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TWO DOLLARS

By Jol

As Arizona Earth First! (AZ EF!)

ovows and becomes

ore active, we
surrounded by
es than we can
} include: an ob-
‘atory proposed for the top of Mt.
Graham; the Phelps-Dodge
smelter in Douglas, AZ; a uranium mine
proposed for a spot 13 miles south of
the Grand Canyon; aircraft trafficin and
above the Grand Canyon; the proposed
Rio Salado project, with its Cliff Dam

copper

for the Verde River; the Central Arizona

Project (CAP); Palo Verde nuclear
generating station; the proposed $20
million project to “improve” the Mt.
Lemmon Highway; development and
proposed changes in land use regula-
tions which threaten the Tueson Moun-
tains; a proposed 80 mile long under-
ground particle accelerator for southern
Arizona’s desert; and timber cutting
throughout Arizona National Forests,
with especially destructive cutting
along the north rim of the Grand Canyon
in the Kaibab National Forest and along
the Mogollon Plateau in the Apache-Sit-
greaves National Forest. AZ EF'! has
taken actions on several of these issues
and has more actions planned.

To oppose the Mt. Graham observat-
ory, we submitted comments and a Mt.
Graham Wilderness proposal to the
supervisor of the Coronado National
Forest. We also took part in a demon-
stration at a public hearing on the issue.
Our next action, on September 23, will
be a theatrical demonstration against
the Forest Service and Steward Obser-
vatory — the two main culprits on this
issue.

To pressure officials to close the
Douglas smelter, EF! joined GASP
(Groups Against Smelter Pollution) in
a demonstration outside the headquar-
ters of the Arizona Department of
Health Services — the state agency re-
sponsible for allowing Phelps-Dodge to
violate Clean Air Act guidelines. Our
next action will be a demonstration at
the Douglas smelter with GASP on Sep-
tember 21. We hope then to help or-
ganize a small national strategy-making
conference on acid rain, to be followed
by uncommonly imaginative nation-
wide demonstrations against acid rain.
(Any EF!er willing to help on acid rain
organizing, please contact us in Tucson.)

To combat Energy Fuels Nuclear’s
proposal for a Grand Canyon uranium
mine, we held a day of street theatre
and leaflet distributing in and near

continued on pg. 4

© Jimmy G. warning tourists of danger.

Photo by Dan Dagget.

Earth First! protests logging in Texas Wilderness Areas.

By Coyote

The US Forest Service has issued its
Land & Resources Management Plan
(and accompanying DEIS) for the Na-

{ tional Forests in Texas. It is safe to say

that this Plan is a disgrace in the eyes
of everyone except the timber industry.
The entire National Forest is slated for-
even-aged “management” (i.e. clearcut-
ting) during the next fifty years. Rota-
tion ages will be reduced, in some cases
to forty years. The Plan looks as if the
timber companies wrote the document.
Earth First! and other Texas environ-
mental groups are preparing volumin-
ous statements in opposition. The publie
comment deadline is October 17, al-
though it will likely be extended.

Earth First! has been active this sum-
mer in bringing attention to the shoddy
land management practices of the Texas
Freddies. Largely in response to the
logging of trees in Wilderness Areas,
great news media support of Texas
Earth First! activities has occurred. It
is hoped that the Forest Plan will draw
simila¥ publicity.

In May, the Forest Service co-spon—'

sored a “Wilderness Management Sym-

TEXAS WILDERNESS
LOGGING
CONTINUES DESPITE
PROTESTS

posium” with The Wilderness Society
in Nacodoches, Texas, in the heart of
the East Texas forests. Earth First! was
there, too, demonstrating against the
logging of hundreds (now thousands) of
acres of designated Wilderness in Texas
and Louisiana. Forty people protested
at the Symposium — many wearing ani-
mal costumes of such forest luminaries
as Woodsy Owl (give a hoot, don’t pol-
lute), a giant Turkey (representing the
Forest Supervisor), a Pine Beetle (the
critter who is supposedly responsible
for the logging), Bugs Bunny, Smokey
the Bear, and a cameo appearance by
our old eco-killer friend, Ronald
Reagan. The Freddies were terribly em-
barassed, coming out to yell at us for
leaving Silent Agitators in the restroom
of the Ramada Inn, where the Sym-
posium was held.

The proceedings had to be stopped
several times during the three-day
event due to the terrible din of air horns
being blown by passing truckers in re-
sponse to the signs held by our rowdy
agitators: “Honk for Wilderness,” “Save
the Pine Beetle,” and “We Had to Cut
Down the Forest to Save the Trees,

continued on pg. 7
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Around the Campfire

“Gentle wilderness, my foot!” I
thought as I was laboring like a dying
buffalo up over 12,880 foot high
Lamarck Col on the Sierra Nevada crest
last month. Unfortunately, the going
down off trail into Darwin Basin was
even tougher on my aging knees. I loved
it. All eleven glorious days of it. A fur-
lough from the industrial prison.

Earth First! has been raking in the
media coverage lately. Major articles
have appeared in The Los Angeles
Times, Chicago Tribune, Rocky Moun-
tain News, Boulder Camera, and Es-
condido Times-Advocate. The New York
Times has discussed Earth First! in ar-
ticles on the Yellowstone Grizzly and
uranium mining at the Grand Canyon.
The Chicago Tribune article was re-
printed in a number of other newspa-
pers. Quite a few papers ran brief arti-
cles or photographs of the Oregon tree
sitters this summer. We are getting this
media attention because YOU are doing
something out there — something
dramatic, something effective, .some-
thing that can reach the American
public.

Our emphasis this issue is on the re-
habilitation of Wilderness and visionary
proposals for Big Wilderness. Reed
Noss writes about Florida, R.F. Muel-

ler about’ potential-large preserves in -

the Appalachians, and I offer proposals
for the extraordinary BLM lands of
Utah and for my old stomping grounds
— the Gila in New Mexico. In addition,
Earth Firstlers in Juneau have devised
an International Wilderness Preserve
proposal for the Stikine River area in
Alaska and British Columbia of about
20 million acres. Whew! Now; there’s a
wilderness!

Can anglo environmentalists and In-
dians work together? That’s always
been questionable. But can Earth First!
and Indians work together? I hope so.
David Seals of the Black Hills Alliance
discusses this in what I think is a very
important article in this issue. I would
like to'see a natural and honest working

GUEST EDITORIAL
THE FOUR NOTCH IS DEAD,
LONG LIVE THE FOUR NOTCH!

By Ned Fritz

Editor’s note: In December, Earth
First! broke the disgusting story of
Forest Service pine beetle cuts in a
newly designated Wilderness Area in
East Texas. In spite of demonstrations
by Texas Earth First!ers, and a lawswit
by the Texas Committee on Natural Re-
sources, The Wilderness Society and
Sierra Club, not yet scheduled for final
trial, the Forest Service has accelerated
its cuttings — 121 between June 4 and
August 7. On August 4, the Sierra Club
and Wilderness Society won an injunc-
tion against the Forest Service for simi-
lar cuts in Louisiana, Arkansas and
Mississippi Wilderness Areas. Before

all of this, the whole program of cuts

%
o

Ned rttz in FourNotch. Photo by Brad Moore.
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to “control” beetles in wilderness-type
areas began in the old Four-Notch
Forest. Prominent Texas wilderness
leader and founder of the Texas Com-
mittee on Natural Resources, Ned
Fritz, here comments on what has be-
come of the Four Notch.

The Force Service has launched its
final assault on the hardened carcass of
what was once a beautiful Wilderness
Further Planning Area — the Four
Notech, in the Sam Houston National
Forest, Texas.

On July 19 and 25, the Forcers sol-
icited bids for building four permanent
roads through the large area formerly
encircled by the Four Notch Loop of the
Lone Star Hiking Trail, described in

together between Earth First! and In-
dians — in mutual respect, without
guilt, and with a firm commitment to
Earth. My tribal ancestors in northern
Europe were conquered by Middle
Eastern/Greek/Roman “Western”
Civilization one thousand years ago. We
may just have the same enemy.

This year’s campaign in the Cathedral
Forests of Oregon is winding down.
During the fall and winter, we hope to
bring you some analytic articles on the
victories, defeats — and lessons in the
Big Trees.

Finally, thanks very much for your
splendid response to the plea for con-
tributions to Oregon Earth First!, Mon-
tana Earth First!, the Earth First!
Foundation, and the Howie Wolke Legal
Defense Fund. All of you who sent in
money accomplished much good.

See you on the trail. The aspens
should be in fine color in the high coun-
try of the Blue and Gila in early October.

-Dave Foreman

SCHEDULE

Earth First! The Radical Environ-
mental Journal is published 8 times a
year on the old pagan European nature
holidays: Samhain (November 1), Yule
(December 21 or 22), Brigid (February
2), Eostar (March 21 or 22), Beltane
(May 1), Litha (August 1 or 22), Lugh-
nasadh (August 1), and Mabon (Sep-
tember 21 or 22). Deadlines for articles
are three weeks before the cover date
(October 10, December 1, January 10,
March 1, April 10, June 1, July 10, and
September 1). The newspaper is mailed
3rd class on the cover date. First Class
delivery is available for $5 extra a year.
Airmail delivery overseas is available
for $10 extra a year.

two chapters of my book Sterile Forest.

There is no point in opposing the
road-building. The Force Service has al-
ready demolished the Four Notch by
cutting 4000 acres of healthy, as well as
infested, pines in a disastrous two-year
campaign to control the Southern Pine
Beetle. They did not leave a merchant-
able pine uncut. They sold them all. In
the process they mashed and mangled
the hardwoods and other vegetation so
badly that they advertised portions of
the area for shearing and windrowing,
the final step of a clearcut before plan-
ting rows of pines. And yet, though oft-
rebutted, they continue in Hitlerian
style to cite the Four Notch as an exam-
ple of what damage the beetle caninflict
if not “treated” properly.

The Farce Service has won its unholy
war against our first big Wilderness ob-
jective in Texas, the Four Notch — the
citadel which we had protected through
a 1976 injunction and a long RARE II
struggle. We succeeded in saving it from
the frontal attack of acknowledged
clearcutting. In spite of diligent effort,
we failed to protect it from the sly and
deceitful campaign of “controlling” the
“vicious” beetle. The Farce Service
failed to prevent the beetle from spread-
ing and multiplying. What do the Fred-
dies care — they sold the trees and de-
feated our wilderness proposal.

The 90-year old pines of the Four
Notch are gone, and with them the
Southern tway-blade orchids of March,
the Woodcock, Parula warbler, and
Chuck-Wills-Widow nests of April, the
shady oaks and hickories of summer, the
Crane-fly orchids of August, the Nod-
ding ladies-tress orchids of November,
the champion Arrowood and Carolina
buckthorn trees, and all the rest of the

continued on pg. 3
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Earth First! The Radical Environ-
mental Journal is an independent pub-
lication within the broad Earth First!
movement. Entire contents are copy-
righted 1985, but we are pleased to
allow reprints if credit is given. Earth
First! is a forum for the militant en-
vironmental movement. Responsibility
rests with the individual authors and
correspondents.

Although we do not accept the author-
ity of the hierarchical state, nothing
herein is intended to run us afoul of its
police power. Agents provocateurs will
be dealt with by the Grizzly Defense
League on the Mirror Plateau.

Contributions are welcomed and
should be typed or carefully printed,
double spaced, and sent with an SASE
if return is requested. Art or photo-
graphs (black & white prints preferred,
color prints or slides OK) are eagerly
sought to illustrate articles and essays.
They will be returned if requested. No
payment is offered except for extra
copies of the issue.

All material should be sent to Earth
First!, PO Box 5871, Tueson, AZ 85708,
except for poetry which should go to
Art Goodtimes, Box 1008, Telluride, CO
81435.

Dave Foreman, Editor and Publisher

Wildeat Annie, Ely Office Manager

Marcy Willow, Associate Editor

Mike Roselle, Associate Editor

Christoph Manes, Associate Editor

John Davis, Assistant Editor

Randy Hayes, Rainforest Editor

Bill Devall, Contributing Editor

Art Goodtimes, Poetry Editor

John Seed, Australia Correspondent

Rick Davis, Japan Correspondent

Art: Jim Stiles, Helen Wilson, John
Zaelit, Mad Jack, Mike Roselle, Marcy
Willow, Brush Wolf, Lone Wolf Circles

Mailing: Tueson Earth First! Group

ADDRESSES

POB 235, Ely, Nevada 89301
(702)289-8636: Correspondence with
Wildcat Annie.

POB 5871, Tucson, Arizona 85703
(602)622-1371: Letters to the Editor,
Manuscripts, Art, Photographs, ete. for
Earth First!; Subscriptions, Changes of
Address, Inquiries; Merchandise Orders;
Clippings; General Correspondence;
Correspondence with Dave Foreman or
John Davis.

C/o FOE 1045 Sansome St, San
Francisco, CA 94111 (415)433-7373:
Rainforest Action & Information Net-
work; Correspondence with Randy
Hayes or Mike Roselle.

POB 1008, Telluride, Colorado
81435 (303)728-4301: Poetry, Correspon-
dence with Art Goodtimes.

Please send any newspaper clippings
mentioning Earth First! or dealing
with subjects of interest to us at POB
5871, Tucson, AZ 85703. Clippings
about monkeywrenching of any kind
would be appreciated. Thank you!

The Post Office does not forward 3rd
Class Mail but they do charge us 30
cents apiece to send us change of ad-
dress information. Please send us
your change of address immediately
so we can send $ where the action is
instead of to the Post Office. Some
people using clever aliases are not re-
ceiving their copies of Earth First!.
Be sure to notify your mailman that
“Attila the Hun” or “The Animal” re-
ceives mail at your address.




Letters to the editor are weicomed. Lengthy letters- may "be
edited for space requirement. Letters should be typed or care-
fully printed and double-spaced, using only one side of a sheet
of paper. Be sure to indicate if you want your name and location
to appear or if you wish to remain anonymous. Send letters to

POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703.

Dear EF!

T'd like to let your readers know that
my share of the royalties from all copies
of Resist Much, Obey Little: Some Notes
on Hdward Abbey (Dream Garden
Press, 1985) sold through EF! will go
to EF! itself.

Keep up the good work.

Gregory McNamee

Dear EF! Only my hectic schedule
and disorganized brain would allow a
catastrophe like this to occur. Of course
I want to keep getting the best nation-
ally read radical environmental journal!
Here’s my contribution with a small
bonus for beers for the crew or what-
ever.

A minor(?) bone to pick . . . I would
like to see more news about east of the
Mississippi happenings. What about re-
gional editors or something? Certainly
you must have a substantial number of

natural ecosystem.

Never to return.

But this wild world has not died in
vain.

“From these honored dead we take in-
creased devotion . . . .”

As I stated at the Fourth Annual Pow
Wow in the Four Notch on April 9, 1983:

We are grateful to the majestic wild
communities of this forest around us,
the Four Notch. Unknowingly these
sturdy plants and all the animal life
among them have become symbols of
resistance. Their struggle for survival
from the monoculture practices of the
Forest Service has inspired us to strug-
gle all the harder to save examples of
our natural heritage, to obtain wilder-
ness designation, if not for the Four
Notch, at least for other areas. If the
Forest Service succeeds, in its intent to
wrest the Four Notch from the people’s
use, by devastating it and planting
pines, this forest will still live on in our
souls and will inspire us to greater ef-
forts. The Four Notch will never die!

Three months later, with great fan-
fare, the deForest Service launched the
beetle-cutting program which ruined
the area for generations. But, even
though we had little apparent chance
for victory, we fought for other wilder-
nesses. After one more year, Congress
passed the East Texas Wilderness Act.
It lacked the 6200 acre Four Notch, but
included five significant areas north and
south of it.

And the spirit of the Four Notch still
lives on. We will fight the butchers of
the Four Notch in every remaining po-
tential wilderness and in every stand of
National Forest throughout the land.
Let the lesson of the Four Notch live
forever! Fight the butchers of our
environment!

MODERNE

your subscribers out here. The Litha
edition of EF'/ contained only one short
article concerning Walden Pond, the
highly symbolic but tiny pond of
Thoreau’s solitary escapes. You've got
your Costa Rica, Australia, Japan,
Rainforest etc., editors; why not mid-
west, northeast, southeast, or just east-
ern U.S. editor?

Otherwise, my congratulations on
your high quality, no compromise writ-
ing, poetry, and graphics. Keep up the
good work for our Mother Earth and all
the future generations of her offspring.

In Peace,

Gary Gyekis

Dear Gary,

All of our writers and editors are vol-
unteer. We'll gladly consider any arti-
cles submitted about the East.

-SFB

Hi,

This is to say I think the newspaper
is wonderful and that EF! is the most
politically/ecologically/spiritually  in-
spiring movement I've ever encoun-
tered. Please start my subsecription
with the Lughnasadh issue.

C.G.

Dear Dave,

I just returned from a week on Mrt.
Shasta. Shasta has inspired several fas-
cinating cults, but the most destructive
cult on the mountain at the present time
is the USF'S — building roads, planning
ski resorts and logging red fir.

Happy trails,

Bill Devall

Dear SFB,

Them thar wollie growers got thar
1080 pisen back on the range agen. We
ain’t got back to normal since they got
shut down in 1972. The paper sez Danial
J. Murphy, whots the Director of Gover-
mint Affairs fer the National Woolgrow-
ers Association, sezs they are losin 75
million a year to coyotes out of about 1
billion. Now fer a feller whots got to
take off his moccisins to count to 20,
thet do seem a bit stretched. If’n Ah
were in thet busniss, Ah think Ah would
take to sellin used pickups. Fer 75 mil-
lion dollars they could hire a lot of
sheephearders and guard dogs.

They figger on hangin a 1080 coller
on a sheep or goat, cause thets whar
the coyote is supposed to bite. Now, the
coyote is a lot smarter than all the wollie
growers and polyticians put together.
So, next thing, Ah recon they’ll be a
makin 1080 suppositories.

If'n it warent so serious, Ah could
laugh myself into the grave readin the
so-called regulations. Like only usin col-
lers whar they expect coyotes to kill
livestock. Recon thets somewhar be-

Wt el

tween San Francisco and New York
City.

The Navajo called him “God’s Dog”
an he’s been here a lot longer than them
dang cows and sheep. Real Americans
used ter eat buffler, the animal thets
supposed to live here and servive in the
winter by hisself. Instead we brung in
sheep and cows what need tendin. The
beef is so full of ferrin stuff yew don’t
know whot it’ll do to you. Thar aint no-
body whot likes thet greasy lamb fer a
meal thet Ah knows of.

Ah jist wonder whot the polyp-
ropolyne growers association does to
protect thar interests. Mabbe they raise
Cants latrans.

Wyanokie Al’s pal,

John Duke

Dear EF!,

Well I just left the Rendezvous, an
event that gave me my first real feel for
this here movement. I'm not sure
whether it was the commitment toward
change I felt from Earth Firstlers (I
look forward to the day I again get to
hear Jasper Carleton speak — that man
brought tears to my eyes and fury to
my soul); or the fact that I constantly
met smiling, warm, happy people (there

must be something to that); or the reali- -

zation that Earth First! is indeed on
“the cutting edge” of the wilderness
preservation movement, but I do know
that as a result of my being there I'm
ready to give my body and soul to this
much needed movement.

Lots of things happened up there on
the Uncompahgre Plateau that are
worth mentioning, but that is for the
next Journal to do. However, I did have
one experience — and resulting notion
— that seemed worthy of sharing with
Earth First! as a whole. On Thursday
evening, the first of two Deep Ecology
workshops was held. At its conclusion,
a human circle was formed for a time
of silence and reflection. While in the
circle, a woman across the way men-
tioned that it was the Fourth of July;
traditionally known as Independence
Day. Quick to follow was a statement
that Earth First!’s endeavor was a truly
patriotic one; the preserving of our
country’s (and world’s) natural systems.
It was then proposed — probably in-
spired by the foundations of “Deep Ecol-
ogy” — that we ought to call this day
“Inter-dependence” Day instead.

Well all this creative thinking got me
mighty excited, and in dwelling upon it
since then it seems EF! could adopt
(whether formally or informally) this no-
tion of July 4th as Inter-dependence
Day. Besides isn’t that traditionally
when the tribal gathering is held; a time
to celebrate the connectedness and its
ensuing movement? ' :

Tom Skeele

Yosemite, CA

Editor, Earth First!

I managed to get to two days of the
R.R.R. in Colorado Fri. and Sat. arriv-
ing late because of car trouble. And that
map of directions was horrible. To send
people to Nucla was an utter mistake.

First, a question; does the Rendez-
vous really have to be so unorganized
as to make it well nigh impossible to
know what is going on and when? Still,
the groups that I did get to had lots of
dedicated and knowledgeable deep ecol-
ogy experts and I enjoyed listening to
them.

I am in almost total agreement with
this Movement’s philosophy of no com-
promise. On the other hand, all this talk-
ing about monkeywrenching, protests,
spiking, and all the other legal and il-
legal activities will result, I am afraid,

with only isolated and short term ef-
fects, and, ultimately will not stop the
despoilers of our Earth. This doesn’t
mean I do not support these activities,
as anything that will even slow down
these utterly stupid actions has some
benefit.

The mostly white, young people at
this Rendezvous were fervent in their
devotion to the cause of saving the nat-
ural environment, but unfortunately, in
my opinion, the symptoms but not the
disease were being attacked. And to
me, the disease is the political system
in this country. Because of our influence
in the world that disease effects the en-
tire world.

You and I and the millions like us have
absolutely no representation in the cur-
rent political system. It is a sham! If
the people had real representation, I
doubt if we would have to worry about
destruction of grizzly bear habitat, acid
rain fallout, rainforest destruction,
clear cutting, and all the other concerns
of the Earth First! movement.

So, what would I advocate? To me,
the single most important step to begin
the cleansing of the political process is
to put a limit of 2 terms in any political
office, the same as the Presidency. This
should apply to all political offices on
the federal, state, and local levels. We
might lose a few friends as a result, but
think of all the nitwits and jackasses
who are the real enemies of the environ-
ment who would be eliminated. Another
worthwhile reform, but one more dif-
ficult because of its Constitutional prob-
lem, would be to put a limitation on the
number of lawyers who could serve in
any legislative body at the same time.
This profession is mainly just flunkies
and lackeys for the moneyed interests
who run this country. Any cutting down
of their numbers could not help but ben-
efit the vast majority of the people.

Without political reform, we are all,

" like Don Quixote, tilting at windmills.

Sincerely,
Donald Ash
Lake Elsinore, CA

Dear Earth First!

It is of vital importance to get copies
of Sacred Cows at the Public Trough out
to as many persons as possible. Most
important, I feel, are some “profession-
als” or otherwise leading conser-
vationists! I am shocked as to how “soft”
most — if not all — of them are on
ranchers and grazing (though many of
them confess that their softness is only
political reality and a desire to see BLM
wilderness bills as big as possible).

However, almost all seem to have al-
ready given in on allowing Colorado
Forestry wilderness “grazing language”
to be repeated ad nauseam in each and
every upcoming BLM wilderness bill!
First of all, this is unnecessary as the
original 1964 Wilderness Bill unfortu-
nately makes it quite clear that grazing
shall be allowed by law. Secondly, re-
peating the Colorado Forest bill lan-
guage in every BLM wilderness bill will
make it all that much more difficult to
eventually get that plague of cows and
sheep out of our intended natural areas
(national parks, refuges, and, yes, wil-
derness areas!).

Cows and sheep have been immensely
destructive to the native vegetation,
stream banks, water quality, and
wildlife of the West. Please, read Denzel
& Nancy Ferguson’s Sacred Cows at the
Public Trough for a good and highly
readable introduction to the power of
livestock to destroy much of the West.

continued on pg. 23

CAMPINCGr

ARE WE

. vorn alfen 7.20-84

Page 3 Earth First! September 22, 1985



GRAND CANYON URANIUM
MINE PROTESTED

By Mary Sojourner

Labor Day weekend south of the Grand
Canyon . . . indigo thunder-clouds rum-
bled in mid-afternoon, sun-flowers
blazed along Kaibab Forest Service
roads, the Tusayan Ranger Station’s
parking lot was packed with Coconino
Sheriff, Department of Public Saftey,
Forest Service and Grand Canyon Park
Service law enforcement vehicles, as
Dave Foreman and Nancy Morton
greeted me late Friday afternoon. We
were to meet Ranger Wayne Patterson,
who would guide us to our camp-site,
where 25-30 Earth Firstlers, Flagstaff
Canyon Under Siege organizers, an un-
dercover agent, Rainbow Family and
just plain folks would camp together,
planning and carrying out a series of
“educational demonstrations.” (We
hadn’t planned on the agent, but he
somewhat lackadaisacally leafletted an
entire day, so we couldn’t complain!)

Wayne met us at the front desk, look-
ing faintly worried. He said that some
of the area law enforcement people
wanted to meet with us, no big deal,
just to learn of our plans. I expected
we’d meet 3-4 officers . . . I was wrong.

After my heart stopped its fibrilla-
tions, 13 beige shirts, 26 ice-blue eyes,
13 pairs of shades on, off and being
slowly twirled in large hands . . . I told
them our plans: leafletting at 3 permit-
approved locations in the Park; some
-signs and demonstrators in radiation
suits at the Park boundary and the turn-
off to Energy Fuels Nuclear, Inc.’s prop-
osed Tusayan uranium mine-site; post-
ers and leaflets in front of the Canyon
tourist airflight companies in the town
of Tusayan. The gentlemen seemed a
little nervous. I reminded myself to
keep breathing and Dave told them we
don’t mix covert and overt activities.
Once we straightened out the difference
between overt and covert [a subtle dif-
ference which those of us not in the

Photo by Ted Fuentes-Williams.

ARIZONA (Cont)

Grand Canyon Village. The following
day we performed similar actions aimed
at aircraft abuse of the Canyon. Also 5
“Canyon Commandos” did a sneak at-
tack against the helicopter businesses
by hanging banners of protest near
Anasazi ruins along the north rim. (See
separate article in this paper.) These 5
EF'lers then reconnoitered points on
the north rim of Grand Canyon. They
found that logging is ravaging Kaibab
Forest land right up to the edge of the
canyon and that it is probably too late
for any legal means of protest to stop
this little-known desecration of
America’s grandest canyon.

AZ EF'! has not actively fought CAP
(the Central Arizona Project), because
with our limited resources it seems
wiser to focus on issues on which we
have a greater chance. Nor have many
of us engaged ourselves deeply in battle
against the Palo Verde nuclear plant.
However, it appears increasingly proba-
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Reagan administration or the CIA often
fail to understand], they seemed to
relax. One guy bought a subscription
to the EF'! journal. Somebody said the
local chopper companies were not happy
about our presence . . . rumors of red-
neck vigilante squads . . . businessmen
assualting us with floppy disks. We con-
sidered ourselves forewarned.

We agreed to the Park Service’s re-
quest to pack it in and out, and provide
that critical tool of desperate eco-re-
volutionaries — a porta-potty (ours was
named Three-Mile Island). One of our
group later commented that it was wise
they had insisted on the porta-potty,
since urine biodegrades so much more
slowly than uranium tailings.

Saturday morning, we were on the
flagstone entrances to the Grand Can-
yon Visitor Center, Babbitt’s, and
Yavapei gift shop by 9 AM, some of us
in radiation suits, others disguised as
environmentalists and PTA presidents.
We handed out flyers, 1800 to adults,
600 to kids. Prima Terrae, from

ble, judging from repeated inexplicable
mishaps at the nuclear plant, that one
of our noble and decadent friends is
sabotaging Palo Verde from the inside. -
S/he has made Palo Verde proponents
appear as complete buffoons by creating
small disturbances inside the plant
which force it to shut down again and
again.

AZ EF! has been pushing for
maximum preservation of all of the
Coronado National Forest. In addition
to our Mt. Graham Wilderness pro-
posal, we submitted a proposal to pre-
serve all of the Peloncillo Mountains in
southeastern Arizona and New Mexico.
Our proposals for Mt. Graham and the
Peloncillos will carry much more clout
if AZ EFlers write letters in support
of EF!s 2 proposals for complete Wil-
derness protection. Send letters to
Supervisor Robert Tippeconnie, 300 W
Congress, Tucson, AZ 85701.

One final note: AZ EF! wishes to
establish a phone tree for emergency
eco-alerts. Please send us your name

and number if you are willing to be on

this phone tree.

EF’ers outside Grand Canyon stztbrs Center.
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Photo by Dan Dagget.

Flagstaff, had designed a kids’ coloring
flyer that shamelessly played on their
childish sympathies for the forest crit-
ters . . . “You can help Ranger Marks
and Ranger Lund protect your Forest
Friends from too many helicopters and
ore trucks . . .” For their parents, we
pointed out the dangers of Energy
Fuels Nuclear’s high-grade uranium
mine proposal; how the opening of this
mine, just 13 miles south of the Grand
Canyon on Kaibab National Forest land
would open both the North and South
Rims of Grand Canyon to a proliferation
of uranium mines. We painted a grim
picture of the Grand Canyon area after
that cancer began to spread over
Mother Earth: 20-ton ore trucks tearing
through elk, deer and wild turkey
habitat; the potential for ore-spills
along the East entrance road to the Can-
yon, over the Little Colorado, through
the Navajo reservation, on roads with
no shoulders and bright yellow Flash
Flood signs. We asked tourists to im-
agine the shattering of the forest silence
by chaos of men and machines.

Mid-morning, 1 was called into the
Park Ranger’s office. We had succeeded
too well. All6'4” of Jimmy G., terrifying
in a white radiation suit and gas mask,
had been posted at the Park boundary,
behind one of the magnificent highway
signs, which warned, “CAUTION:
BLOWING URANIUM DUST”
Tourists, shocked by this harsh message
from the future, were turning away
from the Park. We wondered whether
tourists would make the connection be-
tween their present fear and future
danger. To satisfy the Ranger, we
posted an additional sign, explaining it
was “demonstration only.”

Most of the tourists accepted our leaf-
lets . . . one old guy yelled over his
shoulder that we need uranium to fuel
the ships that would protect us from
domination by the dictator Soviet
Union. Two old women in hiking shorts
patted me on the arm and told me they
were proud to meet us. Our bear rolled
on its back, tickled kids, and drooled
conspicuously when members of a cer-
tain gender sashayed by. We talked our-
selves hoarse. Some of us rode the shut-
tle, talking with people; others roamed
the outskirts of the abandoned South
Rim Orphan Uranium Mine with a
i counte i ikers which

rocks were the hottest. The police got
bored and went away. The undercover
agent flirted half-heartedly with some
women in our group, got discouraged,
and slipped away.

Park Superintendent Richard Marks
talked with us and promised to respond
to any letters. He told Dan that EFN
was proposing an additional North Rim
mine site, 200 yards from the North Rim
Park border and 500 yards from the rim.
Nobody knew when the Forest Service
Environmental Impact Statement on
the South rim mine would be ready. We
thought of how careful we had been to
get our permits in order and how differ-
ent protecting Mother Earth would be
if the other side had to be as careful.
‘We had sent out 30 press releases. I had
assumed that Grand(mother) Canyon
was nationally beloved and would be her
own best public relations agent. Wrong.
Our press conference was ignored by
the Arizona Daily Sun and Arizona Re-
public, the 2 largest papers in the state.
The NY Times, Flagstaff Times, Earth
First!, Grand Canyon News and a Ger-
man free-lance journalist were with us.
I thank them. Of course, had we done
illegal or outrageous, thereby giving
The Average American ammo to shoot
us down as a bunch of crazed radicals,
the Press would have been there.

Sunday morning, we hit the pave-
ment in the town of Tusayan, in front
of the airflight companies, to educate
people about the growing problem of
airflights over and in the Canyon. De-
nnis had written a fact-sheet flyer,
neatly pulling together many of the
present violations and dangers: “Air-
craft in the Canyon violate Federal Law
and Park regulations (Public Laws 95-
586, 88-577, ete.). Aircraft noise
threatens wildlife, including rare
Bighorn sheep and rare Peregrine fal-
cons. Helicopter propeller vibrations
are NOT in harmony with the structure
of the mortar in centuries old Anasazi
Canyon ruins. Aircraft are not ap-
proved, licensed or regulated in any way
by the Park Service, unlike all other
activities in National Parks. There are
view-sites along the rim where as many
as one flight per 80 seconds have been
logged!”

Realizing that traffic was limited and
that we weren’t getting a chance to re-
ally talk with people, we moved back to
the Visitor Canter and Babbitt’s sites
and leafletted again. There we handed
out nearly a thousand flyers and found
people more than eager to listen.

Leafletting was an educational ex-
perience. We learned that most of the
tourists had no idea that the Canyon
was under siege. When they learned,
they were upset. We leafletted until the
rain drove us off, bringing an end to our
weekend of protests.

We will continue to leaflet at the Can-
yon throughout the fall. The bear will
be there; join us. For more information
on Canyon Under Siege Society ac-
tivities, write CUSS, c/o Sojourner,
Oak Creek Star Rte, Box 14, Flagstaff,
AZ 86001. (Any undercover cops are
welcome to drop in to our meetings.
However, you will be eliminated from
any strategy-planning sessions; these
occur in laundromats, dark cafes, ete.
You will be expected to paint posters
and clean up.)




‘“No Helicopters!” Sa

anyon Commandos

By Ralph Porito

Shortly after we crawled from our
sleeping bags and watched the serene
sunrise from the Grand Canyon’s North
Rim, a faint buzzing let us know that it
was time to begin our work. For most
of the Canyon Commandos this was the
first trip to Point Sublime and it was
hard for us to believe that such a quiet
secluded place would be assaulted by
continuous droves of helicopters. The
noise made us angry and determined.
We left for the Anasazi ruins that
helicopters visit almost continuously.
We intended to give helicopter com-
panies and the Park Service a message
of how angry we were. As we
bushwacked toward the ruins we saw
several groups of 3 or 4 helicopters at
a time skimming the cliff sides far below
the rim and then shooting over Point
Sublime, clearly against even the Park
Service’s meager regulations. When we
arrived at the ruins there was a rare
lull in aireraft so we quickly put up 2
banners, being extremely careful not to
touch the ruins. One banner, saying
“NO HELOS” in big letters, went just
in front of a major Anasazi structure
(without touching it), and the other, say-
ing “STOP THE NOISE,” was sus-
pended 20 feet above. (We would have
loved to have seen some overweight
ranger try to get that one down.) Before
we got the 2nd one secured, another

Note banner in lower center of photo.

drove of choppers rounded the point and
descended upon us. We jumped under
the nearest tree but they hung right
above us, clearly perturbed at the ban-
ners and sure we were nearby. At that
moment we could imagine what it must
be like for an El Salvadoran peasant.
‘When the helicopters left, we scrambled
back up to the rim. We waited and

MT. GRAHAM —
OPPOSITION TO

SCOPE BUILDS

By Ursa Power

In a swift and surprise move, un-
known ecoteurs held a ribbon-cutting
ceremony atop Hawk Peak in the
threatened Pinaleno Mountains of
southeastern Arizona sometime in Au-
gust. Approximately 40 trees on the
pristine summit had been tagged with
red and yellow ribbons as survey mar-
kers for the proposed Steward Obser-
vatory development. The red plastie rib-
bons designated where one or more
giant telescopes were slated for im-
placement, and the yellow ribbons indi-
cated the path of a proposed new spur
road in the primitive area. All of the
markers were removed. It is not known
if any spiking occurred as a preventive
measure against felling any trees in the
designated Experimental Forest on
Hawk Peak. The star-gazers now de-
clare Hawk Peak to be a superior site
to High Peak and other spots along the
crest of the range for locating their
prime state-of-the-fart long-eyes.

This action came soon after news that
an ancient 12th century Mimbres cul-
ture religious shrine had been redisco-
vered on Hawk Peak. It is rumored that
the person or persons responsible for
the plastic-slashing are members of the
rugged XX MEN, a mysterious strike
force of ruthless, subalpine raiders bent
on defending Mt. Graham against the
abominable desecration by the spine-
less, story-shifting scumbags of the
Steward Observatory.

