.
Manser, whose visa expired long ago
and who has been accused of inciting
the Penan people to take actions against
land developers in their area, has con-
tinued to elude authorities. Twice they
caught him only to see him slip away,
bounding into the jungle the first time,
leaping into a river the second. In the
latest event of this continuing saga
(which apparently pits an environmen-
talist and an indigenous group against
government officials and developers)
Sarawak’s Tourism Minister has offered
to act as intermediary to facilitate
Manser’s return to Switzerland. The
Malaysian government’s determination
to see this nomad removed from the
jungles is curious. Is it that they fear
the attention he is drawing to the
destruction of Sarawak’s forests?

Rangers Kill Poachers

Four poachers in Zimbabwe's Zambezi
Valley wild animal sanctuary recently
lost a gunfight to “paramilitary game
rangers.” In trying to save the Black
Rhino, Zimbabwe rangers have killed
32 poachers since 1984.

The Saguaro...
Smushed Her Like A Bug

But Barbara Haider lived. After
being impaled by a Saguaro, Haider, of
Tucson, was treated for a broken jaw,
legs, and pelvis, and punctures . .. and
was discovered to be pregnant. The
bizarre details of the accident remain
suspiciously murky. (Saguaro Cacti in
the Tucson area are being ravaged by
land developers and perhaps by acid
rain. Are they striking back?) It seems
that Haider had been in a suburban fol-
lowing a pickup driven by her husband.
Somehow, the pickup knocked a Saguaro
atop the suburban. As the woman extri-
cated herself from the vehicle, the
Saguaro slid on top of her. Does that
sound premeditated or what!? (Arizona
Daily Star, 4-27-87)

French Nukes Malfunction

In April, two accidents at French
nuclear facilities raised doubts among
the French public about the safety of
their nation’s 44 nuclear plants (and 18
under construction), which provide 70%
of France’s electricity. The first accident
forced a closure of Europe’s largest
nuclear fuel producing plant (West
Europe’s only commercial breeder re-
actor) — the enrichment plant at
Tricastin. A leak of radioactive uranium
hexachloride gas injured seven workers.

The day after France’s state-owned
nuclear industry, Atomic Energy Com-
missariat, closed the Tricastin plant (for
one week), the head of the commissariat
told reporters that investigators, a
week after its discovery, still had not
determined the cause of a sodium coolant
leak at the Superphenix — the world’s
largest fast breeder reactor. Sodium is
dangerous because it ignites on contact
with air. This radioactive sodium leaked
into an enclosure covered with nitrogen
that prevented it from igniting. The
May issue of the French environmental
magazine, Silence, reported (to roughly
translate): The sodium 1is leaking out
of a barrel used as a storage place when
plutonium fuel is moved in and out of
the reactor. If the barrel has to be
replaced, the containment building
must be broken. To do this safely, the
plutonium fuel and 5500 tons of sodium
must be removed from the reactor. Au-
thorities have nowhere else to put the
sodium while they repair the plant. Over
25 tons of it leaked before investigators
found this source. Faced with distraught
trade unions and environmentalists, the
French Industry Minister assured the

public that there was no need to close _

NET

the Superphenix. With intrepidity
seemingly reserved for those high in
Gallic bureaucracies, he noted, “We
must not lose our nerve.” (New York
Times, 4-15)

Late note: Shortly before going to
press, M. Bird sent us good news: Due
partly to the sodium leak — and
perhaps partly due to letters from
Americans to the Olympies committee
asking that they not site the Olympics
near the Superphenix — the Super-
phenix has been closed at least until
fall. We thank EF!ers who wrote to the
committee in response to our article.

New Hampshire News

New Hampshire Earth Firstler Gra-
nite Dome sends good news on the
Sewalls Falls issue (see article in Eostar
87): A lawyer representing Rockefeller
and Seward announced they will sell the
development rights and forget the dam
idea. He said changes in the tax laws
and unexpectedly strong opposition are
the reasons for canceling the plans.
Barth Firstlers should nevertheless
carefully watch Interior Secretary
Hodel and Assistant Secretary Horn,
who appear to have committed mis-
deeds aimed at facilitating approval of
such destructive proposals as the dam
planned for Sewalls Falls. Representa-
tive John Dingle has been investigating
the Interior Department, and he'should
be encouraged to continue. Meanwhile,
researchers are studying why the re-
turn rate on Atlantic Salmon released
fingerlings is so low (less than 1% com-
pared to 5% for natural populations).
Overcrowding during fish-raising and
hormones in the feed are the suspected
problems.

The biggest mainstream conservation
story in the state is the new “Trust for
NH Lands.” Conservationists are now
seeking funding in the state legislature
to spend $50 million in the next five
years to acquire new lands for protec-
tion from development. Although this
is too little, it is a noble effort.

Experimenters Give Primates TVs

With the increasing effectiveness of
animal rights groups and the recent
passage, in the US Congress, of lab ani-
mal welfare legislation, Animal Care
and Use Committees have been estab-
lished at experimenting institutions
throughout the US. Such committees
and the labs they .oversee are attempt-
ing to silence protests against lab-ani-
mal experimentation by nominally im-
proving living conditions for their cap-
tives. One of the more important labs,
the Division of Laboratory Animal Re-
sources at Duke University Medical
Center, provides an interesting exam-
ple of measures being taken ostensibly
on behalf of the animals. To quote a
Duke veterinarian, Duke “has realized
the necessity of implementing be-
havioral and environmental enrichment
programs for the laboratory primates.
. .7 To this end, Duke experimenters
are trying to ease stress on the primates
— each isolated in a tiny cage — by
rotating TVs through the primate
rooms. The Duke vet noted that five to
ten minutes into a program, “baboons
become quiet and gaze toward the tele-
vision.” (Scientists Center Newsletter
9(1)1987)

Our Lady Overlooks
Huge Open Pit Mine

Tourists in Montana are being afforded
a new treat — Our Lady of the Rockies
statue and postcards thereof. The post-
cards best describe this incredible
monument: “OUR LADY OF THE
ROCKIES, a 90 foot steel statue, over-
looks the Berkley Pit, an open pit mine,
in Butte, Montana. The non-denomina-
tional statue dedicated to all women,
especially mothers, was constructed
and is being maintained through volun-
teer help and donations. The project
began December 29, 1979, and was com-
pleted December 20, 1985.” One may
suspect that some mothers will not be
delighted to see motherhood and strip
mining glorified together.

Spills Harm Pearl Harbor NWR

From March through May, a Chevron
fuel pipeline spilled 550,000 gallons of
fuels, including jet and diesel, in
Hawaiian waters. The spills have con-
taminated the Pearl Harbor National
Wildlife Refuge, thereby killing Hawaiian
Stilts and Hawaiian Ducks — both En-
dangered species. The stilts abandoned
nine of their ten nests in the 25-acre
Refuge; and both species have been
harmed by clean-up crews walking
through their habitat, as well as by the
fuel. A delay in notifying wildlife offi-
cials of the most recent in a series of
spills into Waiawa Spring — whose water
is pumped into Pearl Harbor Refuge,
may spell doom for Pearl Harbor’s
Hawaiian Duck population. The Fish
and Wildlife Service could have quickly
stopped the pumps had they been alerted
to the crisis. Chevron and the Coast
Guard should be condemned for the fail-
ure to report; Chevron had reported the
spill as minor and said that it was
cleaned up, while the Coast Guard did
not meet its responsibility to report
such coastal spills. (Honolulu Star-
Bulletin, 5-15)

Sea Lion Dunks Fisherman

In April, a wrathful Sea Lion in
Kodiak Harbor leaped to the deck of a
58-foot (over)fishing boat, seized a 220-
pound man, dragged him deep under
water, bit him on the buttocks, and then
allowed him to resurface — thoroughly
humiliated. Harbor master Corky
MecCorkle (1) later noted, “these animals
have become very bold...” (Miami
Herald, 4-26-87)

Letters

US representatives are at US House of
Representatives, Washington, DC 20515;
US senators at US Senate, DC 20510.

