
 

 
 

 
         
 
 
Suggested citation: Foreman, Dave, et al., eds., Earth First! 6, no. 5 (1 May 1986). 

Republished by the Environment & Society Portal, Multimedia Library. 
http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6869 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
All rights reserved. The user may download, preserve and print this material only for private,  
research or nonprofit educational purposes. The user may not alter, transform, or build upon 
this material. 
 
 
The Rachel Carson Center's Environment & Society Portal makes archival materials openly 
accessible for purposes of research and education. Views expressed in these materials  
do not necessarily reflect the views or positions of the Rachel Carson Center or its partners. 

http://www.environmentandsociety.org/node/6869


EAR H FIRST! 
BELTANE EDITION 

May 1, 1986 Vol. VI, No. V 
THE RADICAL ENVIRONMENTAL JOURNAL TWO DOLLARS 

Earth First! Proposes 16 Million 
Acres ofWilderness for Utah BLM 

The State of Utah contains one of the 
most enthralling displays of primitive 
landscapes on Earth. Alt hough Utah 
has a t:elatively large percentage of its 
federal land in National Parks and Na­
tional Forests, much of the most spec­
tacular, biotically important, and pris­
tine wilderness is managed by the 
Bureau of Land Management (ELM). 
And in few other places in the United 
States is so much wildness under at­
tack. 

Em'th First! has focused on the wild 
and threatened BLM lands of Utah on 
several occasions. The BLM's wilder­
ness review process is now coming to a 
d i max and your input in strong support 
of a visionary Wilderness preservation 
plan is essential. The Utah Wilderness 
Alliance is recommending that 3.8 mil­
lion acres of BLM lands in Utah be rec­
ommended to Congress for Wilderness 
designation. They say that their pro­
posal is a pragmatic, politically feasible 
and defensible one. In other words, they 
have made many compromises already. 
The Sierra Club, Wilderness Society, 
Southern Utah Wilderness Association 
and other groups are proposing that 5 
million acres of ELM land be designated 
as Wilderness. This proposal is good as 
far as it goes, but is still mired in the 
desire to appear "credible," to play the 
Wilderness game by the rules estab­
lished by the BLM (actually by Exxon, 
the San Juan County Commission, the 
livestock industry, and off-road-vehicle 
dolts). There is little vision in this pro­
posal as well. 

But the vision is there. In the land. 
The redrock canyons, stone arches, 
hanging gardens of delight, restful 
copses of cottonwoods beside desert 
pools, vast empty silence-filled basins 
and ranges, and thundering rivers have 

all the magic, all the dreams one could 
ever desire. They deserve better than 
business as usual, better than acquies­
cence in the legitimization of roads that 
never should have been built, better 
than collaboration with t he storm t roop­
ers of industrial tyranny. It is time that 
we as conservationists reached back to 
the mythic figures of modern conserva­
t ion - Bob Marshall and Aldo Leopold 
- who proposed a 9 million acre Wilder-­
ness National Park in southern Utah in 
1938. It is time we respond to the BLM's 
wilderness review not with carefully 
crafted polit ical pragmatism, but with 
the love and pain this surrealistic land~ 
scape inflicts in our eyes, hearts, and 
feet. With the sorrow and passion found 
in the writings of Edward Abbey. 

We have tried to devise a visionary 
Wilderness proposal for the ELM lands 
of Utah. We are sending it to ELM and 
we urge you to write in support of it to 
ELM. After ELM issues its final Wilder­
ness recommendation, the Utah Con­
gressional Delegation, with all the wis­
dom, thoughtfulness and judgment of a 
Sherman tank, will begin jerking an en­
tirely inadequate bill through Con­
gress. At that time, the EF! proposal 
should be complete and we will need to 
organize strong slippport for it in letters 
to Congress and through other actions. 
Stay tuned. The battle for Utah should 
be as hard-fought as that for the Alaska 
Lands Bill. 

A list of areas and acreages in the 
Earth First! proposal follows, but sev­
eral of the areas deserve highlighting. 

*ESCALANTE - We propose a 
3,000,000 acre Wilderness in one unit 
here, including the Henry Mountains, 

· Waterpocket Fold, Circle Cliffs, Es­
calante Canyons, Kaiparowits Plateau, 
Smoky Mountain, Wahweap Canyon, 

Somewhere in the Escalante. Photo by Dave Foreman. 

upper Paria River, and Pink Cliffs. In 
addition to BLM land, this internation­
ally significant Wilderness proposal in­
cludes portions of Capitol Reef National 
Park, Glen Canyon National Recreation 
Area, Bryce Canyon National Park, and 
the Dixie National Forest. Roads to be 
closed include the Burr Trail and the 
Hole in the Rock road. 

* DEATH HOLLOW/AQUARIUS 
PLATEAU -This 750,000 acre Wilder­
ness is primarily made up of Dixie Na­
tional Forest land including Boulder 
Mountain and the lake-studded subal­
pine Aquarius Plateau, as well as BLM's 

' Phipps/Death Hollow WSA. It includes 
a small already-designated Wilderness 
Area. 

* WESTERN DESERT - We pro­
pose several large areas in Utah's Great 
Basin which will require the closure of 
a variety of di1t roads. Too often conser­
vationists give short shrift to the au­
stere empty spaces of western Utah. 
Outstanding huge Wildernesses can be 
designated here. 

* CANYONLANDS - This extraor­
dinary area of 2,500,000 acres includes 
Canyonlands National Park and por­
tions of Glen Canyon National Recre­
ation Area, and the Manti-LaSal Na­
tional Forest (including a small Dark 
Canyon Wilderness Area). Features are 
the Dirty Devil River, the Maze, the 
Needles, Cataract Canyon, Dark Can-

continued on page 4 

Earth First! Recovery Plan for the · Grizzly 
"The real value of this battle to save 

the grizzly isn't so much to save the bear. 
Because if we're going to succeed, we're 
iwt going to do it by changing the bear 
to meet our needs. For the first time in 
our relatively short human history 
we're going to have to bend to accomo­
date the animal. That's good news for 
mankind. I think the attitude that will 
facilitate preservation of the grizzly is 
basically one that comes from the model 
of the natural world, a model based on 
tolerance, humility, and a reverence for 
l~fe." (Doug Peacock, from an interview 
to be published in Defenders.) 

In January of 1986, some fifteen 
Earth First!ers, including sympathetic 
wildlife biologists, met in the southern 
Bitterroot Valley to develop a com­
prehensive Earth First! Grizzly Bear 
Recovery Plan. Following is an outline 
of that draft proposal. Your comments 
are eagerly solicited before we refine 
this proposal. After finalizing the pro­
posal, it will be published with maps 
and photographs as a special four-page 
insert to Earth First!. At least ten 
thousand extra copies of the tabloid will 
be printed for further distribution. In 
additi()n to the resentation of a com-

prehensive recovery proposal, Earth 
First! will undertake a coordinated edu­
cation/legal/direct action campaign to 
stop the destruction of GRIZ where curr 
rently present and to reintroduce GRIZ 
where currently extirpated. Send your 
comments on this proposal, notice of 
your interest in assisting the EF! 
Grizzly Bear Task Force in any way, and 
your urgently needed contributions to: 
Earth First! Grizzly Bear Task Force, 
POB 7572, Missoula; MT 59807. 

Grizzly Bears are declining in the 
·Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and the 
Northern Continental Divide Grizzly 
Bear Ecosystem, all but extirpated in 
several other ecosystems, and totally 
absent in many other undeveloped re­
gions. The Earth First! Grizzly Bear 
Task Force recommends the following 
comprehensive recovery plan: 

Two major ecosystems and potential 
recovery areas 

1. Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 
2. Glacier/Bob Marshall Ecosystem 

(Northern Continental Divide Grizzly 
Bear Ecosystem) 

3. Potential reintroduction areas 

The Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem 
Grizzly Bear Recovery Plan 

1. Grizzly Bears are an endangered 
species in the lower 48 states and will 
be re-classified from a Threatened 
species to an Endangered species. 

2. Road Closures. 
a) Fishing Bridge to Canyon - closed 

and rehabilitated. 
b) Ashton, Idaho, to Flagg Ranch-

closed and rehabilitated. 
c) Tower Junction to Norris Junction 

- closed and rehabilitated. 
d) Outside the Park only main arte­

rials will remain open for access. All 
local and collector roads will be closed. 

3. Transportation. 
a) Complete prohibition of all private 

vehicles within the Park. 
b) Non-polluting mass transit (free 

shuttle bus system like that in Denali 
National Park in Alaska) - funds pro­
vided by contracts between the Park 
Service and Park concessionaires. 

c) All off-road vehicle (ORV) use -
including snowmobiles - within the 
Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem will be 
prohibited. 

d) Foot travel only in the Park's back­
country - no horses. 

4. Elimination and removal of 
facilities and structures. 

a) Removal of Fishing Bridge, Grant 
Village, and the Jackson Dam (natural 
water level restored) and rehabilitation 
of the sites. 

b) Ban on construction of any new 
facilities. The only overnight facilities 
within the Park will be the Old Faithful 
Inn and Roosevelt Lodge. · 

5. Complete protection, including for­
mal Wilderness designation, of all 
Forest Service, ELM, and Park Service 
roadless lands within the Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. 

a) Elimination of all sheep. grazing 
allotments within the Greater Yellow­
stone Ecosystem. 

continued on page 4 
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Around the Campfire· 

By the time -you read this, I will be 
happily sauntering along the trails, can­
yons and ridges of the Blue Range 
Primitive Area in Arizona on a ten-day­
long walk. I hope you're planning to hit 
the trail for a long visit back home to 
the Big Outside this summer. Step out­
side right now, look at the sky, a flower, 
a tree - anything not concrete or plas­
tic - and ask yourself if there is any 
valid reason not to go home in the next 
couple of months and listen to what the 
aspens or bear tracks have to say. Howie 
can't get out of his cage for three 
months. You can. 

I've had an inspiring first fo~r months 
of 1986 - some 20 speeches from Seat­
tle to Pennsylvania, East Texas to San 
Diego, addressing everything from 
wealthy prep schools and the Tucson 
Rotary Club to the California State 
Park Rangers Convention and Friends 
of the River. It did my heart good to 
hear all those howls out there. 

We've certainly gathered up the 
media coverage the last several months, 
too. NBC did four-and-a-half minutes 
on Earth First! on the Nightly News 
this spring and followed that up the next 
week with a debate . between me and 
Montana Congressman Pat Williams on 
the Today Show hosted by Jane Pauley. 
The ABC affiliate in Phoenix did a four­
part series on Earth First! as well. De­
spite an emphasis on the wild and 
woolly aspects of Earth First! (ie, mon­
keywrenching), I thought we received 
relatively fair and balanced coverage 
(certainly better than the hatchet job 
The Wall Street Journal did last winter 
- but then think of all the nightmares 
that article caused guilt-ridden Fred­
dies). 

Of course the media likes to focus on 
monkeywrenching more than on t'he 
less-sensational side of Earth First!. It's 
up to us - the active participants of 
Earth First! groups, and writers for this 
newspaper - to continue to emphasize 
the equally-important but less spine­
tingling part of our broad movement. 
Two of the best individuals in Earth 
First! at doing this are George Wuer­
thner and Reed Noss. The clearest vise 
ion and finest practical & theoretical 
creativity in the envir.onmental move­
ment is in the pages of Earth First! and 
is · frequently penned by these two 
ecological scientists. George and Reed 
are responsible for two of the most im­
portant articles ever presented in these 
pages which we are proud to present 
this issue - a grand design for 'a great 
ecosystem preserve where the Rockies 
meet the Plains in Montana, and an 
equally grand design to recreate a vast 
forest wilderness in the heart of the de­
ciduous forest biome in the Ohio Valley. 
Speaking of big wilderness, the most 

. important wilderness issue of the year 
may be the BLM's draft proposal for 
Utah Wilderness. If you write only one 
letter . this year on natural diversity, 
make it to BLM in support of the Earth 
First! 16 million acre Utah Wilderness 
proposal. See the article in this issue 
for details. 

Two other essays well worth digest­
ing in this issue are by the controversial 
and provocative Tom Stoddard, and by 
the brilliant author of Tlie Parable of 
the Tribes, Andrew Bard Schmookler. 
Stoddard challenges the sacred cows of 
bleeding-heart humanists as he discus­
ses the famine ·in Ethiopia. Schmookler 
challenges a sacred cow of many Earth 

Page 2 Earth First! May 1, 1986 

First!ers in questioning whether anar­
chy is a worthy goal. 

But let's not completely forget the 
lurid aspects of Earth First!. Howie 
Wolke continues to pace the floor of his 
cage in the Sublette County Jail like a 
captured California Grizzly waiting to 
fight a dozen bulls in an afternoon. Un­
fortunately for Howie, that afternoon 
will be a long time coming. The cocky 
little justice of the peace who sent 
Howie to the box for six months for pul­
ling up survey stakes has grandly an­
nounced that he will not be swayed by · 
the many letters calling for Howie's 
early release. By the time you read this, 
however, Howie will have done qver half 
of his sentence. From all reports, he is 
holding up well. He asked me to ·thank 
all of you who have written him and to ­
aplogize that he doesn't have time to 
answer all of your letters if he's to finish 
his book while in the Sublette Gulag. 

Like the cowboys who roped Califor­
nia Grizzlies, the little JP from Pinedale 
obviously enjoyed corralling something 
bigger and better than him. That is why 
he waited seven months (Howie was ar­
rested in June last year) to sentence 
him this February. He knew that spring 
was a crucial time for Howie to drum 
up business for his guide service, and 
that summer was the time for Howie to 
lead trips. Although Howie's friends 

FREE HOWIE 
Art work from "Free H awie" t-shirt 

by Lone Wolf Circles. 

have pitched.in with remarkable dedica­
tion to hold the office down and do a 
professional and sensitive job of guiding 
Wild Horizons Expeditions, Howie's 
business has been severely injured by 
his sentence. 

You can do two things to help Howie 
out at this difficult time and to show 
support for the defense of the wild. One 
is to buy a "Free Howie" t-shirt for $10 
from us in Tucson. See our editorial car­
toon this issue for the outstanding art 
work on the shirt done as a contribution 
to Howie by wilderness artist Lone Wolf 
Circles. (Be sure to tell us what size you 
want.) All proceeds go to the Howie 
Wolke Legal Defense Fund to help pay 
his legal bills. But even more impor­
tantly, do yourself a big favor, too. Take 
a vacation with Wild Horizons Expedi­
tions in the stunning wilderness of the 
Northern Rockies this summer. Write 
WHE, Box 2348, Jackson, WY 83001 or 
call (307)733-5343 for a free brochure. 
It will be a big help to Howie and it will 
be one of the best weeks you'll ever ex­
perience. After August 11, Howie will 
be back to leading the trips but until 
then the very capable Larry Campbell 
or Gary Steele will be acting as guides. 

See you at the Round River Rendez­
vous! 

-Dave Foreman 

SCHEDULE 

Earlh First! The Radical Environ­
mentµ/ Journal is published 8 times a 
year on the old pagan European nature 
holidays: Samhain (November 1), Yule 
(December 21 or 22), Brigid (February 
2), Eostar (March 21 or 22), Beltane 
(May 1), Litha (June 21 or 22), 
Lughnasadh (August 1), and Mabon 
(September 21 or 22). Deadlines for 
articles are three weeks before the 
cover date: October 10, December 1, 
January 10, March 1, April 10, June 1, 
July 10, and September 1. The news­
paper is mailed Third Class on the 
cover date. First Class delivery ·is 
available for $10 extra a year. Airmail 
delivery overseas is available for $20 a 
year extra. 

USUAL DISGUSTING 
PLEA FOR MONEY 

The Earth First! movement runs on· 
your financial support. We don't need 
as much· as other groups since we are 
grassroots, volunteer, decentralize~ 
and have low overhead. Moreover, you 
get to select where your hard-earned 
money goes . .Don't send your contri­
butions to this newspaper, send it 
directly to one of these hard working 
groups: 

*Earth First! Foundation, POB 86~ 
Moab, UT 84532 

(contributions to the Foundation 
are tax-deductible) 

*Colorado Earth First!, POB 1166, 
Boulder, CO 80306 

*Howie Wolke Legal Defense Fund, 
Box 7058, Jackson, WY 83001 

*Arizona Earth First!, POB 5871, 
Tucson, AZ 85703 

*Montana Earth First!, Rt. 1, ,Box 
44K, St. Ignatius, MT 59865 

*Texas Earth First!, POB 7292, Uni­
versity Station, Austin, TX 78713 

*Oregon Earth First!, POB 605, 
Joseph,· OR 97846 

*EF! Grizzly Bear Task Force, POB 
7572, Missoula, MT 59807 

*Bay Area Earth First!, POB 83, 
Canyon,' CA 94516 
This fundraising appeal is placed as a 
service to the Earth First! mavement. 
THANK YOU for your support! 

EARTH FIRST! 
Beltane Edition 
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Earth First! The Radical Environ­
mental Journal is published by Ned 
Ludd Publications and is an indepen­
dent publication within the broad Earth 
First! movement. It is not the "official" 
newsletter of the· Earth First! move­
ment. Entire contents are copyrighted 
1986, but we are pleased to allow re­
printing if credit is given, except for 
those articles, art and photos specifi­
cally copyrighted by the author, artist 
or photographer. Earth First! is a forum 
for the no-compromise environmental 
movement. Responsibility rests with 
the individual authors and correspon­
dents. The contents do not necessarily 
represent the viewpoint of this news­
paper, the Earth First! movement, local 
Earth First! groups or individual Earth 
First!ers. 

Although we do not accept the author­
ity of the hierarchical state, nothing 
herein is intended to run us afoul of its 
police power. Agents prowcateurs will 
be dealt with by the Grizzly Defense 
League on the Mirror Plateau. 

Contributions are welcomed and 
should be typed or carefully printed, 
double spaced, and sent with an SASE 
if return is requested. Art or photo­
graphs (black & white prints preferred, 
color prints or slides OK) are desirable 
to illustrate articles and essays. They 
will be returned if requested. Due to 
our tight budget, no payment is offered 
except for extra copies of the issue. 

All material should be sent to Earth 
First!, POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703, 
except for poetry which should go to 
Art Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, CO 
81435. . 

Dave Foreman, Editor & Publisher 
John Davis, Managing Editor 
Dixie Dalton, Merchandise Manager 
Leon Czolgosz, Associate Editor 
Roger Featherstone, Special Projects 
Mike Roselle, Roving Editor 
Wildcat Annie, Ely Office Manager 
Art Goodtimes, Poetry Editor 

Contributing Editors and Correspon­
dents: Bill Devall, John Seed (Australia), 
Rick Davis (Japan), Randy Hayes, Marcy 
Willow, Christoph Manes, George 
Wuerthner, Gary Steele, Skywalker, 
Coyote, Karen Pickett, Ric Bailey, Reed 
Noss, T.O. Hellenbach, Arthur Dog­
meat, Howie Wolke, Head of Joaquin, 
Robert Streeter, Chim Blea, Lone Wolf 
Circles, Wm. H. Koethke, R. F. Mueller, 
Joe Woodelf, Michelle Miller, Karen 
DeBraal, Randy Hayes. 

Contributing Artists: Canyon Frog, 
Helen Wilson, Jim Stiles, John Zaelit, 
Karen Tanner, Mike Roselle, B. von 
Alten, T.O. Hellenbach, Lone Wolf 
Circles, Mad Jack, Bill Turk. 

Contributing Photographers: David 
Cross, George Wuerthner, Howie 
Wolke, Ed Berger, Doug Peacock, Scott 
Smith. 

Mailing: Tucson Earth First! Group 

ADDRESSES 

POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703 (602)622-
1371: Letters to the Editor, Manu­
scripts, Art, Photographs, etc. for 
Earth First!; Subscriptions, Changes of 
Address, Inquiries; Merchandise Orders; 
Clippings; General Correspondence. 

POB 1008, Telluride, CO 81435 
(303)728-4301: Poetry, Correspondence 
with Art Goodtimes. 

Please send any newspaper clippings 
mentioning Earth First! or dealing 
with subjects of interests to us at POB 
5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. Clippings 
about monkeywrenching of any kind 
would also be appreciated. Thank you! 



Le.-\'+ers 
to the 
Editor 

Letters to the editor are weicomed. Lengthy letters may be 
edited for space requirement. Letters should be typed or care­
fully printed and double-spaced, using only one side of a sheet 
of paper. Be sure to indicate if you want your name and location 
to appear or if you wish to remain anonymous. Send letters to 
POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. ' 

Dear SFB, 
I am troubled by Reed Noss' letter in 

the Eostar edition. If Mr. Baker is a 
jerk, as Mr/Ms Noss implies, and a big 
enough one to want to pay for advertis­
ing in this newsletter, then let him! The 
movement needs the money. More im­
portantly, I doubt the validity of any 
cause which is not willing to recognize 
opposing views. Ideas which may not be 
in complete accord with our own may 
strengthen us by helping us cement our 
own views and be prepared for argu­
ments offered by others. And if Noss 
does not feel the plight of laboratory 
animals is important, then I suggest he/ 
she volunteer for lab tests, as the re­
sults of poisons placed in his/her eyes 
would be much more accurate than 
those obtained from a rabbit's. I'd like 
to hear what he/she has to say about 
these cruelties after that. I am tired of 
the elitist attitude subscribed to by so­
called "deep ecologists." They believe in 
the rights of other life forms only when 
THEY decide it is important. ALL 
these issues are important, including 
the unnecessary cruelties perpetrated 
by the money-hungry drug and cosmetic 
industries. 

Lastly, Noss' letter smacks of some­
thing which I greatly fear, the devil 
called "CENSORSHIP." If Noss wants 
to see only those writings which agree 
with his view, then I think perhaps he 
would be better satisfied in subscribing 
to a newsletter published by Ronald 
Reagan, as he seems to hold the same 
view of what the public has the right to 
read and hear. In the words of Voltaire, 
"I may not agree with what a man says, 
but I will defend to the death his right 
to say it." Ditto myself. 

-Wintry Sylvan 

Editor's reply: We try to operate this 
newspaper as an open forum for the 
Earth First! !Deep Eco logy movement 
and welcome a wide variety of view­
points. We are very successful in receiv­
ing that wide variety - so successful 
that our most difficult chore is winnow­
ing down the material we receive to 
what can fit into our 36 pages eight 
times a year. Space given to off-the-wall 
or non-Deep Ecological views takes 
space away from the more important 
material we receive. As editor, it's my 
final responsibility to select what is 
printed and what is not. Ron Baker has 
already been given a great deal of space 
in these pages to present views which 
many of us .feel do not fit within the 
broad parameters of Deep Ecology. In­
stead of continuing to offer his "nature 
is not perfect" hogwash, I'd much rather 
make that space available to people who 
are clearly within thf3 Earth First! 
camp, regardless of whether I agree 
with them or not. - DF 

Greetings, 
While flipping through the channels 

on my aged TV the other morning, I 
came upon the familiar face of none 
other than Dave Foreman. After my 
partner assured me it wasn't just 
another acid flashback, I watched a 
short but worthwhile encounter be­
tween Foreman, a representative from 
Montana (Pat Williams) and Jane 
Pauley. My first reaction was one of out­
rage but I soon calmed down and 
thought . . . what the hell! National 
exposure of the EF! reason for being. 
Dave was cheerful and looked out of 
place in studio 3-B with coat & tie, but 
pulled it off without a hitch. He clearly 
stated the reason EF! exists and why 
we as individuals need to act on what 
we feel justified to do. He stressed non-

violence and safety and I think even 
Ms. Pauley understood. 

Well gang, keep up the good work. 
Sure hope other aging hippies plus just 
plain folks caught the show. Mother 
Earth needs any way to help to get back 
in balance. 

-PP 

Dear Dave, 
The article by piogenes in the latest 

issue entitled "Hierarchy and Grass­
roots Collide in Sierra Club" upset me 
greatly. Not only were the facts wrong, 
but also the impression was given that 
chapter activists supported the efforts 
of Dave Brower and associates to make 
the Club a single issue organization. No­
thing could be further from the truth. 

Most small chapter activists are dis­
mayed that any faction would attempt 
to take over the Club and dilute conser­
vation efforts. For example, even one­
fourth of the money the Club has spent 
to defend itself against the suit brought 
by Brower and Company (later aban­
doned) would do a great deal to help us 
achieve a good Nevada wilderness bill. 
I have always thought of our enemies 
as being the exploiters - greedy min­
ing and lumber companies - not our 
fellow conservationists. When we resort 
to fighting among ourselves, our whole 
conservation movement is weakened. 

Unfortunately, EF! has not seen fit 
to help with many of the real grassroots 
campaigns - for example, the Nevada 
wilderness fight. It is the "establish­
ment" organizations - Sierra Club, Au­
dubon Society, and Wilderness Society 
- that have donated money and worked 
openly for wilderness. We do not find it 
necessary to hide behind false names 
nor attack our fellow conservationists. 
We are too busy working on what we 
believe is important. 

Nevertheless, I am sending you my 
renewal check. It is important to keep 
track of what EF! is saying and doing, 
even if you ignore some of the real issues 
and sometimes abandon truth for sen­
sationalism. 

-Marjorie Sill (not a pseudonym) 

Editor's reply: As a long time Sierra 
Club member, I probably would not vote 
to give peace issues priori'ty for funds 
within the Sierra Club (other relatively 
well-funded groups are working on 
these issues, and someone needs to 
prioritize natural diversity issues such 
as the Sierra Club is doing), but I am 
distressed with the heavy-handed efforts 
of the Club heirarchy to stifle dissent 
and discussion within the Club. We 
would be very pleased to run an article 
of factual reply to Diogenes' article if a 
Sierran opposed to funding peace ef­
forts wished to write it. But pretending 
there is no dissent in the Club is not 
going to make it disappear. 

As ·far as being involved in the 
Nevada Wilderness Bill, come on Mar­
jorie, what do you expect us to do? Oc­
cupy Vucanobitch's office? There are no 
real EF ! activists in Nevada (and 
damn.few subscribers,for that matter). 
Were a very small grassroots movement 
(the Sierra Club has over 250 times the 
budget we have). We aren't going to 
barge into Nevada and do something 
unless we have a grassroots base. We 
are active - and effective - where we 
have a grassroots structure. Nonethe-0 

less, I daresay that our articles on 
Nevada Wilderness and other Nevada 
issues in these pages have encouraged 
letter writing from non-Nevadans in 
support of Wilderness in that state. If 
the national environmental groups 
were the least bit serious about Nevada 

Wilderness, they wonld hire an experi­
enced grassroots organizer who can 
work with riiral people to go into 
Nevada and help build a broadbased 
wilderness niovement that is lacking 
more in Nevada than in any other west­
ern state. - DF 

Dear Dave 
The problem of. grazing on public 

lands is not confined to ELM and USFS 
lands. Included in your important arti­
cle (Brigid edition) about public sub­
sidies in the W~st was a rather cavalier 
suggestion that we let the welfare reci­
pients continue to run their cows on 
their state lands leases. There are state 
lands that deserve to be free from cows 
and sheep, too! I call your attention to 
grazing permitted on state park system 
lands and the familiar outrages of sub­
sidy, plant and wildlife destruction. The 
public needs to know about impacts on 
state lands, as well. 

Please don't toss state lands to the 
hungry jaws of domesticated critters, 
or consider state public lands as any 
less important than the more extensive 
federal lands which are devastated by 
private grazing exploitation. 

-S.L. 

Ediwr's reply: I'm sorry.' -DF 

Greetings, 
It is heartening to see more coverage 

of Native American issues in the jour­
nal. However, the piece by David Seals 
("The Gourd of Ashes," Eostar edition), 
presents a dangerously distorted pic­
ture of the situation at Big Mountain, 
Arizona. Mr. Seals talks about the 
Navajo elders "taking potshots at FBI 
helicopters and Peabody coal pickups . 
.. " He later .states, "They're fingering 
their deer rifles and scrounging all the 
.22 shells they can find. It's a tremend­
ously emotional and potentially volatile 
issue that everyone, on both sides, ex­
pects to tum into violence." 

The most consistent message that 
Navago elders at Big Mountain have 
presented in their struggfo for their 
land is that they are a non-violent 
people; by planning for violence, they 
say, you beget violence. They have indi­
cated that they will defend their land at 
all costs, but theirs is a peaceful path. 
Seals claims they no longer hope to 
"work through lawyers and petition our 
elected representatives," but the elders 
have stated, "Congress created the law; 
Congress can repeal it." 

By presenting a picture of Big Moun­
tain as an armed camp, Seals is provid­
ing Barry Goldwater the justification 
he wants to send in the National Guard 
and Federal Marshalls. This portrayal 
might be expected in mainstream 
media, especially in coming months 
leading to the relocation deadline; but 
it is inaccurate, dangerous, and a distor­
tion of the Dineh way. 

Repeal 93-531 
-Eric Holle (Big Mountain Support 

Group, Boulder, CO) 

Dear SFB, 
One way to get EF!'s message out to 

more people is by taking advantage of 
local library systems. Community lib­
raries are happy to plunk down $15 for 
a subscription; simply tell them Earth 
First! is a conservation journal, just like 
Audubon magazine! This is .a tree-effi­
cient, cost-efficient way to spread the 
seeds of Deep Ecology consciousness 
across the country. 

-Running Wolf, a suburban warrior 
in Long Island, NY 

Dear Friends, 
Nearly 50% of the land area of the 11 

western states is jointly owned by all 
Americans, and virtually all of it that 
can be grazed is grazed every year by 
private ranchers. Yet, these lands pro­
duce only 2% of the nation's beef. About 
31,000 private ranchers, subsidized by 
your taxes, graze their cattle on your 
land for personal profit. They pay $1.35 
a month to graze a cow and a calf -
only 35% of the cost of managing graz­
ing on public lands and only 20% of the 
cost of comparable grazing on private 
lands. Many ranchers resell public graz­
ing rights for as much as $12 [per A UM] 
and pocket the profit. But the real costs 
of this tax-supported boondoggle are 
overgrazing, destruction of native vege­
tation, massive soil erosion, depletion 
and contamination of streams, drastic 
reduction of wildlife and wildlife 
habitat, extinction of large predators 

and endangered species, reduced ac:cess 
and enjoyment of our public lands and 
much more. For personal profit, 1.hese 
welfare ranchers are ravaging public 
rangelands, forests and even wildlife ;·e­
fuges. 

Ranchers seized political clout in the 
early West and have not relinquished it. 
Today, a handful of western rancher!' 
hold the public lands in their gTasp and 
defy all public interests in those Jandl'. 
Every effort toward moderation hm; 
failed. It is time for us to reclain1 om· 
rightful heritage and boot the welfor0 
ranchers off our public land. 

If you are tired of being a second-cla,;~ 
citizen, 1. stop eating beef for one year, 
and 2. send copies of this letter to five 
or more friends. By hitting all cattle 
ranchers in the pocketbook, we hope the 
95% who do not graze public lands will 
withdraw support from the 5% who do. 
Eventually, beef from public lands must 
be labeled at the marketplace. Consum­
ers must be given a choice between pri­
vate and publicly subsidized beef. 

A personal commitment to avoid eat­
ing beef is not much of a sacrifice. Al­
ready, concerns for health have led 
many Americans to stop or reduce red 
meat consumption. Market demand is 
low and dropping. Still, we are a nation 
of meat gluttons, our blood vessels are 
clogged with cholesterol, and we have 
made the coronary bypass the number 
one surgical procedure in the US. 

Today, physicians limit the use of anti­
biotics in fear of creating resistant dis­
eases, yet ranchers pump antibiotics 
into cattle and into us via the burger. 
Pesticide residues and other toxic chem­
icals concentrate in beef fat. Ralph 
Nader warns us that meat inspection is 
a disgrace, and that the beef industry 
risks consumer safety as a matter of 
course. 

Stop eating beef and spread the word! 

-Nancy and Denzel Ferguson 

Editor's note: Nancy and Denzel Fer­
guson are the authors of Sacred Cows 
At The Public Trough. 

Dear Dave Foreman, 
I want to become involved with the 

Earth First! movement. I learned of 
EF! the summer before last when my 
family joined friends in Eugene to stop 
log trucks at Middle Santiam. Our 
friends went to jail, but we opted 
against it, having children along and 
knowing of the brutality by the police 
on the previous confrontation. How im­
pressive was the devotion of these 
Earth First! people! Now we are battl­
ing the Forest Service at home in In­
diana. The Hoosier National Forest will 
soon be assaulted by clearcutters and 
ORVs unless we can get the FS to 
amend their ForePlan. Nearly all land 
owners in the area oppose the plan. Tes­
timony has been given by professionals 
including ex-FS managers, but sound 
and economical forestry practices get in 
the way of speciaUnterests. Organiza­
tions in the Bloomington area are trying 
to defeat the plan on the legal leve'l, but 
we are in a poor area, and find it hard 
to raise cash to fight legally. 

We also are not wealthy, living on 
part~time employment from farm labor, 
waitressing, teaching, etc. We live in a 
non-electric log cabin. We recycle and 
raise our food and home school our 
home-birthed children. We consider the 
environment the number one concern. 
What you have said about Deep Ecology 

' and anthropocentrism s~ems so self-evi-
dent to us, yet seems such a difficult 
concept for people we ta]k to. As you 
say, all the major religions promote the 
concept of Man first, except "primitive" 
religions like some Native American 
ones. 

-Dave Ort 

Dear SFB, 
I am sorrry this is another lett~r with­

out a check. I know you hear all sorts 
of excuses, but believe me, we are 
broke. Poverty stricken is more the def­
inition of our financial situation. In fact 
we are so broke we had to eat two of 
my pet ducks last week, so the kids had 
meat. If you knew me, you would know 
that was very painful! 
. Please continue to send me the jour­

nal. You all at EF! have really helped 
me understand a lot about ecology. 
Can't thank you enough. 

-GB (n01them Wisconsin) 

continued on page 6 
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Utah's Great Basin wilderness. Photo by Dave Foreman. 
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·UTAH 
BLM 

' 'Wildei-Des's 
(continued) 

.. : . 

' . ' • · . • -·j . -_;. . 

.. yon, Labyrinth and Stillwater Canyons 
;: on the Green, the Island in the Sky, and 
,.the San Rafael Desert. Roads to the 
, Needles, Grandview Point, and Mineral 
· Bottpm will remain as corridors. Power 

boats will be banned from the Colorado 
and Green Rivers. 
· ·* SAN RAFAEL SWELL - Two 
units of 1,000,000 and 700,000 acres are 
divided by 1-70. The larger southern 
unit includes a portion of Capitol Reef 
National Park, .and Thousand Lake 
Mountain on the Manti-LaSal National 
Forest. 

*ARCHES-This 200,000 acre unit 
includes Arches National Park (with 
several road corridors) and the sur­
rounding BLM land. 

* DESOLATION CANYON - This 
extremely diverse area of 2,200,000 
acres includes Desolation Canyon on the 
Green River, the Book Cliffs, and the 
Roan Plateau. The roadless portion of 
the Uintah Indian Reservation is in­
cluded. There is adjacent land in Col­
orado as well. 

* GREAT SALT LAKE DESERT­
One of the BLM's largest roadless areas 
has been virtually ignored by BLM and 
conservationists alike because it is "bor­
ing" salt flats. Earth First! doesn't 
think so (in fact our infamous picture in 
Outside was taken here). We propose 
two Wilderness units here divided by 
1-80. If, however, the salt flats become 
BonneVrille Lake and close the In­
terstate, then this should be one Wilder­
ness. 

EF! · 
GRIZ 
Plan 
-(cont) 

b) Temporary closure of sensitive 
· backcountry areas to ALL human use 
'--public and administrative. Locations 
.dependent on season, food supplies, etc. 

c) Yellowstone Lake and Lewis Lake 
will be closed to motor boats. 

d) Logging seasonally restricted to 
small post and pole, firewood sales 

, along major arterials in non-roadless 
\ areas. 
\ e) Complete withdrawal of all locata-
. ble or leasable mineral or energy entry. 
: f) Recovery of areas back to wilder­
, ness within the Yellowstone Ecosystem, 
including government purchase of pri­
vate inholdings. 

1) Targee National Forest adjacent 
to southwest corner of Park. 

2) Mt. Leidy highlands. 
3) Sunlight Basin. 
4) Hebgen Lake. 

6. Reintroduction of species to Yellow­
stone Ecosystem. 

a) Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf, 
Mountain Lion, Beaver to Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. 

b) Grizzly Bears to Gros Ventres, 
Wind River Range. 

7. New liability legislation. 
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The total Earth First! UtahBLMWil­
.derness Proposal is approximately · 
16,000,000 acres, including about 
2,500,000 acres of Forest Service, Na- · 
tional Park, state, and '{Ylivate lands. 
All roads should be closed in each unit 
and other developments remaved. The 
grazing of commerical livestock should 
be eliminated. Private and state lands 
should be acquired by the BLM. ·All 
areas should be withdrawn from ·all 
forms of appropriation und'er the min­
eral laws. 

EARTH FIRST! UTAH BLM WIL~ 
DERNESS PROPOSAL 

1. North Salt Lake Desert* 600,000 
acres 

2. South Salt Lake Desert* 440,000 
3. Deep Creek Range* 200,000 
4. House Range 1,000,000 
5. Sevier Lake/King Top 1,000,000 
6. Wah Wah Mountains South 

370,000 
7. Beaver Dam Wash*** 230,000 
8. Moquith Mountain* 160,000 
9. Escalante** 3,000,000 
10. Death Hollow/Aquarius 

Plateau** 750,000 
11. Clay Hills** 180,000 
12. Mt. Ellsworth** 180,000 
13. Moki Canyon** 250,000 
14. Grand Gulch** 200,000 
15. Fish Creek 250,000 
16. Canyonlands** 2,500,000 
17. South San Rafael · Swell** 

1,000,000 
18. North San Rafael Swell 700,000 
19. Negro Bill** 40,000 
20. Westwater Canyon* 230,000 
21. Arches** 200,000 
22. Desolation Canyon* 2,200,000 
23. Dinosaur* ** 160,000 
24. Little Sahara 130,000 
25. San Juan River 25,000 

Total: 16,000,000 acres 

a) Visit-at-your-own-risk legislation. 
b) Establish limits of tort liability in 

wild areas. 
8. Acquisition of inholdings and adja­

cent private lands. - · 
a) Swap off all checkerboard lands. 
b) Swap, sale, or condemnation of 

other private inholdings and key adja­
cent lands. 

9. Human-caused bear deaths and re­
lated topics. 

a) The killing of any Grizzly, for what­
ever reason, is cause for felony proceed­
ings - all agency personnel included. 

b) All Black Bear hunting within the 
Yellowstone Ecosystem is prohibited. 

c) All scientific research will be 
naturalistic only: no trapping, no radio 
collars. 

d) Helicopters and aircraft must re­
main 15,000 feet above the terrain -
aircraft will no longer be allowed to har­
ass wildlife and disturb Wilderness 
Areas. 

e) Lightning caused fires will be al­
lowed to burn in the Yellowstone 
Ecosystem. 

f) No boating on rivers and streams 
in the Yellowstone Ecosystem~ eagles 
and otters and Grizzlies have rights too. 

The Northern Continental Divide 
Grizzly Bear Ecosystem Recovery Plan 

1. Road closures: 
a) Highway 2 from Columbia Falls to 

East Glacier - mass transit only. 
b) Going-to-the-Sun Highway, re­

habilitated to dirt, open to limited num­
bers of horse drawn rigs. 

c) Highway 83 from Swan Lake to 

... . ................................ . . ' . 
• • • • • • • • 
•· • • 

*Acreage given only for area in 
Utah; additional acreage in Nevada, 
Arizona, or Colorado. Acreages are not 
exact. 

**Includes some National Park Ser­
vice and Forest Service lands. 

All other BLM WSAs outside of 
these larger complexes should also be 
designated as Wilderness Areas. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Your letter in support of the Earth 

First! 16 million acre Utah BLM Wil­
derness Proposal will be the most im­
portant letter you write this year. If 
you are only going to write one letter 
for the Earth this year, make it this 
one. Earth First!ers from · Maine to 
Hawaii must make the BLM aware 
that there is strong support for a visio­
nary plan to preserve and recreate the 
incomparable Canyon Country and 
Great Basin Wilderness of Utah. 

*Write the BLM of your support for 
the 16 million acre Earth First! Wil­
derness proposal for Utah BLM lands. 

Seeley Lake. 
d) Closure of all local and collector 

roads in the Glacier-Bob Marshall 
Ecosystem. 

2. Transportation. 
a) Mass transit (free shuttle bus sys­

tem) for Highway 2 route and the 
Apgar. 

b) Horse traffic only along the North 
Fork of the Flathead to Polebridge; sled 
dogs in winter. 

c) All ORV use prohibited. 
d) Foot travel only in Glacier Park's 

backcountry. 
3. Elimination and removal of 

facilities, services, structures. 
a) Removal of all concessionaire 

facilities in Glacier Park. 
b) Removal of the Apgar complex. 
c) Removal of Hungry Horse, Gib­

son, and Swift reservoirs: bids for the 
privilege of blowing up the dams- bits 
and pieces sold as mementos, 25% of 
prifits for wilderness education. 

d) Reclamation of Camas road. 
e) Removal of Big Mountain Ski area. 
4. Complete protection, including for-

mal Wilderness designation, of all FS, 
BLM, and NPS roadless lands. 

Same as for Yellowstone (5.). Wilder­
ness recovery areas include: 

• 1) Swan Valley. 
2) Cut Bank roads. 

5. Reintroduction of species. 
a) Woodland Caribou into Livingston 

and Whitefish ranges. 

b) Plains Bison on the East Front. 
c) Northern Rocky Mountain Wolf 

throughout the ecosystem. 

. 
• • 

..........••..•... .....• 
• 

*Mention · the Specific Wilderness 
Complexes in our proposal if you have 
time. · 

*Tell BLM why these lands are im­
portant to you. 

*If you have first-hand experience 
in any of these areas, tell BLM about 
it. 

Write to ... 
Bureau of Land Management 

324 S. State, Suite 301 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111-2303 

Send copies of your letter to your 
two senators and to your member of 
Congress (US Senate; Washington, 
DC 20510; House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515). Sending 
copies of your letter to your Congres­
sional delegation is very important be· 
cause it is Congress that will eventu­
ally determine how much of the BLM 
land in Utah will be protected as Wil­
derness Areas. 

d) Fishers. 
e) Our buddy, the Bog Lemming. 

6. New liability legislation. 
Same as for Yellowstone (7.) 

7. Acquisitions of inholdings and adja­
cent private lands. 

a) Swap off all checkerboard lands. 
b) Acquisition of all inholdings along 

former Highway 2. 
c) Acquisition of private holdings 

along the East Front. 
8. Human-caused bear deaths and re­

lated topics. 
Same as for Yellowstone (9.) 

Recommended reintroduction/recov­
ery areas ~ studies to determine neces­
sary travel ~orridors for interbreeding 

',populations. 
1. Cabinet"Yaak (Montana/Idaho) for 

united PurceU/Selkirk/Glacier ecosys­
tem. 

2. Selway-Bitterroot (Idaho/Mon­
tana). 

3. Gila-Blue Range-Aldo Leopold 
(New Mexico/Arizona). 

4. San Juans (Colorado). 
5. Los Padres, Ishi (California). 
6. High Uintas (Utah). 
7. Hells Canyon (Idaho/Oregon). 
8. North Cascades, Kettle Range 

(Washington). 
9. Siskiyous, Marble Mountain, Kal­

miopsis (California/Oregon). 
10. Black Hills (South Dakota). 
This is an interim proposal. Ulti­

mately, these ecosystems should have 
no motorized vehicles, no modern de­
velopments; and Grizzlies should roam 
throughout the West. 



WHY GRIZZLIES· DIE IN YELLOWSTONE 
by Tony Povilitis 

As powerful and exceptionally 
healthy animals, Grizzly Bears were 
never much for dying. Nor did they, or 
could they, breed in abundance. Among 
their only concerns were food shortages 
during bad years, other Grizzly Bears, 
and sometimes Indian braves. Then the 
"Wild West" began. People killed tens 
of thousands of Grizzlies with firearms. 
Though the epidemic has slowed, the 
seven hundred or so Bears that remain 
today are still under the almighty gun. 

In the Yellowstone _area, at least 48 
Grizzlies have been illegally shot to 
death since 1975. Hunters killed 14, out­
fitters 9, sheepherders 5, and other 
armed persons (of unknown status) 20. 

Of hunter-related kills, at least half 
were committed by Black Bear hunters. 
In two cases, Bear carcasses were re­
ported with claws and/or hide removed. 

Theoretically, the Grizzly population 
could survive if illegal killings were the 
only cause of death. Unfortunately, the 
playground mindset has joined the 
shootist mentality in placing Griz be­
tween a rock and a hard place. Since 
1975, an additional 29 Grizzlies were 
eliminated by management officials, 
largely to "protect" their recreational 
clientele (I2 from Yellowstone Park, 9 
from National Forests, and 8 from the 
towns of Cooke City, Gardiner, and West 
Yellowstone). At least five other other 
Bears were killed by vehicles, and four 
were accidently killed by researchers. 

In summary, here are mortality rates 

Sen. ·Alan Simpson -
Enemy of .GRIZ 

by Arthur Dogmeat 

Yellowstone Park officials blame 
Wyoming Senator Alan Simpson for 
blocking an Endangered Species Act 
agreement to remove a campground and 
RV park from Grizzly Bear habitat at 
Fishing Bridge. To help Yellowstone's 
Grizzlies you should write to your US 
representatives and tell them Simpson 
shouldn't be allowed to use his political 
muscle to interfere with a legal and bio­
logical process. Tell them Fishing 
Bridge should be closed. 