Another recent action attributed to
the XX MEN was the hoisting of an
enormous banner proclaiming opposi-
tion. to the observatory which was
stretched across the Swift Trail at the
base of Mt. Graham on Labor Day
weekend. It definitely got the message
across to users of the mountain and the
Freddies how many of us feel about the
repulsive project.

Labor Day weekend also saw the blan-
keting of Mt. Graham by various repre-
sentatives of the conservative Coalition
for the Preservation of Mt. Graham.

watched, expecting the Park Service
helicopter to come, but it never did. The
number of commercial flights dropped
from more than one per minute to only
a few during the remainder of the morn-
ing. Perhaps our display and simultane-
ous leafletting on the South Rim were
getting our message across that we
want aircraft kept out of the Canyon.

RUARIR IR R TSR R R

Mail-in flyers addressed to the Forest
Service were distributed to campers
and picnickers by a hodge-podge of all
types, including Yuppies, rednecks, and
an assortment of other polite (but ear-
nest) wimps. The flyers entreated
everyone to write:
Mr. Robert Tippeconnic
Forest Supervisor
Coronado National Forest
300 W Congress
Tucson, AZ 85701

(77

XX

0
X

and vehemently object to the senseless
and unconscionable rape of Mt. Graham
by the University of Arizona’s Steward
Observatory. You can do the same if you
think it will help. If not, pick up your
scissors and join the XX MEN at the
next streamer party.

For background on the Mt. Graham
issue, see the June 21, 1985, issue of
EF!.

NO SCOPES /

Earth First!’s Dave Foreman will be a
featured speaker at the California Wil-
derness Conference, October 25-27, in
Visalia, sponsored by the California
Wilderness Coalition. This major con-
ference (500 - 1000 people are ex-
pected) will also feature as speakers
David Brower, Sen. Alan Cranston,
and national leaders of the Sierra
Club, Wilderness Society, and Audu-
bon Society. Workshops, facilitated by
national and California experts, will
include Forest Planning, Using Radio
& Television, Desert Wilderness, and
Wild Rivers. Highlights will include
multi-media presentations by Howard
Wilshire and John Nakata, and the
Ansel Adams Photographic Exhibit.
There also will be an opportunity for
California Earth First!ers to meet and

FOREMANTO SPEAK
AT CALIFORNIA
WILDERNESS
CONFERENCE

brainstorm.

For information and to register,
contact California Wilderness Coali-
tion, POB 269, Porterville, CA 93258
or (209)784-4477 (Bob Barnes). If you
would like to help staff the Earth
First! booth, please contact John or
Nancy at POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703
(602)622-1371.

This will be a major wilderness con-
ference and will be an excellent oppor-
tunity for Earth First!ers to work with
more moderate environmental groups
in urging stronger action arising from
a biocentric ethic. It will also be the
best chance California Earth First!ers
have had to get organized on National
Forest and Desert Wilderness issues.
See you there! J
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A ROAD IS A ROAD IS A ROAD

Freddie Subterfuge on the Coconino

Earth First! has previously reported on

the diabolical road-building program of

the Forest Service’s “Road Warriors” in
previous issues. See especially Yule
1983 and Litha 1985. The following ve-
port, however, demonstrates just how
sleazy and dishonest the Freddie Road
Warriors are on the Coconino National
Forest in Arizona. Investigate your
local Freddies. Find out just how many
miles of road they really are building.
Let other folks know about it. Do some-
thing.

By Dan Dagget

A few weeks ago, while catching the
late news on the idiot box here in
Flagstaff, I was roused out of the stupor
customarily induced by America’s favor-
ite opiate when I heard the head in the
box refer to a controversy surrounding
excessive roadbuilding in our National
Forests. Located smack in the middle
of the Coconino National Forest, our
local channel, KNAZ, had approached
those in charge of that agency’s admin-
istration to find out just how much the
aforementioned uproar had to do with
the federal lands surrounding Flagstaff.

I was on the edge of my seat so as
not to miss a rare opportunity to actu-
ally learn something relevant from the
mass media. The story came across loud
and clear. Northern Arizona had no-
thing to worry about. Nossiree, nothing
like that was going on here in good old
Flagstaff. No roadbuilding fanatics
were out there working overtime to turn
our National Forest into a graveled grid-
work. For .the upcoming year, there
were a mere three miles of new road
planned on the entire 2800 square miles
of the Coconino National Forest.

Now, I've worked around issues of
this sort long enough to know that what
I had just heard sounded entirely too
good to be true, so I did a little digging
and found out that, well, it actually was
true, but only in such a narrow and con-
voluted sense that the entire affair
reeked of being an intentional distor-
tion. The information that had been re-
leased looked like an attempt to cloud
the issue and keep people off the backs
of the local Forest Service Adminis-
trators.

Sure, we’re getting a mere three
miles of new road on the Coconino, but
the real news the Forest Service had
neglected to tell News2Nite was that in
the same one year period they were also
very quietly “upgrading” another 153
miles of road. In some cases this in-
volved turning barely discernable
tracks (which existed because they had
been driven over a few times by some
fuel wood cutters) into significant
thoroughfares.

That, however, was just the tip of the
iceberg. I also found out that over the

CLIFF DAMN

The Rio Salado project proposed for
Phoenix by the Rio Salado Development
District is one of those disastrous pro-
jeets which convince you that land de-
velopers really are insane. Rio Salado
involves the purchase and recontouring,
with $3 billion of taxpayer money, of
Phoenix’s Salt River floodplain, and the
subsequent placement of homes, com-
mercial and industrial complexes, Ber-
muda grass, and ornamental ponds (con-
suming as much water as a city of
100,000) on the floodplain. Of course,
any dimwit knows you don’t build on a
floodplain, so Rio Salado developers
plan to see to it that this area ceases to
be a floodplain. This would be done by
means of at least two ecologically disas-
trous dams — Roosevelt Dam on the
Salt River and Cliff Dam on the Verde
River.

Roosevelt Dam is an existing dam
which would be raised 70 feet. Cliff Dam
would be a 338 foot high earthen dam.
These Bureau of Reclamation dams,
along with necessary clean-up of
hazardous waste dumps in the flood-
plain, would raise the cost of Rio Salado
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West Clear Creek Wilderness, Comno

last seven years, using this same ruse,
Coconino National Forest road crews
had transformed more than 750 miles
of primitive roads, tracks, ways and vir-
gin countryside into full blown forest
highways. Next year they hope to give
us 170 miles more. On the Coconino, the
road density the Forest Service consid-
ers to be their goal is, in Ponderosa
habitat, two miles of road for every
square mile of area. They’ve already got
more than that in some areas. In the
pinyon-juniper, they’re shooting for one
mile of road for every single square mile
of area.

Why so many roads? Well, of course,

a lot of them provide industry access to
timber sales. Charging roads off to a
timber sale, however, increases the
chance that that particular sale will lose
money. At a time when the Forest Ser-
vice is under heavy national pressure
because it has lost so much money on
its timber sales, the agency is doing ev-
erything it can to lower its overhead.
This is the case on the Coconino where
the timber managers assure us that
their program is making money. The
problem is solved by telling us that
these roads are really intended to serve
other purposes, too. These roads, we
are told, are also for the purposes of
administration and recreation.

Who needs so many roads for recre-
ation? Hunters are asking the Forest
Service to close down some of the ones
that already exist to give the wildlife a
break and it’s even been requested that
in some areas roads be closed down dur-
ing the deer and elk seasons because
hunting in our National Forests is begin-
ning to feel too much like hunting in the
suburbs. Backpackers and hikers are al-
ways fighting for fewer roads. Who
wants to hike in a median strip, which
is what the entire forest is going to be
if the current rate of construction keeps

olo by Dave Foreman.

up? Amazing as it may seem, the word
is out that even some four wheelers are
complaining that there are so damned
many roads there’s no decent, undis-
turbed country to tear up any more.

Well, what about administrative
needs? Here too, roads cause more
problems than they solve. More roads
mean more access to the forest for il-
legal activities like unauthorized wood
cutting and poaching as well as opening
up more areas to fire danger from
tossed cigarettes and deserted
campfires. More roads to drive mean
more roads to patrol and, therefore,
inore administrative headaches, not

ess.

The reason for this huge proliferation
of roads on the National Forests is all
too apparent when you consider the ad-
ministration in charge both on the na-
tional as well as the local level. We all
know how the Reagan Administration
feels about roadless areas. This is appar-
ent from its commitment to build 75,000
miles. of new . roads in those roadless
areas that have not yet been protected
as designated Wilderness, forever deny-

. ing them the protection they deserve.

On the local level, a bare bones Wil-
derness Bill was passed for Forest Ser-
vice lands here in Arizona in 1984. The
word is that the administration of the
Coconino National Forest feels that
they “gave” enough to the tree huggers
at that time, so they’re out to make sure
that the Wilderness issue here is settled
once and for all. The way to do that is,
you got it, build more roads. Reports
have been in the wind ever since the

passage of the ’84 law that one area in .

the Coconino that wasn’t included in the
legislation even though it should have
been, Hackberry Canyon, is going to
fall to the 'dozer blade. Another such
area, Jacks Canyon, is no doubt on the
hit list too.

All these problems stem from the fact
that the US Forest Service is so top
heavy with timber cutters and road en-
gineers, it’s virtually unable to do any-
thing but wreck the very resource it’s
supposed to be stewarding. On
Arizona’s National Forests, one entire
person/year of work is put into the en-
gineering and technical aspects of a typ-
ical timber sale. The ecological aspects
get a mere five days. The ironic part of
this whole scenario, of course, is that
it ean’t even be said that this is justified
on an economic basis. The US Forest
Service is losing money while it pays its
experts to squander our forests. We
could put all of our National Forests on
a more sound economic, as well as
ecological, basis if we got rid of about
half of the people who work for that
agency and are involved only in road
building and timber sales. They could
then be replaced with others who know
something about forests rather than
just stumps.

The word’s getting out, though. A
subcommittee of the House Appropria-
tions Committee cut more than $63.6
million from the Forest Service’s prop-
osed road construction budget for the
next fiseal year. If this actually becomes
law, it will probably have some effect
on the number of new and “recon-
structed” roads on the Coconino as well
as the rest of the National Forest sys-
tem. Forest Service officials say they
are still unable to tell what will happen.
In the meantime, road building on this
Forest has been slowed just a little by
a flat timber market as a result of which
some areas that have been offered for
sale have gone without buyers.

WHAT YOU CAN DO
You can help by firing off a letter -
to your member of Congress (House
of Representatives, Washington, DC
20515) in support of the subcommit-
tee’s proposed cuts in the Forest Ser-
vice road-building budget. Let them
know you are aware of the shenani-
gans that are going on in the National
Forests and that you want to see them
stopped. Be especially forceful in
pointing out that more attention
needs to be paid to the biolgical as-
pects of forest management including
the hiring of more field biologists.
Don’t forget to add a reminder that
biologists are a lot more cost effective
than those money squandering road
engineers. Maybe this is another way
we can use the Reagan budget cuts to
work for something worthwhile.
While you’re at it, send a copy of your
letter to The Hon. John Block, Secret-
ary of Agriculture, Washington, DC.
The Forest Service needs to know that
we're on to their game.

Dan Dagget is conservation chair of
the Plateau Group of the Sierra Club
i Flagstaff, Arizona.

THREATENS DESERT BALD EAGLES

to close to $4 billion, although Rio
Salado proponents are falsely calling it
a $1 billion project.

The worst aspect of Rio Salado is Cliff
Dam. Not only might Cliff Dam break
— as did BuRec’s 305 foot high earthen
Teton Dam in Idaho —but it would flood
critical habitat of perhaps one third of
Earth’s only remaining population of de-
sert-nesting bald eagles. The 12-16 pairs
of bald eagles which nest in Sonoran
Desert streamside areas are distinct
enough to be considered a special sub-
species of bald eagle. Cliff Dam would
submerge one nesting territory and se-
verely degrade territories of at least 3
other pairs of eagles, and inundate feed-
ing lands.

If Rio Salado is built, Cliff Dam will
block the Sonoran Desert’s last free-
flowing river and will spoil miles of the
Verde River which are now part of the
National Wild & Scenic Rivers System.
As an alternative, Earth First! proposes
cancellation of Rio Salado and designa-
tion of all of the Verde River as Wild &
Scenie. It is not too late to achieve these
aims. Recently, the US Fish and

Wildlife Service (thanks to the Reaga-
nite scoundrels who now lead that
agency) concluded that the project
could be built despite the presence of
bald eagles, but environmental groups
plan to take this issue to court. Further-
more, because of bickering among com-
peting water interests, it is possible
that Cliff Dam (and another disastrous
project: New Waddell Dam on the Agua -

Fria River northwest of Phoenix) will
not receive funding. Arizonans should
write to their members of Congress
(House of Representatives,

Washington, DC 20515; US Senate,
Washington, DC 20510) and tell them to
stop these destructive projects. For
more information contact the Maricopa
Audubon Society, 4619 East Arcadia
Lane, Phoenix 85018.



TEXAS

(Cont)

Courtesy US Forest Service.”

The evening of the second day of the
talks was the time chosen by Texas
Earth First! for the “Citizens’ Free Wil-
derness Symposium,” an independent
event sponsored by Earth First!,
Friends of Texas Wilderness, and the
fledgling Baptists for Wilderness (mem-
berships available from EF! Austin).
The Forest Service’s Symposium cost
$60 for admission, so the EF'! one was
free. Ned Fritz of the Texas Committee
on Natural Resources was the featured
speaker on Wilderness timber cutting
and the Southern Pine Beetle. Goons
sent from the Texas Forest Service (a
branch of Texas A & M University,
which should give you an idea) to harass
the environmentalists came prepared
with a typed list of questions which they
used to heckle the speakers, but to no
avail. Unflappable, EF! and TCONR
held sway and even managed to con-
vince some of the goons that their
dogma was getting in the way of their
karma.

In late May, US District Judge Will-
iam Steeger of Tyler, Texas, heard a
petition for an injunction on further cut-
ting of Wilderness Areas for Pine Beetle
control. In spite of the admission on the
witness stand by the Forest Service’s
Chief Contract Entomologist and Resi-
dent Local Tree Nazi Dr. Ron Billings
that the control methods were ineffec-
tive, the Judge permitted the rape of
designated Wilderness Areas to con-
tinue. He did, however, order the Fred-
dies to personally inspect each site dur-
ing logging operations and that
hardwood trees could not be cut “unless
absolutely necessary” (hardwoods are
completely resistant to beetle attacks).

The Forest Service has been cutting
down trees in Wilderness Areas since
January. The stated reason is for “Pine
Beetle Control,” even though many of
the Forest Service’s own manuals say
that logging in the vicinity of pine beetle
infestations often encourages the
spread of the infestation: The Freddies
say these drastic measures are neces-
sary in order to protect commercial
timber lands outside Wilderness Areas
from beetle attacks originating in the
Wilderness and spreading to adjoining
lands. They also claim that by cutting
down pine trees that they are protecting
the habitat of the Red Cockaded Wood-
pecker, an Endangered Species which
requires old growth pine for habitat.
Their argument goes that if the beetles
kill trees in a woodpecker colony, then
there will be a loss of habitat for the
birds. So the Freddies are going out
and killing living, healthy trees near in-
festation sites in so-called “buffer
strips” in order to prevent the beetles
from killing them first!

Forest Service “management’’ of Four Notch. Photo by Brad Moore.

Photo by Brad Moove. :

On July 19, the Forest Service was
taken to task by Congressman John
Bryant of Dallas, the author of the
Texas Wilderness Act of 1984, for the
destruction of Wilderness Areas in
Texas. A Congressional Field Hearing
was held at the Upland Island Wilder-
ness to see firsthand what the Freddies
were doing to protect our Forest from
the dastardly pine beetles. The Re-
gional Forester from Atlanta, Jack Al-
cock, came out for the lynching and,
boy, what a lynch mob there was. From
as far away as Washington, DC, and
California they came to watch the Dis-
trict Ranger sweat. The Freddies came
off looking like the total buffoons they

Part of 4000 acres clearcut in 6200 aieFor Notch oaless Area. :

pretend to be. Almost all of the press
was negative against the Forest Ser-
vice. An Earth Firstler, Larry Shelton,
led the tour to the four-hundred acre
clearcut in the center of the Wilderness
Area, a mile away from the nearest Wil-
derness boundary and three quarters of
a mile from the nearest Red Cockaded
Woodpecker colony (lucky for them).
Ruts and stumps everywhere, the Fred-
dies had tried to tidy up before we came
by planting bermuda grass in the roads
they had “improved.” The Congressman
was not, impressed.

Word from Washington in the wake of
the Wilderness tour is that full hearings
may be held in DC sometime this fall,

if the Freddies don’t come to their
senses (don’t hold your breath!). Earth
First! will keep you informed.

Since July, another pine beetle court
case was heard — this time in the
Washington, DC, Federal Court before
a decidely more sympathetic judge. The
decision in that case was that the Forest
Service must complete an Environmen-
tal Impact Statement before cutting
any more trees in Wilderness Areas. Un-
fortunately, this decision applies only
to Arkansas, Louisiana and Mississippi
— not to Texas. Texas was excluded due
to the pending case before Judge
Steeger in Tyler, which should be resol-
ved in September or October. So the
cutting continues in the long, hot Texas
summer . . . .

In the meantime, the Forest Plan is
out and Earth First! is attacking it
wholeheartedly. After much stalling,
Forest Supervisor Mike Lannan has ag-
reed to hold Forest Planning Workshops
at the request of Texas Earth First! in
Dallas, Houston and Nacogdoches.
These workshops will be a great oppor-
tunity for radical environmentalists in
Texas to show up and demand that the
Forest Service cease their hideous ex-
periments on the defenseless ecosys-
tems of the East Texas National
Forests. (Editor’s note: The Samhain
issue will report on these workshops
which were taking place at press time.)

WHAT YOU CAN DO

*Call David Orr of Texas EF! for
more information: (512)477-7166 or
476-7905.

*QObtain a copy of the Texas Na-
tional Forests Land & Resources Man-
agement Plan and DEIS from William
Lannan, Forest Supervisor, POB 969,
Lufkin, TX 75901.

*Write Kirby Brock, Forest Service,
1720 Peachtree Rd NW, Atlanta, GA
30367 to comment against pine beetle
control logging in Wilderness Areas
for the environmental impact state-
ment now being prepared.

*Write the Hon. Jim Weaver, Chair-
man, Forestry Subcommittee, House
of Representatives, Washington, DC
20515 urging him to hold full hearings
on the Forest Service logging in Wil-
derness Areas. Send copies of your let-
ter to your own member of Congress.

This is your chance to stand up and
be counted for Wilderness’ sake!
Let’m hear your voice loud and clear,
because if the Tree Nazis get away
with this one there won’t be anything
to stop them from coming to your Wil-
derness and doing whatever they
want, in the name of protecting the
resource. Keep on fighting!

ROAD ENGINEER |
PROMOTED

If you read conservation publica-
tions, you’ve no doubt learned that the
Northwest Regional Forester,
“Friendly” Jeff Sirmon, has been pro-
moted to Deputy Chief of the Forest
Service. (See Howie Wolke’s Grizzly
Den in the Lughnasadh issue for back-
ground on this nice and progressive
Freddie.) What none of the articles
told you, and what we didn’t know
either until our friend “Deep Root”
called us, was that nice guy Jeff was
brought back to Washington because
he is a slick lobbyist — and a road
engineer. According to Deep Root,
who has done more to alert the public
to the excesses of road building on the
National Forests than anyone else,
Sirmon’s charge as Deputy Chief is
simple — DEFEND THE ROAD
BUDGET. Yep, “Friendly” Jeff Sir-
mon, who has done such a fine job of
turning the old growth wilderness of
Washington and Oregon into stumps
and rights-of-way, is now the Fred-
dies’ road lobbyist with Congress, the
Administration, the media, and the
public. What do you want to bet that
he’s the next Chief of the Forest Ser-
vice whenever Fat Max “Road War-

District Rﬁnger Cary Williams. left, 'and rest Supervisor
Mike Lannan sweat during Congressional field tour of
Upland Island Wilderness. Photo by David Orr.

rior” Peterson (another Freddie Road
| Engineer) retires as Chief? J
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Congressman John Bryant with felled pine in Upland Island
Wilderness. Photo by David Orr.




MILITARIZATION OF THE i o
WEST CONTINUES

Midgetman SICBM Deployment

Supexsonic €& Milifaxy Qperations Aveas (SOAs and MOAs)

By Australopithecus

The abuse and seizure of lands in
Western states by the military hasinten-
sified since Leon Czolgosz described the
problem in the Brigid 1985 Earth First!
. The military — usually the Air Force
or Navy —now operates at least 12 huge
Supersonic Operations Areas (SOAs)
and Military Operations Areas (MOAs)
in the West and they plan to enlarge
these in number and size. These SOAs
and MOAs, while not totally controlled
by the military, are menaced by military
maneuvers which often include low-fly-
ing aireraft, sonic booms, and bombing.
Recently, it has become apparent that
the Department of Defense (DoD)
hopes to establish a Continental Opera-
tions Area (COA), covering about 1/3 of
Nevada, by expanding existing MOAs
and SOAs. Furthermore, the DoD has
chosen 46 sites scattered throughout
the West and Florida for deployment of
500 Midgetman SICBMs (Small Inter-
continental Ballistic Missiles). The
military has long been an insidious pre-
sence in the West — using or even con-
trolling such areas as White Sands Na-
tional Monument in New Mexico,
Cabeza Prieta National Wildlife Refuge
in Arizona, Yosemite and Sequoia Na-
tional Parks in California, and the infam-
ous Nevada Testing Site north of Las
Vegas — but the new COA and SICBM
plans and other military plans raise this
presence to a frightening level.

The states which will have SICBM
sites are mostly the same states which
now have SOAs and MOAs: Washington,
California, Nevada, Utah, Arizona,
New Mexico, and Texas (see map). Five
hundred Midgetman SICBMs are to be
built — at a cost of $44 billion — as
successors to the 50 MX missiles which
the Pentagon is now trying to build. The
SICBMs may replace the MX system
or they may be built in addition to MX.

" So far, Congress has approved research
and development funds for the SICBMs
but not deployment funds. The Midget-
man system may be based on a racet-
rack mode similar to the ludicrous affair
proposed for the MX during the Carter
years. The DoD plans to make a final
decision on SICBM sites (they may
eliminate a few of the 46; praise be to
Allah!) in late 1986, and to deploy mis-
siles by 1992. DoD wants to control 1300
square miles of area at each site. This
is in addition to the huge area taken up
by roads built so that senile military
men can play their silly game of musical
missiles in which SICBMs are shuttled
between the various sites by truck.

In addition to being plagued by a new
infestation of missiles, Western states
will, if the Air Force (AF) has its way,
soon be regularly invaded by B-52 and
F-111 aircraft flying along a training cor-
ridor from the infamous Strategic Air
Command in Nebraska through north-
ern Colorado and into Utah, and along
perhaps close to 100 corridors in central
Nevada. These training corridors may
consist of 350,000 square miles of air
space.

The environmental effects of this air-
craft traffie, though unpredictable, will
undoubtedly be harmful. The effects of
military maneuvers upon people in af-
fected areas are also serious, yet the
military intends to subject central

Protestors assembling at Lone Rock.
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Nevada to up to 100 sonic booms per
day in a 5500 square mile area which
includes several Wilderness Study
Areas (WSAs). Currently, the military
has had to keep its sonic booms down
to a less unreasonable number due to
protests from affected Westerners.
The Continental Operations Area was
first proposed in 1974 but banned in Con-
gress. Now the military is resurrecting
the idea in the form of a project known
as the Strike Warfare Group. Part of
this project involves linking the Navy’s
Fallon SOA with the AF’s Gandy SOA
and Mountain Home MOA. In addition
to linking these SOA’s and MOA’s, the
DoD plans to establish new SOA’s this
year. Already, the military is preparing
(inadequate) EISs for new SOAs at Hill
Air Force Base. The Nevada Outdoor
Recreation Association (NORA) claims
that for the COA only an environmental
analysis (an EA; much less thorough
than an EIS) will be prepared, and it
will contain a FONSI —finding of n

Photo by Charles S. Watson.

Photo by Charles S. Watson.
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i Cleaxing House

significant impact on the environment!
NORA is trying to force the military to
do a Comprehensive Programmatic EIS
for its SOA program, but the military
is only willing to do site-specific EISs.
The linkage of SOAs and MOAs shows
how just and important NORA’s de-
mand is. To achieve its expansion of
SOAs and MOAs and to establish its
COA, the military is exploiting the fact
that most of the lands involved belong
to the BLM, and generally few people
other than cattle ranchers give much
heed to BLM lands. To quote NORA:
“Indeed, the military is counting on

- BLM’s 'wasteland’ image to seize sensi-

tive public lands. In Nevada, at least 12
prime WSAs — along with Forest Ser-
vice RARE II areas, a potential na-
tional park and vital ’areas of critical
environmental concern’ CACECs’) —
are affected. Especially in the case of
the WSAs, military air practices consti-
tute serious violations of the 1976 Fed-
eral Lands Policy and Management
Act” (FLPMA).

Along with its continued air and land
seizures — both “legal” and illegal —
the military has directly damaged land
in the West (and thoughout the world,
for that matter). For example, the US
Fish and Wildlife Service has charged
the Fallon Naval Air Station (NAS) with
bombing the Stillwater Wildlife Man-
agement Area. The Nevada Depart-
ment of Wildlife is disgruntled at the
Navy for dumping aviation fuel in the
Stillwater refuge and in the Lahontan
Reservoir.

Of course, the DoD denies most of
the allegations against its aggressive
land grabbing and/or simply refuses to
discuss the subject. Just how much of
the West will be militarized is unpredict-
able; the military would have us believe
they simply need a few more small land
parcels. They deny that they plan to
establish a COA. But the military’s in-

ary in its theft of Western land. In the
Senate, James McClure has introduced,
for President Reagan, S1444, a bill that
would exempt the military from provi-
sions of FLPMA , in effect giving the
military legal power to obtain public
lands without public input. In the
House of Representatives, another bad
bill, HR1790, would legitimize past il-
legal seizures of lands, such as the Bravo
20 area and the Groom Range (both in
Nevada), by the military. We should all
write to our legislators demanding that
S1444 and HR1790 be rejected.

Clearly the military is overstepping
the limits of legality in its seizure of
Western lands. Government agencies,
including the Nevada Department of
Wildlilfe, the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice, and, privately, even BLM officials
have complained of the DoD’s aggres-
sive land-grabbing/land-bombing.
Nevada’s governor Richard Bryan has
worked to gain compensation for Neva-
dans living in SOAs and MOAs for the
adverse health and financial effects in-
flicted upon them by the military. About
45 diverse groups, representing miners,
trappers, animal protectionists, and en-
vironmentalists, have united in opposi-
tion to the military’s abuse of Western
land and air. A leadership role has been
taken by NORA. NORA, under the bold
direction of Charlie Watson, recently or-
ganized an occupation of an illegal
bombing site — Bravo 20, in the Fallon
SOA. The Navy has been bombing
Bravo 20, which is BLM land, since 1954
without the BLM’s permission. OnJune
6, 1985 Dr. Richard Bargon led a group
of protesters to camp at Bravo 20 to
force the Navy to stop bombing it. The
Navy foolishly arrested the protesters
but was forced to drop charges when

_news coverage of the event sparked pub-
lic protest.

Which brings us to our appeal for
help: In order to prevent military mad-
men from bombing Bravo 20 and other
wild areas of the West, and in order to
awaken the public to the evil designs of
the DoD, more occupations and protest
encampments as well as milder forms
of protest are being considered. Proba-
bly you've been thinking of camping
soon anyway; why not volunteer to lead
or join a group of protesters camping
among the shrapnel and un-exploded
bombs in a secluded Western desert?
For information on the issue of the
militarization of the West and how to
fight it, contact Charlie Watson,
NORA, POB 1245, Carson City, NV
89702 (702-883-1169); or Concerned
Rural Nevadans, ¢/o Richard Holmes,
1150 Maine St., Fallon, NV 89406 (702-
423-4710).

SOUTHERN |
CALIFORNIA EARTH
FIRST! RENDEZVOUS

NOVEMBER1 -3, 1985
WILDERNESS
GARDENS
PRESERVE

Earth First! in Southern California?
You bet! All Southern California
Earth Firstlers are invited to spend a
weekend together at the walk-in
campground at WILDERNESS GAR-
DENS PRESERVE to discuss issues
and organizing. Dave Foreman will at-
tend, along with others from Earth
First! Tucson.

Wilderness Gardens Preserve is east
of Pala on Route 76. Drive ten miles
east of the intersection of Route 76
and I-15 (between Fallbrook and Es-
condido). For more information con-
tact Randy or Evelyn (714)728-0795 or
write POB 1532, San Juan Capistrano,
CA 92693. A flyer with a map will be

\mailed out in October. See you there! J




NEVADANS LOVE WILDE

By Henry Mota

Wilderness in Nevada? Cows in Ber-
keley? Do Nevadans love wilderness?
Well, yes and no. Some of us sure do.
And as Aldo Leopold said, “. . . a milit-
ant minority of wilderness-minded citi-
zens must be on watch throughout the
nation and vigilantly available for ac-
tion.” Action was the name of the game
in Nevada the weekend of July 1, 1985,
as Nevada’s members of Congress (Sen-
ator Chie Hecht, Congresswoman Bar-
bara Vucanovich and Congressman
Harry Reid) and Congressman John
Seiberling of Ohio (Chair of the Public
Lands Subcommittee) toured Nevada’s
proposed National Forest Wilderness
Areas in military helicopters.

One stop was the head of Lamoille
Canyon in the Ruby Mountains near
Elko where the public was invited to
speak their minds about Wilderness.
That evening the Nevada Cattlemen’s
and Nevada Wool Growers’ Associations
threw a big bar-b-que for the members
of Congress.

I spent the day before posting leaflets
all over Elko and passing them out to
anyone who would take one. I was try-
ing to drum up suppport for Wilderness
not only in Nevada but in the West as
a whole. If one person wrote one letter
to their representatives supporting Wil-
derness, it was all worth the effort. I
also posted silent agitators in several
strategic locations where the reps
would see them.

There were about 100 people at
Lamoille Canyon to meet the dig-
nitaries. (In all the confusion I managed
to place several silent agitators inside
the helicopter.) Although half of them
were anti-wilderness, to my great sur-
prise several of the ranchers and their
wives were very much FOR Wilderness.

Wheeler Peak proposed Wilderness.

These were people who'd seen what a
large mine can do to the the view out
the ol’ living room window — not to
mention to their favorite trout streams.
Most of the arguments ranchers
brought up against Wilderness were un-
founded. They were concerned about
losing their grazing rights. Con-
gressman Seiberling repeatedly told
them that under the Wilderness Act of
1964 grazing rights would remain at his-
toric levels. Many were also concerned
about losing private land located within
the proposed Wilderness Areas. Again,
Seiberling explained that private land
has more protection within a Wilder-
ness Area than merely within a National
Forest — the Forest Service can con-
demn private land in National Forests
but not in Wilderness

The dignataries arrive at LaMoille Canyon. Photo by Henry Mota.

FIRE! — AN EXCUSE
FOR ROADS

This summer, a major abuse of Na-
tional Forests has become apparent.
The drought conditions prevailing in
much of the West, combined with the
excess of undergrowth which has ac-
cumulated over the years due to the
FS’s intense aversion to natural (and
healthy) forest fires, resulted in huge
fires sweeping through many Western
forests. These fires provided the F'S
with an ideal excuse to build roads into
roadless areas so that fire fighters had
quick access to forest interiors, where
they valiantly fought and quenched the
evil flames. Indeed, the F'S practices
pre-attack fire planning in which Fred-
dies determine beforehand where they
will place fire control roads. During
July of this year, the FS leased and
loosed about 40 bulldozers upon central
Idaho’s backcountry, allegedly to com-
bat fires. (Ponder this problem, Johnny
Fireseed.) The F'S also enjoys cutting
or burning giant swaths through forests
and calling these clearcuts “fire
breaks.” In some places in Idaho, areas
the size of football fields have been
scraped bare. Timber felled for fire con-
trol is often sold at prices far below the

market value.

Examples from this summer of road-
less areas invaded by Freddies and their
machines in the name of fire control in-
clude the French Creek area of Payette
National Forest, Lake Mountain in Sal-
mon National Forest, Yankee Fork in
Challis National Forest, and the Jersey
Jack area in the Nez Perce National
Forest. Jersey Jack was a proposed Wil-
derness Area, it is no longer roadless.
The F'S never writes EIS’s for their fire
suppression programs, even though the
damage they do for the sake of fire sup-
pression is so extensive that such dam-
age enables them to disqualify affected
areas from Wilderness consideration.
The largest roadless area in the 48
states — the three and a half million
acre Salmon River country of central
Idaho — shrank this summer. It begins
to look as though fires will enable the
FS to exceed the 21,000 miles of new
roads it has planned for the Northern
Rockies for the near future. Since each
mile of road constructed equals 5 acres
of forest cleared, 21,000 miles of new
road is comparable to 100,000 acres of
strip-mined land.

Photo.by Dave Foreman.

The ranchers who attended own some
of the best ranches in Nevada where
“stewardship of the land” and a “conser-
vation ethic” are obviously being prac-
ticed (unlike in some of your favorite
federal agencies). Their opposition to
Wilderness in Nevada is based on one
simple thing: ignorance. Had they re-
ally understood what Wilderness desig-
nation meant, many more of them would
have been pro-wilderness, I believe.

It’s a shame then that Senators Hecht
and Laxalt, and Congresswoman Vuc-
anovich have their minds set so firmly
against Wilderness. (They have pro-
posed a pitifully phony “Wilderness” bill
that would protect only four truncated
areas — Jarbidge additions, Mount
Moriah, Charleston Peak, and Bound-
ary Peak, totaling a measly 137,000
acres.) Mechanized recreation has al-
ready seized 98% of the valleys and
mountains of Nevada — a decent re-
spect for minorities should dedicate the
other two percent to Wilderness. Two
lousy percent. But the only Nevada rep
who even has an open mind on the sub-
jectis Cong. Harry Reid, and he’s under
a lot of pressure. Just two percent of
the population of Nevada are ranchers
and yet they want “ranch access roads”
over 100% of the state. The beef produc-
tion in Nevada is 0.4% of the national
output and yet Nevada’s obsession with
the GNP and never-ending-economic-
growth blinds it to the folly of opposing

all Wilderness. How do we educate |

these people?

It’s obvious to me that Vucanovich,
Hecht and Laxalt are quite simply in
the backpocket of Big Money. That
should come as no surprise. The Wilder-
ness Bill introduced by these three is a
slap in the face to every intelligent
Nevadan who can see something/any-
thing besides dollar signs. Their bill
calls for less than four percent of the
National Forest Roadless Area acreage

RNESS

in Nevada to be protected! This would
open the other three and a half million
acres of RARE II areas in Nevada to
road building, government-subsidized
welfare-ranching “land improvements,”
mining, etc. And yet the aides for all
four of my representatives have told me
that the vast majority of the letters
they’ve received have been pro-wilder-
ness! So what gives Paul, Chic, and Bar-
bara? Is Freeport Gold sending your
kids through college? How about Carlin
Gold? Dresser Industries? What? Speak
up, I can’t hear you!
WHAT YOU CAN DO

*Write your members of Congress
(House of Representatives;
Washington, DC 20515; US Senate,
Washington, DC 20510) and urge them
to support Wilderness designation for
all 3,500,000 acres of RARE II areas in
Nevada National Forests.

#Also write Senator Paul Laxalt, Sen-
ator Chic Hecht, and Congresswoman
Barbara Vucanovich. Tell them how dis-
gusted you are with them, and urge
them to change their tune and support
Wilderness. Send them a dry cow chip
just on general principles.

*Write Congressman Harry Reid and
thank him for not sponsoring Vue-
anovich’s anti-wilderness bill. {rge him
to submit his own Wilderness bill for
Nevada. Express your support for all of
the RARE II areas in Nevada.