*Yielding to pressure from trappers
and the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game, the US Fish and Wildlife Service
has opened sections of the Kenai
National Wildlife Refuge to trapping of
Lynx. Write a letter of protest, urging
full protection for Kenai’s dwindling
population of Liynx, to: Robert Gilmore,
Alaska Regional Director, USFWS, 1011
E Tudor Rd, Anchorage, AK 99503; or
call his office at 614-466-3526. (Animals
Agenda, 4-87)

*Grays Harbor, on Washington’s coast
between the Willipa Hills and Olympic
National Park, contains endangered
areas known as Bowerman Basin and
nearby Point New which host millions
of migratory shorebirds each spring and
Peregrine Falcons which feed on these
birds. Unfortunately, these estuarine
areas are owned by the Port of Grays
Harbor, which entity has sought to pave
over part of the estuary. The paving was
stopped, under provisions of the Federal
Coastal Zone Management Plan, but in
1985 the Port was caught spraying
herbicides in this sensitive habitat.
Bowerman Basin and Pt. New will re-
main in peril until they are declared a
National Wildlife Refuge. Write US rep-
resentatives Al Swift, Don Bonker,
John Miller and Mike Lowry; and US
senators Dan Evans and Brock Adams,
urging them to support such designation.
(Not Man Apart, 3-4/87)

*Millions of kangaroos and wallabies
are slaughtered each year in what has
become the largest commercial wild ani-
mal slaughter on land. These marsupial
vietims are sold for running shoe
leather, pet food, decorative items; or
are simply killed as agricultural “pests.”
The Red, Eastern Gray, and Western
Gray Kangaroos — the three most
hunted roos — have been listed since
1974 as Threatened under the US
Endangered Species Act. However,
soon after Reagan took office, the ban
on roo imports into the US was lifted.
Representative Robert Mrazek (D-NY)
has reintroduced a bill (HR779) to
reinstate the ban. Please urge represen-
tatives to support HR779, and urge sen-
ators to sponsor equivalent legislation.
Request hearings on the ill practice of
importing kangaroo parts.

*California activists are supporting a
statewide initiative that would provide
$120 million to purchase and protect
wildlife habitat in California. To get the
initiative placed on the ballot, 600,000
signatures must be collected in the 150
days following the release of the initiative
petition on June 15. For information,
write: Richard Spotts, Defenders of
Wildlife, 4604 Rosedale Way, Sacramento,
95822; or Bill Yeates, Mtn. Lion Coalition,
POB 1896, Sacramento, 95809.



Agriculture Led to Downfall

In Nemesis News Net, Beltane issue,
we reported that two researchers have
found evidence that agriculture arose
ten millennia ago as a result of humans’
desire for crops to produce beer. Follow-
ing our report of this, Granite Dome sent
us the following summary presenting the
more common hypothesis on this subject:
In the May 1987 issue of Discovery,
Jared Diamond, a UCLA physiology
teacher, explains the basis for the
theory that the adoption of agriculture
over a hunting/gathering lifestyle was
the worst mistake ancient humans made.
Citing archeological evidence, Diamond
explains that the rise of epidemic dis-
eases, nutritional degradation, and loss
of leisure time resulted from the shift
to agriculture. Furthermore, the social
changes that followed may have meant
a loss of equality between the sexes and
encouraged growth of wealthy classes
who could survive on the material pro-
duction of others. In essence, Diamond
speculates, hunter-gatherers may have
been forced into agriculture by growth
in populations and the need for more
food (though of inferior nutritional
value) rather than voluntarily making
the switch to agriculture. “Hunter-
gatherers practiced the most successful
and longest-lasting lifestyle in human
history. In contrast, we're still struggling
with the mess into which agriculture
has tumbled us, and it’s unclear

~whether we can solve it.”

Bear Numbers Still Falling

The Black Bear population in the
Southern Appalachians is in serious
jeopardy. Black Bear experts Dr. Pelton
of UT and Dr. Powell of NC State’s
Pisgah Bear Project have both con-
ducted research that shows that the
species is being extirpated from the
mountains. The 1986 drought com-
pounded the crisis by shrinking the
amount of hard mast such as acorns and
hickory nuts, staples in the bears’
autumn diet. This mast shortage may
have caused 200-300 bear cubs in the
region to starve this winter. The lack
of food, coupled with increasing num-
bers of exotic wild boar who compete
with bears for food, causes the bears
to roam further in search of food, often
outside the sanctuaries and Smokies
Park, where they are supposedly pro-
tected. This increased travel makes
them more vulnerable to poaching and
“legal” hunting. Wildlife biologist
Gordon Warburton noted that the num-
bers of bears killed “cast doubt on the
ability of the Pisgah Bear Sanctuary to
maintain an effective breeding nucleus.”
In 1981-82, 60% of the bears under study
there were Kkilled; 75% of those killed
were females. Bear Action Network
urges those concerned about the plight
of the North Carolina’s largest wild
mammal to write to the NC Wildlife
Resources Commission, 512 N Salis-
bury St., Raleigh, NC 27611, to call
for an immediate moratorium on bear
hunting. For information, contact Paul
Gallimore, BAN, Rt. 2 Box 132,
Leicester, NC 28748 (704-683-3662).

Seaweed Forest Dying

The following news item 1s reprinted
from a fine new jouwrnal titled DAY-
BREAK. This is “a monthly newspaper
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published by Eagle Eye Communica-
tions Group, a Native American Corpo-
ration. Profits from DAYBREAK will
be donated to the Daybreak foundation,
which will award grants to self-empow-
erment projects that benefit Native
American communities.” To subscribe,
write: DAYBREAK, POB 98, High-
land, MD 20777-0098. Donations are
needed.

The “seaweed forest” that provides
fertile spawning grounds for herring
and other marine life along a 13,166-mile
coastline from Norway to the Soviet
Union is dying rapidly. The impending
ecological disaster has already killed
about half of the seaweed between the
town of Alesund in Central Norway and
Norway’s Arctic border with the
Soviets, according to the Ministry for
the Environment.

Experts are pointing to hydroelectric
power dams along Norway’s rivers.
They say reduction of fresh water flow
by the dams has led to significant in-
creases in salt content in the coastal
waters, killing the seaweed and destroy-
ing huge areas on the spawning
grounds.

Norwegian people along the seacoast,
who depend on the fishing industry, now
find their livelihood threatened. A
further threat to the seaweed comes
from North Sea pollution, according to
Sissel Ronbeck, Environment Minister
of Norway.

Write to Close Fishing Bridge

The following is from the newsletter
of Campaign for Yellowstone’s Bears
(POB 416, Boulder, CO 80306):

In July, the Park Service must
SJormally consider citizens’ comments
regarding the development at Fishing
Bridge, Yellowstone National Park.
This is when a “draft environmental
mmpact statement” (DEIS) on the de-
velopment is scheduled to be released.
Grizzly Bear supporters should write

n mid-July to the superintendent of

Yellowstone Park (POB 168, Yellowstone
NP, WY 82190) requesting that: 1) the
Park Service remove facilities from the
Fishing Bridge area; 2) the area be fully
restored to its natural condition; 3) no
new developments be allowed tn Yellow-
stone Park; 4) the Park Service phase
out most development at Lake and
Bridge Bay. Request that your com-
ments be made part of the official DEIS
record on Fishing Bridge.

ALF Liberates Thousands

The following pieces are condensed
from International Rescue, the news-
letter of the Animal Liberation Front
Supporters Group. They give an indica-
tion of the impressive determination of
the Animal Liberation Front. ALF now
has decentralized groups in several
West European nations, Australia,
Canada, and the US. They are perhaps
strongest in England, where their raids
have resulted in the liberation of
thousands of animals and the closing of
major exploitative portions of several
institutions (e.g. department stores
ceasing to sell furs after seeing their
fur coats sabotaged and slogans painted
throughout their stores).