Under the agreement, the National 
Park Service and US Fish & Wildlife 
Service traded the campgrounds at 
Fishing Bridge for condos at Grant Vil­
lage. Simpson could have blocked the 
trade during the. public comment period 
on the June, 1979, Grant Village En­
vironmental Assessment, or during the 
public comment period on the March, 
1981, Environmental Assessment and 
Preferred Alternative. He didn't. In­
stead, Simpson waited until the Park 
Service spent $10 million on Grant Vil­
lage and then, in 1983, he blocked the 

Fishing Bridge closures scheduled for 
1985. He blocked them by making the 
Park Service write a Fishing Bridge En­
vironmental Impact Statement that 
won't be completed until 1987 - two 
years after Fishing Bridge should have 
been closed. 

Although conservationists are suing 
the Park Service and the USFWS for 
breaking the agreement to close Fish­
ing Bridge, Simpson - not the Depart­
ment of Interior - may be the culprit. 
Your representatives can save the gov­
ernment and the conservation commu­
nity a lot oflegal fees by putting political 
pressure on Simpson. His request for 
an EIS is totally unreasonable. Tell your 
representatives you want Simpson to 
explain why he didn't oppose the clo­
sures until after the Park Serv~ce built 
Grant. A massive letter writing cam­
paign may do as much for Yellowstone's 
Bears as a million dollar lawsuit. 

Dogmeat is a . popular delicacy 
among wealthy people in the Philip­
pines and other Asian nations, and the 
subject of controversy between animal 
defenders and local elites. 

Gila Wilderness in New Mexico. Prime area for grizzly reintroduction. Photo by Dave 
Foreman. 

for Grizzlies in the Yellowstone area, 
based on data since 1975: 4.4 bears per 
year -illegal kills; 2.6- management 
actions; 1.8 - unknown or natural 
cases; .8 - road kills & research; for a 
total death rate of 9.6 bears per year. 
With as few as 200 Grizzlies or less re­
maining, these rates are excessive. Ac­
cording to a recent computer model, re­
corded Grizzly deaths should not exceed 
4-5 bears per year if the population is 
to recover. 

The death rate could be quickly 
brought down if people would stop 
shooting Grizzlies on National Forests 
around Yellowstone National Park 
(where 88% of the illegal kills occurred). 
This can only be achieved by a ban on 
firearms, as is the case in the Park. It 
would be a tough pill to swallow. Many 

would not readily put aside their guns 
even to save Grizzlies. True outdoors 
men and women would, but wimps 
wouldn't. 

The other part of the solution is to 
start sharing Yellowstone with 
Grizzlies. Stop . building new roads, 
campgrounds, "recreational villages," 
and other places of conflict between 
Bears and people. Pull out development 
from prime Bear habitat - like the 
Fishing Bridge area in Yellowstone 
Park. We've already taken more than 
our fair share. 

D1: Tony Povilitis is director of Cam­
paign for Yellowstone Bears, a wildlife 
professor at th~ University of Colorado 
and one of the leading experts on 
Grizzlies. 

Earth First! protested Ski Yellowstone in 1985. 

Action on 
Fishing Bridge 

by Randolph T. Restless 

The shit is going to hit the fan within 
the National Park Service over misman­
agement of the Yellowstone Grizzlies. It 
will not be as dramatic or as soon as we 
would like, but public response will help 
bring changes. Believe it or not, there 
are people in the NPS who want Fishing 
Bridge closed and the Griz saved. Let­
ters help them to help from within. 

Yellowstone National Park officials 
just released the alternatives which will 
be used in the Environmental Impact 
Statement which they are doing on the 
Fishing Bridge facilities . They seek 
input on them. Only 300 people re­
sponded to the Yellowstone Park docU­
ments last time, so if this article gener­
ates 300 responses, our letters will 
carry real clout. 

The range of alternatives is not 
adequate. There is no alternative which 
calls for the removal of all facilities at 
Fishing Bridge. This violates the dic­
tates of the National Environmental 
Policy Act. The alternatives presented 
are: 

A. No action. All facilities at Fishing 
Bridge would be retained. ' 

B. The RV park and campground 
would be moved to a new location only 
10 or so miles away. All other facilities 
except the visitor center would be re­
moved and/or relocated. 

C. The RV park would be moved to 
Grant, and the campsites would be dis­
tributed throughout the park, including 
creating new campgrounds. The store, 
gas station, repair shop, employee hous­
ing, visitor center, etc. [no, they don't 
yet have a football stadium in Yellow­
stone Park] would remain at Fishing 
Bridge. 

D. The RV park would be moved as 
in B. above. Campsites would be distri­
buted as in C. above. All other facilities 
except the visitors center would be re­
moved and/or relocated. 

E. Most facilities would remain at 
Fishing Bridge but a fence would be 

constructed around the place. The 
campground would be redesigned. In­
creased management actions would be 
implemented to reduce human/bear con­
flicts. 

The choices above do not meet the 
understood intent of the Yellowstone 
Master Plan. They do not address the 
issue of the Grizzly. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
*Write Yellowstone Park officials 

and tell them that this list of alterna­
tives does not meet the intent of the 
law and that to implement the last 
four, other EISs would have to be 
done, including scoping work. De­
mand that another alternative be 
added. This alternative should be for 
elimination of all Fishing Bridge 
facilities with recommendation that 
private parties develop replacement 
facilities outside the Park and outside 
Grizzly habitat. Point out that this 
alternative would benefit Cody area 
businesses, as tourists would spend 
money on Cody businesses rather 
than on California concessionaires. 
Send comments to: Superintendent, 
Yellowstone National Park, P.O. 168, 
Yellowstone NP, WY 82190. 

*This is the summer of action in the 
Yellowstone area. If you can spare 
time, beginning about the end of May, 
to participate in actions for the Griz, 
we want to hear from you. Montana 
EF! and others plan actions to draw 
national attention to the Fishing 
Bridge issue. If you can be in Jackson, 
Wyoming; West Yellowstone, Mon­
tana; or Livingston, Montana; · on or 
before May 23, write us immediately. 
If you can come to .Yellowstone this 
summer, or if you can coordinate sup­
port actions in your area, write us. If 
you have a bear suit we can use, send 
it to us or bring it with you. Write 
now: Randall T. Restless, c/o POB 
6151, Bozeman, MT 59715. Include 
your phone number and address. 

Randall Restless has long been an 
indefatigable Grizzly activist. 
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Egg-Sucking Dawgs in Army Corpse of Engineers 
by Recl-Cockaded Woodpecker 

How bad does a bureaucracy have to 
be before it behooves us to blast it? 
Earth First!ers have long known that 
the Farce Service is that bad. What 
about the Army Corpse of Engineers? 
Dam-fighters have been ridiculing it for 
years. Now, George Russell ofTexas has 
publicly called them to their faces "egg­
sucking clogs." 

The A1my Corpse opened its flank to 
George's name-calling by charging for­
ward on one of the most absurd projects 
in its blotched history - the proposed 
Rockland Dam on the Neches River, in 
East Texas. The Neches flows serenely 
and ::;cenically through 80 miles of 
mostly hardwood forest from east of 
Palestine to Steinhagen Reservoir. The 
Corpse has obtained authorization to 
drown 126,000 acres of this forest and 
free-flowing stream. In spite of the fact 
that the region already has storage for 
twice as much water as is needed 
through the .year 2030, the Corpse per­
sists in its "studies ." 

It held a meeting on January 24 to 
receive public comments. In typical 
Army Corpse style, it held the meeting 
. in remote Woodville on a Thursday night 
(instead of a weekend when people from 
cities could have traveled there) . 
Neve1theless, 16 opposition groups, in­
cluding Earth First!, produced a crowd 

-which outnumbered clam supporters ten 
to one. 

It was in this setting that George Rus­
sell made his caustic statement. And 
the audience roared with pleasure. The 
local press printed almost every word 
he said, including the name-calling. The 
Corpse paid little heed to the voice of 
the public. It went right on with its 
game, including a request to Congress 
for $450,000 to begin designs for the 
dam. But Representative 'Charles Wil-

Hardwood bottomland along the Neches River. Photo by Dave Foreman. 

son, in whose district the dam would 
lie, followed with a public statement 
that the dam would not be built so long 
as he remains in Congress. 

The following is a transcript of part 
of George Russell's comments: 

"Already this country is nearly bank­
rupt, and why? Port barrel boondog­
gles .. .. 
"''East Texas is half covered up with 

dams already! We got enough water to 
drown everybody 'in the universe right 
here in East Texas! 

"This dam ain't gonna cost no $700 
million dollars. It's gonna cost a billion 
or two billion . ... 

"This boondoggle is not only going to 
cost YOU tax dollars. It's going to cost 
your children and your grandchildren 
and your great grandchildren. And be­
fore it's paid for, it'll. be silted up. 

"How many of you folks live over here 
in East Texas ever seen.an egg-sucking 
dawg? Why how many of you folks that's 
seen an egg-sucking dawg could train 
that dog not to suck eggs? Nobody. 

"Well let me tell you something about 
the Corps of Engineers. They's a gang 
of egg-sucking dawgs! 

"And it grieves me because I wore an 
Anny officer's uniform for four years. 
Proudly. To serve my country, defend­
ing it. But these guys aren't defending 
our country. They're tearing it apart 
with bulldozers and dams. They're tak­
ing this man's land from him. They're 
taking your hunting from you. And 
they're taking your tax dollars from you. 
These are the same people that sell you 
hammers for $197 and screwdrivers for 
$59.99, and dams for a billion dollars. 

''And let me tell you something about 

these egg-sucking dawgs. They'll come 
up here and they'll say - and look at 

• their record all over the country sucking 
eggs' - 'Well, we're just studying this,' 
and here's this cage full of fat hens and 
fat eggs, and they're drooling and 
salivating and they say, 'We're not neces­
sarily for this, for sucking eggs. You 
know, we're neutral. We just want to 
know IF you want us to come suck these 
eggs.' 

"[T]his is the only way they get pro­
motions. I know this; I was in the Anny; 
it's the same game. A dam builder ain't 
gonna make general if he don't build a 
dam, is he? · 

"I'm also the Forest Practices Chair­
man of the Lone Star Sierra Club, which 
is a citizens group of over ten thousand 
members in Texas, and the Lone Star 
chapter executive committee voted to 
oppose the Rockland Dam. I'm also a 
member of the Walker County Histori­
cal ·Commission. This is our sesquicen­
tennial year, and we have lost a great 
deal of our heritage already through im­
poundments: our cemeteries, the 

. graves of our ancestors, are being 
flooded by these government folks com­
ing clown from Washington and flooding 
us out. We're losing our log cabins; we're 
losing our hardwood trees, we're losing 
our fishing and our hunting habitats, 
and we're not gaining nothing except a 
handful of folks ill' the ·real estate busi­
ness, and summer part-time workers 
and the rest of us folks is gonna suffer 
and pay for it. 

"Well, it sounds to me like , Peyton 
Walters [aide to Congressman Charles 
Wilson present at hearing], when you 
get out of this thing go tell Charlie Wil­
son there's only two folks spoke for this 
thing, and so far 15 has spoke against 
it!" 

Red-Cockaded Woodpecker is an 
Texas ecological activist of a rare and 
vanishing breed. 

The Great Exchange Slithers Along 
By Leon Czolgosz 

The so-called "Interchange," the 
massive land swap between the Forest 
Service and the Bureau of Land Man­
agement. l'e-surfaced in February when 
the Reagan Administration submitted 
the "Federal Lands Administration Act 
of 1986" to Congress. Most people 
thought the "'Interchange" a clearl issue; 
\1·hen the original prnposal was made in 
January, 1985, massive public opposi­
tion, ranging from environmentalists to 
ranchers to ~mall-town chambers of 
commerce, led the agencies to back off 
from their Ol'iginal intention to ex­
change the lands as a strictly adminis­
trative matter, without benefit of public 
hearings or enabling legislation. (See 
"The Great Exchange, " Earth Fi?"St!, 
Eostar and Beltane issues, 1985). 

After a series of public hearings were 
held across the West last year, nothing 
much had been heard of the "Inter­
change" unti l the announcement in Feb­
ruary. The new proposal appears to be 
much scaled clown; in fact, it resembles 
the old proposal minus just those areas 
which generated the most public contro­
versy last time. Where the old proposal 
involved the exchange. of about 35 mil­
lion acres between the two agencies, 
the new one involves an estimated 25 
million acres, to wit : 14.8 million acres 
of existing ELM land will be transferred 
to the Forest Service and 9.4 million 
acres of existing Forest Service land 
will be transferred to the ELM, for a 
net gain of 5.4 million acres by the 
Forest Service. In addition, the pro­
posal would give the Forest Service re­
sponsibility for subsurface mineral de­
posits on its lands; at present ELM is 
responsible for all subsurface leasing on 
both F_S and ELM lands, while the FS 
is only responsible for surface manage­
ment of its lands .. 

Among the lands missing from this 
year's proposal which were present in 
the old one are: (1) Virtually aJl of 
Nevada's National Forest lands, which 
were to be axed last year, until a virtual 
firestorm of protest - this, mind you, 
in the state that gave birth to the Sageb­
rush Rebellion! - caused the Adminis-

. tration to pull in its horns; (2) The Pre-
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scott National Forest in Arizona, which 
was to be abolished and turned over to 
the ELM under the old proposal - this 
met with almost universal opposition 
from the town of Prescott, with the re­
sult that the current proposal gives ad­
ditional ELM lands to the Prescott NF; 
and (3) Oregon's 0 & C lands, which are 
presently managed by the BLM for 
maximum timbel" production under a 
formula which gives most of the reve­
nues to the local communities. The old 
Interchange proposal would have given 
these lands to the Forest Service, which 
caused great local anxiety; as a result, 
under the present proposal the BLM 
retains almost all of the 0 & C lands. 

The proposed legislation does specifi­
cally mandate that all designated Wil­
dernesses would remain as such, de­
spite transfer from one agency to 
another. It also states that Wilderness 
Study Areas would remain WSA's until 
Congress either designates them Wil­
derness or releases them. In cases 
where a WSA is transferred from one 
agency to another, the new managing 
agency would continue the study, if it 
is not complete. And there would be 
many Wilderness Areas and WSNs af­
fected by this proposal. A partial listing: 

,,, The Pine Mountain Wilderness in Utah, 
now part of the Dixie NF, would be 
transferred to ELM. The Santa Teresa 
and Galiuro Wildernesses of Arizona, 
now part of the Coronado NF, would go 
to the Safford District ELM, as would 
Mt. Graham, which contains a WSA and 
all of which is seriously threatened by 
massive development. (See ''Astronom­
ers Assualt Mt. Graham, EF, 
Litha,1985, and Mt. Graham article this 
issue). 

Several National Forests would still 
be abolished under the new legislation, 
and others would be sev.erely cut back. 
In New Mexico, the Cibola National 
Forest would become history, with 
Mount Taylor going to ELM and the 
rest of the Forest divided between the 
Santa Fe and Lincoln National Forests. 
All of the National Forest lands in south­
ern Idaho would go to the BLM. In 
Utah, the La Sal Mountains, near 
Moab, and the Abajo Mountains, near 
Monticello, now part of the Manti-La 

Sal NF, would be transferred to ELM. 
Of course, the Administration's 

rationale for the Interchange is that it 
will save money. In fact, the whole idea 
is one of the recommendations of the 
Grace Commission, that bunch of corpo­
rate types whom Reagan appointed to 
advise on ways to trim the Federal Gov­
ernment. The Administration comes up 
with impressive figures on how much 
money the land exchange will save (al­
though "implementation" will cost 21 to 
24 million dollars); within five years 53 
to 56 million dollars will be saved. It's 
hard for the cynic to find the source of 
these savings - while here and there a 
ranger station or district office will be 
closed where today the agencies' re­
sponsibilities overlap, by the Adminis­
tration's own figures only 350 jobs will 
be eliminated in both agencies, nation­
wide. The cynic may wonder what the 
real purpose behind the Interchange is. 
And indeed, there does appear to be a 
sinister intent behind the legislation. In 
the draft bill introduced into the House, 
there is wording which will permit the 
Secretary of Agriculture to sell - yes, 
that's right, sell - any of the newly 
acquired National Forest lands (for­
merly ELM lands) . In other words, 14.8 
million acres of lands now-in the public 
domain will be available for sale to the 
private sector. As for the 9.4 million 
acres of lands that are now under the 
jurisdiction of the Forest Service but 
which will go to ELM, the legislation 
states that "if these lands are in blocks 
of 10,000 acres or more, they will be 
designated 'Conservation Areas' and. 
will be "unavailable for disposal." But 
the boundaries of these "Conservation 
Areas" can be changed administra­
tively, so presumably even these lands 
could be sold with a bit of judicious 
juggling. So it appears that the "Inter­
change" is indeed a stalking horse for 
"privatization," as many of its oppo­
nents have suspected all along. Interest­
ingly enough, the "handout" which both 
agencies are giving to people who in­
quire about the exchange says nothing 
about the . possibility that any of these 
lands might be sold. 

What You Can Do 
The Federal Lands Administration 

Act of 1986 has been introduced into 
the House of Representatives (HR 
4303) but has not yet been introduced 
into the Senate. Write your Represen­
tative (House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515) saying you op­
pose this blatant scam to sell off our 
public lands by subterfuge. Send a 
copy of the letter to your Senators (US 
Senate, Washington, DC 20510). 

Letters 
(cont) 

Dear Editor, 
For years there has been an unfortu­

nate tendency for people living in a 
· harsh climate in the US to move to a 

more comfortable climate. If this con­
tinues the overpopulation which results 
will make formerly desirable locations 
untenable. Parts of Florida, Oregon, 
Arizona and the Los Angeles area are 
prime examples of endpoints of such 
migration. 

Local efforts to stem the tide of im­
migration at best only have small effects 
on land developers and politicians. But 
there is better method: turn off the flow 
of people at its source. Experiment has 
shown that letters to editors ofnorthern 
Mwspapers can affect people's plans. 
Lists of daily newspapers in Minnesota 
and Wisconsin were obtained from 
Ayres Directory (found in any library) 
and letters to the editors of each (about 
60 papers) were written from Arizona 
pointing out the undesirable effect of 
overpopulation on air quality in cities in 
valleys and water shortages resulting 
in plans to ration water. Letters and 
calls to the writer indicated that this 
little campaign affected plans of people 
to move to Arizona. 

Anyone living in an area threatened 
with overpopulation should consider 
using Ayres Directory for addresses of 
editors of newspapers in the states from 
which migration comes andthen initiat­
ing a letter writing campaign to start 
the accurate rumor that to move to the 
new location is a mistake. -Pleasant 
Air and Pure Water 

continued on pg. 8 



Memories of a Tree Climber 
by r. dendron 

My bed sways in the breeze . Sunshine 
wmrns my face and relaxes my body to 
the point of lethargy. No city air could 
bring my lungs such joy. So many close 
companions here . I've never felt such a 
belonging. This wonder can't be recon­
structed, defined, manipulated or sold. 
Wait a minute, it seems it can be sold 
and manipulated to death by those with 
the arrogance to think it can be im­
itated . They have defined its meaning 
and its value - economically. 

No, I can't be at ease. Within the hour 
I will be tortured by the whine of chain­
saws. There is nowhere to go. I have 
taken. an oath: to die with this tree if I 
must. I have witnessed the bodies of the 
1000 year-old giants being severed. My 
heart is repeatedly ripped from my 
being, and smashed on what was once 
the forest floor. Surely the trembling of 
the Earth will shake sense into those 
committing this monstrosity, or by the 
pure might of my rage and pain, they 
will realize. 

An old grawth Doug Fir's view of tree huggers. 

Some of us in Oregon live by this 
knowledge. We have stopped the land­
rapists at times, and we have taken 
away theii power of fear. Economically 
they have paid. These exploiters must 
learn the ways of Earth. We cannot 
make them do this, but we will place 
our bodies in this path of destruction. 
Here in Willamette National Forest, we 
will succeed! 

I want others to know what I have 
learned in this · ancient forest. 
Economics have no place here. Govern­
ments, hierarchies, monopolies, patri­
archies all mean power over others. 
That language is not spoken here. This 
is the school and playground of our chil­
dren. There is knowledge here of natu­
ral medicines which can cure pains that 
drugs created. Here, wounds of the soul 
can be healed. Agriculture? What desire 
for power could make one want to im­
prove this perfect balance. These old 
growth forests are our air, water, food, 
sanctuary, and our future. 

A doomed old grawth Doug Fir's view of cops arresting ,tree huggers. 
Photo by Mike Jakubal. 

r. dendron last summer tied herself 
from her perch high in a Doug Fir to 
trees around her such that if any of these 
trees were cut she would be pulled down 
to her death; they didn't cut. 

Murdered old grawth Doug Fir in the Cathedral Forest. Photo by Mike Jakubal. 

Ent Lovers Arise! 
by William Bird Mounsey 

The continuing Saga of Gandalf the 
Grey: Two years ago, Gandalf warned 
of the threat to the Goldenbough­
Quiverleafs (Aspen) by the Burarum 
(Bureau of Land Management and 
Forest Service). At that time, the BLM 
proposed to slaughter Aspen so more 
water would flow into the Colorado 
River, and the FS proposed to save the 
Aspen by cutting them down and turn­
ing them into waferboard. With the de­
flating of the oil shale bubble, the BLM 
plan may be back on the shelf, but the 
FS plan is going great guns. 

This time, Gandalf writes in the ver­
nacular of the present. "He fears that 
the language of Middle Earth may be 
but faintly understood by the present 
generation of Earth First!ers. 

ENT LOVERS ARISE! 
The Forest Service and Louisiana 

Pacific Corporation - the tree bugger­
ing, road building bastards of the 
boonies - are at it again! Susan Ander­
son's recent Earth First! article. pre-

sented the FS-LPC figures on how 
many acres of Aspen now exist in Col­
orado, the percentage of trees 80 + 
years old and by their standards in "de­
cline," and how many acres they must 
cut down every year to save the Aspen 
from extinction. 

As usual, there is something fishy in 
the FS-LPC figures. They say that 
without their help Aspen will disappear 
in 20 years - all 2,000,000 acres of Col­
orado's Aspen dead. But, they say, if 
5800 acres a year are cut and made into 
waferboard the Aspen will be saved. 
They would cut from the 75% of today's 
2,000,000 acres that they say are 80 + 
years old. Now, if 5800 acres are cut 
ye.arly for 20 years, we will then have 
1,384,000 acres of 100 + year old (and 
presumably dead) Aspen and 1,16,000 
acres of stumps. Will cutting 7. 7% 
(116,000 acres) of today's 1,500,000 acres 
of old Aspen save them? And what will 
have happened to the other 500,000 
acres of today's trees. that are less than 
80 years old? In 20 years one-fourth of 
them will be over 80 years old and in 
"decline." So, in 20 years we end up 

Mike ]akubal pours sawdust from murdered trees of Millenium grove in the Willamette 
National Forest, Oregon, on desk of Deputy Regional Forester in Portland, on April 4, 
1986. Despite efforts by mainstream conservation groups to get a restraining order in 
Federal Court against the logging of the oldest trees in Oregon, the day before a Federal 
judge was to hear the plea, Willamette Industries in connivance with the Willamette 
National Forest felled all the trees. Full story next issue. 

with 1,509,000 acres (1,384,000 + 
125,000) of dead or dying Aspen, 
375,000 acres of Aspen under 80 years 
old and 116,000 acres of stumps where 
we may have Aspen sprouts - if we 
have kept the sheep and cattle out of 
the forest for 20 years. 

To save the trees, Louisiana Pacific 
will have built four polluting wafer board 
plants the size of their Montrose plant, 
and will have made millions of dollars 
from their operations. Taxpayers will 
have shelled out millions of dollars for 
logging road and timber sale costs. We 
will have several hundred more miles of 
roads among the stumps and less than 
500,000 acres of healthy Aspen - one 
quarter of today's total stand. 

What would happen if the FS-LPC 
saviors kept their waferboard cutting 
saws off the Aspen? The natural succes­
sion of growth on most Aspen-produc­
ing land goes something like this: Start­
ing with grass and forb vegetation, 
Aspen seedlings start growing as do 
root buds from adjacent clorie groups. 
As these trees develop, seeds from con-· 
iferous trees drift in, augmenting seeds 
dormant in the ground, and conifers ap­
pear among the Aspen. The conifers 
need the broken shade of Aspen,. and 
young Aspen need the sunlight which 

they continue to get as older Aspen die. 
For a while the stand is mixed, but even­
tually the balance swings and conifers 
predominate. 

Thick stands of conifers are vulnera­
ble to fire. When fire occurs, the ground 
cover reverts to grass and forbs, Aspen 
start growing and the cycle starts anew. 
Fire clears the overstory for Aspen 
growth and also prepares coniferous 
seeds, especially Lodgepole, for 
growth. Thick conifer stands are also 
vulnerable to insect kill which can take 
the place of fire in removing the over­
story. Without fire or insect kill, the 
cycle takes longer. Eventually, however, 
conifers are thinned by crowding and 
age, openings appear in the forest and 
patches of Aspen again appear. 

So it's all tied together (surprise!), 
but the FS-LPC Savior of the Aspen 
Cartel is trying its best to unravel it 
(surprise!). No natural, non-cataclys­
mic phenomenon will cause . Colorado's 
Aspen to become extinct, but the FS 
and LPC could take us a long way in 
that direction, and the Actor in the 
Whitehouse will take us all the way. 

So warns Gandalf the Grey 

William . Mounsey is ·· a long-time 
EF!er living in Ever(?)green, CO. · 
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Acid Rain Threatens Boundary Waters 
by Kevin Proescholdt 

The nation's onlv lakeland Wilderness 
- Minnesota's se1;sitive Boundary Wat­
ers Canoe Area (BWCA) Wildemess -
is threatened bv acid rain . Thi;; one mil­
lion acre enclav~ along the state's north­
eastern border with Ontario currently 
sustains acid deposition at levels which 
may now be eliminating organisms in 
the area's food webs. State hearings cur­
rently underway will determine 
whether the BWCA will survive as a 
healthy ecosystem or end up like 
acidified lakes in the Adirondacks and 
Scandinavia. 

The BWCA is the largest Wilderness 
east of the Rockies except for Florida's 
Everglades. It contains over 1000 
spa1·kling lakes and hundreds of miles 
of rivers and streams. Towering stands 
of virgin reel and white pine stand guard 
over canoe routes once paddled by the 
French uuyage11rs . Rare and en­
dangered species find home in the area: 
the last viable population of eastern 
Timber Wol ves in the lower 48 hangs on 
in the BWCA's forel'ts; Bald Eagles nest 
in abundance; and rare species like Pine 
Maiten, Fisher, and Lynx prowl the 
11·oods. 

The BWCA is also one of the most 
embattled Wilderness Areas in the US, 
facit)g threats even before Teddy 
Roosevelt created Superior National 
Forest in W09. Huge rnadbuildingplans 
were defeated in the 1920s, and the 
Forest Service designated the canoe 
country as its second Wilclern~ss in 
1926. (The Forest Service, of course, 
ignored many of ib protective policies 
through the decades.) A scheme to build 
a series of huge clams ended when Con­
gress passed legislation in 1930 to pro­
tect BWCA's shorelines from water level 
changes and logging. Harry Truman 
ended float plane flights over and into 
the area in 1949 with an unprecedented 
airspace reservation. 

The 1964 Wilderne::;s Act included the 

largest utility and biggest source of sul­
fur dioxide; but the agency's standard 
will not be low enough to protect the 
BWCA's lakes. 

The Friends of the Boundary Waters 
Wilderness and other environmental or­
ganizations working against acid rain in 
Minnesota (Sien-a Club, Izaak Walton 
League, National Audubon Society) 
have given the following reasons for ad­
vocating a more protective standard: 

~'Biological damage: MPCA designed 
the 11 kilogram standard on a water 
chemistry basis to prevent total acidifi­
cation of a sensitive lake over a ten year 
period. Research by scientists such as 
Canada's David Schindler (one of the 
premier ecologists in North America) 
shows that biological damage to an 
aquatic ecosystem - the elimination of 
organisms in food webs - occurs long 
before lakes "acidify." 

'''Episodic events: The agency's stan­
dard does not address the problem of 
episodic events that suddenly send 
large amounts of acid into lakes. These 
episodic occurances include the rush of 
acids accumulated over winter into sen­
sitive waters during spring snowmelt, 
and the sudden influx of acids during a 
particularly acidic rainfall. 

':'Mercury contamination: MPCA 
acknowledged in its recent study, "Fish 
Mercury in Nmtheastern Minnesota 
Lakes," that acid rain may be leaching 
and mobilizing the mercury which later 
accumulates in fish tissues. Yet MPCA 
did not deal with the mercury contami­
nation issue in devising the 11 kilogram 
standard. 

'''Margin of safety issues: MPCA's 
standard also did not factor in other 
margin of safety issues. For example, it 
does not take account of dry acidic de­
position. 

Ke1•i11 Prne.~chnldt i8 E.<ec11 fi·t'e Direc­
tnr of Friends of the Boundary Waters 
Wilderness. For rnore i1\fo on threats to 
BWCA, contact him at 1313 Fifth St. 
SE, S11iteJ:i7, Minneapolis, MN 55414. 

BWCA _a>; an ori~inal unit in the Na-
. tional Wilderness Preservation System. A • d 
but included special comprnrnise Ian- C} 
guage - for only the BWCA - to allow 

Rain Update 
continued logging and mechanized by Roger Featherstone 
trnvel. In 19W, Congress ended logging 
ancl mining in BWCA and restricted 
motorized use . (But continued to allow 
,;ome motorboat use on designated 
rnutes.) 

Now. the BWCA face~ a new threat 
- acid rain. The Boundary Wate1·s con­
tain Minnesota's most sensitive areas to 
acid deposition. The Reagan stonewall 
on acid rain at the federal level could 
han1 doomed the BWCA. but Minnesota 
acted on its own to try to protect the 
BWCA Wilderness and othe1· sensitive 
areas including adjoining Voyageurs Na­
t ional Park. 

The Minnesota Pollution Contrnl 
Agency (MPCAl began fonnal rulemak­
ing hearings in late J anua1·y to establish 
an acid deposition standard to protect 
Minnesota's resources. These hearings 
will continue until at least early May. 
and lette1·s are needed - from Minneso­
tans and non-Minnesotans alike - to 
insure the selection of a strong acid de­
position standard. 

The MPCA has identified areas in 
Minnesota sensitive to acid rain dam-
age. The BWCA region has much at risk: 

':'Over 2200 Minnesota lake:", and 
about one-fifth of the state's smface 
area - including BWCA-are sensitive 
to acid rain. These lakes and their 
watersheds contain such low levels of 
calcium carbonate anrl othPi' :mffering 
agents that they cannot absorb much 
acidity without damage to lake ecosys­
tems. 

':'The BWCA forests now endure acid 
deposition at levels which may be leach­
ing away important nutrients needed by 
plants for healthy growth. The Min­
nesota Department of Natural Re­
sources testified in the hearings that 
additional stress caused by acid rain 
could have far niore serious impacts on 
Minnesota's forests than earlier be­
lieved. 

The MPCA's proposed acid deposition 
standard, 11 kilograms of wet sulfate 
per hectare per year (about 10 pounds 
per acre per year), is lower than the 20 
kilogram level advocated by Northern 
States Power Company, the state's 

Page 8 Earth First! May 1, 1986 

For the last four months, Arizona 
Earth First! has actively worked to stop 
acid rain in the Southwest. Arizona 
Earth First! and GASP held an Acid 
Rain Strategy conference in Oracle last 
January. This conference was made pos­
sible by grants from the Earth First! 
Foundation and the Threshold Founda­
tion. The conference was attended by 
sixty-five people , representing ten 
gToups. It led to the creation of a coali­
tion working on smelter issues in the 
region . The coalition is being called 
GASP (Groups Against Smelter Pollu­
tion) . Several important programs came 
out of the conference. 

One was an education campaign, cen­
tering around an Acid Rain Road Show. 
This show hit eleven cities in March . . 
George Callies of Greenpeace, and 
Roger Featherstone and Stephanie of 
Earth First! did the tour which featured 
singing and poetry by Stephanie, a slide 
show by Roger, and speeches by George 

Letters (cont) 
Dear Dave, 
In the last issue of the journal there 

was an article on the immobilization of 
trains in Osaka and Tokyo. There has 
been much misunderstanding about this 
incident. Shortly after the incident oc­
curred, Bill Devan sent me a newspaper 
clipping about it. At the top was written 
the question ,· "Ecotage?" My answer 
was, "Unfortunately, no." ·· 

Indeed this incident showed the vul­
nerability of technological society; the 
Japanese press emphasized this aspect. 
We in th~ Green movement have noted 
the significance of this incident: 1) high 
tech society is not secure, and 2) it can 
easily be disrupted or paralyzed. How­
ever, it.is necessary here to see the inci­
dent from the point of view of those who 
perpetrated it. They are certainly not 
green; they are as red as ripe tomatoes. 
The reason they stopped the trains is to 
demonstrate their opposition to the pro­
posed privatization of the national rail-

. way system. Since they are not against 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Write to the administrative law 

judge handling the acid rain hearings 
before the hearing record closes on 
May 20, 1986. Even if you can't get 
your letter there by May 20, write any­
way; the hearing record will likely be 
extended. Letters from outside Min­
nesota will have equal impact. In­
clude the following in your comments: 

1. The importance of wilderness and 
especially Minnesota's unique BWCA 
Wilderness. Mention why BWCA's re­
sources are important to you, for 
reasons such as the need to preserve 
natural ecosystems, the restorative 
powers of wilderness for people, enjoy­
ing wildlife, etc. 

2. The proposed MPCA acid deposi­
tion standard is not strong enough to 
protect Minnesota's sensitive re­
sources. The National Park Service 

· has testified that a standard of nine 

and Roger. We also sold a new acid rain 
t-shirt (designed by Lone Wolf Circles) 
and other EF! trinkets. We still have a 
few t-shirts left (see ads at back of jour­
nal). The road show went well. The au­
diences were good and much informa­
tion was shared. 

Another campaign created at the con­
ference is to take place during Interna­
tional Acid Rain Week, which is April 
19 to 26. Several events are planned. 
Colorado Earth First! is 'having a dem­
onstration in Denver on April 19. It will 
be innovative, as are all Colorado EF! 
demos. Arizona EF! and local Oracle 
activists are having a demonstration at 
the Magma smelter in San Manuel on 
April 21. This will feature guerilla 
theatre. Smokestacks will battle to the 
death ·with critters and trees. Green­
peace plans several events in Phoenix 
for the week, but, as of this writing, 
plans are not final. GASP will do a series 
of "Burma-shave" signs at the Phelps­
Dodge smelter in Douglas, as well as 
selling hits of oxygen to participants of 
a national bicycle race being held in Bis­
bee. These events will be history as you 
read this, but next issue we may run a 

trains nor technological society, one 
may rightly doubt their sanity in choos­
ing to demonstrate their opposition in 
this manner. Their driving ideology of 
Marxism (i.e., state capitalism) de­
manded that they do something to stop 
privatization, and since mindless vio­
lence is their creed, they ended up de­
stroying what they claim to save. 

There are lessons for us to learn from 
such incidents, but we must not forget 
to view them in context. 

-Rick Davis (Japanese EF! contact) 

Greetings! 
We just had a big DOE hearing on 

nuclear waste disposal in Ashland, and 
the sparks flew. Over 1300 people in at­
tendance with a unified message _: no 
dump and stop production of wastes. 

I'm glad you're printing information 
on the internal struggles at FOE and 
Sierra Club. They don't tell their mem­
bers much until things are falling apart. 
The quotes from the Club Executive Di­
rector were particularly interesting -
what a mushhead! 

-Wisconsin 

kilograms per hectare per year is 
needed. 

3. Minnesotans and non-Minneso­
tans alike are willing to pay a little 
extra in electricity bills to reduce acid 
rain. MPCA estimated that the acid 
rain control plan in Minnesota will 
cost the average Northern States 
Power residential customer just $1.36 
per month and the average Minnesota 
Power residential rate payer only $.49 
month. 

4. Minnesota should continue to 
take the lead nationally in acid rain 
control. Even though MPCA research 
indicates that 75-90% of Minnesota's 
acid rain originates in other states 
and provinces, Minnesota should con­
trol its part of the problem. The pro­
posed reductions match those re­
quired of Minnesota under most pro­
posed national acid rain legislation. 

Write now to: Allan Klein, Adminis­
trative Law Judge, 310 Fourth Ave. S., 
Minneapolis, MN 55415. 

piece on how they did . 
These events are helping to bring acid 

rain into the limelight here in the South­
west. The smelters in this area emit 
over 70% of the sulfur dioxide released 
in the Intermountain Basin (the area 
east of the Sierra Nevadas and west of 
the Rockies, north of Sonora, Mexico, 
and south of Canada). The Phelps­
Dodge smelter operates without pollu­
tion controls and has consistently viol­
ated federal clean air laws and refuses 
to clean up. The Magma smelter also 
operates without pollution controls. 
These smelters are creating serious 
health problems for trees, animals, as­
thmatics and ordinary people. GASP's 
work is already paying off. Arizona's 
Governor Bruce Babbitt is now asking 
the EPA to deny Phelps-Dodge the per­
mit to operate in violation of clean air 
standards. It looks like the EPA may do 
this, but we are not holding our breath. 

Arizona EF! is now backing away 
from acid rain work. With other Arizona 
actions coming up, we need to leave acid 
rain work in the very capable hands of · 
the other GASP groups and spend more 
ti]lle in other fights. 

Dear SFB, 
I just finished letter writing for the 

requests in the Eostar edition. Twenty­
four letters will go in tomorrow's mail 
dealing with ecological issues. I urge all 
who receive EF! to pay attention to all 
requests for letters and write! I at­
tended a seminar in our capitol building 
at which one of our senators told how 
much influence letters have on deci­
sions. They do gain the attention of US 
representatives and senators. It isn't in 
vain that we go through the journal, 
finding information needed to express 
our opinions. The senator told us that 
she pays close attention to letters writ­
ten in long hand. 

- Charlotte Neyland (Kansas) 
P. S. Thanks to those who wrote let­

ters to save Cheyenne Bottoms. 
continued on page 13 



BIG Wilderness for Los Padres 

Big Wilderness in southern Califor­
nia? You betcha! What else could moti­
vate twenty Earth First!ers to converge 
on the Los Padres Forest Service Head­
quarters in Santa Barbara at 6:30 AM 
dressed up as Condors and Blunt-nosed 
Leopard Lizards?! Freeway motorists 
were first greeted with a 90-foot banner 
attached to an overpass proclaiming 
"S.B. WILDERNESS: THINK BIG. 
EF! Down the road, motorists were 
further jolted out of their morning 
slumber by sign-toting California Con­
dors and Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizards 
(species chosen because of the danger 
of their extinction in the Santa Barbara 
area). Signs reading "Honk for Wilder­
ness," "Have to Have a Habitat," "Big 
Birds Need Big Wilderness," and 
"Earth First!" met with a nearly con­
tinuous stream of honks. A few 
motorists, not satisfied with a three­
second drive-thru course in local en­
vironmental issues, pulled over to be 
filled in on the purpose of this action. 
An EF! leaflet stated our goals as fol­
lows: 

1. Pressure the Forest Service into 
closing the Big Pine Mountain Road 
which divides the 150,000 acre San 
Rafael Wilderness from the 90,000 acre 
Dick Smith Wilderness. This dirt road 
is currently used by off-road motorcy­
cles which are a disturbing intrusion in 
these two Wilderness areas. 

2. The creation of a BIG Sespe Wilder­
ness. Covering 320,000 acres, the Sespe 
is the largest unprotected roadless area 
left in southern California. It is the 
home of the endangered Blunt-nosed 
Leopard Lizard, recently reintroduced · 
Desert Bighorn Sheep, and the last five 
wild California Condors. With increas­
ing pressure for oil and gas leases within 
this roadless area, now may be our last 
chance at visionary protection. 

The reaction of the FS to the fifteen 
Condors, two Lizards, and numerous 
sign-toting EF!ers was surprisingly 
positive. Several of us were invited into 
the Forest Supervisor's office for a dis­
cussion concerning the goals of our ac­
tion and our grievances with cmTent FS 
policy in southern California. Media re­
sponse was also very positive. We were 
covered on two local TV networks, three 
newspapers, and a radio station. 

So, with our first action behind us, 
the fight goes on - the fight against 
off-road vehicles, oil and gas leases in 
roadless areas, an oil pipeline, and the 

j myopic urbanization of this already can­
; cerous m~~!:?Polis. Whew! 

Can S. Latrans is an expert on acid 
rain and the Sespe wilderness. 

California's Magic Mountain: San Bruno 
by David D. Schmidt 

San Bruno Mountain is on the San 
Francisco peninsula, just south of the 
city limits, a mighty island of green ris­
ing from a surrounding sea of asphalt, 
extending over 3600 acres. Overlooked 
by developers in the mad rush of urban 
expansion that has characterized the 
San Francisco area since the Gold Rush, 
and at first unnoticed by environmen­
talists, the Mountain was "discovered" 
by both in the mid-1970s. On it, biologists 
have identified 19 rare and endangered 
species. These include the San Fran­
cisco Garter Snake; the Mission Blue, 
San Bruno Elfin, San Francisco Silver­
spot, and Bay Checkerspot Butterflies; 
a moth; a bee; and a dozen wildflowers 
and shrubs. San Bruno is also inhabited 
by Raccoons, foxes, weasels, owls, 
rabbits, newts, eagles , and many other 
noble creatures. Unfortunately, this 
biological treasure stands on some of 
the highest-priced acreage of the Bay 
Area. 

After a decade oflegal wrangling over 
the federal Endangered Species Act, at­
torneys for the developers/destroyers, 
government agencies, and a dissension­
wracked environmental group signed a 
compromise agreement which they hailed 
as "historic," but which will probably 
condemn many of the Mountain's threat­
ened species - perhaps all of them -
to extinction. Now that legal appeals 
have been exhausted, the environmental 
activists who have weathered the strug­
gles are no match for the bulldozers 
already gouging the Mountain's flanks. 

The Mountain's leading human ally, 
· David Schooley, has issued a plea for 
help. One glimmer of hope has appeared 
in the form of a bill in the California 

legislature to issue bonds for park ac­
quisition throughout the state, S.B.1717. 
Letters are needed encouraging state 
legislators to co-sponsor the bill and 
make sure that San Bruno Mountain 
will be on the acquisition list (write 
legislators at State Capitol, Sacramento, 
CA 95814). If the park bonds bill passes 
by this summer it will be on the 
statewide ballot for voter approval in 
November. 

The bond issue, even if approved, may 
take effect too late for some parts of the 
Mountain. On the northeast side, earth­
moving machines were mauling dozens 
of acres this past winter to build a con­
necting road between two larger high­
ways. The South San Francisco City 
Council voted last year to allow bulldoz­
ers to carve hundreds more acres on the 
southeast side into a huge stairstep pat­
tern overlooking a planned commercial 
development. Voters petitioned for a 
referendum, but legal technicalities 
have delayed the vote until June 3. 
Meanwhile, Schooley has been seeking 
a legal injunction to prevent any de­
struction prior to the election. 

His latest plan to keep the bulldozers 
at bay involves an environmental 
"pledge of resistance" he is urging ac­
tivists to sign, committing themselves 
to various levels of volunteer effort to 
save the Mountain. The first level com­
mits the signer to write five letters 
a month to public officials, or spend 
five hours a month on other Mountain­
saving work. The next level commits 
signers to five hours a week of activity, 
and the third level commits signers to 
be on call for emergency demonstra­
tions, including possible human block­
ades of bulldozers. The latter commit­
ment hearkens back to the American 

Revolutionary "minutemen" of two 
centuries ago. 

In the San Francisco area, where en­
vironmentalists seem to be everywhere, 
only a few have made saving San Bruno 
Mountain their priority. Unless greater 
numbers turn out to help Schooley -
and fast - they won't know what 
they've got until it's gone. 

If you'd like to volunteer, or take a 
tour of the Mountain, call Schooley 
at 415-467-6631.For more info, contact 
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WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Write to the Forest Supervisor and 

ask for the closure of the Big Pine 
Mountain Road ( #9Nll) to all motor 
vehicles. Also ask for the creation of 
a 320,000 acre Sespe Wilderness. Write 
to: Forest Service/Supervisor's Office, 
Los Padres National Forest, 6144 Calle 
Real, Goleta, CA 93117. 

Photos by Roland Knapp 

David D. Schmidt, 4607 Connecticut 
Ave. NW #719, Wash. , DC 20008 (202-
387-8030 or 364-2402). 