*Finally, write The Hon. John
Seiberling, Chairman, Public Lands
Subcommitee, House of Representa-
tives, Washington, DC 20515. Thank
him for recognizing that the National
Forests of Nevada belong to all Amer-
icans and not just to the Big Money in-
terests that run Nevada. Urge him to
fight hard to protect the maximum
number of Nevada RARE II areas
possible.

John Seiberling discusses Wilderness with
Nevadans. Photo by Henry Mota.

Hall Creek Well
Stopped (for now)

In a surprising turn of events, a gov-
ernment appeals board has ruled
against two other government agencies

* in favor of conservation groups in a dis-
' pute over a deep test well on the Rocky

Mountain Front adjacent to Glacier Na-
tional Park (for background see Earth
First! Eostar, 1985, and Lughnasadh,
1985). ‘

The decision to approve American
Petrofina’s 13,000 foot deep Hall Creek
Well was appealed by the Glacier-Two
Medicine Alliance, the Rocky Mountain
Front Advisory Council, and seven
other groups and individuals on the
grounds that it would jeopardize the
continued existence of the grizzly bear
and gray wolf.

On August 9, 1985, the Interior Board
of Land Appeals remanded the Hall
Creek Environmental Assessment for
further study. Reasons for the decision
were based on four points:

1. The Environmental Assessment
failed to address the effects of proposed
timber sales in the area when assessing
cumulative effects of the well and other
activities.

2. Given the possibility of discovery
of an archaeological site, there was no
provision given for the possible effects
of such a discovery on the location of
the road.

3. The Fish & Wildlife Service’s no-
Jeopardy opinion was contingent upon
the Forest Service’s ability to close the
road to all outsiders. However, in light
of an 1896 treaty, -it is questionable
whether the Forest Service has that
right with respect to Blackfeet Indians.

4. The Fish & Wildlife Service’s no-
Jjeopardy opinion was contingent upon
an effective interagency law-enforce-
ment program involving the suppport
of the Blackfeet Tribe when, in fact, the
Blackfeet Tribe gave no such support.

It is important to note that this deci-
sion does not prevent the Hall Creek
well, but merely delays it until next
year. Montana Earth First! has prom-
ised direct action to stop the well when
and if an attempt is made to put it in.
Contact Barb & Gary Steele, Rt. 1 Box
44K, St. Ignatius, MT 59865, for more'

information and to offer your help in
this crucial Earth First! campaign.
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FRENCH SINK RAINBOW
WARRIOR AS
PART OF ANTI-ANTI-
NUCLEAR CAMPAIGN

D. Bird

The sinking of the Rainbow Warrior
on July 10 appears to add a new and
dangerous element of opposition to
ecologists’ struggle to preserve Earth.
However, a look into the French govern-
ment’s dealings with the anti-nuclear
movement of recent years makes it ap-
parent that the Rainbow Warrior bomb-
ing represents not the beginning but
the escalation of France’s violent oppos-
ition to ecologists (environmentalists
and peace activists). Greenpeace mem-
bers, in previous confrontations with
the French, had been physically at-
tacked. At least on a small scale, vio-
lence against ecologists also occurs in
the US (and Western European coun-
tries), as many EF! activists can verify.
What remains to be seen is the extent
to which infiltration, violence, and ter-
rorism as means to thwart ecologists
will become commonplace thoughout
the world.

Fortunately, despite the bombing of
the Rainbow Warrior, and the threaten-
ing letter received by the New Zealand
Greenpeace office the day after the
bombing, Greenpeace will sail another
ship to oppose the French bombing in
the Pacific islands. Furthermore, this
month, Greenpeace will risk still
another confrontation with France by
sailing to Antarctica to establish a base
camp from which they will promote pro-
tection of Antarctica as a World Park
and will take direct action against an
airstrip project by France and oil explo-
ration by Japan.. In April, Greenpeace
had received the gift of‘a ship , which
will help cover the loss of the Rainbow
Warrior. Greenpeace hopes to win a suit
in the European Court of Human
Rights against France which would

further cover their loss and the loss of

life of Fernando Pereira.

Certainly, Greenpeace should win its
case against France. Even the French
press has condemned the French gov-
ernment. After competing with one
another to uncover the facts about the
sinking of Greenpeace’s boat, French
journalists reached the conclusion that
their government was guilty. “From
hypotheses to certainties: the DGSE
secret service is at the origin of the at-
tack against Greenpeace,” headlined
the respected middle-of-the-road
French newspaper Le Monde on August
17; while the weekly I’Express detailed
“The Secrets of an Affair of State.” Em-
ployees of French intelligence, jour-
nalists agreed, sank the ship, as the
crew was preparing to sail to the site
of French nuclear weapons tests.

“Not so,” subsequently reported M.
Tricot, appointed by President
Mitterand to study the attack. Tricot
admitted that, as the journalists had
learned, eight French agents were in-
volved with Greenpeace in New Zea-
land: the couple with the false name
Turenge who were arrested by the New
Zealand police; Frederique Bonlieu,
who had infiltrated Greenpeace; and
three of the four crew members of the
vacht Ouvea. The last, Tricot said, were
frogmen in the intelligence service, and
with their yacht were spirited back to
France by the service. Nevertheless,
Tricot claimed, these people were only
collecting information on Greenpeace
and looking for further ways to infiltrate
the organization. They had not placed
the bombs on the hull of the Warrior
and caused the death of a Greenpeace
photographer. Tricot’s report also impli-
cated some of France’s top spy chiefs in
undercover dealings against Green-
peace: Admiral Henry Fages, former
head of the French nuclear testing es-
tablishment (DIRCEN) urged the gov-
ernment to counter Greenpeace’s pro-
test plans. Charles Hernu, Defense
Minister, increased the surveillance of
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Soviet destroyer bearing down on the Rainbow Warrior, 1983. Photo by Richard

Dawson, Greenpeace.

Greenpeace by France’s external secret
service (DGSE). The head of DGSE,
Admiral Pierre LaCoste also promoted
this increased surveillance. Gen Jean
Saulnier, chief military aide to the Pres-
idential Palace, approved the plans to
spy on Greenpeace. :

The French press has denounced
Tricot’s report, and New Zealand’s
Prime Minister Lange was $o angered
by the inadequate report that he said
that France should recall its ambas-
sador. Tricot acknowledged that he
could not obtain all the information he
needed. Tricot’s non-condemnatory re-
port is not surprising given the French
Government’s history of ruthlessness to-
wards opponents of their nuclear
program.

In early September the French gov-
ernment’s short wave radio station
reported that during the prime minis-
tership of Messmer, 1972-74, the govern-
ment seriously considered sinking a
Greenpeace ship. The weekly VSD has
claimed that such an order was issued
in 1978 and then countermanded. L/Ex-
press, while excusing the government
on the ground that Greenpeace had
been infiltrated by Communists, stated
in its August 16-22 issue that “The deris-
ory flotillas chartered by pacifist organi-
zations were neutralized on several oc-
casions by all sorts of means, including
those too shameful to avow (les plus in-
avouables).”

Within  France, repression of
ecologists has been less secretive. At
Malville, site of the 1200 megawatt
Superphenix breeder reactor, 60,000
people gathered for a demonstration
July 31, 1977. The police fired tear gas
and percussion grenades. One marcher,
a. pacifist, was killed and about one
hundred were injured, some seriously.
Eight activists were arrested after the
demonstration and given prison
sentences.

For the French government the day
was a success. In the early and mid-
seventies there was strong opposition
to nuclear power in France, and ac-
tivists used a wide range of tactics, from
petitions to sabotage. They did not suc-
ceed in changing the government’s
plans. The killing was so traumatie that
after July 1977, opposition to nuclear
power withered away. Greenpeace has
been one of the few holdouts, and it has
worked in France on international
rather than national nuclear issues.

Now the government refuses to
apologize for — at least — spying on
Greenpeace, and is stiffening its oppos-
ition to the antinuclear movement.
France is trying to do on the interna-
tional level what it succeeded in doing
at home: decimate the opposition. Mit-
terand in mid-August sent orders to the
armed forces to oppose, “if necessary
by means of force,” any violation of what

France considers to be its national ter-
ritory, in the air and in the sea, around
the atolls of Mururoa and Fangatuafa.

Mitterand is protecting France’s
“right” to test in the Pacific, contested
by many Pacific states. Greenpeace’s
President McTaggart told Le Monde
that Greenpeace wants to find out to

what extent the.testing, and in particu-

lar a 150 kiloton explosion last May, has
released radioactivity into the environ-
ment. Evidence of damage to people
and land would strengthen the hand of
states opposing France.

From a wider perspective France is, .
protecting her nuclear strike force, the . .

land-, air-, and sea-based prongs of
which are all undergoing moderniza-
tion. At the very least, by 1995 France
will double its number of warheads, now
at about 380, and increase the range
and accuracy of its forces. France’s fire

power is now 6600 Hiroshimas. Its pres- -

ent nuclear testing is part of a program
to develop the neutron bomb.
Plutonium for modernization of
France’s nuclear forces will apparently
come from the Superphenix breeder
reactor, scheduled to begin generating
electricity for a consortium of utilities
this fall. Such a use of plutonium would
be a logical part of French policy. The
tie between the military atom and the
civilian atom are nowhere more obvious
than in France. In the last analysis
France is defending not just its test

sites or its weapons program against
Greenpeace but its nuclear industry as
a whole. The demonstrator who was kil-
led at Malville and the member of
Greenpeace who died in New Zealand
were resisting the same enemy.

The French Atomic Energy Commis-
sion (CEA) is charged with the develop-
ment of both civilian and military uses
of the atom. The agency works on utility
reactors with Electricity of France,
which now generates approximately
60% of its electricity with nuclear
power. At the same time, it cooperates
with the General Commission on Arma-
ments. The CE A’s subsidiary COGEMA
produces nuclear weapons material as
well as fuel for civilian reactors; and its
branch, Management of Military Appli-
cations (DAM), manufactures war-
heads.

The constitution of former President
DeGaulle set up a strong central govern-
ment. Decisions about utility programs
and about armaments are made by the
central administration under the influ-
ence of the CEA and its branch, DAM.
France’s nuclear power program, em-
bodying every phase of the fuel cycle,
is the most ambitious in the world, yet
the French Parliament has never voted
on the energy policy. It votes on the
defense budget, but only with in-
adequate information. In France, eciti-
zens seldom write to their representa-
tives, because the representatives have
no say on many important issues and
because facts which the public might
wish to discuss are unavailable. The
technoerats rule virtually unchallenged.

In the US we enjoy a Freedom of
Information Act, but the French pro-
gram points to questions for us: how
closely are the civilian and military nu-
clear programs connected here, and
how much say do we have in decisions
on weapons? On August 1, after the
bombing of the Rainbow Warrior,
Reagan approved a French-US agree-
ment for cooperation on the security of
nuclear installations and activities,
which extends and modifies an arrange-
ment made in 1961. Congress has 3
months in which to express an opinion.
Reagan’s willingness to work with the
French on this issue and at this time is
ominous.

The author has spent the last year in
France researching nuclear issues.



Notes From a Maturing Tree-Hugger

by Rufus Cohen

Bedazzled. That’s how I feel now —
bedazzled and confused. I am bedazzled
at how quickly my present environmental
ethic has evolved, and confused about
what to do with it. There is no doubt
that I find joy in being scared out of my
skin by rattlesnakes, freezing my fin-
gers in a winter storm, and scrambling
through canyons miles from civilization.
I also do not doubt my ability to come
up with very wild and only slightly il-
legal methods of dam-destruction and
clearcut prevention, but where further
to go with that is still confusing for me.
What I do know is that maintaining a
deep planet connection is difficult in
society today, and I haven't had much
experience defending it.

This is all new to me, first of all, be-
cause I am only seventeen years old,
and second of all because my feelings
on the matter have matured rather
quickly over the past two years on the
National Audubon Society’s Expedition
Institute (AEI), a one-room environ-
mental science/education schoolhouse
on wheels that roams the country seek-
ing knowledge of people, nature, and
deep ecology. This speedy maturing has
come about from sleeping outside every
night, visiting farmers and native
Americans, hiking, canoeing, and ski-
ing in dozens of wilderness settings,
talking with environmental activists,
scientists, and educators, and living in
a self-supportive community. These ex-
periences have given me feelings whose
intensities I have never felt before.
Somewhere in these past two years I
have learned to keep the planet’s wel-
fare in mind and learned that I am an
integral part of it. It is magical how this
connectedness has crept up upon me,
and I am glad that I have gone through
the process of finding it. What is left in
front of me now is the questions of how
to save these new parts of myself that
I value from the overwhelming cultural
machine, and how to protect the planet.

There were many times as a young boy
when other parts of myself were under
attack. As a child raised by quasi-hippie
middle class artists, I had to deal with
the humiliation of wearing sandals to
kindergarten and having homemade
whole wheat bread with garden vegeta-
bles in my lunchbox. Through elementary

school I was constantly and often mali-
ciously reminded that “Rufus” was not
a usual name. A year in England gave
me a chance to deal with being called a
“yankee” and a “yid” (Jew), and during
the two years that I could stand local
high school much of my creativity, excite-
ment for learning, and love for the out-of-
doors was squashed. The rejection T
have felt in each of these situations has
been strong, and in each situation I
changed myself to stop the rejection. I
had my mother buy white bread instead
of making her own, sneakers replaced
my sandals, mindless drivel replaced
my previously creative high school pa-
pers, I tried to give myself an English
accent, and I even attempted to change
my name to ’Charles.’

It was always my emotions that felt
attacked, and I would cover up emotions
or aspects of myself to fit the cultural
mold. I did this for years until I fit the
culturally recognizable role of a blinded
Joe Cool high school punk. Much of my
natural emotionality had given in to
society, and because of that I was less
happy. From my more recent experiences
I know that my emotions are most healthy
and clear while in direct contact with the
natural world. I have come to see my
emotions as being the planet speaking
to me — a dammed river speaking
through my anger, sadness emerging
from a molested forest, and a wild animal
setting off my joy. The “sense of won-
der” that many people today yearn for,

~ and which is netably evident in children,

is a direct communication with the
Earth. I now see any attack on my feel-
ings as an attack on my human nature
and my natural right to communicate
with the environment. Just as I can now
be labeled an “obstructionist,” a “tree-
hugger,” or an “elitist” and be subdued
or ignored by our society, a wolf, for
example, is labeled “a fierce, violent,
sheep-killer” and is subdued and killed
by human beings. What happens to my
nature also happens to the planet’s
nature. At this point I am angry that
all of this has been allowed to happen,
for invaluable parts of myself and the
planet have been lost to the Western
human lifestyle.

I am also bedazzled by my new self-
respect. There is no doubt in my mind
that as my awareness of the Earth
grows, so does awareness of myself.
Respect for the planet’s fluctuations
comes hand in hand with respect for my

r~

own fluctuations. My newfound love for
life includes a reverence for nature and
a reverence for self. As I forget my fears
of unpredictable rainstorms, waterless
deserts, freezing in snowstorms, and wild
predators, I also stop neglecting my
anger, joy, sadness, frustration, etc. Ac-
cepting my emotions has brought about
a true acceptance of myself, for my
emotions have more to do with me than
any material or intellectual standing.

Western civilization has left behind
much of people’s feelings and deep-felt
planetary connection — there is no use
for them in our culture, and they are
averted where possible. My family and
peers don’t understand and don’t like
the reactions they get from “eco-freaks”
like me, because working outside of the
linear logical systems of our society is
often very confronting to them. My
tears and sadness are often deemed
“over-emotional,” and my anger makes
me “abrasive” or an “obstructionist.”
Many environmentalists and conserva-
tion organizations demean the value of
the emotional reaction in their field, for
they prefer to work within the system.
There are two distinct languages here
— culture’s, and nature’s — and I know
them both. I can speak the language of
logic, money, and technology as learned
from my traditional education, or I can
speak the language of ecosystems and
emotions as learned from nature. The
people who run and listen to govern-
ment, media, and education have little
support for the Earth’s language. Wild
species survive only because they sense
the Earth’s language.

Here lies my confusion — which lan-
guage should I speak? Each is not always
best in every situation. For myself, 1
know that I need the voice of the wilder-
ness — the call of the wild — in me if
I am to keep going. But most people do
not understand that. As my friend Mike
Cohen, a guide and founder of AEI,
once put it, “You've got to be like a
coyote — adapting to each environment
as the environment requires, because
the coyote is surviving, even thriving,
in the subdivided world of wilderness
allotments, farmlands, and Compound
1080 . . . .” For instance, if I head off
to traditional college next year, I will
need to find a balance between time de-
voted to schoolwork and time devoted
to the environment, and if I become
fully involved in an issue to save a living
system, I will have to find the right

times to work within the system and
when to work without it. This, I think,
is the challenge for myself and the en-
vironmental movement — to work within
the culture to save our planet without
giving in to the culture. One of the most
vital things that I have learned on AEI
is that there is a difference between
cultural and natural, in the world and
in myself, and that it is people’s accul-
turation that is plundering the Earth,
not human nature.

Finding my own nature and its con-
nection to the planet has indeed been
very special to me, although I am find-
ing that in this day and age I am not
allowed to get close enough. If I ever
do find that special mountain, bay, or
neck of woods with which to live for the
rest of eternity, someone will be in there
to blast, dam, or cut it up. I have been
cheated of the right and ability to hunt
and gather, have a pure spiritual vision,
or to communicate with birds, lions, or
other wild things, and I shall forever
be sore about that. But I was not born
a Hopi, an Australian aborigine, or a
prehistoric European druid, nor was I
born in any day and age but this one.
Much of my survival and happiness still
stems from quick-fix foods, instant elec-
tric musie, and false womb-like shelters
of this culture. But it is all that I have
been born into, and all that I have to
live with.

The best I can do in life now is to live
it toits fullest, accepting that the people
I might meet will be like me, as screwed
over as the landscape, and that both
people and planet need all the help they
can get. I can sympathize with most
people, no matter how crazy they are,
and I can sympathize with falling and
dying condors, for it has all happened
to me too. I cannot expect “pure” wil-
derness, just as I cannot find purely
clear emotions in my heart. It has all
been violated. I am now a child of
Mother Nature and Father Culture, and
have to deal with their clashes and
squabbles. I shall inherit in myself all
that their confrontation has leashed out
onto the world. In a sense, I am kind
of a messed-up child, and have to realize
that my world is not as “simple” as a
pre-Columbian native American’s or
that of a sheltered, rich, unaware, New
York City Jew. As long as I know that
that’s the way I am, then that’s the way
I plan to be — me, a crazy, unpredicta-
ble, lightly schizophrenic tree-hugger.

EDUCATION IS
DIRECT ACTION

By Beth Merrill

If you are thinking a year ahead, sow
seed. If you are thinking ten years
ahead, plant a tree. If you are thinking
one hundred years ahead, educate the
people.

-Chinese proverb

While a great deal of effort is needed
immediately to halt further destruction
of the natural world in the form of tree
sitting, tree spiking and other direct
actions, we also need to begin a massive
campaign to educate the public (and
especially children) about the tenets of
Deep Ecology and about the goals and
strategies of Earth First! to those ends.

Earth First! (and other groups) have
succeeded now in getting media atten-
tion, some favorable and some not so
favorable. But it will take a mass move-
ment if we are ever to achieve the kind
of wilderness to which Dave Foreman
refers in “Dreaming Big Wilderness”
(Lughnasadh edition).

Need some ideas for creative proba-
tion resulting from arrest for direct ac-
tions? Suggest public. presentations as
an alternative. Mass movements arise
when people become aware of life
threatening changes around them, and
especially when they see the struggles
of others to overcome them.

While public marches and demonstra-
tions can be very helpful, actually get-
ting into classrooms and other public
forums to make formal or informal pre-
sentations can do a grgat deal. Short of
hands to pound spikes? Try getting
some slide presentations together to
present to your local colleges and uni-
versities. Since Earth First! is the only
“organization” around which supports
natural ecosystems where indigenous
peoples can pursue their traditional
lifestyles, anthropology (or sociology)
courses are a good place to start, as well
as the other social and natural sciences.
However, I would call on local Earth
First! groups to get into elementary,
junior high and high school classrooms
as well. Perhaps the next generation
will be more sensitive to environmental
destruction and to the importance of
preserving and protecting our ecosys-
tems. ;

What about Kiwanis clubs, Lions
clubs, church groups and other “estab-
lishment”-type groups? Get these
people on your side and you have a mass
movement underway. No stone should
be left unturned, since education is di-
rect action too!

Beth Merrill is an Assistant Profes-
sor of Anthropolgy at Oregon State
University.
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The Radicalization of Ranger Rick

National Wildlife Federation’s Ranger
Rick magazine has finally printed an
article with enough bite in it to anger
land ravagers. Ranger Rick has asked
us to eat peanut butter sandwiches in-
stead of beef! The March issue of
Ranger Rick features a fine article by
Gerry Bishop which explains to children
readers and ranchers (it’s good to know
that ranchers are followers of “The Ad-
ventures of Ranger Rick”), that many
livestock owners are irresponsible,
greedy, and destructive in their practice
of grazing their animals on public land.
Due to this mild eriticism, NWF has
received angry complaints from numer-
ous ranchers and livestock organiza-
tions and publications, including the Na-
tional Wool Grower which retaliated
against this “fiasco” of an article with
their own “Rancher Ram” article. Addi-
tionally,  overgrazing  proponents
launched a letter campaign protesting
NWF’s criticism of ranchers. To counter
the infantile reaction of livestock in-
terests, EF! readers should write to
NWF expressing support for Gerry
Bishop’s criticism of livestock owners
and overgrazing. Write to National
Wildlife Federation, 1412 16th St. NW,
Washington, DC 20036.

Motorcyclers Threaten Fort Sage\,_.v.‘

Mountain :

Motorcyclers plan to build a trailhead
park in the F't. Sage Mtn. area of south-
ern Lassen County, California. The
BLM intends to cater to the wishes of
these heathen, even though public op-
position to the invasion of the infernal
motoreycles is strong. Readers can help
by writing letters expressing their re-
vilement at the BLM’s approval of the
project. Send to Secretary Donald
Hodel, Department of Interior,
Washington, DC 20240. For more infor-
mation contact Russ Winje, POB 54,
Doyle, CA 96109 (916-827-2739).

Good News for Mono Lake

Gulls at Mono Lake are having much
better success with their offspring this
year than last year: last year 5500 chicks
survived; this yearl9,800 survived.
Also, the USFS has agreed to grant
$125,000 to the National Academy of Sci-
ence this fall to study effects of water
diversions on Mono Lake’s ecosystem.
Write to the Mono Lake Committee
(POB 29, Lee Vining, CA 93541; 619-
647-6386) for mbre info.

BLM Abuses Wild Horses

The Animal Protection Institute has
filed suit in a Nevada federal court
against the BLM for cruel treatment of
wild horses occurring during a round-up
that began last January. API blames
not those employed in the round-up, but
high officials in DC who have ordered
a massive capture program — 17,000
horses — without providing adequate
facilities for the horses. API thinks that
the BLM is intentionally making adop-
tion of horses difficult so that they can
auction the horses. Auctioned horses
generally go to slaughterhouses, even-
tually filling the bellies of wealthy
foreign consumers.

Federal Judge Forces NPS to Protect
Its Parks

Environmentalists won a major law-
suit in late July when Judge James von
der Heydt ordered the Park Service to
close 30 mines operating within 7 Alas-
kan Parks. The mines, which caused se-
vere ecological disturbances, must be
closed by early September and the NPS
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may not issue any more mining permits
without environmental assessments, as
it had been doing. This court victory for
wildlife could set a precedent for Parks
thoughout the US.

US-backed Government Invades
Natives’ Land

Resistance by native peoples to amas-
sive hydro-electric project, mining and
commercial logging has triggered a
military invasion of the Cordillera
Mountains of northern Luzon in the
Philippines. The multinational develop-
ment projects, funded by the World
Bank, the West German Government
and wealthy associates of Philippine
President Ferdinand Marcos, have en-
countered opposition from over a dozen
Negrito tribes whose traditional lands
are threatened. Protesters have been
labelled “subversive,” and at least one
tribal spokesperson has been assassi-
nated by government troops.

Recently, military aircraft have ran-
domly bombed villages while army
troops have established roadblocks, ar-
rested and tortured suspected oppo-
nents, and begun to remove tribal
Filipinos to “strategic hamlets” under
military guard. A plea for peace and
justice issued by tribal elders warned
that “We shall shed blood if only to de-
fend our ancestors’ domains from their
desecration by the military.”

One of the hardest hit tribes has been
the Atta, who now suffer. malnutrition
after having been forced off their lands.
For more info on the Atta and other
threatened indigenous peoples through-
out the world and how you can oppose
their decimation, write for bulletins of

Survival International, 29 Craven St.,

London, WC2N 5NT, England. Also
write to President FE. Marcos
(Malacanang Palace, Metro Manila,
Philippines) to protest the militariza-
tion of tribal lands in the northern Cor-
dillera of Luzon. It is especially impor-
tant for Americans to protest -against
these injustices because US military
and economie aid to the Philippines sup-
ports the government.
,

EFler Mark, from Georgia, givm ;zniva g
Summit Ski Area rest stop, OR, Labor Day as part of Bull Run campaign. Photo by

Ron Huber.

Strategically-set Fire May Prevent
Ohia Forest Destruction

Eight months ago some noble de-
viant(s) set fire to equipment of Bio-
Power Corporation, a cutter of wood
chips used for generating electricity on
Big Island (Hawaii). Bio-Power had
planned to cut 3300 acres of old-growth
ohia trees on the Campbell Estate. So

successful was the pyro-tactician, that °

Bio-Power lost $6.5 million in the fire
and is now filing for bankruptcy. How-
ever, due to our country’s lax bank-
ruptey laws, Bio-Power will reorganize
and return to life (as cancers and corpo-
rations are wont to do) to fell eucalyptus

trees in the Waiakea forest area. Fortu-
nately, for now its financial hardships
will prevent Bio-Power from clearing
the 3300 acres of ohia trees.

Freddies Fail to Admit Falsification
of Records

Following reports by Forest Service
employees that the F'S had falsified re-
cords about its woefully inadequate re-
planting activities in California, the in-
corrigible Freddies undertook a review
of these claims of falsification. However,
in their review they failed to find any
wrongdoing in their own activities. Rep-
resentative Jim Weaver has since
explained that this inadequate review
was simply “a bureaucratic excuse” to
allow the F'S to continue its abysmal
forestry practices.

Southern Bears Need Your Help

The bear population in the southern
Appalachians has drastically declined
due to over-hunting, poaching, and poor
game management. Anyone having in-
formation regarding changing game
laws and regulations, please contact
Paul Gallimore, Long Branch Environ-
mental Education Center, Rt.2, Box
132, Leicester, NC 28748.

“We plan to initiate steps to increase
public awareness of our native wildlife,
in hopes that increased appreciation
will help save our wild brethren and
pressure officials to pass ecologically-
sound game management legislation.
Any information.on bears, their popula-
tions and management is appreciated.”

Judge Limits Forest Service Cutting
in Wilderness Areas

District Judge Gerhard Gesell, in re-
sponse to a suit filed by The Wilderness
Society and Sierra Club chapters,
stopped the Freddies from clearing pine
forests in Mississippi, Lousiana, and Ar-
kansas in order to fight pine beetles.
Unfortunately, however, the decision al-
lows limited cutting where such cutting
will (according to the F'S) protect
habitat of the endangered red cockaded
woodpecker.

at

Peace Activists Monkeywrench
Project ELF

Activists from Minnesota and Wiscon-
sin have used saws to dismantle portions
of Project ELF in Wisconsin. These ac-
tivists, some of whom now face charges,
are trying to awaken the public to the
fact that the 54 miles of antenna lines
of ELF not only are being built at the
expense of Wisconsin and Michigan
forests, but also that these lines will be
part of a lst-strike nuclear weapons
system.

Sluggo Slays Canabis Cultivator

A Freddie law officer (a Sluggo) shot
and killed a man suspected of growing
marijuana in Sierra Nevada timber
country in Butte County, California.
This shooting suggests that authorities
in the federal and state attack on
California’s lucrative marijuana busi-
ness (“weedeaters”) will take actions far
more aggressive than any described in
the EPA’s recent (and hefty!) EIS on
the canabis eradication program.

Yellowstone Bears May Be Dying
For Black-Market

Federal investigators and the US
Fish and Wildlife Service are continu-
ously uncovering extensive and lucra-
tive trading in rare animals within the
US and between traders in illegal goods
throughout the world. Species being
poached for the illegal market include
song birds in Europe; birds, primates,
big cats, and reptiles from tropical coun-
tries; and mountain lions, bighorn
sheep, mule deer, elk, and bears from
the US. Several countries appear to be
especially bad in allowing the trade in
rare animals; Bolivia, Peru, the Federal
Republic of Germany, and Japan are
among the worst. The US also is guilty
of failing to stop this destructive trade.
Indeed, evidence now suggests that
Yellowstone bears are being poached to
supply the illegal market in gall
bladders.

Canada Seeks to Undermine Interna-
tional Wildlife Protection

Now that Canada is headed by Brian
Mulroney, a man who displays ignor-
ance and ineptness almost on a par with
Ronald Ray-Gun, Canada is becoming
an international disgrace in its callous
disregard for ecological protection. The
1985 Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora (CITES) demonstrated the
Canadian government’s backwardness.
CITES has the purpose of setting
guidelines to regulate or stop wildlife
trade which jeopardizes endangered
species. Yet repeatedly during the ’85
meeting, Canada objected to adding
species to Appendix I. (Appendix I
species receive maximum protection;
Appendix II species receive fairly ex-
tensive protection; Appendix III is the
weakest .. protective . category.): Of
course, the US — friendly neighbor
that it is — supported Canada’s anti-en-
vironmental designs. Fortunately,
Canada did not prevail in all of its evil
plans, and environmentalists at CITES
were pleased that on the last day of
meetings, over Canada’s objections,
North American gryfalcons and unlisted
species of cranes were added to Appen-
dix I.

Big Max Is Overruled

The Secretary of Agriculture, John
Block, has overruled Forest Service
Chief R. Max Peterson by rejecting as
inadequate two 50 year forest manage-
ment plans for 4 Colorado National
Forests. The Agriculture Secretary is
forcing Max and his Freddies to prove
the economic benefits of its road-build-
ing and deficit timber sales in the San
Juan, Gunnison, Grand Mesa, and Un-
compahgre National Forests before it
allows Louisiana-Pacific to ravage the
beautiful aspen groves for waferwood.

Paradoxically, however, the Agricul-
ture Department’s aversion to deficit
timber sales — and most sales in Col-
orado, Wyoming, and Montana do lose
money —- increases pressure to cut old-
growth forests in the Northwest. It
seems that the most we can hope for
from any of these pro-development fed-
eral agencies is that economic concerns
will convinee them to delay the devasta-
tion of certain regions until the most
lucrative regions are wasted.

Meares Island Activists Publish Book

Environmentalists who have suec-
ceeded in at least postponing the de-
forestation of Meares Island in British
Columbia now have succeeded in pro-
ducing a beautiful and informative
book, Meares Island: Protecting a Nat-
ural Paradise. To obtain a copy and help
the fight to preserve Meares Island,
send $12 to Friends of Clayoquot Sound,
PO Box 489, Tofino, B.C. VOR 2Z0,
Canada.

Letter Writing Action
Asusual, there is a depressingly large



array of issues which need our epistol-
ary attention now. California and
Arizona EFlers in particular need to
start writing. Addresses of US repre-
sentatives are : Rep. ___
House of Representatives, Washmgton
DC 20515. Addresses of US senators are
Sen. e i s o Senate,
Washington, DC 20510. The Secretary
of Interior is: Secretary Donald Hodel,
Dept. of Interior, Washington, DC
20240. »

*Arizona residents: 1. Complain to
Park Superintendent Richard Marks
(POB 129, Grand Canyon, AZ 86023)
about the aircraft traffic in and above
the Grand Canyon.

2. Voice your opposition to the pro-
posed Canyon uranium mine to Dennis
Lund, Kaibab National Forest, 800 S.
6th St., Williams, AZ 86046.

3. Send letters to Supervisor Robert
Tippeconnic, Coronado National Forest,
301 W. Congress, Tucson, AZ 85701 ex-
pressing your opinion that all of Mt.
Graham should be preserved as Wilder-
ness with no observatory atop its sum-
mit, and that all of the Peloncillos should
be designated as Wilderness.

4. Write to the EPA - Region 9 (Dave
Howecamp, Air Quality, 215 Fremont
St., San Francisco, CA 94105) asking
for a denial of the Non Ferrous Smelter
Order — a federal exemption from the
Clean Air Act — for the Phelps Dodge
smelter in Douglas.

*California residents: 1. Ask your
members of the US House of Represen-
titives and US Senate to oppose the Au-
burn Dam and Folsom-South Canal pro-
jects on the lower American River.

2. Ask members of the California as-
sembly (State Capitol, Sacramento, CA
95814) to support S.B. 76 to extend the
ban on killing mountain lions.

3. Ask US rep. Charles Pashayan and
your own representative to reject
amendments weakening the Wild &
Scenic River Act and ask them to grant
Wild & Scenic status to the entire 78.5
miles of the North Fork Kern.

4. Ask legislators to oppose the Keat-
ing dam project and to seek inclusion
of the Merced River in the Wild &
Scenic River System.

5. Ask state representatives to sup-
port the Connally bill (Bill 2582) on
hazardous wastes. -

*US residents: 1. Write to your repre-
sentative asking her or him to vote for
reauthorization of a stronger Super-
fund, and to oppose the weak Superfund
bill HR 2817. Rep. James Florio’s bill,
HR 2560, is decent and needs co-
SpOnSors.

2. Write to Secretary Donald Hodel
asking that the western yellow-billed
cuckoo (no relation to Mr. Reagan) and
the least Bell’s vireo be listed as en-
dangered, and that their habitat along
California rivers be preserved.

3. Ask Senator Robert Stafford
(Chair, Committee on Environment and
Public Works) and Representative Wal-
ter Jones (Chair, Committee on Mer-
chant Marine and Fisheries) to
strengthen the Endangered Species
Act, now up for reauthorization, and to
add to the ESA strict protection for can-
didate species. Also write to senators
(especially John Chafee, chair of the Se-
nate subcommittee responsible for the
ESA) demanding that the ESA not be
weakened by any amendment that
would allow more hunting of en-
dangered species.

4. Ask legislators to drop PURPA in-
centives for new hydroelectric projects.
Also ask them to support changes in the
range of issues considered during hy-
droelectric licensing and relicensing
which would require FERC (Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission) to
thoroughly evaluate the environmental
impacts of water projects and to consult
with fish and wildlife agencies in deter-
mining how best to regulate dams. Urge
senators to support the Evans/Metzen-
baum amendment which would force
FERC to give greater weight to en-
vironmental considerations.

4. Tell legislators, especially Morris
Udall, and John Herrington (Secretary,
Dept. of Energy, Independence Ave.,
Washington, DC 20585) and Donald
Hodel that the Canyonlands area of
Utah must be preserved and eliminated
from consideration as a site for a nuclear
waste repository.

5. Write to Senators askmg that they
follow the lead of the House in voting
to reduce the Forest Service road-build-
ing budget and increase the trails
budget.

6. Ask legislators to support provi-
sions of a 1985 Farm bill that protects
erodible land and wetlands from agricul-
ture and that promotes organic farming.

7. Ask legislators and Robert Burford
(Director, BLM, Washington, DC
20240) to protect all of the Owyhee
Canyonlands in Nevada, Idaho, and Ore-
gon, as Wilderness.

8. Urge legislators to impose
economic sanctions against Japan and
any other whaling country until they
stop whaling. Ask Malcolm Baldridge
(Secretary, Commerce Dept.,
Washington, DC 20240) to revoke
Japan’s fishing rights in US waters until
Japan ceases whaling.