The Supporters Group is for people
who . . . do not wish to take part in
direct action. The SG helps arrested
activists with fines and legal expenses,

assists those imprisoned, gives talks
about ALF'. ..

The Animal Liberation Front takes

direct action against all forms of awi-
mal abuse. This action falls basically
into two categories: 1) The rescue or
liberation of animals from premises to
sawe them from persecution. Such ani-
mals are usually taken to good homes
where they will be properiy cared for.
Animals are only released into the wild
if they have a reasonable chavce of
survival. 2) Damage to property or
premises connected with animal abuse.
This is done to disrupt the persecution
of animals and to cause financial loss
to the animal abusers so as to reduce
the money they are able to tnvest in
animal abuse, to force them out of busi-
ness, or to encourage them to mend
their ways. Often both types of action
take place during the same raid.

It is against ALF policy to use serious
personal violence against anybody. In
other words, in the course of an action
it would be OK to restrain somebody or
perhaps tie them up but not acceptable
to punch them. The exception to this is
self-defense. If attacked, ALF activists
are entitled to defend themselves using
reasonable methods. If possible, activists
carry out raids in such a way as to avoid
confrontation with the opposition.

. FUR FARM RAIDED

At 2 AM on the 15th July, Sussex
ALF ravded “Buckfold Rabbits” fur
farm, West Sussex. Fifteen rabbits were
rescued. On the 29th July the activists
returned to the farm to carry out an
arson attack.

We had paid the farm three previous
visits to learn our way around, decide
the best way of entering the building
and establish a suitable place to park
our van. We parked our vehicle in the
field opposite the entrance to the farm,

taking care to leave it out of view of

passing cars. Carrying our boxes and
tools, we cut through a barbed wive
Jence. We were unable to cut the padlock
on the door of the battery with our
bolteutters due to the position of the
lock. However, we were able to force open
the back door of the shed with a crowbar,
the door being bolted from the inside.
. . . Inside the battery we were appalled
by what we saw. The heat and stench
were unbearable; dead rabbits were
lying on the wire floors of their cages.
. . . We began putting the creatures into
boxes. . . . We took photos of the place.

Following our successful raid, we car-
ried out a more serious attack. On 29th

July, at 12:45 AM, we returned to the

farm. A padlock on an empty barn
(which was a safe distance from other
parts of the farm) was cut and the build-
g was checked for any animals that
may have been living in it (mice, etc.).
Petrol was then thrown over the walls
and stacks of wood and building mater-
ials that were scattered about. The fire
was lit. The petrol went up instantly,
almost taking two activists with it. Run-
ning for our vehicle we were sure that
the fire was seen for miles — the flames
licking through the roof of the barn.
Thankfully we withdrew safely from the
areaq.

We've realised our mistake. We should
have used paraffin. Petrol burns too
quickly and when being poured gives
off vapour which can ignite. Next time
we’ll know better.

Meanwhile, animal liberation actions
are finally being seen in the US. Farm
Sanctuary recently released information
about the Farm Freedom Fighters, who,
last April 17, with the Easter Bunny
(cops would hesitate to club the Easter
Bunny!), liberated 40 hens from a
Pennsylvania battery egg operation.
Farm Sanctuary, a non-profit group
dedicated to ending factory farming,
urges persons to contribute to their
adopt-a-farm-animal program and di-
rectly save the life of an animal. Contact
Farm Sanctuary (POB 37, Rockland,
DE 19732; 302-654-9026) for information
on boycott programs, alternatives to
factory farm products, or legislative
efforts. In another action which has re-
ceived far less attention than it merits,
California ALF activists burned down
a nearly finished UC Davis farm animal
research lab, causing $3.5 million of
damages and delaying completion for at
least a year!

Rocky Flats Protest Scheduled
Colorado activists, including veterans
of last summer’s Great Peace March,
are organizing a direct action campaign
at the most vulnerable link in the nu-

clear weapons production chain — the
Rocky Flats Nuclear Weapons Plant, 16
miles west of Denver. Rocky Flats is the
only place in the US where plutonium
triggers — the explosive component
without which a nuclear bomb can't
work — are made. Researchers esti-
mate that Rocky Flats manufactures
from three to ten triggers a day. With
Reagan’s arms build-up, production has
increased greatly. Weapons-grade
plutonium is shipped to Rocky Flats
from Hanford, Washington, and
Savannah River, Georgia; the completed
trigger is then shipped for final assembly
to the Pantex plant in Amarillo, Texas.
Run by Rockwell International for the
US Department of Energy, Rocky Flats
is guarded by a para-military force larger
than the Colorado National Guard. Cur-
rently, Rocky Flats is planning a test
burn of radioactive toxic waste as a dis-
posal method. If the test is “successful,”
it will lead to continuous burning of this
waste.

The uniqueness of Rocky Flats in the
nuclear chain will be its downfall. Direct
action at Rocky Flats can stop new arms
construction. For Nagasaki Day, August
9, activists plan a legal peace walk and
a human blockade of Rocky Flats (there
are only two gates). A Peace Encamp-
ment will take place during the week
leading up to the 9th.

In the past year, the peace movement
has shown that it can successfully disrupt
the arms race with the actions at the
Nevada Test Site. However, as important
as the test site is as a focus, the actions
there no longer delay nuclear testing. If
people from throughout the US gather
at Rocky Flats, the probability of suc-
cessfully stopping US nuclear weapons
production is high. For information,
contact: Rocky Flats campaign, c/o
Penny Lane, 1738 Pearl St, Boulder, CO
80302 (303-443-2822).

EF!VA Prints Newsletter

Virginia Earth First! is a new news-
letter discussing Virginia, West Virginia,
and Maryland issues. The following is
condensed from an article by Bob
Mueller in the second issue:

Although we Earth First!ers ave com-
mitted to fighting roads on public
lands, we don’t often recognize that the
automobile and roads outside public
lands are equally destructive. For
example, in Virginia the Governor’s new
road-building program will require dig-
ging more gravel pits and dredging river
bottoms and wetlands to provide road
materials. Numerous permit applica-
tions are now pending before the US
Corps of Engineers and state agencies
to do just this.

In addition to causing air pollution,
cars give rise to oil, toxic metals, and
other pollutants from such sources as
dripping oil pans, tire wear, paint and
body shops, garages and car factories.
The disruptive effect of roads on wildlife
s well documented.

Consequently, we should extend our
opposition to road construction .and
cars at every opportunity. We can fight
the system by refusing to buy new or
large vehicles and by wusing public
transportation.

APPEN Deserves Support

We wish again to commend Asia-
Pacific People’s Environment Network
(APPEN), and the coordinator of this
network, Sahabat Alam Malaysia (SAM),
for their noble work on behalf of tropical
ecosystems and indigenous peoples. To
donate to their work or to obtain infor-
mation about their fine publications,
write: APPEN, c/o SAM, 37, Lorong
Birch, Penang, West Malaysia. The
following example of a worthy news
item from APPEN is extracted from
an article by K.W. Richardson in their
newsletter Asian-Pacific Environment
(US$20 sea mail for two years):

The long held view that locusts are
pests and must be destroyed by the in-
tense use of poisons is fundamentally
wrong.

However hard man has tried to destroy
them, not one species of these locusts
has become extinct. Some of the methods
used have been powerful enough to
threaten human lives instead.