David Schmidt is a fi·ee-lance writer 
who grew -up in San Francisco, but is 
nmu in DC. On a 1•isit to his old home, 
Schmidt accompanied Schooley to San 
Bruno Mountain. "What impressed me 
most was not seeing the endangered 
species," said Schmidt, "but the 
Banana Slugs, those denizeus of the 
redwood forest. Have you ever seen 
Banana Slugs in an urban area? 
Clearly, this is a ve1 s ecial,place." 
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The Earth First! Directory FLORIDA EARTH FIRST! 
Ronnie Hawkins 

The Earth First! Directory lists the contact points for 10830 SW 85th Ct 
the international Earth First! movement. It is divided Gainesville FL 32608 
into three sections: 1) National EF! offices in the United (904)495.92Q3 
States, and international contacts; 2) Active EF! Chap· 
ters or Groups; and 3) Contact persons where there is as KANSAS EARTH FIRST! 
yet _no a~t i ve EF! group ._If you are interested in becoming Charlotte Neyland 
active with the Earth Fn-stl movement, contact the folks 613 Elm 
listed for your area. Coffeyville KS 67337 

Earth First.' The Radical Environmental Journal is an ' 
independent entity within the international Earth First! ll. Rail 
movement, and is not t he newsletter of the Earth First! 626 Maine 
mo:iement. It does, however, provide a forum for Eait h Lawrence KS 66044 
First!ers around the world. This directory is provided as a ' 
service to independent EF! groups. MAINE EARTH FIRST! 

EARTH FIRST! JOURNAL 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & TRINKETS 
Earth First! 
POB 5871 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 
I 

. EARTH FIRST! FOUNDATION 
POB 86 
Moab, UT 84532 

EF! RAINFOREST ACTION 
Bay Area Earth First! 
POB83 
Canyon, CA 94516 

EF! GRIZZLY BEAR TASK FORCE 
POB 7572 
Missoula, MT 59807 

HOWIE WOLKE DEFENSE FUND 
Box 7058 
Jackson, WY 83001 

AUSTRALIA 
John Seed 
Rainforest Information Centre 
POB 368, Lismore 
New South Wales 2480 
Australia 

JAPAN 
Rick Davis 
612 KYoto-shi, Fushimi-ku 
21-1 
Tanaka-kata 
KYoto, Japan 
(075)643-2090 

LOCAL GROUPS 
SE ALASKA EARTH FIRST! 
Box 211155 
Auke Bay, AK 99821 

ALASKA EARTH FIRST! 
Willy Dunne 
PObll2 
Denali Park, AK 99755 

.-J 
ARIZONA EARTH FIRST! 
John Davis 
POB 5871 
Tucson, AZ 85703 
(602)622-1371 

Mary Sojourner 
Oak Creek Star Rt. 
cOB 14 
Flagstaff, AZ 86001 
(602)174-8601 

Grisle 
POB 1525 
Prescott, AZ 86302 

Quanna 
102 W. Palomino #274 
Chandler, AZ 85217 
(602)926-2268 

CALIFORNIA EARTH FIRST! GROUPS 

SAN FRANCISCO BAY EF! 
East Bay 
Karen Pickett 
POB83 
Canyon, CA 94516 
( 415 )376-7329/548-2220 

Marin County 
Tim Jeffries 
22 Claus Circle 
Fairfax, CA 94930 
(415)456-7433 . 

Santa Cruz 
Dennis P. Davie 
clo POB 651 
Capitola, CA 95010 
(408)425-3865 

CHICO EARTH FIRST! 
Michelle Miller 
Box 38A 
Cohasset Stage 
Chico, CA 95926 
(916)345-4746 

MENDOCINO EF! 
Don Morris 
POB 1551 
Willits, CA 95490 
(707)459-4715 

STANISLAUS EARTH FIRST! 
Bill Curless 
4500 River Rd. 
Oakdale, CA 95361 
(209)847-8427 

SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA EF! 
Santa Barbara 
Roland Knapp 
6609 Sabado Tarde # B 
Goleta, CA 93117 

. (805)685-3836 ' 

San Diego 
Claude Mathis 
POB 311 
Encinitas, CA 92024 

. (619)942-8069 

San Diego State U 
Ron Schneider 
c/o lntenection House 
5717 Linda Paseo 
San Diego, CA 92115 
(619)582-4203 message 

COLORADO EARTH FIRST! 
Dave Lucas & Kathy Hands 
Box 241 
Boulder, CO 80306 
(303)449-4048 . 

Scott Sala 
171 S. Clarkson 
Denver, CO 80209 
(303)778-7388 

Bob Lewis 
Box 2190 
Aspen, CO 81611 

. (303)92!>-2832 

Gary Lawless 
Box 687 
South Harpswell, ME 04079 

MASSACHUSETTS EARTH FIRST! 
Craig Stehr 
POB 814 
Cambridge, MA 02139 

MONTANA EARTH FIRST! 
Barb & Gary Steele 
Rt. 1, Box 44K 
St. Ignatius, MT 59865 
(406)745-3212 

Randall Gloege 
343 North Rimroad 
Billings, MT 59102 
(406)256-0965 

Mike Bond 
16320 Cottonwood 
Bozeman, MT 59715 
(406)763-4507 

Rose Zechman 
POB 622 
Milltown, MT 59851 
( 406 )258-6014 

NEW MEXICO EARTH FIRST! 
S,teve Marlatt . 
clo 3957 Westv1ew 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
(505)526-9380 

Brad Lagorio 
2405 Meadow Rd SW 
Albuquerque, NM 87105 
(505)873-0299 

Kathy Chaney 
504 S. Michigan 
Roswell, NM 88201 
(505)624-2856 

Andrew Main 
522 Halona 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 
(505)982-0486 

OHIO EARTH FIRST! 
Jerry R. Welch 
1150 Mcintosh Ave. 
Akron, OH 44314 
(216)848-1979 

Dev Weiss 
8293 Chagrin Mills Rd 
Novelty, OH 44072 
(216)338-3589 

OREGON EARTH FIRST! 
Ric Bailey 
POB 605 
Joseph, OR 97846 
(503)432-1015 

Steve Marsden 
POB 212 
Williams, OR 97544 
(503)474-0259 

Melinda Lee 
Rt. 3 Box 157A 
She.-'Ood, OR 97140 
(503)628-2814 

Mike Jakubal 
5570 SW 3rd 
Corvallis, OR 97333 
(503)752-5727 

TEXAS EARTH FIRST! 
Barbara Dugelby 
1305-B Kirkwood 
Austin, TX 78722 
(512)467-1404 

Gatlin Mitchell 
1730 6th Ave. 
Ft. Worth, TX 76110 

Sedge Simmons 
1503 Bissonnet #66 
Houston, TX 77005 
( 713)529-7696 

VIRGINIA/DC EARTH FIRST! 
Robert F. Mueller 
Rt. 1Box250 
Staunton, VA 24401 
(703)885-6983 

WASHINGTON EARTH FIRST! 
George Draffan 
POB 95316 
Seattle, WA 98145 

WYOMING EARTH FIRST! 
Hiroshima Svendsen 
Box 2166 
Jackson, WY 83001 
(307)733-4793 

Vistara Parham 
32 Redpoll Lane RR 3 
Sheridan, WY 82801 
(307)674-4795 

LOCAL CONTACTS 
ARKANSAS 
Feels the Wind 
Rte 1 
Jasper, AR 72641 

CALIFORNIA 
Bill Devall 
POB21 
Arcata, CA 95521 
(707)822-8136 

Tom Skeele 
POB 272 
Yosemite, CA 95389 
(209)372-4441 

Tum Banks 
81 9th 
Cayucos, CA 93430 
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COLORADO 
Heavy Duty 
726 112 Duclo 
Manitou Springs, CO 80829 
(303)685-1778 

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Terry J. Harris 
108 North Adams St. 
Rockville , MD 20850 
(301)762-1312 

GEORGIA 
Dennis Stansell 
15 Liberty St. 
Gainesville, GA 30501 
( 404 )536-9669 

HAWAII 
Kamahine 
POB 718 
Honolulu, HI 96808 
(808)531-0375 

IDAHO 
CW Pomeroy 
Box 1765 
Ketchum, ID 83340 

IOWA 
Bruce Espe 
RR l, Box 107 
Stuart, IA 50250 
( 515 )743-6509 

Jennifer L. Baum~Noah 
1003 Arlington Ave. #1 
Davenport, IA 52803 
(319)322-0541 

KENTUCKY 
Rev. A.H. Feldman 
Middle of the Rainbow 
Tompkinsville, KY 42167 

Pete Ayers 
Rt 1, Box 355-E 
E. Bemstadt, KY 40729 

LOUISIANA 
Stephen Duplantier 
POB 512 
Abita Springs, LA 70420 

MARYLAND 
Leonard J . Kerpelman 
2403 W. Rogers 
Baltimore, MD 21209 
(301)367-8855 

MISSISSIPPI 
DC Harvill 
1217 Longo St 
Waveland, MS 39576 

Daniel Conner 
Box 1904 
University, MS 38677 
( 601 )232-5146 

MINNESOTA 
Bob Kuhlberg 
410 112 S. Front #4 
Mankato, MN 56001 
(507)387-6800 

No More Bull 
1615 E. Superior St. #9 
Duluth, MN 55812 

MISSOURI 
Sue Skidmore 
1364 S. Plaza 
Springfield, MO 65804 
(417)882-2947 

NEW HAMPSHIRE 
Bill Chamberlain 
RR 1, Box 225 
Alstead Center, NH 03602 

NEW YORK CITY 
Debbie Malkin 
clo 47 Willow Lane 
Tenafly, NJ 07670 
(201)567-0528 

NEW YORK 
Mike Rubin 
Box 187 
Lake Placid, NY 12946 
(518)523-2022 

Francis Scott 
RD #1, Box 585 
Gowanda, NY 14070 
(716)532-3818 

NORTH CAROLINA 
Wes Carpenter 
1318 W. Florida St. 
Greensboro, NC 27403 

OKLAHOMA 
Forrest L. Johnson 
1402 Rebecca Lane 
Norman, OK 73069 
( 405 )364-3555/325-5513 

PENNSYLVANIA 
John McFarland 
POB 179 
Pt. Pleasant, PA 18950 

David Hafer 
POB65 
Lewisburg, PA 17837 
(717)523-3107 

Antoinette Dwinga 
842 Library Ave. 
Carnegie, PA 15106 

TENNESSEE 
Brian Lee Hickok 
POB 202 
Maryville, TN 37803 
(615)856-3675 

VERMONT 
Jay Moore &Brian Toklar 
POB 64 
Adamant, VT 05640 
(802)454-80231454-7345 

WEST VIRGINIA 
JR Spruce 
Box 22"2-A, RR I 
Ridgeley, WV 26753 
(304 )738-2212 

WISCONSIN 
Bob Kaspar 
POB 37 
Glen Haven, WI 53810 
(608)794-2373 

Hank Bruse 
548A Honeysuckle Lane 
Madison, WI 53713 

Pioneer conservationists Roscoe and 
Wilma Poland were honored by the 
California State Park Rangers Associa­
tion at their annual convention this 
March. Dave Foreman was the closing 
speaker of the convention and National 
Park Service Director William Penn 
Mott was the keynote speaker. Photo by 
John Mott. 

Austin Acts on 
Rainforests 
by Barbara Dugelby 

It was a first for Texas Earth First!. 
It was first for the Southwest. On April 
9th and 10th, Austin EF! sponsored a 
Tropical Rainforest Symposium, held on 
the UT campus. The Symposium, enti­
tled "Killing the Rainforests: A Call for 
Action," brought in renowned conser­
vationists David Brower of Earth Island 
Institute, Randy Hayes of Rainforest 
Action Network, and EF!'s own Dave 
Foreman; along with rainforest ecology 
experts Dr. Larry Gilbert of UT; Hum­
berto Suzan ofTamaulipas, Mexico; and 
Jim· Nations, researcher and expert on 
Central American rainforest destruc­
tion. 

The two evenings of informative, in­
spiring, and at times fiery talks sparked 
energy in those who attended, alerting 
them of the need for a grassroots re­
sponse to the world's rainforest crisis. 
For dedicated EF!ers the event re­
fueled the "green fire" that Dave speaks 
of in his spine-chilling, heel-kicking pre­
sentation. One of the most important 
things to come out of the symposium 
was the realization that Austin and the 
surrounding area carry great potential 
for serious rainforest action. There are 
many motivated individuals ready to 
help, excellent scholars and organizers, 
and a concerned public ready to be in­
formed. EF! Austin is committed to 
further educating the public of the ex­
tent and implications of rainforest de­
struction and possible solutions, 
through public lectures, films, letter­
writing campaigns, local boycotts, and 
demonstrations. Anyone interested in 
being a part of our "Southwest Call For 
Action" contact EF! Austin at POB 
7292, University Station, Austin, TX 
78713. 

Barbara Dugelby merits immense 
praise for organizing this successful 
symposium. She will fill the shoes of 
David Orr as EF! Austin contact and 
organizer as David leaves Texas - hard 
shoes to fill, but Barbara will do it (not 
to sugg~st, of course, that she has big 
feet). 

MOVING? 
SEND 

US YOUR 
NEW 

ADDRESS! 
Earth First! Back 

In New Mexico 
by Brad Lagorio 

The newly-formed Albuquerque 
Earth First! group met during the first 
week of April, as a follow-up to the EF! 
and Greenpeace Acid Rain Road Show. 
(Thanks Stephanie, Roger, and Geo­
rge!) Twenty people attended the pot­
luck, and while searching for direction 
for our actions our common commit­
ment emerged to protect the values of 
wild lands, plants and animals, AND 
TO ACTION! We plan to start with pub­
lic and publicized "clean-up" actions in 
natural areas around Albuquerque to 
develop our group (tribe) cohesiveness 
and to build credibility (as well as a 
larger following) in the Albuquerque 
area. Soon you will read in this journal 
about our exploits when we take on the 
big boys. 

To contact Albuquerque EF!, write 
or call: Brad Lagorio, 2405 Meadow SW, 
Alb., NM 87105 (505-873-0299). For car­
pooling to the RRR from Albuquerque 
area, contact Joanne McEntire at 505-
345-6109. 



Babbit t the Rabbit Condemns Mt. Graham 

MT. GRAHAM DEIS DUE OUT 
by Anger Birdman and Ursa Power 

Mt. Graham DEIS Due Out 
The long awaited Draft Environmen­

tal Impact Statement on the proposed 
Mt. Graham Astrophysical Area should 
have been released to the public by the 
time of this printing. Officials from the 
Coronado National Forest in Arizona 
targeted "late March or early April" for 
completion. We expect additional de­
lays, however. Everyone should get on 
the list to receive a copy (at Steward 
Observatory's expense) by calling the 
Forest Circus at 602-629-6483. We do 
not know if the costly document will be 
mailed to all of the 1000 letter writers 
(plus contless petition signers) who 
have expressed an opinion on the plan­
ned atrocity. 

Many informational gaps can be ex­
pected in the DEIS, which is the prod­
uct of a cursory six-month investigation 
by the University of Arizona's Office of 
Arid Lands Studies. A spokesman for 
Arid Lands admitted they were encour­
aged to produce a study that was even 
"faster and dirtier" than was finally 
agreed upon. 

Holes and unanswered questions not­
withstanding, the DEIS will bear out 
criticisms the opposition movement has 
made with regard to the multitude of 
severe impacts. They include" .. . pos­
sible violations of the Endangered 
Species Act by destruction of critical 
habitat for the Mt. Graham red squirrel, 
the Apache trout and Erigeron pri.nglei 
[mountain fleabane]; conflicts with the 
Coronado National Forest Plan for the 
Pinalenos by degrading or harming the 
populations of bear, twin-spotted rattle­
snakes, white-tailed deer and other 
fauna; partial degradation of the relict 
Pleistocene forest, including three high 
mountain cienegas that have Federal 
protection; pre-emption of the public's 
recreational land use as proposed in the 
Coronado Forest Plan, especially a 
change in recreation value from primi­
tive/semijfrimitive to developed 
campsites ·with· 'urban' astronomical 
pockets; major conflicts with the CNFP 
visual quality objectives, especially 
foreground vistas on the summit; possi­
ble removal or relocation of two cultural 
sites that have been proposed for the 
State and National Register; increased 
fire risks; possible pre-emption of scien­
tific knowledge of the bear and squirrel 
population and Pleistocene climatic 
change; pre-emption of some huntable 
acreage; pre-emption of a semi-wilder­
ness, southeastern Arizona mountain­
top within a regional context in which 
mountaintops have become a scarce re­
creational resource, especially near 
urban centers." 

It is both amusing and infuriating to 
read the section in the Arid Lands' 
DEIS which was prepared by the Stew­
ard Observatory to attempt to justify 
their "need" for Mt. Graham. A spokes­
man for Arid Lands admits his office 
had "nothing to do with this section ... 
. we will not vouch for its veracity, 
either." 

We cannot guess how much buncombe 
from Dr. Peter Strittmatter and the 

Steward Observatory will be accepted 
by the Forest Disservice and printed as 
fact. It is rumored that the FS intends 
to consider neither Mt. Graham's natu­
ral uniqueness nor its astronomical 
suitability as a factor in its decision mak­
ing process. That position would leave 
the FS »ulnerable to legal challenges. 
If questions of astronomical suitability 
and need are not answered in the EIS, 
the premise of the proponents and the 
entire EIS process becomes moot. 

Steward Observatory's section in the 
Arid Lands' document is propaganda 
under the guise of science. Details are 
ignored, and nebulous footnotes cited 
with no traceable sources. 

The aggressiveness of these star-gaz­
ers is exemplified by their ignoring a 
recent decision of the Safford Ranger 
District of the Coronado National 
Forest to disallow snow-plowing of 
Route 366 and Forest Road 507 until 
unknown impacts and liabilities are de­
scribed. Both roads are needed by the 
astronomers for travel to their test 
facilities on High Peak, but have tradi­
tionally been closed in winter due to 
snow. Undaunted, the astronomers cir­
cumvented the FS and obtained a per­
mit from the State Department of 
Transportation to plow the road, 
against Forest Circus recommendation. 
We are investigating the legality of this 
action. It is no wonder that Steward 
Observatory is viewed with contempt 
by much of the astronomical community 
across the US. One astronomy depart­
ment head from a major institution sum­
med up the feeling of many this way, ". 
. . your distrust of the Steward Obser­
vatory is neither unwarranted nor 
unique .... they are well known in our 
discipline for their intimidating and 
ofttimes . unscrupulous tactics [to at­
tempt to] ... dominate the field." 

It is time for action at all levels 
against these public iand exploiters. 
Call Steward Observatory (602-621-
2288) and demand a copy of their Mt. 
Graham Site Developm.ent Master Plan; 
give them a piece of your mind. Read 
.in the plan of their 25 huge structures, 
asphalt superhighway complete with 
traffic control lights, expandable 100 
person dormitory, undergTound and 
overhead power lines, aerial tram, etc.; 
all requiring restrictions on public ac­
cess. We will be expected to pay $5 to 
fake a shuttle tour bus past the locked 
gate to view their 2000 square foot, 30 
foot tall mirror vacuum coating facility, 
amply stocked with barrels of hydro­
chloric acid, nitric acid, potassium hy­
droxide, cuperic sulfate, and ethoxy­
ethanol. 

Visit the area and view the test equip­
ment and diesel-soaked shanty camp al­
ready in place on High Peak. Visit the 
Forest Disservice and express yourself! 
Send comments on the DEIS to the 
Freddies. Wear T-shirts and sport 
bumper stickers from the Coalition for 
the Preservation of Mt. Graham. Con­
tact Arizona EF! to find out what you 
can do to help stop this disgusting proj ­
ect now! 

Babbitt Condemns Mt. Graham 
Arizona's lame duck Democrat gover-

nor Bruce Babbitt (who i.s actively 
courting national environmental groups 
in his bid for the presidency) surprised 
both sides in the Mt. Graham Interna­
tional Observatory issue by endorsing 
the proposed development. His appro­
val of the grotesque project . came 
against advice from his aides and agen­
cies such as the State Land Department 
and the Game and Fish Department. 

Babbitt was paying bills in Graham 
County when he announcect support for 
the abomination. Graham County God­
father Hank Gietz and other Gila Valley 
power brokers have been in bed with 
the Steward Observatory, deluding 
others with fantasies of economic pros­
perity that would result from the exploi­
tation of the county's stupendous natu­
ral landmark. Figures yet to be released 
will not only pop that fantasy, but will 
demonstrate that the gTandiose desec­
ration will actually become a tax burden 
for impoverished Graham County. 

Babbitt, ·one month prior to his an­
nouncement of support, had, in a letter 
to an opposition leader, assured us that 
he would take no position until he had 
read the Environmental Impact State­
ment. In an apparent loss of memory, 
"Babbitt the Rabbit" contradicted his 
own written statements. This political 
stumble may be the final coup de grace 
to the politician's career. No liberal 
Democrat with aspirations for the 
White House can afford to have an en­
vironmental skeleton in the closet as big 

· as Mt. Graham. 
Earth First! is calling on all who op­

pose this monstrosity to hit the gover­
nor and the following politicians with 

Grand Canyon Uranium Mine Update 
by Ned · Powell 

Our battle to stop the Grand Canyon 
Uranium Mine has passed a bureaucra­
tic milestone. May 1st marked the end 
of the public comment period for the 
draft EIS on this absurd plan. A mere 
formality, of course - the Freddies 
never were interested in hearing public 
opinion. They made it clear, from page 
one, that the mine proposal would be 
approved , although for legal reasons 
they collected comments on which haul 
route to use and minor details concern­
ing the powerline corridor. 

Once again the legal process is just a 
parody of public servants listening to 
the wishes of the American · people. 

Leonard Lindquist,. Supervisor for the 
Kaibab National Forest, limited the 
scope of this comment period to issues 
like: How many deer fawning areas 
should we disrupt? (The mine site is in 
the middle of one area, haul route option 
# 1 runs next to, or through all five fawn­
ing areas in the region .) How many of 
the three Antelope fawning areas 
should be penetrated by uranium ore 
trucks? How about Elk calving areas? 
Should we truck this ore across an Elk 
migration corridor? Should we disrupt 
the forest or should these huge ore car­
riers be routed through Flagstaff? Does 
anyone care what effect this will have 
on wild Turkeys or Black Bear? How 
can we hide this operation from 

tourists? Doesn't it feel good to help the 
local economy? The real issues were 
never addressed. 

Stay tuned, amigos, the fight isn't 
over yet. If you want to get involved · 
contact AZ EF! (Donations are 
needed.) Arizona EF!ers will be discus­
sing this and other issues at a Memorial 
Day gathering on Mt. Graham and at 
the RRR in Idaho. Y'all come. 

While the legal process is a sham, let­
ters do still make a difference, and dead­
lines shouldn't preclude us from sending 
comments. So, write in opposition to 
the Grand Canyon Uranium Mine to: 
Supervisor Leonard Lindquist, Kaibab 
National Forest, 800 S 6th St. , Williams, 
AZ 86046. 

letters of outrage! Urge your represen­
tatives to studv the soon-to-be 1·eleased 
draft EIS and ignore all of Steward Ob­
servatory's whitewashed drivel. Re­
mind them that 150 ·Black Bears, 65 
Mountain Lions, 300 Red Squirrels. 10 
Spotted Owls and populations of 
Apache Trout, Twin-spotted Rattle­
snakes and Mountain Fleabane need 
Mt. Graham to survive; that the pro­
posed observatory would seYerely im­
pact the last remaining 700 acre stand 
of relict Pleistocene spruce-fir forest in 
southern Arizona. 

Please write or call: Bruce Babbitt, 
Governor, 1700 W Washington St.. 
Executive Tower, Phoenix, AZ 85007 
(602-255-4331); representatives Morris 
Udall (202-225-4065; undecided on Mt. 
Graham issue), Jim Kolbe (202-225-
2542; supports observatory), .John Mc­
Cain (202-223-2635; position un­
known), Bob Stump (202-225-4576; po­
sition unknown), and Eldon Rudd 
(202-225-3361; position unknown), 
each at l!S House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515; senators De­
nnis DeConcini (202-224-4521; sup­
ports observatory), and Barry Gold­
water (202-224-2235; position un­
known), each at US Senate. 
Washington, DC 20510; and your 
Arizona state senator and representa­
tive, State Capitol, 1700 W 
Washington St., Phoenix, AZ 85007 
(toll free 1-800-352-8404). 

Anger Birdmm1 a 11d U1 ·sa Puwe;· a re 
lung-ti1ne natives o( Mt. Gmlw111 and 
it.~ ("Yl vi runs. · 

Photo by Jacobson. 
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USDA FIRES ANTI­
HERBICIDE_ RESEARCHER 

by Ann Carr 

When it comes to firing, the USDA 
(Agriculture Department) is notorious 

· for cutting out the livewood - the crea­
tive noncomformist who is viewed as a 
trouble-maker by his or her adminis­
trators. Several years ago they fired the 
chair of a committee studying organic 
farming as an alternative to high-cost 
and environmentally-destructive pet­
rochemical agriculture. This article is 
about soil scientist Bob Dixon, who was 
fired last fall at a time when his was the 
most widely acclaimed research in the 
USDA's Agricultural Research Service 
(ARS). He is the inventor of the land 
imprinter and land imprinting, a 
machine and process for revegetating 
overgrazed rangelands without use of 
environmentally destructive wide-spec­
trum herbicides. Dr. Dixon's axing and 
his supervisor Howard Morton's strong 
vested interest in the herbicide industry 
is no mere coincidence. 

Bob Dixon chose long ago to devote 
his career to arresting soil erosion. 
After considering the importance of top­
soil as a vital habitat for all terrestrial 
life, Dixon concluded that rampant soil 
erosion on a global scale was humanity's 
number one problem. After all, the col­
lapse of many ancient civilizations is at­
tributed to uncontrolled soil erosion. 
Dixon takes a broad view oftopso"l. It's 
not just a mixture of mineral and or- . 
ganic matter, but is a living entity de­
pendent on mutually creative processes 
for growth and survival. That is, terrest­
rial plants and animals create their top­
soil habitat which then functions as a 
fertile site for creative evolutionary pro­
cesses. Thus, as the thin mantle of top­
soil thickens with time due to activities 
of living organisms, it not only can sup­
port an increasing number and diversity 
of such organisms, but also can provide 
room for the products of hybridization 
and genetic mutation. On the other 
hand, topsoil erosion consists of two in­
terdependent and overlapping steps: 
death of the living organisms (or topsoil 
death), and translocation of remaining 
organic and mineral matter through the 
forces of wind, water,' and gravity. 

A T?lling rangeland i~printer operating on severely overgrazed land near Tombstone, 
~rizona . The resultinq angular depressions in the soil surface funnel rainwater, 
litter, seeds, and topsoil together where they can work in concert to germinate seeds 
and establish seedlings. Photo courtesy of Ann Carr. 

Land imprinting evolved over many 
years. Dixon, early in life, began con-

necting the topsoil erosion problem 
with a malfunction in the infiltration 
system of soil; which is the process by 
which rainwater penetrates the soil sur­
face to replenish soil and groundwater 
reservoirs, and in turn to feed plant 
roots and springs. If rainwater could 
infiltrate as fast as it fell, there would 
be no rainwaterrnnoffto erode the suil. 
Furthermore, . if all the rainwater 
soaked in to support flourishing vegeta­
tion, there would be no hard soil sur­
faces and thus no wind erosion. Dixon 
observed that virgin prairies soaked up 
rainwater where it fell, thereby provid­
ing the vital moisture required for 
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flourishing plant and animal com­
munities and for thickening the mantle 
of topsoil. But when these prairies were 
over-plowed, over-cowed and more re­
cently over-Dowed, the soil surface be­
came increasingly smooth and sealed 
with resultant decreases in rainwater 
infiltration and corresponding increases 
in rainwater run.offa..nd topsoil erosion. 
Bob conducted research to verify these 
observations, and to confirm the need 
for soil air to be vented to make room 
for the infiltrating rainwater. 

We now know how Dow, Cow and the 
Plow upset the infiltration process so 
that rainwater runs off carrying topsoil 
with it as it moves downslope to build 
devastating floodwaters. But what good 
is this scientific knowledge unless it is 
put to use? That was the message Dixon 
received from his USDA administrators 
in the 1970s. He knew that to apply his 
infiltration concept in the best way 
would require new farm tools because 
conventional digging and plowing equip­
ment broke down soils' infiltration sys­
tems, and he knew that development of 
new tools would infringe upon the do­
main of his colleagues in agricultural 
and mechanical engineering. Neverthe­
less, in 1976 he developed a unique ap­
proach for land treatment which he 
called land imprinting, using USDA­
ARS machine shop facilities to fabricate 
a prototypic rolling rangeland im­
printer. 

Bob Dixon's invention of the im­
printer fortuitously coincided with a 
drought in the western US and the need 
for new methods to stretch limited rain­
water. Seizing the opportunity, USDA's 
Information Staff in Oakland issued a 
nation-wide news release stressing the 
ways in which land imprinting could sof­
ten the punch of the drought. A huge 
amount of publicity ensued as many 
newspapers, farm magazines, TV chan­
nels, etc. elaborated on the initial 
USDA release. Dixon's colleagues at the 
USDA-ARS Southwest Rangeland 
Watershed Research Center showed re­
sentment and jealousy over the public­
ity showered upon the land imprinter 
and Dixon. One staff member tried to 
discredit Dixon by spreading the word 
that Dixon did not use experimental 
controls in his research. Another staff 
member started taking credit in publica­
tions for the development of imprinting. 
Operating funds for the imprinting re­
search began to disappear mysteriously. 
Thus, in early 1980 Dixon requested a 
transfer across Tucson to another 
USDA-ARS research group, the Arid­
land Ecosystem Improvement Re­
search Unit, headed by Howard Morton. 

Dixon learned too late that his new 
supervisor was being subjected to much 
negative publicity in a series of articles 
by Jane Kay in the Arizona Daily Star 
concerning his use of experimental her­
bicides over large acreages of the 
Buenos Aires Ranch. This negative pub­
licity contrasted sharply with the posi­
tive publicity that land imprinting was 
getting. This contrast may ·have moti­
vated Morton to seek to get rid of Dixon 
and the land imprinting threat. Get rid 
of Dixon he did, but only after five years 
of abusive and punitive actions which 
amounted to severe harassment. 

In addition to abusive actions against 
Dixon - such as suspensions without 
pay, pay reductions, AWOL charges and 
grade demotions - Morton attempted 
to discredit land imprinting through rig­
ged experiments. Morton and his assis­
tant Jerry Cox conducted laud imprint­
ing research in Arizona and Mexico 
using substandard equipment and 
operating procedures to prove that land 
imprinting has no merit. Not surpris­
ingly, performance was also substan­
dard. They are now trying to publish 
their data. 

Up to the time Dixon joined Morton's 
staff, he had never received a perfor­
mance rating of less than satisfactory. 
Since becoming a USDA Soil Scientist 
in 1960 he had risen from GS 7 Grade, 
Step 1 to GS 13, Step 7. After 20 years 
of success, Dixon suddenly became a 
failure because his research threatened 
Morton's comfortable entrenchment in 
the petrochemical industry. 

During the five years that Dixon was 
being harassed, Morton enjoyed the 
somewhat reluctant support of USDA 
administrators and the wholehearted 
support of the petrochemical industry; 
whereas Dixon had the support of ran­
chers and many other land managers 
and environmental organizations includ­
ing Sierra Club, Audubon Society, 
Northern Coalition for Alternatives to 
Pesticides, Defenders of Wildlife and 
Friends of the Earth. In this five-year 
period, 60 articles appeared worldwide 
on land imprinting. 
· On the day he was fired, or involun­
tarily separated as the USDA calls it, 
Dixon applied for an early retirement 
annuity to pay his living expenses and 
to establish a non-profit organization, 
The Imprinting Foundation. This 
Foundation will be directed to achieving 
sustainable Earth culture. He feels 
we've only scratched the surface in the 
field ofland imprinting in particular and 
permanent agriculture in general. 

The USDA once again has chopped 
out the livewood and left the dead. How­
ard Morton now presides over the re­
mnants of the USDA land imprinting 
research. The fox is babysitting the 
chicken. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
Write your members of Congress, 

encouraging them to ask for an inves­
tigation of Dixon's firing by USDA. 

Ann Carr is an ecologist living in 
Tucson. Persons interested in helping 
The Imprinting Foundation can reach 
Ann at 602-795-6008. 

Saguaro after herbicide treatment. 
Photo by Dave Foreman. 



USDA 
POISONS SAGUAROS 

by Ann Carr 

It has recently been discovered that 
the USDA, in 1982, killed Saguaro Cacti 
and Paloverde Trees (the Arizona State 
Tree and Flower) in the lower Sonoran 
Desert foothills under the guise of "con­
ducting revegetation experiments" for 
the petrochemical industry. According 
to the warped wisdom of the USDA's 
Agricultural Research Service (ARS), 
target plants such as the Mesquite and 
Creosote bush had to be killed as a first 
step to the reintroduction of perennial 
grasses in severely overgrazed range­
land. 

In a 60-acre experiment, the ARS 
bulldozed a large area of lush Sonoran 
desert for an aircraft landing strip in 
preparation for aerial application of a 
killer chemical , Tebuthiuron, to snuff 
the life out of the native vegetation in 
order to encourage growth of succulent 
grasses to feed the Sacred Cow. Typi­
cally, overspray killed beyond the 60-
acre boundary. The ARS was successful 
in destroying not only the target plants 
of Mesquite and Creosote, but also vir­
tually every living organism in the area -
shown in the photos. · 

A single application of the herbicide 
Tebuthiuron has created a silent spring, 
summer, fall and winter for three con­
secutive years. This ecological violation 
pushed back the natural plant succes­
sion to the starting point of an unstable 

Letters cont 
Dear SFB, 
Arthur Dogmeat would like to ex­

plain a few facts to folks who wrote to 
Yellowstone Park with questions about 
the SS Watt. Yellowstone Park officials 
answer complaints about the SS Watt 
by saying, "Huh? We don't have a deluxe 
houseboat called the SS Watt." That's 
brilliant. Before explaining why I didn't 
call the SS Watt by its proper name, let 
me say that Park officials know damn 
well the SS Watt and the Anna are one 
and the same. But Park officials can't 
explain why public funds have been 
wasted on this pimp boat. Park officials 
don't want to admit congressmen get 
free rides on the Anna, and that the 
contract between the NPS and TW-Ser­
vices gives the government a profit mo­
tive. They avoid these issues by saying 
they don't have a houseboat called the 
SS Watt. 

This evasiveness typifies Park Ser­
vice attitudes toward public concerns. 
It takes months and sometimes years to 
get simple yes or no answers from the 
NPS. As a responsible journalist I 
wanted to find out the real name of the 
SS Watt, when it was purchased, and 
how much it cost. But I didn't have 
enough patience to battle bureaucrats 
for years to get this information. I made 
up the name SS Watt. I apologize. 

But I implore you to make the NPS 
respond to your concerns about the SS 
Watt or the Anna or whatever the name 
of that floating whorehouse is. Here's 
an example of how much your letters 
count: In an article about Yellowstone's 
winter-use plan, I mentioned that the 
NPS provided hot tubs and big screen 
TVs for ·Park visitors. Lots of angry 
EF!ers told the NPS this was inapprop­
riate; and sure enough, the latest draft 
of the winter-use plan says hot tubs and 

community of annual grasses. Peren­
nials lost from the plant community in­
clude Saguaro, Paloverde, Barrel Cacti, 
Creosote, Mesquite, Ironwood, 
Whitethorn Acacia, Catclaw, and Bur­
sage. Mistletoe along with the cryp­
togamic crust of algae, fungi, lichens 
and moss were also lost. 

The local rancher is currently invest­
ing in an extensive revegetation project 
to offset this intensive damage to the 
land. Land imprinting is being applied 
on this dead desert with hope that re­
sidual chemicals do not surface to pre­
vent native vegetation from growing 
again . We hope that Tebuthiuron didn't 
contaminate the groundwater; the de­
vastation lies in the area of Tucson's 
water supply: 

Herbicide treatment is traditionally 
the first step in restoring perennial 
grass to rangeland. However, land im­
printing adds perennial grasses without 
destroying the existing ecosystem. The 
cost of imprinting is only $20 per acre 
including a good seed mix. A 10% strip 
treatment lowers the cost to just $2 per 
gross acre. Unfortunately this new rela­
tively benign method of treating range­
land is still bypassed in favor of the de­
structive wide spectrum herbicide 
Tebuthiuron. New technologies such as 
land imprinting can't compete well 
against the promotional campaigns of 
the multibillion dollar petrochemical in­
dustry. 

big screen TVs are inappropriate in Na­
tional Parks and will be eliminated. 
Your letters changed that. 

The SS Watt is inappropriate too. The 
TW-Services/NPS contract is turning 
the park into a playground for fat cats. 
You can change that too. Send more let­
ters to Yellowstone and send copies to 
your representatives. (See articles this 
issue for addresses.) Write to me if you 
want more information. And again, I'm 
sorry about any confusion I created by 
calling the Anna the SS Watt. 

-Arthur Dogmeat 
Box 7572, Missoula, MT 59807 

Dear Friends, 
The energy of EF! is powerful, right­

eous, and effective. I want to talk here 
about spiritual energy - the yin that 
completes the circle. I realize that 
spiritual energy may be dismissed by 
those who feel direct physical energy is 
the only way. Yet, tuning in to the 
energy of the Goddess, our Mother, and 
collectively willing the accomplishment 
of her healing is complementary to the 
physical actions of .EF! 

At the 1985 RRR, I met several 
people interested in this aspect of Earth 
healing, and we participated in a circle 
and healing ritual. The roots of this 
ritual are ancient, with a Native Amer­
ican core, and involve calling in energy 
from the four directions. Spiritual 
energy is not a concept that needs indoc­
trination or concern about whether the 
energy is raised correctly. The desire to 
merge and raise energy is all that's 
necessary - learn as you go .. Most im­
portant, trust yourself. Trust that the 
Goddess reveals her needs in a positive 
and healing way, and trust that you will 
receive the energy and let it flow 

Texas Freddies 
Display Their 
True Colors 

by Aunt E. Loap 

In late April, Texas Earth First! took to 
the Forest Supervisor's office in Lufkin to 
protest Forest Service management 
pra cti ces , nam ely clearcutting in 
National Forests and pinebeetle clearcuts 
in East Texas Wilderness Areas. The 
Freddies ' reaction was one of ignorance, 
di srespect, and even physical violence! 
Nine picketing EF!ers were refused 
entrance to Supervisor Mike Lannan 's 
office, and denied any response to 
questions presented to the Forest Service 
the day before the protest. They were 
rudely escorted off the floor where 
Lannan's office is located, and as a few 
EF!ers paused on the way out to purchase 
forest maps, they were ordered by public 
relations man Hal Gl'assman, to "get 
out." One of the EF!ers received an 
unsolicited shove into a door, hurting his 
arm. Glassman then lit a cigarette and 
threatened to blow smoke at the group if 
they did not leave! 

Later in the Lufkin Daily News, 
Supervisor Lannan was quoted as saying 
that there was no conflict about which 
the protestors could complain. After all, 
"the Forest Service had not cut timber 
from a Wilderness Area in about a 
month." (!) He also· claimed that 
"statewide representative of Earth First! 
David Orr," had commissioned a 
representative to negotiate the 
"organization's" interest in the forest 
management plan. (David was not able to 
join the protest; apparently the FS was 
trying to use this to discredit the action.) 
Obviously, EF! needs to spend more time 
clarifying our "interests" and 
"proposals" (demands) to the Freddies in 
Lufkin and in Washington. EF! Texas is 
planning to visit Lannan once again on 
Tuesday, May 27. This action will follow 
a "wilderness think-tank cam pout" from 
May 24-26 (Memorial Day weekend). We · 
seek people from Texas and surrounding 
states to join us for this enlightening, 
emphatic, and enjoyable occasion. For 
more infor':llation contact: Barbara 
Dugelby, c/o EF! Austin , POB 4272, 
University Station, Austin, TX 78713 
(512-467-1404); or Red Wolf, c/o Rt. 3, Box 
113, Cleveland, TX 77327 (713-592-7664). 

through you for the intended purpose. 
People all over the world, especially 

women, do such rituals. For longer than 
history, women have been practicing 
Earth rituals. This has frightened 
people so much that these women, and 
men participants also, have been mur­
dered in vast numbers, as in the burn­
ings that have transpired over cen­
turies. 

People have panicked out of their 
minds, and regard practicing pagans as 
devils. They impart power to pagans 
that is greater than any power we our­
selves could raise. But people, use it! If 
fundamentalist religious types think pa­
gans have that much power, then we do! 

I don't know if Goddess-Mother­
Earth ritual fits into the Earth First! 
scheme of things. After all, it is its "own 
thing." Perhaps I'm just sensitive to the 
way the patriarchy has crushed every­
thing in its path - anything that stands 
in the way of the senseless drive for 
power "over" - people, animals, na­
ture, Earth. Everywhere the drive for 
power is overwhelming. And then 
Mommy comes along with a catastrophe 
to help us all regain perspective. 

I have less and less tolerance for 
"making do" with bandaid approaches 
to Earth's problems within the existing 
power structure and format. And I'll bet 
there are a bunch of people nodding 
their heads and saying, "Yeah, we know 
what you do; we do it too!" Because I 
can raise energy. And so can you. And 
together, that energy we raise is power, 
to help protect and heal the Earth. 
First! 

-Desert Crone 

Greeti1.gs, 
I read with interest the art icle by P. 

Kahn entitled "Last Stand on ~oggy 
Creek." As to Kahn's question of where 
was the Sierra Club, I ask wh'e1·e wa>' 
EF! Austin on such local issues as the 
Hill Country Roadway Ordinance , 
which will restrict development in t he 
environmentally sensitive Edwards 
Aquifer Recharge Zone on which Austin 
depends for its clean water? Or the Au­
stin Transportation Study which 
threatens to re-create Los Angeles in 
Central Texas? The Club is prepared to 
sue in federal court to stop this boondog­
gle. Will EF! join this fight with their 
"meager resources?" 

The Sierra Club in Austin consists of 
2000 members, of which about 30 are 
activists. This small group is called upon 
to do such unglamorom; tasks as attend­
ing city council meetings, serving on 
citizen advisory boards, testifying at 
public hearings, etc. While this isn't as 
fun as chaining oneself to a tree and 
appearing on the six o'clock news, it is 
much more effective in the long haul. 

The point of this is that environmen­
talists are becoming an endangered 
species and can't afford to adopt a 
"holier than thou" attitude toward 
people whose goals are the same. We 
face too many problems from the pre­
dators in Washington and our state 
.capitols to be turning on one another. 

With no animosity, 
-C.A. Siller (Austin , TX) 

Dear Dave Foreman , 
Hierarchy and grassroots frequently 

collide in the Sierra Club and it's not 
always bad news. Occasional collisions 
help keep the Club on track and at the 
forefront of environmental issues. No 
other national environmental organiza­
tion does as much for gTassroot activists 
or listens as closely to them as the. 
Sierra Club. 

Your recent article on the nuclear war 
controversy grossly misrepresented the 
Club's attempt to work on peace issues 
without taking resources away from 
equally important campaigns. such as 
wilderness protection, toxic waste, and 
nuclear waste. 

There is not strong grassroots sup­
port within the Club for making nuclear 
war the # 1 priority. A small cadre of 
activists, primarily centered in the Bay 
Area, has decided they speak for the 
whole Club. This group of activists has 
torn apart the Bay Chapter in its recent 
elections pitting committed volunteers 
against one another. These "activists" 
are out-of-touch with gTassroots en­
vironmentalism in most parts of our 
country. They waste energy on getting 
the Sierra Club to adopt "priorities" 
through meaningless petition drives 
and silent vigils at Club board meet­
ings. They have no idea what it's like to 
speak out for wilderness in a hostile 
rural community. They don't under­
stand what it's like to be represented in 
Congress by Steve Symms, · Mike 
Strang, or Don Young instead of Ron 
Dellums or Sala Burton. Because they 
don't understand these things, they be­
lieve the battles are within. Instead of 
fighting the nuclear threat, they fight 
the environmental · bureaucracy. They 
are masters of political infighting in­
stead of fighters in the trenches . For all 
the resources they put in their "fight" 
to get the Sierra Cltlb to adopt nuclear 
war as a priority, they could have been 
out leading the fight on the issues. 

People need -to realize that once the 
Department of Energy locates a high­
level nuclear waste site, the nuclear 
loop is complete. The lack of an accept­
able waste site is the final limiting factor 
on our nuclear merry-go-round. It sic­
kens me to see Earth First! wasting 
precious space to cover a non-issue. 
When I think of all the roadless areas 
we're losing and the recent nuclear test 
in Nevada, I wonder why these "ac­
tivists" aren't out there harassing the 
Forest Service or blockading the Test 
Site. 

-Bikini Atoll 

Page 13.Earlh First! May 1, 1986 



·' 

... .... ~....... · - ~- -

NEMESIS NEWS NET 
by Australopithecus 

- -.. __ _... 

East Fork Gila Attacked 
The Gila Fish & Gun Club has invaded 

the area of the East Fork of the Gila 
River in New Mexico's Grant County, 
placi~g survey stakes for their planned 
road providing access to the East Fork. 
Fortunately, ale1t unknown citizens met 
the onslaught by°pullingthe stakes. Gun 
club members intend to build their own 
road through the Gila National Forest 
in an undesignated pocket surrounded 
by Wilderness. The stake pulling has 
delayed but not stopped their plans. 