9. Ask legislators to support House
Joint Resolution 3 to resume negotia-
tions on a Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty.

10. Tell senators to abolish the Syn-
thetic Fuels Corporation.

11. Tell representatives to oppose HR
1934 which would weaken the law reg-
ulating coal leases. Insist that stricter
environmental protection provisions be

_ added to leasing laws.

12. Ask representatives to co-sponsor
HR 1888 and senators to co-sponsor S
826 to stop New York’s Westway high-
way from being built.

13. Urge legislators to support strong
cost-sharing requirements for federal
water projects of the Army Corps of
Engineers.

*Earth citizens: 1. Write to Executive

- Director (your country), World Bank,

1818 H St., NW, Washington, DC 20433
USA. Send a copy of the letter to A.W.
Clausen, President, World Bank at
same address. In the letter, suggest
that it is essential for the World Bank
to adopt and enforce strong environ-
mental protection provisions for its
lending policies, at least as strong as
those proposed by the US Treasury.
Department.

2. Write to Prime Minister Bob
Hawke (Parliament House Canberra
2600, Australia) asking that he reverse
his deeision not to nominate the Queens-
land wet tropics for World Heritage
listing.

3. Tell Barry Cohen (Environmental
Minister, Parliament House, Canberra
ACT 2601, Australia) to preserve all Tas-
manian rainforests and to enact strict
woodchip export license restrictions.

4. Request from Campaign Against
Nuclear Waste Dumping in the Pacific
(Japanese Catholic Council for Justice
and Peace, 10-1 Rokubancho, Chiyoda-
ku, Tokyo 102, Japan) petitions protest-
ing Japan’s plans to dump nuclear waste
in the Pacific Ocean (600 miles north of
the Mariana Islands).

5. Send a letter opposing the New

. Ishigaki Airport, which would damage

the Shiraho Coral Reef, to The Okinawa
Development Agency, 1-6-1 Negata-
cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan.

YELLOWSTONE
BEARS
PROTEST AGAIN

This summer Earth First! declared
war on the Reaganites’ mismanagement
of national parks and national forests
which are essential habitat of our most
magnificent land mammal — the grizzly
bear, Ursus horribilis. Earth First held
2 major series of actions aimed at awa-
kening the public to the threatened
status of the grizzly bear, and pressur-
ing officials to correct bad policies and
practices which allow the destruction of
grizzly habitat. Our actions were effec-
tive, yet more campaigns are needed to
stop annihilation of grizzly bears by the
US Fish and Wildlife Service — the
agency most to blame for the demise of
the grizzly, insofar as it is this agency
which is responsible for enforcement of
the Endangered Species Act — the
Forest Service, and the National Park
Service — arguably the least destruc-
tive of these 3 agencies in its handling
of the bear situation. In short, the
Reagan Administration, at the cabinet

+ and departmental levels is causing the

extinction of the grizzly . . . so we must

stop them.

Due to a shortage of time and ac-
tivists, Yellowstone EFlers will wait
until the next issue of EF! to give a
more complete report of the threats to
the Greater Yellowstone Ecosystem and

what actions EF! has taken and will
take to end these threats. For now we
will simply briefly mention the actions
we took on August 11 and 12. We had
planned our actions on behalf of
grizzlies and Yellowstone for August 11,
so naturally we were pleased when we
learned that Secretary of Interior
(Scoundrel of Interior) Donald Hodel
would be in our neighborhood at Yellow-
stone that day. Listening to Hodel
speak angered us; Hodel said the grizzly
is recovering. We pointed out to him
why this is a patently absurd claim. We
bombarded Hodel with questions,
which he answered poorly if at all. The
next day, EF! in various ways protested
the Forest Service decision to allow the
development of Ski Yellowstone. We pro-
tested Ski Yellowstone because this re-
sort would further destroy the Yellow-
stone Ecosystem and -crucial bear
habitat. Ski Yellowstone planners have
already violated their permit twice in
the last year, yet the F'S does nothing
to stop them.

EF! needs more people to help ﬁght
to save Yellowstone, the grizzly, and all
other wildlife in this spectacular region.
If youd be willing to help, or if you
want more information on these issues,
contact Joe Woodelf, c/o 718 S 12th,
Bozeman, MT 59715.

BARTH RAN 6ER

7 Looks LIKE

/onE oF THEM'S
GoTTEN BAck

\ WWTo THE AREA

TIME: DAYBREAK
PLACE: VYELLOWSTONE NArionAL PARK

YEP A LONE MALE,
WE'LL HAVE To TAKE
HiM ouT OF HERE,
(ET YOUR TRANGUILIZER
Gun  READY

EARTH FIRST!
TAX COMMITTEE FORMS

At the Round River Rendezvous, a
group of Earth Firstlers got together
to work on land preservation from a
standpoint of tax laws, economics (let
free enterprise work!), and conserva-
tion easements. For information and
to offer your help, contact Charlotte
Neyland, 613 Elm St., Coffeyville, KS
67337 (316)251-2363.

TT's WEIGH 'IM avD
TAG ‘UM, Il €A ™E Citors,
T TAKE HiM BACK To s
romEg RANGE

—

(group in your area.

The Earth First! Directory is being revised and will appear
in the next issue. Marcy Willow, who has coordinated the
Directory and Local EF! Groups, is moving to Iceland, and
Bob Kaspar is taking over as EF! Local Groups Coordinator.
Please contact Bob at POB 37, Glen Haven, WI
53810 (608) 794-2373 if you wish to be listed as a:
local EF! contact or if you wish to organize an EF!

AN UGLY
SUCKER

=T

BAMN TOURISTS
VST cAN'T S7AY
louT vE GRIZZLY BAK: TO
BEAR HABLTAT wisw JERTEY

CHRISTOPH MANKS
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- UNIFYING THE
COLORADO
PLATEAU

By Grant Johnson

The finest view I have ever witnessed
was from the summit of Navajo Moun-
tain, the center of the Colorado Plateau.
It stands not only as a tombstone for
Glen Canyon, but as a sentinel for
myriad canyons; a focal point for the
arteries and capillaries of the most col-
orful creative erosion on this side of
Earth.

As the cancer of European man
spread like mold across the cheese of
North America, the canyonlands were
rarely penetrated. When they were, the
explorers worked their way through the
maze preoccupied with a fear of being
repelled by impenetrable barriers.
After the Civil War, the US government
felt so insecure about this vast, unmap-
ped area that they sent Major John Wes-

ley Powell out to chart the great un-.

known. Then the Mormon pioneers, bus-
ily settling the Eastern Great Basin,
pushed into the western edge of the Col-
orado drainage where water could be
diverted from the mountains to irrigate
crops to feed all of the hungry mouths
— cattle and sheep.

Brigham Young, the Mormon leader,
was worried about the “empty” land
being settled by “nonsaints” so he in-
formed the most hardy pioneers along
the Mormon Belt (Wasatch Front) that
they must leave behind their new homes
and fields (for the tender newcomers)
and go on a “mission” to settle the wild-
lands and tame the “savages” who inha-
bited the “unexplored” country. This
“Hole in the Rock” expedition would
never have happened if the people had
been left to do it for themselves. It was
their tenacious faith, Brigham’s brow,
and the Escalante bretheren’s grain
(sold to them at 5 times the going rate)
‘that helped them survive the rough
winter while chisling a way down to the
Colorado River. Thus Bluff and Bland-
ing were created.

For nearly 70 years, livestock and ag-
riculture were all that sustained the iso-
lated communities until uranium was
discovered in the Morrison and Chinle
Formations. The roading, drilling and
mining of the canyons began in the
1950’s with government-sponsored cap-
ital incentives. Much of the land was
never reached and much has since re-
claimed itself due to the erosive nature
of the clays on which most roads were
built.

The first roads from Poison Springs
across the Dirty Devil River and up
Happy Canyon to join the new road
down the Flint Trail above the Maze
were bulldozed by Tenneco for tar sands
exploration.

Glen Canyon Damn was built from
1957 to 1964. High water in 1983 flooded
the heart of the Canyon Country. In the
1970’s, paved highways were built from
Blanding to Hanksville through flooded
Hite, and to Hall's Crossing and
Bullfrog Marinas. I-70 split the San
Rafael Swell country in half where no
roads had been previously. The Frem-
ont River Canyon through Capitol Reef
National Park was ravaged by the con-
struction of a paved road, and this year
in Canyonlands National Park, the old
winding dirt road that unwound people
by slowly guiding their vehicles out to
Grandview Point was traded for a mod-
ern highway designed to mainline road-
rally tourists into the Island in the Sky
for a grand view 3,000 feet above the
two rivers that merge to form the aorta
of the Colorado Plateau . . . . And now
they want to pave the Burr Trail!

Mining and extensive drilling were
done after 1975 south of the Henry
Mountains by Exxon and Consumer
Power who built a 700 ton-a-day
uranium mill and leased a state section
for a new “town” called Ticaboo. Now
the State of Utah wants 3,000 acres of
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BLM land in the area for development.

Page, Arizona, was built not only for
the construction of Glen Canyon Dam,
but also for the Navajo Power Plant
which is supplied by the Black Mesa
strip mine via a 75 mile-long coal haul-
ing quain.

Energy Fuels Nuclear (owned by a
group of Swedish millionaires) built a
5,000-ton-a-day uranium mill south of
Blanding on White Mesa. I witnessed
the D-8 bulldozers push 1,000 year-old
freshly excavated Anasazi ruins into
piles of rubble to accomodate the ponds
which would store radioactive wastes
forever above the water table of the
Paiute tribe (who were garrisoned by
the Mormons on this site after the last
Indian battle in the US in 1923) living
several miles south in square govern-
ment housing on White Mesa. Energy
Fuels Nueclear now has plans for another
mill next to the Paria-Hackberry Wil-
derness Study Area (WSA) to process
their new uranium discoveries on both
sides of the Grand Canyon.

Calvin Black, San Juan County Com-
missioner, has been trying for some
time to privatize 160 acres of BLM land
next to Natural Bridges National Monu-
ment at the junction of highways 95 and
261 (the road across Cedar Mesa). Now
the State of Utah wants 5,000 acres in
their land exchange with the BLM here
for developmental purposes.

Coal mines and powerplants are a con-
tinual threat because of coal deposits
around the Henry Mountains, in the
Bookeliffs, under the entire
Kaiparowits region, and in the Alton
Hills below Bryce Canyon National
Park. Already developed with mines
and powerplants are the cliffs northeast
of the San Rafael Swell and on the oppo-
site side of the Colorado Plateau in the

Four Corners region.

Burr Trail at Circle Cliffs. Pholo by Scott Smith.

Tar sands, an extremely unprofitable
oil source (unless paid for by Federal
government subsidies), are a major
threat in the lower Dirty Devil — part
of the Canyonlands National Park/Glen
Canyon National Recreation Area re-
gion. Another 50,000 acres in the Circle
Cliffs, headwaters of the lower eastern
Escalante tributaries, are also prop-
osed for tar sands development. Not
even a dirt road separates this un-
touched country from Capitol Reef Na-
tional Park on the east and Glen Canyon
NRA on the south.

This country for the most part has
not produced profit. Uranium, oil and
coal explorations are a corporate tax
write-off. In the 1950’s, the government
created high uranium prices and sub-
sidized exploration to spur the atomic
era. Mills were built in the 1970’s that
never paid for themselves — like Con-
sumer Power’s Ticaboo Mill and Energy
Fuels Nuclear’s “White Mesa Project.”
These two are now shut down along with
Rio Algon’s in Lisbon Valley and the ex-
tensively rebuilt Atlas Millin Moab. The
“losses” these corporations “suffered”
were paid for by the taxpayers.

The Dixie National Forest is in the
midst of an extensive roading and log-
ging “Pine Beetle Control Program” in
virgin Ponderosa pine roadless areas
under the Aquarius Plateau (headwat-
ers of the Escalante River). According
to The Wilderness Society’s study on
deficit timber sales, the USFS looses
98 cents on every dollar they spend.

To complicate matters, the govern-
ment has divided responsibility of vast
roadless areas among several different
agencies, segmenting them by bureauc-
ratic boundaries into smaller roadless
areas, studying them individually, and
discarding most. For example:

* Canyonlands National Park was ar-

% @

bitrarily created in the center of a huge
federally-owned roadless area and left
pieces of a National Forest and various
BLM parcels outside. Glen Canyon
NRA also abuts the Park. Now the
Energy Department is considering plac-
ing the first high level nuclear waste
dump one and a half miles from the Park
boundary, inside the true roadless area.

*Arches National Park’s roadless
areas adjoin BLM units equal to what
is inside the Park. Uranium interests
have so far hindered Wilderness consid-
eration for these areas.

*Capitol Reef National Park is a vast,
remote wilderness because of the sur-
rounding wildlands administered by the
BLM, Forest Service, and Glen Canyon
NRA.

The million acres of the lower Es-
calante includes the south third of
Capitol Reef NP, part of Glen Canyon
NRA, and seven BLM units (five of
which were thrown out in the inventory
from Wilderness Study Area status for
absurdities such as “no topographical
screening”). One such area of about
40,000 acres in the Circle Cliffs, thrown
out for no topographical screening, was
suggested suitable for tar sands de-
velopment by the BLM in their draft
EIS on tar sands due to topographic
features that would hide the destruction
from the surrounding Parklands and the
Escalante Canyons WSA.

The central Capitol Reef roadless
area is dwarfed by large adjoining Na-
tional Forest and BLM areas. The
BLM’s Steep Creek WSA was trimmed
on the west up to The Guleh for uranium
speculation and on the south to make it
appear separate from the Escalante
Canyons WSA. In fact, only a dirt road
(the Burr Trail), with no side spurs or
developments, passes through this in-
tegral part of the Escalante Canyons
that twist and gorge up into Boulder
Mountain. Dixie National Forest threw
out their part of this massive roadless
area in RARE I, for no apparent
reason, then lit a “controlled burn” on
a dry windy day in 1977 on Indian Bench
that burned 7,000 acres of mostly Pon-
derosa pine growing around and above
five major slickrock canyons. Then
Strong Brothers Construction, working
on a new Boulder Mountain Highway,
was hired to bulldoze “fireroads” to help
200 firefighters on location. The fire
burned past the “roads” and ended at
the edge of Oak Creek Canyon. Next
followed an “Emergency Timber Sale”
to “salvage” the dead wood. Most of the
trees cut were not dead. Now, eight
years later, logging is still going on with
more roads planned into areas that were
never touched by the fire. Environmen-
talists are reluctant to protect forest in
an area famous for its red rock.

This forest is the headwaters of some
of the most spectacular ecanyons that run
south into the Escalante and east
through Capitol Reef. Elk, bear, and
cougar,to mention a few, depend on the
continuum of wildernesss in which to
live. Several years ago a bull moose was
seen heading south. It was speculated
that he had wandered down from the
Manti/LaSalle National Forest looking
for new territory.

The north end of Capitol Reef Na-
tional Park ends too soon as the equally
spectacular San Rafael Reef carries on
the slickrock and colored clay desert for
another 75 miles. The San Rafael Swell
is a vast wilderness segmented by roads
that cut through in several places. Some
uranium exploration and mining has oc-
cured but most of the area is wilderness.
This incredible area deserves National
Park status and has not been dealt with
Justly in the BLM WSA process.

Zion National Park’s southeastern
end is roadless and abuts the BLM Can-
naan Mountain and Parunaweep WSAs.

continued on pg. 21



EF! PROPOSES 16 MILLION ACRES
OF BLM WILDERNESS IN UTAH

3 Million Acre Escalante Wilderness!

The State of Utah contains one of the
most enthralling displays of primitive
landscape on Earth. Although Utah has
a relatively large percentage of its fed-
eral land in National Parks and National
Forests, much of the most spectacular,
biotically important, and pristine wil-
derness is managed by the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM). And in few
other places in the United States is so
much wildness under attack (see Grant
Johnson’s accompanying article).

Earth First! has focused on the wild
and threatened BLM lands of Utah on
several occasions. The BLM’s wilder-
ness review process is now coming to a
climax and your input in strong support
of a visionary Wilderness preservation
plan is essential. The Utah Wilderness
Association is recommending that 3.8
million acres of BLM lands in Utah be
recommended to Congress for Wilder-
ness designation. They say that their
proposal is a pragmatie, politically feas-
ible and defensible one. In other words,
they have made many compromises al-
ready. The Sierra Club, Wilderness So-
ciety, Southern Utah Wilderness As-
sociation and other groups are propos-
ing that 5 million acres of BLM land be
designated as Wilderness. This proposal
is good as far as it goes, but is still mired
in the desire to appear “credible,” to
play the Wilderness game by the rules
established by the BLM (actually by
Exxon, the San Juan County Commis-
sion, the livestock industry, and off-
road-vehicle dolts). There is little vision
in this proposal as well.

But the vision is there. In the land.
The redrock canyons, stone arches,
hanging gardens of delight, restful
copses of cottonwoods beside desert
pools, vast empty silence-filled basins
and ranges, and thundering rivers have
all the magie, all the dreams one could
ever desire. They deserve better than
business as usual, better than acquies-
cence in the legitimatization of roads
that never should have been built, bet-
ter than collaboration with the storm
troopers of industrial tyranny. It is time
that we as conservationists reached

Desolation Canyon.

back to the mythic figures of modern
conservation — Bob Marshall and Aldo
Leopold — who proposed a 9 million
acre Wilderness National Park in south-
ern Utah in 1938. It is time we respond
to the BLM’s wilderness review not
with carefully crafted political prag-
matism, but with the love and pain this
surrealistic landscape inflicts in our
eyes, hearts, and feet. With the sorrow
and passion found in the writings of
Edward Abbey. And in Grant Johnson’s
words in this issue.

We have tried to devise a visionary ‘

Wilderness proposal for the BLM lands
of Utah. We are sending it to BLM and
we urge you to write in support of it to
BLM. This proposal is yet a draft and
no doubt needs fine-tuning. If you have
comments, additions, deletions, etc. for
it, please send them to us in Tucson.
After BLM issues its final Wilderness
recommendation, the Utah Congres-

+ sional Delegation, with all the wisdom,

thoughtfulness and judgment of a Sher-
man tank, will begin jerking an entirely
inadequate bill through Congress. At
that time, the EF'! proposal should be
complete and we will need to organize
strong suppport for it in letters to Con-

to: State Director
BLM

‘:ﬂ

324 South State St.

Salt Lake City, UT 84111
4 SakLake G+1

1

WRITE IN SUPPORT OF THE EF! PROPOSAL

=

San Juan River.

Photo by Dave oreman.

gress and through other actions. Stay
tuned. The battle for Utah should be as
hard-fought as that for the Alaska
Lands Bill.

A list of areas and acreages in the
Earth First! proposal follows, but sev-
eral of the areas deserve highlighting.

*ESCALANTE — We propose a
3,000,000 acre Wilderness in one unit
here, including the Henry Mountains,
Waterpocket Fold, Circle Cliffs, Es-
calante Canyons, Kaiparowits Plateau,
Smoky Mountain, Wahweap Canyon,
upper Paria River, and Pink Cliffs. In
addition to BLM land, this internation-
ally significant Wilderness proposal in-
cludes portions of Capitol Reef National
Park, Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area, Bryce Canyon National Park, and
the Dixie National Forest. Roads to be
closed include the Burr Trail and the
Hole in the Rock road.

* DEATH HOLLOW/AQUARIUS
PLATEAU —This 750,000 acre Wilder-
ness is primarily made up of Dixie Na-

_tional Forest land including Boulder

Mountain and the lake-studded subal-
pine Aquarius Plateau, as well as BLM’s
Phipps/Death Hollow WSA. It includes
a small already-designated Wilderness
Area.

* WESTERN DESERT — We prop-
ose several large areas in Utah’s Great
Basin which will require the closure of
a variety of dirt roads. Too often conser-
vationists give short shrift to the au-
stere empty spaces of western Utah.
Outstanding huge Wildernesses can be
designated here.

* CANYONLANDS — This extraor-
dinary area of 2,500,000 acres includes
Canyonlands National Park and por-
tions of Glen Canyon National Recre-
ation Area, and the Manti-LaSal Na-
tional Forest (including a small Dark
Canyon Wilderness Area). Features are
the Dirty Devil River, the Maze, the
Needles, Cataract Canyon, Dark Can-
yon, Labyrinth and Stillwater Canyons
on the Green, the Island in the Sky, and
the San Rafael Desert. Roads to the
Needles, Grandview Point, and Mineral
Bottom will remain as corridors. Power

Photo by Dave Foreman.

boats will be banned from the Colorado --

and Green Rivers.

* SAN RAFAEL SWELL — Two
units of 1,000,000 and 700,000 acres are
divided by I-70. The larger southern
unit includes a portion of Capitol Reef
National Park, and Thousand Lake
Mountain on the Manti-LaSal National
Forest.

* ARCHES — This 200,000 acre unit
includes Arches National Park (with
several road corridors) and the sur-
rounding BLLM land.

* DESOLATION CANYON — This
extremely diverse area of 2,200,000

_acres includes Desolation Canyon on the

Green River, the Book Cliffs, and the
Roan Plateau. The roadless portion of
the Uintah Indian Reservation is
included. There is adjacent land in Col-
orado as well.

* GREAT SALT LAKE DESERT —
One of the BLM’s largest roadless areas
has been virtually ignored by BLM and
conservationists alike because it is “bor-
ing” salt flats. Earth First! doesn’t
think so (in fact our infamous picture in
Outside was taken here). We propose
two Wilderness units here divided by
1-80. If, however, the salt flats become
Bonneville Lake and close the Inter-
state, then this should be one
Wilderness.

The total Earth First! Utah BLM Wil-
derness Proposal 1is approximately
16,000,000 acres, including about
2,500,000 acres of Forest Service, Na-
tional Park, state, and private lands.
All roads should be closed in each unit
and other developments removed. The
grazing of commerical livestock should
be eliminated. Private and state lands
should be acquired by the BLM. All
areas should be withdrawn from all

forms of appropriation wunder the

mineral laws.

1. Beaver Dam Wash* 230,000 acres

2. Moquith Mountain® 160,000

3. Escalante 3,000,000

4. Wah Wah Mountains South 370,000

5. Death Hollow/Aquarius Plateau
750,000

6. Mt. Ellsworth 180,000

7. Sevier Lake/King Top 1,000,000

8. House Range 1,000,000

9. Deep Creek Range* 200,000

10. Little Sahara 130,000

11. Clay Hills 180,000

12. Moki Canyon 250,000

13. Grand Gulch 200,000

1. Fish Creek 250,000

15. Canyonlands 2,500,000

16. South San Rafael Swell 1,000,000

17. North San Rafael Swell 700,000

18. Negro Bill 40,000

19. Westwater Canyon* 230,000

20. Arches 200,000

21. Desolation Canyon* 2,200,000

22. North Salt Lake Desert* 600,000

23. South Salt Lake Desert 40,000

*Acreage given only for area in Utah,
additional acreage in Nevada, Arizona,
or Colorado. Acreages are not exact.

All other BLM WSAs outside of
these larger complexes should also be
designated as Wilderness Areas.

Page 15 Earth First! September 22, 1985



GILA PLAN: ROADS AND LOGGING

Earth First! Proposes 1.3 Million Acre Gila Wilderness

By Dave Foreman

Growing up in New Mexico, as I
began to explore the wildernesses of
the Sandia, Jemez, and Sangre de
Cristo Mountains near Albuquerque,
the Gila Wilderness far to the south took
on mythic proportions in my mind. It
was vast, remote, incomparably wild .

. and unknown. It became my EIl-
dorado, my Ultima Thule. It was my
Heart of Darkness, the center of my
biosphere.

After its trails, canyons and ridges
became familar to my foot, after its
geography became embedded in my
mind, the Gila lost only the “unknown.”
It remained as mysterious and fascinat-
ing after my many explorations as it
had been when it was the beckoning,
blank spot on the map.

I cut my conservation teeth on the
Gila Wilderness and the wild, lightly de-
veloped National Forest of the same
name surrounding it. In 1972, I took on
the job of coordinating the New Mexico
Wilderness Study Committee’s
taskforce on the Gila National Forest
for RARE I — the first roadless area
review and evaluation of the Forest Ser-
vice — and got to know the other re-
maining roadless areas outside the
great Wilderness. That fall, I helped to
coordinate the conservation groups’ de-
velopment of a comprehensive new Wil-
derness proposal for the Gila Wilder-
ness and the adjacent Gila Primitive
Area.

I moved down to the Gila and lived
there in a hundred-year-old adobe for
eight years. Catron County, which in-
cludes much of the Gila, is one of the
largest and least populated counties in
the nation — its population density
when I moved there in 1973 was one
person for every three square miles.
Most of the two thousand people were
clustered in small hamlets; the majority
of the county was uninhabited by hu-
mans. We drove 65 miles one way to the
grocery store. In many respects, it was
still the frontier.

ARIZoN A

NEW MeXieo
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Aldo Leopold Wilderness. Photo by Dave Foreman.

But we know that frontiers are to con-
quer. To the Forest Service the 3.3 mil-
lion acres of the Gila National Forest
(2.5 million acres outside of designated
Wilderness Areas) is a particularly lu-
scious frontier awaiting the bulldozer,
chainsaw, and FORPLAN computer.
Their recently released Forest Plan and
Draft Environmental Impact State-
ment are no different than any of the
others. Itis the battleplan for the trans-
formation of a relatively undeveloped
open space and backcountry region into
a managed human-centered landscape.
It is the story of Virginia, Ohio, Texas
and California writ again.

It is useless to argue with the Forest
Service on their grounds, using their
points of reference. They worship at the
altar of the Great God of Technology
and have a holy charge to make the
forests and mountains march to their
drum beat. We worship at the altar of
the Goddess of the Wilderness and seek
to re-learn to dance to the rythym of
Her sweet song. We have nothing to
talk about with the Forest Service.
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As I look back over the fifteen years
of working with the Gila National
Forest, of playing the game according
to their rules, I realize my capitulation
from a Wilderness Vision. As much as
any other individual, I drew the bound-
aries of the present Gila Wilderness.
Now it is time to do what is right.

The Gila Wilderness was the first Wil-
derness Area protected anywhere in the
world. At the urging of Aldo Leopold,
the Forest Service administratively set
it aside in 1924 as a one million acre
reserve safe from roads and timber cut-
ting. In less than eight years, however,
they punched a road through its heart,
severing the Black Range on the east
from the rest of the area. This road
the North Star Road — is yet today a
thin ribbon of gravel, sometimes
washed out, that divides the two wil-
dest areas in New Mexico from each
other. As the poptops open or the wine
is uncorked whenever New Mexico con-
servationists meet, someone will mur-
mur dreamily, “Wouldn’t it be nice to
close the North Star Road?”

It would, indeed.

In that light, allow me to offer a vision
for the Gila National Forest; a reasona-
ble, economically-sensible alternative
which will restore what Aldo Leopold,
fresh out of the Yale School of Forestry,
found in the Gila when he stepped off
the train in 1909 to go to work for the
Forest Service.

1. First and foremost, the North Star
Road should be closed and the Gila and
Aldo Leopold Wilderness Areas com-
bined into one unified Wilderness of
1,300,000 acres. Other minor dirt and
gravel roads around the periphery
should also be closed and the two small
mud reservoirs of Snow Lake and Wall
Lake removed. The twenty-mile long
paved road into the Gila Cliff Dwellings
National Monument and the develop-
ments at the Cliff Dwellings and Gila
Hot Springs should be phased out over
the next ten years.

2. Twelve other roadless area com-
plexes, totalling one million acres,
should be protected as Wilderness
Areas also (see map). Dirt roads should
be closed, timber sales rehabilitated,
and other developments removed to es-
tablish the following areas:

*A. Sawyers Peak 90,000 acres

*B. Meadow Creek 40,000

*C. Gila Middle Box 72,000

*D. Hells Hole 30,000

*E. Blue Range/San Francisco River
165,000

*F. Mogollon Mountains 150,000

*G. Tularosa Mountains 275,000

*H. Frisco Box 40,000

*1. Wahoo Peak 60,000

*J. Escondido Mountain 55,000

*K. Funny Rocks 20,000

*L. Fox Mountain 15,000

The Hells Hole and Blue Range/San
Francisco River areas include addi-
tional land in Arizona. Acreages given
are for the New Mexico portions only.

3. There should be no new road con-
struction on the Forest, .roads in the
proposed Wilderness Areas should be
closed and reclaimed, and all vehicles

should be restricted to designated con-
structed roads.

4. No old growth or previously unlog-
ged forest should be cut. There should
be no deficit timber sales.

5. The grizzly and wolf should be rein-
troduced into the Gila Wilderness and
possibly into the other large roadless
areas on the Forest. The river otter
should be reintroduced in the Gila and
San Francisco Rivers, and studies
should be made for possible reintroduc-
tion of jaguar, ocelot and jaguarundi.
Bighorn sheep and pronghorn popula-
tions should be expanded.

6. Livestock grazing should be phased
out on the entire Gila National Forest
during the next decade.

7. The entire Gila National Forest
should be withdrawn from appropria-
tion under the Mining Laws and Mineral
Leasing Laws.

8. All trapping and any form of pre-
dator control should be prohibited on
the Forest.

9. There should be no use of her-
bicides, pesticides, fungicides, or other
poisons on the Forest.

10. Management concentration for
the Gila National Forest should be on
reforestation, rehabilitation of over-
grazed areas, repair of damaged water-
sheds, erosion control, closure of roads,
protection and restoration of natural
wildlife habitat, and other healing ac-
tivities, using native species only.

11. The Forest Service should work
to return the entire area to a natural
fire regime.

The Gila — America’s first Wilderness
— deserves better than we have given
it. It has the greatest potential of any
montane area in the lower 48 states out-
side of the Northern Rockies to be re-
stored to a full, dynamic, diverse,
healthy wilderness condition. The only
thing lacking to achieve this noble goal
is the vision, will, and commitment of
conservationists. You can supply that.

WHAT YOU CAN DO

1. Write the Forest Supervisor, Gila
National Forest, 2610 N. Silver Street,
Silver City, NM 88061 in support of
the Earth First! alternative for the
Gila National Forest.

2. Contact Earth First!, POB 5871,
Tucson, AZ 85703 if you would like to
work on fine-tuning the Earth First!
Gila proposal, and to begin to promote
it.

ila. Photo by Dave Freman.



STIKINE RIVER THR

By Rabinowitz

By 1986, large-scale logging
operations and an open-pit coal mine
may tarnish each end of British
Columbia’s largest wilderness
watercourse, the Stikine River.
Recently B.C. government ministries
began to review a five volume proposal
by Gulf Canada to develop an
anthracite coal mine near the Stikine’s
source and apparently within the
“Spatsizi plateau natural area of
Canadian significance” — a potential
National Park. Meanwhile, true to
Forest “Service” tradition, the B.C.
forests ministry has been workingon a
“local resource use plan” that would
allow large-scale logging in the lower
Stikine, upriver of the lands protected
by Alaska’s Stikine-LaConte
Wilderness Area. This logging could
begin next spring, and work on the
mine is slated for late next year.

Small-scale logging for Spruce and
Cottonwood taken in booms downriver
to Wrangell, Alaska, has been occuring
on the lower Stikine for the past two
winters and will probably continue
this winter. A ministry engineer is
now studying the impact of log boom
movements on the Stikine as a
consulting firm produces a plan to (as
usual) “minimize the visual impact” of
logging. The consultants are also
supposed to consider the river’'s
recreational values and the impact of
logging on fishing. The studies will be
combined by October and released for
public input. According to Glenn
Bohn, Vancouver Sun reporter, the
head of the Cassiar forest district, Ian
Bowie, hopes that the plan will lead to
the granting of licenses and increased
logging by next spring.

Proponents of the coal mine on the
upper Stikine have estimated that the

mine would create 500 jobs directly
and 500 indirectly, and would involve
the extraction of 1.5 million tons of
coal a year for the next 20 years. A Gulf
Canada spokesperson said that a
sample of 20,000 tons has already been
mined from the Klappan area at the
edge of the Stikine watershed.

Unfortunately, the bureaucratic .

designation of ‘‘natural  area of
Canadian significance” presents no
legal barriers to resource extraction.
The B.C. province has juridiction over
these lands and resources, so the
federal government would have to
obtain B.C. approval to enact a
Federal-provincial agreement before
giving the area National Park status.
However, there has been no request
from the B.C. government for this to
happen.

The Spatsizi Plateau area
encompasses 10,000 square kilometers
surrounding Spatsizi Provincial Park.
It is one of the 48 unique natural re-
gions identified by the federal govern-
ment in Canada. According to a Parks
Canada document, “each of these
natural regions should be represented
in the system of national parks.” The
Spatsizi Plateau area lies within
“Natural Region 7,” which stretches
from the Alaska/Yukon border almost
to Prince George. There are currently
no National Parks in Natural Region 7.

Recently conservation groups whose
common goal is the protection of the
Stikine watershed met together for the
first time. the participating groups
included the Association of United
Tahltans, a tribal association of the
people native to the Area; Friends of
the Stikine, based in northern B.C.;
the Yukon Conservation Society; and
the Southeast Alaska Conservation
Council (SEACC). Together they
called for a moratorium on

Photo by Gary Fiegehen.

EATENED

Tahltan fishermen on lower Stikine. Postcard from Friends of Stikine.

“commercial logging on the lower
river, hydro-electric development,
large-scale mining, flooding reserves,
access roads (and) further alienation of
agricultural and residential lands.”
They also called for all land use
proposals within the Stikine
watershed to be subject to the
settlement of the Tahltan land claim.
About 1,500 Tahltans live in the area
and their claim takes in about 100,000
square kilometers from the Yukon to a
point north of Stewart. The groups
want the Stikine River corridor to be
granted park status to maximize
protection of its wild state, noting that
under present policy, federal
provisions recognize the need to settle
aboriginal land claims and to include
native people in park management.
They ask allowance to be made for the
continuation of all traditional Tahltan
activities, and that a National Park

Reserve be created to include the
unique plateau and headwaters of the
Spatsizi, Klappan, Nass and Skeena
Rivers, with resource development
within this area to be prohibited
pending the settlement of local tribal
land claims.

Once again, governmental bodies
are allowing profit-seeking
corporations to invade and destroy the
natural, irreplaceable heritage of the
people they are supposed to represent,
disregarding the fact that it is not even
their land to dispose of, but belongs to
the native inhabitants. There is
something drastically wrong when it
is the dollar sign that continually
steers a society’s system, rather than
the people affected in the long-term
and the needs of the eco-system upon
which all. are dependent for their
survival.

EF! PROPOSES 20 MILLION ACRE
INTERNATIONAL PRESERVE

DAWSON TU  .iEN
0°

oLt

e
108
SoROMA TR
8
WA \3_“:’\',‘&
R
waronAV T x

S

S, & \
2\ S

wno*

" . T %
wgh g™ N

o

Earth First! Stikine-Atlin-Cassiar International Wilderness Preserve.

FORT NELSON

TERRACE

Earth Firstlers in Juneau, Alaska,

have drawn up a proposal for one of

the largest Wilderness Areas in North
America — the Stikine/Cassiar/Atlin
International Wilderness Preserve
(see map). The proposed Wilderness
stretches over 400 miles from just
south of Whitehorse in the Yukon to
Misty Fjords National Monument in
extreme southern Southeast Alaska.

The Stikine/Cassiar/Atlin Interna-

tional Wilderness Preserve includes

coastal rainforest; tidewater and al-

pine glaciers; interior forests of pine,
spruce, birch and aspen; critical
habitat for deer, grizzlies, brown bear,
moose, caribou, bald eages, and five
species of salmon; the spectacular
Grand Canyon of the Stikine; the Ice
Mountain glaciated volcanic field;

sagebrush; and some of the most spec-

tacular high mountain scenery in the

world. Wilderness travel is by horse-

back, kayak, river boat, float or ski
plane, and on foot. There are no roads.