Money should instead go into research
regarding the possibility of using these
abundant locusts to our benefit. Locusts
are highly efficient users of green stuff
and converters into protein. . . . Instead
of battling against locusts in a stubborn
attempt to grow that we think we ought to
have, we should become their predator.
They are a valuable food resource.
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CALIFORNIA DESERT

by Feral Curmudgeon

INTRODUCTION: The California
deserts cover an area nearly equal in
size to the state of Virginia. This region
ranges from the Mexican border 300
miles north to the peaks of the White
Mountains near Bishop. The area en-
compasses most of the lands west of the
Nevada and Arizona borders to the
Sierra Nevada and the line created by
the Santa Rosa, San Jacinto, and San
Bernardino mountain ranges on the

-west. Within this magnificent remnant
of wild land are 90 mountain ranges,
over 760 species of wildlife — nearly
100 of them threatened, 100,000 arche-
ological sites, the world’s largest Joshua
Tree forest, the highest sand dune sys-
tem in the US, the oldest living trees,
and the 11,700-year-old Creosote ring
—the oldest living thing in the world.

Here, three distinct desert ecosystems
are found within only a few hundred
miles of each other: the mighty peaks
and deep, dry troughs of the Great
Basin; the long valleys and granite
boulders of the Mojave Desert; and the
sands and Elephant Trees of the Sonoran/
Colorado Desert. Among the California
deserts’ many attractions are: Death
Valley National Monument, Joshua Tree
National Monument, the East Mojave
National Scenic Area, and many remote
places including the Last Chance
Range, Saline Valley, Hunter Mountain,
the Nopahs, Clarks, New Yorks, and
Turtle Mountains. The wind swept
peaks of the White Mountains harbor
the Bristlecone Pines, the world’s oldest
living trees. Two hundred miles south
in the Mojave, the oldest living thing
in the world survives from the same root
structure that has nurtured this Creo-
sote from the time of the Cave Lion
and the Mastodon. The Jaguar once
roamed the rich, riparian eanyons, com-
peting with the Cahuilla, Mohave, and
the Chemehuevi peoples. The once plen-
tiful Desert Bighorn provided food and
clothing for these people, as did the de-
sert’s reptiles, rodents, and plants. The
region contains the world’s largest col-
lection of ancient Indian art works and
artifacts, with some petroglyph and pic-
tograph sites dating back 10,000 years.

CRANSTON’S BILL: These re-
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mnant deserts have become the play-
ground of a bulging southern California
population. In order to maintain some
semblance of the natural desert, Sena-
tor Alan Cranston has introduced the
California Desert Protection Act, Se-
nate Bill 7; while Representative Mel
Levine from Los Angeles has intro-
duced the companion bill, HR371. They
have asked that large areas be set aside
as National Parks and as Wilderness
Areas managed by the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM).

Senator Cranston has led the way in
many environmental battles, but being
a politician he has gone out of his way
to placate the elite few who can afford
off-road-vehicles (ORVs) — the elite
who make losing investments in ranches
or bogus mining operations for the tax
breaks they offer. Cranston’s bill would
leave nearly 30,000 miles of “road” open
to vehicles. It would allow areas to re-
main as sacrifice areas for all-terrain-ve-
hicles (ATVs), and would allow mining
to continue. The bill would not close
areas that can be revitalized as wilder-
ness. It ignores the fact that the 1872
Mining Act is outdated and should be
repealed. It ignores the destruction of
vast areas of the desert by livestock
overgrazing. It does not propose rein-
troduction of extirpated species. (BLM
has only made a few pitiful attempts.)
In short, Cranston’s Desert Protection
Act would not protect the land in any
visionary sense.

Barth First! feels his Desert Protec-
tion Act is a beginning. However, no
more compromise is suitable for the
California deserts. The area has been
in a compromise situation for over a cen-
tury, and the land, wildlife and native
people have lost at every turn.

Whereas Cranston has made major
but retractable mistakes, the BLM De-
sert Plan is a travesty. We feel it is our
duty as citizens to assist in the planning
for the management of the California
deserts. -

EARTH = FIRST! PROPOSAL:
Earth First! offers an alternative to the
Cranston bill — our version of the
California Desert Protection Act. While
not complete in management detail, it
18 visionary. We will later improve the

-plans for inadequately covered or unpro-
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tected areas within this proposal.

Earth First! proposes a 17 million
acre California Desert National Park.
This extremely diverse area would con-
tain the highest summits of the White
Mountains and the lowest depressions
of Death Valley. (Incorporating in the
Park the 48 states’ highest peak — Mt.
Whitney in the Sierra Nevada — as well
as the lowest point — Badwater in
Death Valley — although not part of
the EF! proposal at this time, would
be a good idea. It might force Los
Angeles out of the Owens Valley.) The
EF! proposal would forever protect
three major desert ecosystems, includ-
ing both the basins and ranges of the
Great Basin — in contrast to the woe-
fully inadequate Great Basin National
Park in Nevada, which protects little
more than Wheeler Peak.

How might the federal government
implement our proposal? Realizing it is
visionary, EF! will put forth simple
principles to lessen the burden on the
bureaucrats.

WILDERNESS: Senator Cranston
has asked that approximately 8.5 mil-
lion acres of desert be included in the
Wilderness System. This Wilderness
would include about 4.5 million acres
under the control of the BLM, with the
remaining 3.9 million acres under the
National Park Service as National
Parks.

These acreages are not adequate.
Earth First! proposes approximately 17
million acres for Wilderness in southern
California and contiguous portions of
Nevada and Arizona. We urge Senator
Cranston to persuade the Congres-
sional delegations from these two bor-
dering states to protect as Wilderness
those areas contiguous to the California
Wilderness Areas. Large protected
areas will then follow natural bound-
aries instead of the false boundaries
that humans have imposed on the land.
The natural boundaries will incorporate
whole ecosystems — such as the Col-
orado River System including the Whip-
ple Mountains and the Chemehuevi and
Vidal Valleys; and the Panamint Valley
and Range extending into Death Valley.
Each Wilderness Area will include all
of an ecosystem’s plant communities,
ecotones, and transitional elevation
zones within its boundaries.

Following natural boundaries would
entail protecting as Wilderness, for
example, all undeveloped areas along
the Colorado River. All present State
Parks and National Wildlife Refuges
along the river would be managed as
wild areas. The lower Colorado River,
the area bounded by Arizona on the east
and California on the West, will cease
to be an scum-laden playground, and
will be managed as a riparian Wilder-
ness. This would require the elimination
of motorboats from the Havasu, Cibola,
and Imperial National Wildlife Refuges.

BLM LANDS: Most lands within the
boundaries of the EF! proposed park
are now under the direction of the BLM,
but many of the proposed Wildernesses
are on state and Forest Service lands.

'The Earth First!
California Deserts
National Park
Wilderness

Proposal

Area # Acres Area # Acres
1 . 265,000 18 ... 220,000
A 2,400,000 19 .. 1,500,000
3 390,000 20 ... 130,000
4 . 375,000 21N 2201000
5 1,500,000 22 ... 330,000
6 110,000 23 ... 485,000
7 . 419,000 24 .. 1,100,000
Sis: 660,000 25 S i 00:000
9 ... 440,000 26 ... 170,000
10.. .... 265,000 27 ... 460,000
11.... 155,000 28 ... 350,000
12... 860,000 29 ... 240,000
13... 220,000 30 .... 44,000
14.... 130,000 31 .... 66,000
15 .1 265,000 32 ... 150,000
160 2 ,200,000 33 ... 330,000
17 ... 265,000

total = 16,814,000 acres

Nevertheless, in most cases, the pro-
posed Wildernesses are within or next
to the California Desert Conservation
Area (CDCA). The CDCA includes a
variety of BLM jurisdictional zones
and, as is the case with all BLM lands,
the BLLM has proved itself inept at man-
aging these. The Wilderness Society re-
port, “Failure in the Desert,” chronicles
more than 250 incidents of illegal de-
velopment and land abuse within BLM
designated “wilderness study areas”
(WSAs). One such case involved the use
of cyanide to leach gold from a mining
site in the Inyo Mountains WSA. This
cost taxpayers $25,000 for clean up
when the mine operator left twenty 50-
gallon drums of cyanide and tons of
equipment at the site. In another case,
a miner bulldozed a road nine miles into
the highest ranked WSA in the CDCA,
and received essentially a mere slap in
the hand for this offense. In perhaps
the worst case, the BLM allowed the
Barstow to Las Vegas motoreycle race
to go through a WSA in 1983 and 1984
— after the race had been banned for
nearly a decade due to its environmen-
tal damage. None of these hundreds of
incidents caused, according to BLM,
significant environmental damage.