Miner Wants Road in RNR 
An independent miner, Jim Collord, 

has submitted a proposal to the Payette 
National Forest to build a road into 
Idaho's Frank Church River of No Re­
turn Wilderness (RNR). Payette Fred­
dies are writing an EIS evaluating the 
putrid proposal. Collord wants to bu ild 
or reconstruct 13 miles of road , nine of 
it in Wilderness, to gain motorized ac­
cess to his unpatented (not privately 
owned) Golden Bear claims, 46 miles 
northeast of McCall inside the Wilder­
ness. Collord is seeking patents from 
the BLM for his claims. Should the 
Payette NF grant Collord his permit, a 
dangerous precedent would be set, as 
this would be the first acknowledged 

· road huilt within an established Wilder­
ness. The 1964 Wilderness Act allows 
"reasonable access" to mining claims if 
the wilderness character of the affected 
area remains intact. Write in opposition 
to any roads or mining within the RNR 
or any Wilderness to: Earl Kimbal, 
Krassel Ranger District, POB 1026, 
McCall, ID 83638. 

MT Timber Machines Besieged 
"Vandals" caused over $12, 000 of dam­

age to logging equipment in the Jack 
Creek area near Big Sky, Montana. The 
forest defenders burned a truck with a 
skidding boom and damaged four other 
heavy machines. The equipment be­
longs to three contractors working for 
Plum Creek Timber Company. The gas 
and wood fire burned so intensely that 
it totaled the truck and erased all tracks 
of the defenders. Environmentalists 
have long been complaining about the 
40 square miles of logging tracts owned 
by Plum Creek in the area of Jack 
Creek, in the Madison Range south of 
Spanish Peaks Primitive Area. 

Chemical Plants Emit Toxic Gas 
It is not only our waters that are be­

fouled by chemical makers. A survey re­
quested by Representative Henry Wax­
man (D-CA) has found that most chem­
ical plants routinely emit huge volumes 
of toxic materials into the air. Yet the 
EPA has set national pollution stan­
dards for only five toxics - asbestos , 
benzene, vinyl chloride, mercury, and 
beryllium. Toxic releases are heaviest 
in Kentucky and West Virginia. 

North Pole Enveloped in Pollution 
Air pollution from Europe, the Soviet 

Union and North America now blows 
north 'each winter in such great quan­
tities that by March an area in the Arctic 
as big as North America is covered with 
smoke and haze to elevations as high as 
18,000 feet. Meteorologists fear that 
this Arctic air pollution could disrupt 
climates worldwide. So those of you 
hoping to escape foul air by moving 
north had better reconsider; even at the 
North Pole you'll be entombed in poison 
air four months each year. 
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Victims' Suit Backfires 
Seven chemical workers in Nitro, 

West Virginia, recently sued Monsanto 
for illnesses caused by chemical expo­
sure. One won his suit. The others have 
lost their health, their fight, and now 
their homes. Monsanto won a judgment 
or lien against their homes for daring 
to ask damages after their health suf­
fered from working in the poisoned en­
viromnent . Judge John Copenhaver 
ruled against the workers, and ruled 
that Monsanto was entitled to $300,000 
as reimbursement for its legal fees. If 
this suit stands, a dangerous precedent 
will be set. Chemical companies and 
other wrongdoers will be able to do any­
thing and expect no recourse. 

Nova Scotia Doused by Bt 
Nova Scotia's provincial government 

plans to spray 60,000 hectares (150,000 
acres· three times the area sprayed last 
year)' of forest with the biological pes~ 
ticide Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki 
(BTK or Bt) to kill spruce budworm. Bt 
is being described by the government 
- and accepted by many environmen­
talists - as a benign alternative to 
chemical pesticides, which consists of"a 
naturally occurring bacterium." Chemi­
cal sprays have not been widely used in 
Nova Scotia to control budworm, but 
they have been administered heavily in 
New Brunswick for decades without 
eliminating budworms. Nova Scotia is 
setting a trend in its adoption of Bt as 
an alternative to chemical poisons. On­
tario and Quebec have recently chosen 
to commence use ofBt. Fortunately, not 
all ecologists are falling prey to this 
technological fix. At a meeting of. the 
Pictou Municipal Council on March 3, 
1986, David Orton and other ecologists 
gave convincing testimony against Bt 
spraying. The following statements are 
taken from their testimony: 

Bt is not a "pure" biological control 
but containS' vmious additives ·in its 
cornmercial preparations - carriers, 
solvents, emuls~fiers, stabilizers , etc . . 
.. Additives are considered trade secrets 
by the manufacturers and are no~ pub­
licly revealable to those who will be 
using or receiving the Bt spray. 

Bt also kills the larvae of some other 
moths and butterflies, apart from the 
spruce budworm larvae. (There are re­
ported to be over 10,000 species.of mot~s 
and bntterjlies in North America.) It is 
known that some of these moths and 
butterflies defoliate what are considered 
weeds, others act as pollinators of 
plants. The claim that Bt does no harm 
to no'IJ-target organisms is .false. The 
larvae of moths and butterflies are an 
important food source for some birds. 
Birds are a natural insect control and 
are the main predators of the spruce 
budwonn. 

The type of forestry being promoted· 
in N.S . (clearcutting, even-aged man­
agement, aiming for plantation.forests) 
facilitates and enhances the "problem" 
with the spruce bndworm .... (C )lear 
cutting, the favored cutting method of 
the pulp and paper industry, actually 
promotes the natural regeneration of in­
creasing areas of balsam fir; the most 
liked.food.for the spruce budwmm . This 
holds trne for Nova Scotia and across 
the count1y. The ecological role played 
by the spruce budworm in the past, has 
been to kill off the mature .fir-spruce 
forest and thns to regenerate new 
growth. 

For information on this problem, con­
tact: David Orton, R.R. #3, Saltspr­
ings, Pictou County, Nova Scotia, 
Canada, BOK lPO. 

Bt will also be sprayed extensively in 
Oregon, unless budget cuts stop the fed­
eral funding of the Oregon Agriculture 
Department's spray program. Its use in 
Oregon appears less ecologically dubi­
ous than its use in Nova Scotia insofar 
as it is being used against an introduced 
species - the gypsy moth - rather 
than a natural species. Nevertheless, 
ecologists should be on guard. 

Letters 
Addresses - US representatives: US 

House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515; US senators: 
US Senate, Wash., DC 20510; *The 
Utah legislature approved $1. 7 million 
to start paving Burr Trail. The federal 
legislature will soon hold hearings to 
debate federal funding of this boon­
doggle. Tell Utah and fedeqtl legis­
lators to oppose Senator Garn's legis­
lation to upgrade Burr Trail, and tell 
them you want the Burr Trail area 
kept wild and undeveloped. 

*BLM's Wilderness recommend­
ations for northwest Colorado are 
grim - one 36,000 acre area called 
Diamond Breaks near Dinosaur Na­
tional Monument to be protected; 
seven WSAs in the Little Snake area 
to be left open to land despoilers. Com­
ments should be sent to BLM, 455 
Emerson St., Craig, CO 81625. Com­
ments are also needed on the National 
Park Service's proposals to "improve" 
Dinosaur National Monument by up­
grading and expanding the Monu­
ment's roads and in other ways prom­
oting increased tourism. Tell the NPS 
that you want the Monument to re­
main wild and seldom trodden and 
that its roads should be closed, not 
expanded. Send comments to Supt. 
Joe Kennedy, NPS, Box.210, Dinosaur, 
co 81510. 

*The proposed Coors· brewery con­
tinues to threaten Virginia's Shenan­
doah National Park. Coors is now up 
for a second round of state and EPA 
permits. Please write letters strongly . 
opposing the Coors brewery, and even 
more stro.ngly opposing the accom­
panying can manufacturing plant, to 
US Representative .Jim Olin, a.nd US 
Senators Paul Trible and John 
Warner. Tell them that the permits 
·should be denied because of resultant 
pollution of the Shenandoah River 
and Chesapeake Bay, and damage to 
the Park. For more information, see 
R.F. Mueller's article in the Litha '84 
edition. 

*The Sierra Club has asked environ­
mentalists to write to their senators 
urging them to support the Senate 
equivalent of H.R.4350, a bill which 
would add portions of five rivers 
(Cache La Poudre River, CO; Saline 
Bayou, LA; Black Creek, Ml; N?rth 
and South Forks of the Kern River, 
CA) to the National Wild & Scenic Riv­
ers System. 

*Write to Superintendent, Glacier 
National Park, West Glacier, MT 
59936 in opposition to proposed de­
velopments in undeveloped portions of 
the A/H area, near Lake McDonald. 

*Write to your senators asking 
them to cosponsor S.1368, a bill to ban 
shipment of padded-jaw or steel-jaw 
leghold traps. 

*The 32-acre Sweeden Swamp in 
Attleboro, Massachusetts, has been 
temporarily saved by Region 1 of the 
EPA in a unique veto of the Army 
Corps of Engineers' permit to 
Pyramid Companies to replace the 
wetland with a shopping maul. 
Pyramid, which has the support ?fthe 
Reagan administration, is lobbym~ to 
overturn Region l's recommendat10n. 
EPA Administrator Lee Thomas will 
soon decide the fate of Sweeden 
Swamp. Write immediately to Thomas 
(EPA, 401 M St. SW, Wash., DC 20460) 
telling him not to yield to the pressure 
of the Corps and Pyramid and to seek 
to preserve Sweeden Swamp and all 
US wetlands. . 

*Ask your representative to cospon­
sor H.R. 2952, to ban US importation 
of products made from Red, Eastern 
Gray, and Western Gray Kangaroos. 
Largely due to US consumers, Austra­
lians plan to slaughter 2. 7 million 
kangaroos this year to convert the ani­
mals into shoe leather, pet food and 
various frivolous items. 

*Write' t~~Ala~k~'s g~~;~~r William 
Sheffield (State of Alaska, Pouch A, 
Juneau AK 99811) as'king him to stop 
all killing of wolve.s. Last year in 
Alaska 1029 wolves were legally kill-

' " ( ed, mostly for "management to 
eliminate hunters' competition for 
moose) or sport. 

*Tell your legislators that funds for 
Animal Damage Control programs 
should be eliminated, whereas funds 
for enforcement of the Animal Welfare 
Act should be restored. Reagan wants 
to eliminate the Animal Welfare Act 
funds of the Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (.APHIS, an 
agency within the Agriculture Depart­
ment), while giving ten million dol­
lars to APHIS to kill predators. (Fed­
eral predator slaughter has been 
shifted from the Interior Department 
to USDA.) 

*Object to Coca Cola about their 
plastic/aluminum can, which will 
wreak havoc on can recycling efforts 
in the US. Also object to Coca Cola 
about their plans to convert Belize 
rainforest to citrus groves. Call toll 
free 1-800-GET-COKE or write: Bryon 
Dyson, Coca-Cola, PO Drawer 1734, 
Atlanta, GA 30301. 

*Ask US senators to support S.1747 
and S.1748 and US representatives to 
support companion bills H.R. 2957 
and 2958. S.1748 & H.R.2958 - the 
Biological Diversity Bills - would 
provide $10 million a year from the US 
Agency for International Develop­
ment (AID) to protect biological diver­
sity in developing countries. S.1747 & 
H.R.2957 - the Tropical Forest Bills 
- would prevent AID from supporting 
developments, such as roads, cattle 
ranches and dams, which destroy rain­
forests. 

Flathead Plan Appealed 37 Times 
Flathead National Forest Supervisor 

Ed Brannon described as "discourag­
ing" the fact that environmentalists 
have issued 37 separate appeals to the 
Flathead's disastrous Forest Plan. (See 
Gary Steele's article, last issue; and 
write to EF! in Tucson for a copy of 
Montana EF!'s scathing appeal.) 
Thirty-six appeals were sent to North­
ern Region Forester Jam es Overbay, 
and one to Forest Seniice Chief Max 
Peterson, who will rule on the appeals. 
Flathead Brannon commented on the 
appealing environmental groups, "I'm 
really glad sometimes that these groups 
aren't given nuclear weapons»' 

Seabrook Monkeywrenched 
In late February, while New Hamp­

shire's Seabrook nuclear power plant of­
ficials tested their emergency warning 
system, "vandals" felled two 60 foot 
poles - in Rye and Hampton - which 
held sirens which would sound in the 
event of a plant accident. Other Seab­
rook poles elsewhere were sawed part 
way through. Plant authorities now 
plan to improve security for their siren 
network of 140 poles by sheathing them 
in metal or "spiking" them with steel; 
and are offering a $1000 reward for the 
arrest of the .aggressive plant protes­
ters. The damage to Seabrook totals 
$30,000; the new security measures for 
the poles will add thousands to the cost 
of the monkeywrenching incidents. 
Seabrook is conducting tests to satisfy 
federal requirements that it complete 
an emergency plan before receiving a 
permit to run the plant. One-third of 
the New Hampshire and Massachusetts 
communities within Seabrook's ten mile 
radius have refused to take part in the 
tests. Seabrook bureaucrats plan to 
complete the plant late this year. 

Billboards Groups Lobby 
Despite objections throughout the 

US by numerous citizens, billboards are 
still going up faster than they are com­
ing down. Billboard lobby groups, such 
as the Outdoor Advertising Association 
of America, have spent (often through 
their PACs) millions of dollars in recent 
years to block local ordinances against 
billboards and to weaken the 1965 High­
way Beautification Act. This Act, ban­
ning billboard construction outside com­
mercial and industrial areas, has largely 

. been ignored. Indeed, legal opposition 
to billboards - even if it succeeds in 
banning new billboards - leaves the 
existing obnoxious signs standing. 
Creativity is called for. 



New Paper On Public Lands 
The non-profit educational corpora­

tion Utah Public L'ands Research has 
just published its first issue of an excel­
lent new paper called On Public Lands. 
This paper will provide in-depth cover­
age of environmental issues on public 
lands, especially those in Utah. The 
first issue featured fine articles dealing 
with the BLM's disastrous Utah wilder­
ness study, regulations allowing miner­
als development on WSAs, BLM's fail­
ure to protect its WSAs and other key 
topics. To subscribe to On Public 
Lands, send $10 for one year (11 issues) 
to Utah Public Lands Research, POB 
510863, SLC, UT 84151-0863. Free sam­
ple upon request. 

Permaculture Course Offered 
The Permaculture Design Course for 

people planning to work in the Third 
World, held in Washington State, June 
14-29, 1986, will cover: sustainable re­
source use , low energy food production, 
agroforestry, fuel wood and charcoal pro­
duction, integrated livestock systems, 
windbreaks, sociological factors; $460 
includes food, lodging, and course mat­
erials. For info, write: PINA-Third 
World Course, 6488 Maxwelton Rd., 
Clinton, WA 98236 (206-221-3979). 

Fossey's Work To Continue 
The gallant efforts of Dian Fossey 

- recently murdered by poachers in 
Africa - to stop poaching and save 
the Mountain Gorilla will be con­
tinued through the Digit Fund. Con­
tributions to save the Gorilla can be 
sent to this small non-profit organiza­
tion: The Digit Fund, c/o Rane Ran­
dolph CPA, POB 25, Ithaca, NY 14851. 

Conservation Award Granted 
Annually 

Nominations are open for the Celia 
Hunter Award. The Award was estab­
lished by the Trustees of the . Alaska 
Conservation Foundation in honor of 
their chairperson for the past five years. 
The purpose of the award is to encour­
age a volunteer activist in Alaska who 
has given exemplary service to the en­
vironmental movement by carrying on 
Celia's tradition of sensitive and persis­
tent environmental advocacy for pro­
tecting Alaska. A special grant of $1000 
will be given to an Alaskan organization 
in the name of the award winner. Nomi­
nations for the award should be sent to 
the Alaska Conservation Foundation, 
340 G St., Suite 201, Anchorage, AK 
99501; send before November 1, 1986. 
This award honors a pioneer Alaskan 
conservationist who was the principal 
organizer 25 years ago of the first grass­
roots group in the state, The Alaska 
Conservation Society, and who has 
since that time worked faithfully in the 
movement without pause. · Celia was 
President and Executive Director of 
The Wilderness Society during the time 
that Dave Foreman, Bart Koehler, Jim 
Eaton, Tim Mahoney, Debbie Sease and 
other currently prominent environmen­
talists worked for that organization. 
Dave Foreman has called Celia Hunter, 
"the most inspiring person for whom 
I've ever worked, and one of America's 
great living conservationists, along 
with Mardy Murie and Dave B.rower." 

( 
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AESF Saves Asian Wildlife 
The Asian Elephant, Tiger, Asiatic 

or Biblical Lion, Snow Leopard, 
Cheetah, Indian Rhino, and many more 
species in Asia face imminent extinction 
largely due to slaughter for ivory, horns 
and skins. The Asian Elephant Surv,ival 
Foundation is a leading group in the 
fight to save Asia's wildlife. Members of 
AESF receive Elephant Magazine, the 
journal about nature and humanity in 
Asia. AESF writes: 

Nawhere on Earth has an animal 
played a more crucial role in civiliza­
tion and culture as the Asian elephant. 
Mythologically the elephant underlies 
Asian life: elephants hold up the world, 
one sired the Buddha, and Ganesh is 
joyous elephant god of Wisdom . and 
Knawledge among Hindus. Literally, 
the Asian elephant built civilization. 
Admired by all cultures as a gentle, 
intelligent and generous creature, the 
Asian elephant is disappearing because 
of ivory poaching and deforestation. 

The situation in Nepal is especially 
acute. Present estimates are less than 
50 elephants compared to estimates of 
several thousand sixty years ago. The 
trend throughout central and southeast 
Asia has led some experts to predict 
that the Asian elephant could be extinct 
in twenty-five years .... 

[T]he Riissian Academy of Science 
has verified that a zoo Asian Elephant 
can say at least 80 phrases . . . . The 
Asian elephant is one of the biggest 
brained creatures close to dolphins, 
orcas, and humans (comparing brain 
to body weight). 

The lion of western and eastern civili­
zations alike is not from Africa but 
Asia. The lion of Hercules, David and 
the Bible, symbol of nations from Eng­
land and France to Iran, survives today 
in west-central India. Unlike the still 
widespread African lion, the Asian 
lives only in the Gir Forest, where it is 
endangered with less than 300 surviv­
ing. 

Tigers live only in Asia where they 
are endangered along with the beautiful 
snow leopard, denizen of the 
Himalayas, the elegant cheetah, the pre­
historic Indian rhino and the dhole, 
India'.s wild dog made famous by Kipl­
ing. And of course the endangered 
panda. 

To help save Asia's wildlife and to be­
come a member, send $25 to Asian 
Elephant Survival Foundation, Sierra 
Nevada College, 800 College Dr., In-
cline Village, NV 89450. · 

Wayne-Hoosier NF Group Forms 
Eastern ecologists concerned with 

the plight of Indiana's Hoosier National 
Forest and Ohio's Wayne National 
Forest (administered under one super­
visor) have formed a group c;alled Pro­
tect Our Woods to seek to stop the 
Forest Service's disastrous plans for the 
Wayne-Hoosier. The FS Wayne-Hoosier 
Plan calls for: 55 miles of Off Road Vehi­
cle trails in "Little Africa"; clearcutting 
80% of the woods in the next 120 years, 
with clearcuts of up, to 30 acres· reduc­
tion of the oak and' hickory co~tent of 
the forest; and construction of five miles 
of road per square mile of forest. Let­
ters of complaint should be sent to con­
gresspersons, Indiana's governor, and 
especially: Harold Godlevske, Super­
visor, Wayne-Hoosier National Forest, 
3527 Tenth St., Bedford, IN 47421; and 
Larry Hensen, Regional Forester, East­
ern Reg., 310 W Wisconsin Ave., Mil­
waukee, WI 53203. To help Protect Our 
Woods, contact: Andy Mahler, R 3, 
Paoli, IN 47454 (812-723-2430). 

Green Letter Expands 
Green Letter, the excellent Green 

news bulletin put out by Jerry 
Gwathney and friends, has begun en­
compassing within its pages the Com­
mittees of Correspondence news. Now 
subscribers to Green Letter will receive 
worldwide Green news plus news from 
the US Green movement's Committees 
of Correspondence - the regional 
Green networks which are trying to 
make Greens a force in US politics. The 
bulletin has also joined forces with the 
non-profit Tides Foundation. To obtain 
Green Letter, send a tax-deductible do­
nation to Tides Foundation/Green Let­
ter, POB 9242, Berkeley, CA 94709. 

Local EF! Newsletters 
At least two Earth First! local groups 

are publishing newsletters and we en­
courage more to do so. Local EF! news­
letters inform EF!ers of letters that 
need to be written, and they help gener­
ate actions. Any EF! groups that begin 
publishing newsletters, please place us 
on your mailing list, so we know of your 
actions and can make note of you in 
EF!. The Bay Area EF! newsletter is 
produced largely by one of our most ac­
tive organizers - Karen Pickett. To join 
the efforts of the Bay Area EF! and to 
obtain their newsletter, contact Karen 
at POB 83, Canyon, CA 94516 (415-376-
7329). Santa Cruz EF! publishes a news­
letter which is well worth its $5-$20 sub­
scription cost. To join in Santa Cruz 
EF!'s actions and to obtain their news­
letter, write: EF!-SC, Box 651, 
Capitola, CA 95010-0651. Subscribers to 
Earth First! do not automatically re­
ceive local EF! group newsletters in 
their area. You must directly contact 
the local group to be placed on their 
mailing list. 

The Santa Cruz EF! winter '86 news­
letter featured a fine article on 
'shrooms, portions of which we will here 
use (the article, not the 'shrooms): 

Recently a new phenomenon has 
made its way to Santa Cruz - wild 
mushrooms dried or fresh for a high 
price. The problem with these products 
is that the price you pay doesn't 're.fl ect · 
what the ultimate price is for these culi­
nary delicacies. [C]ollecting wild 
'sh rooms has become a big business. 

There are small mushroom collectors 
and there are the big operations 1.t'ith 
big buses that deliver a hundred or so 
collectors to the forest for a day of col­
lecting . The scene of these big opera­
tions is the National Forests of the 
Pacific Coastfrom the Canadian lwrder 
to Cerifral California. Without ani1 reg­
ulatory machinery in place, -the~e big 
operators have declared open season on 
mushrooms, especially Chanterelles, 
Morrels, Cepes, and other rare edible 
varieties. The Forest Service, which is 
supposed to regulate the commercial 
uses of National Forests, has turned a 
blind eye to this "industry" with no re­
quirements, licenses, control, orstndy. 

Mushrooms are a fungus and repro­
duce in two ways. Underground is the 
domain of the largest part of the whole 
fungus organism, the mycelium. Con­
sisting of minute hair-like threads 
called hyphae, the mycelium is spread 
out like a mat in the decaying vegetable 
litter that forms on the forest .floor. The 
mycelial mat grows constantly out at a 
slaw rate as long as there is a layer of 
moist litter to support it. Occasionally 
a deer or other animal will spread a 
portion of the mycelial mat to a new · 
area, but the main mechanism for long 
distance propagation is by mean.~ of 
spores. At certain times, especially fol­
lawing rain, the fungus will send up 
fruiting bodies carrying the spores, the 
mushroom caps that are the object of 
the collector. It is paramount that the 
mushroom be picked before it releases 
the spores because most mushrooms 
decay rapidly after releasing the 
spores. The consequence is that the pick­
ing of the mushroom prevents propaga­
tion of the fungus. The second problem 
with picking the mushrooms is that to 
get to the mushroom the collector has 
to walk on the f01·est litter layer. The 
impact of the collector's boots destroys 
the fine hyphae of the mycelia. This oc­
curs at a time when the litter layer, and 
the supporting soil horizons belaw, are 
in their most delicate state - damp 
from the very rains that cause the fun­
gus to fruit. There isn't any way to pick 
the mushroom without damaging the 
mycelium. 

The only way to p1;event losing mre 
nmshroo111 species i.<; to take. aicay the 
profit. The Forest Service can prohibit 
the collection of' wild mushrooms,. but 

· only by renwvi;ig the incentive can the 
destruction be halted in the foi·est. 

Eai1h Firnt! slfggrsts that you 11ot 
bay wild 1111rnhroor11s and ask your 
grocer to not buy them from collectors 
and distributors. Write lett(}rs to the 
Forest Service and denuind. that com­
mercial collection of wild nurnhrooms 
be prohibited. Also, since a sign~flca nt 
portion of wild mushrooms are dried 
and shipped overseas, a letter to your 
Congressperson requesting aban on the 
e.rport of wild 11111shroon1 products is 
also a good idea. ((you happen to be iu 
the woods follawing a rain and notice a 
big bus with Northwest Wildll?u s­
hrooms, Inc. or something .similar 
painted on the side, I don't have tell you 
what to do to the tires and the oi((iller 
spout. (Article by Drew Truid:) 

AFRICA · IN CRISIS: THE CAUSES, 
THE CURES OF ENVIRONMEN­
TAL BANKRUPTCY; Lloyd Timber­
lake;1986; New -society Publishers 
(4722 Baltimore Ave., Philadelphia, 
PA 19143); $9.95 paperback plus $1.50 
postage for first copy, .40 each addi~ 
tional; 224pp. 

Lloyd Timberlake and Earthscan (In­
ternational Institute for Environment 
and Development) have produced a sob­
ering book titled Africa in Crisis. This 
book effectively explains the causes of 
the current famine in ·Africa, showing 
how ecological problems have led t(j the 
drought upon which the massive starva­
tion is blamed, and led to the suffering 
in 1985 of 10 million environmental re­
fugees. In brief, Timberlake attributes 
African starvation to the following fac­
tors: 1. overpopulation; 2. Aack of ap­
preciation for the wisdom of the native 
peoples of Africa and their traditionally 

ecological modes of existence; 3. mis­
directed and self-serving "aid" from de­
veloped countries; 4. African govern­
ments which seek to increase the wealth 
of the urban elite at the expense of the 
rural poor; 5. pressure from multi-lat­
eral development banks and the govern­
ments of both the undeveloped and the 
developed nations to promote produc­
tion of export. cash crops rather tha11 
staple foods; 6. overgrazing; 7. defores­
tation; 8. destructive water develop­
ment projects; 9. civil wars; and other 
related political, social and ecologicql 
crises, all of which are inseparable and 
mu_tually reinforcing problems. Timber" 
lake makes it clear that alleviating the 
African crisis, if it can be done, will 
require stopping population growth, rec 
planting -trees, helping native peoples 
organize themselves back into com~ 
munities and cooperatives, and trusting 
these peoples' traditional lifestyles 
while helping them adapt their lifes­
tyles to a severely degraded environ-
ment. · 

Africa in Crisis is, unfortunately, 
written from an anthropocentric per­
spective; but it contains warnings which 
ecologists have tended to overlook - at 
the expense of Africa's wildlife. For in­
stance, Timberlake warns against 
adopting the Western park tradition of 
setting aside certain areas of land to be 
used for human recreation but not sub­
sistence. He wrote, "The result of ap• 
plying such [Western I rules to African 
parks is the bizarre situation in which 
Africans are hired, trained and armed 
to guard African parks to keep out Afri­
can people, for the benefit of both the 
protected animals and the foreigners ' 
who come to see them - and of course 
for the tourist revenue, which goes into' 
government or hotel bank accounts, not · 
to rural people." Perhaps the lesson to 
be learned is not that parks are incom­
patible with native peoples' needs, but 
that African wildlife and wilderness can 
only be saved if human population is 
reduced, the Western concept of parks 
is adapted to the African situation, and 
native peoples are allowed to maintain 
traditional modes of subsistence or in 
some way derive material benefit from 
parks. 

In conclusion, Afi-ica in C1isis, de­
spite its standard anthropocentric 
flaws, is well worth reading if only to 
remind us that the destruction of Earth , 
is upon us. 

Reviewed by Australopithecus. 
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PRIMAL ENLIGHTENMENT 
By Tomas White & Erle Black 

People here-a-bouts have read Gary 
Snyder's, "Smokey The Bear Sutra," 
and things have not been the same 
since. Dark figures have been seen slip­
ping through the forests with odd metal 
spikes and hammers performing 
strange rituals, chanting in low tones, 
"Drown Their Butts, Crush Their 
Butts, Drown Their Butts, Crush Their 
Butts." Talk is going around about 
"sunny spots" and "pine trees," and 
"highest perfect enlightenment," and 
frankly some folks think it a bit strange. 
Butt not us. We have seen him and we 
know. 

He emerged from the impenetrable 
forest bearing True Knowledge , and we 
knew at once he was one reborn, One 
who IS primal enlightenment! He 
cracked a broad smile, but said not a 
word. There was no need. We looked 
at him and we saw our true selves. Over 
his earthly head he bore the (surpris­
ingly un-ethereal) crown of true en­
lightenment, and his heart chakra shone 
red (neck) with love for Earth, and its 
spilled blood. We followed him into the 
forest and learned strange rites - hug­
ging trees, pulling stakes, and others 
too secret to disclose. But we do share 
a picture of the Great One so that others 
may know him as he truly is, no longer 

·- stripped of his bear dignity by oppres­
sive and ignorant Cruids (who worship 
humans and sacrifice trees to false 
gods). He is no longer a Forest Service 
symbol of fire suppression, but now 
seeks only Freddie suppression. 

In our part of the Pacific Northwest 
a team of Freddies have unmercifully, 
with cruid intentions, marked beautiful, 
living trees with yellow paint, undoub­
tedly for ttieir. future destruction by the 
teeth ofa chainsaw, with a fat, tobacco 
chewing killer ·at the throttle. When 
dust falls .on the towering trees causing 

·· ominous shadows, and dark silhouettes, 
the Freddies will move toward their 

-<C:rummy. They will hear a faint sound, 
slowly becoming louder as it echos 
through the trees, "Drown Their Butts, 
Crush Their Butts, Drown Their Butts, 
Crush Their Butts . . . . " 

SMOKEY THE BEAR SUTRA 
Once in the Jurassic, about 150 mil­

lion years ago, the Great Sun Buddha 
in this corner of the Infinite Void gave 
a great Discourse to all the assembled 
elements and energies: to the standing 
·beings, the walking beings, the flying 

beings, and the sitting beings - even 
grasses, to the number of thirteen bill­
ion, each one born from a seed, were 
assembled there: a Discourse concern­
ing Enlightenment on the planet Earth. 

"In some future time, there will be 
a continent called America. It will have 
great centers of power called such as 
Pyramid Lake, Walden Pond, channels 
such Columbia River, Mississippi 
River, and Grand Canyon. The human 
race in that era will get into troubles 
all over its head, and practically wreck 
everything in spite of its own strong in­
telligent Buddha-nature." 

"The twisting strata of the great 
mountains and the pulsings of great 
volcanoes are my love burning deep in 
the earth. My obstinate compassion is 
schist and basalt and granite, to be 
mountains, to bring down the rain. In 
that future American Era I shall enter 
a new form: to cure the world of loveless 
knowledge that seeks with blind hunger; 
and mindless rage eating food that will 
not fill it." · 

And the showed himself in his true 

formofSMOKEYTHE BEAR. A hand­
some smokey-colored brown bear stand­
ing on his hind legs , showing that he 
is aroused and watchful. 

Bearing in his right paw the Shovel 
that digs to the truth beneath appear­
ances; cuts the roots of useless attach­
ments, and flings damp sand on the 
fires of greed and war; 

His left paw in the Mudra of Com­
radely Display - indicating that all 
creatures have the full right to live to 
their limits and that deer, rabbits, chip­
munks, snakes, dandelions, and 
lizards all grow in the realm of the 
Dharma; 

Wearing the blue work overalls sym­
bolic of slaves and laborers, the count­
less men oppressed by a civilization 
that claims to save but only destroys; 
' Wearing the broad-brimmed hat of 
the West, symbolic of the forces that 
guard the Wilderness, which is the Nat­
ural State of the Dharma and the True 
Path of man on earth; all true paths 
lead through mountains -

With a halo of smoke and flame be­
hind, the forest fires of the kaliyuga, 

Eating As If Nature Mattered 
by Art Dingle 

You may know that the automobile 
industry is the largest single manufac­
turing and processing concern in the 

·· US, but did you know that the meat 
in\}ustry is a close second? American 
meat interests use over one-third of the 
C,bntinental US for their business, and 
are rapidly spreading their destructive 

, pmctices throughout Central and South 
America. The meat industry may be the 
single greatest enemy to ecologists, yet 
it is also probably the easiest to over­
come. How? Change your diet. 

Before you die-hard meat-eaters 
grumble about how "everything dies to 
feed something else," listen. I won't talk 
about animal rights, personal health or 
international economics. But I will ask 
th;i.t you stop buying commercial animal 
ptoducts for the following "ecological" 
reasons: 

Domesticated Animal Production is 
Ecologically Inefficient and Destruc­

tive 
1) Land Use: The most efficient 

known methods of human food procure­
ment are hunting and gathering, and 
Mayan agriculture, neither of which is 
much practised today; certainly not in 
the Americas or Western Europe, 
where flesh-eating consumers have de· 
strayed entire continents to support one 
of the most inefficient food systems 
imaginable. 

Nearly all the meat Americans eat 
was fed, when it was an animal, a diet 
of processed foods. Even "grass fed" 
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beef is usually fatter.eel for weeks or 
. months (called "finishing") on grains be­
fore slaughter. Much of this food (30 to 
80%) is usable by humans, e.g. corn, 
soybeans, oats, barley. The ratio of pro­
tein input to protein output in food ani­
mal production varies from 4 to 1 (in 
milk and eggs) up to 25 to 1 in beef. 
Combining these figures with ones 
given above, we see a loss of humanly 
usable protein of up to 76%. 

Ifwe cut out the "middle-man" in this 
food chain, huge areas that are now 
monocultures of grains and legumes 
could be freed for "re-naturalization." 
Presently, over half of all our tilled and 
harvested land is used for animal feed 
crops. If this "resource" were no longer 
needed, we would find a reduction in 
needed farmlands of about 50o/c. That 
could mean more wetlands, hardwoods, 
arid prairies. (Unless one thinks offeed­
ing the world, but that's a different 
myth.) I strongly support the dramatic 
EF! Wilderness proposals for the West, 
and hope for comparable proposals fo.r 
the East. Reclamation on such a grand 
scale will certainly require the virtual 
elimination of the modern animal indus­
try as we know it. 

Modern animal production is also 
wasteful in terms of energy consump­
tion and return. The best animal enter­
prise returns only about 35% of the fos­
sil fuel energy · investment in the form 
of food energy, while the poorest of the 
five major plant crops returns 328%! 
Considering all the problems associated 
with burning fossil fuels, e.g. acid rain, 
greenhouse effed; these figures speak 
for themselves. 

2) Land Abuse: What about range-fed 
animals? Three problems come to mind: 
removal and/or destruction of indigen­
ous species, overgrazing, and abuse of 
water sources. Most of you know about 
these issues, so I won't dwell on them. 
Suffice it to say that before livestock 
move in, native predators and large her­
bivores are destroyed by settlers. Then 
cattle destroy the flora, turning prairies 
into scrub-lands and semi-arid places 
into deserts . As the land dries, deeper 

·wells are dug, dams built for irrigation, 
and goats may eventually be brought in 
to finish what the cattle have left. Live­
stock grazing is contributing to the ac­
celerating spread of the Sahara Desert. 
The US beef industry is being blamed 
for the deforestation of Central and 
South America. In this country the tale 
is nearly ai;; grim: from Big Bend to Bis­
mark, Kansas City to Reno, the land 
will never be the same. 

A few years ago, I stood in west Texas 
watching tumbleweeds. The land 
seemed empty, yet a few miles away 
was one of the biggest feedlots in the 
world. Suddenly in the dry wind I heard 
the cries of wolves, buffalo, golden 
eagles, pumas, prairie dogs, burrowing 
owls, ferrets, foxes and a thousand flow­
ers that went unnoticed (at least by the 
whites). The demise of all this can be 
directly related to cattle and sheep in­
terests, and other animal industries. (I 
have a horrible vision of the last wild 
red wolf being shot by a goddamned 
turkey rancher.) 

Domesticated Animal Pn;iduction Is A 
Major Source of Pollution 

fires caused by the stupidity of those 
who think things can be gained and lost 
whereas in truth all is contained vast 
and free in the Blue Sky and G1·een 
Earth of One Mind; 

Round-bellied to shaw his kind na­
ture and that the great earth has food 
enough for eve·ryone who loves her and 
b"?J,sts her; 

Trampling unde1foot wastejiil fi"ee­
ways and needless suburbs; smashing 
the worms of capitalism and to­
talitarianism; 

Indicating the Task: hisfollawers, be­
coming ji·ee of cars, houses, canned 
foocl, universities, and ·shoes, master 
the Three Mysteries of their own Body, 
Speech and Mind; and fearlessly chop 
clown the rotten trees and prune out the 
sick limbs of this country America and 
then buhi the leftaver trash. 

Wrathful but Calm, Austere but 
Comic, Smokey the Bear will illumi­
nate those who would help him but for 
those who would kinder or slander him, 

HE WILL PUT THEM OUT 
Thus his great Mantra: Namah 
samanta vajranam channcla 
maharoshana 

Sphataya hum tmka ham marn 
"I DEDICATE MYSELF TO THE 

UNNERSAL DIAMOND 
BE THIS RAGING FURY DE­

STROYED" 
And he will protect those who love 

woods and rivers, Gods and animals, 
hobos and madmen, prisoners and sick 
people, musicians, playful women, and 
hopeful children; 

And if anyone is threatened by adver­
tising, air pollution, or the police, they 
should chant SMOKEY THE BEAR'S 
WAR SPELL: 

DROWN THEIR BUTTS, 
CRUSH THEIR BUTTS., 

DROWN THEIR BUTTS, 
CRUSH THEIR BUTTS 

And SMOKEY THE BEAR will 
surely appear to put the enemy out with 
his vajra-shovel. 

Now those who recite this Sutra and 
then try to put it in practice will ac­
cumulate merit as countle8s as the 
sands of Arizona and Nevada, 

Will help save the planet Earth from 
total oil slick, 

Will enter the age of harmony of man 
and nature, 

Will win the tender love and caresses 
of men, women, and beasts 

Will always have ripe blackberries to 
eat and a sunny spot 

under a pine tree to sit at, 
AND IN THE END WILL WIN 

HIGHEST PERFECT ENLIGHTEN­
MENT 

thus have we heard. 
-Gary Snyder (1969) 

1) . Animal Wastes: In the US alone, 
there are over two billion tons of animal 
wastes annually. That's ten times the 
amount of the same product from 
human sources. Much of it is good fer­
tilizer; unfortunately only about half of 
it is used so. The rest ends up in lakes , 
ponds, rivers, ground waters, oceans, 
i.e., the same places human wastes go, 
but generally without sewage treat­
ment. I'd bet that one-half to two-thirds 
of fish kills in US waters are caused by 
agricultural runoff, mostly from feed­
lots. 

2) Industrial Pollutants: The modern 
animal industries require enormous 
amounts of fossil fuels, metals, rubber, 
etc. to carry on. Trucking interests, 
farm equipment manufacturers and util­
ity companies are greatly and some­
times entirely dependent upon the ani­
mal industry. 

3) Chemical Pollutants: It would take 
quite a list to enumerate the chemical 
pollutants associated with the animal 
industry. From the pesticides sprayed 
on feed crops, and the herbicides used 
to control "weeds" on range and pas­
ture, to the feed-additives , hormones, 
antibiotics, and preservatives pumped 
into the animals, the list would be end­
less. 

4) The least obvious pollutive aspect 
is the mental pollution resulting from 
an artificial food system that alienates 
humans from other animals by placing 
them entirely at our disposal, enslaving 
and consuming them by the billions an­
nually. This attitude carries over to our 
relationships with all life-forms: plants, 
waters, our Mother Earth, and each 
other. 

continued on page 21 
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Let's keep Idaho the rare gem she is 
Undiswvered in the rough 
When they try to cut and polish her 
We'll have to say you've got enough. 

-The Braun Brothers 

In what promises to be the most excit­
ing reunion of the year, the seventh an­
nual Round River Rendezvous is less 
than two months away! Earth First!ers 
from around the country and beyond 
will · gather in the Challis National 
Forest in Idaho. Encircled by peaks of 
ten and eleven thousand feet, the North 
Fork of the Big Lost River should pro­
vide a site with cold swimming holes 
and superb hiking through the red fit 
forests. 

Come and sing along with Bill Oliver 
("Mr. Habitat" himself) or dance a little 
Idaho swing. If swimming, birding, hik­
ing or bagging peaks aren't too distract­
ing, you can heighten your knowledge 
and involvement at one of the many in­
d<•pth workshops throughout the week. 
The amazing Sagebrush Patriot Rally 
wil: be held on the 4th of July as we 
celebrate our continuing fight for free­
dom and justice for all (people, forests , 
animals, rivers ... ). 

Of course, no fee is required for you 
to attend the Rendezvous, but. it is far 
from free to pull together. Currently, 
funding for the '86 RRR budget looks 
slim and grim, folks. The Earth First! 
Foundation will gladly accept your 
spare change. savings bonds, inherit­
ances, etc ... . 

As last year, people will park & camp 
scattered around. We'll have a central 
campfire. We'll gather briefly in the 
morning each day. Monday through 
Thursday, we'll have scheduled work­
shops, hikes, etc. The schedule stays 
tentative to allow for late arrivals of 
workshop leaders, for additions of other 
(new) workshops and continuation or re­
peat of workshops due to popular de­
mand. If you want to add a workshop/ 
event/whatever, write it in on the 
schedule posted at the Rendezvous. The 
schedule will be finalized each day be­
fore the morning gathering, then an­
nounced and posted. There will be some 
type of a central area for the schedule 
and other information. 

Each morning, immediately following 
the gathering at the fire circle, parents 
and children desiring childcare for all or 
part of the day will meet to exchange 
information, say howdy, choose workers 
and other important essentials. 

There will be campfires every night, 
probably with a "featured' singer, then 
with the usual jams, singalongs, etc. 
Tuesday night we'll have a barbeque. 
Bring your own meat and a dish to pot­
luck. Friday is the Sagebrush Patriots 
Rally with speakers, musicians, poets; 
essentially the only performer/audience 
event of the Rendezvous. Saturday and 
Sunday are· more or less reserved for 
workshops that are outgrowths of the 
prior several days, in other words, 
whatever people want to do. There'll be 
a library with information on natural 
history, md services in the nearby 
towns. Ii you have car trouble on the 
way, don't give up. Make a sign that 
says RRR and try hitchhiking. It 
worked last year. 

There is a variety of information read­
ily available about . this part of Idaho. 

_ Here's a couple of suggestions: 
Forest Service map: East Half, Chal­

lis National Forest; from Challis N. F., 
USFS, Challis, ID 83226, or the Fred­
die office in Ketchum, $1.00 

Bird List, Mammal list, etc. also avail­
able from above addresses. Ask for in­
formation pertaining to either Challis 
Forest or Sav.rtooth region. 

Sawtooth Tales, by Dick d'Easum 
History of Sun Valley Both available 

locally 
Topo maps: Meridian Peak - RRR site 
Others that are adjacent: North Fork 

Big Lost River; Herd Peak; Herd Lake; 
Bowery Peak; Bowery Creek; Ryan 
Peak 
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What you can do to help: 
Offer your services to the ride coor­

dinator in your bioregion. 
If you've got some space in your car 

for the last hundred miles or so, offer 
to pick up people at nearby airports 
(Denver, Salt Lake City, Boise, Idaho 
Falls) 

If you're bringing kids, let Michelle 
Miller know. 

On your way to the RRR, pick up 
hitchhikers with an RRR sign. 

At the RRR, volunteer on one of the 
many "committees." 

Pick up firewood on the way to the 
site. 

Definitely Bring: 
This page (there will be no additional 

flyer sent out) 
Camping gear for a week 
Clothes for warm, sunny weather 
Clothes for cold, wet or dry weather 
This high country has a reputation 

for low tempetures, tall stories, and 
dramatic incidents. It was on a remote 
fork of Lost River that a rainbow trout 
wearing earmuffs was caught on the 
Fourth of July. Temperatiire rnnge: 
could be sunny and 80 degrees all week , 
could snmv on us (unlikely Ind has hcip­
pened), co1dd rain. Remeniber the high 
elevation and the northern latitude. 

Water jugs (no potable water at site) 
Food and cooking gear - we'll again 

have the communal campfires, not indi­
vidual ones 

Something for the Bar-B-Q Tuesday 
night - your own meat (or whatever) 
and an item for the potluck 

High spirits 

Bring ii you can or want to: 

Firewood (pick it up on the way in) 
bicycles (dirt roads near RRR) ' 
Tarps - in case of rain so the work-

shops, etc. can go on. 
Movie projector 

Since the RRR budget is so slim, our 
future EF!ers are in dire need of a few 
items. Please bring any of these (or any­
thing else you can think of) to donate or 
lend to the Rendezvous childcare: old 
funky canvas tents; tarps; ropes(for 
swings); rolls of newsprint; books; cos­
tumes; musical instruments; scissors; 
paint, paintbrushes; any art items; 
yarn, tape, glue; any other junk and 
doodahs ... 

You need not be a parent to contrib­
ute! 

Please leave the yappers, howlers or 
other assorted beasties at home (or be 
prepared to restrain them). This is not 
in reference to childcare! 

All of us traveling to the Rendezvous 
will have quite a positive impact on the 
local economy. Let's exercise some of 
our economic muscle. As you travel 
through Idaho and spend money at vari­
ous places, tell them you're environmen­
talists. Why don't we reward those 
businesses that have helped us in our 
battles? 