Included are parts of the Tongass Na-

tional Forest in Alaska, and large
tracts of land under the jurisdiction

This bearwolf guards the grave of a Tahltan Indian on the Stikine River — the entire
qutikine basin needs more wilderness spirit guardians as well.

of various British Columbia agencies.
In time, this area will be well known
as one of the continent’s most spec-
tacular and undisturbed large wilder-
nesses.

For more information on threats to
the Stikine, contact the following
groups:

Friends of the Stikine
4609 West 10th Avenue
Vancouver, BC V6R 2J3
Canada

Residents for a Free Flowing Stikine
General Delivery
Telegraph Creek, BC V0J 2W0
Canada

Southeast Alaska Conservation
Council
Box 1692
Juneau, AK 99802

Earth First! — Juneau
Box 211155
Auke Bay, AK 99821
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WILDERNESS RECOVEF
RESTORATION: AN EX

By Reed F. Noss

Recovery implies a healing process.
Exclude man, let nature be, and every-
thing will return to naturalness and
purity. If it were only so simple! Unfor-
tunately, ecologically degraded areas
seldom will heal on their own, in the
sense of returning to pre-disturbance
or presettlement condition. Soils may
have washed away, water has often been
diverted or polluted, acid rain may be
falling, large carnivores and other sensi-
tive species have usually been elimi-
nated, and recolonization sources may
be at a great distance across an inhospit-
able, human-dominated terrain.

Even the act of excluding harmful
human activities from a natural area is
a form of active land management.
Eliminating all possible traces of human
influence requires even more manage-
ment. Letting things be is unfortu-
nately not a viable management option
in a world overrun by Homo sapiens.
Active habitat restoration efforts; re-
moval of roads, structures, and other
intrusions; reestablishment of original
drainage patterns; reintroduction of
large predators and other missing
ecosystem components; and guarding
against human trespass, poaching and
overuse are necessary steps in a true
wilderness recovery program. This is
the irony of our age: “hands-on” man-
agement is needed to restore “hands-
off” wilderness character.

Restoration implies different things
to different people, depending perhaps
on how much of an ecological purist you
are. To some, turning a strip mine into
a cattle pasture is restoration enough.
Unfortunately, this is the fate of much
“reclaimed” land that was formerly
strip-mined; restoration of a pre-mining
natural community is rarely a goal in
these federally-funded programs. In
other cases, naturalists believe that
planting a patch of prairie with a nice
mix of native grasses and forbs is a
crowning achievement of conservation.
Prairie “restoration,” usually on the
scale of a few acres, is a popular pastime
in the Midwest, even in areas where no
prairie existed originally. While I will
not deny the esthetic value of these “is-
lands of life” in a corn-soybean and shop-
ping center landsecape, this is not suffi-
cient restoration for me. I believe that
ecological restoration and wilderness
recovery should be closely related con-
cepts, close together on a spectrum of
conservation effort. Ecological restora-
tion should, whenever possible, recreate
the presettlement-type structure, func-
tion, and integrity of ecosystems, while
allowing for natural dynamism. Struc-
ture is the characteristic species compo-
sition, diversity, and relative abundance
patterns, encompassing complete food
webs and the physical environment that
existed on the site and across the land-
seape. Function is the suite of ecological
and evolutionary processes associated
with that structure — in short, the nat-
ural flow and cycling of things, and the
events that punctuate that flow. Integ-
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St. Mary’s River MUM corridor. Photo by Reed Moss.

rity is an emergent, somewhat intangi-
ble quality that arises from natural
structure and function, and implies
naturalness and beauty. What must be
restored or re-created then are whole
ecosystems, not pieces of ecosystems.
The heart of a whole ecosystem is wil-
derness.

Restoring ecosystems and re-creat-
ing wilderness are not easy tasks in
human-dominated landscapes. The
main problem with these landscapes,
which increasingly overwhelm the
earth, is that they are fragmented. They
are pieces, not wholes. As white
settlers (and to a certain extent, the
Indians before them) moved into North
America, they removed native vegeta-
tion, replaced it with crops, or simply
cleared and burned to improve travel,
visibility for hunting, or to reduce pes-
tiferous insect populations. Trails and
then roads were built, criss-crossing the
wilderness and ultimately taming the
land. All regions became more accessi-
ble, and the animals easier to hunt and
destroy. Large carnivores and omni-
vores were persecuted with particular
ruthlessness, and their rapid demise ef-
fectively removed the top of the food
pyramid. This disruption of the food
web, combined with a colossal invasion
of opportunistic plant and animal
weeds, significantly altered the native
ecosystems of North America. The land
became tame, weedy, humanized. Rem-
nant natural areas are now scattered,
disturbed and incomplete. In all but the
very largest wilderness areas, natural
ecosystem structure, function, and
integrity have been lost, replaced by
systems that are depauperate,
homogenous, and unstable.

Traditional, anthropocentric conser-
vation efforts do not adequately address
these far-reaching consequences of
landscape fragmentation. They view
remnant natural areas as “living
museums,” and evaluate wilderness in
terms of “visitor days.” Fragmentation
is not recognized as a problem because
evaluations are site-specific and blind
to the processes that operate at large
spatial and temporal scales. Parks and
preserves are seen as show pieces and
recreation areas, not as ecosystems or
sacred groves. Both the rational and the
intuitive understanding of nature are
precluded by a management regime
that focuses only on short-term benefits
to humans.

We can do better. Not with a myopic
conception of “let it be” preservation —
few wildernesses on earth are large and
pristine enough for that — but instead
with an ecocentric and scientifically cog-
nizant program of ecological restora-
tion. Science and gut-level ethics need
not clash, but can work together to-
wards the re-creation of whole ecosys-
tems and wilderness. We know intui-
tively, as followers of deep ecology,
what is right. We are beginning to know
rationally, as scientific ecologists, how
to restore what is right. A holistic ap-
proach to preservation requires an in-
termingling of ecological science and
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ecological ethics. Like yin and yang,
neither alone will suffice.

The Earth First! proposals for wilder-
ness recovery areas and ecosystem pre-
serves, as discussed in previous issues
of this journal, are right in line with
what most scientific ecologists are re-
commending to counter the effects of
landscape fragmentation (for example,
see my review of The Fragmented
Forest in Earth First! Beltane, 1985).
In short, we need large, essentially in-
violate wilderness areas; we need these
areas to be interconnected and buffered
by broad habitat corridors; and we need
restoration of all habitats within these
preserves to  presettlement-type,
dynamic ecosystems. We must demand
nothing less than an interconnected net-
work of restored wilderness in all areas
of the earth where wilderness has been
lost. This re-creation of the primitive
and wild is, in the grand scheme of
things, just as important as preserving
the last vestiges of original wilderness.

As human populations and technolog-
ical growth continues, ecological resto-
ration and wilderness recovery will be
needed in an increasing number of land-
scapes across the globe. Concomitant
with slowing and eventually reversing
the cancerous growth of humanity, we
must begin restoration efforts in ear-
nest. Eastern North America, where
ecosystems have been both well-studied
and severely fragmented, is a good
place to start. I previously reported on
proposed wilderness recovery in the
Ohio Valley (Earth First! Eostar, 1983
— unfortunately, because of the mostly
spineless conservationists in that re-
gion, little has been done to implement
this proposal), and R.F. Mueller reports
in this issue on ecological preserves in
the eastern mountains. The following is
a proposal we are pursuing in Florida.

Florida is by most estimates the “fas-
test-growing” state in the US, meaning
that habitat destruction and fragmenta-
tion is more rapid here than perhaps
anywhere in North America. Coastal
areas and well-drained interior areas
have been most severly affected, but
few areas are pristine. Yet Florida re-
tains some vast acreages of land that
have been only moderately disrupted by
human activity and thus hold good po-
tential for recovery. Much of this land
is in public ownership, administered as
National Forests, National Parks, Na-
tional Wildlife Refuges, and various
state and local areas (encompassing
over 5 million acres, which is a lot for
an eastern state). Florida also has, in
comparison with most states, an aggres-
sive land acquisition campaign, both on

i the part of the state government and

The Nature Conservancy. Further-
more, there is enormous public support
for preservation and reintroduction of

I Florida’s “state animal,” the Florida

panther, which just happens to require
a significant acreage of wilderness for
survival. The Florida panther, a potent
symbol of Florida’s vanishing wilder-

| ness, is an appropriate rallying point

for a visonary conservation strategy
that seeks to restore whole ecosystems.
The Florida Panther Technical Advis-

i ory Council was appointed by the Gov-

ernor of Florida to develop a strategy
to preserve the Florida panther in its
present range in south Florida, and to
reintroduce the panther into appropri-
ate areas elsewhere in the state. Dr.
Larry Harris of the Univeristy of
Florida and I have proposed networks
of interconnected wilderness and natu-
ral areas in Florida that will hopefully
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allow restoration of ecosystems and
reintroduction of the panther. Upon re-
quest, I submitted a detailed report to
the Florida Panther Technical Advisory
Council on how landscapes might be
managed to fulfill these goals.

The accompanying map shows a sys-
tem of “MUM Networks” that we have
proposed for Florida. A MUM is a “mul-
tiple-use module,” an extension of the
biosphere reserve concept to multiple
levels of biological hierarchy (e.g., from
a local population to a macro-ecosys-
tem) and to any conceivable landscape.
Each MUM consists of an inviolable
core preserve that is managed as wilder-
ness and surrounded by a gradation of
buffer zones. Buffer zones permit a
spectrum of human activities that are
consistent with preservation of the wil-
derness core, and protect the core from
the more intensive land-use of sur-
rounding, humanized land. Inner buffer
zones might permit activities such as
hiking, canoeing, and other relatively
“non-consumptive” outdoor activities.
Outer buffer zones might allow uses
such as primitive hunting and long-rota-
tion forestry towards the interior, and
more intensive forestry, range, recre-
ation and perhaps low-density housing
towards the exterior. MUM’s are or-
ganized into hetworks by appropriate
habitat corridors that facilitate the flow
of nutrients, individuals, genes, energy,
habitat patches, and other elements
among core preserves. Although knowl-
edge of dispersal processes is incom-
plete, recent studies have documented
that habitat corridors facilitate the
movement of organisms across a land-
scape mosaie. The converse effect, that
of restriction of movement by barriers
such as roads and agricultural fields,
has also been documented. The cor-
ridors shown in the map mostly follow
stream drainage systems and thus ean
be called riparian strips. Organization
of MUM’s into networks will hopefully
prevent the deleterious effects of in-
breeding within populations, minimize
extinetions, and help restore the shift-
ing disturbance and succession patterns
characteristic of natural landscapes.

The MUM Network strategy is funda-
mentally dependent upon a system of
inviolable core preserves, areas that are
managed to restore and perpetuate na-
tive ecosystem structure, function and
integrity. No compromises can be al-
lowed in the protection of MUM cores!
Each core preserve should be as large
as possible and managed to protect the
most sensitive elements that exist or
will be reintroduced there. If a recrea-
tional activity potentially conflicts with
strict protection, then it should be dis-
allowed. Many MUM cores should be
totally closed to Homo sapiens, except
for the few qualified individuals who are
engaged in ecological restoration and
monitoring in each area. As pointed out
above, a complete “hands-off,” preser-
vationist approach is usually unwise,
and reflects an ecological naivete. Con-
servation ecologists unanimously recog-
nize the necessity of scientific manage-
ment in restoring and perpetuating nat-
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ural areas. Active habitat restoration
should apply the best state-of-the-art
management techniques to mimic the
natural environmental regime, keeping
human intervention down to the
minimum necessary to restore natural
conditions. The smaller the area, the
more management and vigilant protec-
tion are needed. Few wilderness areas
remaining on earth are large enough to
contain natural disturbance, hydrologi-
cal, and biogeochemical regimes within
their boundaries, and recolonization
sources for lost species might be far
away. Thus, ironically, some human in-
tervention is necessary to maintain
most core preserves in a “natural” state.

Existing public lands must usually
form the core preserves of a MUM Net-
work. The largest core preserves por-
trayed in the map are under federal own-
ership and include the Apalachicola,
Osceola, and Ocala National Forests in
north Florida, the Okefenokee National
Wildlife Refuge in south Georgia and
north Florida, and the Big Cypress
National Preserve and Everglades Na-
tional Park in south Florida. Several
other National Wildlife Refuges, and
state-owned parks, preserves, and
water management areas are also pro-
posed as core preseves. Some smaller
core preserves are not shown on the
map at this scale. Proposed buffer zones
and connecting corridors include public
lands, but also much private land. Not
all in the latter category need be ac-
quired by government agencies, how-
ever. Rather, conservation easements
and management agreements with land-
owners should generally provide suffi-
cient protection to outer buffer zones.

Because relatively little land need be
acquired to complete the Florida MUM
Network, lack of funds is not expected
to be a major problem. Instead, the im-
pediment to rapid progress at this time
is resistance on the part of the public

agencies that manage the land proposed
as core preserves. Although the plan
has been actively endorsed by two gov-
ernor-appointed councils (the Florida
Panther Technical Advisory Council and
the Nongame Wildlife Advisory Coun-
cil), and by staff (but not adminis-
trators) of the Florida Game and Fresh
Water Fish Commission and the Florida
Department of Natural Resources, rela-
tively little of the land in question is
under their jurisdiction. Instead the
majority is federal land. It should be no
surpirse to readers of this journal that
most of the resistance to ecological re-
storation in Florida comes from the US
Forest Service.

The 1985 proposed Land and Re-
source Management Plan for the Na-
tional Forests in Florida, with accom-
panying DEIS, is a total disaster for
Florida ecosystems. Timber production
is blatantly assumed to be the primary
function of National Forests, with other
uses accomodated only when they do
not interfere with production. None of
the nine alternatives discussed in the
DEIS guarantees preservation or resto-
ration of native ecosystems at any mean-
ingful scale, and the preferred alter-
native would hasten the conversion of
National Forests into high-density tree
farms. I reviewed the plan as Conserva-
tion Chairperson for the Florida Native
Plant Society, and the comments I sub-
mitted represented an Earth First! per-
spective. This perspective, where resto-
ration and perpetuation of native
ecosystems in the National Forests is
given the highest priority, was strongly
evident in comments submitted to the
Forest Service by many other Florida
biologists and conservationists. Yet the
Forest Service is unlikely to listen to
reasonable arguments that disaccord
with their warped conception of multi-
ple use. It is now necessary for everyone
who cares about the real Florida to
apply a full spectrum of tactics, legal
and illegal, to assure that the Freddies
maintain these immensely valuable
lands in a condition where they can func-
tion as core preserves in the Florida
MUM Network. Florida has more than
enough tree farms on private industry
land, and these tree farms can actually
perform a useful function as outer buf-
fer zones for MUM preserves. The Na-
tional Forests, on the other hand, are
virtually the only lands in north Florida
where large-scale ecosystem restora-
tion is possible.

One hope we have of changing the
management regime of the Florida Na-
tional Forests lies in the Florida
panther reintroduction plan. The first
phases of this plan are already in oper-
ation. A public opinion survey has been
completed, which shows enthusiastic
support for panther reintroduction
throughout the state. Captive propaga-
tion of panthers, necessary to supply
animals for release to the wild, has re-
cently been approved by the Florida
Game and Fresh Water Fish Commis-
sion. Panthers used in the breeding pro-
gram will include existing captives and
road-injured individuals too crippled to
be released themselves. We are hoping
that additional animals will come from
closely related, non-endangered sub-
species of cougars in the west (e.g.,
Texas), rather than from the critically
endangered wild Florida population,
which now numbers only 20 or 30 indi-
viduals. Another possibility is to use
females from related subspecies as sur-
rogate mothers, with eggs and sperm
taken from I'lorida panthers in the wild.

The reintroduction of panthers into
the National Forests of north Florida,
and the Okefenokee Swamp of south
Georgia/north Florida, has long been an
explicit goal of the Florida panther re-
covery program. But when I asked As-
sistant Forest Supervisor Ray Mason,
primary author of the Forest Plan, why
panthers were not considered in the
Plan, he claimed that all he has heard
of the panther reintroduction program
has been rumors in the press. This
points to a serious deficiency in com-

munication among agencies. Appar-
ently the Forest Service, the Fish &
Wildlife Service, and the Florida Game
and Fresh Water Fish Commission do
not talk much to one another.”We insist
that the proposed Forest Plan cannot
be considered adequate until the
panther reintroduction plan is fully con-
sidered. We hope that established con-
servation groups such as the National
Wildlife Federation, the Sierra Club,
and the Florida Audubon Society will
file a lawsuit over this diserepancy.

Reintroduction of panthers into the
National Forests of Florida would be
disastrous until drastic changes in the
management of these areas ocecur.
Numerous roads need to be closed and
removed, logging must be curtailed in
large core areas of each Forest, natural
communities must be restored, and
many recreational activities must
cease. The best way to accomplish most
of the necessary changes would be to
designate most of each Forest as Wilder-
ness. Furthermore, the Forests must
be interconnected with each other and
with other core preserves, and buffered
from developed land, so that panthers
can follow their normal instinets to wan-
der without coming into frequent con-
tact with humans. This is the expressed
goal of the MUM Network as portrayed
in the map. None of the terrestrial
ecosystems of Florida can be considered
complete until they regain healthy
populations of their top predator, the
panther (reintroduction of red wolves,
another top predator now totally in cap-
tivity, is still a remote possibility).

Of course, core areas other than Na-
tional Forests are also in need of better
management if the MUM Network is to
funetion successfully. The Big Cypress
National Preserve in south Florida,
where a significant portion of the exist-
ing panther population survives, has
been severely damaged by water mis-
management, overhunting, ORV’s, and
other abuses. The deer population has
been seriously reduced, and panthers
in the area are under-nourished. The
Florida Game and Fresh Water Fish
Commission, which administers hunt-
ing regulations for the area, has re-
cently limited hunting with dogs and
from ORV’s. But this is not enough. A
total ban on hunting in the Preserve is
needed, along with a closure of all roads
through the area. The upgrading of Al-
ligator Alley (State Route 84) to In-
terstate 75 can help the panther only if
it is elevated for its entire length
through panther-occupied habitat, not
just at the most high-frequency panther
crossings, and if all access roads are pro-
hibited. New developments in the area
should be outlawed (seeEarth First!,
Bridgid, 1985).

The MUM Network strategy for
Florida, with the Florida panther as its
most potent symbol, is based on the
premise that degraded ecosystems can
be restored and wilderness can be re-
created. This premise can be proven cor-

Road-injured Florida Panther to be used in captive breeding program. Photo by
Reed Noss. -
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rect only if we insist on an idealistic and
ambitious basis for conservation and
avoid compromises along the way. The
National Forests and other public lands
in Florida must undergo a radical
change in management, with restora-
tion and perpetuation of ecosystems
given the highest priority. Individual
Wilderness Areas and preserves must
be seen not as isolated entities, but as
interacting parts of a much larger sys-
tem. They must furthermore be physi-
cally integrated into the larger system
by a network of habitat corridors that
permit dispersal and flow of biotic and
abiotic elements, including the Florida
panther. We are encouraged that some
land-managing agencies in Florida are
sympathetic to this strategy, and that
most of the public seems to be behind
it. We must now fight hard to see the
strategy put into operation. Time is of
the essence. Nothing short of an im-
mense undertaking, beginning right
now, can save the panther and the na-
tive ecosystems of Florida. We hope
that conservationists in other bioreg-
ions across the globe will adopt similar
strategies to interconnect, restore, and
perpetuate native ecosystems to pre-
serve indigenous diversity. Pieces of na-
ture are not enough — we need the
whole.

Reed Noss formerly worked as an
ecologist for the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources and the Florida Nat-
wral Areas Inventory. He is now pursu-
g a Ph.D. in wildlife ecology at the
University of Florida.

From its founding, Earth First!
has insisted that preservation of
remaining roadless and unde-
veloped areas was not enough,
that active programs to restore
wilderness and reintroduce extir-
pated species were needed. We are
pleased to present several major
proposals for such wilderness re-
clamation in this special section.
Wilderness restoration plans for
Florida, Virginia, Utah, and New
Mexico are discussed in separate
articles. We welcome additional
articles discussing either the
necessary techniques and art of
wilderness re-creation and rein-
troduction of extirpated species,
or specific proposals for such Wil-
derness Recovery Areas.
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By R. F. Mueller

During the past decade many millions
of acres of public lands have been set
aside in the West, and particularly in
Alaska, for the expressed purpose of
preserving whole ecosystems — and
even many of these large preserves are
clearly insufficient. Yet in the eastern
United States only small fragments
have been designated. Why? Is it be-
cause the eastern ecosystems are less
worthy of protection or is it because
such protection is precluded by the
large private land holdings? To the con-
trary, it’s generally recognized that
eastern deciduous forests, with their
floodplains and prairie openings, are
some of the most diverse temperate
ecosystems anywhere, while the region
contains 24 million acres of National
Forest land alone. Despite this eligibil-
ity, the acreage devoted to ecosystem
preservation is far less in the East than
in the West even when the proportion
of public lands in the two regions are
compared. This state of affairs is
brought to our attention most strongly
in the recent designation of eastern Wil-

derness Areas, which average less than |

10,000 acres as compared with some
western Wildernesses in the range of a
million contiguous acres. Clearly this
two order of magnitude imbalance is jus-
tified neither by geography nor biology.
We do of course have numerous public
“playgrounds” in the East, including
several National Parks and Recreation
Areas as well as state parks, wildlife
management areas and other facilities.

However, except for possibly the Na- ‘

tional Wildlife Refuges — which are
largely confined to wetlands — these
exist primarily to serve human needs,
and in practice nature protection is only
ancillary to them. As we shall see, even
the designated Wilderness was planned

largely to satisfy human esthetic values
rather than nature’s requirements. This
absence of an ecological perspective and
the Grand Vision in the East have re-
sulted in sundered ecosystems and lack
of watershed integrity. Now it’s time for
a new initiative to revise and upgrade
nature protection in the region.

In a stimulating article (EF! Eostar,
1983), Reed Noss proposed the creation
of a deciduous forest ecological preserve
in the Ohio Valley. What could be more
logical than to extend this idea to the
eastern mountain forests given their al-
ready substantial tracts of National
Forests? Also these forests have a cer-
tain geographic coherence and unity im-
posed by the NE-SW trending ranges
and inter-mountain valley streams of a
strong trellis drainage pattern, features
which only lack the integration which
could be gained by adequate preserve
boundaries.

The US Forest Service’s recently-
proposed land and resource manage-
ment plans for the region again remind
us of the abuse and exploitation to
which these lands have long been sub-
ject and which their planners wish to
project in the future. As a consequence
there has been an outery from citizens,
particularly in the mountain regions
themselves. Under these plans our most
precious mountain landscapes would be
sliced into ever smaller fragments by
roads and powerlines, and devastated
by clearcuts and mines. Wildlife would
be rigidly managed as an adjunct to log-
ging and common species such as deer

-

Puvre stream of the Appalachians.

Great Smoky Mountains —

ECOLOGICAL
PRESERVES FOR
THE EASTERN
MOUNTAINS

and turkey would be favored over the
wilderness species bear, eastern cougar
and the large raptors.

These Forest Service plans are totally
without merit not only because of their
blatant rapaciousness but also because
they perpetuate and expand land use
practices that continue to fragment
what should be unified systems and be-
cause they subvert the most fundamen-
tal biologic and watershed imperatives.
In this day of rapid advances in the
earth sciences they fail even to acknowl-
edge the importance of hydrologic and
nutrient cycles or selectively fix on cer-
tain aspects of these cycles to promote
their nefarious ends. For example, one
stated justification for clearcutting is
that it would increase the water yield
(read run-off) for a watershed since get-
ting rid of trees decreases evapotranspi-
ration which feeds moisture into the air.
Never mind that this would also in-
crease the flashiness of streams,
thereby intensifying drought, flooding
and erosion, while the water-trapping
and holding capacities of the landscape

and the climate-moderating effects of .

evapotranspiration would be impaired.
In a nutshell, the Forest Service would
ignore all the criteria for poor
watershed management most evident in
the current rash of worldwide environ-
mental catastrophes.

Closely related to these inept and de-
ceptive water management policies is
the disregard of forest nutrient de-
mands by proposed expanded logging
of marginal timber stands on steep ter-

Photo by Dave Foreman.
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largest mountain wilderness in East.

rain and dry, nutrient-poor soils, which,
when bared by clearcutting, would
rapidly lose their remaining nutrients
through leaching and erosion. These
points regarding nutrients have been
made with particular force for the Jef-
ferson and George Washington National
Forests by Prof. Jesse Thompson of
Roanoke College in his report to the
Citizens Environmental Council of the
Roanoke Valley. It should be obvious
that detailed nutrient evaluation should
precede any logging in these forests.
Although the land currently being
logged in the eastern mountain forests
is presumably the most accessible and
productive in these forests, studies by
Alaric Sample of The Wilderness Soci-
ety (Issue Brief, July, 1984) have shown
that the timber sale return on manage-
ment and road building is frequently 10
cents or less per dollar invested. It's
obvious then that future returns from
more leached, eroded and nutrient-poor
soils would be even less and that logging
in these mountains would eventually be
less like resource extraction and more
like an armed conflict against nature.
To return these forests to a healthy,
productive and ecologically harmonious
state, we must first acknowledge that
the land is worthy of protection for its
own sake regardless of any short term
benefits that might accrue to our
species and that what is best for the
forest is best for us in the long run. Pure
wilderness ecosystems must be given
priority over the human activities which
now defile these mountains. Of course

_ this rehabilitation of the eastern wilder-

ness is justified all the more by the
economic bankruptey of these ac-
tivities.

Although a variety of habitats are in-
cluded within the eastern National
Forest proclamation boundaries, most
actual public land holdings are confined

I to the highlands, while the designated

Wilderness Areas lie in the most rugged
cores of the ranges. The streams which
drain these Wilderness Areas and which
nurture their wildlife are small secon-

o dary drainages to the larger local

mainstems. In the slightly metamorph-
osed rocks of the sharply folded Ap-
palachians, these secondary streams
lead into mainstems which form broad
valleys with rich flood plains between
and parallel to the ranges, but in the
more massive and highly metamorph-

& osed rocks of the Blue Ridge and else-
. where, the drainage is more complex.
¢ As might be expected the small wilder-

ness streams flow over the most resis-
tant and nutrient-poor rocks. Fairly typ-
ical of the Virginia wilderness is the St.

Photoﬂbvaave Foreman

Marys River with virtually the entire
watershed in almost pure coarsely crys-
talline quartzite, a rock which contains
only minute amounts of the important
nutrients such as potassium, phosphor-
ous, magnesium and calcium.

Thus there is a convention of confin-
ing nature preserves in the eastern
mountains to small watersheds, pic-
turesque in terms of rapids, gorges and
that favorite Forest Service category of
“scenic vistas.” While these streams are
relatively sterile biologically, they flow
into the larger intermountain streams
whose floodplains are the repositories
of the nutrients garnered and concen-
trated from diffuse mountain sources
through flood deposition and subsurface
flow. Unfortunately, although not heav-
ily populated, the riparian zones of
these intermountain valleys are usually
in a degraded state due to a variety of
human impacts including livestock graz-
ing. It’s not for nothing that such
streams in Virginia bear names like
“Cowpasture,” “Calfpasture,” and
“Bullpasture.”

All of this brings us to the major prob-
lem. The designated Wilderness pre-
serves are too biologically unproductive
and isolated from the nutrient-rich and
diverse riparian zones of the local
mainstem valleys with which they
should form a more unified system.
Rather they were designated merely to
gratify narrow human esthetic tastes
for “pretty scenery” and invigorating
hiking.

In a more recent article (£ F'!/ Beltane
1985), Noss discusses related problems
in his review of a book by the ecologist
Larry Harris (The Fragmented Forest).
Isolated and confined preserves don’t
really safeguard the species they con-
tain in the absence of sufficient com-
munication with like areas through
travel corridors and without adequate
buffer zones to separate them from sur-
rounding areas of infensive develop-
ment. The importance of riaprian strips
in this scheme was also stressed by Har-
ris.

In the eastern mountains the role of
drainage networks is, if anything, even
more critical than in some other areas,
since there are fewer mineral nutrient
sources in their rocks as compared with
the geologically young volcanic deposits
on which many western forests are de-
veloped.

The eastern mountain forests present
an opportunity to create a system of
ecological preserves that could embrace
areas in the range of several hundreds
of thousands of acres. These preserves
could be created on the major ridges
but could also include certain of the
major intermountain valleys and
mainstem streams of the trellis pattern,
particularly the valleys in which some
public land already occurs. The indi-
vidual areas could be linked by com-
munication corridors which should in-
clude riparian zones whenever possible.
This system would of course require the
acquisition of some private land, mostly
within National Forest proclamation
boundaries. However this land should
be acquired with minimal impact over
a considerable time period and avoid
condemnation - whenever  possible.
These preserves would also require the
closing of some Forest Service roads
and secondary routes. These closures
could be mitigated in accomodating the
private land phase-out by gradually
limiting traffic to private inholder ac-
cess.

The mountain wilderness cores with
flanking and radiating riparian strips,
and communication corridors could give
way to a surrounding zone of greater
access and more intensive human use.



Although this zone would be devoted
largely to recreational activity (hunt-
ing, fishing, camping, etc.), it might
also include some timber production
based on rotation periods long enough
to justify economically productive selec-
tive logging. A major function of this
zone would be to act as a buffer between
the Wilderness Preserve and an outer
zone in which more intensive recre-
ation, logging and traditional firewood
gathering would be permitted.

The integration of the intermountain
mainstem rivers and communication
corridors with the expanded mountain
wilderness cores would provide a move
viable habitat for wilderness species
and malke availalbe to them the nourish-
ing floodplains and diverse riparian en-
vironments of these larger streams. Wil-
derness designation of these valleys
would bring about the reclamation of
the presently degraded state of these
riparian zones and provide new nutrient
reservoirs which would result in wildlife
proliferation not seen in years.

While the concept of ecological pre-
serves for the eastern mountains hasn’t
vet been presented for public approval,
there is much support for wilderness in
the region and this support favors
ecological aspects rather than recrea-
tional opportunities as was brought out
in responses to Forest Service surveys
(Draft EIS for Land and Resource Man-
agement Plan for the George
Washington National Forest, 1985). The
public also recognizes the relationship
between forest degradation from road
building, clearcutting with short rota-
tion periods, deficit timber sales, and
the unfair impact of these sales on com-
peting private timber production. It is
only a moderate step then from this rec-
ognition to an appreciation of a need for
reclamation of the mountain wilderness
on the scale envisioned here.

The eastern National Forests which
are the best candidates for conversion
to ecological preserves are the Jefferson
and George Washington in Virginia. Al-
though these forests show a range of
local climatic conditions, they lie in a
general trough of low rainfall relative
to surrounding areas. In addition they
also occupy a belt of shallow soils con-
sisting largely of imperfectly weathered
rock fragments (Agriculture Handbook
No. 271, Forest Service, 1965). These
are the soils developed on rocks such as
the quartzite previously discussed. As
a result, trees grow relatively slowly
and while they form forests of pictures-
que beauty and good wildlife cover,
timber quality is poor except in local
coves and riparian zones which should
never be logged anyway. Given these
conditions and the impractical lust for
timber production as evidenced by the
short rotation periods employed by the
Forest Service, the timber receipts to
cost ratios (R/C) have been only 0.08
and 0.10 for the Jefferson and George
Washington respectively. In the words
of Prof. Thompson, “. . . The National
Forests of Virginia could be in better
hands.” I believe these hands should be
those of some agency other than the
Forest Service which has done such a
poor job of administering wilderness
(EF! Yule, 1984).

Other likely candidates for conver-
sion to ecological preserves are the fol-
lowing National Forests with their (R/
C) numbers as given by The Wilderness
Society: Daniel Boone of Kentucky
(0.16), Cherokee of Tennessee (0.23),
the Monogahela of West Virginia (0.30),
and the North Carolina National
Forests (0.31). Also the Jefferson-
George Washington-Monogahela com-
plex lies close to the major eastern popu-
lation centers where water and air re-
sources are under the greatest stress
from a multitude of pollutants and
where, consequently, the mitigating ef-
fects of significant wilderness are most
urgently needed.

It was the eastern wilderness forests
spreading over plains, riverbanks and
mountain heights that, above and
beyond all the mercenary instincts of
European society, first imbued the
American soul with its special love of

freedom and independence. That wil- -

derness deserves to live again, and it
can in a system of eastern ecological
preserves.

R.F. Mueller, an Earth First! contact
in Virginia, formerly did environmen-
tal research at NASA’s Goddard Space
Flight Center.

UTAH (Cont)

The north end has five adjoining BLM
units. Parunaweep Canyon (the East
Fork of the Virgin River), with a spec-
tacular narrows between Navajo
Sandstone terrain, is as inseparable
from Zion National Park as Zion Canyon
itself, but is the site for a new dam pro-
posal by the Washington County water
conservation district. The BLM has al-
ready began the upgrading of a long-
washed-out road inside the WSA in anti-
cipation of the project and has declared
the canyon as unsuitable for wilderness
recreation because the narrows are “too
dangerous.”

Bryce Canyon National Park has a
strip of National Forest and two BLM
WSAs beneath its inspiring spires.
Across a single dirt road to the south-
east, the extensive Paria-Hackberry
WSA is separated from the designated
Paria Wilderness Area by only a paved
ribbon (US 89 alt.) which stretches to
Lee’s Ferry on the tranquilized Col-
orado River downstream from Glen
Canyon Dam.

Glen Canyon National Recreation
Area (GCNRA) is the central circulat-
ory system of the Colorado River drain-
age, but its inappropriate boundaries
divide roadless areas, cut canyons in
half, disregard ecosystems, ignore two
adjoining National Parks, allow mineral
and oil exploration inside pristine lands,
and contains in its center the most ex-
tensive destruction of beauty in the his-
tory of the North American continent.
Divided parcels that must be included
in the GCNRA’s wilderness are: Grand
Gulch, Red House Cliffs, Wilson Mesa,
Mancos Mesa, Dark and Gypsum Can-
yons, Canyonlands National Park, Fid-
dler Butte-North Wash, Trachyte Creek
and Little Rockies, Escalante/Water-
pocket Fold (lower. Capitol Reef
National Park), 50-Mile Mountain
(Kaiparowits), and various small pieces

that surround the “Lake.” Twentieth
Century Man now floats the surface,
ignorantly blind and unable to see what

. lies inside. The sharp, clean Glen Can-

yon Dam is only the knife of the surgeon
who executed the hysterectomy.

The developments and threats to this
wild region are too numerous to men-
tion here. Fortunately, because of the
vastness of this land, they are still
merely pockets of intrusions. If the
agencies had undertaken a development
study instead of a wilderness study,
then the true scope of wilderness would
have been revealed. The Wilderness of
Southern Utah is intruded upon only by
a few developed areas and minor roads
that pass through like threads.

Utah Senator Jake Garn wants to
trade the paving of the Burr Trail for
an Escalante Wilderness Bill. The Es-
calante is wilderness and should not be
trading stock. Conservationists should
not condone developments in some wild
areas for Wilderness bills. Let us stand
behind the wilderness that remains. If
we lose a battle: we lose. The fight will
continue on another level.

We need to reexamine and interpret
the Federal Land Policy and Manage-
ment Act (FLPMA). The entire process
has thus far been used to discredit wil-
derness. (Editor’s note: This has occur-
red under both the Reagan and Carter
Administrations. Cecil Andrus as Car-
ter’s Secretary of Interior allowed his
protege Garry Wicks as Utah State BLM
Director to totally corrupt the BLM wil-
derness process in Utah for political
ends. See Earth First!Nov. 1, 1982.)
They have divided and are trying to con-
quer the wildlands of the Colorado
Plateau. We can’t go along with their
falsified studies. So much has been lost

‘since FLPMA was enacted in 1976 that

we must fight for every roadless area
left and see them as true roadless areas
regardless of which branch of the fed-
eral government manages them. They
are all public lands. Streams and drain-

LIVING FREE:

A Note on Industrial Totalitarianism

By Rick Davis

The other day I strayed into a typical
Japanese shopping center, a big box
with three floors and not a single win-
dow. Blaring bargain announcements
ripped through the air as mad house-
wives shrieked over the piles of indus-
trial age junk on sale. That was bad,
but worse yet was the display employing
plastic trees and a tape recording of a
cicada singing. “So the bastards have
finally  expropriated Nature,” I
thought, “and converted it into plastic.”
In the middle of the asphalt and con-
crete jungle, plastic trees and tape re-
corded insects now constituted reality.