CALIFORNIA DESERT NA-
TIONAL PARK: Due to BLM’s pen-
chant for consumptive uses of its lands,
Earth First! proposes that all land
within the boundaries of the EF!
California deserts reserve be adminis-
tered by the National Park Service as
the California Deserts National Park.
Lands now under the jurisdiction of the
state, such as Red Rock and Anza-
Borego State Parks, would remain
under state guidance, but would be
managed as Wilderness where borders
are contiguous with the proposed Park
borders. Forest Service lands also
would remain under present jurisdic-
tion but protected as Wilderness.

WILDERNESS RECOVERY
AREAS: Large areas to be designated
Wilderness will, perforce, incorporate
areas that fail to meet the definition of
Wilderness provided by the 1964 Wilder-
ness Act. These areas will be designated
Wilderness Recovery Areas (WRAs).
WRAs will be established through re-
moval of all modern human artifacts —
roads, railroad tracks, power and tele-
phone poles, fences, etc. — and by re-
clamation of abandoned mines and other
damaged sites.

REINTRODUCTION OF EXTIR-
PATED SPECIES: Contrary to the
words and intent of the Endangered
Species Act, BLM has given only lip
service to programs to protect or rein-
troduce rare, Threatened, or En-
dangered species that once flourished
in the desert. The BLM solution for
many such species has been to create
within their habitats minute “Areas of
Critical  Environmental  Concern”
(ACECs). EF! demands that species
which were once permanent or transi-
ent inhabitants of the California deserts
be immediately reintroduced into ap-
propriate habitat, and that habitat be
restored in areas once frequented by
these plants and animals. Among the
species and subspecies that must be al-
lowed to repopulate without unwar-
ranted disturbances are the following:
the Jaguar, Desert Tortoise, Fringe-
toed Lizard, Desert Banded Gecko, De-
sert Pupfish, Mojave Chub, Pronghorn,
Desert Bighorn Sheep, Least Bells
Vireo, Inyo Brown Towhee, Eureka
Evening Primrose, Panamint Daisy, the
aster Helianthus niveus typhrodes, and
the poaceae Swallenia alexandrae.

EF! demands that the agencies in-
volved in the Park management reestab-
lish riparian habitat for the Jaguar, and
close roads that bisect Bighorn migra-
tion routes. We demand that the ACEC
concept be replaced, with ACECs given
Wilderness status. The fate of ACECs
should not be administratively deter-
mined; they should be Congressionally
mandated Wilderness Areas. Private
lands near or within these areas should
be acquired by whatever means
necessary.

OFF- ROAD-VEHICLES Among
the desert despoilers, the ORVers, or
off-road-vermin, are making the
biggest noise about Cranston’s pro-



A Vision of Wilderness

posal, so we’ll address their concerns
first. Knowing that most ORVers are
less than astute, we will make this sec-
tion of the proposal simple: There would
be NO ORVs, ATCs or any variation
thereof allowed within the boundaries
of the National Park. No motorized ve-
hicle would be allowed to deviate from
designated vehicle corridors. Only
street-legal vehicles (and licensed driv-
ers) would be allowed on these signed
roadways.

The desert’s serenity is shattered
every day by hordes of ORVs. Accord-
ing to research by the US Geological
Survey (USGS), the intense noise of
these machines ruptures the ear drums
of Kangaroo Rats, causing loss of hear-
ing and making them much more suscep-
tible to predation. Many animals’ bur-
rows and shelter areas are destroyed
by ORYV tires. They then become, like
the Kangaroo Rat, much more vulnera-
ble to predation, and to climate stress.
Insects, lizards, and plants are crushed
under tires. The soil is compacted or
blown away, hindering seed germina-
tion. Many of the ORVers’' favored
haunts are also favored by rare plants.
The sand dunes throughout the desert,
which are overrun by ORVs, harbor
some of the world’s rarest and most
fragile plants (Dedeckera eurekensis,
Oenothera avita eurekensis, ete.). Fur-
thermore, ORVs open the backcountry
to pot hunters and ORVs crush the soil
and the many archeological artifacts
found therein.

Off-road races, like the annual
Barstow to Vegas race, take an incred-
ible toll on the land. The racers, spec-
tators, pit crews, and families of the
racers — all with bikes or ATCs — de-
vastate the land for miles on both sides
of the course. ORVs displace the thin
upper soil layer that supports all life in
the desert. In the Red Rock Canyon
country of the Mojave, the soil mantle
is completely destroyed along popular
runs. Experts from the USGS have
stated that it could be 10,000 years be-
fore any soil will redevelop. A four-
wheel-drive displaces 3.3 tons of earth
for every mile it travels; a motorcyele,
three-quarters of a ton. When the bed
rock is exposed, it is less fun on an ORY,
so the driver goes to another area where
the soil is still intact. It becomes a vic-
ious cycle with the soil, literally, losing
at every turn. The BLM thinks they
can control these negative impacts
through mitigation measures such as
signing roads, constructing barriers, or
catching evil-doers with one of their 19
rangers charged with patrolling 12.5
million acres. Walk any road in the de-
sert and you will see BLM closure signs
with scars from the brodie-makers en-
circling nearly every one. The ORV
scars will last decades. Tracks from Gen-
eral Patton’s practice tank raids are still
visible after 45 years. The tracks of
wagons supplying early Death Valley
area mining camps are still seen after
nearly 100 years.

EF! demands that the federal govern-
ment no longer allow the abuse of the
California deserts by ORVers. This no-
ORV policy will be a starting point for
the elimination of these machines from
all public lands in the US.

GRAZING: In California Deserts Na-
tional Park, equal priority would be
given to all native forms of life. The Park
would eliminate domestic grazers. Cat-
tle, sheep, and goats have never been
integral parts of a desert ecosystem.
This has been graphically shown
throughout the world. Cattle damage
is apparent throughout the California
deserts, particularly at the East Mojave
National Scenic Area, Hunter Moun-
tain, and Coyote Canyon where the
BLM has used helicopters to try to
eliminate the beasts from Bighorn
habitat. The East Mojave, home to the
increasingly rare Desert Bighorn, is so
overrun by cows that there is virtually
no place one can go without experienc-
ing the smell and flies left by cattle.
On Hunter Mountain (the area ranked
second in Wilderness potential of all CA
WSAs under consideration) the BLM
has spent tens of thousands of dollars
and countless labor hours to “improve”
the range on one allotment for one
rancher and less than 200 cows!

In much of the CDCA, grazing is the
most environmentally detrimental ac-
tivity taking place. Yet the BLM man-
agement plan calls for an increase of
479,039 acres of public land for use as
perennial, ephemeral, or perennial/
ephemeral range. This would make 40%
of the public land within the CDCA
some type of grazing allotment. Range
improvements planned include 327
miles of fence, 220 miles of water
pipeline, 61 wells, 58 spring develop-
ments, 29 catchments, and 153 troughs.
These improvements would benefit 67
ranchers. Few, if any, of these ranchers
depend upon their ranching operation
as their only source of income. No Sav-
ory placebos or reductions in numbers
will help these arid desert areas. The
only solution is the elimination of all
domestic grazing from public lands
within the California deserts.

ROADS, POWER CORRIDORS,
RAIL LINES, ETC: For the present,
paved roads would, with a few excep-
tions, remain open to legitimate uses.
Roads to remain intact would include
1-15, 1-40, 1-10, I-8, and highways 95,
14, 395, 86, 62, 127, 190, and 78. How-

ever, many of the lesser used or ecolog- -

ically devastating roads would be al-
lowed to begin their inevitable demise.
We recommend that this be referred to
as the “Pot Holes Plan” for reclaiming
roads in WRAs. These roads would be
allowed to disintegrate and begin life
anew as trails, wagon roads, or mere
remnants of an uncaring civilization.