Places in Ketchum to patronize be­
cause of their support of local environ­
mentalists: 
Gerry's Mini-Mart (also has cheapest 
gas in town) (Warm Springs & 10th) 
Coffee Grinder (4th & Leadville) 
Louie's (331 Leadville) 
Backwoods (outdoor gear) 
Silver Creek Outfitters (outdoor gear) 
Photographies (film) 
Sun Inn (motel) 

Do not patronize: 
Snug (outdoor gear) 
Wood River Motel 
Sun Valley Co. (gas & all) 

Come to the Round River Rendez­
vous and bring your vision of an Earth 
honored and revered rather than 
poisoned and mutilated. Bring your 
ideas and dreams, your passion and 
your anger and put them to constructive 
use. A question was put out by Dave 
Foreman at one of the workshops last 
year asking how Earth First!ers view 
the movement. Are we a tribe that 
gathers once a year for rituals and bond­
ing, or are we like seeds, widely dis­
persed to grow and flourish? Certainly, 
the Rendezvous personifies both of 
these: We renew acquaintances, culti­
vate borids of friendship, and usually 
indulge in a sacred beer ritual or two. 
The Montana camp impressed us (I 
won't say how!) with their spirited 
chanting last July. We are also seedlike 
- as the knowledge and inspiration we 
gain comes home with us and spreads 
out like -so many blackberry bushes 
along a creek. Each person that attends 
the Rendezvous is truly a .leader in the 
movement, a warrior in the fight to pro­
tect our Mama. 

Join us among the red fir and white 
pine when we gather this July. See you 
at the Rendezvous! 

------

I 
I 
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SCHEDULE OF EVI 

Monday, June 30 
Hikes 
Natural History Hike 
EF! Foundation 

Tuesday, .July 1 
Non-Violent Direct Action 
Media 
Guerrilla Theater 
Clean Air/Acid Rain 
Forest Planning/Forest Service 
Natural History Hike 
Over-Population 
Bioregionalism 
Tree Climbing 
Barbeque (bring your own meat and a 
potluck dish) 

Wednesday, July 2 
Local Group Organization 
Local Group Caucus 
Regional Group Caucus 
EF! Foundation 
Fu.ndraising 
Natural History Hike 
Paper Monkeywrenching 
Deep Ecology 
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ten tative and sure to change 

Thursday, July 3 
Deep Ecology 
Redneck Women's Caucus 
Natural History Hike 
Environmental Eurythmics 
Costume Making 
Grazing 
Grizzlies 
Old Growth Protection 
Wild Rivers 
Utah BLM Wilderness 

Friday, 4th of July 
SAGEBRUSH PATRIOT'S RALLY 

Dave Foreman 
Marcy Willow 
Ned Fritz 
Stephanie Mills 
Jasper ·Carlton 
Jeri McAndrews 
Lone Wolf Circles 
Art Goodtimes 
Bill Oliver. 
Johnny Sagebrush 
Glenn Waldeck 
Cecelia Ostrow 
Greg Keeler 
Jonathan Richmond 
Jim Stoltz 
Wobbly Bob Phillips 
We are not advertising any expected 
celeb1ities 

Saturday, July 5 
Environmental Eurythmics 
Natural History Hike 
Deep Ecology 
Round River Rendezvous '87 
More workshops as arranged 

Sunday, July 6 
More workshops as arranged 

I 

Sierm Nevada College would like to 
announce that college credit will be 
available for attendence at the Round 

River Rendezvous '86. 
Instructor, Rick Foster, MEd, Chair­

man of the Dept. Science, Director of 
Environmental Sciences will be in at­
tendence. 

Units to include: 
Environmental Science (ENS) 351 

Critical Analysis of Env. Issues 3 sem. 
credits 

Environmental Science (ENS) 255 
Landscape and Wilderness Studies of 
West (Idaho) 3 sem. credits 

Tuition: $135.00 per class 
Sierra Nevada College is accredited. 
for further information write: Sierra 

Nevada College, Rick Foster, Ch. 
Science Dept., P.O.Box 4269, Incline 
Village, NV 89450-4269, 702-831-1314, 
916-581-7766, 

ALASKA 

Mavis Muller 
Box 2607 
Homer, AK 99603 
907-235-5345 

ARIZONA 

Helen Wilson 
Rt.14, Box 488H 
Tucson, AZ 85743 
602-744-3215 

Grisle 
POB 1525 

CARPOOL 

Prescott, AZ 86302 

CALIFORNIA 

Michelle Miller 
Box 38A, Cohasset Stage 
Chico, CA 95926 .. 
916-345-4746 

Tom Skeele 
POB 272 
Yosemite, CA 95389 
209-372-4441 

Jeff Hoffman 
2128-A Woolsey 
Berkeley, CA 94705 
415-549-9534 

San Diego: 
Pam Hillock 
(619)457-2458 
Van Clothier 
(619)481-6784 
Claude Mathis 
(619)942-8069 

COLORADO 

Luke & Kathy 
Box 241 
Boulder, CO 80806 
303-449-4048 
(school bus for 20-30!) 

Wolf Needs Riders! 
Our art hero, Lone Wolf Circles 

needs riders to accompany him to th~ 
86 RRR in Idaho. He'll be leaving from 
southem Colorado in late June and has 
room for three passengers. Contact 
Lone Wolf Circles, Box 711, Duration 
Ranch, Reserve, NM 87830. 

COORDINATORS 

IOWA 

Jennifer Baum-Noah 
1003 Arlington Ave. #1 
Davenport, IA 52803 
319-322-0541 

KANSAS 

Charlotte Neyland 
613 Elm 
Coffeyville, KS 67337 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Grey lock 
clo Patti's Hair Port 
614 Tyler St. 
Pittsfield , MA 01201 

MISSOURI 

Sue Skidmore 
1364 S. Plaza 
Springf ield , MO 65805 
417-882-2947 

MONTANA 

Gary Steele 
Rt.1 , Box 44K 
St. Ignatius, MT 598()5 
406-745-3212 

NEW ME XICO 
Steve Marlatt 
c/o 3957 Westview 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
505-526-9380 

NEW YORK 
G. Mark Bromley 
c/o Manitoga 
H nelson River Nature Cente1· 
Garrison, NY 10524 

WASHINGTON 

Ten·y Graves 
POB 704 
Spokane, WA 99210-0704 

George Draffan 
POB 9531() 
Seattle, WA 98145 

Or contact your local EF! group or con­
tact. 

Gett£r:g acquainted at '85 RRR. Photo by Ed Burger. ,------------·---------------------------------------------, 
CHILDCARE REGISTRATION 

Yes, I am planning to bring my children to the '86 RRR 

# of children Ages Date arriving? 

Parents area of interest in helping with 

I 

I 
I 
I 

the children---------------------.:..----------------------1 
Your ideas for activities 

include your name and address, do I 
needtocontactyou?_.:_....:.:..:.:.::.:_~.:_:.....:_ ________________________________ --1 

I I Anything else I should ~now? I 
I Thanks for your help, Michele, Box 38A Cohasset Stage, Chico, CA 95926, 916- 345-4746 J 
~------------~------~------------------ --------------------Page 19 FJarth First! May 1, 1986 



View from the 
Outhouse 

Suggestions for 
Possible Regression 

by Robert Streeter 

Everyone in the Deep Ecology/Earth 
First! tribe has encountered the follow­
ing scenario: You're sitting around a 
campfire or in someone's living room 
talking about environmental issues. 
After much discussion, someone who 
desires more involvement asks, "How 
can I help?" Is it enough to loan them 
your copy of The Monkey Wrench Gang, 
suggest letters to write, involve them 
in demonstrations and give addresses 
of environmental groups? Hardly. The 
threats to wilderness, and indeed, to 
the very existence of life on Earth have 
reached a crisis level that demands a 
more encompassing response. The pro­
found connections between our daily 
lifestyles and their deadly environmen­
tal consequences must be made, and the 
tough, long term solutions suggested. 
It is not enough to sen<l twenty bucks 
or two thousand bucks to an environ­
mental group and go about a middle­
class lifestyle. It may ease the con­
science, but the net effect on the planet 
remains negative. 

I'm not demeaning even the smallest 
efforts to heal the environment, but if 
we hope to actually reverse the destruc­
tion of the planet, each of us needs to 
take a hard look at our lifestyles. Nearly 
every threat to the environment, includ­
ing nuclear war, can be traced to the 
!'high" standard of living of the consum-· 
ing masses in all industrialized nations. 
Until we regress in o~r daily activities 
to an ecologically responsible level, all 
the laws, letter writing, donations, 
demonstrations, monkeywrenching, 
etc., will only slightly delay the biotic 
collapse of our planet. The same old bat­
tles will be fought with predictably de­
vastating results. The root cause of acid 
rain or nuclear weapons, clearcuts or 
hydroelectric dams, is not an elite few, 
but rather, the masses who pay for the 
finished products. As long as we, the 
people, continue supplying the 
economic incentives for these products, 
the atrocities will continue. 

The following suggestions are offered 
to those who ask (and those who don't), 
"How can I helpT' They are just a few 
methods for reducing our participation 
in the military-industrial complex, and 
they can be thought of as acts of environ­
mental advocacy equally as important 
as letter writing, civil disobedience, 
etc.; perhaps more important. The key 
is embracing the desperately needed 
lifestyle changes and accommodating as 
many other tactics as possible, with the 
goal of ending our own involvement in 
the problem. 

- Stop paying war taxes. Resist all or 
a portion of your federal income tax. 
Income tax began in the US in an effort 
to pay for World War I. There was little 
compliance at first, but as the power of 
the IRS grew along with the military 
budget, non-compliance became (and 
still is) anathema for most. Income tax 

. remains a means for financing past, 
present, and future US wars, with ap­
proximately 60% going for military pur­
poses. Paying federal income tax is a 
direct way in which you support war 
and the preparations for war. Wilder­
ness and war don't mix well, particu­
larly nuclear war for which taxpayers 
are now preparing us. There are many 
imaginative methods of protesting, in­
cluding rather safe (for the taxpayer) 
and annoying (for the IRS) methods for 
the beginning tax resister. Write: 
Con$cience and Military Tax Campaign 
- us; 44 Belhaven Rd., Bellport, NY 
11713. 

- Reduce your use of banks ("temples 
of property"). Banks play a vital role in 
facilitating our - "unlimited growth" 
economy. Keep a minimum balance for 
check cashing privileges, but otherwise 
don't let them use your money, and don't 
use theirs. Staying out of the money 
economy as much as possible will help 
guide us into a steady-state economy. 
Bartering avoids the exchange of cash 
and is open to more people than you 
might think. Make a proposal. Use your 
imagination. The less money we earn 
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and use each year, the better off we and 
our planet will be. 

- Begin reducing your dependence on 
electricity (and other utilities), with the 
final objective of unhooking totally. Our 
species has been around for eons, and 
amazingly, in the span of a few decades, 
electricity has come to be considered a 
necessity for survival! Ask the acidified 
ecosystems of the Northeast, or Glen 
Canyon, or Black Mesa if they feel elec­
tricity is needed for their survival. Life 
without it nurtures a heightened aware­
ness of self, family, and the surrounding 
environment, breathing life back into 
all three while making life more real 
and deeply satisfying. Explore alterna­
tive forms of energy as only a stepping 
stone to unhooking from the major 
utilities, since most alternatives (like 
photovoltaics) are still based on non-re­
newable resources. The ticket is discov­
ering the intrinsic beauty in doing with­
out, and repairing the Earth/human 
bond. 

- Stop patronizing large supermar­
kets, which typically sell only the 
poisoned food of industrialized farming 
and show no regard for an organic, bio­
regional approach to food production. 
Find a local food cooperative where or­
ganic, local food can be bought in bulk, 
or form a buying club with friends if 
there's no established cooperative 
(That's how most cooperatives begin.) 
Consider the how and where of what 
you eat; e.g., should Americans be eat­
ing bananas? Hell no! 

- Don't participate in "the -malling of 
America." Stay away from those farm­
land fouling, wetland wasting empires 
(and national chains of any type, like 
fast food) which are destroying the more 
ecologically sound, locally based busi­
ness communities, and the character of 
once rural landscapes. 

- Recycle newspaper (stop buying 
those monstrous Sunday papers), glass, 
ferrous metals, aluminum, motor oil, 
plastic (boycott this ubiquitous plague), 
and anything else with a market. Say 
no to unnecessary bags when buying 
something. You'll get a kick out of the 
check-out person's perplexed response, 
and have an opportunity to enlighten 
them with this: Recycling a ton of paper 
saves 17 trees and from 70 to 100 gallons 
of.gasoline. Start a compost pile for food 
and organic wastes. Even if you don't 
use the compost, it's better than taking 
up the limited space of landfills. 

The list is endless. My point is to en­
gag·e people in conversations which 
demonstrate the connections between 
lifestyles and the environmental threats 
they pose, to wilderness and otherwise, 
and then suggest changes at the source -
of most threats (our lifesyles) as well as 
the letter writing, direct action, etc. 
Discussing lifestyles is a sensitive sub­
ject, but it can have a positive response 
if done in a caring, supportive manner; 
there is no room for arrogance or self­
righteousness. 

Getting out of this mess will take gen­
erations, one step at a time, the same 
way we got into it. Hopefully children 
raised without electricity will carry on 
that practice with their own children, 
and regress in other ways from the con­
suming, industrial lifestyles of their an­
cestors. Meanwhile, career conser­
vationists whose effectiveness depends 
on gas, electricity, and other bad habits, 
should continue. They are buying us 
precious time. But a significant number 
of people must take steps in demonstra­
ting a sustainable lifestyle based on re­
newable resources. Regaining our vis­
ion of a homesteading, self-reliant ethic 
will eliminate the centralized, 
specialized, military-industrialized soci­
ety that so threatens our planet, and 
will finally return us home. 

THE 
·GRIZZLY 
DEN 
by Howie Wolke 

The Education of Young Ranger Smith 
(or, How the Forest Service Works) 

An old drinking buddy who currently 
works for the Boondoggle National 
Forest told me of a recent staff meeting, 
which included the Forest Supervisor: 

Supervisor: Well, gentlemen, the 
Holier Than Thou Church of Reverend 
Sum Dum Goon has applied for a special 
use permit on our forest. They want to 
build a crematorium so they can burn 
babies of inferior races. They want to 
build the crematorium and associated 
powerplant in the Foolish Freddie Road­
less Area. The plan could be controver­
sial. I'd like your input. 

Planner: We can mitigate ! 
Biologist: We'll have to map all the 

migratory routes and calving areas for 
elk and moose. Perhaps a seasonal clo­
sure of some kind. 

Timber Beast: The new road will help 
us access some nearby commercial 
timber which is decadent and overma­
ture. 

Soil Scientist: The proposed site looks 
to be on a slump prone slope, but 
perhaps if we move it to the other side 
of Goosestep Creek we could avoid 
major problems. 

Public Relations Specialist: I've got 
it! We won't let them burn babies on the 
Sabbath! 

Young Smith: Wait a minute! This is 
disgusting! My God, didn't you hear 
what Supervisor Clone just said? They 
want to bum babies alive in order to 
generate power! It's immoral! 

Supervisor: Well, our country does 
need the energy. 

Recreation Specialist: You know, 
Smith, immorality is in the eye of the 
beholder. For example, some of those 
crazed environmentalists think our an­
nual dirtbike race across critical Grizzly 
habitat is immoral. But it isn't. It's mul­
tiple use. 

Young Smith: Yeah, but ... . 
Planner: We'll send the interdiscipli­

nary team into the field tomorrow. That 
way, we can begin to work on the EA. 
Let's get the paper in motion! 

Young Smith: I protest! Listen, 
you've got to .... 

Supervisor: Son, I know you're new 
in the agency, but if you want to have a 
successful career you'd better learn to 

be a team player. Don't rock the boat. 
Planner: Look, it's our job to provide 

a wide range of multiple use benefits 
for the American public. Name an activ­
ity and I guarantee you that somebody 
isn't going to like it. We always get 
caught in the middle . Reverend Goon 
will be unhappy about some of the miti­
gation measures and the Sahara Club 
will moan about the loss of another road­
less area. Both sides will be mad at us, 
and that is how you know that we're 
doing our job. 

Young Smith: Yeah, but . . . . 
Timber Beast: Sure. Look, we have 

clearcutting, stripmining, roadbuild­
ing, ski resort development, oil rigs, 
dirt bike races, four-wheeling, 
thousands of cattle, dams, water diver­
sions, and various other activities which 
kill, maim, damage, or destroy part of 
the natural environment. That's multi­
ple use, and without it we'd all be out 
of work. Hell, we even have Wilderness 
Management. 

Young Smith: I know all that. I 
learned it in Forestry School. But don't 
ya think .. . . 

Planner: Be a team player, Smith. 
Supervisor: We can expect some op­

position from the human rights groups 
and thegoddamned environmentalists. 

Timber Beast: Dingbats! -
Supervisor: Let's do this one strictly 

by the book. 
Planner: We can have the EA out by 

the first of March, followed by the public 
review period prior to the signing of the 
decision notice on April 1. If the Sahara 
Club doesn't appeal the decision by 
April 30, or even if they do and the Re­
gional Forester doesn't grant them a 
stay, I don't see why we couldn't have 
babies burning by mid summer. The 
road engineers can begin their survey 
tomorrow. 

Supervisor: Then we're all in agree­
ment? 

Young S111ith: Well, if you're abso­
lutely certain about the mitigation. 

Planner: We can mitigate ANY­
THING! 

Supervisor: Then it's settled. We'll be 
the first Forest to have a baby burning 
power plant. What an opportunity! 
Good day, gentlemen. 

An Immodest Proposal 
By John Seed 

Proposal from the Rainforest In­
formation Centre to the Pacific 
Regional Meeting of the Interna­
tional Year of Peace Committee, 
Bangkok, August 1985: 

There are thousands of groups around 
the world working in the cause of peace 
for human beings. This leaves a niche 
waiting to be filled - a group is needed 
to s.ue for peace on behalf of the other 
ten to fifty million species with whom 
we share Earth, and it is with this in 
mind that we address this meeting. 

While we too sincerely wish for peace 
for humans, we recognize that the many 
groups struggling for peace may not suc­
ceed. The myriad species are non-com­
batants in our ancient human quarrels. 
On their behalf we make the following 
proposal: 

We propose the careful and systema­
tic substitution of species-specific 
weapons for our present arsenals of 
broad spectrum weapons such as nu­
clear bombs and indiscriminate chemi­
cal agents. If they were ever used, these 
precision weapons would only knock out 
one species, leaving the rest of the bios-
phere intact. -

We could carefully substitute these 
fine-tuned biological weapons for our in­
discriminate weapons in such a fashion 
that we never for a moment surrender 
our ability to kill every human being 
on the planet 4000 times over - that 
is, the security of having a balance of 
power between the superpowers would 
not be threatened by such a move. 
Biological weapons would be cheaper 
than our present nuclear arsenals, and. 
suitable bacteria and viruses have al­
ready been developed. All that would 
be required is a crash program to mass 
produce them followed by a careful, step 
by step substitution. 

Then, if by chance all of our efforts 
at peace were to fail and the button did 
get pressed, at least we would go to 
extinction knowing that a green and liv­
ing planet was left behind, a planet that 
could certainly once again· throw out 
something as complex as human beings 
in the blink of a few million years. We 
feel that the compassion demonstrated 
by so aiming our weapons would defi­
nitely be salutary for humans, and in­
deed would decrease the likelihood of 
the button ever being pushed. 

John Seed is our Australian correspon­
dent and one of our foremost experls 
on rainforests. 
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by Karen DeBraal 

"Here Ethel! Suuuiii! Here she 
comes!" squealed the pig researcher. 
And sure enough, crashing through the 
chaparral of Pinnacles National Monu­
ment, trotted Ethel, an inquisitive feral 
pig who decided that some people were 
A.O.K. - for a tummy scratch anyhow. 
Ethel was a juvehile pig who made 
friends with two pyschology resear­
chers studying the behavior of feral 
pigs. Since I was working at Pinnacles, 
I assisted them with their research. 
With the help of Ethel (who began 
bringing her buddies on her friendship 
forays), the researchers managed to 
habituate 15 juvenile pigs to human re­
search activities. These pigs were as lov­
able and intelligent as any dog. 

Unfo1tunately, feral pigs wreak havoc 
on wilderness. Their destrictive ac­
tivities are well documented at Volcanos 
National Park in Hawaii, in the Smokey 
Mountains of Tennessee; in Marin 
County of California, at Pinnacles and 
in Australia. Adaptable and hearty, 
feral pigs breed prodigiously and the 
multiplicity of swiney snouts rototilling 
through fragi le soils and delicate plants 
upsets the ecological balance of our Na-

. tional Parks. The pigs hog food right­
fully belonging to hative species and 
they also muck up waterholes, making 
the water unfit for native animals. 

This same situation - a fascinating 
non-native animal destroying an ecosys~ 
tern - is seen with wild burros, goats, 
and other introduced species. The ques­
tion is, what do humans do to rectify 
the sorry situation they began? Do bur­
ros, pigs and goats possess rights? Can 
wilderness and non-native species both 
be saved? Do ecosystems possess ll!Ore 
rights than a pig? 

The usual route for management 
agencies to take is to kill the offending 
animals - it is the cheapest and quic­
kest way to end the problem. The rights 
of the offending animals aren't consi­
dered; the ecosystem simply comes 
first. Animal rights advocates disagree 
with this school of thought. They pour 

Karen DeBraal and friends . 

money into "Adopt-a-Burro" type pro­
grams. These programs are costly, in­
volve long periods of time, and don't 
make a lasting dent in the non-native 
populations. And sometimes. they don't 
work to the animals' benefit either -
in one situation , goats were moved off 
an island and they all took ill and died. 
Theoretically, if live-trapping, adoption 
programs were successful management 
agencies couldn't reasonably be against 
them. 

However, might not all the money 
poured into saving a goat be used more 
wisely if it were channeled into saving 
a rare or endangered species? Perhaps 
if our society possessed different 
priorities, the issue of money and how 
to spend it would be moot. Money would 
abound for wilderness ecosystems and 
feral species. 

The situation, as it now stands, usu­
ally pits conservationists against animal 
rights advocates. One might think that 
a wilderness advocate - someone de: 

Civilization Act 
by George Wuerthner 

Our present methods for protecting 
wild lands are missing the entire con­
cept of wilderness, that is to be un­
bounded, free and somewhat unknown. 
When we place a name on a wild, road­
less area and define it with boundaries 
we have already taken away from its 
wild nature. Also in managing" wilder­
ness" we tend to think in terms of our 
civilized, structured minds even though 
dealing with something that is unstruc­
tured in the formal sense. 

I offer this alternative approach to 
wild land protection: the creation of 
"Civilization Areas" rather than Wilder­
ness Areas. We ought to have a Bitter­
root Valley Civilization Area instead of 
a Selway-Bitterroot Wilderness. Using 
the tools and structures of civilization 
we can define the limits of humanity's 
growth, the boundaries of its use areas. 
Then, by default, the remainder of the 
land automatically becomes wilderness . 

Instead of surrounding our wilder­
ness by civilization, let us surround our 
civilization with wilderness. It is a dif­
ferent way of perceiving the world and 
might even change our relationship with 
it. So I have written a Civilization Act 
to replace the presently used Wilder­
ness Act. 

We can preserve wildlands and pro­
vide for development by the resource 
exploitation interests with the creation 
of "Civilization Areas." Their establish­
ment is a practical solution to the wil­
derness "problem." Civilization, unlike 
wilderness, depends upon defo1ite 
boundaries and operates on timetables, 
permits and the regulations of ac­
tivities. Humans do not create wild land 
with a survey line, any more than they 
create a blue sky with a weather report. 
They can only recognize and validate 
the existence of wilderness. We fail in 
our manipulation of natural systems be­
cause the linear principles of civilization 
govern our relationships with wild 

things. Instead of delineating where 
wilderness is allowed to exist, it would 
better serve Earth if we protected the 
civilized areas of the US by defining 
and limiting the places where the works 
of humans are substantial and unnatural 
conditions prevail. The creation of 
"Civilization Areas" would benefit pres­
ent and future generations as tangible 
examples of unstable ecosystems. 

I must stress the importance of swift 
action with regards to the formal estab­
lishment of definite boundaries of all 
civilized lands before we lose our monu­
ments of civilization to the gr..izzly bear, 
wolf and the untamed forces of nature. 
With this in mind I submit the "Civiliza­
tion Act" for the consideration of the 
American People and the US Congress 
in hopes that it is quickly accepted as 
an equitable solution to the deposition 
of public lands. 

THE CIVILIZATION ACT 
To establish a Civilization Preserva­

tion System for the permanent good of 
the whole people, and for other pur­
poses . Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Represen tatives of th e United 
States iu Congress assembled. 

Section 1 This act may be cited as the 
"Civilization Act." 

Ciriliza tion System Established State­
ment of Policy 

Section 2 (a) In order to assure that 
an increasing popu lation of wildlife, ac­
companied by expanding wilderness 
areas and grmuing 11onrnechanization, 
does not occupy all areas designatedfor 
protection in their unna.tural condi­
tion, it is hereby declared to be the pol­
icy of Congress to secure for the Amer­
ican people of present ar,idfuhn-e gener­
ations the benefits of an enduring re­
source of civilization. For this purpose 
there is hereby established a Civiliza­
tion Preservation System to be com­
posed of federally muried areas desig­
nated by Congress as "civilization 
areas," and these shall be administered 

voted to saving thi:ngs - would feel that 
non-native animals have rights too. In 
fact , many conservationists, like Ray 
Dasmann, do feel this way but try to 
stay away from these explosive issues . 
The majority will say that the ecosys­
tem is most precious and must be pro­
tected, regardless of the rights of a few 
goats. This attitude can be noted by 
looking at environmental organizations 
- very few cross over into animal rig·hts 
.. . the issues are too explosive, too 
emotional. The question of the rights of 
feral species is not mentioned in en­
vironmental journals . Some environ" 
mental organizations of a radical bent 
attempt to cross the line between the 
two camps - Defenders of Wildlife 
wants to ban leg-hold traps and let wild 
horses roam the plains of America. 
Earth First! discusses both sides of the 
animal rights issue. Greenpeace appro­
aches the issue from the perspective 
that wild animals shouldn't be clubbed 
to death or slaughtered for our dubious 
benefit. The stance taken by these 

for the use and enjoyment of the people 
in such manner as will leave them im­
paired for future use and enjoyment as 
civilization; and no federal lands shall 
be designated as civilization areas ex­
cept as provided for in this act or by 
subsequent Act. 

(b) The inclusion of an area in the 
Civilization Preservation System not­
withstanding, the area shall continue 
to be managed by the Department and 
agency having jurisdiction thereaver 
immediately before its inclusion in the 
System unless otherwise pravided by 
ActofCongress. Noappropriationshall 
be available for the payment of expenses 
or salaries for the administration of the 
Preservation System as a separate unit 
nor shall any appropriation be avail­
able for additiona{ personnel stated as 
being required solely because they are 
administering areas included with the 
Preservation System. 

Definition of Civilization 
( c) A civilization, in contrast to those 

areas where man and his· own works do 
not dominate the landscape, is hereby 
recognized as an area where the earth 
and its community of life are tram­
meled by man, and where man himself 
is a resident who remains. An area of 
civilization is further defined to mean 
in this act an area of developed Federal 
land retaining its civilized character 
and influence, with permanent im­
pravements or human habitation, 
which is protected and managed so as 
to preserve its unnatural conditions 
and which, (1) generally appears to 
have been affected primarily by the 
forces of man, with the imprint of na­
ture's work substantially unnoticeable; 
(2) has few opportunities for solitude or 
a primitive and unconfined type of rec­
reation; (3) has at least five thousand 
acres of land or is of sufficient size as 
to make practicable its preservation 
and use in an impaired condition; and 
( 4) may also contain social, structural 
or other features of scientific, educa­
tional, nonscenic, or historical value. 

Georye Wuerthner writes regularly 
for Earth Fi.rst. 

groups often procures them the label of 
"emotional." 

The issue of emotionalism is add res­
sed by Marti Kheel, in her book, Tlie 
Libemti:on u( Natnre - A Cfrcnla r At~ 
fir i 1'. Kheel believes that all animals al'e 
·equal, whethel' they ai·e cows OJ' rare 
species, and states that a lack of 
emotionalism in viewing their rights is 
typical of hiera1·chical thinking. She 
savs that if l'eason and emotion were 
ui{ited, sensibility would 1·esult. Keep­
ing her philosophy in mind with reganls 
to to the . feral animal problem, 
ecologists a1·e thinking along hierarchi­
cal lines , when they automaticall~' sa.v, 
"Shoot 'em," as an answe1· to the prob­
lem. If they began to think along less 
hierarchical lines, by looking at ecosys­
tems and feral animals equally, they 
would reanange thei1· methods of prob­
lem solving. 

Animal rights advocates are will ing 
to do this. According to Dasmann, 
people are willing to spend vast 
amounts of money on saving fern! 
species, evidence being the "Aclopt-a­
Burro" program. If t hese smts· of pro­
grams could be tmly effective, this 
issue might be resolved with a minimum 
of fuss. Rut the pl'ograrns would have 
to grow enormously, as effol'ts to save. 
feral animals would requfre tremendous 
J'esources. 

This issue, now beginning to be dis­
cussed bv some em· irnnmentalists . has 
yet to ~pecifically arlch·essed by the 
large environmental organizations. 
While it is easy, from an ecological 
standpoint. to say that ecosystems must 
be p1·eserved at all costs . the rip; ht:< of 
the feral animals shouldn't be brushed 
aside any longer. These creatures hold 
rights too - and it isn't thei1· fault that 
they ended up in their current position. 
People ought to consider this when they 
begin to look fol' remedies to the :::.itua­
tion. Solutions do exist, if people rear­
range their priorities and begin to solve 
problems in non-hierarchical ways. 

Karr11 DeJJmal, o Califi1mia EF.1h, 
i11 this adicle.fi1//owed 111~ li er prel'io11 s 
article 011 the da111age to Pi)l)lacfes b.11 
pigs. Additional tlwngl1(firl .~/iorf es­
says 011 tl1is t/wr11y problem will be co11-
side r·ed for p11 bl icat io11. 

EATING (Cont) 
I don't believe our present situation 

(on the brink of rapid ecological, or im­
mediate nuclear, disaster) will improve 
through a dramatic social or political 
event. The future is ensured only by 
those persons willing to make that indi­
vidual revolution (to paraphrase Frost) 
and live as if the future were already 
here. This cannot be pursued recklessly, 
as Earth couldn't handle (?) everyone 
running out to become hunters and 
gatherers, yet. But, right now, you can 
stop a destructive worldwide industry 
simply by refusing to buy its unneces­
sary product. Massive boycotts could be 
the biggest monkeywrench of all. No 
compromise! 

Art Dingle is an Oregon activistwho 
believes in the superiority of a hunting 
and gathering existence and claims 
that our most vital relationship to Gaia 
is through food. 

· Ed. note:SinceArtdidn'tsuggestany 
alternatives to commercial meat con­
sumption for those who don't want to 
eschew all meat-eating, we have afew: 
1. Buy direct from small oryanicfarms. / 
2. If you hunt, hunt "pest" species such :)·, 
as feral pigs, starlings, Norway rats; < .· 
grasshoppers, or lornsts. 3. Find and . · 
eat fresh road-kills. 4. Poach public· 
lands cattle ,and sheep . 

-JD 
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... SCHM:OOKLER 
ON ANARCHY 

by Andrew Bard Schmookler 

Dear Australopithecus: 
You are uneasy with my arguing, in 

The Parable of the Tribes, that at the 
core of the problems of civilization is 
anarchy, while some people that you re­
spect argue, rather, that something 
akin to anarchy is the solution. I ap­
preciate your inviting me to respond to 
the position of an anarchist like Murray 
Bookchin. You have also articulated the 
position to which you wish me to re­
spond. Here, in a nutshell, is my under­
standing of it: Organic societies - in­
cluding the original human societies and 
various other communities appearing in 
nature - tend to be "spontaneously 
formed, non-coercive and egalitarian." 
The world took a bad turn with the cre­
ation in human societies of hierarchies, 
including the state and male dominated 
institutions. The hierarchical state 
brought about the various evils of civili­
zation. We would be better off, there­
fore, if we could return to "ecological, 
stateless, communal-based societies." 
[Ed. note: Australopithecus thinks we 
would benefit by returning to such pri­
mal societies; Bookchin appears to favor 
combining the positive qualities of pri­
mal societies with the latent positive 
qualities of modern society.] 

I share that primitivist appreciation 
-of the more synergistic structure of nat­
ural societies. Where I differ from the 
above summarized position is in how the 
origin of evil is to be understood (e.g. 
the evils of war, tyranny, ecological de­
structiveness), and therefore in how 
these evils are best remedied. 

The anarchist position suffers from a 
basic logical flaw: in trying to explain 
evil, it can't escape the problem of the 
Prime Mover. On the one hand, the 
State is the source of evil. On the other 
hand, the State is itself evil. So what is 
the source of the evil of the State? 
Anarchists, who live in societies where 
evils are accomplished through political 
systems, mistake the symptom - the 
state - for the cause, which is the fail­
ure to control power. 

Anarchists want us to break up polit­
ical powers, back to a multitude of small 
and self-governing communities. But 
the human species tried that experi­
ment - up until 10,000 years ago. And 
the rest, as saying goes, is history. We 
had the situation the anarchists desire 
at the beginning, yet history unfolded 
into a nightmare nonetheless. What will 
have changed this time to prevent the 
groovy many from being brought under 
the dominion of the ruthless few? 

Only if we understand what happened 
the first time - how the egalitarian 
anarchy of primitive hunting and 

gathering societies .evolved/degener­
ated into the tyrannical and belligerent 
power structures that have bloodied our 
history - will we have a chance to truly 
overcome the problem of power. That is 
what .The Parable of the Tribes attempts 
to do. [Ed. note: This excellent book is 
now available -in paperback from 
Houghton Mifflin for $9.95.] 

The first point that needs to be made 
is that anarchy is riot what existed be­
fore the rise of civilization. True, there 
was no hierarchical power structure, 
but there was governing order. The pa~ _ 
tient process of natural selection molds 
an order that is governed closely and 
well. There is no ruler in this lawful 
order, for the law of nature is part of 
·each separate 'creature. Each follows 
only its own law - pursuing its own 
ends - but this law and these ends are 
part of a harmonious natural order. 

Anarchy, in the sense of action ungov­
erned by any lawful order, becomes pos­
sible only when a creature has the 
creativity to bring its cultural develop­
ment across the threshold where it can 
begin to invent its own way of life. The 
sovereign actors of civilization are un­
governed in a way that nothing in the 
previous history of life has been. If we 
look at one single actor, it looks like 
freedom; but if we look at the system 
as a whole, what we find is anarchy. 
This unnatural condition of anarchy, far 
from being our salvation, has been at 
the root of the torment of civilization. 
Let us look at anarchy. 

The special evil of anarchy is that it 
brings evil to the fore. Why do we send 
out the National Guard when a disaster 
disrupts society's order? It is not be­
cause we are all looters waiting for a 
chance to pounce. But it only takes an 
uncontrolled few to terrorize the many. 
We see this problem manifested in Leba­
non - the Lebanese have lacked an ef­
fective force to hold the violent ones 
among them in check. When historical 
circumstance undermined the founda­
tions of Lebanese political order, -the 
ruthless few were loosed from the abyss 
of the ensuing anarchy to rise to the 
top. Warlords selected from a struggle 
for power could then come to rule the 
destiny of thousands. 

Anarchists paint nice pictures of how 
everyone will behave when the evil state 
is abolished. But why believe these pic­
tures? Many believed Marx;s nice pic­
tures that once capitalism was over­
thrown, the state would wither away; 
but the Gulag shows what happens 
when you mistake the symptom for the 
disease. 

I am not saying that people are evil, 
but that it is vain to hope that all will 
be good. What the parable of the tribes 
says is that if you have anarchy, unless -

everyone is good the special evils of 
power and domination will spread 
through the system like a contaminant. 
Unless one is "so far gone in Utopian 
speculation" (in Madison's fine phrase) 
as to believe that every community will 
be immune to unnice ambitions, before 
embracing anarchism one should ask: in 
the absence of any overarching gov­
ernmental structure, what happens if 
an outlaw community arises? 

"Imagine a group of tribes living 
within reach of each other. If all choose 
the way of peace, then all may live in 
peace. But what if all but one choose 
peace, and that one is ambitious for ex­
pansion and conquest? What can happen 
to the others when confronted with an 
ambitious and potent neighbor?" This 
is the question I ask in my book, and 
then I answer: there are four alterna­
tives, none of them good. They are: de­
struction of the weaker society; its 
transformation and absorption; its with­
drawal from the area; and its successful 
self-defense, which regrettably re­
quires imitating the aggressor to get a 
comparable level of competitive power. 

The state is but a symptom of the 
fundamental problem, which is anarchy. 
Power is necessary for social survival, 
and hierarchy has enhanced power -
from the emergence of the chiefdom, 
through the rise of the kingship, to the 
far-reaching tentacles of the nation 
state. (Male domination is also a 
symptom of the inescapability of the 
struggle for power: When groups are 
beset by external threats, greater 
power and status inevitably go to the 
protectors. The evils of patriarchy are 
to be seen not as the evils of men, but 
as the evils of having to maximize social 
power.) 

The struggle for power, and the selec­
tion for the ways of power, have con­
demned civilization also to that other 
evil: environmental destruction. A soci­
ety cannot survive the long run unless 
it survives the short run. To survive the 
short run, it must have power enough 
to resist potential aggressors. Much of 
power comes from harnessing nature, 
and . the maximal immediate power 
seems to be yielded by practices that 
are destructive in the long term. A soci­
ety, therefore, whose own exploitation 
of nature cannot be sustained over the 
long term, can render unviable other 
societies whose practices are ecologi­
cally sound (though less productive of 
competitive power). (What is happening 
today in the Amazon - the displace­
ment of ecologically sound cultures by 
the powerful but ecologically unsound 
- is typical of the social evolutionary 
process of the past 10,000 years.) Civili­
zation has thus been like a mad dog -
sick to the death, but able to infect the 
healthy with its disease. 

All this leads to the very unanarchis­
tic conclusion that if we want to elimi­
nate these evils from human practice, 
we had better create sufficient govern­
ment to control the free play of power. 
This means that if we do decentralize 
civilization into smaller communities -
which I think would be a good move in 
many ways - there should be at the 

same time a world order sufficient at 
least to keep would-be conquerors from 
entering that time-dishonored profes­
sion. And since the biosphere is a glob­
ally interdependent web, that world 
order should be able to constrain any of 
the actors from fouling the earth. This 
requires laws and means of enforce­
ment. 

At the minimum, a world order needs 
to protect communities from the unjust 
intrusion of others in the form of war 
and environmental degradation. 
Whether this order should go further 
- as in some kind of global bill ofrights 
to protect individuals from injustice 
within their communities - is a ques­
tion of a different sort. I believe in cul­
tural diversity, but I am not sure I'm 
willing, in the name of that value, to 
make disasters like Jonestown a purely 
"domestic" matter. 

The solution to our problems requires 
structures to govern the play of power. 
Admittedly, government is often simply 
an embodiment of the corrupt rule of 
power; government is often only war­
fare in static form, with the strong 
standing with a foot on the neck of the 
weak. But tyranny does not support a 
case against government. On the con­
trary, tyranny is the form of govern­
ment to which the anarchic struggle for ' 
power gives rise. Only when the opera­
tion of power is strictly governed can 
justice result. Only government can re­
strain power in the interests of other 
values. 

Government is a paradox, but there 
is no escaping it. This is because power 
is a paradox: our emergence out of the 
natural order makes power an inevita­
ble problem for human affairs, and only 
power can control power. [Ed. note: 
True; our fall was our "emergence out 
of the natural order. "] It is fortunate for 
us that the framers of the US Constitu­
tion understood this paradoxical prob­
lem: that is why we in this society, for 
all its glaring imperfections, can freely 
discuss the evils that the play of power 
produces around us, and freely search 
for solutions. 

If you want to know how terribly dif­
ficult it is to solve the problem of power 
through setting up good govemmental 
structures, ask us Americans. But if you 
want to know how profoundly night­
marish the problem of power can be in 
the absence of a governing order, ask 
the Lebanese. 

Sincerely, 
Andrew Bard Schmookler 

Andrew Bard Schmookler is one of 
the best ecological thinkers in the US, 
and we strongly recommend his book. 

Ed. note: We encourage a discussion 
in our payes on anarchism, the state 
and its relation to environmen tal de­
struction, and visions of future ecolog­
ical societies. We would especially ap­
preciq,te receiving letters or essays from 
some of the deeply ecological writers, 
such as Dolores LaChapelle, 
Schmookler, Bookchin, Starhawk, 
Karen Warren, Ed Abbey, Bill Devall, 
Joanna Macy, Michael Cohen, Gary 
Snyder and George Sessions. · 

Northern Lights, Washing Machines and Icelandic Roads 
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by Christoph Manes 

Iceland dangles from the Arctic Cir­
cle like a sheet on a clothesline. With 
the clear air and the frozen nights, the 
Northern Lights are particularly in­
tense here. I saw them the other night 
for the first time, and it was none of 
that "like a shimmering curtain" affair 
you usually hear described, but a long 
illuminated streak that stretched from 
horizon to horizon - a florescent rattle­
snake, so to speak. It undulated and 
shed . lavender scales from its green 
body. Then it coiled and struck and de­
spoiled itself into a thousand dancing 
slivers. 

It was quite a performance for a Feb­
ruary night. I wandert\d around the de­
serted streets of Reykjavik, following 
the Aurora Borealis until it disappeared 
into the artificial lighting of the ceme­
tery; Maybe I looked a little foolish, 
dressed in pajamas, staring straight up 
and bumping into trashcans, freezing to 
death. But nobody was around to smirk, 
since they were watching the Icelandic 
equivalent of Johnny Carson. Nobody 
except the Northern Lights - the face 
of Odin to northern folk of heartier 
times - and I believe they looked 

kindly on the attention I gave them. 
Monkeywrenching can be fun. But in 

Iceland there's nothing much to monkey­
wrench. No condemned forests in need 
of spikes, no bulldozers crapping out 
zoocidal highways. But providence finds 
a way! My landlady - a cheapskate up 
to her neck in real estate - dislikes me 
and wants to get rid of me so she can 
swindle tourists come spring. So deep 
is her aversion, she said I couldn't use 
.the dryer in the basement anymore; it 
was broken. Of course, that didn't stop 
her from using it. Well, I happened to 
have a good-sized spike I brought from 
the States for sentimental reasons, and 
I thought, what the heck, if she says 
the machine is broken .... It was no­
thing less than poetic justice. 

On the off-chance that you, Fru Rag­
narsdottir, are a subscriber to EF ! , 
your dryer can be made operable again 
by carefully removing a long metal ob­
ject from the main gear. 

Icelanders lament that Icelandic 
roads are no roads at all. I had a chance 
to test this paradox driving out to 
Gullfoss - "the Golden Waterfall," 
which was scheduled for damming until 
a public outcry prevented it. Halfway 
there, in my rented four-wheel-drive 

Subaru, I began to bog down in snow 
and muck and mire. And this was on the 
main highway! I checked my maps. Yes, 
this was it. Finally, when I came to a 
sign saying 14% grade and saw before 
me a minor glacier instead of a road, it 
struck me with the clarity of a zen koan: 
This was a road that was not a road. It 
was on the map, it had signs, but it 
didn't let you and the tourist hordes 
breeze up to Gullfoss for a snapshot and 
a beer. A road that was not a road . . . 
. A sadder but a wiser man, I turned 
back. 

I've suggested to several Icelandic en­
gineers that they get jobs with the 
Army Corps of Engineers reconstruct­
ing American roads along Icelandic 
lines. We need their know-how. We need 
a Transportation[)P,partment with the 
profound and thought-provoking slo­
gan: American roads - no roads at all. 
With the sensible dista.ste for asphalt of 
the Icelanders and a little Nordic mysti­
cism, we could make America wild 
again. 

Christoph Manes hopes to be back 
from Iceland in time for the 1986 RRR. 
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Bill Haywood vs . . Rainbows 
Recently, in Arizona, the Forest Ser­

vice and sheriff's deputies busted up a 
gathering of the Rainbow Family in the 
Coronado National Forest because they 
had not gotten the required permit. The 
Rainbow Family took the case to court 
and a Federal Judge overturned the per­
mit requirement for them. The Rainbow 
Family then held a gathering of several 
hundred people next to the Galiuro Wil­
derness Area without a Forest Service 
permit. Several conservation groups, 
including the Sierra Club, objected to 
the site location, the fact that slit 
trenches were being used instead of por­
tapotties, and the fact that the Rainbow 
lawsuit would · set a dangerous prece­
dent for large gatherings on National 
Forests without the Forest Service being 
able to regulate them. A local newspa­
per, The 'Tucson Citzen, called our office 
in Tucson to get our opinion. Bill · 
Haywood, who took the call, expressed 
concern over .the circumventing of the 
permit process. We later discussed the 
issue over the phone with members of 
the Rainbow Family and invited them 
to present their point of view. Their 
statement follows, along. with a re­
sponse by Bill Haywood. We invite your 
comments, as well as comment from 
the US Forest Service on the justifica­
tion for the regulations. 

TO ALL OUR FRIENDS AT EARTH 
FIRST! 

Concerning the matter of the Rain­
bow Family's refusal to accept a permit 
for our gatherings, it must first be noted 
that we side with Earth First! in almost 
all other instances: Many Rainbow Fam­
ily People are members of Earth First!. 
We have participated in many daring 
and brilliant EF! projects - blocking 
log trucks attempting to leave wilder­
ness logging sites in the Pacific North­
west; journalistically exposing Temec 
poisoning of the coral aquifer in Florida; 
campaigning (long ago) for mandatory 
replanting of logged forests; protesting 
strip-mining without environmental re­
habilitation - these are only some of 
the "long trails" we have walked to­
gether. 