Life in industrial age society is like
eating at the only restaurant in town.
There’s a menu — written by the propri-
etor — from which we choose some-
thing. We either eat one of his inven-
tions or we go hungry. There are no
special orders. In our society, the corpo-
rate executives are the proprietors:
they make up the menu, and you choose
from among the selections. If you don’t
like what they have to offer, you go with-
out. In fact, the executives decide (or
try to decide) everything about how you
will live your life — what you’ll eat, how
you’ll entertain yourself. Now of course

they tell us that they perform market
surveys to determine what we want,
and that by this means they are serving
the consumer, but let us not be de-
ceived. They are merely stimulating our
latent desires in order to make yet more
money. If we are getting “service,” then
it is the same kind of “service” the cow
gets from the bull.

The corporate executives are also into
music, for they are, as it were, the con-
ductors of the Greed Concerto and the
Symphony of Destruction. With a
flourish of the baton, a new worthless
product is created and shoved down our
throats: with a wave of the arm a new
gash is dug deep into the suffering
Earth.

Let us decide for ourselves how we
will live. Let us create alife of autonomy
for ourselves. This is not easy, for the
industrial state offers us something
called “security,” which takes the form
of sinecures, free or low-cost medical
care, insurance, Social Security, wel-
fare, pensions, housing, and, yes, those
convenient shopping malls. If you want
a life of ease, then take it.

However, the industrial state exacts
a terrible price for its “security.” It
takes from us our freedom, our au-
tonomy. A goldfish in a bowlis fed every-

ages should be protected from begin-
ning to end: from the forests of alpine
lakes to the kidnapped waters between
the toes of Navajo Mountain.

“The Head of the Earth” is what the
Navajos call their sacred Mountain.
From its summit, the distant horizon
includes Brian Head above Cedar City
to the west, the Book Cliffs to the north,
Colorado’s San Juan Mountains to the
east, and the San Franiesco Peaks above
Flagstaff to the south. Volumes could
be written deseribing the land between,
but the geological features that must
be mentioned are the rays that converge
upon the area of Navajo Mountain.
Fifty-Mile Mountain (Straight Cliffs)
runs in a tangent for at least that dis-
tance pointing to the area. Waterpocket
Fold does so for one hundered miles.
The Escalante River, between these
two, runs into the area, as do the Col-
orado and San Juan Rivers. Red House
Cliffs, between these two flows, runs a
straight line to the area, as does the
east side of Black Mesa on the Navajo
Reservation. Fracture lines across Wil-
son Mesa run southwest and from Monu-
ment Valley they run west into the
“center where Rainbow Bridge resides,
resting on the clay-seamed sandstone of
the Kayenta Formation, erumbling now
on the superimposed shoreline of the
Colorado.

As we fight for the remaining wilder-
ness, let us not forget the body of the
Plateau from her fingers to her toes;
from capillaries to her heart — where
I pray for the release of the impounded
waters. For the canyon lies like the
womb itselflaid open for us to encounter
how life sprang from the union of stone
and water impregnated by the Sun.

Grant Johnson lives in an overhang
on Deer Creek, which flows into the
Escalante. For the last 12 years he has
lived in canyons, distant mining camps
and remote ranches in southern Utah.
These canyons are his total pre-
occupation.
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day, it never has to worry about where
its next meal is coming from. But who
wants to live like that?

Amigos, there is not much time left,
for the Greed Concerto has entered its
final movement. I urge you to break the
conductor’s baton before it is too late!

Rick Davis is the Earth First! contact

i Japan and a frequent contributor to
this paper.
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NATIVES AND
VATURAL

PEOPLES:

LET’S WORK £
TOGETHER

By David Seals

“Indians are too controversial,” de-
clared a senior Sierra Club official a few
years ago. “We better not get too in-
volved with you. We're working on so
many sensitive issues that Treaty
Rights and Native Sovereignty would
upset some of our delicate coalitions,
particularily with the League of Women
Voters.”

I kid you not, that’s what he said.
Ray Beaulieu stopped me from killing
the guy right there. Ray was the Direc-
tor of the Black Hills Alliance at the
time and I was editor of our quarterly
newspaper PAHA SAPA REPORT. We
were desperately trying to get some
more alliances going like those already
being built through the BHA primarily
between Indians and non-Indian ran-
chers in South Dakota. The 1980 Black
Hills Survival Gathering was the BHA’s
crowning achievement, so of course the
Feds moved in with everything they had
to put an end to THAT crap. Ray burned
out and went back to his Chippewa Rezz
in Minnesota to develop a Survival
School, cursing all white environmen-
talists forever.

The Black Hills Alliance is defunct
now, and I'd like to examine that for a
page or two. I don’t share the bitterness
of many of my Indian brothers and sis-
ters towards woosy ecologists, partly I
suppose because I'm a “Breed” myself
and don't really belong in either society.
I can go both ways and see the sensitive
racial and tribal problems that prevent
effective coalitions among us.

It’s more complicated than race, of
course. The BHA was a magnificent
example of inter-racial cooperation and
activism in defense of the sacred Black
Hills. Our Board of Directors from 1982
- 84 illustrates the point well: Russell
Means spoke for Dakota AIM and Yel-
low Thunder Camp as the “most Indian”
member of the Board. I was the next
“most Indian” member (and was usually
trying to keep the peace). Then we had
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three non-Indians whom 1 still consider
to be men of greatness — Bruce Ellison,
the lawyer from back East who almost
single-handedly defends Leonard Pel-
tier, AIM, the Black Hills, the Northern
Cheyenne, etc.; Nick Meinhardt, the
Quaker who keeps an even keel and
funds coming in from the church; and
Marv Kammerer, the 3rd generation
South Dakota rancher whose land bor-
ders Ellsworth Air Force Base
(“PEACE IS OUR PROFESSION”)
and who hosted the Survival Gathering
on his ranch. There we were, sur-
rounded by more Minutemen and B-52s
than any other area in the West, and
we were screaming about Treaties.
Treaties. That’s the key. The 1868
Fort Laramie Treaty is the one that Red
Cloud signed with President US Grant,
who was suing for peace. The Lakota
and Tsistsitas Nations kicked the ass of
Sherman’s army and delivered America
its first military defeat. (Vietnam was
the next one.) This historical perspec-
tive is important because the Black
Hills Alliance was founded on the prin-
ciple of Treaty Rights, and that princi-
ple alone is what stirs Indians to real
and inspired action. Protection of
Mother Earth became for us at the
BHA a matter of an historical
philosophy inextricably linked with In-
dian Management of the Land and
Water and Sky. The sheer ethical and
spiritual weight of Indians taking over
management of BLM and Forest Ser-
vice land propelled everyone at the
BHA with inspiration and drive. It was
so right. We had truth on our side.
But . . . as I pointed out in my novel
The Powwow Highway, there are a lot
of problems inherent in Indian strug-
gles. Drunkenness and asshole behavior
are probably the main ones. We've been
beaten down so mercilessly by the Feds
from the time we’re born that many of
us have come to believe that the White-
man 1s superior and that poisoning our-
selves with booze or any other drug we
can find is the only escape. It’s insidi-

Black Hills (Paha Sapa).

They can cut off our fingers, one by one, but if we join together

we will make a powerful fist . .

ous, and it’s just as much our problem
as it is for every well-intentioned White-
man and Whitewoman who's ever tried
to come on any Rezz and “help.” It’s
always a disaster. That’s not an exagger-
ation. Let me reiterate it again to make
sure you get the nauseating significance
of it: Native cultures have been so
methodically attacked at every angle for
so many generations that we are today
the personifications of the lost cause of
lost causes.

Too brutal? Too pessimistic? Let me

"accentuate the postive, just to show

that I'm a cockeyed optimist at heart,
but without ignoring the Reality of the
American Psychosis towards Natives
(which is the same psychosis “THEY”
have towards the Earth). I'll tell you
two short stories and then get off your
back; I admit it, Earth First! has gotten
me excited again.

Once upon a time, South Dakota Gov-
ernor Janklow (famous for his state-
ment during Wounded Knee in 1973:
“We should put a bullet in the heads of
those AIM leaders.”) decided the Black
Hills needed a 5,000 acre low-level nu-
clear waste dump. He announced his
intentions to introduce such a bill to the
State Legislature a few weeks before
the 1983 session, expecting to get it
passed in that totally Republican State
before anyone else could recognize the
foul significance of it and get approp-
riately mobilized. But a sharp-eyed
writer at the Black Hills Alliance, Jan
Stites, picked up on it and led a ferocious
attack upon the indifferent citizenry of
the State — and their representatives
— by issuing a 50-page report on the
idiocy of these low-level Interstate Com-
pacts. It was all a little too technical for
me, but we gave Jan top priority and
had several press conferences a week
announcing a few facts on the matter of
nuclear waste that had somehow failed
to appear from the Governor’s Office or
any of the aboveground media. Still it
did not seem we could stop the popular
Governor’s popular rape-juggernaut
through the State Government. On top
of that, Indians began mumbling in the
halls of the BHA office that “that white
woman” was hogging all the publicity

Lakota Elders. Nellie Red Owl on left.

— Sitting Bull

and not including any Indians or Indian
issues in her campaign. It came to a
head when Shorty Blacksmith, a full-
blood Lakota from Pine Ridge and an
Elder, started screaming at Jan in my
office that she “didn’t care about In-
dians at all.” I intervened with no re-
gard for my own life and suggested the
three of us drive 100 miles to Pine Ridge
to get a resolution from the Tribal Coun-
cil denouncing the dump and then hold
an Indian Press Conference. We all ag-
reed and piled into Jan’s rattletrap
Chevy — Jan was pretty rattled by all
of this, too, since she had only recently
arrived in Indian Country from some-
where out West called San Francisco.
Shorty got us in on the weekly Council
meeting. Tribal President Joe Amer-
ican Horse and everyone else was very
happy to see us make the trip to the
Reservation, and Jan was very eloquent
in her presentation of the problem to
the astounded Council of 24 community
leaders (whose ancestors included Red
Cloud, Crazy Horse, etc.). They tabled
all other business and passed a unani-
mous resolution condemning the prop-
osed dump, which would be only 35
miles from the Rezz, plus it would be
on the Cheyenne River which would
lead into the Missouri River and on
downstream.

“No one,” said John Steele, Tribal VP,
“has ever come to us and offered to help
at no charge. Thank you.”

‘We took the notarized resolution from
the Council and drove another 200 miles
to the Capitol City (blowing a fan belt
in the middle of the night in the middle
of Nowhere, South Dakota) where
Shorty read it to an astounded State
Senate Affairs Committee at 8 the next
morning. He also invoked NRC regula-
tions that Indian Tribes must be con-
sulted on such matters. We gave Jan’s
50-page report to every member of the
Legislature. We even got representa-
tives of the Sierra Club and the League
of Women Voters coming around asking
astounded questions! The Governor’s
bill passed the Senate, but was tabled
in the House. It was postponed for a
year, in which time the LWV and Sier-
rans got an Initiative on the ballot and




ECOLOGICAL DECAY AS A CONTRIBUTION
TO POLITICAL VIOLENCE

By Eric Holle

Somewhere in Latin America, Juan
and Maria Martinez live in poverty.
They are farmers, and their growing
number of children combine with the
constant loss of toposil from their mar-
ginal farmland to make life increasingly
difficult. They are angered by the fact
that 7% of the population in their coun-
try owns 93% of the arable land. Some
of their relatives have no land at all.

Juan and Maria dream about acquir-
ing enough additional land to support
their growing family, but the only land
available is tropical rainforest inhabited
by indigenous forest people who resist
settlers moving in. Clearing such land
for agriculture seems futile because it
soon loses its ability to sustain crops or
livestock. Besides, they cannot hope to
compete with US and World Bank sup-
ported corporations that deforest and
overgraze tropical forests to raise beef
for America’s fast food industry.

A drought occurs, and as their chil-
dren become seriously undernourished,
Juan and Maria go in desperation to the
city, to join relatives in the shantytowns
inhabited by thousands like themselves.
They find no real opportunities there,
and eventually become involved in polit-
ical movements and even food riots in
an attempt to survive. The government

decides Juan is a political threat and,
fearing for his life, he flees to another
country seeking asylum. He is denied
asylum, deported, tortured and killed
upon arrival back in his country. Those
in his family still alive have joined the
guerilla movement to overthrow the US
supported government.

This oversimplified scenario is un-
realistic in the sense that few individu-
als have probably all of these debilitat-
ing experiences. It points out, however,
an important link between an ailing en-
vironment and war. The direct effects
of war on the environment are well
documented and obvious, but the en-
vironmental factors leading to war have
generally been ignored.

A recent report by Earthscan, a news
and information service of the Interna-
tional Institute for Environment and
Development, attempts to bridge this
gap by documenting links between
ecological decay, environmental ban-
kruptey, and political and military insta-
bility. Written by Lloyd Timberlake and
Jon Tinker, ENVIRONMENT AND
CONFLICT does not argue that en-
vironmental problems are the major
cause of violent confrontations, but that
they are significant and overlooked
causes in a complex process. It also ar-
gues that the process is independent of
political philosophy, as it is common to

the last I heard, the dump was dead.
Elected Council members from all 7
Sioux Reservations in South Dakota
held a gigantic press conference reading
resolutions from all of their Councils de-
nouncing the dump and everyone got
their faces on TV all over the place.

From that experience we naturally
segued into the 2nd short story I prom-
ised you. A Black Hills Land Bill was
sprouting out of all 9 Sioux Nations and
the Arapaho Nation (all of whom signed
the 1868 Ft. Laramie Treaty). The Bill
was (is) a compromise on the uncom-
promising Treaty which Americans ut-
terly refuse to acknowledge. The “Tre-
aty Bill” — as I like to call it — was (is)
long and complicated, but its essense is
that Indians will take over the manage-
ment of all public lands in the area but
leave private lands alone. The land in
question is roughly half of South Dakota
from the eastern bank of the Missouri
River to the Wyoming, Nebraska, and
North Dakota borders — about 7 million
acres. The Sioux promise not to blow
up Mount Rushmore if the Americans
will get the hell off the sacred Bear
Butte.

For the first time in history ALL the
10 Treaty Nations gathered in Rapid
City in March, 1983, and vowed solidar-
ity with each other on this Land Bill.
They agreed to have a few more meet-
ings on each Reservation to work out a
few minor details on the 4th draft of the
Bill, and then traditional Elders sat
down to a Buffalo Feast with modern
Tribal Council politicians and partied.
It was great. Magic was in the air. 1
was invited to sit at the great round
table with all the chiefs and Tribal Pres-
idents to discuss the Bill the next day,
and then we walked out of the meeting
when the “Justice Department” of the
United States of America tried to sit
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Uranium pits in Black Hills.

down with us too, They tried to buy us
out with $50,000 to “help” the Steering
Committee submit the Bill to the US
Congress.

Of course it all fell apart within a few
months after that. That fifty grand
began to eat away at a few guys, and
bickering began, which escalated into
open fights and impasse. John Steele
told me a few weeks ago that they’re
still pushing for it, but the Bill hasn’t
gone to Congress yet. (The judicial sys-
tem, of course, is no longer an avenue
for us, since the Supreme Court in 1980
announced that the Treaty was a valid
document, and what was done to the
Sioux and Arapaho was (not is) “a de-
plorable chapter in our national his-
tory,” BUT .. . hey guys, we can’t give
you all that land back! Ha ha! We'll give
you 14 cents an acre instead.)

So where does that leave us? The
BHA couldn’t pay rent and couldn’t get
a paper out and couldn’t do much more
than cause trouble at a few meetings
and celebrate the NEW MOON FEAST
at Yellow Thunder every month. There
were lots of rip-offs and a lot of people
got pissed-off and the Black Hills Al-
liance was shut down. The same old
story. Leonard Peltier in Marion Pen
was a more effective leader deep in his
“Behavior Moidification Unit” than any-
one else out in the open. I don’t know
the answer, other than to give this infor-
mation to Art Goodtimes and see if
Earth First! can help us. The potential
is enormous and I hope we can all still
somehow work together. I know this is
kind of a dribbly way to end a dribbly
article, but that seems to be the story
of 500 years of inter-tribal relationships
on this hemisphere. Let’s try to work
together, maybe? It’s corny, I know, and
we've all heard it before, but . . . .

both right and left wing governments.

Security analysts tend to ignore en-
vironmental factors, and environmen-
talists fail to adequately consider
economic, social and political factors
which undermine basic security. Many
governments in Latin America, for
example, rely only on military solutions
to revolutionary movements, and the
US supports only military, economic,
and political solutions while ignoring
the need to restore the sustainable re-
source base in the region.

The 1984 Kissinger report, for in-
stance, called for unrealistic increases
in agricultural production while ignor-
ing the need for land, forest and
watershed rehabilitation in environ-
mentally devastated areas like El Sal-
vador.

Military forces could be, but are not,
used to fight erosion and desertifica-
tion. “Life squads” could replace death
squads to enhance the image of many
Latin American govenments. As a
former US State Department official
has said, “If a foreign power seized sev-
eral hundred square kilometers of
Sudanese territory, the government
would not hesitate to send out the army.
Yet every year, hundreds of square
kilometers of valuable land are irrevoc-
ably lost to that nation through bad land
management, and the government ac-
cepts it meekly.”

ENVIRONMENT AND CON-
FLICTcites numerous examples from
around the world where degradation of
forests and soil, shared river basins and
shared marine fisheries are closely
linked to internal and international con-
flict. In addition to Latin America, de-
forestation and soil loss have been a de-
stabilizing force in Poland, Ethiopia,
Iran, and Afghanistan. In Poland, 1972-
5 saw the loss of over 17% of the prime
agricultural land to industrial and urban
development. As agricultural produc-
tion in the late '70’s continued to fall,
the government attempted to raise food
prices, leading to food riots and eventu-
ally to the formation of the trade union
Solidarity. The 1974 coup in Ethiopia
was due in part to deforestation, over-
population, and inequitable land hold-
ing followed by drought and famine.

In Iran, lack of land for subsistence
led to massive urban migrations which
focused attention on the disparities be-
tween rich and poor. Subsequent strikes
helped undermine the economy, leading
to the 1978 overthrow of the Shah. Se-

vere erosion, drought and famine in Af-
ghanistan in 1971-2 helped lead to a coup
in 1978, followed by a pro-Soviet coup
in 1978. “The common factors,” say Tim-
berlake and Tinker, “are not socialism
or market economies, pro-Soviet or pro-
American politics, but soil loss and de-
clining food production.”

Environmental refugees continue to
leave worn out lands, creating de-
stabilizing pressures on host countries
and armed conflict in their own coun-
tries. Immigration to the US and
Canada from Mexico is estimated at
1,000 per day, while immigration from
Bangladesh to Assam in India in 1983
led to violence with over 3,000 killed.
Foresters and settlers fight with indi-
genous people in India, Thailand, and
Amazonia, where over 10,000 Indians
have been killed. Thousands have also
died in political violence inspired by
ecological decay and overpopulation in
the Chittagong Hill Tracts of
Bangladesh.

Growing demands for water lead to
tensions between governments in areas
where several countries share the same
rivers. Conflicts between the US and
Mexico, India and Pakistan, Brazil and
Argentina, and Chile and Bolivia center
around increasing salinization, hydro-
projects, threats of flooding and simple
over-use. Deforestation complicates
matters by decreasing the ability of the
land to absorb water, leading to erosion
and flooding.

Disputes over fishing rights are re-
sponsible for serious and often violent
conflicts between Japan and Russia, the
US and Latin America (Peru for exam-
ple), and Iceland and Great Britain. As
over-fishing continues to deplete
stocks, inereased tensions are bound to
result.

ENVIRONMENT AND CONFLICT
cites many more examples of the link
between environment and political sta-
bility. The inability of the land to sup-
port human populations is a factor to
which individuals, governments, and
economic development institutions
must begin paying serious attention if
they want to avoid wars.

As Peter Thatcher, former Deputy
Executive Director of the UN Environ-
mental Program states: “The choice for
governments is either to find the means
by which to pay now to stop the destruc-
tion of their natural resource base, or
to be prepared to pay later, possibly in
blood.”

Holle is an environmental associate
of the Rocky Mountain Peace Center in
Boulder, Colorado.

Letters (cont)

Raise grazing fees. Stop rangeland
“improvements” in fragile, or histori-
cally ungrazed wildlife habitat. Abolish
the BLM’s single-use grazing advisory
boards, and instead let ranchers work
through enlarged, multiple-use advis-
ory councils. Start removing cows from
unsuitable or intended natural areas!

Yours truly,

Elliott Bernshaw

SLC, UT

See the order form in the back for infor-
mation on how to get this book for only
one dollar.

To whom it may concern:

My name is Fred E. Libbey and I
don’t appreciate you using my name in
reference to trash like bureaucrats red-
necks foresters and the like, as it was
in the June 21, 1985 Earth First! 1 prac-
tically shit a ring around myself. Here
my name was being strewn all over the
newspapers and for such usage. Blas-
phemy! That’s what it is. It’s blasphem-
ing my name to use it in vain. And I do
not dig it. I don’t know who the buggers
are that you’re up against but why don’t
you call them Ralphs or Murphys? Not
Freddies - no way.

So what’s the bitch. The Earth is
screwed up already -

“What have they done to the Earth
What have they done to our fair Sister
Ripped her and bit her

Stuck her with knives in the side of the
dawn

Tied her with fences and dragged her
down”

It was a song a long time ago when
we were kids. It was by the “Doors”
but I can’t remember the rest.

Please don’t tell me to change my

name, either. It won’t work. But please
try to help me understand this shit. Tell
me something so I can rest my mind
and not have to think that somebody is
turning my name into evil. I mean seri-
ously, folks, how would you like it if I
named a skunk Doug Fur?

Treefully yours,

Fred E. Libbey

Albany, OR

Dear Earth Firstlers,

It was a damp, dark, gloomy day in
La Calada, a suburb outside of-Los
Angeles, 1500 feet in the Angeles Na-
tional Forest; be assured we are not en-
croaching on the forest.

Suddenly — Holy shit! What’s this —
here I am reading an article on Earth
First! in the LA Times. The day has
brightened!

The article makes it appear Earth
Firstlers are going to monkeywrench
the world (not a bad idea). But you read
it, maybe I am wrong. Oh! this 52 year
old tax collector isnt the only EF'! per-
son in LA.

Keep it up, Dave. I’'ve been with you
from the Damn Cracking. “What a long
strange trip it's been.” Hope all goes
well with Howie, he has my support.

Namaste,

Susan Frank

The article appeared in the LA Times,
Sept. 5,1985, Part V.

Dear Earth First!:

Your (our?) major problem is that
Thomas Jefferson (who, incidentally,
was a revolutionary) was ignored to
begin with, so the corporations took
over with the military to do the bidding.

Best,

Henry S. Smith

Colton, CA
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By Dolores LaChapelle

Review of WHO SPEAKS FOR WOLF
by Paula Underwood Spencer. Tribe of
Two Press, Texas, 1985. $16.00 (avail-
able by mail from WAY OF THE
MOUNTAIN CENTER, Box 542, Sil-
verton, CO 81433. Add $1 for postage).

Our society’s fundamental attitudes
are mirrored very clearly in children’s
stories. Humanity’s present attitude to-
ward other species has resulted in two
general types of animal stories for chil-
dren: “cute” animal stories or fables,
where humans disguised as animals
teach morals and other matters to chil-
dren. For over ten years I've been look-
ing for a book to read to children that
wasn’t merely human centered. Finally
this year I found one. Who Speaks for
Wolf shows that it is possible for humans
to live fully only if they allow the same
freedom to all other species.

The author’s great-great grand-
mother, traditional “Keeper of the Old
Things” for her tribe, left her Oneida
home in 1800 when the tribal council
decided to abandon their ancient tradi-
tions. She took refuge among the Quak-
ers and passed her oral traditions along
to her descendants. Paula’s father
taught her in the old way when she was
small but warned her things would not
be right to tell the stories until she was
fifty. So she got her Master’s degree
and worked in governmental affairs in
Washington, DC, and raised her chil-
dren in the white man’s world. Now they
are grown and this is her first book.
Her traditional stories go clear back to
when the tribe crossed the Bering
Strait 10,000 years ago. This depth
gives great power to her stories. The
book is typeset in such a manner that
one automatically chants when reading
it aloud, which adds further power.

The story begins with Wolf standing
at the edge of the light looking at the
fire and grandfather explains to the
small boy why Wolf stands there. He
begins:

“LONG AGO . . . LONG AGO . . .
LONG AGO” and tells of when the
people grew so )many they had to find
anew place. They thought they had con-
sidered all things but forgot Wolf. The
new place they found turned out to be
the “Center place for a great commu-
nity of wolves.” They tried leaving food
out for Wolf, ete., but none of these ways
worked.

“THEY SAW
That it was possible
to hunt down this Wolf People
until they were no more”

But “such a task would change the
People:
they would become Wolf Killers

IT DID NOT SEEM TO THEM

THAT THEY WANTED TO BE-
COME SUCH A PEOPLE
So they moved when winter was over
and “they devised a way of asking each
other questions . . . to remind us of
things we do not yet see clearly enough
to remember.”

TELL ME NOW MY BROTHERS
TELL ME NOW MY SISTERS
WHO SPEAKS FOR WOLF?”

And they always remembered to ask
Wolf’s question until the “wooden ships
came bringing a new people,” white-
men, and they looked at them and “saw
that what we accomplish by much
thought and considering the needs of
all, they accomplish by building tools
and changing the Earth . . . . We could
not teach them to ask Wolf’s question.
They did not understand he was their
brother . . . .”

Who Speaks for Wolf is told with such
skill that any child hearing this story
often will grow up knowing not to over-
populate the earth. Yet the book never
directly mentions population control so
it can’t be condemned by self-righteous
people.

The book is cloth bound, with 7 full
color paintings and 16 drawings by
noted artist, Frank Howell. It’s expen-
sive but you and your children will read
and reread this book together for years
and grow in understanding each time.
The chanting style makes the book just
as moving for adults when a group reads
it aloud together.
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mountains of southwestern Colorado
and is a noted student of Deep Ecology.
She is the author of several books in-
cluding Earth Wisdom.
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By Gregory McNamee

Review of Jonathon Porritt, SEEING
GREEN: THE POLITICS OF ECOL-
OGY EXPLAINED (Basil Blackwell,
Inc.). 251 pages. $6.95 paperback.

One third of Germany’s once exten-
sive forests have been destroyed by in-
dustrial pollutants in the last twenty
years. Since 1949, Britain has lost 95
percent of its meadowlands to industrial
and urban growth. Scandinavia’s lakes
have been irreparably damaged by acid
rain in a generation’s time. European
and American lumber corporations de-
stroy 18 million acres of rainforest each
year (for purposes of comparison, note
that the entire Amazon rainforest. com-
prises 700 million acres, an area about
three times the size of France).
Eurasia’s rivers run with industrial
waste. Dioxin and other toxic-waste
dumps dot the European landscape
from the south of Italy to Scotland.

Small wonder that throughout
Europe so-called “green parties,” com-
mitted to halting global environmental
destruction, have sprung up and be-
come powerful political forces. Green
successes have been many in the past
ten years, especially in West Germany,
the home of die Grunen, and England,
where the Ecology Party has enjoyed a
number of parliamentary victories; and
public sympathy for Europe’s green par-
ties is growing every year.

In Seeing Green, Jonathon Porritt,
director of the United Kingdom branch
of the Friends of the Earth, sets forth
the general principles that unite the
European greens. Porritt presents an
overview of the greens’ aims, and he
makes clear throughout that the
greens, contrary to KEuropean and
American media and government
claims, are not offshoots of Europe’s
communist parties, blindly following
the dictates of Moscow, but rather rep-
resent an entirely new political move-
ment devoted to the destruction both
of capitalism and of communism,
ideologies that Porritt holds are in real-
ity one: - industrialism. As Porritt,
writes,

We profoundly disagree with the
politics of the right and its underlying
ideology of capitalism; we profoundly
disagree with the politics of the left and
its adherence, in varying degrees, to the
ideology of communism. That leaves us
little choice but to disagree, perhaps less
profoundly, with the politics of the
centre and its ideological potpourri of

socialized capitalism. The politics of

the Industrial Age, left, right, and
centre, is like a three-way motorway,
with different vehicles in different
lames, but all heading in the same direc-
tion. Greens feel it is the very direction
that is wrong, rather than the choice of
one lane in preference to the others. It
s our perception that the motorway of

abyss — hence our decision to get off,
and seek an entirely different direction.

Porritt goes on to describe European
green-party positions on a number of
contemporary political questions: the
abolition of nuclear-arms and -power de-
velopment; a halt to Europe’s reliance
on fossil fuels and the development of
alternative energy sources; the dissolu-
tion of the European Economic Commu-
nity — the so-called Common Market
— on the grounds that the EEC fosters
an uncompromising industrialist econ-
omy; demilitarization; and, the thor-
niest problem of all, the creation of a
new economic and political order
founded upon and guided by ecological
concerns. In treating these various is-
sues, Porritt is long on theory and short
on immediate practical actions; but that
is not necessarily a failing in what is,
after all, a political manifesto, meant to
explain a cause and convert readers toit.

Seeing Green is a useful book for
American environmentalists, especially
those who hold that there can be a third-
party alternative to the industrialist
Democratic and Republican party
stranglehold on American politics.
(Whether a third party can survive
under our present political system is an
academic question for the time being;
Porritt has great hopes, for whatever
reason, for Barry Commoner’s Citizens
Party.) As a primer in how direct polit-
ical action and resistance can affect the
runaway course of industrialism, too, re-
minding its audience that politics does
not consist entirely of protest, Seeing
Green is inspiring reading for American
greens, whose time is coming.

Gregory McNamee is the co-editor of
RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE, a
critical anthology on the writings of Ed-
ward Abbey, which is available from
Earth First! in Tucson.
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By Australopithecus

Review of The Parable of the Tribes:
The Problem of Power in Social Evolu-
tion by Andrew Bard Schmookler.
University of California Press. 400pp.,
$19.95 :

Andrew Bard Schmookler’s recent
book, The Parable of the Tribes, is one
of the more impressive and important
books of this decade. In it, Schmookler
looks back through history and pre-his-
tory to learn how we humans got our-
selves and all life into such a dismal
mess.

Schmookler’s basic thesis is that after
civilization began, violence between dif-
ferent peoples — and stemming from
that, violence against Earth — became
an inevitable part of the evolution of
humanity. The “parable of the tribes”
explains this inevitability roughly as fol-
lows: As long as neighboring tribes all
act peacefully, peace reigns; but as soon
as any one tribe becomes aggressive,
all tribes must adopt the ways of vio-
lence. Consider a tribe’s alternatives
when faced by a hostile neighbor: The
peaceful tribe can surrender, flee, or
fight; any of which amounts to a victory
for the ways of violence. Even as natural

mdustrialism inevitably leadé to thé ‘

evolution selects for the strongest or-
ganisms and/or communities of organ-
isms, social evolution selects for the
most powerful societies. (Schmookler
uses the word ’power’ in the sense of
power over; it would be worthwhile to
see a critique of Schmookler’s theories
by someone, e.g. Joanna Macy, within
the growing movement of persons who
think that power in the sense of power
over could be replaced by power in the
sense of power with.) Societies attain
power partly by developing technologies
which exploit nature, hence nature too
becomes a victim of the power struggles
.of social evolution.

Schmookler’s parable offers a simple
yet compelling theory on the downfall
of humanity. For this and many other
reasons, Schmookler’s work is brilliant.
One of the most pleasing aspects of the
book for those of us with a primeval
bent is his discussion of the harmonious
ways of life of primal peoples. Primal
peoples generally seem to have lived
lives unfettered by the many restric-
tions that make modern life unpleasant;
restrictions such as tedious labor, or
contrived notions of good and evil (mor-
ality is a human construct arising after
humanity’s fall from the state of nature,
Schmookler’s work suggests).

Despite all its good points,
Schmookler’s book will often disappoint
many readers. Political leftists will be
aghast to read his discussion of the
merits of US capitalism vs. Soviet com-
munism, in which Schmookler says that
the US system is basically decent
whereas the Soviet system is basically
bad. The latter claim is reasonable; the
former is not. Feminists may resent the
lack of attention Schmookler pays to the
ways in which violence against Earth
and humans has been historically tied
to the male dominance of societies for
the past 8000 years or so. Ermest
Becker, the late highly acclaimed author
of The Denial of Death would think that ~
Schmookler overlooks the immense im-
portance of fear of death in shaping
human cultures. Biologists might ques-
tion his strong stress on competition as
the driving force in evolution, insofar
as he underrates the importance of coop-
eration (symbiosis) in shaping evolu-
tion. We radical ecologists wish
Schmookler had discussed in more
detail how his parable ties in with vio-
lence against Earth. Furthermore, we
may question whether Schmookler’s is
a biocentric perspective on life. Some
of us grow apprehensive when we read
“there is something special about the
human animal.” We are apt to agree
more with his suggestion that human
consciousness may prove to be merely
an unsucessful evolutionary experi-
ment.

Lastly, anyone wishing for an answer
to the world’s desperate plight will not

find it. Schmookler explains how we en-
tered our plight, but not how we can
escape it. He hints that his theoretical
solution is forthcoming. This does not
inspire confidence; if he is as thorough
in this next project, it may not appear
until after most of Earth is a wasteland.
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By Bill Devall

Review of THE NATURAL ALIEN:
HUMANKIND AND ENVIRONMENT,
by Neil Evernden. University of Toronto
Press, 1985.

The relationship between mind and
nature is the central concern of human
ecology. The dominant way of seeing
nature in modern culture is through
science, based on Descartes’ objectifica-
tion of nature and his mind-body
dualism. In this mode of seeing nature,
all nature is revealed to us only as a
collection of objects or “things” which
can be manipulated by humans for short
term human goals or purposes.

Even the science of ecology is caught
in this way of seeing nature. As
Evernden says, “ecology can help one
to criticize inefficient exploitation or
destructive utilization of nature, but it
cannot help illuminate the experience
that inspires one to be an environmen-
talist.” (p. 22)

Thus the dilemma of the environmen-
talist who is concerned with experiencing
his or her place.

“I have suggested earlier that environ-
mentalism, like Romanticism, constitutes
a defence of value. I am now asserting
an even more fundamental role, the



defence of meaning. We call people en-
vironmentalists because what they are
finally moved to defend is what we call
environment. But, at bottom, their ac-
tion is a defence of cosmos, not scenery.
Ironically, the very entity they defend
— environment — is itself an offspring
of the nihilistic behemoth they chal-
lenge. It is a manifestation of the way
we view the world.” (p. 124)

Evernden draws from phenomenol-
ogy and biology to present an alterna-
tive approach to that of modern science
to seeing ourselves in nature.
“Phenomenology requires a return to
the things themselves, to a world that
precedes knowledge and yet is basic to
it, as countryside is to geography and
blossoms to botany. This seems initially
confusing, for we think of knowledge as
something achieved through observa-
tion and analysis, not as something
which precedes it. Yet this notion pre-
supposes an observor who surveys the
world and questions it . . . .” (p. 57)

Evernden draws from the work of
Merleau-Ponty, Martin Heidegger and
R.D. Laing to introduce the reader
clearly and succinctly to the context of
mind-in-nature.

He draws from some threads of mod-
ern biology to suggest that humans, as
a species, may be “natural aliens” who
are at home everywhere but, paradoxi-
cally, nowhere.

Humans, generally, exhibit both
psychologically and biologically
neotenic characteristies. These youthful
characteristics which F.J.J. Buytendikj
identifies as “want of direction,” “drive
to movement,” “characteristically
pathic behavior,” and “an ambiguity of
the to and fro” are encouraged in mod-
ern cultures especially, as Paul Shepard
has brilliantly demonstrated in his book
NATURE AND MADNESS (Sierra
Club Books, 1982).