EF! accepts the concept of historical
roads. The history of the desert, in ad-
dition to its natural diversity, should be
preserved. However, the historical
roads would provide access by historical
means. Foot, horse, oxen, and mules
were the means of travel used by the
Indians, early settlers, and explorers.
Let the roads now open because of their
historical significance remain open, but
only to those willing to experience his-
tory through living it. Why debase our
colorful history by allowing it to be
crushed by some Japanese manufac-
tured play toy? Leave the history in the
Anza Trail, the Mojave Road, and the
Nadeau Road.

Roads that remain would serve as
power transmission corridors as well as
vehicle corridors. All power, phone, gas,
and utility lines would be incorporated
into the vehicle corridors. These cables,
pipelines, and their accompanying
roads are now found throughout the
CDCA. Incorporating these facilities
with the major roads would serve to
make them cheaper to maintain, and
would lessen the chance of these blights
falling prey to vandals.

Active rail systems would remain
open, but with modifications. Railroads
traversing otherwise wild sections of
this Park would be converted to the
form of propulsion that is least ecolog-
ically destructive. These lines, such as
the track now dividing the Eastern
Mojave National Scenic Area, would be
converted to electricity to reduce noise
and air pollution within the Park. Trains
providing access to otherwise remote
areas would have scheduled stops and
would pick up and drop off backpackers,
school groups, and others all along their
path. This would benefit the dying
towns along the lines. Railroad stations
such as the Kelso Depot might become
visitor centers and administration
areas. Railroad tracks created for the
express purpose of accessing large
mines (e.g., the track that runs between
Ripley and Rice, or the Eagle Mountain

Mining Railroad) would be removed and

the beds converted to hiking trails.
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN
OVERFLIGHTS: One of the biggest
threats to the tranquillity of the Califor-
nia deserts is the noise of military air-
craft. This deserts have 3,000,000 acres
of military reservation, yet this is far
less than what the military uses. The

Navy, Marines, Air Force, and Army -

believe that the California deserts exist
for use as their private air park. These
pilots constantly violate the sanctity of
Death Valley and Joshua Tree National
Monuments — areas legally off-limits

to them. They have informal clubs of

pilots who have flown below sea level
through Death Valley. They mock-strafe

rovidence
unsuspecting civilians. Military 50
caliber bullets have been found in Death
Valley, within half a mile of a public
campground. Pilots have repeatedly
broken windows and caused emotional
stress in desert communities. Rumor
suggests that military personnel have
landed helicopters at historic mining
towns in the Inyo Mountains and sacked
them of all valuable artifacts. Many of
these sites are located in such rugged
terrain that removal of the artifacts can
only be accomplished by helicopter.

These activities must be stopped. The
military would be restricted to air space
above the three million acres already
set aside for them. This would save mil-
lions of US taxpayers’ dollars in fuel
costs alone (jets consume several
thousand dollars worth of fuel per
hour).

Civilian aircraft also invade the de-
serts. These planes land on fragile dry
lake beds causing damage to unique for-
mations such as the Race Track in Death
Valley. Many opponents of the Cranston
bill who want more roads point out, as
a justification for roads, that — because
of their remoteness — dry lakes are
used for landing and transfer points by
smugglers. To avoid problems now pre-
valent in Grand Canyon and Yosemite
National Parks, the Earth First! pro-
posal would require all military aircraft
and commerecial jets to maintain an al-
titude of at least 20,000 feet above
ground level, the only exception being
for aircraft landing or taking off at
nearby airports. This flight restriction,
coupled with the complete closure of
most access roads, would virtually
eliminate the smuggling problem at re-
mote lake beds.

MINING AND MINERAL EXPLO-
RATION: All mining within the new
Park would be phased out. Several of
the now producing mines (12 are now
producing) would be excluded from the
Park. This would occur with the stipu-
lation that all visual, noise, and olfac-
tory pollution be eliminated. All old (not
working) mining claims held by corpora-
tions or individuals would be rehabili-
tated by those claims holders, whether
or not they are responsible for the dis-
turbance. All claims within the Deserts
National Park would have a validity as-

_ sessment completed within the first
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year of Park designation. According to
reputable sources, this would eliminate
at least 90% of claims within the Califor-
nia Desert. EF! would demand a Con-
gressional investigation of information
garnered from the inspection of all
claims, and repeal, based thereon, of
the outdated 1872 Mining Act.

Due to the many sand and gravel
mines within the CDCA (90% of all new
mines are sand and gravel operations),
EF! proposes that displaced miners be
offered jobs recycling sand and gravel
from roadways and rail lines closed by
creation of the Park. This would allow
them to earn pay and provide a useful
service. These road rehabilitation proj-
ects could be treated like timber sales;
each contractor could bid on the sale,
and the winner would have the right to
dismantle the road and sell the sorted
and cleaned rock. Pursuant to the per-
mit to disassemble roads, the contrac-
tor would issue big money bonds to be
returned upon the complete destruction
of the roads. The roads would be re-
turned to as nearly a natural condition
as is possible.

The California deserts area is one of
the most highly prospected places on
Earth. Although mineral potential is
often cited as a reason against Wilder-
ness, this potential is rarely developed.
If indeed that potential were real, these
mines would be booming. People believ-
ing that there is unlimited money to be
gained below the desert surface delude
themselves.

The mining industry has left an in-
teresting history on the land. To meet
the interest in capturing mining history,
EF'! proposes that the federal govern-
ment purchase the deserted town of
Eagle Mountain. This town could be
converted to a living history exhibit (Na-
tional Scar Site) showing this company
town in all its devastating glory. The
few people who were too poor or dis-
abled to leave Eagle Mountain when it
was abandoned would be offered jobs
as part of the living history program.

HUMAN EXCLOSURE: EF! pro-
poses the ultimate in human unselfish-
ness — the first federally mandated
Human Exclosure Area. This area will
consist of the Clark Mountains and all
surrounding bajada, fan, and basin

continued on page 20
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Color the Grand Canyon
Threatened

by Dan Dagget

After the last round of demos and
arrests at Grand Canyon National Park,
more people than ever know about the
uranium mining assault on the Grand
Canyon and the remote lands surround-
ing it. All over the US, people have read
about the issue in publications from
Earth First! to The New York Times.

So where’s the action? The BLM and
the Kaibab National Forest are turning
the Canyon region over to the nuke min-
ers while refusing to look at the ecolog-
ical issues. The National Park Service,
which at one time expressed the same
concerns as Earth First!, has become
quiet due to orders from higher up.

Along the polluted banks of the
Potomae, the uranium mining issue has
not caught fire as has another contro-
versy that currently buzzes over what
legislators and bureaucrats call “the
Flagship of America’s national park
system.” While Congress and the fed-
eral bureaucracies move toward doing
at least something minimal about the
aircraft noise that plagues the Canyon,
they still turn a deaf ear to the uproar
over the mines.

The collision of two aircraft over
Crystal Rapids, and the death of the
25 passengers aboard, no doubt contri-
buted to the amount of attention paid
to the noise issue. It forced that contro-
versy into national headlines and
supplied the impetus needed for a Con-
gress that likes to work in the spotlight. -
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California Desert
Continued from page 19

lands, and will extend north to include
the Kingston Mountains. These 450,000
acres (located in the proposed Wilder-
ness section #12) would be closed to all
human entry for at least 50 years. It is
time we let Mother Nature do her own
work. The land surrounding this exclo-
sure would be managed as Wilderness,
thereby creating a buffer zone to pro-
tect the integrity of the Exclosure.