Each year, the first week of July, we 
hold an annual Gathering (and recently 
smaller regional gatherings in different 
seasons) attended by peace activists, 
back-to-the-landers, utopian planners 
and dreamers, co-op members, alterna­
tive energy enthusiasts, and ordinary 
citizens from around the world. 

We do this absolutely free with no 
commercial intent, on public land, in the 
spirit of being one family and expres­
sing the truth that humanity is not so 
fouled up! - that we can be together 
in harmony. 

Part of this is our relation with the 
Earth - before we leave we aerate the 
soil of all compacted areas; we re-seed 
high use zones; we disappear every 
trace of human activity down to the 
smallest piece of cellophane; we re­
cover all footpaths with brush; and we 
truck out not only all our garbage and 
recyclables, but also 30 or 50 years 
worth of garbage from previous users. 

Coffeepot 
(continued) 
have a stove-equipped camper, back it 
in and get water heating. If not, set 
up a folding table (stacked orange crates 
do just fine), and get your stove going. 
Have one person put up signs; while 
the other sets out coffee, cookies, and 
a good-sized donation jar. Toss in a little 
money for good luck. _ 

Don't feel disappointed when folks 
make -a beeline .for the restroom, ignor­
ing your coffee stand. They'll see the 
signs you've placed on restroom doors. 
On the way out, they'll eyeball you, and 
if you don't look downright scary they'll 
amble over. Ask them the obvious: "Cof­
fee?" As you hand them coffee, give 
them your statement on environmental 
issues and then give them a leaflet. Be 
cheery but brief. Your leaflet will do a 
lot of explaining for you. 

Nearly everyone coming to your stand 
will scrabble around in their pockets and 
plunk the resulting change in your jar, 
unasked. Occasionally someone will 
ask, "How much?" The best answer is, 

The rains bloom the seeds and it is soon 
impossible to tell that we were there. 
There exists much documentation from 
ourselves, the press, and the Forest Ser­
vice's own reports that backs up this 
account of our naturalization efforts. 
There aren't any exceptions. 

Now for the legality of the situation: 
We have consistently signed binding 
agreements with public land agencies 
on the major points of environmental 
concern: traffic and parking, water pro­
tection and use, fire safety, soil and 
foliage preservation, sanitation, and 
cleanup/land rejuvenation. This has 
been done through an "Operations 
Plan" or through "Letters of Agree­
ment." We have no objections to these 
forms of relation between the public 
agencies and the public. 

Now comes the FS with a new (June, 
1984) regulation that requires groups as­
sembling for the purpose of expressing 
their ideas (religious, ecological, 
philosophical, political, etc.) to go 
through a permit signing process (and 
pay a fee!), but exempts groups which 
do not h:tve "expression of views or 
judgments" at their heart. So a group 
of 1500 fraternity brothers needs no per­
mit to spend a weekend camping and 
drinking beer, while 15 EF!ers on an 
outing where any ecological issue is dis­
cussed are required (under the current 
rule) to sign a permit and pay a fee! 

Clearly this regulation is not de­
signed to protect terrain or wildlife. It's 
designed to regulate and inhibit groups 
whose ideas run counter to prevailing 
prejudices. 

There already exists a host of laws 
under which the government may prose­
cute anyone who desecrates the forest 
ecology. This new rule reinforces 
neither the FS's authority nor ability to 
protect the environment. It merely 
opens endless doors for FS personnel to 
discriminate against groups whose 
ideas they find objectionable. EF!ers 
should read this rule (36 CFR 25 1 & 2 
61 as amended) carefully. 

The Rainbow Family has not ac­
cepted, and will not accept, a permit 
under this rule. Neither should Earth 
First!. It sets a bad precedent for 
bureaucratic control of -ideas. We have 
signed legitimate documents 
whereby the FS receives guarantees of 
our adherence to environmental stipula­
tions - in Idaho, Michigan, New 
Mexico, Pennsylvania, California, Mis­
souri, and Arizona. In California (where 
25,000 of us gathered in July, 1984) we 
followed a stringent Operational Plan, 
leaving the site in flawless condition; 
two days later the Forest Service let 
15,000 cattle overrun the area we had 
so delicately naturalized. Another time, 
after we left an area in near-pristine 
condition, the Forest Service moved in 
heavy equipment to make "rip-rap" for 
railroad grades out of the mountainside 
on 'which we'd camped; .. 

The permit process has been used to 
try to get us to encamp at sites in­
adequate for our water or land needs; 
it has been used to inhibit us by attempt­
ing to charge outrageous bonds or insur-

"Any donation at all will be fine. Or no­
thing!" You'll be amitzed how quickly 
the money piles up. 

In our various coffee stand en­
deavors, there's been nary a murmur 
of protest from the various state and 
county authorities who patrol the rest 
areas periodically. Why should they? 
It's a public service. In fact, serving 
coffee at rest areas is a fine way to work 
off community service sentences if 
you've been ordered to do some. 

So get out there and r,our that java! 
In addition to keeping sleepy drivers 
awak~ at the wheel, you'll make that 
extra dinero you need to travel long dis­
tance (we made $80 one weekend) and 
you'll get your local environmental issue 
across to a wide variety of people you'd 
probably never have run into otherwise. 

Ron Huber has probably spent even 
more time near the tops of huge 
threatened Doug firs than he has spent 
at coffee stands . 

ances, to stipulate unrealistic or un­
necessary sanitary demands, all in 
order to obstruct us from gathering at 
all! Don't be so naive as to think that 
these techniques won't be used to 
counter you. 

Lastly, the permit carries with it a 
fee, which is ultimately a form of taxa­
tion. The government has no right to 
tax in any way the right of the people 
to free peaceable assembly. This is 
exactly what the Founders meant when 
they put the First Amendment first! 

Earth First! should consider these 
things carefully before making judg­
ments on the merit of the Forest Ser­
vice's rules. Again, the Rainbow Family 
has never objected to environmental 
guarantees and criteria; but we object, 
as free people, to the discriminatory 
processes of Forest Service rejection/ac­
ceptance of permission to assemble. 

Inspect the site where we have just 
been. You cannot find a trace of where 
we were. Although the Forest Service 
allows overgrazing of the area still -
and the animals defecate in the· surface 
water ( ! ) - the Forest Service, seem­
ingly so concerned about every twig we 
walk on, issues permits in the same area 
for truckloads of grnen cordwood to be 
cut! 

- Garrick Beck 

Editor's reply: Since I'm the indi­
vidual who caused this unfortunate (and 
rare) disagreement with the Rainbow 
Family over their recent regional 
gathering at High Creek in the Galiuro 
Mountains (I was quoted in the Tucson 
Citizen as objecting to their holding of 
the gathering without a permit), I'll try 
to offer a slightly different perspective. 
I greatly respect the Rainbow Family, 
and I am aware of their deserved repu­
tation for leaving places in pristine con­
dition when they leave. What I objected 
to was the precedent of holding a large 
event, unregulated, in such a sensitive 
area as the Galiuros. And the Galiuros 
are , despite the abuses of grazing and 
woodcutting tolerated by the Forest 
Service, one of most biologically impor­
tant areas left in the Southwest. 

It was unfortunate that the article 
quoted me as if I were a spokesperson 
for Earth First!, and not as an indi­
vidual who just happened to write for 
the EF Journal. I should have realized 
that journalistic license would do that 
to my remarks , and should have been 
more cautious. But I did correctly state 
what the policy of EF! is in regard to 
our own gatherings (i.e., the Rendez­
vous) on National Forest lands. And 
that is to comply with regulations, how­
ever irritating they may be, wherever 
possible. To do otherwise would be 
hypocritical, since we make frequent 
use of government regulations (such as 
appeals) to compel the Forest Service 
to protect the environment where they 
are legally required to do so. 

Now I am outraged by infringements 
on free speech as much as anyone else, 
and I am well aware that certain ele-
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the regulation in question here should 
probably be overturned. But the fact 
remains, that even before this legisla­
tion was passed, the FS had the author­
ity, under other regulations, to require 
"Special Use Permits" for any large, or­
ganized activities on National Forest 
Lands. It is exceptional that they never 
previously required permits of the Rain­
bow Family - that is undoubtably a 
tribute to the Rainbow Family's high 
reputation for not abusing the land. 
Earth First! was required to obtain a 
special use permit for the Round River 
Rendezvous at Little Granite Creek in 
1982, and that was well before the legis­
lation we're talking about was enacted. 

As a philosophical anarchist, it's 
ironic that I'm defending government 
regulation here (but then wasn't it 
Emerson who said that consistency is 
the hobgoblin of little minds?). But the 
unfortunate fact is that there are lots of 
people who aren't so enlightened as the 
Rainbow Family or Earth First!ers, and 
if we were to go back to the situation 
that existed prior to the establishment 
of the National Forests (i.e., no regula­
tion) the results would be tragic. Be­
lieve it or not; the FS was originally 
established as a conservation agency. 
During the first few years after the orig­
inal "Forest Reserves" were estab­
lished, there was neither grazing nor 
logging allowed on National Forest 
lands. Unfortunately, the preser­
vationists (Muir) eventually lost out to 
the utilitarians (Pinchot), and grazing, 
logging and a host of other abuses were 
introduced into the National Forests. 
Despite this, the Forest Service was 
still predominately conservation­
oriented during its first few decades, 
and its present corruption (which I'll be 
the first to acknowledge) is largely a 
phenomenon of the last 30 years. But 
the alternative to FS regulation is unac­
ceptable, given the numbers of greedy, 
uncaring people out there. We do need 
to reform the Forest Service, and turn 
it back into the truly protective organi­
zation it once was. But that's another 
story. 

Speaking strictly for myself, I ask -
if Earth First! were to refuse to accept 
regulation in holding the Round River 
Rendezvous, what standing would EF! 
have in filing an appeal on a timber sale, 
or petitioning the Forest Service not to 
allow a dirt bike race in a sensitive area? 
Yes, organized dirt bike races are nor­
mally subject to the special use permit 
requirement, even though they may not 
involve the expression of political, re­
ligious or philosophical opinions. And I 
also seriously doubt that the assembly 
of 1500 fraternity brothers in a National 
Forest, for a weekend, would pass with­
out serious regulation. 

I sincerely regret any misunderstand­
ing that my remarks have caused with 
the Rainbow Family, and I wish them 
success in their efforts to overturn any 
regulations designed to restrict free 
speech. But I still believe that the neces­
sity exists for some sort of regulation 
(including, in some areas, the use of a 
permit system) of large-scale, possibly 
environmentally harmful, . activities on 
public lands. Remember, most people 
are not as environmentally conscious as 
we are. 

- Bill Haywood 
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The Rocky Mountain 
Front 

An American Serengeti 
by George Wuerthner 

. Crashing headlong into the prairie 
hke the bow of a ship, the serrated, 
snow speckled peaks of the Rocky 
Mountam Front ply the rolling waves of 
the plains. For over a hundred miles 
between Glacier National Park on the 
north and Rogers Pass to the south this 
interface between mountain and plain 
presents an unbroken mountain barrier. 
Geologically, the peaks are part of the 
Overthrust Belt, a giant slab of Earth 
which slid eastward forty or more miles 
over the older rock formations constitut­
ing t~e Great Plains. The p~rallel ridges 
are hke leaves of a book tilted up on 
edge, with each east facing ridge pre­
senting a ragged cliff, while the gentler 
back slopes rise skyward like a slanted 
tabletop. Nestled on-cliff faces are the 
eyries of the Golden Eagle, Prairie Fal­
con, and the rare Peregrine Falcon. 

During the last Ice Age, glaciers 
scoured the limestone ridges carving 

·broad U-shaped valleys and bowl-like 
cirques. In some places glaciers ad­
vanced far onto the prairie and left be­
hind a jumbled assortment of moraine 
ridges and meltwater kettle ponds. 
These ponds today are important mig­
ratory waterfowl resting and breeding 
grounds. In spring and fall these waters 
are thickly blanketed with a wide assort­
ment of ducks, geese, and swans. Their 
raucous calls and the whistle of their 
wings adds to the wildness of the scene. 

Rivers and creeks begin on the Conti­
nental Divide in the Bob Marshall Wil­
derness and carve magnificent canyons 
through the ridges. The names of these 
waterways are as poetic as 'the land it­
self: Sun, Teton, and Two Medicine Riv­
ers; Birch, Deep and Dupuyer Creeks. 
Each has deep jade green pools and 
translucent blue waterfalls hemmed in 
by rocky gorges and full of trout. 

Once thousands of Bison roamed 
along the base of the mountains where 
today cattle and sheep graze. The Great 
North Trail, the main migration artery 
of the early human inhabitants of North 
America, skirted the apron of these 
peaks, and later the Blackfeet and other 
Indians would drag their travois down 
this trail leaving ruts still visible in the 
rocky prairie soil. 

It was likely once the richest big game 
hunting ground in the American West 
and at the coming of white people wa~ 
controlled by the powerful Blackfeet In­
dians. Here lived the Bison, Bighorn 
Sheep, Mule Deer, Elk, Grizzly, Wolf, 
and Mountain Goat. The Blackfeet were 
~own ~s the fiercest of the plains In­
dian tnbes. They had no allies and 
needed none. They jealously guarded 
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their hunting grounds that lay in the 
shadow o~ the mountain wall. During 
the trappmg era, few mountain men 
ventured into the heart of Blackfeet ter­
ritory, and only a smallpox epidemic in 
the 1840s defeated the tribe, not the 
cavalry. 

When the Blackfeet were driven onto 
a reservation and the Bison extermi­
nated from the plains, the ranchers 
moved up these rivers and grazed their 
livestock beneath the peaks. They 
began fencing the prairie exterminat­
ing the Wolf and driving the Grizzly 
back into the peaks. The valleys of the 
Sun, Teton, and other rivers were as 
good for cattle as they had been for 
Bison. The location of the Front in the 
rain shadow of the high peaks of the 
~ontinental Divide contributes to graz­
mg potential. By the time storms pass 
over the mountains, much of the mois­
ture has already been dumped and as a 
result the area is frequently snow free 
during much of the winter. 

The native grass species, unlike many 
other grass specie&, retain most of their 
nutritional value even after they cure. 
An Elk or Bison, and as ranchers later 
le~rned, a. cow, can gain weight in 
wmter while feeding on these grasses 
alone. Supplemental hay was only 
necessary for livestock in the harshest 
of winters - winters when there wasn't 
a chinook. 

Chinook supposedly means snow­
e~ter in some Indian language. In 
wmter when the northern plains are 
locked in snow and ice, a warm air mass 
will build, west of the Continental Di­
vide. As pressure mounts behind, it 
pushes over the high peaks and rushes 
down onto the plains, expanding as the 
pressure is released on the downward 
slope of the mountains. This increases 
its capacity to hold moisture. When a 
chinook comes, the temperature rises 
rapidly, sometimes changing from 40 
below to 60 above in less than 24 hours. 
The wind speed grows to gale force and 
magically, within a day, a foot or two of 
snow will disappear exposing nutriti­
ous, sun-cured native grasses below. 

The further one gets from the moun- • 
tains the less frequently chinooks occur 
an?.t~e more.limited their snow eating 
ab1hties. A Bison herd which remained 
in the mountain shadow could count on 
two chinooks in an · average winter to 
clear away snow and keep prairie gras­
ses available. The Indians knew this 
and tolerated the almost constant wind~ 
and the extreme climatic conditions for 
here they could find all of their needs: 
game, clear rivers, cool mountain val­
leys into which to retreat during the hot 
summer and sheltered river bottoms to 

pass the winter. 
Before the rancher, the Grizzly and 

Wolf knew about the chinook also. Bison 
herds sustained Wolves in large num­
bers. Chinooks usually guaranteed an 
early green-up for plants along the 
mountain margin and out into the plains 
along river bottoms. Here deer, Elk and 
Bison concentrated to forage on the new 
shoots. Wolves must have had easy pick­
ings at these "natural stockyards." With 
the Wolves were the Bears. Swamps and 
seeps - the remnants of partially filled 
glacial lakes - provided Bears with im­
portant spring forage plants and an oc­
casional Bison or Elk carcass, killed by 
Wolves or perhaps the Grizzly itself. 

In fall the Front provided the Grizzly 
with an abundant source of high protein 
food in the widespread Limber Pine 
which clung to the windswept battle­
ment of ridge, hogback and peaks. 
Limber Pine nuts provided a nutritious 
nut crop to fatten on between meals of 
Wolf-killed Bison or Elk. The Front was 
premier Grizzly country. It still is. This 
is the only part of the Grizzly's range 
were the population may actually be in­
creasing from a low induced by the ran­
chers' Grizzly management technique 
- which involves a shoot first, ask ques­
tions later attitude toward any Bear out­
side the mountain valleys. The prairie/ 
mountain interface is much better Bear 
habitat than the nearby moutains. 
Bears living here experience higher 
birth rates, greater weight gains, and 
traits associated with high nutritional 
levels. To have productive Bear popula­
tions', their use of the plains is essential. 

Back from the prairie the valleys are 
a mosaic pattern of Aspen, Doug Fir, 
and Limber Pine gToves interspersed 
with large, golden tan, densely cloaked, 
bunchgrass meadows. On the moister 
areas, where snow may lie longer, grows 
,rough fescue. It would be hard to find 
a better big game winter range than 
exists here. Many of these grasslands 
are in excellent range condition. 

Today, although diminished by com­
petition with livestock for winter range 
on the prairie margin, these valleys still 
harbor some of the most productive 
wildlife herds in the lower 48 states out­
side of a National Park. Along the Front 
are over 1000 Bighorn Sheep, the 
largest herd in the US; 16,000 Mule 
Deer, the second largest herd in the US; 
3000 Elk; Mountain Goats; Whitetail 
Deer; Moose; Grizzly; Mountain Lion; 
Lynx; and in recent years, the Wolf has 
beeh reported here. Besides the big 
game there is a host of small mammals, 
from the Pika, Wolverine, Marten, and 
weasel in the mountains; to plains mam­
mals like the Whitetail Jackrabbit and 
Richardson's Ground Squirrel. There is 
an amazing diversity of birds, from 
Tundra Swans and Sandhill Cranes to 
Rufous Hummingbirds. In the Rocky 
Mountain states, there is no comparable _ 
area for wildlife diversity and ecosys­
tem completeness. The Rocky Moun­
tain Front and nearby plains have the 
potential of being the North American 
Serengeti. 

But not all is smooth sailing in big 
game paradise. The Overthrust Belt _ 
which creates such a beautiful skyline 
may harbor oil and gas. Seismic explora­
tion has occurred over nearly the entire 
Front. (Several years ago oil companies 
tried to gain access to the Bob Marshall 

-Wilderness for seismic exploration.) 
Several successful gas wells have been 
tapped at Blackleaf Canyon near the 
Teton River. In the Two Medicitie area 
just south of Glacier Park are several 
proposed drill sites~ including the Hall 
Creek site which lies less than three 
miles south of Glacier Park and the Goat 
Mountain site which is 15 miles further 
south. Both would require upgrading 
existing roads and developing new 
roads. Both would destroy the wild 
character of this nearly 100,000 acre 
roadless area which is but a small part 
of the entire 400,000 acres of wild coun­
try existing along the Front. Lewis and 

-Clark National Forest officials assume 
oil and gas development must go for­
ward , and merely give lip service to con­
cerns of wildlife. 

1:3oth well sites are within occupied 
Grizzly and Wolf habitat. Both are 
Threatened or Endangered Species and 
as such the Fish and Wildlife Service 
(FWS) is supposed to encourage their 
recovery. Yet the FWS ruled that dril­
ling would not jeopardize the Grizzly or 
Wolf.. Even if this were true, which is 
~ot hkely, how can drilling, road build­
mg and a general increase in human ac­
tivity encourage endangered species re­
covery? Once again, federal agencies as­
sume that oil and gas development must 
occur. Their only role in protecting en­
dangered species, as they see it, is to 
ensure that no worse case scenario af­
fects these animals. 

Chevron Corporation plans to build 
16 miles of roads for the Goat Mountain 
site, perhaps as early as this summer, 
and hopes to drill in 1987. Lewis and 
Clark Forest officials have decided not 
to fund a wildlife habitat inventory for 
the Goat Mountain site, instead opting 
to let Chevron conduct its own habitat 
analysis. Clearly, letting the company 
determine the habitat needs of wildlife 
creates a conflict of interest. The 
Badger-Two Medicine area has been de­
scribed by Montana Fish, Wildlife and 
Par~s biologists as the best Grizzly 
habitat along the Rocky Mountain 
Front. ·Regardless of the mitigating 
measures imposed by the FWS, the 
road access will likely increase the al­
rea?y heavy poaching. (Poaching is a 
maJor problem in this area adjacent to 
the Blackfeet Indian Reservatioll' the 
area is already a "black hole" for b~ars. 
Almost any Grizzly which uses the 
Badger-Two Medicine for its base is 
shot. Biologists say the area's habitat 
could support an immense Elk herd if 
poaching were controlled.) 

'!'hese wells, if developed, would re­
qmre a gas sweetening plant near East 
Glacier, Montana. These plants have 
been known to blow up, exposing 
wildlife and humans to deadly hydrogen 
sulfide gas. 

Wilderness designation for the Lewis 
and Clark Forest's Badger-Two 
Medicine area is complicated by 
Blackfeet Treaty Rights. The tribe has 
wood cutting and access rights to the 
area from old treaties. Some Blackfeet 
feel the treaty includes mineral rights 
and are interested in signing lease 
agreements with the oil companies. 
These tribal members oppose Wilder­
ness designation because they want to 
assert their control over the area. Some 
ot~er tribal members strongly support 
Wilderness designation on general prin­
ciples. Whether the tribe has authority 
to influence land management on these 
public lands is open to debate and no 
one, including the Montana Congres­
sional delegation, wants to confront the 
tribe. Who wants the bad press of being 
against Indian Treaty Rights? No mat­
ter what the treaty says, it will appear 
that once again the white culture is try­
ing to cheat the Indian. Whether this is 
the case or not, many tribal members 
would interpret such a move within this 
context. Some of the Montana delega­
tion have said they will not consider Wil­
derness designation unless the tribe for­
mally asks for Wilderness. Recently, 
due to numerous letters from wilder­
ness supporters, Representative Pat 
Williams has reversed his original stand 
in opposition to Wilderness for this area 



and plans to work toward the inclusion 
of the Badger-Two Medicine in the Mon­
tana Wilderness Bill due out this year. 
(Pat Williams may not be an avid wilder­
ness supporter, but he is open to the 
idea and should not be castigated by 
EF!.) 

South of the Badger-Two Medicine re­
gion, in the vicinity of the Teton River, 
Grizzlies have begun to move down from 
the mountains and out onto the prairies 
in ever greater numbers. They follow 
the river bottoms where there is cover 
and food. Several Bears were sighted 
this fall 25 miles from the mountains 
close to the communities of Dupuyer 
and Choteau. Some local ranchers are 
irate. Many claim the safety of their 
families and livestock were threatened. 
Some want to shoot any bear they see, 
which they can't do legally because the 
Bear is an Threatened Species. Some, 
no doubt, do it anyway, following the 
three S's approach to bear management: 
shoot, shovel, and shut up. One outspo­
ken rancher estimates twenty Grizzlies 
were killed illegally along the Front l.ast 
summer alone. Three ranchers are 
suing the government, claiming the En­
dangered Species Act unfairly const­
rains their ability to protect their prop­
erty. One of these ranchers, Ira Perkins, 
grazes his sheep on Forest Service lands 
within prime Grizzly habitat and has 
resisted efforts to shift or discontinue 
his grazing allotments. (Editor's note: 
Some Front ranchers, on the other 
hand, are quite content to live with the 
Grizzly and report no difficulty.) 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks is 
also opposed to the present listing of 
Grizzlies along the Front as an En­
dangered Species. They feel it limits 
their ability to manage Grizzlies. Fish 
and Game spokespersons claim that this 
inability to manage an Endangered 
Species is the reason they also oppose 
reintroduction of Wolves to Yellowstone 
or any place in Montana. These agency 
people, like the ranchers, have only one 
idea of what constitutes management 
- being able to shoot the animal. 

The entire Rocky Mountain Front is 
immediately adjacent to the Bob Mar­
shall Wilderness complex. From a 
wildlife perspective it is the most impor­
tant part of the Bob Marshall-Glacier­
Waterton ecosystem. In addition, it is 
exceptionally attractive for recreation. 
The chinooks clear away snow in the 
lower mountain valleys· early in the 
spring, so the valleys are among the 
first places one can hike each year. The 
numerous gulches and canyons ensure 
.a myriad of areas to explore. The gentle 
terrain of the valley floors invites even 
the less physically fit to explore the re­
gion. 

The Front was broken down into a 
number of roadless areas during the 
RARE II process, and several of these 
areas received the highest rating for 
their Wilderness suitability by the 
Forest Service during its wilderness 
evaluation process. Nevertheless, the 
Lewis and Clark Forest, which manages 
most of the Front, has not recom­
mended any areas for Wilderness class­
ification. The Montana Congressional 
delegation is divided over the issue. 
Senator Max Baucus has strongly sup­
ported Wilderness designation for the 
entire Front. Senator John Melcher and 
Representative Ron Marlenee have op­
posed Wilderness designation. Mon­
tana's other Representative, Pat Will­
iams, has sought to break the deadlock 
with a compromise which would desig­
nate some Wilderness and some "Spe­
cial Management Areas." Special man­
agement as defined by Williams would 
prohibit oil and gas development, log-

-ging and mining, but still allow roaded 
recreational access. Williams sincerely 
believes this is essentially Wilderness 
designation and is confused by opposi­
tion from conservation groups. Wilder­
ness supporters see special manage­
ment as a can of worms and want no­
thing to do with it. If the Front is the 
best wilderness in Montana, then why 
not make it Wilderness? Thus the first 
goal is to get Wilderness designation for 
the entire Front, and in particular the 
Badger-Two Medicine. 

Because of big game values, Montana 
has invested heavily in acquiring some 
key winter ranges adjacent to the moun­
tains. Nevertheless, private landow­
ners still control most of the important 
winter habitat, particularly during 
harsh winters. Much of the area be­
tween the mountains and Highway 89 
where the communities of Augusta, 

RECREATING 
WILDERNESS IN THE 

OHIO VALLEY 
by Reed Noss 

The heart of one of the greatest bio­
mes on Earth. Turn to the map in E. 
Lucy Braun's monumental Deciduous 
Forests of Eastern North America 
(1950), and seek the center of this great 
forest region. You will find it in the Ohio 
Valley, where the states of Ohio, Ken­
tucky, and West Virginia come together. 
Here, at its heart, the eastern decidu­
ous forest was "mixed mesophytic," a 
diverse collection of broad-leaved trees 
unrivaled on Earth. 

Prior to the Pleistocene, deciduous 
forest (called the "Arcto-Tertiary" 
forest) was continuous across most of 
the temperate latitudes. Climatic 
changes and the formation of barriers 
such as deserts and mountain ranges 
gradually dissected the Arcto-Tertiary 
forest into three major remnants, in 
eastern North America, western 
Europe, and eastern Asia. The largest 
and richest of these remnants, and the 
one that persisted until most recently 
under human ruthlessness, was in 
North America, with its heart in the 
Ohio Valley. 

Native Americans and early -Euro­
pean explorers alike stood in awe of this 
great forest. In 1805, the French 
botanist Francois Andre Michaux 
wrote, "In more than a thousand 
leagues of the country over which I have 
traveled at different epochs in North 
America, I do not remember having 
seen one to compare with the (Ohio Val­
ley) for the vegetative strength of the 
forests." But then the destruction of 
this biome began. Deforestation that 
took centuries to complete in Europe 
was telescoped into just one or two 
human generations in North America. 
Today, though fairly large expanses of 
second and third growth forest remain 
in the margins of this biome (primarily 
in New England and southeastern 
Canada), most of the region has been 
fragmented into small woodlots sur­
rounded by urban and agricultural land. 
The heart of this great forest is barely 
throbbing. 

I wrote about this devastation in EF.' 
(Eostar, 1983) and proposed a "Decidu­
ous Forest Ecosystem Preserve" to 
straddle the Ohio River in Ohio and Ken­
tucky, centered on the 60,000-acre 
Shawnee State Forest in southern Ohio. 
Satellite photos confirmed that this is 
the largest remaining block of forest in 
the Ohio Valley. The area is also interest­
ing because of rare species and unique 
community types, such as prairie open­
ings on promontories. I proposed inter­
connecting existing public lands, acquir­
ing much more land, closing roads, 
ecological management to mimic natu­
raj disturbance regimes, and rein­
troducing large predators. The follow­
ing is an update on the fate of this pro­
posal. 

Ohio conservationists are generally 
wimpy, content to focus on mainly an­
thropocentric concerns like toxic wastes 
and recreational issues. They have not 
aggressively called for control of sulfur 
dioxide emissions in the Ohio Valley, nor 
have they supported restoration oflarge 

Choteau, and Dupuyer lie, is a patch­
work of public and private lands. Impor­
tant as the Front is as wildlife habitat, 
it is still incomplete. Even if all the 
mountainous area was de::;ignated Wil­
derness, wildlife habitat needs would 
not be met by the-present public lands. 
In the long term, conflicts between ran­
chers and wildlife - not only Grizzlies 
and Wolves, but deer, Bighorn, and Elk 
- will continue to dampen potential 
population gi:owth and habitat utiliza­
tion. 

To have Grizzlies, Wolves, large Elk 
herds, and Bison back on the plains, we 
need to remove the -ranchers. There­
fore, I recommend the establishment of 
a Great Plains Wilderness Preserve 
which would in~lude all lands from the 

tracts of land. Tiny nature preserves 
seem to be enough for them. So when 
I went to the Sierra Club, the local Au­
dubon chapter, and Friends of the Earth 
(FOE) for support for the deciduous 
forest ecosystem preserve proposal,, 
they wrote it off as "too idealistic." FOE 
Ohio was interested, but Don Pierce of 
the Midwest Office of FOE butchered 
an article I wrote for the Mid west Earth 
Advocate, and allowed only that FOE 
would "study the proposal" (which they 
never did). Meanwhile, as an employee 
of the Ohio Department of Natural Re­
sources, I failed to get anyone at the 
administrative level (except my boss) to 
take the proposal seriously. It seemed 
to be getting nowhere until Chuck 
Olson, Director of the Ohio Field Office 
of the The Nature Conservancy (TNC), 
told me they wanted to put this proposal 
on the ground! Ohio Stewardship Direc­
tor J ora Young proposed the first phase 
of land acquisition to enlarge TNC's 
"Edge of Appalachia" preserve system, 
west of Shawnee State Forest. Chuck 
flew me back to Ohio this February to 
help plan the interconnection with 
Shawnee, and devise strategy for 
further phases of the original proposal 
(road-closings, predator reintroduc­
tion, land acquisition in Ke.ntucky, etc.). 

TNC is initiating a campaign to raise 
funds for this project. Cooperation from 
state and federal agencies is critical. 
The boundaries of Shawnee State 
Forest must be enlarged; more of the 
forest must be designated as Wilderness 
(about 7000 acres already are); and most 
of the roads running through the forest 
must be closed. A habitat comdor be­
tween Shawnee and the Wayne National 
Forest (a severely fragmented--System 
at present) must be established, and 
land use surrounding the preserve com­
plex must be regulated to create an 
adequate buffer. Black Bear and Bobcat 
are rarely reported in the area and 
should be reintroduced soon, but this 
can only be accomplished by the Ohio 
DNR's Division of Wildlife. Wolves and 
Panthers should be reintroduced later, 
when the system is nearer completion 

foot of the mountains eastward to High­
way 89. This region would be joined to 
the existing Glacier-Bob Marshall Wil­
derness system to recreate a magnifi­
cent five million acre preserve. I see 
this as a long-term project taking years 
to complete. 

As ranchlands become available for 
sale, the government would buy the 
property and combine it with existing 
state and federal public lands. When 
most or all the private lands were 
bought, Bison, Swift Fox, Prairie Dpgs, 
Blackfooted Ferrets (if there are any 
left) would be reintroduced, Once ag;:tin 
Grizzlies and Wolves would be-welcome 
on the plains. ,, , ·· 

The scientific value would be- im­
mense. There is no place left in the US 

Photo by Dave Foreman. 

and present threats (i.e., roads) are 
eliminated. Land acquisitions across 
the river in Kentucky must be planned 
at once. 

Support for the Deciduous Forest 
Ecosystem Preserve is urgently 
needed. TNC operates effectively by 
discreetly buying land. Therefore, a 
large amount of publicity about the proj­
ect would be harmful at this time (land­
owners might get nervous about a 
"takeover," and raise their land prices 
or refuse to sell). However, people in­
terested in restoring a whole ecosystem 
in one of the grandest but most insulted 
biomes on Earth can do the following: 

1. Donate money to the "Edge of 
Appalachia" campaign of the Ohio 
Field Office of TNC, or inform them 
of potential donors. Write or call 
Chuck Olson, The Nature Conser­
vancy, 1504 West First Ave., Columbus, 
OH 43212 (614-486-6789). 

2. Put pressure on the Ohio Depart­
ment of Natural Resources to expand 
the boundaries of Shawnee State 
Forest, designate more of the area as 
official Wilderness, and close roads 
within the forest . Also urge that Bear · 
and Bobcat populations be reestab­
lished within the forest. Stress the 
statewide, regional, and national 
ecological significance of this area. 
Write Joseph J. Sommer, Director, 
Ohio Department of Natural Re­
sources, Fountain Square, Columbus, 
Ohio 43224. 

3. Visit the area, hike the trails, and 
understand more deeply the signifi­
cance of this ecosystem, why a bigger, 
better protected preserve is necessary. 
Real wilderness has disappeared from 
the eastern deciduous forest biome, 
but it can and must be recreated! 
Mobilize the wimpy Ohio community 
to' this end, and make it the major 
priority of Ohio Earth First! 

Reed Noss is one of the leading east­
ern ecologists, and is continuing to 
work to restore the Ohio Valley even 
though he has had to relocate to 
Florida. 

.to study ecological relationships, 
wildlife grazing interactions, and the ef­
fects of large predators on big game 
within a major grassland ecosystem. 
Much study along these lines has been 
done in Africa, but we missed our 
chance here 100 years ago. It's time to 
recreate this ecosystem once more, and 
the Front is the best place to do it. 

The psychological value would be 
even greater. Just knowing such a huge 
wild place existed, where you could ride 
pack animals out of a border town like 
Choteau for a two month excursion 
a(,!ross the plains and. into t.he .pl,'laks, 
would be of immense national value. 
One ~ould camp beside the Sun or Teton 
and hear the bellowing ofBison mingled 
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by Tom Stoddard 

We are collectively horrified by the 
ghoulish process of drought and starva­
tion devastating the equatorial belt of 
ilirica. Everyone wants t o relieve the 
problem and stop it from happening 
again. We all want the hammering im­
ages of bald children, bloated bellies, 
stick-like arms, and fly-covered sores to 
disappear. Each of us has a solution to 
the problem. For most it is flying in 
food, medicine, and clothing: a bandaid 
for cancer. For others it is expanding 
agriculture and industry: the planting 
of more cancer, for it is an already over­
burdened land. Some are trying to read 
Mother Nature's message of how we hu­
mans must live on Earth if we want.to 
have an Earth worth living on. If we 
read the message properly and follow 
its prescription we may someday look 
back at the 1985 famine and say it was 
a historical turning point. It may be a 
message many of us don't want to hear. 
It will probably shake the foundations 
of our cherished totems and taboos. We 
had better listen for the hoofbeats of 
the coming apocalypse. We humans are 
the problem and we alone can solve it. 
It we listen carefully, throw the chains 
off our fettered minds, and commit our­
selves to strong action, then we may !?e 
able to turn the tide. Indeed, this could 
be a wonderful famine .... 

. . . If we learn that deforestation 
causes the weather and ecology of an 
area to change radically; that desertifi­
cation follows deforestation. The island 
of Crete was once heavily forested with 
pine and spruce, but during the Vene­
tian mle of the 12th-14th centuries the 
trees were harvested to build ships to 
increase the wealth and power of Ven­
ice. Crete today is semi-arid, allowing 
only a few plants - like the hardy olive 
tree - to grow. The deforestation les­
son is one humans have known for cen­
turies, yet it amazes us as it happens 
today. We do not want to recognize our 
ineptness in forecasting the devasta­
tions we cause. East Africa and 
Ethiopia are only the latest examples 
of our madness. 

... Ifwe stop the massive soil erosion 
taking place throughout Earth. Be­
cause of crop production on marginal 
lands, overgrazing, mo_noa~icultu.re , 
excessive irrigation, over-mtens1ve 
farming, and deforestation we are clog­
ging our waterways with billions of tons 
of topsoil. The US government is work­
ing to accelerate this process with ex­
pansionist programs including crop sub­
sidies, marketing orders, and dev~lop­
ment loans here and abroad. All nat10ns 
on Earth cater to immediate human 
needs without concern for future re­
sults. On a recent visit to China I noted 
the process of terracing further and 
further up hillsides, moving further and 
further out into the wilderness to bring 
every inch of land into production. 
Everywhere on Earth we are cocking 
the gun for massive land failure and 
starvation. 

... If we can move humanity out of 
· the cave of superstition, ignorance and 
habit. We cannot continue to put indi-
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viclual human lives ahead of the future 
of Earth. Twits who plead for money or 
goods for human needs often say, "The 
cost of millions is worth it if it saves just 
one human life." In fact some inane ex­
penditures haven't saved one human 
life, but have played on humanitarians' 
emotions, in that they are supposed to 
save hundreds of people. One recent 
example is the earthquake proofing of 
all California schools at a cost in 1985 
dollars of twenty-five billions. This in­
cluded areas that have· never and prob­
ably never will have an earthquake. Yet, 
in California never has a child died in a 
school in an earthquake. We must reas­
sess the enormous amount of resources 
we fritter away on hardened crooks, 
misbegotten fetuses kept alive with ex­
pensive equipment by a senile Presi­
dent, and comatose old folks whose life 
is spent but whose residue is kept alive 
by a greedy medical profession. Human 
life has limits on its value and we must 
define it. A good starting ·point for a 
definition might be that each human 
must be capable of supporting herself 
or himself and her or his offspring from 
the fruits of her or his personal labors. 

. . . If we learn to respect the value 
of tropical belts of rainforests. We can­
not continue to rip them asunder at the 
rate of27 million acres a year or 50 acres 
per minute for the sake of a few margi­
nal crops. If present trends continue, 
Earth's most complex ecological system 
and its greatest diversity of flora and 
fauna soon will be gone forever. 

. . . If we preserve our wetlands in 
our bays, deltas, swamps, bogs, water­
ways, flood plains, and tidal marshes 
against the ravages of development. 
Water and wetlands are the cradle of 
life - the beginning of far reaching food 
chains. We cannot continue to damn, 
drain and fill. Our seas cannot continue 
as the great cleanser for pesticide 
mnoff, sewage, garbage and atomic 
wastes. 

... If we convince all environmental 
organizations that most of their con­
cerns are directly related to human 
population and that including the popu­
lation problem in their programs and 
publications is fundamental to advanc­
ing their cause. These organizations dis­
cuss habitat destruction, pollution, 
poaching, monoagriculture and other is­
sues as if they .were not related to the 
human population explosion. Human 
overpopulation is the principal problem. 
If we begin to solve it many other prob­
lems will disappear. No gToup involved 
in environmental problems should pub­
lish an issue of their publication without 
at least one article about population 
problems. 

... If govel\lments realize that accel­
erated development always means 
ecological deterioration. Development 
will create a wasteland populated by 
masses of humans afflicted by drought, 
pests, turmoil and famine. The Re_agan 
Administration policy is, "there 1s no 
overpopulation only underdevelop­
ment." We must stop the madness of 
developed nations providing funding for 
undeveloped nations to rape their re­
sources. We are throwing drowning na­
tions rocks to help them swim. 

. . . If we stop taking the overflow 
population from overpopulated coun­
tries. Accepting their overflow encour­
ages them to maintain high birth rates. 
We must stop discouraging them from 
making hard choices which defy .religi­
ous authorities, taboos or traditions. 
Taking the overflow population by legal 
and illegal immigTation also accelerates 
development in our country. Immig­
rants are among the most prolific breed­
ers on Earth. We cannot solve social and 
economic problems of Latin America 
and Asia by degrading our portion of 
Earth. It will only perpetuate destruc­
tion on an international scale. 

.. . If we learn to live more modestly, 
consuming less resources, and not ex­
pect a rise in our standard of living 

every year. We must find the quality of 
our lives in ourselves, in others, and in 
nature; not in more geegaws and elec­
tric carving knives. We must stop the 
ultimate welfare cases, the Inheritors. 
Queen Elizabeth II epitomizes the In­
heritor. She was born into a totally arti­
ficial world of the royal household's mak­
ing. She inherits country estates of 
thousands of acres of prime land, cas­
tles, mansions, art treasures, stocks 
and assets in many foreign lands. She 
is given a grand living allowance by the 
British people; yet she and her family 
have never earned a dime (sixpence) of 
their wealth. It was handed to them by 
a gullible body politic. In the US we 
allow great family wealth to be passed 
from Mellon to Mellon and DuPont to 
DuPont without much complaint. 
Wealth is concentrated in fewer and 
fewer hands, and the majority of wealth 
is inherited. According to Lundberg 
(The Rich and the Super-Rich, Lyle 
Stuart, Inc., NY 1968) one-third of one 
percent of the families in the US owns 
32% of our investment wealth. Forbes 
Magazine reports that the upper 10% 
of our population reaped 29% of all in­
come in 1969 rising steadily to 33% in 
1984. These inheritors too should learn 
to live by the measure of how much they 
work. 

. . . If we stop listening to the solu­
tions of idiots who for reasons of revela­
tion, visions or sacred text tell us to do 
the opposite of what is needed. The 
Jerry Falwells, recent popes, leaders 
like Mao Ze Dung, and fuzzy headed 
politicians like RR have promoted 
human breeding and tried to stop ef­
forts to alleviate the population prob­
lem. It's irksome to see Catholic priests 
bleating on TV about OUR crime of al­
lowing people of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America to starve when we have so 
much. It seems the prophets of unre­
stricted population growth are deliber­
ately creating a problem so they can 
rush in to demonstrate their leper lick­
ing talents ministering to the· dying 
bags of bones who are desperate f~r 
food and medicine. If we follow thell' 
advice and save the starving millions , 
we set the stage for greater catas­
trophe. Religious leaders are not the 
only false prophets; Mao preached that 
a high birth rate was to be the salvation 
of China. It is not well known because 
the Chinese are secretive about it, but 
we think several million Chinese 
starved when their breeding policy com­
bined with drought to cause famine. 
Their current severe birth control pro­
gram is a·necessity. Those who promote 
human breeding are the arch villains of 
famine past, present and future. 

. .. If all nations stop the insane jin­
goistic war preparations which will one 
day annihilate us all. More than enough 
has been said on this subject. Two sug­
gestions I add. One, immediately stop 
all US military aid to countries where 
it serves primarily to prop up oligar­
chies consisting of self-serving inherit­
ors. And two, every country reduce 
their arms budget 10% per year until it 
is 10% of the current budget and convert 
the savings to preserving their wildlife 
and wilderness. 

. . . Ifwe tak~ a realistic look at human 
sexuality and find ways to change exist­
ing patterns. We could encourage 
changes by promoting the acceptance of 
homosexuality in theocracies and Third 
World nations, especially Latin 
America and Africa. Because it is unac­
ceptable in most nations, they force the 
homosexual into a marriage and child 
producing role s/he abhors. Let 
homosexuals be. We might promote sex­
ual alternatives such as oral and man­
ipulative. People -might try it and like it 
instead of the missionary position. Even 
occasional use of different types of sex­
ual activity '.vould help to reduce the 
birth rate somewhat. At least we should 
begin to have open and candid discus­
sions about these and o~her · methods 

and their potential for helping solve the 
population problem. . . 

. . . If we confine public and pnvate 
foreign aid to stopping the human popu­
lation explosion. We should encourage 
all nations, including our own, to have 
a negative population growth. At least 
since World War II the American public 
has been feel a line of crap about sending 
foreign subsistence aid along with med­
ical and technological assistance. Yet, 
the subsistence, medical and technical 
aid leaves recipients in fine fettle for the 
thing we all think of when we are well 
- sex. Usually no education has fol­
lowed improved nutritional care and 
medical facilities, and these healthier 
bodies procreate rapidly. Food with 
health programs exacerbates popula­
tion problems. For example, CBS re­
cently reported that 48.5% of Haitian 
children die before they are five years 
old. Haiti is grossly overpopulated and 
is the model of a country headed for 
ecological disaster. Imagine what would 
happen if we sent them ~ealth care 
facilities to extend the hfe span of 
everyone. It would increase the severity 
of the coming disaster. Instead we 
should provide family planning pro­
grams, free condoms and THE PILL, 
abortion hospitals, vasectomy clinics, 
explicit birth control pamphlets, and 
birth control classes in all schools at all 
levels. I suggest that to impress the 
need on our deluded federal administra­
tion we all send a letter to RR demand­
ing that the only foreign 3;id be birth 
control aid and enclose a birth control 
pill, condom, IUD, or diaphragm with 
the letter. Send one to the pope too. 