But there is hope for this rootless,
homeless, “natural alien” to develop
into mature self-in-nature.

Evernden concludes that the very
adaptability of humans shows they are
open to other modes of awareness than
that dictated by the contemporary
dominating paradigm. And he envisions
a very different role for the environmen-
tal movement than that usually aseribed
to it. Instead of studying forest plans
and making alternative estimates of
offshore oil reserves or commenting on
environmental impact statements, the
’environmentalist’ can shed his' label.
‘When he or she sheds the label ‘environ-
mentalist’ “many other names and be-
liefs may be simultaneously dislodged,
and then, just possibly, he can begin to
glimpse the creature he might be . . .
. The demise of ’environmentalist’ may
be a first step in a cultural mutation.”
(p. 144)

One way to shed the label 'environ-
mentalist’ is to engage in what Joseph
Campbell calls 'creative mythology.’

One aspect of this is to find models
of the mature, adult human, the self-in-
Great-Self or person-in-environment.

Bigfoot, the hairy primate of the
Pacific Northwest, provides one model
for the mature human. Stories of Big-
foot and sightings suggest not a ’lost
ape,” but adult Homo sapiens who have
been transformed into peaceful,
perhaps playful beings who live in small
groups without the need of vast technol-
ogy or warfare, who are ’at home’ in
their place — woods, mountains, rivers,
meadows. Dwelling in a different dimen-
sion than our own perceived space and
time, Bigfoot might be engaged in ex-
periencing its place deeply and richly
without alienation and separation.

Bigfoot could be an expression of the
future primal mind-in-nature.

In sum, Evernden’s provocative and
powerful essay suggests that ‘environ-
mentalists” have a calling to help people
move into a different territory. ‘En-
vironmentalists’ cannot provide a map
to the territory, but they can show the
distortions, blindness and limitations of
the dominant maps used in our culture.
We don’t know what will be discovered
by dwellling in our abode, but by this
process of discovering, or revealing an
opening in this old/new territory as if
we were seeing it for the first time, the
‘environmental erisis’ may disappear be-
cause humans are engaging in the ‘real
work’ of discovering their homeland.

Bill Devall is a professor at Humboldt
State Unaversity, Arcata, California, and
the co-author of DEEP ECOLOGY:
LIVING AS IF NATURE MATTERED.

View from the
Outhouse

Blueberries

and the Bomb

By Robert Streeter

I have decided, for purely sentimen-
tal reasons, to pick blueberries in the
meadow near the cabin from which I
recently moved. I cannot justify this
five mile excursion in the car since there
are plenty of blueberries within walking
distance of my present cabin. But this
is something I must do. Old stomping
grounds linger in the memory, often in-
delibly, and do not easily fade.

From the new cabin I walk down the
steep, hemlock-scented trail which
leads to the logging road and the car.
It is a short walk to the car this time
of year. It will increase by a half-mile
or so when the snow flies. That’s okay.
We are an upright species which fune-
tions quite well on our own two feet,
but most of modern America has chosen
to let their legs atrophy in deference to
their bellies. That is an evolutionary
shame. The human leg is a terrible thing
to waste.

The car rumbles and belches now and
then, disturbing the silence, creaking
like an old ship when one side rides low
in a rut, twisting and bending to the
road’s demand. I like this sort of road.
It offers austere, unforgiving limits
which cannot be ignored. It. teaches
patience.

I leave the logging road with a final
creak and turn toward the blueberry
patch of my past. I know it is there; I
know it is waiting; I know what it smells
like, feels like, tastes like. I know it
would never let me down, evenif I leave
with my pail half full, for the place is
more than the berries. It is the sum of
the senses which make the experience,
which make the place, and it is this final
sense of place that satisifies.

I come to the only intersection at the
center of this tiny rural town, an inter-
section where the undulating pave-
ments of two county roads come to-
gether, melded into one for only an in-
stant. I stop, staring straight ahead,
and am catapulted 40 years into the past
by a message within the sterile four cor-
ners of the intersection. HIROSHIMA:
NEVER AGAIN. A poignant silhou-
ette of a human accompanies the bold

white letters. I sit motionless, com-
prehending the terrible meaning behind
the silhouette, behind the charred
shadows of death so patriotically
applied.

When our people dropped the first
atomic bomb on Hiroshima, those
human beings within 300 meters of
ground zero were instantly vaporized
by the heat, leaving behind only their
shadows. During the dark hours before
dawn on the fortieth anniversary of
Hiroshima’s bombing, the shadows
were pulled from the past and
memorialized on the streets and
sidewalks of America. It was not the
act of vandals. It was the act of respon-
sible human beings who can see the con-
nection between the arms race and nu-
clear annihilation, and they simply
wished to make the dangers more vivid.
The shadows were painted with white-
wash and will fade with the rains of the
season. The shadows of Hiroshima did
not. -

I turn at the intersection, drive a few
miles, and park on a quiet hillside at
the head of a trail. I walk it quickly,
bucket dangling from my neck, and en-
counter the meadow, the place. Sun-
shine warms my back and shows me the
pure and naked beauty of this place; the
aster and the goldenrod, the hawk on a
rising thermal, the midnight blue of the
berries. I pick them with both hands,
absorbed in the tonic of the moment.

We must choose between the
blueberry and the bomb. There are
those who believe in the bomb and wish
to nurture it, protect it, be guided by
its power. They say there is no going
back. They will tell you this from any
pew in any denomination on any Sun-
day; from any stool in any bar on any
Saturday night. They have chosen to
live by the bomb, supporting the
machine that produces it. If those of
their ilk prevail, we will die by the
bomb.

The sweet fragrance of Queen Anne’s
lace catches my nose. My finger tips
and tongue are stained with blue. This
place tugs at me from miles away and
I’ve never questioned its magic, or my
choice.

Photo by Robert Streeter.

WOLF-RIVER

By Lone Wolf Circles

Inspired by the girl at the Rendezvous
Dedicated to my friend Bill Devall

I am a river. I wear away with my
intensity the rough boundaries that
would contain me.

I am everchanging, yet always the
same. None fully understand my com-
plexities, so I am alternately lusted for
and feared.

Cultures and religions spring from
my fertile banks, mystery flowers and
myth is fused to reality.

I can both cool you and heat you. I
am the real meaning of “wet dreams“
— experience my flow.

Leap into my movement and I will
touch you everywhere at once. I will
enter your openings and exhilarate you.
The dampness you hide in publie is me
calling you.

I how] down ancient Indian canyons,

pCKPACKING - AMISH FARMS

WILD AMERICA
IS OUR CAMPUS

Career programs leading to
AA, B.S. and M.S. degrees

You can’t fully learn about the envi-
ronment by sitting in a classroom.
Our expeditions are small groups of
inquiring college, high school, grad-
uate students and faculty who travel
across America as a learning com-
munity. As we camp out September-
May or summers—hiking, canoeing
and skiing—we visit people and
places to encounter deep ecological
problems, society and self. Our 4-
week to 4-year cross-cultural studies
—Newfoundland to California—lead
to naturalist, outdoor and educa-
tional livelihoods.

The Expedition Education Advan-
tage. [ J incorporates all previous
undergraduate coursework, [ of-
fers accredited career internships,
independent study, life experience
credit and transferable coursework,
[ awards financial aid and career
startup funding.

<
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Send for complete information packet or inquire:

National Audubon Society

Expedition Institute
Sharon - Conn. 06069.
(203) 364-0522

Students are admitted regardless of their race,
sex, religion or national origin.
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Do they matter?
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unfolding about our relationship
with animals and the rest of the
natural world. Read about it in

THE ANIMALS’ AGENDA.

THE ANIMALS’ AGENDA gives
you news, views and articles
about animal rights, welfare and
protection, ‘and about the people
who are making animal rights one
of the major issues of the ‘80's.
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Reality Inspector
by John Caris

A world championship chess

match and computer cracking

play their part in this imaginative
and entertaining novel.

$5. postpaid from:
Westgate House
56 Westgate, Suite 107
San Francisco, CA 94127

endlessly pursuing freedom like a fle-
eing deer. I wash away dams and
aluminum trailers — child’s play. My
wet sounds are the soundtrack for lov-
ers, Earth First! tree huggers, and the
rapid movements of duck wings.

Your love and appreciation are blos-
soms tossed into my swirling waters.
They tickle my wolf-belly, touch my hid-
den secrets.

I'll carry your gifts with me: my
friend’s firm support, and lover’s aban-
don. I'll fondle the petals, sniff its per-
sistent musk. If you are far away, and
hear a roaring in your ears, it is I, Wolf-
River, loving you back.

Copyright 1985 by Lone Wolf Circles
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DEAR NED LUDD

DEAR NED LUDD is a regular feature in Earth First! for
discussion of creative means of effective defense against
the forces of industrial totalitarianism. Neither the Earth
First! mevement nor the staff of Earth First! necessarily
encourage anyone to do any of the things discussed in

DEAR NED LUDD.

FOILING THEDETECTORS:
NON-METALLIC

By T.0. Hellenbach

Tree spiking has forced the develop-
ment of a number of countermeasures,
the most significant of which include the
use of metal detectors to locate metallic
spikes imbedded in tree trunks. Some
spikers have advocated the use of lad-
ders to plant spikes high in trees, out
of the reach of hand-held metal detec-
tors. Unfortunately, the risk of hauling
a bulky object such as a ladder while
engaged in illegal activities is rendered
unnecessarily dangerous by the fact
that most sawmills (and all of those in
National Forests where spiking is com-
mon) routinely screen all fallen logs at
the mill to remove commonplace metal-
lic objects like nails and old barbed wire.
Obviously, conventional metal spikes
will be detected before reaching their
intended target — the costly sawmill
blade. i

Ongoing research has developed sev-
eral non-metallic spikes, or pins, that
promise to defeat the metal detector
and wreak havoc inside the sawmill. The
first of these, as depicted in the current
episode of “Blade Ruiner” is a high-fired
ceramic pin made of the same type of
commonplace stoneware used by pot-
ters who hand-throw (on a potter’s
wheel) the usual line of cups, bowls,
plates, ete. The primary ingredient is
stoneware clay, produced in a wide
range of formulations by clay companies
and ceramic supply outfits scattered
across the nation. Most such manufac-
turers and supppliers are located in
large metropolitan areas where mon-
keywrenchers can purchase their clay
over the counter for cash — leaving no
paper trail like name and address for
the curious police investigator. The clay
usually comes in twenty-five pound
bags, two such bags making up a fifty-
pound box. Be sure that the clay type
(known as the “clay body”) that you pur-
chase contains no iron oxide, an ingre-
dient that is commonly added to stone-
ware clays. If sufficiently concentrated,
this iron oxide may be picked up by
metal detectors. To find a clay that is
suitable, make your first inquiry by
phone, obtaining the name or number
of the stoneware clay that contains no
iron oxide. At a later date, send the
most inconspicuous-looking member of
your spiking team in to purchase a bag
or box. If necessary, they can be “pick-
ing it up for a friend,” or can be college
art students purchasing materials for a
project.

As an additional measure, these clay
bodies can be stiffened and made even
more durable by the addition of “grog,”
a gritty, sand-like material usually
made of a high-fired refractory material
(ground stoneware) or simply a pure
quartz sand. This can also be purchased
from clay suppliers, and you should
specify an 80 or coarser screening. Do
not buy fine powder grog, or “soft” grog
made of weaker lower-fired materials.
The grog is blended into the clay body
through a process called “wedging”
which consists of simply kneading the
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material in by hand until it is thoroughly
and evenly distributed throughout the
cldy. Since clay formulas vary from one
type to another and from one company
to the next, we cannot specify the
amount of grog to add to your clay. Just
add a little at a time until the clay feels
a little coarser and stiffer. If you add
too much, the clay will be hard to roll-
out and will not stick together well.
Keep in mind that the clay must remain
“plastic” to allow you to readily shape
it.

When handling the clay directly, al-
ways wear plastic gloves. The best type
are the disposable examination gloves
used by doctors and available at medical
supply houses. More expensive, but
more readily available, are the plastic
gloves sold at all grocery stores in the
kitchenware section. These types are
more durable and will survive repeated
use. Whichever type you use, try to ob-
tain gloves with a skin-tight fit.

The pins are made simply by rolling
the clay out to the desired thickness,
and cutting them to the appropriate
length. As with the metallic pins de-
picted in the first “Blade Ruiner”
episode, you will have to use a drill to
make a hole in the tree for inserting the
pin. Decide first what type of drill (cord-
less battery-type or old-fashioned brace
and bit) you will use and find the largest
bit you can readily use, up to one inch
in diameter. Experiment on a recently
fallen tree to insure that your drill and
bit combination allows you to drill a hole
up to four or five inches deep. The
thicker your ceramic pin is, the more
likely it is to either dull or break a saw-
mill blade. Therefore, if you can drill
one-inch-diameter holes, roll out the
clay to a one-inch thickness. It will
shrink some in drying and firing and
will fit easily into a one-inch hole. As
to pin length, four inches is about the
maximum necessary, but be sure to cut
some shorter lengths, like two and three
inches. In this way, if your drilling
should encounter a hard spot like a knot
in the wood preventing you from drilling
to the desired depth, you can have a
shorter pin available for the shallow
hole.

Once your pins are rolled and cut, set
them aside for a couple of weeks to
thoroughly dry. They must be com-
pletely dry before firing or they will
break apart in firing. Also, make sure
the clay is well-compressed during the
rolling-out, as even tiny air pockets left
inside the clay will blow up during
firing.

Finally, your ceramic pins will be
ready for the final stage in preparation
— the firing. High temperature firing
brings about chemical changes in the
clay, causing the particles to bond to-
gether through vitrification. The end
product is a material so hard it will eas-
ily scratch glass. In hardness, it ranks
with some types of steel. Its molecular
bonding does not give it the impact
strength of steel, soit will shatter under
a heavy blow (making it unsuitable for
spiking with hammers). Still, it is high

TREE SPIKES

enough on Moh's scale of hardness to
cause damage to sawmill blades.

High-temperature firing can be
achieved only in a gas-fired kiln. The
pins must be fired to “cone 10,” which
generally ranges from 2350 to 2400 de-
grees Fahrenheit. Firing to lower tem-
peratures will not produce the same
hardness. Following are some of the
sources of gas firing:

SCHOOLS. Various college classes,
adult education courses, and private in-
structors maintain gas kilns for student
use.

DO-IT-YOURSELF. This approach
entails purchasing a gas kiln and making
the necessary hookups to a source of
bottled LP gas. This entails several
hundred dollars in expenses. Be sure to
take a college course or private course
through a competent potter to learn the
principles and mechanics of gas firing
before undertaking this step yourself.

CERAMIC SHOPS. Most ceramic
shops sell mold-cast pieces for the pub-
lic to “finish.” Their clays are unsuitable
for pins and they usually fire only elec-
tric kilns up to a cone 5 maximum. Still,
if you call around, you might luck onto
one that will have a gas kiln and custom
fire up to a cone 10.

PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS. Across
the nation, there are thousands of pro-
fessional potters selling their hand-
thrown wares through art and craft
shows attended by the public. Some of
them will be amenable to letting you
pay for custom firing in their kilns. This
allows you to have the job done profes-
sionally. As a way of developing this con-

~ tact, you might buy several pieces from

them at a show, and ask if you can come
to their studio in a few weeks to buy

more of their wares. If you appear to -

be a good customer, the potter might
agree to firing a few dozen pins for you.
To make sure your contact is a compe-
tent professional, check out their prod-
uct line. They should carry a wide range
of practical goods (cups, bowls, plan-
ters, etc.) and should stock large num-
bers of items. Avoid those who don’t
seem to have much to choose from.
Check the quality of their firing by
breaking one of the inexpensive items
you bought from them. The broken
edge, revealing the inside of the fired
clay, should be a medium to dark brown.
If it appears very dark, almost blackish,
the work is poorly fired (over-vitrifica-
tion) and is too brittle. Do not let such
a potter do your firing. Make sure you
check the broken edge, as an external
examination will not reveal this type of
sloppy firing. Of course, make sure
their goods are stoneware fired to a
cone 10. e
Security is of primary consideration
when firing in someone else’s kiln, or
when having a custom firing done. If
possible, do not use your real name.
Never reveal the intended use of the
ceramic pins unless the person handling
the firing is also a member of your spik-
ing team. Do not attempt to recruit for
your spiking team the person doing your
firing unless they are a trusted friend

of many years’ acquaintance, or a
trusted relative. If possible have a
trusted confidant handle the manufac-
ture and firing of the pins at a location
far distant from the forest where they
will be used. Try at least for the next
state. ;

When necessary, make up an air-tight
reason for your intended use of the pins.
Make up a convincing story about how
you are going to assemble them into an
abstract sculpture. Use your imagina-
tion. The possibilities are limitless.

As a further means of obscuring their
intended use, fire the pins in twelve inch
lengths. These can later be cut-down to
suitable lengths using a diamond wire
hand saw available for $15 to $25
through a jeweler or lapidary supply
house (found in most large cities).

In pursuing the use of the ceramic
pin for spiking, it’s a good idea to have
a member of your team take a college-
type course in pottery to familiarize
them with the materials, techniques
and terminology. This can help in man-
ufacturing a convincing cover story for
the firing of your peculiar pins. Compe-
tent private instructors, though not as
widely available, can be a good source
of of schooling and kiln access.

The next episode of “Blade Ruiner”
will demonstrate how to place pins in
trees destined for the sawmill.

—
Dear Ned Ludd,

I must take issue with Johnny Fire-
seed’s method of stopping timber sales.
In my experience, fires have hastened
the developement of roadless areas, not
protected them. The Freddies (and the
public) regard fires as emergencies and
are therefore not bound by the feeble
restrictions of land use planning. They
use this as an excuse to bulldoze roads,
fell trees and otherwise injure and tram-
ple a previously wild area. Shortly after
a fire, a salvage sale is then conducted.
Again, this sale is not bound by land
use plans. The board feet sold do not
count as part of the Forest’s output to-
wards RPA goals, so it doesn’t even pre-
vent some other sale from being sold.
This is all justified by provisions in the
assorted land use laws that allow for
“necessary measures” in an emergency
to protect “valuable resources,” namely
board feet of timber.

There is another, emotional, reason
why Fireseed’s article struck a discor-
dant note. It might be compassion to-
wards a forest community, a type of
ecosystem that is already under relent-
less attack from Homo sapiens. It
might be humility, a reluctance of a
mere person to undertake the peroga-
tives of Thor, the god of storms and
lightning. I simply know that human-
caused.arson in the forest is wrong, for
ethical reasons as well as pragmatic
arguments.

However, I agree entirely with Fire-
seed’s analysis of fire as a natural part
of the wild environment. It can be ar-

continued on pg. 28
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Dear Ned (Cont)

gued that in no other way does the
Forest Seivice demonstrate its slavish
relationship to the timber industry
more clearly than in its fire manage-
ment policies. The Forest Service
should be the object of our attack, not
the forest.

Happy Trails,

Nancy

Dear Ned Ludd

Many log mills are starting to get
more careful about using metal detec-
tors to find spikes in trees. Instead of
trying to develop a spike that will not
activate metal detectors, the opposite
tact may work better by making the
metal detector work against the mill
operators. Take a lesson from nature
and note the way in which prey confuse
predators by mimicry. Specifically, I
suggest the following: 1. When pro-
tecting a forest, spike your normal frac-
tion of trees in your normal fashion.

2. In every tree in which you have not
inserted a blade-destroying spike, put
in a single small nail that can be driven
in with one or two blows. These won't
do much damage to the saw blade —
but will hopefully trigger the metal de-
tector and shut the saw blade down.

The purpose of this is to have every
tree trigger the metal detector and
thereby force the mill to search every
tree for nails or spikes. As long as some
fraction of the trees contain blade-de-
stroying spikes, they cannot afford to
take the chance that the tree contains
only a harmless small nail. This could
destroy the economic incentive of de-
stroying a particular forest.

What is needed is a nail large enough
to trip the metal detector but small
enough to be driven in quickly with one
or two hammer blows — the smallest
nail possible that will trigger the detec-
tor. This would be much quieter than
driving spikes, too. It would also be
worth experimenting with the nail driv-
ers used by roofers. These contain a
“clip” of nails — swing the driver and
a nail is inserted in a single blow and
the next nail pushed into place by a
spring. Don’t bother camouflaging the
nail head — your time is better spent
putting in another nail.

What we clearly need is information
on the sensitivity of the metal detec-
tors. Wouldn't it be great if they could
be set off by steel shot? Just spray the
forest with your 12 gauge!

- Pine Marten

Dear Ned Ludd

By case hardening your tree spikes
you will do at least 3 times the damage
to saw blades. I recommend a Rockwell
Hardness (RC) of 55-57 single case car-
borize and harden. Common nails are
cold rolled steel (CRS); the metal trea-
ter will want to know the type of steel.
Look in the yellow pages under metal
treatment — in some large city out of
state from the area you plan to spike.
You should clip the heads off your spikes
first, because you eannot cut case hard-
ened steel with bolt cutters or a
hacksaw (this is the process used on
hardened chains and locks). Be sure to
wear safety glasses when you drive case
hardened spikes because they will

MOVING?
SEND
US YOUR
NEW
ADDRESS!
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chip or break much easier atter being
hardened.

- Badger = -

Dear Ned Ludd

Get off the kick about worrying about
the poor logger hurting himself by hit-
ting a nail set low in the tree with his
chainsaw. I ran a chainsaw for years, as
a logger, hit nails, rocks, ete. with no
broken chains resulting. I've broken a
few chains due to metal fatigue and as-
sociated cracking but they stop whirling
almost immediately. Once my nephew
hit a nail in a tree, went back to the
truck to sharpen the chain, and then did
the same thing again — with no break.
Hell, when I tore down an old barn, I
used an old chain on my saw to cut up
trusses, ete. that were loaded with
nails. I've handled a saw for thousands
of hours and I’'m not bullshitting. So
please drop the wimpy, turn-the-other-
cheek, look-out-for-the-poor-logger bit.
Set your spikes high and low.

-Jack Frost

Dear Ned Ludd

Spiking trees is probably the most
effective single action against logging
but with increased security against
spikes by the Freddies and logging com-
panies, other measures must not be
overlooked. These include destroying or
disabling logging equipment, trucks,
ete. used by the timber beasts; spiking
roads to give crew crummies, logging
trucks, and Fred wagons flat tires; and
helping the weather render the access
roads impassable. Also, a high priority
should be made of destroying the heavy
equipment that is building the 75,000
miles of new logging access roads in Na-
tional Forest roadless areas. There are
dozens of other techniques I've found in
ECO DEFENSE that can be used
against the destroyers of our forests.
Don’t think that spiking is the only
thing!

- Wolverine

Dear Ned Ludd

A good pair of bolt cutters is the most
all-around useful and versatile tool I've
found to do the most damage to a vehicle
or machine. They can cut locks off doors,
compartments, and engine covers to get
into the damn things in the first place,
and then can mutilate or cut cables,
wires, some bolts, shafts, linkages,
hoses, clamps, hydraulic lines, various
mounts, gauges, dip sticks, caps, the
edges of any narrow or thin materials,
ete. Be sure to disconnect battery ca-
bles first! Take out plugs, bolts, ete.
and mutilate holes and threads; Natur-
ally, you should buy your large bolt cut-
ters in a large city out of state from
where you plan to operate.

- Weasel

Dear Ned Ludd

How does one know what areas of a
National Forest are being considered
for cutting, and which roads are neces-
sary and which are unnecessary? ECO-
DEFENSE tells us what to do but not
where to do it. I hope future editions
of the book will cover this topic better.

-Curious

Dear Curious

Check the section on Target Selection
under Security on page 13 of ECO-
DEFENSE and also the article on
“Hands-on Forest Planning” on page
2} of the Lughnasadh 1985 issue of
Earth First!. The best way to get this
information is to obtain a copy of the
Forest Plan now being prepared for the
National Forest in which you are in-
terested amd study proposed timber
sales and road projects. You can receive
more detailed Environmental Assess-
ments on specific projects or be placed
on the mailing list for all decision docu-
ments from a particular National
Forest. They will tell you when and
where various projects of destruction
are occuring. They also contain maps.
Of course, you may not want to be on
the mailing list yourself, but have a
trusted friend — maybe in another state
— receive the information and forward
it to you, or use an alias and a post
office box address. Check also the arti-
cles in this newspaper for planned en-
vironmental rapes which meed stop-
ping. If possible, find out about plan-
ned destruction projects several years
i advance and begin your tree spiking,
etc. beforehand.

- Ned

Deep Ecology Soundtrack

The Country in
Country Music

By Lone Wolf Circles

Every year there is less country, and
seemingly less country music. True
Country is subjective, personal, and
makes no apologies. You are not likely
to hear much of it on the Country Music
Award shows. You can find it in archaic
albums that stick with you like old
friends and muddy boots, leaving a trail
of tales for those who listen. You won’t
hear much of it on the so-called Country
radio stations, except on oldies night.
You might listen to it in the dark reces-
ses of small mountain town bars, songs
usually sung by their creators, made of
tears and sweat and laughter. These
songs have smells, like saddle leather,
freshly planted earth, and sawdust on
the floor. The voices are at their best
unpolished, shaped natural like a crys-
tal. They are sometimes grit-edged
with the honesty of real experience.
Here are people of the earth in sharp
contrast and often at odds with the re-
fined and impersonal civilized world
that seems to press on them from all
sides. They meet it with cynicism, sa-
tire, and the superiority a wolf feels
over the overfed dogs in town.

Emotive instruments wring out pain
and ecstasy, runaway horses and gurgl-
ing rivers. Free of legato, country music
progresses in spurts like a buckboard
lurching forward. The movements are

deliberate and without artificial refine-
ment. Historically, country music owes
much to the subjective and ultra-per-
sonal approach of Black spirituals and
blues, drawing rythym from the En-
glish and Continental country dance
tunes. Inheriting the mantle of the
Bard, the rural troubadors whose songs
describe the soul and trials of man on
the land, Country performers are the
American conscience. The experiences
of rural”America are set in lyrics to
music that finds strength in difficulties,
laughter in paradox; for listeners who
find more time for cynicism than pre-
tense.

Country recordings grew out of the
popularity - of regional radio shows
broadcast live at first in the 1920’ and
’30’s, ranging from the rural fellowship
of The Carter Family to the ramblers
and rounders of yodeling Jimmie Ro-
gers. With the addition of the “singing
cowboys” during the golden age of
movies, Country music became a top
profit-maker and suffered the decline
of quality and bastardization of style
that seems to go with success. By the
’50’s, the style had already suffered from
so much polish and glitz as to be shun-
ned by Country purists who instead
ushered in a Bluegrass and Folk revival
that peaked in the ’60’s and remains a
small but devoted market today. Such
purists are preserving not only a form
of musie, but a set of values and a way
of life.

The tension between tradition and in-
novation is  primarily resolved
whenever artists forsake gloss for qual-
ity, street-cheating images for country
images.

Even Country Rock is most effective
when the roots are left exposed, when
they illustrate the stories of the country
men and women who gave birth to this
purely American musical style.

Bob Nolan’s awe for nature echoes
through in songs by “The Sons of the
Pioneers,” in a swing style recreated in
original songs by the new Rounder
group “Riders in the Sky.” Rose Mad-
dox and Patsy Montana are the pre-
decessors of Emmy Lou Harris and
country purist Mary McCaslin.

Lacking Harris’ smoothness, McCas-
lin’s voice is rich and nourishing, and
nowhere on her albums (such as “Way
Out West” Philo 1011, “Old Friends”
Philo 1046, and “Prairie in the Sky ”
Philo 1024) is there compromise with
commercialism that could lift her from
cult hero to big-buck success. I can taste
mountain wildlflowers as the words roll
off her tongue, celebrating freedom and
the wide open spaces. She revitalizes

classics such as “Windigo,” “They Call
the Wind Mariah,” and the great “Don’t
Fence Me In” with her exceptional
energy and charm.

In the world of Mary McCaslin, a wild
wind always blows, people are judged
by their honesty, you can ride a paint
all day without hitting barbed wire, and
men steal kisses like outlaws. The few
people in this wild world are vagrants
and nonconformists who put the color
in the Western storybook. The Lone
Ranger gets back his mask, a lady slips
a winning ace to a gambler when she
becomes the stakes, and various ver-
anda love songs melt our hearts with
the heat of adobes and spinning wagon
wheels.

. . memories of man’s desires
Go rolling out to sea.
Like Pegasus come sweeping down,
Carry me away . . .
-fromher ode to the “Santana” wind

McCaslin harmonizes with Country
fundamentalist Jim Ringer on the
album “The Bramble and the Rose”
(Philo 1055). On this and Ringer’s solo
albums (such as “Tramps and Hawkers”
Philo 1047) we have a classic Country
voice interpreting the Country experi-
ence like Jimmie Rogers and Woody
Guthrie before him.

This is the legacy. A saddle kept warm
by the Earth First! release by Greg
Keeler entitled “Songs of Fishing,
Sheep, and Guns in Montana” (available
in cassette only direct from Earth First!
Music Ltd., POB 5871, Tucson, AZ,
85703, for $6.50 postpaid). The title may
attract more of the people the album
satirizes than those seeking satire.
Keeler’s wit is as sharp as an old Barlow
and he is able to offend almost everyone
in a way they can enjoy. As a packer of
.45 revolvers I loved being insuited by
“Cold, -Dead Fingers.” The survivalist
in me who imagines philosophizing over
homemade wine was ridiculed in the
hilarious “Last American Cookout.” In
“Miles City Bucking Horse Sale” I'm
reminded of the fragile nature of the
male ego when a Dolly Parton lookalike
says “You may be tall in the saddle, but
you're short in your jeans.”

Like all true Country music it feels
live, like a conversation, recorded on
tape for all of us lacking the kinds of
seedy places required for a stage perfor-
mance. Keeler reeks with sincerity. His
is a voice with a body of its own; the
kind of voice you'd invite in for venison
and shortcake. His rambling guitar and
harmonica keep the beer tops popping
as moonlite overcomes neon.

I love “The Fossil-Fuel Cowboy” who
“needs no brains, ’cause I'm at the top
of the food chain,” and who says “give
me oil till I deplete it, then I won’t give
a shit ’cause I'll be dead.” My favorite,
though, follows me around like a bottle-
fed colt with its catchy rythym. I sing
it off-key in places that deserve better,
lyrics making fun of the bankers and
corporate heads whose motto is to
“Make Bucks, Get Rich . . .”(. . . be
better than everybody, get fat and have
a heart attack . . .). You can’t help but
enjoy it.

Country music, then, is country folks
reacting to the contradictions of the
modern world, suffering the pains of the
heart, taking solace and inspiration
from the sights and sounds and values
of rural America. It is unfenced music
for unhobbled spirits. Later we will look
at the contribution Bluegrass and so-
called “Newgrass” or “JazzGrass” make
in this way.

Set the beat with an excited heart
watching a Redtail circle ovehead. Find
the meolody in a mountain brook. The
sustain is up to you.

Lone Wolf Circles is a mountain
man, artist, poet, and Earth First!er
living on the edge of the Gila Wilderness
in New Mexico. He writes a reqular col-
umn on music in these pages.

Copyright 1985 by Lone Wolf Circles.
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Whirring in furry circles

I scatter tomatoes with sugar and salt,

examine a catfish anatomy, stop
wars with my mind (not much luck),

but solve volumes of problems and loves

communing with luna moths.

But deep in my vortex center

sometimes the ball-bearing needs oiling

with wine and honey and sperm
and a smirk.

ELISAVIETTA RITCHIE
(from her book “Tightening the Circle over Eel Country,” published

by Acropolis Books Ltd., 1974.)

LINES WRITTEN BY
BOULDER GLOW
midnight 8/8/77

Writing by Boulder glow
high in Flatiron foothills,
flat on my back again
looking up at stars.

Lying on a boulder
overlooking Boulder—

last night having seen
Brakhage ‘*‘Autopsy”’ film,
this morn having read up
on Neutron Bomb.

Jeffers’ ‘‘Purse-Seine”’

glitters far & wide in the valley—
Rocky Flats nuclear weapons plant,
Broomfield with its radioactive water.

My Panasonic aerial
points southeast to Denver
like a fishing rod

pulling in Moscow

Radio Symphony

playing Bruckner’s 9th.

Lying on cold rock

listening,

looking up

at the vast Glittering above—
the crickets & Bruckner

singing about the same volume.

Shooting Stars.
Dolphin leaping in the Milky Way!

Jeff Poniewaz 20006 More hr 'I&e
Milwaukee . ki
-from Jeff's new book, Dolphin Leaping as ﬁc’ = tehen tos @
In The Milky Way
(Homeward Press, Box 2307, g =TT To T Tl T T T T T T T T
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Berkeley, CA, 1985, $5)

POEM

This is an ugly poem

about an ugly man

whose ugly truck | climbed info
& rode down an ugly highway in

This is an ugly story that tells about
the ugly blanket he covered me with
parked outside an ugly truckstop
with no stars in the ugly sky

This is the part about his ugly prick

that slid into my never-ugly-til-then cunt
and the ugly things he said with his voice
and the ugly things he did with his hands

This is the end of the ugly story
where | stand beside that ugly highway

THE WILD #1

The earth calls me,

when I'm alone;

in the evening;

when it snows.

How Ilove to lie in your arms
in the heart of the mother.

Jennifer Smith
Kalispell

THE NAIL

when the nail
goes in too easy
the board might not be sound.

& watch the ugly truck turn around to drive back-

in the same ugly direction from where we had come —Will Staple
Leslea Newman Nevada City
4 New York
H
Eﬁ'x’ﬁﬂ'ﬁﬁﬂmﬂnﬂ 525¢ TLTLTLTLT. 252525252525 Stk E
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Whirring in Furry Circles

Petroglyph found in a rock shelte:
in the Esselen country of Big Sur
California.

POWER AUTHORITY AN s

. 0 . N
“Where were you when | laid the earth’s foundations. 5

Are the State's connections straight
or are its wires forever crossed?
Gulf Stream licks at the coast G power
leaps across where the elements meet.
With a great roar, water abandons
the cliff to fly through space;
first we harness the current,
then the spray, finally noise.
The sun saves nothing, gives it aljaway.
Moon shifts tidal waters over the face.
Don't make me laugh |
with your power, authority,
you whose language is studded with
wherefores, herebys, and pursuants.
Plant your feet on the earth and
bow from your center of gravity.

- An appliance spins on a web
of housefold current, lonely,
fragile and constantly changing.
The will of the people
is a bolt of lightning;
try to harness that!
Only turning, turning will
brings us "'round right.

| bow, bow to these mysteries
we all know. None others.

Steve Lewandowski

Honeoye Falls

Old Panos Orders his Coffin

Make it simple.
Plenty of sail,

no lead in the keel--
I'll take my chances
with the wind.
Pine’ll do.

Put the sweet curve
of a woman'’s hips
in the hull.

Maybe a harmonica

for Lulls.

Leave the anchor ashore.

Joe Stokel
Karfas

Teke Tebe [
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For Sale Through the
ECOLOGY CENTER IN BERKELEY
**SIGNED COPIES** OF:

IN THE RAINFOREST
by Catherine Caufield

A thorough, fascinating report on rainforests world-wide,
documenting the destruction, but also a book of wonders, a
stunning account of a world heading for extinction.

This book should be read cover to cover by everyone
involved in the Rainforest issue in order to educate others!

Hardcover, 304 pp., indexed. Limited quantities.
postpaid.

$22.00 postpaid
Send orders to:

Ecology Center, 1403 Addison Street
Berkeley 94702 o (415) 548-2220

Part of proceeds to benefit the EF! Rainforest Preservation
Project
Other EF! paraphenalia also available at the Ecology Center!