We recognize the special challenges
that an area like this would pose. How-
ever, many land managers within the
Park system would enjoy such chal-
lenges. Land-use professionals should
deal with provocative problems, instead
of being reduced to political lackeys for
mining, grazing, and big business in-
terests. The National Park Service was
once the world’s standard bearer for
land management agencies. Recogniz-
ing that there are priorities higher than
concessions, motor homes, and political
pandering would help the NPS regain
some of its luster.

STATE AND PRIVATE LANDS: All
lands now under the jurisdiction of the
State of California would remain so.
This would include Picacho State Park,
Red Rock Canyon, Anza-Borrego, and
Providence Mountain State Park. Pri-
vate lands within the borders of the Na-
tional Park would be acquired by trade
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Yet a coalition headed by Representa-
tive Tony Coelho (D, CA) and then-Rep-
resentative John McCain (R, AZ) was
well on the way to doing something
about the noise anyway.

So, why has there been so much talk
but so little action on what many en-
vironmentalists consider a more serious
problem? Perhaps a clue was given at
a recent exchange in Flagstaff between
Arizona’s new senator, John McCain,
and Mary Sojourner of Canyon Under
Siege. Sojourner asked why Congress
in general, and McCain in particular,
wasn’t doing anything about the mines.
McCain’s answer was that there are just
six mines operating near the Canyon
and only a few more proposed. Six 20-
acre mine sites in an area of millions
of acres; what’s the problem?

It’s not surprising that McCain and
many others think that way. Articles
about the issue are usually accompanied
by a map showing eight or ten dots vir-
tually lost in an immense, apparently
secure expanse of undisturbed territ-
ory. Since people absorb pictures much
better than they do words, no matter
what the scripts of those articles say,
their message is hopelessly diluted by
the contradiction posed by those decep-
tive little maps. What the hell are all
these people yelling about? A few little
dots in an area that big?

You and I know there’s a lot more to
it than that. We need a way to show
what we know, with pictures instead of

and/or purchase. Lands now controlled
by the federal government that are close
to State Park lands would be traded to
the State Parks to be managed as State
Park Wilderness Areas. This would add
vital land to the California State Park
system.

ALABAMA HILLS: Although not
close to other State Parks, the Alabama
Hills area is a good example of lands
needing more protection. These hills,
mismanaged by the BLM, are located
just west of Lone Pine. They cover less
than 19,000 acres, but the bajada areas
that connect them to the eastern side
of the Sierra Nevada should be pro-
tected as well. These connecting
bajadas provide migration routes and
grazing areas for deer, Bighorn Sheep,
and Elk (not native to this area; due to
habitat decimation in the San Joaquin
Valley they were translocated to the
Owens Valley in the 1930s to save them
from extirpation). Cattle grazing in
these areas should be eliminated.

The plant community within the
Alabama Hills is a mix between the
Great Basin sagebrush serub and the
Mojave Desert Creosote serub. No one
plant seems to be dominant. The annu-
als can be spectacular, including many
mid-elevation desert plants.

Our proposal would leave open the
two main access roads — Mt. Whitney
Road, bisecting the hills asit heads west
into the Sierra Nevada; and Movie
Road, which winds through the hills in

is happening, a map which shows the
50,000 claims that have been filed on
almost 1.25 million acres of land. Put-
ting together such a map would be no
small chore. Not surprisingly, the fed-
eral agencies in charge of managing the
lands where the nuke mining boom is
in process have no such map available
(if they did, they might make more in-
telligent decisions.) But in response to
requests from environmentalists, they
did whip together a couple of rough ver-
sions. The map with this article is a com-
posite of those maps. Information for
it was supplied by BLM officials at St.
George, Utah, Cloyd Swap and Holly
Roberts; and a planner from the Super-
visor’s Office of the Kaibab National
Forest in Williams, Arizona.

The threatening gray stain — loom-
ing just outside the protective bound-
aries of Grand Canyon National Park,
Lake Mead National Recreation Area,
Grand Canyon Game Preserve (identi-
cal with the north portion of the Kaibab
National Forest), and the Havasupai
and Paiute Indian Reservations — rep-
resents the areas of concentrated
uranium claims on federal lands. Ac-
cording to Rob Roudabush, Area Man-
ager for the Arizona Strip District of
the BLM, between 75 and 90% of the
claims on BLM land are within this
stain.

No one looking at this map needs a
magnifying glass to see the threat
uranium mining poses to the Grand Can-
yon ecosystem. Those who say the huge
area of claims concentrations is not an
accurate measure of that threat, be-
cause it does not indicate how many
mines will actually open, should con-
sider a few points: The stain on this map
has already devoured 670,000 acres of
roadless area that were considered for
Wilderness protection. It would have
also gobbled up the northern portion of
the Kaibab National Forest (Grand Can-
yon Game Preserve) were it not for the
efforts of the Arizona Wildlife Federa-
tion and the Forest Service (why aren’t
they doing such a good job on the south-
ern portion?), who went to court to-
gether to keep mining out. That stain
would also have spread over 700,000
acres of the Lake Mead National Recre-
ation Area were it not for a law suit by
the Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund.
And it would have spread over several
thousand acres of land belonging to the
State of Arizona if those lands had not
been made off limits to uranium mining
by former Governor Bruce Babbitt’s
Land Commissioner, Bob Lane.
Rather than exaggerating the threat

a north/south direction. All other spur
roads and connector routes would be
closed, obliterated, and the closures
enforced.

EF! proposes that the Alabama Hills
be given to the California State Park
System to be protected as a unique geo-
logical formation and plant community.
There are five campgrounds nearby, in-
cluding one BLM campground. We pro-
pose that this be turned over to the
State Park System, as the BLM has
not maintained it. The campground
could provide the State Park with rev-
enue so that emphasis could be on pres-
ervation and education/interpretation.

Marked trails would not be necessary,
except as needed to protect vegetation
from human intrusion, and except
perhaps for one interpretative trail to
educate the public about plants within
this unique community. There would be
no development within the Park.

MANAGEMENT OF CALIFOR-
NIA DESERT NATIONAL PARK:
The Earth First! proposal would reduce
the bureaucratic in-fighting now occur-
ring over the management of the de-
sert. Our proposal would simplify man-
agement by placing all lands now held
by the BLM under the National Park
Service. Unlike the Cranston bill, our
proposal would place federal lands
under one agency, with 33 separate
Wilderness Areas. Cranston’s bill offers
more bureaucratic headaches by propos-
ing to leave 82 Wildernesses under the
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to the Canyon region, this map presents
an extremely conservative picture.
When asked how much of the land on
the Arizona strip was claimed that was
not protected within a Park or Wilder-
ness or some such designated area, or
wasn't too steep, or didn’t have the right
geology, Holly Roberts of the BLM
said, “All of it.” Rob Roudabush said
the reason some areas weren’t included
within the claims concentration bound-
aries was that those areas just weren’t
suitable for uranium prospecting. In
such areas, either the rock strata that
contains the uranium has eroded away
or it is covered with lava or other de-
posits that make it impossible to detect
the collapsed caves that hold the
uranium.

BLM, while creating three new Na-
tional Parks. Cranston’s plan would
create situations like that in Yellow-
stone and other National Parks, where
the development mentality is forever
encroaching on Park boundaries.
Ironically, the very interests that
long decried the existence of the BLM
(i.e., miners, ORVers, and sagebrush
rebels) now find themselves backing the
BLM; while the BLM has embraced
these same groups that have caused
them their biggest problems. Illegal
mining is rampant, over-stocking graz-
ing allotments is common, destruction
of federal property and ORV tracks
bypassing BLM closed area signs is a
normal sight. Yet the BLM is fighting
this Cranston proposal on the side of
the despoilers. Why? Only BLM head
Bob Burford can answer such questions.
EF'! could be called anything but rad-
ical for supporting the National Park
Service; since unfortunately, the NPS
is suffering from many of the same polit-
ical problems found within all the re-
source agencies now managed by
Reagan appointees. However, we feel
that with a push in the right direction,
and due to the NPS preservation man-
date, the NPS could avoid the multiple
abuse syndrome now running amuck
within the BLM and the Forest Service.
The Earth First! proposal calls for a
National Park to be managed from a
plan giving the highest priority to all
native beings on a just and equal basis.