: . . If we learn to cherish flora and 
fauna. Every species has a right to exist 
without the threat of extinction from 
man. Humans are not the ultimate life 
form. In all the writings I have read in 
the popular press about f~mine in E~st 
Africa, not one has ment10ned any im­
pact on wilderness or wildlife. If an ani­
mal doesn't provide meat , cheese or 
skins; or flora provide grain o~ fibers it 
is considered useless to us. African flora 
and fauna is disappearing with hardly a 
whimper from us. 

. . . If each of us does what s/he can 
to stop the population explosion. At 
present rates eighty million more hu­
mans arrive on our planet every year. 
We should: Limit our procreation to one 
child per couple. Discourage artificial 
means of birth production like surrogate 
mothers, artificial insemination, fertil­
ity clinics, test tube births, and all other 
medical methods of increasing human 
population. Support bi~h control 
groups like Zero Popul~t10n Grow.th, 
Planned Parenthood, Nat10nal Abort10n. 
Rights Action League, and the Popula­
tion Institute. Inform ourselves about 
population problems. For example, 
know that Istanbul has grown from one 
million to six million people in the past 
twenty years despite government meas­
ures to reduce growth. Know that 98'k 
of Latin Americans are Catholic and 
68% of Catholics are Latin American. 
Know that we are borrowing heavily 
from a future at the cost of future 
human misery. The ultimate solut ion 
may lie in mass triage where whole 
human populations are left to die to save 
Earth from becoming a .wasteland. We 
must convince our government to stop 
trying to save every birth defect born 
at enormous cost in money and re­
sources where allowing death would be 
an act of compassion. We must change 
our slogan from Save The Children to 
STOP THE CHILDREN. 

. . . And finally, if we stop asking 
Earth for more and more, and start ask­
ing more of ourselves. Then we can say 
it was a wonderful famine. 

Tom Stoddard is a form er bank vice­
president who abandoned capitalism in 
favor of ecology. 

Ed. note: Tom is right. Human over­
population is a fiindamental problem, 
and ecological periodicals should r11n 
more articles on the problem and its 
many man~festatie.ns. we· encourage 
our readers to think of creative ways to 
combat overpopulation and to send us 
letters or articles on the su~ject . 
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by Michael Frome 

Environmentalism is not concerned 
simply with solving problems of our own 
time , but rather with foreseeing the fu­
ture and caring for it. I can't think of a 
better legacy to leave for tomorrow's 
generation than open options in the use 
of land and resources. Thus, I have con­
tinually asked my readers and students 
to join in commitment to protect and 
perpetuate our most precious heritage , 
the American earth. 

There is always hope as long as there 
is a cadre of people , or even a single 
individual, with commitment and con­
science and a willingness to stand in 
defense of nature. The odds are formid­
able, but that only heightens the sense 
of challenge, and the reward from exer­
cising the courage to face it. 

Our globe is only a small planet. Sur­
rounded by the infinite space· of the uni­
verse, we are all joined together: all of 
us, the "civilized" and "primitive" of 
humankind, together with birds, mam­
mals, fish, plants, all derived from com­
mon origin and facing a common future. 
I read of how the unenlightened poor 
through insensitivity are destroying na­
ture's resources, but in visiting Africa 
and Latin America I place responsibil­
ity elsewhere. 

I consider, for example, the case of 
three game-bird poachers caught set­
ting snares along the fence of a nature 
reserve in Africa. They worked for a 
nearby farmer. While poaching had al­
ways been a way of obtaining extra 
meat, it had lately become even more 
important since their wages had not 
kept pace with rising food prices. Thus 
this question: Who is to blame, the 
poacher, the farmer, or the advanced 
external society for creating such a de­
mand for red meat that prices no longer 
can be afforded by the poor? 

Certainly the poor destroy natural en­
vironments, as part of their battle to 
survive, but affluent societies pose at 
least as great a threat. Through insati­
able demands for consumer goods, we 
not only push food prices out of reach 
of the poor, but create a demand for 
goods with massive consequences to 
land and people. The Karroo region, cov­
ering one-third of South Africa, has 
been subject to escalating exploitation 
by domestic stock for more than 150 
years - to produce wool and mutton for 
local and overseas markets. Overgraz­
ing has transformed a once productive 
environment to near desert, but shall 
we say the farmers alone are to blame? 

The ."Hamburger Connection" is the 
term applied to the process whereby 
Central American beef ranchers con­
vert forests to grasslands for beef pro­
duction, largely to sustain appetites in 
affluent North America. Not only are 
tropical forests decimated, but profits 
from it all go to a handful of wealthy 
ranchers, while local peasants eat less 
meat per capita and are pushed into 
marginal areas so that cattle ranches 
can be extended. 

The only possible and lasting solution 
to many of the world's environmental 
problems lies in reduced consumer de­
mand. The US, with all our science, sen­
timent and expertise, can lead the way 
as a model for the world. We have no­
thing to lose, everything to gain 
through a more efficient and healthful 
life-style. The frugal use of diminishing 
natural resources should be the per­
sonal goal of those who care, as the first 
step toward acceptance by the nation. 
We must alter the life-style that makes 
us enemies of ourselves and reassess 
the value system by which we confuse 
superconsumption for a high quality of 
life. . 

Idaho furnishes a choice illustration. 
All of this state's resources are natural 
- majestic mountains, pure water, 
clean air, grand scenery, and decent, 
intelligent people. The people are the 
most important resource, for they hold 
the power to either conserve or destroy 
all the rest. 

MIKE FROME ON 
CONSERVATION 

Which shall it be? I pray that Idaho 
will not allow itself to be lured into bar­
tering its quality oflife for any quantity 
that could result in deterioration of the 
environment. The protection of high ele­
vation lands ensures protection of 
watersheds, wildlife and fisheries 
habitats, and indigenous flora . Soils in 
the highlands aren't sufficiently deep, 
stable or fertile over large enough areas 
to justify extensive road building, inten­
sive timber management, or other 
forms of exploitation. But qualities that 
make these areas a liability for produc­
tion make them natural for human en­
joyment. 

If an industry, whether new or old, 
will enhance the quality of life in gen­
eral, then it should be welcomed. On 
the other hand, if it pollutes a stream 
or the air, we don't need it. If it defaces 
a mountain, we cannot tolerate it. 

If Idaho is to plan the development 
of a tourist industry, it must first 
develop the method to call a halt when 
growth has reached maximum effi­
ciency, the point at which resources are 
used but not abused. Never have penal­
ties been as devastatingly tragic as 
those experienced in areas of unplanned 
growth. Idaho is singularly blessed with 
the rare opportunity to view the mis­
takes made by other, more developed 
states and to avoid them. 

I hope that education may contribute 
to this process. All education is not in 
the classroom; the best of it is away from 
the classroom. All of life is learning and · 
the whole world a classroom. John Muir 
wrote that he left the University of Wis­
consin for broader studies in the "uni­
versity of the wilderness," while Walt 
Whitman contemplated universality in 
a blade of grass. 

"But let children walk with Nature," 
wrote Muir, "let them see the beautiful 
blendings and communications of death 
and life, their joyous inseparable unity, 
as taught in woods and meadows, plains 
and mountains and streams of our bles­
sed star, and they will learn that death 
is stingless indeed, and as beautiful as 
life, and that the grave has no victory, 
for it never fights. All is divine har­
mony." 

Muir wrote those lines after sleeping 
in a cemetery in Georgia during his 
thousand-mile walk to the sea. We all 
ought to sleep in the cemetery some­
time and listen to the voices there. I see 
myself with a group of students spend­
ing the night, quietly, without a lecture 
or lesson, and next morning each one 
reporting the messages that came to 
her and him, from cemetery sounds and 
stillness. I feel that I should teach in 
the out-of-doors classroom, absorbing 
divine harmony as the basis for restor­
ing harmony to human society. 

All being is learning. Thus learning 
is being. My learning is the search for 
the ancient, lost reverence and passion 
for human personality, joined with the 
ancient, lost reverence and passion for 
the earth and its web oflife. This is best 
achieved through simple, direct con­
tacts with nature, unencumbered by 
superfluities. The extent to which 
people flock to the most attractive scen­
ery emphasizes the human desire to per-

. ceive the marvels and mystery of un­
spoiled nature. But this in itself is not 
enough, more like a superficial physical 
activity, incomplete without the connec­
tion to mind and soul. 

In the old days everthing necessary 
for campers' comfort and survival they 

had to provide for themselves; it was 
part of the culture, demanding but in­
vigorating. Today the trick seems to be 
to spend enough money so that every­
thing is done for you, with mechanical 
contrivances and conveniences of indoor 
life at home adapted to outdoor life 
away. There is scant emphasis on self-re­
liance or on the need to respect the en­
vironment of nature. Trampled vegeta­
tion and exposed tree roots are common 
sights, proving that recreation can be 
as damaging as road building, logging, 
mining or grazing. Little wonder, when 
recreationists scarcely recognize their 
campsites to be alive, delicate and 
fragile. 

I'm not sure that "professionalism" 
makes too much difference, not when it 
derives from narrow technical training 
and computer-bred rules and regula­
tions, rather than from consistent and 
continuing field experience and a rever­
ence for life. In autumn 1985 the Forest 
Service invited me to participate in a 
management workshop in the Pecos Wil­
derness of New Mexico. As it happened, 
a staff writer for the Albuquerque J our­
nal, Nolan Hester, was along. "If 
rangers are to understand the wilder­
ness and its users," began his sub­
sequent account in the paper, "they 
must head for the hills and take to the 
woods. For a week, they leave desks 
and uniforms behind, carry backpacks, 
sleep outdoors, get wet." 

But then, disillusionment. As Hester 
continued: 

"Heading up the trail, the image of 
the woods-wise rangers is quickly shat­
tered. For many, this is their first real 
hike in years. They huff and puff even 
though an outfitter has already packed 
in their food . . . 

"Everything from trail construction 
to firefighting, air pollution and 
campsite abuse gets debated during a 
series of trailside stops led by agency 
specialists. The rangers debate the 
exact pressue a cow's foot exerts on a 
meadow -such details are the currency 
of ranger conversations. 

"Yet they cannot name shrubby cin­
quefoil, a common Southwestern plant. 
And there is little talk of the suITound­
ing country's sheer beauty." 

Of course they can't identify plants 
without commercial value, except per­
chance as unwanted weeds, or perceive 
natural beauty. It's not in the paramet­
ers of their training, either in the 
agency or in the vocational technical 
schools from whence they came. They 
deal in closely defined linear patterns 
and statistics, rather than in poetry. 
The analytical type of thinking of west­
ern science may have given us power 
over nature, but it has smothered pro­
fessional technicians in ignorance about 
themselves as part of it. 

Wilderness is the heart and soul of 
America. All our art, literature, poetry 
derives from the natural world . I began 
to consciously feel that way in my in­
stant of truth around a campfire 25 
years ago. I need the wilderness as a 
source of personal enrichment and en­
lightenment, and as a place to be with 
students where we may learn together 
fundamental lessons about natural re­
source husbandry and about ourselves. 
"We can be ethical," as Aldo Leopold 
wrote, "only in relation to something 
we can see, feel, understand, love, or 
otherwise have faith in." Or to cite Carl 
Rogers, the behavioral psychologist, in 
his definition of heuristics: "a passion­
ate, highly personal, self-searching 
commitment to inner truth - a discip­
lined but intuitive search that explores, 
by every possible subjective means, the 
essence of personal experience, thus 
generating personal truth . . . . " 

For what shall we, as individuals and 
as a generation, be remembered in 
time? Environmentalism is concerned 
with foreseeing the future and caring 
for it. Our greatest gift will be not in a 
record of devouring resources for our­
selves, but in earth preserved and pro­
tected, the more of it the better: the 
redwoods yet standing in California; the 
wild rivers flowing in Idaho; clean 
oceans supporting the whales; clear 
blue skies across America where eagles 

---

fly; an Africa and Alaska suppmi.ing 
migrations of the herds. And they will 
say of us, "Verily, that was an educated 
generation." 

Michael Frame has been 011e of 
Ammica's foreniost environmental 
writers and historians for/our decades, 
and is currently a visiting professor at 
the University of Idaho. 

Rocky Mountain 
Front (cont) 

with the bugle of Elk and the howl of 
Wolves, as the early explorers heard. 
America would once again have its own 
Serengeti - a place where the original 
ecosystem would be intact and com­
plete. 

To buy all this land would likely cost 
100 million dollars - far less than the 
cost of one space shuttle. This is a small 
investment to recreate a iost paradise. 
To generate the money for such a pur­
chase and others like it, I have two sug­
gestions. 1. Direct solicitations of 
money from citizens and corporations, 
just as has been done for the Statue of 
Liberty, would raise funds. If 229 mil­
lion can be raised for Miss Liberty, cer­
tainly we can raise funds for a wild 
ecosystem as much a symbol of our coun­
try as New York's statue. 2. Congress 
should impose a tax on all outdoor re­
lated gear, books, and equipment. Like 
the present tax on firearms and fishing 
equipment, this tax should be specifi- / 
cally allocated for wildlife habitat ac­
quisition throughout the US. In this 
way citizens pay for the acquisition of 
wildlife habitat and hence have a right 
to help determine how funds are spent. 

Under the present system, whereby 
nearly all Fish and Game departments 
are funded by sportmen's dollars, con­
cern for wildlife other than huntable 
species is usually lacking. Most Fish and 
Game departments are not concerned .. 
about ecosystem stability unless it ben~ ::. · · 
efits hunting, trapping, or fishing. Otie/ 
cannot expect this bias to change until : .·. 
the method of funding wildlife research 
and habitat needs is also changed. 

During the homestead era, many im­
portant wildlife areas became private 
ranchlands. To maintain wildlife popula­
tions in the long run, particularly for 
the larger wildlife _species, we need to 
buy back critical lands as they come up 
for sale. There ought to be places in 
America where the original fauna can 
again play its ancient role in prime 
habitat. One place should be here along 
the Front in the shadow of the moun­
tains along the Sun, Teton and Two 
Medicine Rivers. 

To become involved with efforts to 
save the Front or for more information 
write: Montana Wilderness Associa­
tion, Box 635, .Helena, MT 59624; 
Badger Chapter, Box 8374, Missoula, 
MT 59807; Glacier-Two Medicine Al­
liance, Box 181, East Glacier Park, 
Montana 59434. Immediately write 
the Montana Congressional delega­
tion, particularly Pat Williams 
(House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC 20515) and John 
Melcher (US Senate, Washington, DC 
20510), asking them to support Wilder­
ness for the entire Front including the 
Badger-Two Medicine area. Write a 
short letter to the Lewis and Clark 
NF, Box 871, Great Falls, MT 59403. 
Tell the FS that you oppose any oil 
and gas drilling anywhere in the Front 
and in particular the Badger-Two 
Medicine. Ask to be placed on the 
mailing list to be kept informed of cur­
rent events. Just a single paragraph 
letter can go a long way toward realiz­
ing a Great Plains Wilderness along 
the Front. 

Montana biologist George Wuerthner 
continues to write some of the most im­
portant essays in the ecology move­
ment. He is now working on a grazing 
article. . 

Ed. note: just before we went to press, 
Goerge sent us word that the Blackfeet 
Indian Tribal Council has announced its 
opposition to Wilderness designation for the 
Ba.dger-Two Medicine area just south of 
Glacier. George's sources fear that the 
council opposes Wilderness because it hopes · 
to gain control of the area from the Forest 
Service and then lease it to oil companies: 
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REVIEWS 
Gathering the Desert by Gary Paul 
Nabhan; University of Arizona Press; 
1985; $19.95 cloth; 206 pp. 

If you like deserts, read Gathering 
the Desert. This book is a scientific yet 
poetic look at plants of the Sonor.rn De­
sert and how they have long been used 
"as calories, cures, and characters" by 
native peoples. Nabhan, a leading ex­
pert on wild Sonoran edibles, explains 
that of 2500 vascular plants inhabiting 
the Sonoran Desert, 425 are edible, and 
25 have been cultivated since prehis­
toric times. Nabhan focuses primarily 
on 12 of the most useful species - re­
minding the reader, however, that these 
plants have value that transcends their 
usefulness to humans. 

Gathering the Desert serves as an im­
portant plea on behalf of growing foods 
which are naturally adapted to the de­
sert rather than raising energy and 
water intensive crops as we are now 
doing. Nabhan convinces us that we 
would benefit by returning to simple 
foods and medicines from plants such 
mesquite, prickly pear, and creosote 
bush, gathered in the wild. Lastly, 
Nabhan makes us aware that desert 
areas are rich ecosystems in need of 
preservation. If this excellent book has 
a weakness, it is that it is too gentle in 
its criticism of present abusers of the 
desert. We must not forget deserts in 
our eagerness to preserve forests. We 
need both intact forest ecosystems, de­
scribed so eloquently by such writers 
as Catherine Caufield, and intact desert 
ecosystems described with equal eloqu­
ence by Gary Nabhan. 

Reviewed by Australopithecus 

Gathering the Desert is available 
from Earth First!, POB 5871, Tucson, 
AZ 85703 for $21 postpaid hardcover. 

GOOD WILD SACRED; Gary Snyder; 
1984; Five Seasons Press; Madley, 
Hereford, England; 32 pp.; available 
by mail from Way of the Mountain 
Center, POB 542, Silverton, CO 81433; 
$5 plus .69 postage. 

No commas - it's the same: good wild 
sacred. Gary Snyder begins with his 
own land in the Sierra Nevada of Alta 
California and says that since the origi­
nal people there were all displaced or 
destroyed during the gold rush, "we 
have no one to teach us which parts of 
that landscape were once thought to be 
sacred, but with much time and atten­
tion, I think we will be able to identify 
such sites again." 

After an overview of the destructive , 
dominant Western European approach 
to land, Snyder tells of hopeful new 
trends in the world which may help na­
tives hold on to the last remnants. In 
California former Governor Jerry 
Brown created the Native American 
Heritage Commission specifically for 
California Indians. Some Indian elders 
were "charged with the task of locating 
and protecting sacred sites and gTaves. 
This would avoid in advance confronta­
tions" with public land managers. The 
white Christian founders of the US 
were not thinking of the land when they 
guaranteed freedom ofreligion, but "in­
terpretations by the courts, and the 
passage of the American Indian Religi­
ous Freedom Act of 1978, have gradually 
come to give native practices some real 
status.' Sacred' virtually becomes a new 
land-use category." Concerning Au­
stralia, where Snyder visited sacred 
sites in the company of tribal elders, he 
says that the Australian Bureau of 
Aboriginal Affairs has "hired some bilin­
gual anthropologists and bush people to 
work with elders ... to identify sacred 
sites and map them. Everyone hopes 
that the Australian government really 
means to declare such areas off-limits 
before any exploratory team ever gets 
near them." Another hopeful sign 
that Snyder sees is "the growing popu­
larity of the Earth First! organization" 
and the fact that the "temples of this 

- movement are the planet's remaining 
wilderness areas." 
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The most sophisticated system ever 
developed for aligning human struc­
tures to the natural power points of the 
land in order to create the energy flow 
that we humans label "sacred" is calied 
feng-shui by the Chinese. This energy 
is not fuzzy mysticism. It consists of 
such things as the piezo-electric quality 
of quartz, positive and negative ions, 
etc. - these are all modern scientific 
labels for particular aspects of some­
thing much bigger than any of these 
terms. For years I tried to find out why 
there were no written facts about 
methods used by feng-shui masters. Fi­
nally, reading a true story in volume 
four of Joseph Needham's Science and 
Civilization in China, I found out why. 
The story is a good example of the long 
hiStory in European countries of as­
sociating natural lands with the devil. 
The scholarly Italian Jesuit, Matteo 
Ricci, famous in the West for his love of 
things Chinese, was an early missionary 
to China. The Chinese emperor, ap­
preciating his knowledge of the stars, 
made him court astronomer. Yet, he re­
mained a Christian missionary also. 
Whenever he converted anyone he had 
them burn all pagan books. Unfortu­
nately, in 1602 he converted Li Ying­
Shih, a distinguished scholar particu­
larly skilled in feng-shui. In Ricci's 
words: "He had a rather good library 
and it took him three full days to purge 
it of books on subjects prohibited by our 
churchly laws . . . all of these, amounting 
to three trunks full, were committed to 
the flames .... " Needham, continuing 
his account of Ricci and the feng-shui 
books, states that he "did not disbelieve 
in it; he considered it diabolical." This 
particularly angers Needham because, 
as he says, "It is to be feared that some 
of the most interesting facts about the 
development of one of the most impor­
tant of all scientific instruments have 
perished forev~r." It was when 
Needham learned that China had de­
veloped the compass 600 years before 
Europe that he began his life-long study 
of China. Masters of feng-shui de­
veloped the compass for their work with 
sacred land energies. 

But, as Gary Snyder reassures us, we 
can re-learn where the sacred spots are. 
According to Gary, "These spots are 
seen as points on the landscape at which 
one can more easily enter a larger-than­
human, larger-than-personal realm." 
He further defines 'sacred' when he says 
it "refers to that which helps take us out 
of our little selves into the larger self of 
the whole universe." He devotes several 
pages on how to begin. Most important, 
"continue to live in a place, to not move 
away, and to continue walking the paths 
and roads." Some part of your livelihood 
must also come from your place - even 
if only berry picking or mushroom hunt­
ing. Elsewhere Snyder has called this 
connecting with "the sacramental 
energy-exchange, evolutionary-mutual­
sharing aspect of life." Snyder also 
suggests giving children the space and 
time to "experience bonding to place." 
Near the end of the book he writes: 

"Goodhearted environmentalists can 
turn their back on a save-the-wilderness 
project when it gets too tiresome and 
return to a city home. But inhabitory 
people, Peter Nabokov says, will 'fight · 
for their lives like they've been jumped 
in an alley.' Like it or not, we are all 
finally ' inhabitory' on this one small 
blue-green planet .... It's clearly time 
to turn away from economies that de­
mand constant exploitation of both 
people and resources, and to put Earth 
first!" 

As befits a book about sacred land, 
Snyder's book is beautifully done - tan 
cover with green and blue title, set in 
simple, elegant Monotype Bembo and 
hand tied. The perfect book for allowing 
your deepest feelings about the land to 
be shared with others. 

Reviewed by Dolores LaChapelle, au­
thor of Earth Festivals and Earth Wis­
dom. Her newest book, Sacred Land, 
Sacred Sex: Rapture of the Deep is 
due off the press in November. 

..... J ...... _ 

BUILDING THE GREEN MOVE- ecological world view. Readers will not, 
MENT; Rudolph Bahro; New Society however, be impressed by his praise for 
Publishers (4722 Baltimore Av., BhagwanofRajneeshpuram-thecom-
Philadelphia, PA 19143); 1986; $9.95 mune leader recently forced out of the 
paper; 211 pp. US after his co1TUpt practices and horde 

Building the Green M ()1Jement is a col- of Rolls Royces were revealed. No doubt 
lection of translated interviews, Bahro regrets his praise of Bhagwan, 
speeches and writings given by Bahro and one suspects that Bahro's eagerness 
between November, 1982, and June, to see the downfall of industrial 
1985. The quality of the pieces varies capitalism (an eagerness almost equal 
greatly and some of them should have to that of Foreman and other EF!ers) 
been abbreviated or omitted; but given leads him to be too uncritical in endors-
the great insights of Bahro, the book is ing counter-cultural movements, not all 
well worth reading. of which are ecological and healthy alter-

Bahro is one of the deepest and most natives to the "Big Machine." 
radical thinkers in the ·Green move- Bahro's history within the West Ger-
ment. Indeed, Earth First! activist man Greens (Die Grunen) has been 
Dixie Dalton aptly said of Bahro, "he is spectacular. Arriving in West Germany 
to the European Green movement what after being released from an East Ger-
Dave Foreman is to the US environmen- man prison in 1979, Bahro quickly be-
ta! movement." Like Foreman, Bahro is came a leader in the newly formed 
a powerful, outspoken, radical, and con- Greens. The controversy surrounding 
troversial speaker and leader, and thorn Bahro, with his relentless refusal to 
in the side of his movement. Bahro's compromise and endorse alliances with 
ideas are much in line with EF!'s liberals, reached its peak in 1984 when 
philosophy. Bahro, but not all European Bahro compared the rise of the Greens 
Greens, believes that industrial civiliza- to the rise of the Nazis prior to World 
tion as we know it - "industrial War II. Bahro was not praising the 
capitalism," the system of all the de- Nazis - he favors ecological anarchy, 
veloped world including so-called com- not totalitarianism - but of course the 
munist states - must collapse. To work media blew his statement out of con-
for reforms to improve the system - as text. Subsequently, as many Greens 
traditional "left liberals" do-is usually drifted toward realpolitik, Bahro be-
counterproductive because it props up came disenchanted with their reformist 
a system which we should undermine. tendencies. Finally, in June 1985, Bahro 
Bahro says we should do anything which withdrew from Die Grunen when they 
speeds the collapse of industrial failed to take a stand against all animal 
capitalism. This includes direct siction experimentation. Bahro claims that not 
(Bahro does not mention monkeyw- only is animal experimentation cruel, 
renching but the tenor of his condemna- but it is also one of the major pillars 
tion of industrial capitalism suggests supporting industrial capitalism, and 
that he would appreciate it); withdraw- thus must be condemned altogether. 
ing all financial support of multination- To conclude, we recommend Building 
als; and establishing self-sufficient, the Green Movement not because it is a 
spiritually-based communes. flawless book, but because it contains 

Bahro, being German, is excessively many fine ideas of one of the greatest 
verbose at times, but the patient EF! Greens. 
reader will admire Bahro and his deeply - Reviewed by Australopithecus 

" • IS B~EI l:l El El El 

The Work of Peter Matthiessen 
by Rick Bruhn 

Traditional people the world ()1Jer 
have much to teach a spiritually crip­
pled race .. .. We must feel awe again 
if we are to return to a harmonious exis­
tence with our own habitat, and sur­
vive; we must consider this life essence 
that is all about us, manifesting in each 
moment - the music of the stars, the 
color of the wind, the dead stillness be­
tween tides at the dead of night, the 
birds, the trees, sea pearls and manure, 
the moment-by-moment miracle of our 
existence. ' 

- Peter Matthiessen, Indian Coun­
try 

Since the end of World War II, and 
especially in the past twenty years, ever 
more people in the US have become 
aware of the spiritual impoverishment 
of our mass consumer culture. We have 
seen increasingly vigorous appeals for 
a significant alteration in the way we 
see the world and our place in it. Ideas 
have varied greatly on just what form 
these changes should take, but all at­
tempts at a new perception involve a 
recognition that humans are a part of, 
and dependent upon, an inter­
connnected whole that is greater than 
ourselves. Gregory Bateson, in his book 
Mind and Nature, notes that "we are 
beginning to play with ideas of ecology, 
and although we immediately trivialize 
these ideas into politics or commerce, 
there is at least an impulse still in the 
human breast to unify and thereby 
sanctify the total of the natural world, 
of which we are." The merit ofBateson's 
thought is probably enough to excuse 
his inadvertent ethnocentrism - there 
are plenty of "human breasts" here in 
North America in which resides the 
tradition of a holistic or organic view of 
humans' place in the world. Also, since 
Bateson wrote this passage, we have 
seen in Deep Ecology an approach that 
goes far beyond merely playing with 
ideas of ecology. Nevertheless, holistic 
vision is a comparatively new develop­
ment in the mainstream of Euro-Amer­
ican culture, and it has found one of its 
most striking literary articulations in 
the work of Peter Matthiessen. 

Matthiessen's position as a naturalist 
and an extraordinary writer has made 
him an ideal advocate of environmental 
and cultural awareness. He has long de­
monstrated a deep understanding of the 
natural environment, and has as-

sociated'this increasingly with a sympa­
thy for the life-ways and insights of tra­
ditional peoples. As he has joined these 
elements in his work, t,hey have 
emerged as an ever more forceful denun­
ciation of the Ameropean world-view 
and environmental destruction that re­
sults from it. These therr..es converge in 
his latest work, Indian Country. What 
Matthiessen proposes in this book is a 
more and more prominently recurring 
idea in environmental writings: the call 
for a complete re-envisioning of our 
place in the natural order - the call for 
a new religion. 

Matthiessen's journey to this place in 
Indian Country has been remarkable, 
physically and spiritually. In 1957, he 
set off to wander the world. He traveled 
the backcountry of the Americas from 
Point Barrow to Tierra de! Fuego, and 
visited wild regions of every continent, 
save Antarctica. These travels resulted 
in his first three books of nonfiction. 
Three years of study went into Wildlife 
in America - incredibly, the first com­
prehensive history of the European and 
Ameropean impact on North American 
wildlife. The work Matthiessen had 
done to compile Wildlife in America left 
him bitter - the book's title page in­
cludes the following quote from the 
book of Jeremiah: "And I brought you 
into this country, to eat the fruit thereof 
and the goodness thereof; but when ye 
entered, ye defiled my land, and made 
mine heritage an abomination." Matth­
iessen's dismay at the destructiveness 
of European culture is apparent 
throughout Wildl~f'e inArnerica, and his 
unconcealed anger carries over into all 
his subsequent work. 

His next book, The Cloud Forest, ap­
peared in 1961 and was Matthiessen's 
first venture into a literary form that 
he would continue to use with gTeat suc­
cess up to the present; that is, travel 
literature. The book is an account of 
Matthiessen's 1959 journey throughout 
the South American wilderness. It is 
like all Matthiessen's nonfiction work in 
its scrupulous research and exquisite 
description. 

In 1961 Matthiessen went with the 
Harvard-Peabbdy expedition to New 
Guinea to study the Kurelll, a small war­
like tribe that had previously been un­
corrupted by modern contact. This was 
Matthiessen's first extensive experi­
ence with a traditional people, and his 
unique approach to them as a subject is 
a key to understanding the sensitivity 



THE POETICS OF DEEP ECOLOGY 
Part 3: Poems _by Jose 

by Lone Wolf Circles 

Unfortunately for many aspiring 
poets, good poetry is not cute and clever 
phrases carefully stacked in a deliberate 
array. Good poetry bursts out of the sub­
conscious in spite of our restraints, in 
those rare electrified states. It is then 
that pure image, lessons stripped down 
to their cutting edge, arc through us 
from an essence greater than us. Where 
they touch the paper they burn their 
image indelibly as if scorched by lightn­
ing. It is the perfect moment, lost 
forever if you looked away. For no delib­
erate manipulation can make up for it. 
Temporal; fragile in this way. From 
"Cryptogam" in SANDSTONE: 

One foul footprint 
of bu lldozing vibram 
could crush this 
fragile fortress of soil, this 
scab of life on sand 
that wind would bleed away. 
Thirty years to build this lw(f inch·high 
symbiote civilization, 
enough composted crust 
to nest and hatch 
some cheat grass seeds 
and cheat the breeze 
of this mound of sand 

he would later demonstrate in his treat­
ment of Native Americans. The resul­
tant book, Under the Mountain Wall: 
AC hronicle of Two Seasons in the Stone 
Age, describes the daily life of the tribe 
by detailing exclusively what the 
Kurelu said and did, but never presum­
ing to explain their thoughts or motiva­
tions. 

With The Cloud Forest and Under the 
Mountain Wall Matthiessen estab­
lished his reputation as a writer of 
travel literature and natural history. In 
later years he would be invited on ex­
peditions and safaris to wild regions of 
Asia and Africa. In all cases, from The 
Tree Where Man Wa s Born to Sand Riv­
ers to Snow Leopard, Matthiessen de­
scribes the deterioration of the natural 
environment and of traditional life-ways 
under the pressures of human overpopu­
lation and commercial exploitation. But 
never does he lapse into the "strange 
places, strange creatures, strange 
peoples'' National Geographic style 
that has characterized so much travel 
writing. (I can find no indication that 
Matthiessen has ever published in Na­
tional Geographic, despite an impres­
sive· publication history in other jour­
nals - surely a point in his favor.) 

During the '60s and '70s Matthiessen 
also continued to write novels, but his 
fiction in this period falls in line with 
his travels and other writings. In 1965 
he completed his fourth novel, At Play 

·in the Fields of the Lord, a book that 
combined his growing concern for na­
tive people and his troubled familiarity 
with the forces that destroy their envi­
ronment and culture. The novel is set 
among the Niaruna in the Amazon 
jungle, a people threatened by the en­
croachment of Western civilization. 
Western society is represented by four 
fundamentalist missionaries intent on 
"saving" the tribal people , and a local 
politico who seeks any excuse to destroy 
them. On theside of the Niaruna stands 
an embittered North American Indian, 
alienated by the long oppression of his 

surrounding its sprouting junipe1: 
It is perfect passion that defeats mor­

tality, transcends our forgetfulness. It 
isn't enough for it to take us part way, 
for anything less than all the way is still 
nowhere at all. From "Like Storm 
Crows ... " in FINDING THE SKY: 

Surveyors are in the orchard 
They see Medusa thru the transit. 
The farm was plowed 
for the last time 
brutally 
field, pheasant, corral and quail, 
framed in suburb curb. 
Its sloughs flooded with fill . 
Its black soil bu1ied 
by dwnptruck cortege. 
The old barn is burning itself, 
a grey monk in weathered robes. 
When the clouds lift, there remains 

"poem," its gift. From "Coyote and the 
Cloud Children": 

Muzzle in moss he remembers again 
the sky dream -
of spawning clouds 
their thunderous mating 
lightning joy 
as they journey east, 
thinks how he lives 
off their liquid children 
while salmon travel with them 

own people, who wants to vindicate his 
· heritage by becoming one of the 
Niaruna and leading them to victory 
against bombs and the Bible. 

In 1969 Matthiessen seemed to break 
with previous patterns in his writing 
when he published Sal Si Puedes: Cesar 
Chavez and the New American Revolu­
tion. Here Matthiessen documented the 
struggle of an oppressed minority, the 
migrant workers of the US, and their 
continued abuse by government and in­
dustry. This book grew out of Matthies­
sen's increasingly activist political pos­
ture. He attacked not only the interests 
of the powerful, but the apathy of the 
mainstream; at one point he observed 
that "most good Americans, like 'good 
Germans,' have managed to stay unaware 
of inhumanity in their own country. " 

Throughout the '70s Matthiessen be­
came more outspoken in his criticism of 
the values of Ameropean society, in the 
manner he had begun in Sal Si Puedes . 
His attitude is well summarized in an 
article. he wrote for Audubon in 1975. 
As he crossed the Jersey Meadows by 
train, Matthiessen said: 

In the autumn twilight , the chemical­
colored sky was a dire warning, and 
still we clung to the gross national prod­
uct and gross national pollution. The 
prospect for the republic seemed as blur­
red and gritty as the view from the train 
window, yet in this waste lay a worthy, 
sane solution to our plignt. The mighty 
and exhilarating tasks of restoring the 
human environment, the rivers and 
cities, this blighted sky itself, would 
also restore a sick economy and the 
pride in a great nation. Why didn't we 
insist on it? Where was the Spirit of '76 
that threw out a decadent leadership in 
the time of the Revolutionary War? In-

and hmu on cold mornings 
they gather in his breath. 
This, in the wonderful little book 

COYOTE MEETS KAFKA, where our 
beloved trickster steps out of the backs 
of our minds (where he is alwavs hidden) 
and messes with our limited se.nse of 
reality. The coyote, like the warrior 
poem and the pointed-word, still battles 
for our attention, our focus, our sacred 
planet: 

Apache/Zulu/ A rands 
native hunters 
evolved in drearntime 
slaughtered by euranglos 
and their farmer's 
unearthly god 
heaven's invasion claimed 
prairie/veldt/outback 
replaced hunter's prey 
with christian sheep 
coyote~jackalldingo 
haunt flocks of 
this ape turned herdsman 
refuse to surre_nder 
the pagan earth. 
Poems set to stalk the mundane pre­

conception that is suffocating our poten­
tial as a species and our very planet. 
Poems with a bounty on them, hung 
upside down on fenceposts by irate ran-

stead, it appeared , we would sit back 
(as I sat back nmv, in mute rage and 
apprehension) and watch these leaders 
of no vision or nobility~ the union and 
corporate profiteers and their cronies 
in office - lead the country fmiher 
down the path of phony patriotism and 
pumped-up progress toward the usual 
solution to hard times, another war. 

In the '70s and '80s, Matthiessen's 
long-time interests traditional 
peoples and the natural environment -
combined with his policial disenchant­
ment and found a focus in the social and 
environmental plight of Native Amer­
icans. In the Spirit of Crazy Horse, pub­
lished in 1983, traced the rise of the 
American Indian Movement (AIM) and 
the battle AIM has fought against the 
government and huge energy com­
panies to stop the destruction of Indian 
lands. The book is exhaustively re­
searched and documented, and perhaps 
because of this it has been the target of 
an extensive smear campaign by gov­
ernment and industry, who would 
rather not see the record of their injus­
tices in print. In fact, Matthiessen is 
the defendant in nearly fifty million dol­
lars of lawsuits brought by government 
agents, and while the accusations 
against him have no merit, the pressure 
and threats of further lawsuits from the 
government have scared Matthiessen's 
publishers away from continuing to 
print the book. 

Meanwhile, Matthiessen has written 
another book on the environmental de­
struction of Indian lands that is a culmi­
nation of the themes and skills he has 
developed in his career. Indian Country 
is• a journal of Matthiessen's travels 
across the US in which he documents 
cases of the government/corporate con­
spiracy to encroach upon the sacred 
grounds of Indian tribes: from the 
Everglades to the lands of New York's 
Mohawks to the military playgrounds in 
the Great Basin to the monstrous 
travesties of the Black Mesa strip mines 
to the "North Central Power Project" 
of the Black Hills . . 

Matthiessen makes it clear that the 
rapacious destruction he documents is 
the inevitable result of the Ameropean 
world-view, in which there is no longer 
a genuine sense of anything being sa­
cred, Ther€ is no longer anything in 
mainstream American culture that is 
above exploitation for commercial pur­
poses, and in such a value system the 
natural environment is the greatest 
casualty. He contrasts this with the 
ways and beliefs of Native Americans, 
and finds in the latter the inspiration 
for a new way of seeing for all of us. 
Indian Country is Matthiessen's most 
direct and eloquent appeal to Amero­
peans to embrace an alternative world­
view; one that we might best pattern 
after the example given us by the first 
North Americans. 

To those who argue that there is no 
way our "advanced civilization" can go 
"back" to such a view, Matthiessen re-

chers of supposed civility, taken to court 
for extremism, men's daughters hidden 
away from poem's honesty. 

The above titles are available from 
Compost Press, 1581 Downington Ave., 
SLC, UT 84105. 

sponds: 
We can no longer pretend - as we did 

for so long- that Indians are a primi­
tive people: no, they are a traditional 
people, that is, a ''first" or "original" 
people, a primal people, the inheritors 
of a profound and exquisite wisdom dis­
tilled by long ages on this earth. The 
Indian concept of earth and spirit has 
been patronizingly dismissed as 
simplehearted "naturalism" or 
"animism," when in fact it derives from 
a holistic vision known to all mystics 
and great teachers of the most venerated 
religions of the world. 

Ultimately, Matthiessen insists, it is 
imperative that we do not "dismiss 
those attitudes as something archaic, 
picturesque, to be pushed aside by that 
lunatic insistence on 'progress,' on 
'growth,' on gross national product, that 
is destroying the land and air and water, 
the wild animals and plants, the coun­
tryside, small towns and small business 
and small farmers, not to speak of qual­
ity and craftsmanship, birdsong, si­
lence, night, and the very soul of man." 

Rick Bruhn is an ecological historian 
living de,ep in the heart of Texas. 
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DEAR NED LUDD 
DEAR NED LUDD is a regufar feature in Earth First! for 
discussion of cr eative means of effective defense against 
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth 
First! movement nor the staff of Earth First! necessar ily 
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in 
DEAR NED LUDD. . 

THE OUTLAW'S BIBLE : HOW TO 
EVADE THE SYSTEM USING CON­
STITUTIONAL STRATEGY; E. X. 
Boozhie; Circle A Publishers , 8608 E . 
Hubbell, Dept. 45C, Scottsdale, AZ 
85257; 325pp.; paper; $12.95 postpaid. 

"The Outlwu'.~ Bihfe is not just a book 
for lawbreakers. It is for all people who 
undertake to seriously learn about the 
'iegal rights' supposedly available under 
the U.S. Constitution." -from the For­
ward by Avi Naftel. 

We received a complimentary copy of 
this book, and have all perused it with 
interest. Now, since most people out 
there engaging in illegal acts don't want 
to get caught (the exception being those 
engaged in civil disobedience) there is 
probably an all-too-human tendency not 
to plan for that possibility. This is unfor­
tunate, because if someone (a monkey­
wrencher, let's say) is arrested without 
having prepared for that eventuality, 
they are apt to voluntarily give away 
their constitutional rights to the au­
thorities, making conviction all the 
more likely. And as the reader of this 
book will find, your constitutional rights 
are few enough - damned few, as a mat­
ter of fact. It is the author's contention 
that the American justice system exists 
only for the benefit of the ultra-rich, and 
as you read these pages you will begin 
to suspect that, contrary to the media 
image of "lenient" courts, the judicial 
system has been working overtime 
since 1790 to l esse11 the constitutional 
protections afforded to the average 
citizen. 

The author concentrates principally 
on the protection afforded by the fourth, 
fifth and sixth amendments to the U.S. 
Constitution, which respectively guar­
antee (in theory, at least) a person's 
right to be immune from unreasonable 
search and seizure, to be free from hav­
ing to testify against himself or herself, 
and to have confidential communica­
tions with a lawyer. But in prnctice, the 
courts have over th,e yearn created an 
almost Byzantine sy\stem of exceptiohs 
to, and ramifications f, these ba,;ic con­
stitutional protections. hile e au­
thor agrees that it would be impossible 
for the average person to be completely 
versed in the complexities of our legal 
system (there are 7 111illioJ1 books on 
law in the Lib1·al"y of Congress), it is his 
contention that by following a few basic 
rnles, a person can reduce the risk of 
al"l"est , and if arrested, can maximize 
the likelihood that he/she will not be 
convicted. 

These basic rnles a1·e summed up in 
what Boozhie calls "The Ten Command­
ments.' ' The author cautions, "For 
those who make their living by breaking 
one law or another, it's safe to predict 
that inevitably they're going to get 
caught and punished ... no set of rules 
can guarantee that you'll never get 
caught, but if you consistently follow 
these you'll shift the odds immensely in 
your favor, and avoid making the need­
less mistakes which have resulted in the 
destruction of so many lives." 

Reviewed by Leon Czolgosz . 
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Dear Ned, 
In the Eostar edition Taos Parcl asked 

for comment on the suggestion that 
Clorox and Drano be used to deal with 
the metal posts of large signboard, This 
will not work - at least not in any 
reasonable length of time nor with any 
reasonable amount of the two chemi­
cals. However, the mixture of powdered 
aluminum and iron oxide called 
Exowelcl or Thennite - used for the 
welding of heavy steel, such as railroad 
rails, by the aluminothennal process -
may well do. Taos Pard should contact 
a supplier of heavy welding materials, 
preferably where he or she is not 
known, to get the mixture plus an igni­
ter and sheets providing instructions. 
A clay dam will be needed. I suggest 
the dam at the foot of the posts. Even 
if the operation does not cut through 
the posts it may weaken them so they 
have to be replaced, or soften them 
enough to cause them to bend over. A 
pre-experiment using a length of heavy 
steel may be worthwhile. The burn 
takes only 25 - 35 seconds and the tem­
perature can reach 5,000 deg. F. The 
same method might serve to burn 
through wooden signposts. 

Others speak of the problems of spik­
ing trees. I suggest they look up an in­
dustrial construction supply house to 
see the powder cartridge (about .22 cal.) 
guns used to fire staples into solid steel 
beams to anchor electrical and plumb­
ing conduits. These guns can be loaded 
so as to fire the steel staples many times 
before reloading and they should be us­
able to mess up a tree so that a saw will 
certainly strike one or more. They 
should go far enough into the wood to 
be undetected and difficult or impossi­
ble to dig out if detected. 

-Adenoid P. Tonsil 

Dear Neel, 
I was reading a newspaper article the 

other clay about those "war games" that 
so-called survivalists like to play. It 
seems that they like to stalk each other 
thrnugh the woods and "shoot" each 
other with pistols . Only instead ofusing 
real firearms they use C02 (carbon 
dioxide) powered guns that shoot a 
paint pellet. 

I checked with my local gun shop, 
and they stock these guns . There's a 
C02 pistol, .62 calibre, for about $100. 
It will fire a paint pellet 100 to 150 feet. 
There is a r ifle for about $150. And for 
those who want something cheaper, 
there's a blowgun (in both a 2' and 4' 
model) for $26-$30. 

What if someone shot these at 
billboards? The paint pellets probably 
only leave a small splotch, but once 
someone perfected their aim, just a few 
well-placed splotches could have an in­
credibly artistic effect on a billboard. 
You might check these toys out at a glin 
shop (the ones that cater to survivalists 

are best - most big cities have at least 
one such shop). Remember, if you plan 
on using your paint gun for anything 
other than innocent war games, make 
sure no one knows who you are when 
you make your purchase. 