EARTH FIRST! presents the three newest lithographs by our
artist Lone Wolf Circles. Each is strictly limited to only 100
copies, signed and numbered; and below the gallery price. In
14" x 18" mats $25.00 plus $5.00 postage; or unmatted $20.00
plus $5.00 postage. These as well as custom paintings, pipes,
and knives are available through EF! POB 5871, Tucson,
Arizona 85703.

Lone Wolf Circles is a 30 year old anglo living alone on an Anasazi site in New
Mexico’s magic mountains, seven river crossings from a road. 1985 marks the

eleventh year he’s survived on his creations, which have alternately amazed,

taught and offended. A full half of every order goes into the Earth First! Divect
Action Fund.

HOW CAN GETTING A FREE T-SHIRT
HELP SAVE A RIVER

To order your shirt, pick the
color, type and size and send
this along with a check and a
return address. We'll mail it to
you pronto. If you want the shirt
for FREE, include $25 for a mem-
bership. We hope to hear from
you'soon.

“FRIENDS OF THE RIVER” two-
color logo “Men’s” T-shirts are
on Hanes 100% cotton. “Men’s”
colors are green, red, burgundy
and light blue. Women's tank
tops (50/50 cotton/poly) come in
lavender, blue and red. $8.
L “I'M A WILD RIVER LOVER” has
= five brilliant rainbow colors on a

cream shirt. Regular “Men’s”
(100% cotton) and women’s tank
top (50/50). $10.

All T-shirts come in S,M,L, and

When you get the T-shirt
through becoming a special $25
member of Friends of the River. It
will even help if you just buy the
T-shirt! Either way, you're helping
protect the rivers of the West.

Friends of the River is the only
group in California solely dedi-
cated to the protection of our
remaining free-flowing rivers and
streams. With your membership /. /7
and support, you provide vitally | 1+
needed help.

Our heavy weight T-shirts are
sharp! Our well-known logo dis-
played against the brightly col-
ored shirt identifies you as a

Friends of the River

concerned and active wild river Fort Mason XL. Include postage and handling
lover. We even have a shirt that aﬁgf{??ﬂ%g' At of $1.50 for the first shirt and $.50

says just that! for each additional.

T-SHIRT/MEMBERSHIP ORDER FORM

[ Please send me the following Friends of the River T-Shirts:

STYLE COLOR QUANTITY SIZE
Mens or Womens . SMLXL

DESIGN $ AMOUNT

Wild River or FOR

[0 Yes, | want to join with Friends.of the River to help protect our rivers.
Please send me the gift T-shirt indicated ($25.00 and above memberships only).
i 61/2% TAX on T-shirts only
T-SHIRT TOTAL

i POSTAGE & HANDLING
ADDRESS 1st shirt $1.50, each add’l 50¢.
CITY STATE ZIP. MEMBERSHIP

PHONE TOTAL ENCLOSED

Goetry by Gary Lawless:

Wolf Driving Sled $3.50
B T Ice Tatoo $3.00

ADVERTISE IN EARTH FIRST!

Our advertising rates are as follows:
Full page - $110, Half page - $70,
Fourth page - $40, Column inch - $4.
Columns are 2 3/8 inches wide. Page
fractions may be done in a variety of
ways but all ads must be 2 3/8, 5 3/4,
7 3/8, or 9 3/4 inches wide. Ads that
do not fit these dimensions will be
PMTed to that width and an addi-
tional $5 will be charged. All prices
are for camera-ready copy. Classified
ads are available for 10¢ a word ($2.50
minimum). L

Coyote Stories by Peter Blue Cloud:
Back Then Tomorrow $3.00
Paranoid Foothills $2.50

Fiction by James Koller:
If You Don’t Like Me You Can Leave
Me Alone

We have 35 titles available
Write:
Blackberry
POB 186
Brunswick, Maine 04011
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Expedition Quality Folding Kayaks

BAIDARKA BOATS  Bowx 2158, Sitka 99635 747.899¢

Auso: KLEPPER, EDDYLINE, and PACIFIC WATER SPORTS
Special atiention (o out of-town orders. reasonabie prices.

TAME WILDERNESS
Poems by Dennis Fritzinger
$5 each available from
Gorp Publications

2206 Dwight Way #4
Berkeley, CA 94704

$1 of each sale goes to EF!

EXPLORE the Western American Wilderness
‘with Howie Wolke’s

WILD HORIZONS EXPEDITIONS

% We offer a full schedule of backpacking expeditions in the wildest, mos
remote, and most spectacular wildlands in the country: spring expedition
in the wild desert and canyon country of Arizona and Utah; summe
expeditions into the wilds of northwest Wyoming; and a unique 30 da
winter expedition into the wild heart of Central Africa!

WIS

WIS

o

All trips emphasize low impact hiking and camping techniques, discussio
of relevant conservation issues, and the interpretation of the naturalg>
features of each area by Howie Wolke and his staff of exper

guide/naturalists.

)

We are a complete outfitting/guide service. We provide: foqd, equipmept
transportation to and from the trailheads, and an expert guide/naturalist

For more information, write:

WILD HORIZONS EXPEDITIONS
PO Box 2348 - EF

Jackson, Wyoming 83001

(307) 733-5343

Discount available for Earth First! subsckz'bers!

HREMABIPIIND
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BACK ISSUES

Yes, back issues of Earth First! are available for
$1 apiece (to cover our postage and handling ex-
penses). Some of the early issues are already out
of print and numbers are running low on others,
50 order those you wish now.

YULE Dec. 21, 1981 (Vol. II, No. II) First Earth

erness Areas.

OSTAR March 20, 1982 (Vol. II, No. 1V) Mar-
die Murie Interview; Canyonlands Nuke Dump;
EF! meeting in Eugene.

BELTANE May 1, 1982 (Vol. II, No. V) Little
Granite Creek Drilling Controversy; GO Road;
John Crowell; Western Civilization by Chim Blea;
Monkeywrenching Seismo Crews; Jail: A Primer.

LITHA June 21, 1982 (Vol. 11, No. VI) Little
Granite Creek; Moab Roads a BLM WSA; Chim
Blea on Babies; Dinkey Creek & McKinley
Sequoias; What To Do as an EFler; Caribou in
Maine.

LUGHNASADH Aug. 1, 1982 (Vol. II, No. VII)
Rendezvous at Little Granite Creek; Dustrud Re-
signs as EF! Editor; Gary Snyder on Violence;
Canyonlands Nuke Dump; Little Granite Survey
Stakes Pulled.

MABON Sept. 21, 1982 (Vol. I1, No. VIII) Out
Of Print

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1982 (Vel. III, No. I) BLM
Rotten in Utah by Clive Kincaid; Ed Abbey on
Books & Gurus; Bob Marshall’s 1927 Inventory of
Big Wilderness; Dear Ned Ludd/Closing Roads;
Foreman Runs for Sierra Club Board; Mama Rue
on Samhain; Bill Devall on Nuclear War; Foreman
on Endangered Species & Wilderness; How To Do
An EF! Wilderness Proposal.

YULE/BRIGID Dec. 21, 1982 (Vol. III, No. II)
Salt Creek Blockade; Nightcap Blockade in Au-
stralia; Bisti Mass Trespass; Howie Wolke on Real
Wilderness; Ned Ludd/Closing Roads; Foreman on
Primeval Wilderness Management; Bill Devall on
Earth Bonding; Foreman on Books; Ed Abbey on
Pigs; Mama Rue on Yule; Wilderness & the Bible;
Juniper Chaining in Utah; Bisti.

EOSTAR March 21, 1983 (Vol. III, No. III)
Franklin River Blockade in Australia; Salt Creek
Blockade; GO Road and Bald Mt Road; Chim Blea
on Domestication; Howie Wolke on RARE III;
Bisti Circus; Deciduous Forest Ecosystem Pre-
serve; Ni¥htca Blockade Photos (Australia); EF'!
White Cloud Wilderness Proposal(Idaho); Ned
Ludd/Cutting Torch; Howie Wolke on the Wilder-
ness Act; Road Show Diary; EF! in Sonora; Spurs
Jackson on Books; Ed A{;{»ey on The Big Woods;
Navajo Sam; Nagasaki Johnson on Tactics; Mama
Rue on Eostar; Creative Littering.

BELTANE May 1, 1983 (Vol. III, No. IV) Bald
Mt Blockade; GO Road; Howie Wolke on Modera-
tion; EF! Wyoming Wilderness Proposal; Canyon-
lands Nuke Dump; Maze Tar Sands; EF'! Smashes
Earth Last!; Ngd Ludd/Helicopters; California
Desert Sellout by BLM; Otter G’Zell on Whales;
Mama Rue on Beltane; Reenchantment of the
World Review; John Seed on Australia Rainforest
Direct Action; Bigfoot Interview.

LITHA June 21, 1983 (Vol. I11, No. V) Wilder-
ness War in Oregon; Bald Mt Blockaders’ Personal
Accounts; Mama Rue on Summer Solstice; EF! Wil-
derness Preserve System and Map; Head of Joa-

uin on Utah; EF! Glen Canyon Demonstration;

klin River Victory in Australia; Ned Ludd/
Radios; GO Road Stopped; Reform of the Forest
Service; Ed Abbey on Conscience of the Con-
queror.

LUGHNASADH Aug. 1, 1983 (Vol. III, No. VI)
Bald Mt Road Stopped!; Round River Rendezvous;
Marcy Willow: You; Chim Blea on Population Con-
trol; Photos of EF! Glen Canyon Demo; The En-
dangered Rainforest by John Seed; Watt. Enters
Coyote (A Greek Tragedy) by Marc Brown; John
Seed on Anthropocentrism; EF! and Dignity;
Mama Rue on Lughnasadh.

MABON Sept. 21, 1983 (Vol. 111, No. VII) OUT
OF PRINT

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1983 (Vol. IV, No. I) Sin-
kyone Redwood Blockade; EF! National Forest
Campaign; Rainforest Bu;%!esrs by Roselle; Bald Mt
in Retrospect; EF'!: The First 3 Years (with many
photos); Howie Wolke on the Forest Service; Con-
servation Biology review; The Battle of Salt Creek
(an epic poem) by Marcy Willow; Watt’s Last EIS.

YULE Dec. 22, 1983 (Vol. IV, No. II) Forest
Service Attacks Wilds, National RARE II Suit,
DARN Report, Wolke on the Forest Service; EF'!
Utah Wilderness Proposal; EF! Ishi Wilderness
Proposal (California); How To Do An EF! Wilder-
ness Proposal; Ed Abbey in Utah; EF'! Black Rock
Desert Wilderness Proposal(Nevada); Sinkyone
Struggle; Greenpeace in Siberia; An Ecological &
Evolutionary Ethic Review; Coors “Beer;” Chim
Blea on the Humanpox; Ned Ludd/Vehicle Modifi-
cations.

BRIGID Feb. 2, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. III) Oregon
RARE II Suit; EF! Idaho Wilderness Proposal;
Tuolumne; Forest Service Arrogance; Ned Ludd/
Smoke Bombs; Head of Joaguin on Trapping; Coors
in Shenandoah.

EOSTAR March 20, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. IV)
Burger King Protest; Shipwrecked Environmen-
talism; Solomon Island Rainforest Action; Bald Mt
Road Crumbles; Southern Utah Wilderness; Dave
Brower/Muir’s Disciple by Bill Devall; Ned Ludd/
Tree Spiking & No Evidence; Mama Rue on En-
lightenment; 1984 Road Show; Photos of Daintree
Buried Protestors.

BELTANE May 1, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. V) Cabinet
Mts Grizzlies & Mining; Forest Service Appeals
Form; Wolke on the Role of EF!; EF! Owyhee Wil-
derness Proposal(Idaho, Oregon & Nevada); Angel
Dusting Grizzlies; Middle Santiam; Colorado Rec-
reation Dollars; EF! Arizona Wilderness Proposal;
Arctic Wildlife Refuge Violated; Bolt Weevils; De-
vall on the Australian Environmental Movement;
Ned Ludd/Survey Stakes & Disabling Vehicles;
Deep Ecology & Reproduction; Save the Tnolumne

Rally.

Lf'THA June 20, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. VI) Middle
Santiam Blockade; Chim Blea on the Big Outside;
Cabinet Mts & Grizzly; Coors in Shenandoah;
Saguaro National Monument Mine; Murder on Key
Largo; Burger King Demonstrations; Daintree
Rainforest; Ned Ludd/Rising & Falling Birds; EF'!
Protests Canyonlands Nuke Dump; Sterile Forest
Review; Basic Principles of Deep Ecology; Sin-
kyone Continues.

LUGHNASADH Aug. 1, 1984 (Vol. IV, No. VII)
Middle Santiam Blockade; EF! Occupies Montana
Senator’s Office; North American Bioregional Con-
gress; Round River Rendezvous; Montana on Civil
Disobedience; Petroleum Conflicts with Wilder-
ness Analyzed; Everything You Ever Wanted To
Know About The Forest Service Part 1 by Bobeat;
Sacred Cows; Foreman on Professionalism; Hunt-
ing Wild Life; Devall and Sessions on the Books
of Deep Ecology.

SAMHAIN Nov. 1, 1984 (Vol. V, No. I) EF! Oc-
cupies Regional Forester’s Office (Oregon); Har-
desty Avengers Spike Trees; Old Growth Rally;
“What Do You Expect To Accomplish?”; Cop Raid
on Bald Mt; Your Taxes Destroy Rainforest; Down
(With) The Amazon; Green Politics; Elfbusters;
Roxby Downs in Australia; Wilderness — the
Global Connection; Ned Ludd/Water & Machines;
Forest Service Appeal Form; Everything You Ever
Wanted To Know About The Forest Service Part
2 by Bobeat; Direct Action by Devall & Sessions;

000000000000000030000000000000000000000000000000000000/ 000009

Photo by David Cross.

- Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal — is an mdependeht entity within the broad Earth First! movement and
: serves as a forum for the no-compromise environmental movement. Subscriptions go to publish this newspaper and to fund a

variety of Earth First! actions. Please subscribe or resubscribe today!

Earth First! LIFETIME SUBSCRIPTIONS — Tired of that little red check mark every year? Want to really help Earth First!
and insure you'll get Earth First! The Radical Environmental Journal for life (yours or ours-whichever is shorter)? Then become
a life subscriber! Send us $300 and you've got it. Or, if you prefer, make a tax-deductible contribution of $500 or more to the

Earth First! Foundation and you will receive a lifetime subscription to Earth First!

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS — Introduce others to Farth First! and receive the EF! bumpersticker of your choice, 30 silent
agitators, or a little monkeywrench for each gift subseription you make. Indicate what you would like on the form.

Keep us informed of address changes. — The post office will charge us 30¢ for an address correction and won’t forward your paper.

Clip and send to EARTH FIRST! P.O. Box 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703

Here’s $15 or more for a one year subscription to Earth First!

Here’s $20 or more for a year’s subscription to Earth First! Send it first class or to Canada or Mexico (U.S. § only).

Here’s $25 (U.S. $ only) for a foreign subscription.

Here’s $15 (or $20/first class or $25/foreign) to resubscribe to Earth First!

Here’s $300 or more for a life subscription to Earth First!

Please send a gift subscription to the person below. Here’s $15 or more.

I'm broke. Please send me a subseription for $

Please change my address. My old zip code was:

Name

Address

State

City

The EF! subscription list is kept entirely confidential. You are welcome to use an alias. Make sure the mailperson knows that

James What (or whoever) is getting mail at your address.

9000000000000000000T000000AEE00000000000000000000000009WN00000000000000000900000000000000

Gary Snyder: Song of the Taste; Beyond Sacred
Cows; Stiles in Defense of Dogs.

YULE Dec. 21, 1984 (Vol. V, No. II) Texas Wil-
derness Logged; 30,000 Miles of Road in RARE
II Areas; Bridger-Teton Forest Supervisor;
Alaska: Kadashan, Denali, & Johnny Sagebrush;
Middle Santiam Trials; Japan Grizzly; German
Nu](e Dump; Chipko; Solomon Islands Rainforest;
Daintree Rainforest Buried Protest; Environmen-
tal Professionalism Discussion; 1984: Wilderness
Boom or Bust?; A National Range Service; Non-
Game; Devall on Whither Environmentalism?;
Cecelia Ostrow on Deep Ecology; Hardesty Mt
Tree S{)lkmg; Ed Abbey on Ecodefense.

BR GID Feb. 2, 1985 (Vol. V, No. I1I) Meares
Island; Military Land Grab in West (Supersonic
Overflights); Mission Symposium; F'S Employment
Tyranny; National Park Mining; Florida Panther:;
Shooting Wolves from Air; Cathedral Forest Peti.
tion; North Kalmiopsis; Criticizing the Environ-
mental Movement; End; of the Yellowstone
Grizzly?; In Defense of Western Civilization; Stop

Pla.nting Trout; Ned Ludd/Bigfoot.

EOSTAR March 20, 1985 (Vol. V, No. IV)
Rocky Mountain Gas Drilling; EF! Gives DOE
Nuke Waste; Montana Wilderness Demos; Yel-
lowstone Grizzly Management; Texas Demo; Rain-
forest Report; Swedish River; Wayne NF'; South-
ern Utah; King Range; Arctic NWR Desecrated;
Joseph Canyon; John Day Mining; Great Exchange;
Acid Rain; In Defense of Humor; Wolke on Hunt-
ing; Nagasaki on Symbols & Lifestyles; Biocen-
trism of Western Civilization; Ned Ludd/Advanced
Billboarding.

BELTANE May 1, 1985 (Vol. V, No. V) Yellow
stone’s Watergate, Snowmobiles in Yellowstone,
Alabama Wilderness, Denali Mine, Grand Canyon
Mine, Middle Santiam, Welfare Ranchers, Great
Exchange, Welcome to Earth First!, Critters
Protest Bighorn Forest Plan, RNR Management,
Beaverhead NF, Pine Beetles, African Parks

Zip

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 000

Poisoned, Real Environmental Professionalism,
Dark Side of Wilderness, Review of Fragmented
Forest.

LITHA June 21, 1985 (Vol. V, No. VI) Road
Frenzy, Tree Climbing Hero, Old Growth Actions
in Oregon, EF! Guide to NF Planning, Aircraft in
Grand Canyon, Mt. Graham Observatory, Jarbidge
Elk, Hells Canyon, Grand Canyon Mine, Rainforest
Insert & Ten Questions, King Range, Mike Frome
on Fat Cat Conservationists, Review of Meeting
the Expectations of the Land, Review of In the
Rainforest, Strategic Monkeywrenching, Advanced
Tree Spiking, Tyrone (WI) Nuke.

ORDER BACK ISSUES FROM P 2
SO DACK OB 5871, TUC
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TRINKETS &
PROPAGANDA & SNAKE OIL

'BUMPERSTICKERS

NEW BUMPERSTICKER!
SAVE THE YELLOWSTONE
GRIZZLY
(With Bear drawing and
No Ski Area logo) $1

All of our bumperstickers are green lettering on long lasting white vinyl. Most

are $1 postpaid each. * The multi-colored ones with flags or designs are $1.25 postpaid.

ANOTHER MORMON ON DRUGS

BOYCOTT
COORS “BEER”

DREAM BACK THE BISON
SING BACK THE SWAN

- EARTH FIRST!*
with or without flag

Hayduke Lives

HUNTERS:
Did a cow get your elk?

MALTHUS WAS RIGHT

Rednecks for Wilderness

REDNECKS FOR RAINFOREST

RESCUE THE RAINFOREST

RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE

STOP THE FOREST SERVICE
SAVE OUR WILD COUNTRY

STOP CLEARCUTTING

SUBVERT THE
DOMINANT PARADIGM

THINK GLOBALLY -
ACT LOCALLY

VOTE GREEN!

AMERICAN WILDERNESS* with flag
LOVE IT OR
LEAVE IT ALONE

NATIVE* with globe

EARTH FIRST!

-—
=P
/

SILENT AGITATORS

Fun to stick anywhere - bar,
bathrooms, Freddie offices, trail
registers, dead bulldozers,
anywhere.

COORS - Spread the word on
these land rapers. Green words on
white stickers.

Coors is Anti-Earth

Coors is Anti-Women

Coors 1s Anti-Labor

AND IT TASTES AWFUL!
BOYCOTT COORS

EARTH FIRST! FISTS
"Green EF! fist logo with words
“EARTH FIRST! No compromise in
Defense of Mother Earth” in red
ink. 13 inch diameter. 30 for $1.25
postpaid.

EARTH FIRST! TOOLS
The Monkeywrench and Warclub
crossed in brown, the words “Earth
First!” in green. 1% inch diameter.
30 for $1.25 postpaid.

WINDOW STICKERS

Green -EF! fist with the words
“EARTH FIRST! No Compromise
in Defense of Mother Earth” in
green on 3 inch diameter white
vinyl. 4 for $1 postpaid.

THE 1363
CARTH FIRST! CALENDAR

JANUAKY
SUSDS  MONDO IURS SHDNSOO IR LB stk
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1000 ANNOTATED DATES:

e wilderness & national parks

e environmental triumphs

® environmental tragedies

e Luddites

e Wobblies

e Native Americans

® bizarre meteorological
phenomenon

® natural disasters

' $3.00 POSTPAID!

THE 1986
WESTERN WILDERNESS CALENDAR

The award-winning calendar celebrating the beauties
of America’s Western Wilderness through the words and images
of famous authors and photographers.

THE 1986

UTAH WILDERNESS
CALENDAR

The spectacular beauty of Utah’s wilderness
featured in a new full-color horizontal wall calendar!

THE 1986 V)ESTERN WILDERNESS EALENDAR

celebrates the diverse beauty and intriguing mystery

of the western American landscape in thirteen
wilderness photographs. It is annotated with visionary
statements from the works of Mary Austin, D.H.
Lawrence, Robinson Jeffers, Ellsworth Kolb, along with
quotations from Barry Lopez, Edward Hoagland, John
McPhee, John Graves, William Least Heat Moon, and
others. Packed with an eclectic mix of important and
trivial dates as well as occurrences, holidays and events
you're likely to have heard of, and a wealth of wilderness
lore, the Western Wilderness Calendar has firmly established a
unique place in the calendar market.

T he fifth edition of the Western Wilderness Calendar

horizontal wall calendar. Large 14" x 10" size. Large grid

5 L R RO s
THE 1986 UTAH WILDERNESS CALENDAR

ream Garden Press is pleased to announce the
D inaugural year of The Utah Wilderness Calendar. Few

places in the world have such incredible geologic
and geographic diversity and beauty as does Utah. From
towering granite peaks to the scorching Bonneville Salt
Flats; from the slick rock of Zion National Park to the
sandstone spires of Bryce Canyon, The 1986 Utah
Wilderness Calendar is a beautiful tribute to the almost
surreal landscapes and awesome spectacles of Utah.
Designed to be used for personal notetaking, it is a large
14” x 10” horizontal wall calendar with a six-month
(July—Dec. 1985) poster inserted.

. 15 full color photographs. Annotated. 14" x10".
ISBN: 0-942688-24-4.

DREAM
GARDEN
PRESS

THE 1986 BIG BEND, TEXAS
CALENDAR

B )

i
|
|
i
|
i

BEND ™22 BIG BEND

Old w3 AN3d Old

BIG

roduced in cooperation with the Big Bend Natural
P History Association, this large (14” x 10”) horizontal

wall calendar portrays the exceptional scenic beauty
of Big Bend National Park, the majestic gem of the Rio
Grande. Unsurpassed photographic reproduction coupled
with fascinating graphics and literary lore of that historic
area make this calendar a prize for those interested in the
history and natural history of Texas. Featuring a six-
month poster insert (July—December 85), this calendar
will set a new standard for photographic interpretation of
Texas wilderness.

., 14x10, 15 full color photographs, black & white photos
and illustrations. Available May 1, 1985. ISBN: 0-942688-29-5.

Brand New for 1986!
A full-color wall calendar of the glorious scenery
of Big Bend National Park, Texas.

THE 1986 YOSEMITE!
-CALENDAR

The second annual best-selling full-color calendar
featuring one of our best-loved National Parks.

o e
YOSEMITE!

|
i
1986 CALENDAR |

he highly successful Yosemite! Calendar returns for its
I second annual appearance featuring 15 photographic

interpretations of that magical place, plus 19th
century stereoviews, woodcuts, and other illustrative
matter. Annotation includes significant dates in the history
of the Sierra Nevada, information about and ancient lore of
native Indians, and moving passages from the pens of John
Muir, Clarence King, Frederick Olmsted and others
instrumental in preserving the Yosemite Valley. From
granite cliffs and spires to meandering streams and
thundering waterfalls we explore this national treasure
photographically and historically, and so present a living
vision of this land of subtle beauty and majestic grandeur.

10” x 13" vertical wall calendar with 15 full color
photographs. With six-month 1985 poster calendar.
ISBN: 0-942688-23-6. Available May 1, 1985.

with room for personal notations. ISBN: 0-942688-22-8. Illustrated
by, Jim Stiles. Available June 1, 1985.
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‘HAYDUKE LIVES

EMBROIDERED
PATCHES

These are black 3 inch diameter
circles with a red monkeywrench
and the words HAYDUKE LIVES
in red. Sew them on your pack, hat
coat, whatever. $3.50 postpaid.

EARTH FIRST!
TRINKETS ORDER FORM

Make out checks to “Earth First!” or send cash. Mail to: Earth First! POB 5871,
Tucson, AZ 85703. Please send cash for orders of $5 or less. Allow 5 weeks for
delivery (contact us if it has not been received by then). First class delivery can be
arranged. Enter or circle size, color, style, ete. Orders from out of country must
be in U.S. dollars and include some extra for shipment.

....Q......

Sometimes we are temporarily out of something while we wait for our stock to
arrive. We'll send you the rest of your order immediately and the missing item as
soon as we receive it. If you are in a hurry, best give us a second choice of colors
or whatever and when you need it by.

Sunglasses and shirtnot included.

We've got a variety of camoflage baseball caps. They come in either woodland or how total
desert camo. 'I_'here’s 100% cotton cloth backs or mesh backs. They all have adjustable many
tabs so one size fits all. The EF'! fist logo and the words “EARTH FIRST!” are T-SHIRTS
pnlx)ltetd in t())lgck. Spegify which style you want or we’ll just send you what we think E-F' Pist Size Color
. $8. tpaid. ,
is best. $8.00 postpai French cut or regular — $9
Kids — $7
Glen Canyon Damn
Size Color $9
Defend the Wilderness
Size Color

French cut or regular short sleeve — $9

| Covinorumental Sornc
r Long-sleeve — $11

Tools Size Color $9
Frog Size Color $11
Bomber Size $9
BUMPERSTICKERS

SILENT AGITATORS
EF'! Fist (30/sheet) $1.25

EF! Tools (30/sheet) $1.25
Boycott Coors (10/strip) $1.25

CALENDARS
1985 Earth First! Calender $3

1986 Western Wilderness Calendar $8
1986 Yosemite! Calendar $9

1986 Big Bend, Texas Calendar $9
1986 Utah Wilderness Calendar $8
SNAKE OIL

EF! Window Stickers 4/$1
EF! Camouflage Baseball Caps $8
Hayduke Lives Patches $3.50

Songs of Fishing, Sheep, and Guns in
Montana by Greg Keeler $6.50

Texas Oasis, by Bill Oliver $9

BOOKS
Beyond The Wall by Ed Abbey
paperback, signed $15

TRACWCE (DI MICATL PRIV
ROTHD3UE% SCav VAN O8I,

GREG KEELER

Songs of fishing, sheep

and guns in Montana
The Monkeywrench Gang, 10th Anniversary
Edition, hard cover, signed, $25

Deep Ecology, by Bill Devall &
George Sessions, hard cover, $17

“I’ve been waiting for years to see a
tape of Greg Keeler’s songs out, and
who better to do it than Earth First!?
Greg’s cutting, witty, hard-hitting, di-
verse, intelligent songs are already a
legend in Montana. Now they can do
their work all over.” — Gary Snyder

Ecodefense, by Dave Foreman $10
Full Circle by Lone Wolf Circles $5

Sacred Cows at the Public Trough »
Denzel & Nancy Furgeson $1 (postage only)

Resist Much, Obey Little, by James Hepworth
and Gregory McNamee $9
Add 5% Sales Tax If Resident Of AZ
OKAY, HERE’s

Including these smash hits:

Ballad of Billy Montana ® I Don’t Waltz (and She Don’t Rock'n’Roll) ®
Drinkin’ My Blues Away ® Miles City Buckin’ Horse Sale ® Latter Day Worm Fisherman ®
® Fossil Fuel Cowboy eMontana Cowboy

Cold Dead Fingers ® Last Great American Cookout ® I call My Mama Papa ¢ Good Morning Sailor ® Make
Bucks, Get Rich ® Roll on Missouri

SEND TO:
Name:
EARTH FIRST! MUSIC LTD Address:
¢ P.0. Box 5871, Tucson, Arizona 85703
Only $6.50 postpaid All Procxeeds Go ‘l"l: !;:’:;se:zi:'ngur Environment - .
; City & State: Zip

00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000-°00000000000000000008000000000000000000000000000000008000008000¢s
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: RESIST MUCH, OBEY LITTLE
l E \ ® James Hepworth and Gregory McNamee, Eds.
® Edward Abbey Exposed as Important Writer.
A F i e l d ‘ u i d e to With essays by Wendell Berry, Barry Lopez,
Gary Snyder, William Eastlake,
Richard Shelton and others.

Monkey wren Ch ing A book that is both important and

] pleasurable to read.
“1{ il
<

RESIST MUCH,
| OBEY LITTLE

‘ Some Notes on
| Edward Abbey

7a7

Resist Much, Obey Little is a straightforward, simple
collection of pieces that deal with an a-*ist and his work.
5.9 It is intended for Abbey’s audience, those who read him
a for pleasure and insight, not academic rumdumbs. The
contributors’ goals are the same as Abbey’s: to amuse and
o to edify. Abbey’s writing moves the reader. These pieces

‘ Edited by

are similarly inspiring. Wendell Berry, William Eastlake,
AR and Barry Lopez tell us why they believe Abbey to be
important. As careful, intelligent writers themselves, they
X elevate Abbey above the debates that rage about him.

I

| i
“ T Richard Shelton, Nancy Mairs, and Robert Houston,
dward Abbey can boast of professional success. He among others, discuss specific aspects of Abbey’s work
h E has achieved wide fame as an author of novels and and relate those issues to the whole. Gary Snyder and
= t essays and has been accepted by the Eastern Sam Hamill take him head on and thereby spell out
' 2=l K p literary junta as a rare Western specimen worthy of some Abbey’s underlying ethos. In addition, Abbey speaks for
K notice..He is visible as a champion of many causes, a few himself in several wide ranging interviews. The result is a
i of which dismay his staunchest fans. Clearly identified readable, unpredictable first effort at putting Ed Abbey
b with the radical environmental movement, Abbey’s The into clear perspective. His fans and foes alike will benefit
Monkey Wrench Gang has contributed the symbol (the by reading it.
monkey wrench), the tone (outrage tempered with
humorous detachment), and the character types (George cloth, 572 x8:, 144 pp. ISBN: 0-942688-16-3.
Hayduke, Seldom Seen Smith, Bishop Love) for the next paper, ISBN: 0-942688-17-1.
' battle for the soul of the American West. But have these
Edlted b Dave Foreman activities been a hindra‘nce to genuine appreciation of
Edward Abbey, the writer?
Forward! by Ed Abbey
- . 8
detailed, field-tested HEAVILY ILLUSTRATED|
hints from experts on: WITH PHOTOGRAPHS
* Tree-spiking 2
* Destroying roads CARTOONS
* Decommissioning heavy equipment
* Pulling survey stakes $10 ot : - —
* Stopping trapping ar A 10th Anniversary Edition
* Trashing billboards SEIrorL.

Earth First!
PO Box 5871
Tucson, AZ 85703

* Hassling overgrazers -
* Leaving no evidence

* Security

. . . and much more!

THE Signed by
NONKEY
WRENCH the Author
GANG

DEEP ECOLOGY Ed Abbey’s Masterpiece

i Illustrated by R. Crumb
Living As If Nature Mattered
$25 postpaid from Earth First! POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703

Beyond the Wall

By Edward Abbey

What do Wallace Stegner, Edward Hoagland, Jim
' Harrison, Thomas McGuane, and James Dickey
| have in common with Larry McMurtry? They all
agree that Abbey is “the i
Thoreau of the AmericanWest.” | S BYY/:\:4 D)
Here is Abbey at his best
on a lyrical journey through
miraculous, wild places from
Alaska to Mexico—well
$17 hardcover postpaid from Earth First! POB 5871 Tucson, AZ 85703 | beyond the COHStrf'ﬂmng wall
of contemporary life.
°

The philosophical fundamentals for the defense of Earth

T

\\
“\,ﬁ\ " ‘t‘,:'ud‘-ti:x
S W

&

by Bill Devall and George Sessions

SACRED COWS AT THE PUBLIC TROUGH

Signed by Edward Abbey
All proceeds to Earth First!

Fall Cirele

LONE WOLF CIRCLES
4 g
3 Posr- Fﬂ/ﬂ\\\ f
Y sage s 50N R

e Blockbuster Report on the
~ Abuses of Overgrazing

on the Public Lands
By Denzel & Nancy Ferguson SRR - o 0 -
the certainty of seed.” The promised re-

! Y This book showeases the earl;); artwork
FRE,IE,III' ka Onli from Earth First! and poetry of Lone Wolf Circles. It turn of our wild selves. Available from
(Thanks to Lynn Jacobs) traces the pursuit of wilderness: “And  Earth First! for $5.00 postpaid. 100%

Send $1 for postage to EF!, POB 5871, Tucson, AZ 85703 beneath the ash, the ash of pavement, of every sale goes to Earth First!
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DEFEND THE WILDERNESS
The monkeywrencher’s shirt. Drawing by Bill Turk. Silver design on black 100%
cotton Beefy-T’s for night work or black design on white 100% cotton ($9.00 postpaid).
Also available in black long sleeves Beefy-T’s ($11 postpaid) and in black french-cut
50/50 blend ($9.00 postpaid).

AMERICAN CANYON FROG
Roger Candee’s popular American Canyon Frog (Croakus Abyssus Pistoffus) with
the message “AMERICAN WILDERNESS LOVE IT OR LEAVE IT ALONE.” A
very colorful 4-color design on a grey 100% cotton Beefy-T. $11.00 postpaid.

g« ’85 ROUND RIVER

RENDEZVOUS :
¢ ) This is a one-time only shirt for the 1985 Earth First! Round River
Rendezvous. Finally we have a pretty shirt (five colors, mountains,

trees, streams, etc.) which attempts to capture the spirit of the moun-
% tains of Colorado. This is a collector’s item and will not be reprinted.
Features the words: “1985 Round River Rendezvous” and “Earth
First!” Designed by artist Kathy Faith. On a sand colored 100% cotton
Beefy-T. $11.00 postpaid. only 3 small, 1medium and 6 XL available

%

D

R U R R R R R R B

EARTH FIRST!

Fist logo with words “EARTH FIRST! No Compromise in Defense of Mother
Earth!” in black on green, red or yellow in 100% cotton Beefy-T’s or in french cut
50/50 blend. $9.00 postpaid. In kids’ sizes, too! Only color is green, 50/50 blend,
sizes XS-L. $6.00 postpaid. Specify kids’ when you order. g

v TOOLS

John Zaelit’s powerful impression of wilderness defense both old and new, the
monkeywrench and the warclub crossed. Black design on tan or blue 100% cotton
Beefy-T’s. $9.00 postpaid.

MONKEYWRENCH BOMBER
People will love it or hate, but they certainly will notice this shirt, 'fea.tur:ing anotber
zany masterpiece from John Zaelit: a WWII bomber with EF'! insignia dropping
monkeywrenches. Ghost white design on navy blue 100% cotton Beefy-T. $9.00 post-
paid. Be the first in your ward to get one!

THE CRACKING OF
GLEN CANYON DAMN
Jim Stiles’ infamous masterpiece. Keep on praying for that one little precision
earthquake! Black design on blue or tan heather 75/25 blend. $9.00 postpaid.
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