Grand Canyon

Actions Upcoming
The Earth First! and Canyon Under
Siege campaign to save the Grand Canyon
area frem the onslaught of uranium min-
ing corporations will, hopefully, reach
triumphal heights this summer. Since

ins : the arrest of the Canyon 8 in March at

Her mit KO'Bﬁ“b -~ eo Mme Jf gi?g Grand Canyon National Park, the cam-

Riiin ; North paign has consisted mainly of letter-
o2 ) \\6 writing and research. Bob Lippman has
Ly : \] Karbab /Vaf/ona/ kindly negotiated so effectively with

Hcck’ officials that the 8 have thus far faced
no jail sentences and no fines. However,
it appears that $200 fines are imminent,
so EF! Arizona welcomes contributions
to help pay these fines and to fund
future Canyon actions.

It is now time to strengthen our attack
against those who would despoil the
Canyon area — Energy Fuels Nuclear,
Pathfinders, and other energy corpora-
tions; and the BLM and Forest Service
(and, arguably, the National Park Ser-
vice). Dan Dagget’s map and article aim
to coax us back into radical action, and
to show us where action is needed. In-
deed, as you read this, Earth First! com-
rades, informed by Dan’s map, may be
languishing behind bars for their part
in protests — possibly involving CD —
against uranium mining on the North
Rim, to be held on June 30 or there-
abouts. At the Rendezvous we will plan
Tas 4 . massive protests — during which some,
T e no doubt, will commit CD — against

2 = mining on the North Rim and probably
the South Rim as well. Please join
Earth First! and Canyon Under Siege
to stop the siege.
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Indian Lands

With the above points in mind, we
can speculate about the South Rim.
There we see almost no gray stain, but
that does not mean the land is safe. It
merely means that, for the South Rim,
information is even harder to obtain
than it was for the North Rim. Because
most of the land on the South Rim is
owned by someone other than the fed-
eral ‘government, the public doesnt
have access to information about its
status. Private landowners need not
post claims, to inform the public, on min-
eral deposits that they own. The State
of Arizona, which owns much of the land
just south of the Havasupai Reserva-
tion, has no easily accessible alternative
to the claiming process; and Indian
tribes don’t have to tell environmen-
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This Park would eliminate roads,
campgrounds, and other facilities that
adversely affect native species. Any
new development would be undertaken
with full public disclosure and input,
and would undergo strenuous review
within the context of the “just and
equal” clause in the management plan.
The California Deserts National Park
would be a no compromise Park. It
would set a precedent for a land man-
agement ethic based on Leopold’s land
ethic. As Aldo Leopold said, “In short,
a land ethic changes the role of Homo
sapiens from conqueror of the land-com-
munity to plain member and citizen of
it. It implies respect for his fellow-mem-
bers, and also respect for the commu-
nity as such.”
WHAT YOU CAN LEGALLY DO:
Write — urging support of the
Earth First! 17 million acre California
Desert National Park proposal — to
the following: your US senators and
representatives (senators, Senate,
Wash., DC 20510; representatives,
House of Representatives, DC 20515),
Congresspersons from California
(same addresses), Bob Burford (Direc-
tor of BLM, Interior Dept., DC
20242), and to newspapers.

Feral Curmudgeon is a desert rat
* from southern California.
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Map by Helen Wilson based on map by Dan Dagget.

talists what they intend to do with their
lands. Almost our only source of infor-
mation regarding the lands south of the
Canyon are observations like those of
Roudabush. Using those observations,
we' can figure that if there’s a chance a
piece of South Rim land has uranium
on it and there’s a way to find that
uranium, then someone is probably in-
terested in it and it ought to be stained
gray. That rule applies to nearly all the
land from west of Highway 89 to the
Grand Wash Cliffs, from north of the
volcanic fields that stretch along 1-40
to the Havasupai Reservation bound-
ary. With the exception of the lands of
the Havasupai, who are fighting the
mines to save their religion, you can
color much of the land along the South

Wolverine...
Continued from page 27

1 said, “You're rotten.

You're a thief!”

He said, “Oh don't be angry.”
Let’s be friends. I've changed
Sorthe better. I'll get you a new wife.”

“Will she be fat?” I asked.

“No,” he said.

All this talk confused me.

I almost did not want

to jump on him anymore

and fight.

Suddenly, he threw off his face
and fur skin. It was my wife!
“Wolverine sent me! Ha!” she said.
Then she ran back

into the woods forever.

So, EFlers, as you follow that trap—
line with your beans and prunes, think
of our friend, Wolverine. Here’s to the
day he returns to Pennsylvania.

G. Immer lurks in the Northwoods
of New Hampshire, where he is, rumor
suggests, self-employed in the art of
transforming traplines into craplines.

Rim with that same malignant gray
stain. Keep this map handy, to update
as new information comes in.

So, now that we ean skip 1000 words
that were a jumble of confusing statis-
ties anyway, and use a simple picture
to make the point that uranium mining
is a real threat to the Grand Canyon;
I expect we’ll hear far fewer people say,
“But it’s only a few mines.” And if the
map is not enough, a slide show is avail-
able (see article this issue) that makes
the point even more obvious — the
Grand Canyon is under siege, and only
we can help.

Dan Dagget is a environmental re-
searcher and writer, and a leader of
Canyon Under Siege.

Letters . . .

Continued from page 26

not more, as the creatures living in
a forest far away. Mother Earth is
everywhere.

—Helen, Tucson

EF! Friends,

Thank you for publishing the informa-
tion about the horrendous plan to rail
skiers into Tuckerman’s Ravine. I en-
close a copy of the letter I wrote to
Governor Sununu (Sonewnuke; he has
supported the Seabrook — Seabroke —
nuke, another fiasco). :

I lived in the White’s until 11 years
ago. I had hoped to have my ashes
spread on Mt. Washington. Each day I
could see (or at least feel) that majestic
mountain and I felt blessed to have
grown up in its presence. I spent my
childhood playing in those woods which
are ravaged now by the accoutrements
of tourism — roads, condos, malls, ete.

Southern and Central New Hampshire
are examples of what NOT to do.
Tourism is NOT a clean industry. It is
NOT good for the residents of an area.
It changes the whole character of a
town. A sense of community is not pos-
sible. I know, I used to live there.

—Susan  Meeker-Lowry, Editor,
CATALYST: Investing in Social Change
(POB 364, Worcester, VT 05682)

Slide Show on
Grand Canyon
Mines Available

by Dan Dagget

A multimedia program depicting the
problems of uranium mining on public
lands near Grand Canyon National Park
is available to Earth First!, thanks to
a photo-journalism student at Northern
Arizona University. Blake Spalding pro-
duced the show with the help of EF!,
Canyon Under Siege, and the Plateau
Group of the Sierra Club. Spalding’s
production combines music and narra-
tion with a 15-minute, two projector
slide show. She says the purpose of the
show is to educate viewers and to enlist
people in the campaign to oppose the
mines.

The show was produced with the
cooperation of famous Canyon photo-
chroniclers including John Running and
Terry Eiler. The script was written by
Ms. Spalding, Mary Sojourner, and my-
self. The show will be available to
groups either as slides or as a video
after July 1. To reserve the show, con-
tact Canyon Under Siege, POB 434,
Flagstaff, AZ 86002 (602-779-3164).
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Dear Dave:

Chear up! Our opponents in the fight
to preserve the earth often provide us
with exquisite humor in the form of con-:
voluted rationalizations. For example,
Hank Deutsch, spokesperson for the US
Forest (Dis) Service, defend