- Billboard Bandit 

Dear Ned, 
Here's a cheaper variant of the "paint 

bombs" for billboards described in 
ECODEFENSE. This method was 
used by a buddy of mine to trash 
cigarette billboards. His method was to 
make paint grenades out of styrofoam 
drinking cups, to wit: fill a cheap (soft 
type) 8 oz. or bigger styrofoam cup with 
a mixture of about 1/2 water-based 
paint and 1/2 water. Then press on tight 
the plastic cap. The caps to these cups · 
have a small breather hole in them (used 
for the straw) - seal this hole with a 
dab of silicon cement. When throwing 
the grenade it is imperative that the 
bottom encl of the cup point toward the 
fingers . . . otherwise the G forces of 
acceleration might act before the cup 
makes contact with the intended target. 
No one pays attention to billboards; one 
can drive around and cover the town 
(dusk seems the ideal time), then sit 
back and watch the fun. 

- The Phantom Grenadier 

Dear Ned, 
If you see Blade Ruiner, ask him if 

he's tried stainless steel. I don't know 
how these magnetometers work that 
you're trying to fool, but if they only 
detect magnetic objects (as the name 
implies) then you're in luck. Stainless 
steel is not magnetic. 

-Ridge Runner 

.Dear Ned Ludd, 
Howie Wolke's arrest should send a 

message to monkeywrenchers: Don't 
get caught! I would like to see more 
safety measures in these pages. Here's 
one: 

Survey stakes are coated with a trans­
parent substance which rubs off onto 
hands and shows up under a florescent 
light. I have a friend who was up to her 
tricks in the woods, was stopped on her 
way out by police, and forced to expose 
her hands to a florescent light. Luckily 
she had worn dark cotton gloves and 
had left them on survey stakes with the 
middle fingers extended. Narrowly es­
caping arrest, she returned home to con­
duct an experiment. She rubbed her 
hands on fireplace kindling (survey 
stakes) and exposed them to a flores­
cent light. Sure enough, the incriminat­
ing paint lit up on her hands like a neon 
"guilty" sign. 

Dark cotton gloves are good insur­
ance for most of our field work. They 
are cheap, impossible to trace, and keep 
paint off fingers . They also don't leave 
fingerprints. 

-Dangerolopithicus 

Money in Your Coffeepot 

by Ron Huber 

If you're like most eco-activists, more 
than once you've been prevented from 
traveling to a demonstration or public 
hearing by a shortage of the old long 
green. Here's a quick and easy way to 
make dollars and get your point of view 
about local environmental issues across 
to a wide spectrum of humanity. 

Just pull into a rest area along one 
of the many interstate highways 
crisscrossing the US and set up a Free 
Coffee! stand. Donations from grateful 
travelers can average $10 per hour. A 
free coffee stand can be as simple or 
elaborate as you wish. Here in Oregon, 
we've used everything from slick hot 
food-mobiles to a noisy Coleman stove 
on the trunk of a car. Either way works 
equally well. You'll want to make prep­
arations ahead of time: 

*Location and Timing: Select a rest 
area midway between two large cities, 
or between a city and a major recreat_ion 
area . . ·Traffic will .be 'heaviest ' on 
weekends. Most traffic will be heading 

toward a recreation area on Fridays and 
early Saturdays, and back toward the 
city late Saturday and Sunday, so select 
your site accordingly. 

*Visuals: Prepare large , easy to read 
signs: one to greet incoming traffic, one 
for each bathroom door, two more for 
the sides of your vehicle. These signs 
will bear the mystic mantra FREE 
COFFEE. Make more signs with a 
clear statement of your local issue, to 
be posted where visitors read them 
while si1wing coffee. Bring handouts de­
tailing your issue clearly and dramat i­
cally, and include a phone number and 
address where they can obtain further 
information. 

*Coffee Supplies: A two burner stove, 
two coffeepots, cups and stining sticks, 
instant coffee, cream, sugar, cookies or 
pastries, water _and a small container 
to refill your water container from the 
restroom sin"k. 

*Operating Your Coffee Stand: Get 
there early. Park directly between the 
men's and women's restrooms. If you 

continued on page 23 · 



ARMED WITH VISIONS 

A COYOTE TALE 

She had picked Coyote up just west of 

Flagstaff as he held his right hand out hitch­

hiking and gripped with his left his old 

suitcase filled with fresh love letters. Said 

he was headed out to Second Mesa to see a 

pregnant lady he knew 

She laughed too much, talked the same, 

and referred always to her car as Prince. As 

it happens, the old heap was a Plymouth 

four door Valiant, so he also called it Prince 

(though he thought it rather silly). 

The girl claimed to .be ai;i Apache 

princess movie star, but he already knew 

she was just from Mescalero. After all, he 

did recall having . met her at a recent 

cocktail party out in Hollywood in 

California. That's when he 'overheard her 

tell some bad guy that she'd be heading 

back home when she got her 

unemployment. So he knew just when and 
' where to be on highway 40 going east. 

After sleeping several hours (while she 

talked) Coyote awoke to ask her why she'd 

picked him up. She continued rattling on 

but what she really said was: "I'm attracted 

always to bald men or to young men whose 

hair has turned too white too early and of 

course, to great big furry tails." (She had a 

fantasy-on-her-mind look.) 

STANDING ALONE 
Standing alone 
dreaming 
on every corner 
magic swirls through me and 

By Winslow she was feeding him 'bout 

anything he wanted (and taking care of 

tips) as he laughed and flirted with all the 

ladies -- waitresses and customers alike. 

As they drove north out towards the 

highway, she slowed the Prince to let a 

couple rednecks, in their white new pickup 

truck, pull out in front of them. They heard 

the insult echo "you goddamn Indians." 

She drove on about a mile down the 

road. Then Coyote made her stop the 

Prince. He jumped out howling and 

shouting out in clear pure English, "why 

don't you all go back to Europe?" 

Now it was dark except for fullmoon 

light and she was driving him to his 

destination in exchange for a look and feel 

of his pair of solid turquoise dice which had 

been carved (he claimed) by a Navajo 

medicine man in exchange for some love 

potion. 

On that lonely north-bound road inside 

the Dine' reservation bou~daries, Coyote 

saw a big MacDonald~' hamburger sign he 

didn't like. He thought, "how do these 

Indians here allow it?" 

He requested that she tum around and 

stop. Coyote left her singing to her radio on 

the roadside. 

-~e'ftl_ ... 
. ··~ ·. . ... 

the streets with jazz Oh streets 
undercurrents Believe the sky 

can open 
for everyone Tony Seldin 

Vagabond 

.. 
He climbed off, slammed the Prince's 

door, made his way through barbed wire , 

sand and brush, and came upon (or 

underneath) the sign. (It looked four times 

~mailer from the road.) So he said a little 

prayer. 

He began to pull and shake the huge 

posts holding up the MacDonalds' 

hamburger sign until he heard it crack out 

loud. He kept on a-shaking and a-pulling 

'ti! it came a-crashing down to his own size. 

Once on the sand-ground, he ripped it 

all apart, then hesitated for a moment, 

shaking off the sweat and smiling at the 

moon, and quickly did a fast war dance, 

complete with song. He howled to himself 

while looking at the big moon and pissing 

on the sign. 

He found the woman back at the Prince 

still singing at the radio. He asked her to 

drive on, then leaned over and whispered, 

"just had to take a piss." 

LORENZO 
Sonora 

MARTHA 

THE LAST CARRIER PIGEON 

SPEAKING TO THE ANIMALS 

Colleagues , ·1et me warn you: 

At any moment, 

A d inner p late ma y f ly out of th e sk y 

And s trik e y ou dea d. There are ha ndbags 

That would lea ve your naked muscu lature 

Drying in the breeze. Oh , I remember 

When I and mine 

Were what the weather was! But now 

The rain is a breakfast juice, 

My hearing goes to waste. the earth 

Grows lines I cannot see. Listen: · 

The streams babble in Japanese. Time 

Has begun to exist. my friends. We may lose 

The loud spring, the sometimes bloody claw. 

And how will the world be let? 

Receiving this sky, 

A gray monotony, they choose 

Who have not chosen. yet. 

Miiiipede 

Tucson 

DO 
'SOMETHING 

WILD! 
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Afw ~ /~e :8~e/ture. PF 
One-Of-A-Kind, Magical, 

Wild-Assed 

LIMITED EDITION LITHOGRAPHS 

~ e"ntr~erJ1'1/ ~r-.' c!'c~C-
____...LONE WOLF CIRCLES -

RESERVE, NEW MEXICO 87830 
-JP~v.r-

Custom Orders for 
Unordinary People. 

STOP THE DEFACEMENT 
OF OUR PUBLIC LANDS ANO NATIONAL HERITAGE! 

MEET THE AMERICAN CLEARCUT CRISIS "HEAD ON'.' 
WITH THIS CAP 

~ 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT NA­
TIONAL PARK, N.D., BADLANDS 
VIDEO, COLOR, I HR. NARRA­
TION. VHS-SP OR BETA II, $25.00 
POST PAID. MICHAEL MCGRATH, 
PO BOX 129, HEWITT, NJ 07421 
~ 

1986 ALASKA WILDERNESS 
STUDY PROGRAMS 

We are excited to offer our 1986 program. A respected authority will accompany 
each trip to provide an in-depth learning experience and one semester hour of 
credit is available from the U. of AK - Fairbanks. Coursework and credit are not 
mandatory as these trips are open to all. 

ALASKA TOMORROW: By Design or Default? Gates of the Arctic National Park; 
David Brower, Founder of Friends of the Earth and former executive director of Sierra 
Club; $1650; July 5-14, 1986. · 

LORD OF THE MOUNTAINS: Lore of Ursus Arctos; Noatak River; Gates of the 
Arctic NP; Gary Snyder, philosopher, ecologist, and Pulitzer prize winning poet; $1745; 
August 13-22. 

CATACLYSM AND RECOVERY: Explorations in the Valley ofl0,000 Smokes; Katmai 
National Park; Dr. Michael Nowak, Professor of Anthropology, Colorado College; $1440; 
June 23-July 2. 

WILDLIFE, HABITAT, AND MAN: Explorations in the Arctic Refuge; Arctic 
National Wildlife Refuge; Averill Thayer, former Arctic Refuge manager; $1650; July 18-27. 

CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT, AND THE CURRICULUM: Anaktuvuk Pass and 
Gates of the Arctic NP; Rayk Barnhardt, U AF Dept. of Rural Development and former 
director of the Center for Cross Cultural Studies; $1375; July 31-August 9. 

ALASKA RANGE: Northern Alpine Natural History and Conservation; Alaska 
Range canoe/hike; Dr. Robert and Judy Weeden, UAF Dept. of Biology, Fisheries, and 
Wildlife and acclaimed Alaskan conservationists; $625; June 12-19. 

A non-accredited canoe trip is planned from Dawson, Yukon Territory to Circle, 
Alaska on the Yukon River. Rich in fur-trader/goldrush history, this route allows us to 
visit the abandoned site of Fortymile and Eagle, AK. The guide will give instruction 
in wilderness skills including: canoeing, backpacking, cooking, shelter, and tips to safe 
adventuring in Alaska. Campfire discussion will center on the development of the 
conservation ethic in America, contemporary views of ecology, the Native Alaskan 
world view, the future of Alaskan wilderness, and other topics. $980; May 29-J une 6, 1986. 

"The endless mountains and wilderness are part of it, but what one gets above all 
else in Alaska is an appreciation of the land and a deeper sense of place." (Roger 
Rom, Alaska Wilderness, Inc.) 

contact: Roger Rom's ALASKA WILDERNESS, INC., PO Box 81267, Fairbanks, 
AK 99708; 907-455-6060 

HARD-TO-FIND BOOKS 
& 

other materials on 
Deep Ecology• Place• the "old ways" 

& 
other Earth-centered topics 

! S£NO FUR FRlE CATALOG : 
Only $8 postpaid to: 
S'JC, lnc. 

MStumps and Stripes" flag printed 
in red on whl te forecrown of navy 
blue mesh cap . 
Enbossed gold "braids" on visor 
make this issue a matter of honor! 
One size adjusts to flt all. 

P. 0. 80)( 1901 
Kalispel 1, Mt. 59903 
A non profit Kick-Ass 
Conservation Organization 

v,,,~ 

~
-n->-.-

~------ ~il ----------~~ · · "~~ 
r:ERTIS: IN =RSTI I ~J WAY OF THE MOUNTAI~ 

\ ) LEARNING CENTER ~ ~ 

l

lil Our advertising rates are as follows: 11!1 
Full page • $110, Half page - $70, 
Fourth page - $40, Column inch - $4. 

<rl Box 542 (V 
\~ Silverton, Colorado 81433 /) 

El Columns are 2 3/8 inches wide. Page Ill 

~ fractions may be done in a variety of m 
ways but all ads must be 2 3/8, 5 3/4, ru 
7 3/8, or 9 3/4 inches wide. Ads that 

~~ · /~~// . 
---------~ . ! .~ ----------___:-::::._----

~El do not fit these dimensions will be ~Bl· 
PMTed to that width and an addi-
tional $5 will be charged. All prices 

Ill are for camera-ready copy. Classified Iii 

m a~s :ire available for 10¢ a word ($2.50 ' 
ru mm1mum). m 
ai==::=im e e e El 

FREEDOM INSURANCE! 
Alternate Identities Book 
$10.00. Suruiual Book List 12. 
Tech-Group, Box 93124, Pasadena, 
CA 91109 DEALERS ~ED'! 

~~ ENJOY THE WILDERNESS NATURALLY! 
We've backpacked and canoed the least-used wilderness 
in the Rockies and Southwest for 20 years. TAKE OFF 
WITH US WILDLY -- CLOTHES-OPTIONAL YEAR-ROUND. News­
letter annual sub,: $1.50, Box 845, EvergreenD CO 804J9. 

tar othe r rivers) 00 ! 
. cot-ORA 

VE THE 
SA Write: 

FOR-Southwest 
Box 1115 
Flagstaff ; · AZ B6002 

Commercially-operated and licensed > 
raft/paddle trips and Kayak support 
on Grand Canyon. Cataract. Green, 
San Juan. Dolores. AT SPECIAL 
LOW PRICES, AS BENEFIT to 
FRIENDS OF THE RIVER, 

. in its effort· to protect the Colorado. 
from "peaking power" and other 
energy development. 

--.J ~~ ....... ~----~=~~~~~~==~===!~~S!Y=~r=~~ PfiClfIC IUVtll SUPPLY 
6044 Bernhard. Richmond. CA 94805 

Explore the Beautiful Gros Ventre Wilderness with: 

Howie Wolke 1 s WILD HORIZONS EXPEDITIONS 

June 23 - 28 
Regular Price: $400 

50% discount for first Earth First! subscriber to sign up! 
30% discount for second Earth First! subscriber to sign 
20% discount for all other Earth First! subscribers. 

If Howie is still in jail, the trip will be guided by 
either Gary Steele or Larry Campbell, both of Montana 
Earth First! . This is a superb trip for wildlife viewing, 
especially moose, elk and bighorn. 

Call or write: 
ild Horizons Expeditions, Box 2348-EF!, Jackson, WY 83001 

(307) 733-5343 
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Top quality river gear 
at the lowest price possible. 
Also rentals. New and used. 

Rafts from $300, oars, 
life-jackets, pumps, kayaks, etc. • ~-··· P.HCifIC IUVfll SUPPLY 

232-0822 

., Use Recycled 
• • Paper 
• flsend for our FREE CATALOG of: 

•note cards •copy paper 
• stationery • computer paper 

• typing paµer • printing paper 

In the U .S .. we throw away ''2 of the entire world production 
of paper. That's 100 billion pounds a year going to the dump 
Earth Care gives you the opportunity to choose recycled 
paper. Our paper is equal in quality to non-recycled paper, 
plus it ~equites less enefgy to produce, stops waste. and 
saves trees. Our tree catalog includes paper samples and 
color pfints of our notecards and stationery. Help us change 
the American waste ethic. 

_ _ CanP_.Co. 

325-dc Beech Ln .• Harbor Springs. Ml 49740 

WILD AMERICA 
IS OUR CAMPUS 
Career programs leading to 
M, B.S. and M.S. degrees 
You can't fully learn about the envi­
ronment by sitting in a classroom. 
Our expeditions are small groups of 
inquiring college, high school, grad­
uate students and· faculty who travel 
across America as a learning com­
munity. As we camp out September­
May or summers-hiking, canoeing 
and skiing-we visit people and 
places to encounter deep ecological 
problems, society and self. Our 4-
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies 
-Newfoundland to California-lead 
to naturalist, outdoor and educa­
tional livelihoods. 

The Expedition Education Advan­
tage. Q incorporates all previous 
.1,1ndergraduate coursework, Q of­
fers accredited career internships. 
independent study, life experience 
credit and transferable coursework, 
Q awards financial aid aRd career 
startup funding. 

Send for complete information packet or inquire: 

National Audubon Society 
Expedition Institute 

Sharon· Conn. 06069. 
(203) 364-0522 

Students are admitted regardless of their r:ace. 
sex, religion or national origin. 

\. 



BACK ISSUES . 
Yes back issues of E a1th First! are available for 

$2 apiece (to cover our postage and handling ex­
penses). Some of the early issues are already out 
of print and numbers are nmnmg low on others, 
so order those you wish now. 

YULE Dec. 21, 1981 (Vol. II, No. II) First Earth 
Pirst' Road Show: Oil Leasing in Wilderness Areas; 
EF'' Presei·ve System: Many early photos of Eaith 
Pirst!. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1982 (Vol. II . No. III) Earth 
First! by Dave Foreman (reprinted from Th~ Pmg· 
l'essire): letters from Proqress1ve readers: Oil Leas­
ing in Wilderness Areas . 

EOSTAR March 20, 1982 (Vol. II , No. IVJ Mar­
clie Murie Interview; Canyonlands Nuke Dump: 
EF! meeting in Eugene. · 
BELTANE May l, HJ82 (Vol. II. No . V) Little 
Granite Creek Drilling Cont1·oversy; GO Road; 

. J ohn Crowell ; Wes:el'll Civilization by Chim Blea; 
Monkenvrenching Seismo Crews; Jail: A Primer. 

LITiIA June 21, 1982 (Vol. II, No. Vil Little 
Granite C1·eek; Moab Roads a BLM WSA; Chim 
Blea on Babies; Dinkey Creek & McKmley 
Sequoias: What To Do as an EF' !er; Caribou in 
Maine. 

LUGHNASADH Aug. 1, 1982 (Vol. II, No. VII) 
Rendezvous at Little Granite Creek; Dustrucl Re­
signs as EF' E.ditor; Gary Snyder 01! Violence; 
Canyonlands Nuke Dump; Little Granite Survey 
St akes Pulled. 

MABON Sept. 21, 1982 (Vol. II, No. VIII) Out 
Of Print 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1982 (Vol. Ill, No. I) BLM 
Rotten in Utah by Clive Kincaid; Eel Abbey on 
Books & Gurus· Bob Marshall's 1927 Inventory of 
Big Wilderness'; Dear Neel Ludd/Closing Roads; 
Foreman Runs for Sierra Club Board; Mama Rue 
on Samhain; Bill Devall on Nuclear War; Foreman 
on Endangered Species & Wilderness; How To Do 
An EF! Wilderness Proposal. 

YULE/BRIGID Dec. 21, 1982 (Vol. Ill, No. II) 
Salt Creek Blockade; Nightcap Blockade in Au- · 
stralia· Bist i Mass Trespass;. Howie Wolke on Real 
Wilcle~ess ; Ned Luclcl/Closing Roads;_Foreman on 
Primeval Wilderness Management; Bill Devall on 
Earth Bonding; Foreman .on Books; Ed Abbe:y on 
Pigs; Mama Rue on Yule; Wilderness & the Bible; 
Juniper Chaining in Utah; Bisti. · 

EOSTAR March 21, 1983 (Vol. Ill, No. III) 
Franklin River Blockade in Australia; Salt Creek 
Blockade; GO Road and Bald Mt Road; Chim Blea 
on Domestication; Howie Wolke orl RARE III; 
Bisti · Circus; Deciduous Forest Ecosystem Pre­
serve; Nightcap Blockade Photos (Australia); EF! 
White Cloud Wilderness Proposal(Jdaho); Ned 
Luclcl/Cutting Torch; Howie Wolke on the Wilder­
ness Act; Road Show Diary; EF! in Sonora; Spurs 
Jackson on Books; Ed Abbey on The Big Woods; 
Navajo Sam; Nagasaki J ohnson on Tactics; Mama 
Rue on Eostar; Creative Littering. 

BELTANE May 1, 1983 (Vol . III, No. IV) Bald 
Mt Blockade; GO Road; Howie Wolke on Modera­
tion; EF! Wyoming Wilderness Proposal; Canyori­
lands Nuke Dump; Maze Tar Sands; EF! Smashes 
Earth Last!; Neel Ludd/Helicopters; California 
Desert Sellout by BLM; Otter G'Zell on Whales; 
Mama Rue on Beltane; Reenchantrnent of the 
World Review; John Seed on Australia Rainforest 
Direct Action; Bigfoot Interview. 

LITHA June 21, 1983 (Vol. III, No. V) Wilder­
ness War in Oregon; Bald Mt Blockaders' Personal 
Accounts; Mama Rue on Summer Solstice; EF! Wil­
derness Preserve System and Map; Head of Joa­
quin on Utah; EF! Glen Canyon Demonstration; 
Franklin River Victory in Australia; Neel Ludd/ 
Radios; GO Road Stopped; Reform of the Forest 
Service; Ed Abbey on Conscience of the Con­
queror. 

LUGHNASADH Aug. 1, 1983 (Vol. Ill, No. VI) 
Bald Mt Road Stopped!; Round River Rendezvous; 

J liarcy Willow: You; Chim Blea on Population Con­
trol; Photos of EF! Glen Canyon Demo; The Eri­
dangered Rainforest ~y John Seed; Watt Enters 
Coyote (A Greek ~edy)'by· Marc Brown; John 
Seed on Anthropocentrism; EF! and Dignity; 
Mama Rue on Lughnasaclh. 

MABON· Sept. 21, 1983 (Vol. III, No. VII) OUT 
OF PRINT ·, 

.. .. . ... . . •.• ~l~~~~-~.::;:; ... ':;'•b,·~~;~,~ •• ·~·':r~;~'i;. 
•Earth First! The Rad.ical Environmental Journal - is an independent .entity within the broad Earth First! movement and • 
: . serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund a : 
: variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today! ! 

: earth First! LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS - Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First! : 
!and insure you'll get Earth First! The Radical Envirom.nental Journal for life (yours or ?urs-whic~eve_r is shorter)? Then become : 
•a life subscriber! Send us $300 and you've got it. Or, 1f you prefer, make a tax-deductible contnbut10n of $500 or more to the ! 
!Earth First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth First! : 

:GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS - Introduce others to Earth First! and :receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice, 30 silent : 
!ao-itators or a little monkeywrench for each gift subscription you make. Indicate what you would like on the form. • 
• h'"' ' . 

!Keep us informed of address changes. - The post office will charge us 30¢ for an address correction and won't forward your paper. 
• 
•clip and send to EARTH FIRST! P.O. Box 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703 

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1983 (Vol. IV, No. I) Sin­
kyone Redwood Blockade; EF! National Forest '· 
Campaign; Rainforest Burgers by Roselle; Bald Mt ··.,. 
in Retrospect; EF!: The First 3 Years (with many 
photos); Howie Wolke on the Forest Service· Con­
servation Biology review; The Battle of Salt Creek 

Here's $15 or more for a one year subscription to Ea.rth First! 
Here's $15 (or1 $25/foreign/first class) to resubscribe to Earth First! 
Here's an extra $m Send Earth First! First Class 
Here's $25 (US funds only). Send Earth Fir.~t! to me First Class in 
elsewhere outside the USA. 

Canada ·or Mexico or smface mail 

~ere's $40 (US funds only). Send me'"Earth First! Air Mail outside the USA. (an epic poem) by Marcy Willow; Watt's Last EIS. 
YULE Dec. 22, 1983 (Vol. IV, No. II) Forest 

Service Att acks Wilds, National RARE II Suit, 
DARN Report, Wolke on the Forest Service; EF! 
Utah Wilderness Proposal; EF! Ishi Wilderness 
Proposal (California); How To Do An EF! Wilder­
ness Proposal; Ed Abbey in Utah; EF! Black Rock 
Desert Wilderness Proposal(Nevada) ; Sinkyone 
Struggle; Greenpeace in Siberia; An Ecological & 
Evolutionary Ethic Review; Coors "Beer ;" Chim 
Blea on the Humanpox;. Ned I:;uddNehicle Modifi­
cations. 

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. III) Oregon 
RARE II Suit; EF! Idaho Wilderness Proposal; 
Tuolumne; Forest Service Arrogance; Ned Ludcl/ 
Smoke Bombs; Head of Joaquin on Trapping; Coors 
in Shenandoah. 

EOSTAR Mareh 20, 1984 <Vol. IV, No. IV) 
Burger King Protest; Shipwrecked Environmen­
talism; Solomon Island Rainforest Action; Bald Mt 
Road Crumbles; Southern Utah Wilderness; Dave 
Brower/Muir's Disciple by Bill Devall; Ned Ludcl/ 
Tree Spiking & No Evidence; Mama Rue on En­
lightenment; 1984 Road Show; rM~":': Daintree 
Buried Protestors. ~ • 

BELTANE May l, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. V) Cabinet 
Mts Grizzlies & Mining; Forest Service Appeals 
Form; Wolke on the Role of EF!; EF'! Owyhee Wil­
derness Proposal(ldaho, Oregon & Nevada); Angel 
Dusting Grizzlies; Middle Santiam; Colorado Rec­
reation Dollars; EF! Arizona Wilderness Proposal; 
Arctic Wildlife Refuge Violated; Bolt Weevils; De­
vall on the Australian Environmental Movement; 
Neel Ludd/Survey -3takes & Disabling Vehicles; 
Deep Ecology & Reproduction; Save the Tuolumne 
Rally. 

LITHA June 20, 1984 (Vol. IV, No_ VI) Middle 
Santiain Blockade; Chim Blea on the Big Outside; 
Cabinet Mts & Grizzly; Coors in Shenandoah; 
Saguaro Nati<>nal Monument Mine; Murder on Key 
Largo; Burger IGng Demonstrations; Daintree 
Rainforest; Ned Ludd/Rising & Falling Birds; EF! 
Protests Canyonlands Nuke Dump; Sterile Forest 
Review; Basic Principles of Deep Ecology; Sin­
kyone Continues. 

LUGHNASADH Aug. 1, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. VII) 
Middle-Sa..ntiam )3lockade; EF! Occupies Montana _ 

~.-Senator's Oh'fft!\f'North American Bioregional Con­
gress; Round River Rendezvous; Montana on Civil 
Disobedience; Petroleum· Conflicts with Wilder­
ness Analyzed; Everything You Ever Wanted To 
Know About The Forest Service Part 1 by B.obcat; 
Sacred-Cows; Foreman on Professionalism; Hunt­
ing Wild Life; Devall and Sessions on the JlOoks 
of Deep Ecology. -

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1984 (Vol. V, No. I) EF! Oc­
cupies Regional Forester's Office (Oregon); P • r­
des~y Avengers Spike Trees; Old Growth R ; 
"What Do You Expect To Accomplish?"; Cop~ . d 
on Bald Mt; Your Taxes Destroy Rainfore'st; Down 
(With) The Amazon; Green Politics; . Eltbusters; 
Roxby Downs in Australia; Wilderness - the 
Global Connection; Ned Ludd/Water & Machines; 
Forest Service Appeal Form; Everything ~ou E~r 
Wanted To Know About The Forest Service Pilrt 
2 by Bobcat; Direct Action by Devall & ~Ions: 

.... Gary Snyder: Song of the Taste; Beyon~acred 
~o~s; Stiles in Defense of Dogs. f"'/ 

··----• ·----• • ·----• •----• • 

We are a government agency or an exploitative corporation. 
Class mail). 
Here's $300 or more for a life subscription to Earth First! 

Here's $50 for a subscription ($75 for First 

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here's $15 or more. 

I'm broke. Please send me a subscription for $. ___ ~ 

Please change my address. My old zip code was: ----------------- -------

:Name---------------------'--------------- ----------------
• :Address ________________________________ ________________ _ 

• 

• 

: City State Zip ! 
• • 
! The EF! subscription list is kept .entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that : 
:James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address. · ! 

·······················································~······~··~······················ 
YULE Dec. 21, 1984 <Vol. V, No. II) Texas Wil­

derness Logged; 30,000 Miles of Road in RARE 
II Areas; Bridger-Teton Forest Supervisor; 
Alaska: Kadashan, Denali, & Johnny Sagebrush; 
Middle Santiam Trials; Japan Grizzly; German 
Nuke Dump; Chipko; Solomon Islands Rainforest; 
Daintree Rainforest Buried Protest; Environmen­
tal Professionalism Discussion; 1984: Wilderness 

" Boom or Bust?; A National Range Service; Non­
Game; Devall on Whither Environmentalism?; 
Cecelia Ostrow on Deep Ecology; Hardesty Mt 
Tree Spiking; Eel Abbey on Ecodefrnse. 
: BRIGID Feb. 2, 1985 (Vol. V, No. III) Meares 
Island; Military Land Grab in West (Supersonic 
Overflights); Mission Symposium; FS Employment 
Tyranny; National Park Mining; Florida Panther; 
Shooting Wolves from Air; Cathedral Forest Peti­
tion; North Kalmiopsis; Cri.ticizing the Environ­
mental Movement; En<l_ "'f the Yellowstone 
Grizzly?; In Defense of Western Civilization; Stop 
Planting Trout; Ned Ludd/Bigfoot. 

EOSTAR March 20, 1985 (Vol. V, No_ IV) 
Rocky Mountain Gas Drilling; EF! Gives DOE 
Nuke Waste; Montana Wildernes~ Demos; Yel­
lowstone Grizzly Management; Texas Demo; Rain­
forest Report; ~edish River; Wayne NF; South­
ern Utah; IGng lh.,nge; Arctic NWR Desecrated; 
Joseph Canyon; J crll:i Day Mining; Great Exchange; 
Acid Rain; In Defef'.j!e of Humor; Wolke on Hunt­
ing; Nagasaki on Symbols & Lifestyles; Biocen­
trism ofWestern Civilization; Ned Ludd/Advanced 
Billboarding. 

BELTANE May I, 1985 CVol.V, No.VJ Yellowstone's 
\\iatergate, Snowmobiles in Yellowstone, Alabama Wilder­
ness, Denali Mine, Grand Canyon Mine, Middle Santiaru, 

... ~fare Ranchers, Great Exchange. Welcome to Earth 
First!, Critters Protest Bighorn NF Plan, RNR Manage­
ment, Beaverhead NF, Pine BeetJes, African Parks. 
Poisoned, Real Environmental Professionalism, Dark Side 
of Wilderness, Review of FJ;;ume11ted'Fo1~st. 

LITHAJune21, 1985, (Vol.V, No.VI) Road Frenzy, Tree 
Climbing Hero, Old Growth Actions in Oregon, EF! Guide 
to NF Planning, Aircraft in Grand Canyon, Mt. Graham 
Observatory, Jarbidge Elk, Hells Canyon, Grand Canyon 
Mine, Rainforest Insert & Ten Questions, King Range, Mike 
Frome on Fat Cat Conservationists, Review of Meetirig Ike 
Eicpectations of the Land, Review of In the Rainfurest, 
Strategic Monkeywrenching, Advanced Tree Spiking, 
Tyrone (WI) Nuke. 

LUGHNASADH August 1, 1985 CVol. V, No. Vll) Battle 
for Millenium Grove, 3 Be8rs in Yellowstone, Oregon Over­
view, Montana (Hall Creek.Well, RARE JI bill, Swan Range 
Motocross), Yellowstone Biwn, Mike Frome on Yellowstone, 
~hingt.on Rendezvous, Ozark NF, Stikine River Dams, 
Mogollon Rim Logging, Salmon River, Mt. Rainier Shit, 
'86 RRR, Dreaming Big Wilderness, Jeff Sinnon, Tree Spik­
ing & Moral Maturity, Deep Ecology & Life Style, Blade 
Ruiner: Tree Pining, Wolke Busted, Fire Stops Logging, 
Hands-On Forest Planning, Valve Lapping Compound, Lone 
~If on Animal Music, Reviews: Emeral.d Furest, Green 
Politics, Chuarig Tzu, lntemtl Envir. Policy. 

MABON September 22, 1985 (Vol. V, No. Vlll) Arizona 
EF! (Overview, Mt. Graham, Grand Canyon Mines & 
Helicopters, Cliff Damn, Coconino Roads), Texas Wtlder­
ness Logging, Militarization of the West, Nevada Wiider­
ness, Franee Sinks Rainbow Wanior, Notes from a Maturing 
Tree-Hugger, Utah BLM Wilderness, Gila Wilderness, 
Stikine River, Florida Wilderness Recovery, Eastern Forest 
Preserves, Natives & Natural Peoples, Ecological Decay/ 
Political Violence, Blade Ruiner: Ceramic Spikes, Lone Wolf 
on Country Music, Reviews: Who Speaks far Wolf, Seeing 
Green, Parable of the Tribes , Natural Alien. 

SAMHAIN November I, 1985 (Vol. VI, No.I) Battle for 
The Bear, M~, Graham Scopes, Clockwork Grizzly, Ski 
Yellowstone, Grant Village, Montana EF! Climbs Marais 
Pass Monument, Hells Canyon Logging, Austalian Wood­
chipping, Colorado Water Diversions, E_nvironment & 
Peace, Stein Tulley (BC) Logging, Louisiana-Pacific Strike, 
Camel Cigs Against Rainforest, Carole King on Idaho Wil­
derness, Rainforest Insert, Mann Creek (ID), Wild Horses, 

Second Thoughts on Fire, Blade Ruiner. Ceramic Spikes 
II, A Cop on Security, Lone Wolf Circles on Poetry, Recom­
mended Periodicals, Reviews: Cry Wolf, Meares Island, 
Earth Wisdom. 

YULE December 21, 1985 (Vol. VI, No.II) Highjacking 
of FOE, Colorado EF!, Texas EF!, EF! in Southern Califor­
nia, Bay Area EF!, Maine (Big A Damn, Straight Bl\Y 
Damn), Sinkyone, Congress on Griz, Pinnacles Pigs, SS 
Watt, Japan, British Columbia Wilderness Logging, Think­
ing Like a Rainforest, Big Mountain Relocation, Australia 
Update, International Rainforest Conference, Blade 
Ruiner: Quartz Tree Spikes, Trapping, Wolves & Moose in 
Alaska, Bioregional Approach to Wilderness, Montana Sell­
out, Spotted Owls, Lone Wolf Circles on Indian Music, 
Reviews: 1lmiirig Puint, Nuclear Battlsfislda, Dsclarotion 
of a Heretic, Death of Naturn, American Huntirig Myth, 
Parable of the Tribes reply. 

BRIGID February 2, 1986 (Vol. VI, No.111) Cutting the 
. Tongass, Dian Fossey, CO EF!, '86 RRR, Gallatin NF, Ore­

gon Update, Colo. Aspen, Calif. Condor, Desert Eagles, 
Hall Creek Protest, Bruneau Snail, Bleeding Utah, EF! 
Acid Rain, Texas Boggy Creek, Designer Genes, Seed in 
India, South Moresby, World Rainforest Report #5, Fore­
man on Cowboys, Stoddard on Death, Feb. Pagan Festivals, 
Wuerthner on Forest Fire, Technology & Mountain Think­
ing, Spiking Refinements, Lone Wolf Circles on Gary 
Snyder, Stephanie Mills: RRR Thoughts, Reviews: Books 
on Mountain Lions and Grizzlies. 
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EARTH FIRST! 
TRINKETS & SNAKE OIL 

CAMOCAPS PROPAGANDA 

We've got a variety of camoflage baseball caps. They come in either 
woodland or desert camo .. There's 100% cotton cloth backs or mesh 
backs. They all have adjustable tabs so one size fits all. The EF! fist 
logo and the words "EARTH FIRST!" are printed in black. Specify 
which style you want or we'll jsut send you what we think is best. 
$8.00 postpaid 

BOOKS 
ECODEFENSE 

WINDOW STICKERS 

Green EF! fist with the words 
"EARTH FIRST! No Compromise 
in Defense of Mother Earth " in 
green on 3 inch diameter white 
vinyl 4 for $1.00 postpaid 

Helen Wilson's 
WILDLIFE NOTECARDS 

,(-)!- 0c/),~2 ~~~ <::::::---::?o= ~-_::_ ~---,,, .-.;? ___ ,~ . ~ 

~ 

. ~ ' 

For all of you fans of the critters drawn 
by Tucson artist Helen Wilson which 
pepper our pages, we are now offering 
Earth First! Notecards featuring Helen's 
work. Twelve notecards come for $4.50 
postpaid - three each of Grizzly, Moose, 
Quail, and Ringtail. These are printed on 
attractive recycled paper. 
All proceeds to protect the habitat of our 
friends featured on the cards. 
$4.50 postpaid 

HAYDUKE LIVES 

SILENT AGITATORS 
Fun to stick anywhere - bar, 
bathroom s, Freddie offices, tra il 
r egister s, d ea d bull dozers , 
anywhere. 

COORS · Spread the word on 
these land rapers. Black words on 
green stickers. 
Coors is Anti-Earth 
Coors is Anti-Women 
Coors is Anti-Labor 
AND IT TASTES AWFUL! 
BOYCOTT COORS 

EARTH FIRST! FISTS 
Green EF! fist logo with words 
"EARTH FIRST! No compromise in 
Defense of Mother Earth" in red 
ink. FVH inch diameter. 
30 for $1.25 postpaid 

"A Field Guide to Monkeywrenching" edited by Dave Foreman with a Forward! by 
Edward Abbey. 185 pages of detailed, field-tested hints from experts on Tree-spiking, 
Stopping ORV's, Destroying roads, Decommissioning heavy equipment, Pulling survey 
stakes, Stopping trapping, Trashing billboards, Hassling overgrazers, Leaving no 
evidence, Security ... and much more. Heavily illustrated with photographs, diagrams, 
and cartoons. $10 postpaid. EMBROIDERED BUMPERSTICKERS 

PATCHES · All of our bumperstickers are green DEEP ECOLOGY 
"Living As If Nature Mattered" by Bill Devall and George Sessions. 263 pages, hardcover. 
This groundbreaking book presents the philosophical fundamentals for the defense of 
Earth, discussing biocentrism and intrinsic value. Appendices by Dolores LaChapelle, 
Gary Snyder, John Seed, Carolyn Merchant, Robert Aitken and Arne Naess. $17 postpaid. 

7 • ··· lettering on. long lasting white vinyl. 
Most are $1. postpaid each. The multi­
colored ones with flaga_ or designs are 

THE MONKEY WRENCH GANG 
By Edward Abbey with illustrations by R. Crumb. Signed by the author, hardcover. 
This 10th Anniversary edition is a true collector's item. $25 postpaid. 

GATHERING THE DESERT 
By Gary Paul Nabhan with illustrations 
by Paul Mirocha. If you love the Sonoran 
desert, you have to have this superbly 
written and illustrated book describing 

the natural history and human uses of 
the key plants of the Sonoran Desert. 
Hardcover, $21 postpaid. Destined to be 
an American nature classic. 

These are black 3 inch diameter 
· circles with a red mo11.keywrench 

and the words HA YQUKE LIVES 
in red. Sew them oy;,-Jour pack, 1'•3.t 
coat, whatever. $3.50 postpaid 

i.O.RDER .. FORM···EARTH .. F~fR.sT·!··.·rrR1~NKErr·s1 . . . 
: Make out checks tu "Eaith Fil'st!"' 01· send cash. Mail tu Ea1th First!. POR 5871, Tucson, AZ 8570;3. Please allow thi·ee week>". for: 
:delive!'y (contact us if it has not been l'eceived in that time). First Class delive!'y can be arranged. Entel' size, color, style, ete.: 
:ol'del's from outside of the United States must be in US cmTency and include extra fol' shipping. ' : 
• • 
:we al'e sometimes tempol'm'ily out of ce1tain items while waiting; fol' stock to aiTive. We'll send you the 1·est of ~·om· onle1· immediately! 
:and the missing item as soon as we 1·eceive it. If you are in a hmTv, g"ive us a second choice of colo1·s ofwhatevel' and when vou need it bv. : -: how 

Trinket Amount • 
t.mam: Description Color Size • . . . - . 
-

- -
-
-

/ -
- ( 

/' • 
~ . 

$ . 
• • - • • 

Sub-total . 
• Name 

Add 5rk sales tax if • . • • • 

$1.25 postpaid¥ - ~-... 

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRU<JS 

/ BOYCOTT 
COORS "BEER" · 

Damn the Corps 
Not Rivers 

DREAM-ilACK THE BISON 
SING BACK THE SWAN 

EARTH FIRST!* 
with or without flag 

Hayd-~kiiives 

HUNTERS: 
Did· a cow get your elk? 

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT 

Oil & Sears Don't Mix 
t _. _....,. .,:-" 

Rednecks for Wilderness 

REDNECKS FOR RAINFOREST 

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST 

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE 

SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE 
GRIZZLY 

(With Bear drawing and-r 
. No Ski Area logo) brown & red 

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE 
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY 

STOP CLEARCUTTINtr 

SUBVERT THE 
DOMINANT PARADIGM .... 

THINK GLOBALLY -
ACT LOCALLY 

VOTE GREEN! 

AMERICAN WILDERNES~. with flag 
!Address AZ delivery 

.. !' • . .. ...... LOVE IT OR . • : City, State Zip OKAY, HERE's . 
• - -• • : Page 34 Earth First! May 1, 1986 ' : 
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i.~EAVE IT ALONE 
~ 
"' "~ATlVElf.with globe 
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T-SHIRTS 
* * * "' * * * * * * • EARTH FIRST! • • * * * • *· * * * * 

Fist logo with words "EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense 
of Mother Earth!" in black on green, red or yellow in 100% cotton 
Beefy-T's or in french -cut 50/50 blend. $9.00 postpaid In kids sizes, 
too! Only color is green, 50/50 blend, sizes XS-L. $6.00 postpaid 
Specify kids when you order. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • TOOLS * * * • * * * * * * * • * 
John Zaelit's powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and 

new, the monkeywrench and the warclub crossed. Black design on tan 
or blue 100% cotton Beefy-T's. $9.00 postpaid 

Songs of fi!';lrtng, sheep 

and guns in Montana 

Texas Oasis; Pretty F.aper, Pretty 
Trees; If Cans Were Nickles; Shopping 
Maul; Village Creek; Holes; Snail Darter 
March; River Libber; Habitat ; ar.u lots 
more! $9.00 postp~i~ 

Ballad· of Billy Montana, Fossil Fuel 
Cowboy; Montana Cowboy, Last Great 
American Cookout, I Call my Mama 
Papa, and more! $6.50 postpaid 

·1 

Lone Coyote Records 
announces the release of 

Spirit IS Still On The Run . 
a collection of 

wilderness-oriented songs 
by Walkin' Jim Stoltz 

Jim has walked over 1 3,00Q 
miles thrn the backcountry of 
North America. writing songs 
along tf\le way which convey a 

/ ·--·a respect"f(})r the wild place s and the Earth itself. 
' Along 'The Great Divid.G (about hiking the 

ie Trail). Lone Lion R{ ms (a lock a.: the 
inking environment);,--;\S.· /'\.Desert Day Dies 

'""esert). Yellow'.;toneTales (a look at a · 

• • • • • • •DEFEND THE WILDERNESS * * * * * * * 
The monkeywrencher's shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver design 

on black 100% cotton Beefy-T's for night work or black design on white 
100% cotton 1$9.00 postpaid). Also available in black long sleeves Beefy­
T's ($11 postpaid) and in black french-cut 50/50 blend ($9.00 postpaid). 

• • • • • • • AMERICAN CANYON FROG • • • • • • • 
Roger Candee's popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus Abyssus 

Pistoffus) with the message "AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT 
OR LEAVE IT ALONE." A very colorful 4-color design on a grey 
100% cotton ~eefy-T. $11.00 pos,tpaid 

* * * * * .... * * THE CRACKING OF + • • + • • + + • 
GLEN CANYON DAMN 

Jim Stiles' infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one. little 
precision earthquake! Black design on blue or tan heather 75/25 blend. 
$9.00 postpaid 

CALENDARS& 
SPECIAL ON 

DREAM GARDEN 
CALENDARS! 

1986 Western Wilderness - $4 post­
paid 1986 Yosemite - $4.50 postpaid 
1986 Big Bend - $4.50 postpaid Ex­
quisite full color calendars celebrating 
the American Wilderness with literary 
and historical material scattered 
throughout. Get one of the finest nature 
calendars produced in the world today 
at a special discount only for Earth 
First! subscribers. Order from EF!, 

· POB 5811, Tucson, AZ 85703. Hurry! 
There are only a few left. 

" ..... -

' Writin ~ on The Rock (a true s tory'6,:..Ji;;-&;;;;e=-...l!!ia~_.~-..... a ..... •-;;-s:ii;o..1:~~~l'-'"" 
"~~etwaterTabout the Wyorn ing ""!lr..:.-..~~lfii~~~~~;""'.._~~915ii~~L:;;;;,~!iiii~~~~ 

.oOW-Trail. and four more tunes;_;-- --
. 1try. . _ • 
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PO BOX 5871 
TUCSON, AZ- 85703 

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

NOTE: A Red Check Mark 
on your Address Label 
Means your Subscription 
is Expfred. Please Renew! 
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